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What is Report 1000? 
Report 1000 contains descriptions of 428 previously-unpublished 
archaeological projects carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust 
between 1984 and 2000.  

 

Background 
CAT policy has been to publish large and important sites in full - see the Colchester 
Archaeological Reports 1-12, published between 1981 and 1995. In that series can 
be found the published texts of the major 1970s and 1980s town-centre excavations 
at Lion Walk, Balkerne Lane, and Middleborough (CAR 3), Culver Street, and the 
Gilberd School (CAR 6). Some of the CAR Reports are themed – CAR 1 on Aspects 
of Anglo-Saxon Colchester, CAR 9 on Roman and later cemeteries and religious 
establishments, and CAR 11 on the survey and excavation of the Colchester Dykes. 
Other CAR volumes dealt with small finds (CAR 2, 5), coins (4), post-Roman pottery 
(7), glass (8), Roman pottery (10), and animal bones (12). CAR 6 also had a second 
function, to publish or at least list all the smaller sites (from the 1970s up to 1988) 
which had not previously been published.   
 
For various reasons, it was decided to finish the CAR Series at volume 12. After this, 
major sites were published in Essex Archaeology & History 1. Later, some site reports 
appeared in the short-lived Colchester Archaeological Journal 2. The major élite burial 
site at Stanway was published as volume 24 in the Britannia Monograph Series 
(2007). The exception is excavations at Gosbecks, St Mary’s Hospital, and St 
Botolph’s Priory, none of which had adequate funding.  
 
In the 1970s and 1980s, British archaeology had a problem - how do we deal with the 
vast quantities of finds and data generated by large-scale archaeological 
excavations?. The answer was crystallised in the famous Frere (1975 3) and Cunliffe 
(1983 4) Reports. Essentially, these reports recommended that only summaries of 
fieldwork should be published, with the data being made available for study in an 
accessible archive. The in-house procedures of CAT, along with other archaeological 
organisations, followed these guidelines in the sense that major sites were published, 
but only short summaries of other projects appeared, for instance, in the annual 
round-u published by Essex Archaeology & History, and in Britannia and Medieval 
Archaeology for Roman and medieval sites respectively.  
 
However, these publications did not include a large number of minor sites (although 
the site records have always been available for inspection at CAT HQ, or (when 
accessioned ) at Colchester Museum).  
 
In 1997, we started to number our site reports in the CAT Report series, which now 
contains over 1200 site reports (these can be viewed and downloaded from 
http://cat.essex.ac.uk/reports.  
 
Most fieldwork was reported in a CAT Report from 1997 to 2000, and after 2000, all 
our fieldwork. The missing sites are given in this report. 
 
                                                      
1
 the most important being the Roman buildings in East Stockwell Street and St Johns Street in EAH 23 

(1992), Osborne Street in EAH 25 (1994), Angel Yard in EAH 27 (1996), and St Mary Magdalen’s 
Hospital in EAH 34 (2007).  
2
 Short Wyre Street, and Co-operative Stores in 2001, St Peters House and 64-76 Hythe Hill in 2002. 

3
 Frere, S.S. 1975 Principles of Publication in Rescue Archaeology: Report by a Working Party of the 

Ancient Monuments Board for England. Committee for Rescue Archaeology, London. 
4
 Cunliffe, B.W. 1983 The Publication of Archaeological Excavations: Report of a Joint Working Party of 

the Council for British Archaeology and the Department of the Environment. London. 



How to use this report 
In this report, sites are given in date order. A typical site code would be 87/7e, which 
would be the fifth project in July 1987. So, if you are looking for information on a site 
whose location and CAT Project code you know, you can look it us simply by going 
straight to the four volumes: 
 

Volume 1: sites on and within the Roman and later town walls 
 
Volume 2: sites in Colchester Borough, but outside the town walls 
(This is in two halves: Volume 2a: sites from 1984 - 1994. Volume 2b: sites from 
1995-2000) 
 
Volume 3: sites outside Colchester Borough. 

 
At the front of each volume are two indices: sites indexed by date order (ie, 
mirroring the layout of the report), and sites indexed by address. If you know a 
site’s address but not the CAT code, this is the way to find the report. 
 
Also at the front of Volumes 1 and 2 are plans giving site locations. This is not a 
complete plot  - we don’t have full CAD map coverage.  
 
Volume 3 also contains the X Series finds list. This was used to catalogue loose finds 
from small sites. As far as possible, the X series finds have been added to the reports 
in these volumes. 
 
The original site notes did not always give exact site locations. Consequently, some 
sites are plotted with confidence (sometime with actual trench locations), whereas 
others are merely indicated by an open circle.  
 
Finally, the original site records did not always have an NGR (especially when they  
were an easily-located specific address in the town. So, in many cases, the NGR has 
been generated HB, as accurately as possible.  

   
 
 
 
  
 



CAT Report 1000: index of sites by Project code (year/month/letter) 

 i 

Index of sites by project code (year/month/project letter) 
 
Notes: for earlier projects, see Colchester Archaeological Report 6 and its fiche supplement 
Final column indicates whether report is in Volume 1, 2 or 3 
 
CAT 
code 

parish address NGR type detail V 

84/3b 

                                    

 

Colchester  

 

Lexden Road, 76 (corner 
plot between Lexden Rd 
and Fitzwalter Road) 

TL 97824 25036 

 

 Retrospective note on X series find 293. An iron bar found “in 
(gravel?) pit of unknown date”. Handed in by a member of the 
public? 

