
An archaeological desk-based 
assessment of land around 

the Adult Community College, 
Grey Friars, High Street, Colchester, Essex 

 

report prepared by 
Kate Orr and Philip Crummy 

 

commissioned by 
Bidwells Property Consultants 

on behalf of 
Essex County Council 

 

 
 

CAT project ref.: 06/10e 
NGR: 00098 25315 (centre)  

 

 
Colchester Archaeological Trust 
12 Lexden Road,  
Colchester,  
Essex  CO3 3NF 
 

tel.:   (01206) 541051 
 (01206) 500124 
email:   archaeologists@catuk.org                                                                           CAT Report 391 

            November 2006 



Contents 
1    Summary     1 
2    Introduction     1 
3    Aims     2 
4    Methods     2 
5    Scheduled Ancient Monuments  2 
6    Listed buildings    2 
7    Overview of the archaeological remains 3 
8    Cartographic evidence   7 
9    Discussion and assessment of the impact 8 
      of future redevelopment of the site   
10  References     9 
11  Glossary and abbreviations   10 
12  Acknowledgements    10 
 
Appendix 1: list of all monuments and  12 
                    findspots 
Appendix 2: listed buildings   18 
 
Figures      after p 20 
 
List of figures 
Frontispiece: The Grey Friars, drawing by William Stukeley 1718  

        (after VCH 9, fig 30). 
Fig 1 Site location of Grey Friars, with archaeological sites 

and monuments referred to in the text.  
Fig 2 Detail of the Roman remains in Castle Park in relation 

to the Grey Friars site (after CAR 6, 369).  
Fig 3   Roman Colchester c AD 300, showing the position 

of the Roman town wall and insulae (after CAR 6, 15,  
fig 2.9).  

Fig 4 Site location of Grey Friars, with listed buildings (grey  
tone) and their grades. 

Fig 5 Speed map of Colchester, 1610. 
Fig 6 The Grey Friars, drawing by William Stukeley 1718  
             (after VCH 9, fig 30). 
Fig 7 Map of Colchester (Morant 1748). 
Fig 8 Chapman and André map of the County of Essex 1777:  
             Colchester town centre. 
Fig 9 1st edition OS map, 1875, scale 1:1250. 
Fig 10   3rd edition OS map, 1923, scale 1:2500. 
Fig 11   Plan from the Grey Friars sale catalogue of 1847, annotated by William Wire.  
             Reproduced by courtesy of Essex Record Office (ERO C32). (Not to scale). 
Fig 12   Highly conjectural layout of Grey Friars friary in relation to the Grey Friars Adult 
             Community College site. 
 
 
 
 



CAT Report 391: An archaeological  desk-based assessment of land around the Adult Community College, Grey Friars, High Street, Colchester, Essex: November 
2006  

 1 

1  Summary 
This desk-based assessment is a collation of existing written, graphic and 
cartographic information relating to the archaeological remains on the site of the 
Adult Community College, Grey Friars, High Street, Colchester, Essex. It is an area 
of high archaeological potential and is situated close to three scheduled ancient 
monuments, although it is not scheduled itself. The site lies at the eastern side of the 
walled town occupying an area which appears to approximate to what was Insula 24 
(a street block) in the Roman period. This insula was situated a short distance to the 
east of the Temple of Claudius, fronting the Roman town’s main street and close to 
the town's east gate. This is a relatively unexplored part of the town centre and very 
little is known of the nature of any Roman remains that might survive within it. The 
limited Roman remains recorded to date suggest that the insula was probably 
occupied by private houses and that the remains of an east-west Roman street 
might survive under the northern boundary of the Grey Friars car-park 
    The site derives its name from the Franciscan friary (for 'grey friars'), which was 
established there shortly before 1237 and was dissolved in 1538. The friary 
extended as far north and east as the Roman town wall and incorporated the areas 
subsequently occupied by Roman Road and Castle Road as well as the Adult 
Community College site itself (Grey Friars). No part of the friary has been excavated 
but there is good evidence to suggest that not only the remains of the monastic 
cemetery survive under the car park of the College, but perhaps also of a substantial 
part of the main friary buildings including the cloisters and maybe the church. 
    Roman and medieval remains are likely to be well preserved because, in the 
medieval and later periods, the area was largely open and undeveloped.  
    Grey Friars was built in 1755 with major additions in 1908-1910, and is Grade II 
listed. 
 
 
 

2       Introduction (Fig 1) 
2.1 This is a desk-based assessment of the archaeological remains around the Adult 

Community College, Grey Friars, High Street, Colchester, Essex. An assessment 
was made of standing monuments, Listed Buildings, the major archaeological 
monuments and sites, archaeological excavations, evaluations and watching briefs, 
and the cartographic evidence. 

2.2 This assessment was commissioned Mr Andrew Butcher of Bidwells Property 
Consultants on behalf of Essex County Council, who own Grey Friars. It was 
compiled by the Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) in October and November 
2006. 

2.3 The site, which includes buildings and a walled car-park, is located within the town 
wall and to the east of Colchester Castle, at National Grid reference TM 00098 
25315 (c). Grey Friars (the building) is at 24m Above Ordnance Datum (AOD). The 
car-park occupies a moderate north-facing slope which has been terraced in places 
and at its lowest point is 19.5m AOD. 

2.4 After defining the search area (section 4), this assessment will aim to:  
• give an overview of the archaeological potential of the site (sections 5-8). 
• assess the impact of any redevelopment work on the site (section 9). 

2.5 A list of all monuments and findspots can be found in Appendix 1. 
2.6   A list of all Listed Buildings can be found in Appendix 2. 
2.7 This report follows the standards set out in the IFA’s Standard and guidance for 

archaeological desk-based assessment (1999), and also follows Research and 
archaeology: a framework for the Eastern Counties 1. Resource assessment (EAA 
3) and Research and archaeology: a framework for the Eastern Counties 2. 
Research agenda and strategy (EAA 8). 

2.8 The nature and condition of surviving archaeological remains are difficult to predict. 
This is a desk-based assessment of archaeological remains based on available 
evidence. However, without below-ground investigation of the site, there can be no 
absolute certainty as to the presence/absence, form, date, depth or condition of any 
archaeological remains discussed here. 
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3       Aims 
The desk-based assessment is intended as an initial stage of evaluation to be 
followed up by archaeological field evaluation. The aim is to collect sufficient 
information to locate and assess areas of archaeological potential and ensure the 
full understanding of any archaeological deposits revealed during field evaluation. 

 
 
 
4       Methods (Figs 1 and 4) 
4.1 The study area is defined as a square area, 275m by 275m, surrounding Grey 

Friars. This incorporates Insulas 7, 8, 15, 16, 23 and 24 of the Roman town but not 
Insula 22 and the major sites within Castle Park. The study area incorporates the 
area of the friary but not the castle. For listed buildings, a slightly larger study area 
was chosen.    

4.2 Sources consulted include:  
• Urban Archaeological Database (UAD) for Colchester, held by Colchester 

Museums 
• the Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER), held by Essex County Council,  

and copies of which are held by CAT 
• cartographic material from 1610 to the present day, including OS maps and 

early modern pictorial and surveyed maps 
• archaeological journals and books 
• unpublished archaeological reports by CAT 
• listed building information from the Essex Record Office in Colchester and from 

the Images of England web-site. 
 
