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1       Summary 
An archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching was carried out in March 2011 in 
advance of the construction of three detached dwellings and detached garages at 
The Cedars, Cedars Lane, Capel St Mary, Suffolk.  

The evaluation has revealed no significant archaeological deposits and has shown 
that this site has not been the focus of any significant activity in the past. The 
artefactual evidence suggests some activity in the area during the post-medieval 
period and tree-throw pits containing 19th/20th century artefacts in the backfill attest 
to the presence of an orchard on the site in recent times. The fruit trees have 
subsequently been removed from the area of the proposed development and 
replaced with grass. Two post-holes identified in Trench 2 are probably the remains 
of a 19th/20th century fence line. No other archaeological deposits or palaeosols 
were uncovered.  
 

2       Introduction (Fig 1) 
2.1 This is the archive report on an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching carried 

out by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) on the 22nd March 2011 at The 
Cedars, Cedars Lane, Capel St Mary, Suffolk. The archaeological work was 
commissioned and funded by Vaughan and Blyth (Contractors) Ltd.  

2.2    The site lies at the southwestern edge of the village on the western side of Cedars 
Lane (site centre is NGR TM 087 381). 

2.2 Planning permission has been sought from Babergh District Council (B/10/01483) for 
the erection of three detached dwellings and detached garages at The Cedars.  

2.3 The Planning Authority has been advised that any consent should be conditional 
upon an agreed programme of work taking place before development begins, in 
accordance with PPS 5 Planning for the Historic Environment (Policy HE 12.3), to 
record and advance understanding of the significance of the heritage asset before it 
is damaged or destroyed. 

2.4 In order to inform the archaeological mitigation strategy, the excavation of linear 
trenches was required on the development area. Details of the required work was 
set out in a document titled Brief and Specification for Archaeological Evaluation, 
The Cedars, Cedars Lane, Capel St Mary, Suffolk, written by Dr Jess Tipper 
(SCCAS 2011). In response to the SCCAS Brief, CAT prepared a Written Scheme of 
Investigation (WSI) that was agreed with SCCAS (CAT 2011). 

2.6 This report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for 
Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for an archaeological field evaluation (IfA 
2008a) and Standard and guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation 
and research of archaeological materials (IfA 2008b). Other sources used are 
English Heritage’s Management of Archaeological Projects (MAP 2), and Standards 
for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14). 

 

3      Archaeological background  
The site of the proposed dwellings lies in an area of high archaeological importance 
recorded in the County Historic Environment Record. An archaeological evaluation 
immediately to the west defined ditches dating to the Roman period (HER no. CSM 
027) and it was therefore assumed that there was a high potential for encountering 
further early occupation deposits within the development area. 

 

4       Aim 
The aim of the evaluation was to: 

� Establish whether any archaeological deposits exist in the area, with 
particular regard to any which are of sufficient importance to merit 
preservation in situ.  

� Identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological 
deposit within the application area, together with its probable extent, 
localised depth and quality of preservation.  

� Evaluate the probable impact of past land uses and the possible presence of 
masking colluvial/alluvial deposits.  

� Establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence.  
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5       Results (Figs 1&2) 
The specified 5% evaluation required trenches with a combined length of 31m.  
Two trenches were excavated. Trench 1 was 26m long and was situated on a NW-
SE alignment across the rear of the footprints of the proposed new dwellings. Trench 
2 was 5m long and crossed the footprint of the central proposed new dwelling closer 
to the street frontage. The trenches were the width of one mechanical excavator 
toothless bucket, which in this instance was 2.15m wide. Using the mechanical 
excavator under archaeological supervision the turf, the topsoil (L1) and an 
underlying soil accumulation (L2) were removed. This revealed the ‘natural’ ground, 
which was a medium orange boulder clay (a Quaternary glacial drift deposit) 
containing occasional chalk and flint nodules (L3).  
 The topsoil was a medium grey/brown clayey-silt with rare stones that varied in 
depth between 280mm and 450mm. Frequent charcoal and brick inclusions were 
noted in the topsoil as well as modern and post-medieval artefacts (see section 6 
below). Beneath the topsoil, a light brown silty-clay with rare stones that was 
between 90mm and 150mm thick was identified. This is interpreted as an early soil 
accumulation at the interface with the natural clay L3. Two small trial-holes were 
hand excavated to confirm that the clay L3 was boulder clay and not a masking 
colluvial/alluvial deposit. The clay was homogenous in both the trial-holes and 
throughout both of the trenches.  
 
 

 
                                    Plate 1:   Trench 1, view north-west. 

 
The boulder clay was cleaned and closely examined for archaeological deposits and 
artefacts. Three features were excavated (50% sample) to ascertain their date and 
character.  