2 

84/4c  

 

Colchester 

 

High Street,116, George 
Hotel  

TL 9974 2524 

 

Building recording? Never happened 1 

84/11a 
  

 

Colchester 

 

Berechurch Dyke, south of 
Berechurch Hall Road 

 

TL 9957 2156 

 

Excav Section across Berechurch Dyke, summarised in CAR 11, page 
159 

2 

85/4 

 

Colchester 

 

Hythe Hill, 93 

 

TM 0142 2467 

 

Building recording Provisional interpretation of post-medieval timber framing 2 

85/9a 

 

Layer de la 
Haye 

Blind Knights Barn 

 

TL 97605 19101 

 

Watching brief negative 

 

3 

85/10a 

 

Colchester Rawstorn Road, 17 

 

TL 9906 2515 

 

WB 

 

negative 2 

85/10b 

 

 

West Mersea 

 

Hall Barn, off High Street 

 

TM 00979 12674 (if I 
have correctly 
identified the Mersea 
Centre)  

Build record partial record of barn  3 

85/11a 

 

Colchester 

 

Manor Road, 50 (formerly 
Cubitt & Clark Electricians, 
and Education and Youth 
Services) 

TL 99075 25037 

 

WB 

 

Roman floors, gravel, occupation, and later features 2 

85/11b 

 

 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 92, Castle Inn 

 

TL 9990 2525 

 

WB Watching brief on extension and internal works – human 
skeletons – robber trench of Temple Precinct wall – Roman wall 
foundation 

1 
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CAT 
code 

parish address NGR type detail V 

85/11c  Colchester Oxford Road, 8 TL 9888 2467 WB Negative 2 

86/1a 

  

Colchester  

 

High Street, 12-13 (National 
Westminster Bank) 

TL 99495 25650 

 

WB Roman gravel street between Insulas 26 and 27, Roman wall and 
mortar floor of house on eastern edge of Insula 26 (with stripped 
tessellated pavement), medieval well. 

1 

86/1b 

 

Colchester  

 

St Botolph’s Street, St 
Botolph’s Priory  

TL 999 249 

 

Eval This site was supposed to be subsumed within the larger St 
Botolph’s Priory project, which is dormant due to lack of funds 

2 

86/2a 

 

Colchester 

 

Lockhart Avenue and The 
Chantry (land between)  

TL 9809 2524 

 

Eval Negative 

 

2 

86/2b 

 

Colchester Victoria Chase, off North 
Station Road 

TL 9924 2578 

 

Eval (Colne Bank Residential Development) - Negative 

 

2 

86/2c 

 

Colchester Crowhurst Road, 55-58 
(‘now Crowhurst Court’) 

TL 99148 25063 

 

WB Deep topsoil and heavy pitting. Unstratified Roman finds (Max 
Fox) from frontage   

2 

86/3a 

 

Colchester 

 

Bury Close to East Bridge 
(East Street) 

TM 0055 2550 

 

WB  Sewer trench - negative 

 

2 

86/4a 

 

Colchester  

 

East Hill House, High Street TM 0005 2520 WB School extension - negative 

 

2 

86/4b 

 

Colchester 

 

Crouch Street, 20 

 

TL 9929 2495 WB Annexe - negative 2 

86/5a 

 

Colchester 

 

Crouch Street, 103-105, 
Colne Lodge 

TL 9903 2496 

 

WB Service trenches - negative 2 

86/5b 

 

Colchester 

 

East Stockwell Street, 43a 

 

TL 9963 2531 

 

WB Roman foundation, post-medieval pits (the only Roman 
foundations yet plotted in Insula 12).  

1 

86/6a 

 

Colchester 

 

Museum Street 

 

TL 9980 2522 

 

Excav Prior to street resurfacing - Roman foundation; medieval barbican 
foundations - Dunbarr Gate?, street 

1 

86/6b 

 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 133-6, Angel 
yard (rear of Angel Court) 

TL 9962 2525 

 

Excav This is the Angel yard excavation, published in Essex 
Archaeology & History, 27 (1996), 35-83 

1 

86/7a Colchester  St John’s Street, 12 TL 9949 2495 WB and excav Prior to installation of floor safe - Roman cremation 2 

86/9a 

 

Colchester 

 

Fairfax Road, 8-10 

 

TL 9995 2463 WB Foundation and drainage trenches - negative 2 
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CAT 
code 

parish address NGR type detail V 

86/10a 

 

Colchester 

 

Pelhams Lane, 12-15, 18, 
20 (north side of Trinity 
Square). 

TL 9962 2566 

 

WB Post-medieval brick cellar, and Roman features 1 

86/10b 

 

Colchester 

 

Ipswich Road, land north of 
Frank Clater Close (‘Do It 
All’ store, (now Waitrose)  

TM 0090 2570 

 

WB Negative 2 

86/11a 

 

Colchester  

 

St John’s Abbey Grounds 

 

TL 9983 2478 

 

WB Foundation trench for extension to the officers’ squash courts 
(east side) revealed a section of walling and foundation which is 
probably the Abbey Church 

2 

86/11b 

 

Colchester  

 

Balkerne Gardens (lift pit) TL 9936 2525 WB Roman gravelled surface and Boudiccan deposits 1 

86/12a 

 

Colchester Butt Road (Police Station 
site) 

TL 9929 2484 Excav This is the Butt Road excavation, fully published in Colchester 
Archaeological Report 9. 

2 

87/1a Colchester Middleborough 10-14, 
Last’s Garage 

TL 9942 2478 Eval ?Roman floor 2 

87/1b Colchester Culver Street, north wing of 
Old Library 

TL 9952 2513 Watching brief   Negative 1 

87/2a Colchester High Street, 120 (cellar) TL 9971 2523 WB ?post-medieval cellar 1 

87/3a Colchester Eld Lane, 2 TL 9965 25015 WB negative 1 

87/3b 

 

Colchester 

 

Middleborough, 10-14 
(Last’s Garage) 

TL 9941 2557 

 

WB Roman road gravels (road emerging from North Gate) and 
fragments of Roman buildings on W side of road 

1
. 