A visual inspection of the site was made by K Orr. 
    Old aerial photographs were not consulted, their usefulness in revealing below- 
ground deposits being restricted by the presence of buildings, trees, tennis courts 
and cars on the site since the early 20th century.  

 
 
 
5       Scheduled Ancient Monuments (Fig 1) 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs) are monuments protected under the 1979 
Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act. (Grey Friars is not scheduled.)  

SAM number 1 - Colchester Castle and Upper Castle Park. Grey Friars partly shares 
a boundary with Colchester Castle keep, which is of Norman construction and the 
largest such building in Northern Europe. The keep was constructed on the 
foundations of the Roman Temple of Claudius. Roman streets, houses and other 
buildings survive within Castle Park that have not been discussed in this report.  

SAM number 7 - the Roman town wall. The eastern boundary of Grey Friars College 
is approximately 25m from the eastern section of the Roman town wall. The latter 
was constructed c AD 65-80 to defend the colonia following its sacking by Boudica 
in AD 60/1.   

SAM number 173 - the south-east corner of the Roman town in East Hill House 
gardens is also 25m or so from Grey Friars.  
 
The development should not have any physical effect on the SAMs and, if it will do 
so, then Scheduled Monument Consent will be required. There may also be setting 
issues to be taken into consideration in any future development. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CAT Report 391: An archaeological  desk-based assessment of land around the Adult Community College, Grey Friars, High Street, Colchester, Essex: November 
2006  

 3 

6       Listed buildings (Fig 4) 
Listed buildings are buildings of historic or architectural interest which are protected 
under the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. There are 
37 listed buildings within the study area, the principal ones of interest being Grey 
Friars itself and the boundary wall of the college. A complete list of Listed Buildings 
within the study area can be found in Appendix 2. 
 
 

7      Overview of the archaeological remains  
Numbers in bold refer to the location plan (Fig 1). A complete list of monuments and 
findspots can be found in Appendix 1. 

7.1     Roman town wall and east gate (nos 1 and 2 on Fig 1) 
The Roman town wall is the major archaeological feature on the east side of the 
modern (and Roman) town centre. It was constructed c AD 65-80 after the Boudican 
revolt (Hull 1958, 14-63; CAR 6, 14-18). The wall runs north-south to the east of 
Grey Friars. This section of the wall has recently been surveyed because it is in a 
poor state of repair (CAT Report 356).The line of the rampart (which extended along 
the inner face of the wall) runs along the back gardens of the properties on the east 
side of Roman Road and under the east edge of the graveyard of the Church of St 
James the Great.  
    The modern High Street-East Hill passes over the site of the Roman and later 
east gate, nothing of which is now visible. The fate of the east gate was chronicled 
by Philip Morant, historian of Colchester and Rector of St Mary-at-the-Walls' church 
(Morant 1748, p 7): 'East Gate fell down in 1651, and in the place where it stood 
were afterwards erected two brick pillars; and the like where Head Gate stood...' 
However, it seems that the 1651 collapse was not total, for more of the gate was 
cleared in 1675 to make a safe passage for carts (Hull 1958, 44). Locals 
remembered the gate having a central carriageway, with a footway on either side 
(ibid). The later brick pillars referred to by Morant have disappeared. 
     A drawing by John Constable and now in the Victoria & Albert Museum is of the  
south side of the east gate in 1813 (Hull 1958, plate 9). This shows the south town 
wall with a westward extension, possibly the south wall of the south guardroom of 
the gate. If so, the gate was a large one. 
     The wall was punctuated with internal towers. One may have stood  to the east of 
Grey Friars car-park and north of the east gate (Hull 1958, plate 41; no 33 on Fig 1). 
 

7.2 Other Roman remains in the Roman town (Figs 1-3)  
          (Text mainly taken from Brooks 1997)  
          Introduction  

Shortly after the Roman conquest of AD 43, a fortress was built at Colchester 
(Camulodunum) as a base from which the Roman army advanced west and north. 
Within six years, the conquest of lowland Britain being substantially complete, the 
fort was converted into a colony (Colonia Victricensis) and veteran soldiers were 
retired there, as advocates for the peace and stability of the Roman empire, and to 
act as a back-up force in times of emergency. The colonia was the original capital 
city of the Roman province of Britain, and a temple dedicated to the Emperor 
Claudius was erected in the eastern part of the new colony, in an area formerly 
occupied by the annex of the fortress. After the town was sacked by Boudica in AD 
60/61, London became the provincial capital, and Colonia Victricensis dropped out 
of the mainstream of political and military history. 
    Castle Park lies over a very substantial part of the north-east part of the colonia 
and later town, and includes the site of the Roman temple (the foundations of which 
lie under the Norman castle keep). Parts of eight out of the original 45 blocks 
(insulae) of the walled town and some 10% of the Roman town lie within the area of 
Castle Park. 
   The Roman remains within the study area include much of the apparatus of a 
Roman town (Fig 2), for instance, part of the town wall, with a now-demolished gate 
(east gate), drains, and two north-south and two east-west Roman streets, 
collectively dividing up Insulas 7, 8, 15, 16, 23 and 24. One would normally expect 
the insulae of a Roman town to be filled with buildings (mainly town-houses), at least 
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on the street frontages. Through the collective efforts of local antiquarians and 
archaeologists over several hundred years, we now know a considerable amount of 
detail of these insulae and their buildings (Hull 1958; CAR 6). 
 
Insula 7 
This insula takes in all the ground now occupied by the putting green and former 
nursery site in Castle Park. The Roman street dividing Insulas 6 and 7 is conjectural, 
and has never been observed but its course is known further south (where it divides 
other insulae). The Roman street on the south edge of this insula was seen in 
section in February 1930 in a large hole cut to receive the foundations of the present 
café ('Café in the park') and was photographed by Drummond Lovell (Colchester 
Museums photographic archive DL 611). 
    Details of other known Roman buildings in Insula 7 are as follows. There is an 
area of houses under the south edge of the putting green, several rooms of which 
contained plain red tessellated pavements. Odd fragments of what is probably the 
same set of buildings are known from the south edge of the former nursery site. 
There is also a Roman drain (cloaca) running north-south along the west edge of the 
street dividing this insula from Insula 8 to the east. This drain is well known, and is 
described further in Insula 15 below. The street and drain issue out through 
Duncan's Gate, the original north-east gate of the colonia. 

         
Insula 8  
Some metalling has been recorded from the Roman street dividing it from Insula 7. 
Evidence of town-houses here comes from a large tessellated pavement found 
outside 47 Castle Road in 1852 and marked on the 1st edition OS map of 1875 
(Fig 9). This was said to be made of red and black tesserae and to be either 18 or 
23 inches below the road surface. The pavement lay under the entire width of the 
road. Roman pottery, an unguentarium (small glass bottle) and a Roman coin were 
found with it (no 23 on Fig 1). At 24 Castle Road, an archaeological watching brief 
was carried out in 2001. Roman finds and features were recorded, including an opus 
signinum Roman floor surface and a collapsed wall to a building at the front of the 
plot (no 22 on Fig 1). These remains are nearly opposite 47 Castle Road and are 
likely to have been parts of the Roman house which contained the floor found under 
the adjacent stretch of Castle Road. 
 