Two post-holes (F1 and F2) were identified in Trench 2. Both post-holes were 
irregular in shape and had dark grey silt fills with frequent inclusions of charcoal and 
brick. A pottery fragment dating to the 19th/20th century was recovered from post-
hole F1 and F2 is assumed to be of the same age. The stump of a tree that had 
been recently cut down was located in the centre of Trench 2 (Plate 2) and Trench 2 
also cut through a modern path/driveway (L4). 

F3 was one of around five sub-circular features identified in the southeastern half 
of Trench 1. It was only 20mm deep, had a medium grey/brown clayey-silt fill with 
frequent charcoal and brick inclusions and had an irregular base (Plate 3). The finds 
recovered from F3 were all 19th/20th century in date (see section 6). Most of the 
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other ‘pits’ were found to be shallower still than F3 and also contained 19th/20th 
century artefacts. 

 

 
                                     Plate 2:   Trench 2, view north-west 
 

It is probable that these features are backfilled tree-throw pits created by the removal 
of trees and the back-filling of the holes created during this process. These trees 
were probably fruit trees based on the presence of a number of large elderly fruit 
trees to the south-west which appear to have been planted in rows (Fig 1), and by 
the presence of what appears to be an orchard on the old Ordnance Survey maps of 
the area. It is probable that brick and charcoal Inclusions noted in L2 are also 
attributable to disturbance associated with the removal of the fruit trees. 

 

 
                                     Plate 3:   F3, view north-east 
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6       Finds  
The finds recovered during the watching brief are listed below by finds number for 
each context (Table 1). The post-Roman pottery fabrics refer to the Colchester fabric 
series CAR 7 (post-Roman). Only modern iron objects were recovered using the 
metal detector. These were not retained.  

 
ctxt finds 

no 
finds spot date 

L1/2 1 Clay pipe stem 1 @ 2.7g. 
?bottle glass fragment, 19th/20th century, 1 @ 18g. 
 Post-medieval pottery, Fabric 40 glazed red 
earthenware 17th-19th century 1 @ 9.6g. 
 19th/20th century pottery, Fabric 48d ironstone 
with blue pattern 1 @ 11g. 

19th/20th century 

F1 2 19th/20th century pottery, Fabric 48d ironstone with 
light blue pattern 1 @ 4.1g. 

19th/20th century 

F3 3 19th/20th century, Fabric 48d 3 willow pattern, 1 
white glaze 4 @ 7.4g. 
Animal bone, large mammal rib 1 @ 25.1g. 
Slate 1 @ 8.4g. 

19th/20th century 

Table 1  Finds by context  

  

7       Conclusion 
The evaluation has revealed no significant archaeological deposits and has shown 
that this site has not been the focus of any significant activity in the past. The 
artefactual evidence suggests some activity in the area during the post-medieval 
period and tree-throw pits containing 19th/20th century artefacts in the backfill attest 
to the presence of an orchard on the site in recent times. The fruit trees have 
subsequently been removed from the area of the proposed development and 
replaced with grass. Two post-holes identified in Trench 2 are probably the remains 
of a 19th/20th century modern fence line. 

 

8       Archive deposition 
The paper archive and finds are currently held by CAT at 12 Lexden Road, 
Colchester, Essex, but will be permanently deposited with Suffolk County Council 
Archaeology Service (reference CSM032). 
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11    Glossary             
 AOD  above ordnance datum 

context  on an excavation site, a specific location (especially of finds)  
‘F1’ In the identification of archaeological contexts the context number is 

prefixed by either ‘F’ indicating a feature 
feature something excavated, ie a wall, a floor, a pit, a ditch, etc    
IfA  Institute for Archaeologists 
‘L1’ In the identification of archaeological contexts the context number is 

prefixed by either ‘L’ indicating a layer 
modern                    period from c AD 1800 to the present 
natural                     geological deposit undisturbed by human activity 
NGR                        National grid reference 
post-medieval          after c AD 1500 to c AD 1800 
SCCAS  Suffolk County Council Archaeological Service 
SHER   Suffolk Historic Environment Record (Suffolk CC Archaeological Service) 
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Appendix 1: contents of archive 
 
One A4 document wallet containing; 
 

1       Introduction  
3.1 Copy of the excavation brief issued by SCCAS.  
3.2 Copy of the WSI produced by CAT 
3.3 Risk assessment 
 

2       Site Archive 
3.1 Digital photo record 
3.2 Attendance register 
3.3 Context sheets (F1-F3, L1-L4) 
3.4 Trench sheets (T1-T2) 
3.5 Finds register 
3.6 Site photographic record on cd 
3.7 1 A4 section sheet 
 

3       Research Archive 
3.1 Monitoring (client) report 
 
 

Not in file 
The finds occupy less than one box and may not be retained (CAT will consult SCCAS) 
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Appendix 2: SCCAS Brief 
 (following pages) 

 
 
 
 























Ashmead

The Cedars

Skene House

Cedars Lane

Fig 1  Site plan

20 m0

F2

F1

F3

E 608808
N 238150

E 608789
N 238167

E 608789
N 238167

E 608789
N 238167

T1

T2