2 

87/3c 

 

Colchester 

 

East Hill (Brewery), and 
land off East Drive (now 
‘Eaglegate’). 

TM 0035 2532 

 

WB negative 2 

87/3d  

 

Colchester 

 

St Helena School, Sheepen 
Road 

 Eval Three trial holes each revealed a Roman gravel (temple precinct) 
surface over ‘cover-loam’ (periglacial). 

2 

87/4a Colchester 

 

Middleborough 1, r/o 

 

TL 9942 2551 

 

Eval Three small trenches to determine position of Roman town wall, 
whose face and core were exposed.  

See also CAT Report 144 

1 

                                                      
1
 Hull also records an important discovery of road gravels and a masonry pier here (typescript note with the manuscript of Roman Colchester (presumably it was too late to be included in printed volume)).  
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CAT 
code 

parish address NGR type detail V 

87/4b 

 

Colchester 

 

St Peter’s Street, 19 (Renee 
Roberts Garage) 

TL 9956 2552 

 

WB Roman town wall exposed r/o of recently-demolished garage. See 
also CAT Report 144  

1 

87/5a 

 

Colchester Ryegate Road, Methodist 
Church  

 

TL 99814 25275 

 

Eval Two test pits: East – two parallel walls at 2.2m below ground may 
be vaulted drain recorded in 1960s. North – Opus signinum floor 
at 1.4m below ground. This is interesting because it is within the 
Temple Precinct (Insula 22).  

1 

87/5b 

 

Stanway 

 

Bellhouse Quarry TL 957 226 

 

Excav This is one of the Stanway élite burial sites, published in Crummy 
and Benfield et al 2007, page 5. 

3 

87/5c 

 

Colchester 

 

Head Street, 44-52 (now 
Debenhams and H&M) 

TL 99427 25082 

 

Check engineers 
drawings 

Before demolition, engineers elevation drawings checked for 
accuracy. Additional structural details made. Spot checks on 
dimensions in elevations: 

1 

87/6a 

 

Colchester 

 

Sheepen Road, Colchester 
Institute 

27/05/87-9/7/87 

 

TL 988 255 

 

Eval Site records missing (gone to museum -accession code 
1989.19?), but plan shows two holes near the Octagon (now 
demolished!). But this area (ie, the Octagon and building to its W - 
now all demolished) has been subsumed into the Site H 
excavation at Institute in 2009 (for which see big CAT report 
forthcoming).  

2 

87/6b 

 

Colchester 

 

Rear of Magazine Farm 
Way - Bluebottle Grove / 
Lexden Dyke middle 

 

TL 9738 2459 

 

Excav This excavation prior to the restoration of the Colchester dyke 
known as both Bluebottle Grove and Lexden Dyke Middle is 
published in Colchester Archaeological Report 11 (Camulodunum 
II) pages 154-9 

2 

87/6c Colchester 

 

East Stockwell Street, 36 
(rear of) 

 

 

TL 99644 25390 

 

Excav No records now survive of this excavation (presumably unfunded) 
which recovered a  Roman barrack block foundation, and 
intervallum road, a later Roman building, Roman coins and 
pottery. 

1 

87/8a 

 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, St  
Botolph’s Priory 

 

 

TM 000 249 

 

Eval This project should have been subsumed within the larger St 
Botolph’s project, which is dormant due to lack of funds. 

Two foundations with adjacent floors, presumably belonging to 
the priory, were located immediately to the south of the scheduled 
area at a depth of c. 1-1.4 m. In the same area, waterlogged 
remains were also observed at a depth of 2m. 

2 

87/9a  

 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 43, Red Lion 
Hotel 

TL 9968 2520 

 

WB negative 1 
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CAT 
code 

parish address NGR type detail V 

87/10a 

 

Colchester 

 

Crouch Street, 107 – 
Crouched Friars Nursing 
Home 

TL 98998 24994 

 

WB Roman levels revealed in construction of nursing home extension 2 

87/10b 

 

 

Colchester 

 

Nunns Road, NCP car park 

 

TL 9946 2531 

 

WB Roman walls and floors observed in stanchion holes for the 
southern extension to the NCP multi-storey car park rear of 
Williams & Griffin / Fenwick. 

1 

87/10c  

 

Colchester 

 

Northgate Street (now 
Claudius Court, formerly 
Rennie Roberts’ Garage) 

 

 

TL 99560 25529 

 

Eval Previous project on the north side of the Roman town wall on the 
same plot (87/4b).  

Four trenches in north pavement of Northgate Street to establish 
the position and depth of the south face of the town wall. The face 
was found in all the trenches and proved to be well-preserved a 
short distance below the footpath surface. 

The depths of the highest surviving parts of the wall are as 
follows: Trench A: 0.29 m; Trench B: 0.89 m; Trench C: 0.80m; 
and Trench D: 0.20m. 

See also CAT Report 144.  

1 

87/11a 

 

Colchester 

 

Eld Lane, 34-39, Lady 
D’Arcy Almshouses 

TL 99660 25029 

 

Watching Brief negative 1 

87/11b 

 

West Bergholt  

 

Cooks Hall Road, The Old 
Rectory 

TL 95502 27263 

 

Site inspection 17th century drain 3 

87/12a 

 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 166 

 

TL 96768 25086 

 

Watching brief negative 2 

87/12b  Colchester 

 

West Stockwell Street, Town 
Hall Subway 

TL 9960 2523 

 

WB Large lumps of Roman masonry grubbed up 

 

1 

88/1a Colchester 

 

Butt Road, Police Station TL 99271 24774 Watching Brief A Roman N-S burial removed by contactor’s trench 2 

88/1b 

 

Colchester 

 

Headgate, junction Sir 
Isaac’s Walk/Head Street 

TL 9941 2500 

 

WB East side of Roman gate (Headgate), Roman street surface 1 

88/1c 

 

Colchester 

 

High Street, Hippodrome  

 

TL 9941 2500 

 

WB Deep post-medieval soils over a Roman structure with at least 6 
rooms. Boudiccan burning?. Samian stamp ‘BORIUS’. 