Insula 15 
This insula coincides with most of the Hollytrees Meadow, and its internal detail is 
quite well known. The principal building is the L-shaped structure which now lies 
under the east side of the children's playground. This building has been known since 
1853 when it was first discovered by P M Duncan, who thought it was a bath-house 
because of the concrete floor and the water running through it. It appears as 'Bath 
Room of Roman Villa' on the 1875 1st Edition Ordnance Survey sheet (Fig 9), 
although it was not marked on the 2nd edition of 1897. It was fully excavated in 
1927. Although there was no direct evidence in the form of an inscription or statuary, 
Rex Hull considered interpreting it as a carcer (prison) because of its sunken floor 
and the slave chains found in it. However, he finally interpreted it as a building of 
ritual or religious use, suggesting that it was a temple of the eastern god Mithras, ie 
a mithraeum (Hull 1958, 107-113). Now there is a more prosaic interpretation for this 
building, ie that it was a waterworks (Crummy 1980, 271-2). Oddly enough, the 
building is surrounded by a wall, double on its south and east sides, which would be 
more normal in a structure which had some special significance. 
    A drain emerges from the building and runs along the road edge and north 
through Duncan's Gate, after which it drains into the Roman ditch outside the wall. It 
is still possible to peer down into the drain through two metal grilles near the 
children's playground and near Duncan's Gate. It is interesting to note that these two 
points of entry into the cloaca were visible as far back as 1875 (when they are 
marked on the 1st edition OS map). 
    From the excavations of the 1920s and the 1984 watching brief (CAR 6, 368-73), 
we know that there were extensive buildings on the north and west sides of the 
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Roman street, including a small building resembling a temple immediately to the 
west of the waterworks.  
    In the north-west corner of this insula, near the rear of the café, a Roman 
'Pavement & Coins' were found in AD 1852 and 1853 (Hull 1958, 106). Using the 
plan of the 1983-4 watching brief (Fig 3), it is possible to locate this building in the 
extreme north-west corner of Insula 15, in the south end of the ditch of the Norman 
bailey.  
    With reference to the depth of surviving remains below modern ground-level, the 
south wall of the waterworks is only 20cm below modern ground-level, and the 
north-south street separating Insulas 7/8 and 15/16 shows as a parch-mark in dry 
weather, indicating that it survives close to the surface. 

 
Insulas 16 and 24 (Figs 1-3) 

 Grey Friars and its car-park occupy Insula 24 of the Roman town. This and Insula 16 
to the north are very poorly understood and, as yet, no east-west streets have been 
discovered dividing Insula 16 from Insulas 8 and 24. The north-south street 
separating these blocks from Insulas 15 and 23 is known (see Insula 23 below). 
However, the possible internal tower on the Roman wall to the rear of no 11 Roman 
Road suggests an east-west street here since towers such as this were usually 
placed at the end of streets, although not always so (Crummy 2003, 45; no 33 on 
Fig 1). Some possible opus signinum has been recorded in a later feature to the rear 
of 67 Castle Road (no 24 on Fig 1) which is not far east of where street metalling 
has been recorded.  
    Between 1847 and 1857, William Wire recorded the discovery of an unspecified 
number of medieval burials in the kitchen garden (no 5 on Fig 1) and several Roman 
coins within 20 m of the street frontage (ERO C32, sale catalogue 389). 
    When Grey Friars (the house) was being extended in 1904, four Roman coins 
were found (no 6 on Fig 1). 
    In a 2004 evaluation trench at Grey Friars, a tessellated pavement was recorded 
which probably belonged to a Roman town-house. This would have been located in 
the south-west corner of Insula 24 in the angle formed by the main east-west road 
and the north-south street (no 10 on Fig 1). Evaluation trenches excavated at the 
Central Clinic in 2006 exposed wall lines, patches of tessellated pavement, mortar 
floors and gravel yards or paths flanking the eastern side of the gravel north-south 
street (no 27 on Fig 1). These features and the pavement found at Grey Friars may 
have been parts of the same house. 
  
Possible sites of an amphitheatre 
The discovery of the Roman circus at Colchester (Crummy 2005) makes the 
existence of an amphitheatre at Colchester much more likely. Roman towns which 
had a circus seem, in general, to have had an amphitheatre too. Although an 
amphitheatre has not been identified at Colchester, there are clues that such a 
building might have existed, not just from the discovery of the circus, but also from 
objects which have been found over the years showing a familiarity with the 
activities which took place in amphitheatres. Chief among these is the painted wall-
plaster at Balkerne Lane which shows a stage in a gladiatorial contest (Crummy 
1997, 85) and the famous ‘Colchester vase’ with the names of gladiators inscribed 
on it (Crummy 1997, 108). 
    If, as is possible, the amphitheatre had a military origin, then it is likely to have 
been inside the annex to the Roman fortress (CAR 6, 16, fig 16) or immediately to 
the east of it. Thus the most likely site for an amphitheatre is on the flat land at the 
east side of the walled part of the town, particularly since this is where there was a 
concentration of Roman public buildings. An extra-mural site cannot be ruled out, 
although this seems unlikely unless it was built on steeply sloping or low-lying land. 
The river to the north, the steep gradient on East Hill to the east, and the east-west 
valley to the immediate south along what is now Crouch Street and Osborne Street, 
all militate against an extra-mural location for an amphitheatre. If Colchester really 
did possess such a building and it stood outside the walled part of the town, then 
perhaps the most likely spot for it would be on the what was to become the site of 
St John’s abbey to the south of the town centre. But this would mean that the 
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building was constructed at quite a distance from the centre of town. Another 
unlikely possibility is that the building in Insula 13, which we take to be the remains 
of a theatre (CAR 6, 367-8), was in fact an amphitheatre. There are several reasons 
why this is unlikely to have been the case, but the possibility cannot be entirely ruled 
out.  
    If, as seems more likely, the amphitheatre existed inside the walled part of the 
Roman town, then all but three insulae (ie Insulas 22, 23 and 16) can be eliminated 
on the basis of the distribution of known mosaic and tessellated floors and narrow 
foundations (none of which are likely to have been found in an amphitheatre). Insula 
22 contained the Temple of Claudius, of course. Insula 23 is a possibility, but it may 
have been rather too small. The most likely site, then, would appear to be Insula 16. 
The tessellated floor found in Insula 24 in 2004 (no 10 on Fig 1) would appear to rule 
out the latter as a candidate. 

