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1       Summary 
A watching brief was carried out after an area to the west of Cockaynes Wood had been 
stripped of topsoil and subsoil, prior to quarrying. During the watching brief, one possible 
prehistoric pit and two long, undated ditches, which may have been field boundaries, 
were recorded. 
 

 
 

2       Introduction (Fig 1) 
2.1 This is the report on an archaeological monitoring and recording project at Villa Farm 

Quarry, Alresford, Essex (National Grid Reference TM 0564 2185 (centre)). An area 
measuring 126m by 50m was stripped of topsoil and subsoil in advance of quarrying 
works.  

2.2  The site is located 1km to the west of Alresford village, to the north of the railway line. 
The field is on the western side of the quarry, in a field that was formerly ploughed. To 
the east is Cockaynes Wood, part of which has been cleared and is currently being 
quarried.  

2.3 The work was carried out by the Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) on the 6th April 
2004 and between the 8th and 24th September 2004, on behalf of Brett Aggregates. A 
brief was supplied by the Essex County Council (ECC) Archaeology Advisory Group 
(now Heritage Advice, Management and Promotion or HAMP group) in 1993; however, 
this was only supplied after fieldwork had been completed.   

2.4 The project was monitored by the ECC HAMP group. 
2.5 This report follows the standards set out in Guidelines on the preparation and transfer of 

archaeological archives to Colchester Museums (2003) and the IFA’s Standard and 
guidance for an archaeological watching brief (1999). The guidance contained in the 
document Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA Occasional 
Paper, 14, 2003) was also followed. 

 
 
 

3       Archaeological background 
There are a number of archaeological sites in the vicinity. These include cropmark sites 
(EHCR nos 2361 and 2589-2591); among these are several ring-ditches, which, 
together with the find of a Bronze Age cinerary urn at Alresford Grange (EHCR no 
2606), indicate that finds of prehistoric burials are particularly likely in the area. 

 
 
 

4       Aims and objectives 
The aim of the archaeological project was to identify, excavate and record any 
archaeological features or deposits exposed in the topsoil strip to enable their date, 
importance and condition to be assessed.  

 
 
 

5       Methodology 
5.1 The soil-stripped area was examined by detailed walkover. Where archaeological 

features were visible, they were marked and then examined by excavation. This 
involved half-sections of the pit and sections across the ditches. All digging was by 
hand.   

5.2 Features were recorded on standard CAT pro-forma sheets and photographs were 
taken with a digital camera. No section drawings of features were made. A plan was 
made using a total station. 
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6       Results (Fig 2) 
6.1 300mm of topsoil and subsoil had been stripped off to expose natural sands and 

gravels. Some topsoil may have been stripped off previously. Two ditches and one pit-
like feature were exposed near the northern end of the site.  

6.2 The first ditch (Feature or F1) could be clearly seen at the northern end of the field. It 
extended in a north-west to south-east direction for 65m. It was 1.3m wide and at least 
260mm deep but the feature was not bottomed. It was filled by light brown sandy silt. 
There were no finds from this feature and therefore it is not possible to assign a date to 
it.  

6.3 The second ditch (F3) followed a roughly east to west alignment and intersected F1. F3 
was a shallow U-shaped feature, 1m wide and 280mm deep with a light brown sandy fill. 
A narrow section was taken across it, but no finds were retrieved.  

6.4  The only other feature was an irregular, shallow pit-like feature (F2) near the intersection 
of F1 and F3. One struck flint was found on its surface. The feature was filled by mid 
brown sandy silt and was 160mm deep. A small section was taken out of the feature but 
no further finds were retrieved. The feature may be prehistoric, judging by the flint. It 
was not planned using the total station because contractors later dumped spoil over it, 
thereby obscuring it.  

  
 
 

7       Conclusion 
Nothing of archaeological significance was observed during the soil-stripping. Three 
features were recorded, ie one possible prehistoric pit and two undated ditches. Given 
the cropmarks in the vicinity, it is possible that these are prehistoric field ditches or 
boundaries. 

 
 
 

8       Archive deposition 
A copy of this report and the archive will be deposited permanently with Colchester 
Museums under the accession code 2004.347. 
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A watching brief was carried out after an area to the west of Cockaynes 

Wood had been stripped of topsoil and subsoil, prior to quarrying. During 
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ditches, which may have been field boundaries, were recorded. 
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