1 
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CAT 
code 

parish address NGR type detail V 

88/1d Colchester Straight Road, 274-298 rear 
of (Heath Farm Dyke 

TL 9683 2360 Excav Trench across bank and eastern edge of ditch. Note in CAR 11, 
site 82, page 160.  

2 

88/2a Colchester High Street, 19, ‘Next’ TL 9952 2518 Evaluation late medieval and post-medieval soils 1 

88/2b  

 

Colchester 

 

Short Wyre Street, 11 (then 
‘Swagshop’, now ‘It’s All 
Fun and Games’) 

TL 99821 25019 

 

Excav Roman wall and drain arch. Published in Journal of the 
Colchester Archaeological Trust 1. See also CAT Reports 113, 
144 

1 

88/3a Colchester Oaklands Avenue, 64 TL 96291 24061 Site inspection Negative 

 

2 

88/3b Colchester 

 

High Street, 43, Red Lion 
Hotel 

TL 9968 2520 

 

Watching brief Roman deposits (including fortress and Boudiccan), post-Roman 
deposits, post-medieval well 

1 

88/3c 

 

Stanway 

 

Stanway Hall Farm (Tarmac 
sand and gravel pit) 

TL 95452255 

 

Excav Stanway elite burial site. Published in  

Crummy, Benfield et al 2007. 

3 

88/4a  

 

Colchester 

 

Crowhurst Road, 53 

 

TL 99148 25080 

 

Test pit Pit dug by Max Fox in his own garden revealed (under post-
medieval layers) Roman strata and many Roman finds including 
pottery, amphora, painted wall plaster, tile and  tesserae, 
hobnails, gaming counter  

2 

88/4d 

 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Castle, roof 
chapel excavation 

TL 99878 25301 

 

Cleaning up roof The remains of the  chapel on the top of Colchester Castle were 
cleaned up before going on display 

1 

88/4b Colchester Church Walk,  6-7 TL 99324 25000 Eval Roman town wall. See also CAT Report 144 1 

88/4c Colchester  The Avenue, 7-12 TL 98429 24822 WB negative 2 

88/5a  

 

Colchester Nicholson’s Nursery (now 
The Dell, off Priory Street) 

TM 00162 24997 Eval Generally negative because post-medieval soils over waterlogged 
clay. 

See 90/9b for the watching brief stage of this project. 

2 

88/5b Colchester  St Johns Street, 43 TL 9951 2500 WB Roman Wall and drain arch 1 

88/6a 

 

Colchester  

 

High Street 19 (now ‘Next’) TL 9952 2519 

 

WB 

 

Post-medieval brick foundations 1 

88/8a Colchester St Botolph’s Street, 33-4 TL 9994 2493 WB Post-Roman dark earth and ?rubble 2 

88/8b 

 

Colchester 

 

Crouch Street, 42 

 

TL 9912 2494 

 

Excav This is the excavation at 42 Crouch Street, published in 
Colchester Archaeological Report 9 

2 

88/8c Colchester High Street, 43, Red Lion TL 9969 2520 Eval and Building Roman mosaic floor and description of Red Lion building 1 
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CAT 
code 

parish address NGR type detail V 

  Hotel  record 

88/9a Colchester Crouch Street, 89 TL 9907 2499 Watching brief residual Roman pottery, otherwise negative 2 

88/9b 

 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 18 

 

TL 99422 25417 

 

evaluation Roman tessellated floor at 1.5m below ground is very likely to be 
the same floor marked in Roman Colchester. Also, 2 periods of 
peg-tile wall (medieval, post-medieval?), and a cobbled yard. 

1 

88/9c 

 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Lane, south of 
Balkerne Gate   

TL 99241 25179 

 

test pit to recover whitewash of Roman wall. See also CAT Report 144 1 

88/11a 

 

West Mersea 

 

Church Road (Phoenix 
Close) 

TM 0083 1259 

 

Site inspection: Summary: Medieval? burials 

 

3 

89/1a 

 

Colchester 

 

Crowhurst Road, 54-55 (site 
between) 

TL 9916 2507 

 

WB ?Roman dump/midden deposits 

 

2 

89/2a 

 

Colchester 

 

Sheepen Road, St Helena 
School 

TL 9885 2577 

 

WB gravel surface of Colchester Temple 2 precinct 2 

89/4a Colchester Eld Lane, 20-22 TL 9978 2502 WB core of town wall exposed in cellar of 21 Eld Lane 1 

89/4b and 
89/9c    

Colchester 

 

West Stockwell Street, 15-
16 

TL 9960 2541 

 

Eval and WB Roman street metalling and post-medieval pits 

 

1 

89/4c Colchester North Hill, 21, r/o TL 99409 25441 Eval Roman wall foundation, Roman floor 1 

89/5a Colchester 

 

Northgate Street, 2 
(warehouse west of) 

TL 99559 25525 

 

Eval inner face of the town wall under warehouse floor 1 

89/7a Colchester East Hill, 89, r/o  TM 00186 25290 Eval core of town wall exposed in garden  1 

89/7b 

 

Colchester 

 

Brook Street, St Mary 
Magdalen Church 

TM 0058 2482 

 

Pub This is St Mary Magdalen excavation - Essex 

Archaeology & History 34 (2004) 

2 

89/8a Colchester Roman Road, 4 TM 00184 25298 Site Inspection rear tile face of town wall seen in back garden 1 

89/8b 

 

Colchester 

 

Sheepen Place (Royal 
London Office Extension: 
now Hiscox) 

TL 9920 2558 

 

Eval Possible Roman well and Roman gravel road 

 

2 

89/9a Colchester Trinity Street, 26, r/o 

 

TL 99626 25068 

 

WB Roman gravel street dividing Insulas 35 and 36 of the Roman 
town. 