 
Insula 23  
This is also a poorly understood insula. As mentioned above, the expected east-
west street dividing it from Insula 15 has not been discovered. The major east-west 
street dividing Insulas 23 and 24 from Insulas 31 and 32 has, by contrast, been 
observed at various points along the High Street (nos 12?, 28, 30 on Fig 1). Until 
recently, no archaeological work had been undertaken in this area and therefore 
little was known about it. However, recent archaeological investigations at the 
Central Clinic and Grey Friars revealed the north-south gravel street dividing Insulas 
23 and 24 as well as the remains of a Roman town-house on the east side of this 
street (nos 10, 26, 27 on Fig 1).  
    Fragments of Roman foundations have been found at Winsley’s House (no 29 on 
Fig 1) and outside East Lodge (no 31 on Fig 1). 
    Metalling from a Roman street was found at the entrance to Grey Friars in 1930 
(no 7 on Fig 1). It is reported as being aligned north-south, which is odd as this does 
not line up with the north-south street observed at the Central Clinic.  

 
7.3     The Grey Friars (no 3 on Fig 1) 

The Grey Friars site takes its name from the Franciscan friary which was established 
shortly before 1237 and dissolved in 1538. The friars came into England in the reign 
of Henry III. They were quite different from the monks and canons, the principle of 
whose life was seclusion from the world. The friars were to go out into the world and 
preach, to live on alms and have no endowment, and they were not bound in the 
same manner to their houses. The idea of poverty broke down to a certain extent in 
practice, and they did acquire property, but, with a few exceptions, their possessions 
were always comparatively insignificant. Four orders were represented in Essex: the 
Black Friars, the Grey Friars, the Crossed Friars, and the White or Carmelite Friars. 
Grey Friars is one of the most important yet least understood of Colchester's 
medieval archaeological sites. Hardly any excavation has taken place here and the 
buildings of the friary had all disappeared by 1777, judging by the cartographic 
evidence.  

         The Grey Friars at Colchester were given various land grants in the 13th and 14th 
centuries so that, by the time of the Dissolution, they owned a block of land between 
the High Street (this part of which was called Frere Street, after the friary), the town 
wall, and the castle bailey ditch. The friary included a church, a hall, infirmary house, 
lodgings, kitchen, bakery, brewery, gardens, and four acres of land within the 
precinct walls (VCH 9, 306).  
    In 1279, the friars acquired permission to bring water from a spring to the friary via 
an underground conduit. They had to make and repair a hole through the Roman 
town wall to do this (VCH 9, 306). The conduit may correspond with a ditch behind 
Roman Road, marked on the 1875 OS map (Fig 9; no 33 on Fig 1). This ditch meets 
the Roman town wall near the possible site of an internal tower.  
    After the friary was dissolved in 1538, Henry VIII granted the land to Frances 
Jobson. It passed through the hands of various owners until the middle of the 18th 
century when the land was sold to the Rev John Halls. Halls built a new house on 
the street frontage in 1755 (the central part of the Grey Friars building), and laid out 
gardens to the rear. After John Hall’s death, the house and garden and land to the 
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north ('Priory Field') were sold by auction in 1813. The auction lot describes the 
house and then the grounds (Gurney 1998, 10-11):  
 

'… three stall stables, brew house, and various outbuildings, all of the most substantial 
brick and in perfect repair, lawns and pleasure grounds, fishponds, and a capital 
kitchen garden, partly walled and well stocked with fruit trees, another garden 
completely walled round, dry gravel walks, productive orchard, farm yard and 
outbuildings, enclosed by walls, the whole occupying a frontage of about 170 yards...' 
 
    From 1824, the land to the north of the house and garden, which had previously 
been pasture (‘Priory Field’), became botanic gardens. In 1847 the whole site was 
sold again and Priory Field was developed for housing (Roman Road and Castle 
Road) (VCH 9, 306-7; Gurney 1998, 11).  
    Grey Friars house and its garden remained in private ownership until 1908 when it 
was bought by French nuns who opened a school here. They were responsible for 
adding the wings to either side of the Grey Friars house in 1908-1910. In 1920, the 
premises were bought by the County Council for use as the junior school of the 
Colchester County High School for Girls (CCHS) till it moved to its new buildings in 
Norman Way in 1957. At this time, the upper and lower terraces of what is now the 
car-park were divided by pathways with hedges and flowerbeds. The terraces were 
used as a tennis court, playground and playing fields. In World War 2, air-raid 
shelters were constructed here. Since then, Grey Friars has been used as 
temporary accommodation for other schools under reconstruction, until in 1964-65 it 
adopted its present function as an Adult Community College (Gurney 1998, 11). 
    Compared to the documentary evidence, the archaeological evidence is sparse. 
William Wire, between 1847 and 1857, recorded the discovery of several skeletons 
at Grey Friars, found in a row with heads orientated to the west. He wrote that they 
were found in the kitchen garden and that he believed they were probably monks 
from the friary (Fig 1, no 5). A watching brief on groundworks at the rear of 67 Castle 
Road in 1997 recorded a late medieval pit or trench containing food waste and 
domestic rubbish which is probably associated with the friary (no 24 on Fig 1). A 
long archaeological trench excavated at the front of the Central Clinic in 1963 
recorded early medieval pottery at the east end, giving a hint of the proximity of the 
friary site (no 26 on Fig 1). 
    CAT has carried out various small investigations at Grey Friars. An evaluation 
trench excavated against the north wall of the car-park in 2003 revealed a depth of 
modern topsoil and probable post-medieval build-up layers down to 1.5m below the 
car-park ground-level. Natural ground was not reached in this trench; however, a 
trench dug when part of the wall was replaced in 2004 reached natural sand at 1.9m 
below car-park ground-level (CAT Report 264). No Roman or medieval features 
were revealed (nos 8 and 9 on Fig 1). A tessellated pavement was recorded at the 
back of the Grey Friars building in 2004, at 1.1m below ground-level (no 10 on Fig 
1). However, no evidence of the friary was found during this work nor during some 
works to improve access in 2006 (no 11 on Fig 1).  
 

 
 

