
1. Summary 

Five 15m trenches were excavated on land of a proposed housing development north of Gosbecks 
Archaeological Park. Nine features of natural origin were recorded (tree throws or silt patches), as 
well as one shallow undated ditch. Nothing else of archaeological interest was encountered.

2. Introduction (Fig 1)
 

This is the report on trial-trenching carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) on land to 
the rear of 284-300 Shrub End Road, Colchester, Essex (TL 969 230), on the 7th May 2015. The 
work was commissioned by Balkerne Gate Developments Ltd following the direction of a brief 
(2015) prepared by the Colchester Borough Council Archaeological Advisor (CBCAA). The brief 
was issued in response to a planning application for the proposed development of the site, 
comprising the construction of five bungalows and garages, with associated parking and access 
(Planning Ref: 150478). Work proceeded in accordance with a WSI prepared by CAT (2015) in 
response to the above brief.

In addition to the WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with local and national 
standards as detailed in CAT 2014, CIfA 2008a, CIfA 2008b, MoRPHE, EAA 8, EAA 14, and EAA 
24.

3. Archaeological background (Fig 2)

The development lies 3.5km south of Colchester town centre, close to the scheduled ancient 
monument of Gosbecks Iron Age and Romano-British site (Essex SAM 57), which itself contains 
Gosbecks Archaeological Park (see Fig 2). The SAM covers an extensive area, and comprises 
nationally important archaeological remains of the late Iron Age and Roman including a temple, 
theatre, an early Roman fort and part of a large Iron Age field system. Also nearby is Heath Farm 
dyke, part of the extensive Iron Age earthworks surrounding Colchester. Fieldwalking and trial 
trenching carried out in the immediate area have defined late Iron Age and Roman occupation 
features, including a Roman water-main, droveways and pits, and a small number of Roman burials
(both early cremations and later inhumations). An excavation in 1995-96 on the site of a new road 
exposed several droveways, large ditches and burials (CAT Report 127, see Fig 2).

As a result there was a high probability of archaeological remains dating to the Iron Age and Roman
period being present in the development area, given the proximity to known remains.

Historic OS maps dating back to 1876 show no previous building present on the site (Plates I-VI, 
site shown in red). It appears to have been a field or garden for all of it's recent history.
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Plate I   1876 OS map. Plate II   1897 OS map.

Plate III   1958 OS map. Plate IV  1968 OS map.

Plate V  1991 OS map. Plate VI   Modern OS map.