1 

89/9b Colchester St Botolph’s Street, St TL 9997 2493 WB Negative 2 
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CAT 
code 

parish address NGR type detail V 

  Botolph’s Parish Church,   

89/9c 

 

Colchester  

 

West Stockwell Street, 15-
16 

TL 9960 2541 

 

WB (This is the watching brief stage of 89/4b). Roman street metalling 
at junction of insulas 3, 4, 11, 12 

1 

89/9d 

 

Colchester Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks 
Farm 

TL 9731 2275 

 

Eval Roman road hard to detect in predicted position 

 

2 

89/11a 

 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, 31a, r/o TL 9993 2492 

 

WB 

 

wooden drain (medieval?) 2 

89/12a 

 

Colchester  

 

Cowdray Crescent, 
Colchester Castle  

TL 9990 2525 

 

WB Shallow gas trench reveals medieval pit 

 

1 

89/12b 

 

Colchester 

 

East Stockwell Street, 1-4 
(Vineyard Press site) 

TL 9967 2527 

 

Excav 

 

Roman colony deposits and unidentified large (presumably 
public) building. Published Essex Arch Hist 23. 

1 

89/12c  Colchester 

 

Northgate Street, 76-78 
(now Castle Court)  

TL 99673 25543 Eval Roman town wall. This project coincides with 90/10a (for which 
see separate record)  

1 

90/1a   

 

Colchester 

 

East Stockwell Street, 45-6 TL 9964 2524 Watching brief Brick feature and timber frame 1 

90/1b 

 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street 

St Botolph’s Priory  

TL 99947 24967 

 

recording drawing of west façade 2 

90/2a 

 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 135, pavement 
outside Angel Court 

TL 99617 25218 

 

WB Wall seen, probably wall of St Runwald’s church 1 

90/3a 

 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 55-56, Cock & 
Pie 

TL 99387 25321 

 

WB Post-medieval sump 1 

90/3b  

 

Colchester  

 

Long Wyre Street, 2-6, (now 
‘Presto’, but built as 
‘Caters’) 

TL 99826 25154 

 

WB Roman walls seen in stanchion holes for rear extension 1 

90/5a 

 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Road, 20-40 rear 
of  

TL 9714 2312 

 

WB Undated ditch 2 

90/6a 

 

Colchester 

 

Queens Road, 1 (Handford 
House, now ‘Handford 
Place’)  

TL 9858 2475  

 

WB John Taylor’s Victorian ‘Columbarium’ exposed during building 
work 

 

2 
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CAT 
code 

parish address NGR type detail V 

90/7a 

 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 30  (site of North 
Gate) 

TL 99394 25500  

 

WB Gas pipe trench on E side of North Hill, on site of North Gate. 
Nothing visible 

1 

90/8a 

 

Colchester 

 

Wellesley Road Boys High 
School 

TL 9899 2485 

 

WB Negative 

 

2 

90/8b 

 

Colchester  

 

East Hill, 4 and 4a (west of 
former Ship Inn) 

TM 00220 25249  

 

Evaluation Pit, samian stamp, clay pipe stamp 

 

2 

90/9a 

 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 55-56 (‘Cock & 
Pie’) 

TL 9937 2532 

 

WB Robbed and in situ Roman wall foundations and opus signinum 
floors. 

1 

90/9b 

 

Colchester Priory Street, 30-33 (rear of: 
Nicholson’s Nurseries)  

 

TM 00162 24997 

 

WB This is the watching brief stage (ie Phase 2) of 88/5a 

Negative, medieval pot unstratified 

2 

90/10a 

 

Colchester Northgate Street, 76-86 
(now Castle Court) 

TL 9967 2554 

 

WB Inner face of the town wall located in a small exploratory trench 
dug by a contractor 

1 

90/10b 

 

Colchester 

 

Olivers Lane, Olivers 
Orchard 

TL 968 220  

 

WB Negative 2 

90/11a 

 

Colchester 

 

Eld Lane, Baptist Church 

 

TL 99759 25067 

 

WB Roman E-W wall, robbed Roman N-S wall? 18-19 century 
inhumations and brick-lined vault 

1 

90/11b East Mersea Tidal mud TL 0591 1389 Site inspection negative 3 

90/11c 

 

Stanway 

 

Stanway Fall Farm (Tarmac 
Pit) 

TL 95452255 

 

Excav This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, fully 
published in Crummy and Benfield et al 2007 

3 

91/1a 

 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, St 
Botolph’s Priory  

TL 9999 2497 

 

evaluation This site was supposed to be subsumed in the larger St Botolph’s 
Priory project (dormant due to lack of funds) 

2 

91/2a 

 

Stanway 

 

Stanway, Hall Farm (Tarmac 
Pit). 

TL 95452255 

 

Excav This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, published 
in Crummy, Benfield et al 2007. This is Site A (Enclosure 1).  