8       Cartographic evidence  
Understandably, there is no contemporary map evidence for the Roman town, but 
there is some cartographic evidence for this site from AD 1610 onwards. The 
earliest map is John Speed's 1610 survey (Fig 5). The High Street frontage (then 
called Frere Street) is shown as built up. A walled precinct is shown, the boundaries 
of which correspond with the Roman town wall to the north and east, a wall along 
the west boundary, and a wall with gatehouse on the High Street (Frere Street) 
frontage. The gatehouse on Frere Street is roughly where All Saints House stands 
now. The eastern boundary wall of Castle Park follows the same line as the western 
wall of the friary precinct. The map shows a small group of buildings (wrongly 
labelled 'Black Friars') standing slightly back from the Frere Street frontage. These 
buildings appear more like a hall or house than a church or cloister. The land to the 
north is shown as open. Speed's map is inaccurate in other ways and cannot be 
relied on. 
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    In 1718, William Stukeley drew a sketch of buildings on the Grey Friars site 
(wrongly called 'Black Fryers'; Fig 6 and frontispiece) depicting walls of what appear 
to be a church, cloister with a cloister walk, and a building next to the cloister. 
Another building, on the left, could be the chapter-house. It is not clear what the 
compass direction is of Stukeley’s sketch. 
    Morant's map of 1748 (Fig 7) was made before Grey Friars was built and the 
gardens laid out behind it. It shows friary buildings further north than on Speed’s 
map. The rest of the land is dotted with trees. When Morant's map is superimposed 
onto a modern map, the 1748 friary buildings (except for the gatehouse) lie between 
Roman Road and Castle Road, ie to the north of Grey Friars. A path from the 
gatehouse leading to the friary buildings is shown. The path and the buildings could 
tie in with Stukely's sketch if it is a view northwards. 
    A similar scene is shown by Chapman and André in 1777 (Fig 8), except that by 
this time all the friary buildings had gone. Presumably they were taken down in 1755 
by the new owner, the Rev John Halls, when he built Grey Friars and laid out 
gardens to the rear. The Cole and Roper map of 1800-1815 shows more formal-
looking gardens where Roman Road and Castle Road are. By the time Monson 
created his map of Colchester in 1848, the land occupied by Roman Road and 
Castle Road was shown as botanic gardens. He shows a square pond at the 
northern end of the botanic gardens which apparently was made from joining two 
existing ponds, probably friary fish-ponds (no 4 on Fig 1). 
    If Morant correctly places the friary ruins in relation to the adjacent boundaries, 
then they would lie outside the site of the Adult Community College. However, 
additional help appears to be on hand in the deatiled plan carefully prepared for the 
sale of the property in 1847 (Fig 11). This shows the walled kitchen garden where 
the burials were found, and it also shows an interesting square landscaped area 
about 30 m to the north of the east end of the garden. The shape and internal layout 
of this feature are strikingly reminiscent of what appears to have been the remains of 
the cloister in the Stukeley sketch. If this is indeed the case, then with the assistance 
of the Stukeley drawing  we are in a position to speculate on the layout of the friary 
and how it might relate to the Adult Community College site. As is apparent in Figure 
12, Stukeley appears to have drawn the ruined friary from the north so as to look 
southwards. If correct, this would mean that the church was on the south side of 
cloister. Although unusual, such an arrangment is not without its parallels, eg 
Walsingham Friary (Gilyard-Beer 1959, fig 20) and it would suit the position of the 
burials in the kitchen garden since this means that the cemetery would have been 
next to the church as seems usually to have been the case. 
    The 1st edition Ordnance Survey map of 1875 (Fig 9) shows that the frontage 
buildings were still identified as 'Grey Friars', though these were probably rebuilds or 
substantial upgrades of the medieval houses shown on Speed's map (see listed 
buildings, Appendix 2). The major change shown was the construction of Castle 
Road and Roman Road to the north, with properties being developed northwards 
along both roads. The Grey Friars site was still shown as gardens, and terracing and 
pathways are visible. The position of a well is marked and there is a greenhouse or 
arboretum at the end of the garden, adjoining Castle Road. A ditch is marked, 
leading from Roman Road to the Roman town wall, which may be related in some 
way to the 13th-century conduit to the friary (no 33 on Fig 1). 
    By the time that the 3rd edition Ordnance Survey map was surveyed in 1923 
(Fig 10), two wings had been added on to the 18th-century Grey Friars building. 
     
     

 
 
9       Discussion and assessment of the impact of future  
         redevelopment of the site 

The site of Grey Friars lies in an area of Colchester that is key both for Roman town 
remains and for the site of the medieval friary. Grey Friars lies within the walled 
Roman town where many decades of excavation and observation have shown that 
there is a sequence of archaeological deposits which survive unless destroyed by 
later activity. The remains of gravel streets, and of floors and walls of Roman military 
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and public buildings and houses, will, in all probability, survive here. The presence of 
an amphitheatre or another large public Roman building such as baths is always 
possible, but the insula to the north of the site seems more likely. Anglo-Saxon 
remains are much scarcer in Colchester than Roman, but the presence of such 
remains cannot be ruled out. 
    Physical remains of the friary have proved elusive so far, with the skeletons and 
medieval artefacts found in Grey Friars, the medieval pit in Castle Road and the 
medieval pottery at the Central Clinic giving the only archaeological evidence. 
Archaeological interventions have been piecemeal and there has been no planned 
programme of archaeological investigation. However, the cartographic evidence 
appears to show that some of the remains of the main friary buildings are likely to lie 
under the north-eastern part of the Grey Friars car-park (Fig 12).  
    The archaeological remains around this site are not always deeply buried. At the 
rear of the Grey Friars building itself, a Roman tessellated floor was found at 1.1m 
below modern ground-level (no 10 on Fig 1). At the northern end of Grey Friars car-
park, where there has been gradual hill wash down the slope to the car-park wall, 
archaeological deposits may be much deeper down, if they are present. This was 
shown by investigations along this wall in 2003 and 2004 (nos 8 and 9 on Fig 1). 
However, in general the depths of the deposits are difficult to predict without an 
adequate field evaluation, For eaxmple, the car-park area occupies a north-facing 
slope and has been terraced. This work will have truncated some archaeological 
layers and features and will have covered others more deeply. Evidence of this was 
seen during work which was undertaken to improve access and insert a cable trench 
at the back of Grey Friars in 2006 (no 11 on Fig 1). Here a dumped layer containing 
Roman material was found to seal post-medieval topsoil. It seems that Roman 
deposits had been cut into to create a flat area and then the spoil dumped on the 
bank. Landscaping for the gardens, the construction of outbuildings, and the 
creation of a school tennis court and playing fields, will all have had an effect on 
below-ground deposits but are unlikely to have caused wholesale destruction. Ex-
pupils of the CCHS, when it was housed at Grey Friars, remember using air-raid 
shelters in the grounds during World War 2. Presumably these were subterranean 
and therefore their construction will have destroyed archaeological remains, but it is 
unlikely that much attention was paid to recording archaeology, given the 
circumstances. 
    Any future proposals for the redevelopment of this site must take into account the  
presence of Roman and medieval remains on and around the site. A programme of 
trial-trenching is the most effective way of evaluating any archaeological remains. 
The results of any evaluation can be used to devise appropriate mitigation strategies 
to avoid destroying archaeological remains. These strategies will be informed and 
guided by the current legislation (DoE: PPG 16) which states that preservation of 
archaeological remains in situ is the ideal solution, but allows for various mitigation 
strategies (including excavation) to be put in place if preservation in situ is not 
appropriate or feasible. 
    Grey Friars is close to three scheduled ancient monuments (SAMs), although the 
site itself is not scheduled. 
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11    Glossary and abbreviations 

Anglo-Saxon period following the Romans - AD 410 to 1066 
         AOD              Above Ordnance Datum, ie above sea level 

ashlar  any dressed stone 
Boudican  dating to the time of Boudica’s revolt in AD 60/61 
EHER  Essex Historic Environment Record (formerly SMR and EHCR) 
insula  block of land defined by E-W and N-S streets of Roman town 
in situ   in its original position  
occupation signs of human habitation - usually rubbish (potsherds, shells, etc) 
OS  Ordnance Survey 
opus signinum pink waterproof Roman mortar 
prehistoric before the Roman period 
RCHM Royal Commission on Historic Monuments (now part of English 

Heritage) 
Roman  AD 43 to c AD 410 
SAM  Scheduled Ancient Monument 
septaria  local building stone (argillaceous limestone) 
tessellated floor plain red Roman mosaic floor/pavement 
truncated  cut off 
UAD  Urban Archaeological Database 
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Appendix 1: list of all monuments and findspots 
The standing monuments and archaeological discoveries have been given a unique 
reference number (in bold) and are plotted on Figure 1. The site address is followed 
by: 
• CAT site code (year/month - CAT projects only) 
• project date (CAT projects only) 
• principal report reference 
• Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER)/Urban Archaeological Database 

(UAD) record number, if known 
• Scheduled Ancient Monument (SAM) number, if appropriate. 

              
 
 
1        Roman town wall and gate 

Hull 1958, 14-63; CAR 6, 14-18 
EHER nos 12124, 12237, 13112-13113  
Scheduled Ancient Monument no 7 
The Roman town wall was constructed c AD 65-80 after the Boudican revolt of AD 
60/1. The wall does not survive very well in this eastern part of the town. 

 
2        Roman town wall - rear of Roman Road 
          CAT code.: 06/2c 
          Date of project: October 2004 and February 2006 
          CAT Report 356 
          UAD event no 3994 

The remains of the town wall east of the properties along Roman road were 
surveyed in detail in anticipation of remedial works. Two test-pits were dug at the 
base of the wall to determine the exact location of its foundation. Most of the original 
exterior face of the wall has been lost and it has also lost much of its height. 

 
3        Grey Friars friary site 

VCH 9, 306-7 
UAD event no 13136  
EHER no 12231 
The medieval friary was established by 1237 and dissolved in 1538. The area of its 
precinct is defined by the Roman town wall to the north and east, High Street to the 
south, and a wall to the west which divides Castle Road properties from Castle Park 
and divides Grey Friars car-park from the Central Clinic. 
 

4        Possible Grey Friars friary fish-ponds 
VCH 9, 306 
On Monson's map of Colchester of 1848, botanic gardens are shown on the land 
where Roman Road and Castle Road were later built. A square pond is shown at the 
northern end of the botanic gardens which apparently was made from joining two 
ponds, probably friary fish-ponds. 
 

5        Grey Friars or streets to the north 
VCH 9, 307 
UAD event no 3833 
William Wire, writing in his diary between 1847 and 1857, reported that several 
skeletons were found at Grey Friars, in a row, with their heads to the west (Wire 
map and note 24). Their exact location is not known, but he concluded that they 
were probably monks from Grey Friars. He also recorded several Roman coins and 
one or two medieval rings from the site. VCH 9 states that skeletons were found in 
the kitchen garden north-west of the 18th-century house and presumably these are 
the same ones, perhaps found in 1847 when the whole estate was sold and the 
construction of Roman Road and Castle Road was begun.   
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6        Grey Friars  
1904 
Hull 1958, 192 
Four Roman coins were found when Grey Friars was being extended in 1904.  
 

7        Grey Friars 
1930 
Hull 1958, 75 
UAD event no 591 
When a pathway into the entrance of Grey Friars was being laid in 1930, gravel from 
a north-south Roman street was exposed. This was in Insula 24, and it does not line 
up with the north-south street located at the Central Clinic, so it is rather a 
conundrum. 
 

8        Grey Friars (Adult Community College) 
CAT code: 03/1b 
Project date: January 2003 
CAT Report 219 
UAD event no 4039 
An evaluation trench in the car-park revealed a depth of modern topsoil and 
probable post-medieval layers down to 1.5m below the car-park ground-level. 
Natural ground was not reached, and it was thought that medieval and Roman 
deposits were deeper down here.  
 

9        Grey Friars (Adult Community College) 
CAT code: 04/1e 
Project date: January-February 2004 
CAT Report 264 
UAD event no 3962 

    A watching brief was carried out during the excavation of a trench to replace a 
stretch of wall which forms the north boundary of the car-park of the Adult 
Community College. The trench was dug to 1.9m below the car-park ground-level 
and did not disturb any features of archaeological interest. Unlike the evaluation 
trench of 2003 (CAT Report 219, no 8 of this report), the trench did reach natural 
ground (at.1.9m below the car-park surface). Therefore any features relating to the 
medieval friary or earlier buildings should have been exposed if they survive here. It 
may be that the site of the friary buildings does not extend as far north as the 
northern edge of the car-park, or indeed that they are sited further north. 
    At the eastern edge of the wall trench, the ground was looser and sandier and 
had the appearance of being modern made-up ground. 

 
10      Grey Friars (Adult Community College) 

CAT code: 04/10a 
Project date: October 2004 
CAT Report 290 
UAD event no 4027 
During a small-scale archaeological evaluation on the proposed site of foundations 
for a lift, part of a Roman tessellated pavement was recorded at a depth of 1.1m. 
Post-Roman levels in the area had been extensively disturbed by modern service-
trenches. 

 
11      Grey Friars (Adult Community College) 

CAT project code: 06/1e 
Project date: January 2006 
CAT Report 369 
A watching brief was carried out during small-scale building work, which was mainly 
undertaken to improve access. Three areas were monitored at the rear of the 
building, but the ground was only disturbed to a depth of between 20cm and 60cm 
and this was not deep enough to encounter archaeological deposits. In one area, 
dug for lighting cables, a layer of dumped soil containing residual Roman material 
was recorded lying over a post-medieval topsoil. It is possible that soil had been 
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removed from the adjacent car-park to make a flat terrace and that the soil had then 
been dumped on the bank. 
 

12      High Street (by All Saints House) 
CAT code: 6/82a 
Project date: June 1982 
CAR 6, 988 
UAD event no 3292 
A service-trench in the north gutter of the High Street, outside All Saints House, 
revealed gravel layers directly below modern tarmac. It is unclear whether this was 
Roman street metalling, or more recent origin.  

 
13      Church of St James the Great, East Hill 

VCH 9, 317-20 
EHER nos 12228, 12230  
The Church of St James the Great, the largest in Colchester, stands in a 
commanding position just inside the site of the east gate at the top of East Hill. It is 
built of rubble with ashlar dressings, and comprises an aisled chancel with north-
east vestry, aisled and clerestoried nave with north porch, and tower. The north-
western quoins (of re-used Roman brick) of an unaisled nave survive, and the later 
medieval development suggests that, in the 12th century, the church may have been 
cruciform. The lower stages of the tower are late 12th or early 13th century, and the 
upper stage is 14th century. The presumed transepts were extended into aisles c 
1300. The church underwent a major reconstruction in the 15th century. The tower 
was said to be decayed in 1633. The church was in reasonably good order in 1835 
except for the north wall, but by 1870 it was so dilapidated that services were no 
longer being held there. Restoration work was carried out in 1871-2 under S S 
Teulon. Two bells by Miles Graye of Colchester of 1622 survive (VCH 9, 319).  
    John Ball, the leader of the Peasant's Revolt in 1381, was an assistant priest 
here. Following the Siege of Colchester in 1648, it was in this churchyard that the 
defeated Royalists stacked their weapons before being marched off into captivity 
(web source: http://www.stjamesstpaulcolchester.org.uk). 