3 

91/2b 

 

Colchester 

 

Middleborough, ‘The 
Moorings’ 

TL 99337 25622 WB Negative 

 

2 

91/6a 

 

Colchester High Street, 111 (cellar at 
rear of). Was TSB, now 
‘Slug and Lettuce’ 

TL 99766 25232  

 

Watching brief 

 

old material in south wall of old cellar 1 
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91/7a 

 

Colchester  

 

High Street, 21 (was 
Dewhurst, now 
‘Impressions’) 

TL 99544 25188 

 

WB Tudor brick cellar 

 

1 

91/7b 

  

West Mersea  

 

St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church 

TM 00915 12502 

 

Eval residual Roman finds, otherwise negative 3 

91/7c  Colchester 

 

West Stockwell Street, St 
Martin’s Church 

TL 99613 25344 

 

eval previous idea that this was originally a cruciform plan is incorrect?  1 

91/9a 

 

Copford, Birch,  

Messing, 
Easthorpe 

Stanway 

Messing Lodge - Stanway 
Zoo Water Main 

NGR – see individual 
sections below 

 

WB probable prehistoric site at Copford (TL 930 222), observation of a 
section of the Grymes Dyke ditch at Maldon Road, Stanway (TL 
9579 2231) and sequences of road deposits at intervals along the 
course of a putative Roman road at Easthorpe (TL 9098 2142- TL 
9210 2161). 

3 

91/11a 

 

Wivenhoe 

 

High Street, Congregational 
Church 

TM 0387 2191 

 

Site inspection Negative 3 

91/11b 

 

Colchester 

 

Sussex Road, Kingswode 
Hoe School,  

TL 9834 2522 

 

Watching brief Negative  

 

2 

91/11c 

 

Colchester 

 

Vineyard Street, 18-22  
(Robert’s Pool Club) and 
rear of 4-6 Short Wyre 
Street 

TL 9984 2501 

 

Eval Battered face of town wall seen rear of Pool Club. See also CAT 
Report 144.  

1 

91/12a 

 

Birch 

 

Birch sand and gravel pit, 
land west and north of 

TL 923196 

 

Fieldwalk Roman brick, roof tile and 1st-4th cent pottery, NE of Palmers 
Farm (TL 9254 1925 approx). Smaller group of tile (TL 9262 1945 
approx). 

3 

91/12b 

 

Bures Hamlet ‘Ferriers’ 

 

TL 8974 3428 Site inspection Negative 3 

91/12c 

 

Great 
Wigborough 

Hyde Farm 

 

TL 965 156 site inspection Negative  

 

3 

92/1a Colchester Magdalen Street, 155-174 TM 0025 2480 Evaluation Negative  2 

92/1b Colchester Trinity Street, 25  TL 99634 25064 Watching brief Post-medieval brick features 1 

92/1c 

 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Castle, (internal 
drain) 

TL 99853 25337 

 

WB Negative 1 
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92/2a 

 

Colchester 

 

Hubert Road (rear of -  
Buntings Nursery, levelling 
and pond 

TL 97875 25507 

 

WB Negative  

 

2 

92/2b 

 

Stanway 

 

Stanway Fall Farm (Tarmac 
Pit). 

 

TL 95452255 

 

Excav This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, published 
in Crummy and Benfield et al 2007. Excavations described here 
are of Site A (Enclosure 1). 

3 

92/3a 

 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Hill, Balkerne 
Gate 

TL 99232 25187 

 

WB Negative 1 

92/4a Colchester 

 

Long Wyre Street, 37 (now 
Beresford’s Estate Agents) 

TL 99826 25034 

 

WB Negative 1 

92/4b 

 

Colchester 

 

 

Mersea Road, Blackheath 
Baptist Chapel (now 
Orchard Baptist) 

TM 00339 21922 

 

Site inspection 

 

Negative 2 

92/4c 

 

Colchester 

 

Bourne Road Bourne Mill 
(cellar) 

TM 00339 21922 

 

Site inspection 

 

Negative 2 

92/4d 

 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Castle (East 
Door) 

TL 99882 25327 

 

WB Replacement of external staircase to east door 1 

92/4e 

 

Colchester 

 

Spring Lane, Lexden Lodge 
Farm (moat) 

TL 977 262 

 

WB Moat dredging. Earlier moat profile. Post-medieval leather shoe 2 

92/5a 

 

Stanway 

 

Church Lane, ARC Quarry 

 

TL 946 225 approx 
(much changed now) 

WB Negative  

 

3 

92/5b Stanway 

 

Church Lane, Church 
bungalow (field at rear) 

TL 941 243 

 

Finds inspection Metal-detected coin, barbarous radiate, 270-84. Probably copy of 
a House of Constantine issue, 330-360.   

3 

92/7a 

 

Boxted  

 

Carters Hill and Parsonage 
Hill water main 

TM 003 329 

 

WB Anglia Water mains renewal: prehistoric flints 

 

3 

92/7b 

 

Colchester 

 

Berechurch Hall Road, 
Stable House - Dovecot 
Folly 

TL 9894 2181 

 

Evaluation and 
watching brief  

 

Eval – negative. WB - exposure of moat and foundations of 
icehouse 

2 

92/7c Langenhoe  Fingringhoe Road, land 
south of (now Edward 

TM 0085 1897 Evaluation C18 road and roadside occupation (1991 fieldwork). 3 
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  Marke Drive estate)   

92/8a 

 

Rowhedge 

 

High Street  

 

TM 0314 2180 

 

Evaluation (1991) substantial nineteenth and twentieth century deposits 
overlying earlier (undated) gravel layers.  

3 

92/9a 

 

Colchester 

 

Sir Isaac’s Walk, r/o 10-16 
(now Portal Precinct) 

 

TL 9958 2503 

 

Watching brief and 
photographic 
survey 

WB – negative  on underpinning and groundworks. 

Stables photographed before demolition. 

 

1 

92/9b 

 

Colchester  

 

Colchester Castle grounds 
– electricity cable trenches  

TL 99868 25275 WB WB – negative (electric cable trenches around S and SW sides of 
castle). 

 

1 

92/10a 

 

Tiptree Church Road, New Co-Op 
(now Asda) 

TL 8954 1640 

 

WB negative 

 

3 

92/10b 

 

Great Tey Coggeshall Road and 
Buckler’s Lane Anglian 
Water main 

TL 88954 25874 - TL 
87672 24877 

 

WB new water main: many finds including keyed box tile, 600 m from 
villa site.  