 

14      Church of St James the Great, East Hill 
CAT code: 00/3g 
Project date: March 2000 
CAT Report 72 
Three trenches were cut outside the south aisle to intercept a blocked drain. No 
burials were disturbed, but there was a quantity of loose human bone in the topsoil. 
Two of the trenches only penetrated into topsoil. The other trench revealed the outer 
face of the south aisle wall and one of the buttresses. 

 

15      The Minories garden, 73-75 High Street 
CAT project code: 9/77 
Project date: August 1977 
CAR 6, 859 
Two shallow trenches revealed parts of a post-medieval wall of plain red bricks. This 
was the north-south wall separating nos 73 and 75 High Street. It is shown on both 
the 1848 Monson map of Colchester and the Ordnance Survey 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
edition maps (1875, 1897, 1923).  

 

16      1-3 Queen Street (Visitor Centre) 
CAT project code: 05/5f 
Project date: May-July 2005 
CAT Report 376 
UAD event no 3987 
A watching brief was carried out during groundworks to renovate the building. In 
places, the works provided very limited exposure of what appeared to be the 
remains of a substantial Roman house in the form of a medieval robber trench for a 
Roman foundation and Roman demolition debris. This house would have been 
located within Insula 31 of the Roman town. There were no surviving medieval 
deposits other than the 12th- to 13th-century robber trench. 
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17      Cowdray Crescent 
CAT code: 4/80a 
Project date: April 1980 
CAR 6, 940 
UAD event no 3275 
Four service trenches were dug across the south-eastern corner of Cowdray 
Crescent. A right-angled corner of a Roman wall was uncovered in trench 3 (under 
the Crescent road surface) at 0.5m below modern ground surface. Roman gravel 
metalling deriving from the Roman north-south street separating Insulas 22 and 23 
was exposed in trench 2 at 40cm below modern ground-level (under the pavement 
on the Hollytrees side of the Crescent). Trenches 1 and 4 were cut through modern 
or disturbed material, and were not helpful in establishing the position of the street. 

 
18      Castle Park (north of Café in the park) 

CAT code: 00/10c 
Project date: November 2000 
CAT Report 102 
A watching brief on a hole being excavated for a telephone box and connecting 
cable, 10.6m north of the café, showed that it only penetrated 12.5cm, into made-up 
ground. No archaeological material was observed.  

 
19      Castle Park (putting green, Hollytrees Museum, Natural History Museum) 

CAT code: 02/5a 
Project date: May 2002 
CAT Report 191 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out on two areas of cable-trenching in 
Upper Castle Park, Colchester, Essex: on the putting green and outside Hollytrees 
Museum. Another length of cabling was monitored on the other side of the High 
Street, just outside the Natural History Museum. Residual Roman pottery and tile 
were recorded but no features of archaeological significance were observed, and it 
is thought that the trenches were not dug deep enough to have an impact on many 
archaeological deposits. 
 

20      Castle Park (Lower and Upper Castle Park) 
CAT code: 04/5b 
Project date: May and July 2004 
CAT Report 286 
A watching brief was carried out during the digging of small holes for new fence 
posts and an information board in Lower Castle Park, footings at the Café in the 
park, and pits for the bases of three new benches in Upper Castle Park. The 
footings dug to enclose the alcove at the back of the café are within Insula 7 of the 
Roman town, where street metalling and Roman buildings with tessellated 
pavements have been observed during archaeological excavations in the past. The 
holes for the new benches were dug within Insula 16 of the Roman town. The post-
holes for the information board and fence were excavated to the north of the Roman 
town wall and its rampart. The deepest excavations were for the footings by the café 
which extended to a depth of 90cm. No archaeological remains were exposed. 
 

21      5 Roman Road 
CAT code: 03/3a 
Project date: March 2003 
CAT Report 230 
The site is within Insula 16 of the Roman town. A watching brief took place on 
footings trenches for a rear extension. The footings trenches, dug to a depth of 
40cm below modern ground-level, were not deep enough to penetrate modern 
topsoil cover. No archaeological features were recorded. 

 
22      24 Castle Road  

CAT code: 00/9b 
Project date: September-October 2000 
CAT Report 158 
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An archaeological watching brief was carried out at 24 Castle Road. Roman finds 
and features were recorded, including an opus signinum Roman floor surface and a 
collapsed wall to a building at the front of the plot. This would have been at the 
western boundary of Insula 8. 
 

23      47 Castle Road 
Hull 1958, 92; Duncan 1858, 215 
UAD event nos 156 and 620 
The evidence for Roman town-houses here consists of a large tessellated pavement 
found outside 47 Castle Road in 1852. This was said to be made of red and black 
tesserae and to be either 18 or 23 inches below the road surface. The pavement lay 
under the entire width of the road. Roman pottery, an unguentarium (small glass 
bottle) and a Roman coin were found with it. The find was marked on the 1st edition 
OS map 1875 and is within Insula 8 of the Roman town (Fig 9). 

 
24      67 Castle Road 

CAT code: 7/97c 
Project date: 1997 
UAD event no 3528 
CAT carried out a watching brief during the digging of footings trenches for a rear 
extension to 67 Castle Road. A large, deep, flat-bottomed pit or trench was dug 
through which contained late medieval pottery, oyster shell, post-medieval brick and 
tile, and an amount of animal bone. The type of bone and the other material 
suggests food waste and other domestic debris. The pottery was 15th-16th century 
in date. This feature must have been associated with the friary of the Grey Friars. 
There were no Roman finds, but there was a band of pinkish material in section 
which may well have been opus signinum debris, although this could not be 
confirmed. If it were opus signinum, then it suggests that the Roman material which 
was here was cut into by late medieval or post-medieval activity. This would have 
been in Insulas 16/24 of the Roman town and is not far east of where Roman street 
metalling has been recorded.  

 
25      Hollytrees Museum 

CAT code: 00/8e 
Project date: August 2000-February 2001 
CAT Report 132 
A watching brief was maintained on works associated with the construction of a new 
path on the north side of Hollytrees Museum, and an access ramp on the east side. 
The building works did not have any impact on archaeological remains. Either the 
excavations took place where the ground had previously been heavily disturbed or 
they were not deep enough to reach below-ground remains. The fills of the trenches 
mainly consisted of modern made-up ground, fill for drain-trenches, or brick 
foundations and rubble. 

  
26      Central Clinic site 

Project date: May 1963  
Colchester Museum Annual Reports 1963-4, 9 
UAD event no 3128 
A long, east-west trial-trench (189 feet long and 5 feet wide) was dug across the 
south face of the proposed new clinic site in 1963. The work was carried out by 
Brian Blake, on behalf of the Colchester Excavation Committee. In the absence of a 
site plan, the trench position on Figure 1 is approximate only. However, the eastern 
end of this 1963 trench was located during trial-trenching work in 2006 (see below, 
no 27). 
    The trench was dug down (an unspecified depth) to natural sand and gravel 
subsoil. The report says that 'vestigial' traces were found of the north-south Roman 
gravel street dividing Insulas 23 and 24, but no other Roman remains. Early 
medieval pottery at the east end of the trench perhaps indicates the proximity of the 
Grey Friars site. Miscellaneous Roman and later medieval sherds were recovered 
from the rest of the trench.  
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27      Central Clinic site 

Project date: May 2006 
CAT code: 05/12a 
CAT Report 372 
An evaluation by trial-trenching was carried out at the Central Clinic in May 2006. 
The north-south gravel street separating Insulas 23 and 24 was found to be well 
preserved on the north side of the site, but heavily truncated on the south side. As 
would be expected in the Roman town, there were Roman structures on the east 
side of the street (presumably a town-house). The remains included three wall lines, 
patches of tessellated and mortar floors, and areas of gravelling (yards or paths) at 
between 30cm and 1.8m below ground-level. Over most of the site, the highest 
significant archaeological horizon was a layer of Roman clay which was probably the 
debris resulting from the demolition of the Roman buildings. The Roman remains 
were heavily truncated by post-medieval and modern pits and service trenches, 
especially on the south side of the present clinic buildings. 

 
28      Winsley’s House, High Street 

1937 
UAD event no 601 
Roman street metalling was encountered in the High Street outside Winsley’s 
House, 18 inches from the surface. This likely to have been part of the major east-
west street dividing Insulas 23 and 31. 

 
29      Winsley’s House, High Street 

UAD event no 130 
Roman walls, aligned north-south and east-west, were found at the rear of Winsley’s 
House. 

 
30      Winsley’s House, High Street 

Hull 1958, 65 
UAD event no 617 
Roman street metalling was recorded on East Hill outside Winsley’s House by P G 
Laver. 

 
31      East Lodge, High Street 

1967 
Dunnett 1971 
UAD event no 124 
A cable-trench dug outside East Lodge, on the High Street, encountered a Roman 
wall made of lumps of septaria and mortar.  

 
32      Large ditch marked on the OS 1:500 map of 1875.  
          Perhaps a ditch associated with the water conduit laid in 1279. 
 
33      Possible site of an intermal tower at the rear of the Roman town wall.  
          Exact position uncertain. 
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Appendix 2: Listed Buildings 
 

(Taken from RCHM 1982, List of buildings of special architectural or historic interest: 
Colchester, and from the Images of England web-site.) 

 
The Roman town wall 
Grade II. 
 
Church of St James the Great, East Hill 
Grade B 
The Roman town wall forms part of the property boundary. 
 
Churchyard wall of St James the Great, East Hill 
Grade II 
Red brick wall at right angles to and adjoining the Roman wall, surmounted by an 
iron fence. 
 
No 3 East Hill (south side) 
Grade II 
Early 19th century. 
 
Nos 82, 82a and 82c, East Hill (north side) 
Grade II 
Early Georgian with plastered front. 2 storeys with attics and cellars. Parapet front. 
 
No 83 East Hill (north side) 
Grade II 
18th century, altered in the 19th century. 3 storeys. 
 
No 86 East Hill (north side) 
Grade II 
Large 1817-18 house with stucco front. 2 storeys with attics and basement. 

 
Nos 6 and 7 East Hill and 54a Priory Street (south side) 
Grade II 
18th century, timber-framed and plastered, with pargetting. 2 storeys. Attic dormer. 
 
No 8 East Hill (south side) 
Grade II 
18th century, timber-framed and plastered. 3 storeys with attics. 
 
Nos 9 and 10 East Hill (south side) 
Grade II* 
Good early Georgian town house with fine brick front. 2 storeys. 
 
Natural History Museum (former All Saints' church), High Street  
Grade II 
Former 12th-century church. 
 
No 67 High Street  
Grade II 
Late 18th century. Originally one house with no 67a and no 1 Queen Street. Red 
brick. 2 storeys with attic. 
 
No 68 High Street 
Grade II 
Mid 19th century. 3 storeys. 
 
No 69, 70, 70a and 70b High Street 
Grade II 
17th century, timber-framed and plastered. Front faced with early 18th-century brick. 
3 storeys. 
Nos 71 and 72 High Street 
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Grade II. 
 
Nos 73a and 73b High Street 
Grade II 
17th century, re-fronted in brick in late 18th century. Modern alterations to ground 
floor. 
 
No 74 High Street (the Minories) 
Grade II* 
Early 16th century, timber-framed. Remodelled in later 18th century for Thomas 
Boggis, a baymaker. Rear wing has been much altered externally. Interior of this 
wing has a staircase of c 1600. 
 
Summer house in the Minories garden (no 74 High Street) 
Grade II* 
Mid 18th-century Gothic style. Originally part of the garden to East Hill House. 
 
No 76 High Street (East Hill House) 
Grade I 
Fine 18th-century town-house, formerly known at ‘Berryfields’. 3 storeys with early 
18th-century front. The Roman town wall forms part of the southern boundary. 
 
Wall to east of East Hill House (no 76 High Street) with drinking fountain 
Grade II 
18th-century wall extending into St James the Great churchyard. 
 
All Saints House, High Street 
Grade II 
18th century. 3 storeys. Late 18th century red brick front. 
 
Wall to All Saints House, High Street and Roman Road 
Grade II 
18th-century red brick wall along the High Street frontage and Roman Road. 
 
Grey Friars, High Street 
Grade II* 
Built 1755 by the Rev John Halls. Large red brick wings in 18th-century style added 
onto the east and west in 1908-10. Garden front added in 1780. 2 storeys. 
 
Telephone kiosk outside Grey Friars, High Street 
Grade II 
Designed by Sir Giles Scott. Cast iron. 
 
Wall to Grey Friars, Roman Road 
Grade II 
18th-century high red brick wall to Grey Friars with recessed panels in the upper 
courses. (Note - the north-east wall was replaced in 2004.) 

 
Hillcrest, High Street 
Grade II 
Late 18th century. 3 storeys. Now part of the Adult Community College (Grey 
Friars). 
 
Winsley’s House, High Street 
Grade II 
Early 18th century. 2 storeys. Timber-framed and plastered. The front has been 
altered in the Gothic style. 

 



CAT Report 391: An archaeological  desk-based assessment of land around the Adult Community College, Grey Friars, High Street, Colchester, Essex: November 
2006  

 2
1 

No 83 (Gate House) and no 84 (East Lodge), High Street 
Grade I 
16th- and 17th-century building with fine 17th-century plaster front. 2 storeys with 
attics. Timber-framed and plastered. 
 
Hollytrees Museum, High Street 
Grade I 
A fine early 18th-century brick building in its own grounds, now part of Castle Park. 
Built 1717-18. Home of Charles Gray. 3 storeys. West wing added in 1748. 
 
Ironwork screen and gate along street frontage of Hollytrees Museum, High 
Street 
Grade II 
18th century. 
 
No 1 Queen Street (Visitor Centre) 
Grade II 
Late 18th century in red brick. 2 storeys and attic. 
 
No 3 Queen Street (Visitor Centre) 
Grade II 
18th century and earlier, timber-framed and rendered. 19th-century shop front. 
 
Nos 53 and 54 Priory Street 
Grade II 
18th century, timber-framed and plastered. 2 storeys and attics. 
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