 

3 

92/10c 

 

Messing and 
Tiptree 

Messing Lodge (Messing) – 
to Church Road (Tiptree)  

TL 90141969 to TL 
89281671 

WB Water Mains Renewal: gravelled and ditched post-medieval 
track/road 

3 

92/11a 

 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks 
Farm 

NGR – not given 
(where on farm?) 

WB Negative - contractors auger samples 2 

92/11b 

 

Great Tey, 
Marks Tey 

 

Great Tey to Marks Tey 
water pipe line 

 

TL 8898 2647 to TL 
8987 2345 

WB Pipeline - Roman boundary ditch, medieval ?industrial roadside 
activity (November 1992 – March 1993) 

3 

92/11c 

 

Little Tey 

 

Little Tey Water Main TL 8169 2490 to TL 
8842 2332 

WB AWA pipeline – flint and medieval pottery 

 

3 

92/11d 

 

Colchester Hythe Hill/Spurgeon Street 
(junction widening) 

TM 01212 24703 

 

WB Negative 2 

93/1a 

 

Aldham to 
Marks Tey 

Water main 

 

TL 923 263 to TL 917 
239 

Watching brief prehistoric flint and Roman brick 3 

93/1b 

 

Colchester 

 

East Bay, Rose and Crown 
Hotel  

TM 0091 2537 WB post-med brick foundations 

 

2 
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93/2a 

 

Bures  

 

Colchester Road Water 
Main 

TL 9151 3276 to TL 
9062 3361 

WB Pipeline: Mesolithic flint cores 

 

3 

93/2b Abberton Fingringhoe Road TM 0096 1917 WB Small ditch on line of “dyke” 3 

93/2c Colchester  

 

North Station Car Park 
Extension Phase 1 

TL 988266 

 

Evaluation Post-medieval kiln furniture? Early pit 2 

93/2d 

 

 

Colchester 

 

Headgate, Bull Public 
House (r/o) 

TL 99370 24958 WB Negative 1 

93/3a Colchester East Hill, 78 TM 00297 25302 WB infilled post-medieval brick cellars 2 

93/3b 

 

Colchester 

 

Eastern Approaches Road 

 

T1: TM 01900 24643 

T2: TM 01892 24508 

T3: TM 01868 24443 

T4: TM 01796 24285 

T5: TM 01570 24250 

T6: TM 02055 23962 

T7: TM 02061 23975 

T8: TM 01335 24685  

Eval Archaeological evaluation (1992) of route of the Eastern 
Approaches Road, Phase 1. Six trenches produced no 
archaeologically significant observations. Two (Trenches 6 and 7) 
contained minor evidence of late or post-medieval activity. One 
(Trench 8) revealed well-preserved remains of late 12th or 13th 
century or earlier occupation near to modem ground-level.  

2 

93/3c 

 

Colchester 

 

Moorside, Eastgates, Royal 
Mail Depot 

TM 0078 2518 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

93/3d 

 

Wormingford 

 

Church Road water main 

 

TL 9312 3152 to TL 
9334 3260 

WB flint cores 3 

93/4a Colchester East Street, 43a TM 00769 25304 WB rear gravel yard 2 

93/4b 

 

Colchester  

 

Bourne Road, Bourne Mill 

 

TM 0057 2384 

 

Eval Exploratory trenching to establish cause of flooding revealed 
lower part of mill wall 

2 

93/4c 

 

Colchester Sussex Road, Kingswode 
Hoe School  

TL 9832 2520 

 

WB Negative  

 

2 

93/5a 

 

Colchester 

 

Burlington Road (flats at 
west end) 

TL 99191 24839 WB Negative (mainly sand pit revealed) 2 
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93/5b 

 

Colchester 

 

 

Lexden Road, 24, Eastwell 
House (corner of West 
Lodge Rd) 

TL 9851 2490 

 

WB and Excavation Roman foundations, cremation urn, possible road.   

 

2 

93/5c 

 

Colchester 

 

Cooks Lane, Lexden 
Springs, Lexden 

TL 96689 25486 
approx  

WB negative 

 

2 

93/6a 

 

Fingringhoe Water Main (Abberton Road 
water mains renewal). 

TM 0346 2045 to TM 
0377 2059 

WB pits and ditches, some coinciding with cropmarks 3 

93/7a 

 

Colchester  

 

Brook Street: Eastern 
Approaches Road, Stage 
Two: Archaeological 
Evaluation Part One:  

TM 00295 24900 

 

Eval Proposed road line - Post-medieval features 2 

93/7b 

 

Colchester 

 

Lane North of St Mary’s 
Hospital,  Balkerne Hill 

TL 9914 2538 approx site inspection Negative  

 

2 

93/7c 

 

West Mersea 
and East 
Mersea 

Mersea Island Water Main 
Installation (West Mersea 
and East Mersea) 

NGR – see individual 
sections below 

WB  Evidence of Roman, medieval and possible prehistoric activity. 3 

93/7d  

 

Langenhoe Land south of Fingringhoe 
Road  

TM 0085 1897 

 

WB Note: this is the watching brief stage of project 92/7c. Medieval 
and later debris noted in SE part of site (92/7c) appeared to be 
confined to the south-eastern area of the site.  

3 

93/8a 

 

Stanway Church Lane, ARC Quarry TL 943 240 WB negative 

 

3 

93/8b (and 
see 
94/10e) 

Colchester 

 

Spurgeon Street  

 

TM 0129 2490 approx 

 

Eval No sign of Roman road from Mistley, which is projected to cross 
here. Post-medieval dumping over river silts (trench 4 of this 
evaluation is site 94/10e) 

2 

93/9a 

 

Colchester Magdalen Street, 154, r/o: 
Eastern Approaches Road: 
Stage Two Archaeological 
Evaluation Part two:  

TM 0030 2488  

 

Eval  Substantial dumps of post-medieval material above natural 2 

93/9b 

 

Layer-de-la-
Haye  

Church Road, Water Main  
renewal 

TL 9633 1896 to TL 
9658 1948 

WB largely negative 3 

93/9c Colchester Lexden Lodge Farm to 
Moat Farm Cottages, cable 

TL 9775 2623 to  TL 
9803 2613 

WB Roman kiln destruction debris, also indeterminate pits/ditches 2 
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  trenches  

93/9d 

 

Colchester 

 

Vineyard Street Car Park 

 

T1-2 approx: TL 
99760 24984 

T3-9 approx: TL 
99804 24988 

WB Pit or ditch fill, indeterminate date 

 

2 

93/10a 

 

Ardleigh 

 

Western water main (A1232 
to Ardleigh Treatment 
Works) 

TM 0180 2845 to TM 
0377 2828 

WB  

 

Negative ( Oct 1993 to January 1994) 3 

93/10b Wivenhoe Colne Flood Barrier TM 0411 2125 WB Negative (September 1991 to Autumn 1993). 3 

93/11a Fingringhoe  Abberton Road TM 0309 2044 WB Negative  3 

93/11b Colchester Bourne Road, Bourne Mill TM 0057 2384 WB recent repairs to mill 2 

93/11c 

 

 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks 
Farm 

 

T1: TL 96847 22974 
approx 

T2: TL 97059 23130 
approx 

T3: TL 97313 22930 
approx 

WB shallow ditch, indeterminate date, apparently not a cropmark 
ditch. 

2 

93/11d Fingringhoe Roman River Mill       TM 02992 20580 Site inspection short note, photographed before closure 3 

93/11e 

 

Colchester 

 

Northgate Street, 
Sargeant's Engineering 
Works 

TL 9971 2551 

 

Eval 

 

 

Deep post-medieval soils masking possible Roman layers 
including metalling 

1 

93/12a 

 

Colchester 

 

Cymbeline Way, Colchester 
Camp Site 

TL 96710 25595 

 

Finds examination Pre-Flavian rim & other Roman sherds (identified and returned to 
owner). 

2 

93/12b Colchester 

 

West Lodge Road, opposite 
7 

TL 98532 24883 

 

WB Negative 2 

94/1a  

 

Colchester 

 

Northgate Street, 22 and 
22a 

TL 99493 25515 Watching brief Battered face of town wall 1 

94/1b 

 

Colchester Castle Park (public toilets 
opposite boating lake) 

TL 99780 25553 

 

WB town ditch fill? 1 

94/1c Colchester  North Station (trackside TL 98734 26557 WB negative 2 
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94/1d 

 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Nurseries, Hubert 
Road (pond) 

TL 97976 25568 WB negative 

 

2 

94/2a  

 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks 
Farm 

TL 97404 22949 

 

Archaeological 
Assessment at 
(Stage 1) 

 

Published  ‘Archaeological assessment at Gosbecks Farm, 
Colchester, 1994’, Essex Archaeology & History 26 (1995), 261-4. 
This also includes the Stage 2 evaluation of August 1994. 

2 

94/2b  

 

Colchester 

 

 

Balkerne Hill, Hole in the 
Wall pub 

 

TL 99247 25203 

 

Evaluation Roman street Metalling at 1.8m below modern ground. Above this 
0.5m Roman rubbish (3rd to 4th centuries)  dumped over former 
street surface.  

1 

94/2c 

 

Colchester 

 

Hyderabad Barracks, 
Military Road 

TM 0017 2439 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

94/2d 

 

Colchester 

 

Roman Way Camp, Roman 
Way 

TL 995 224 

 

WB prehistoric pottery and flints 2 

94/2e 

 

Layer Marney 

 

Thorringtons Farm, 
Thorrington Road 

TL 92189 18160 

 

Eval negative 3 

94/2f 

 

West Bergholt to 
Great Horkesley 

West Bergholt to Great 
Horkesley water main 

TL 9581 2819 to TL 
9702 3114 

 

Pipeline watching 
brief 

 

prehistoric flints 3 

94/3a Colchester North Hill, 21, r/o TL99400 25477 Eval Roman floors. Thetford ware 1 

94/3b 

 

Colchester 

 

High Street (opposite Bay 
and Say pub, now ‘After 
Office Hours’).  

TL 99667 25224 

 

WB negative 1 

94/4a Colchester Walsingham Road, 30, r/o TL 99563 24754 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

94/4b 

 

Colchester 

 

Bourne Mill, Bourne Road 
(sluice repair) 

TM 00559 23843 

 

WB external steps and early leat 2 

94/4c Colchester Brook Street, Brooklands TM 005250 Eval recent games-court 2 

94/4d Colchester St Mary’s Art Centre, 
Church Street (churchyard) 

TL 99248 25073 WB negative 1 
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94/5a 

 

Colchester 

 

Goojerat Barracks, Goojerat 
Road 

TL 99033 24064 

 

WB negative 2 

94/5b 

 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Garrison, Kirkee 
& McMunn Barracks 

TL 9887 2312 

 

Eval and 
excavation 

‘villa-type’ site with hypocaust 

 

2 

94/5c 

 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, Wagon and 
Horses Pub  

TL 99392 25225 

 

WB Roman stratification including a gravel road/ yard, and Boudiccan 
destruction 

1 

94/6a 

 

Colchester 

 

Hilly Fields (south of 
piggery) 

TL 9892 2531 Site inspection tegulae and Roman pottery 2 

94/6b 

 

Colchester  

 

Priory Street Car Park 

 

TM 00150 25089 

 

Recording of town 
wall in Priory Street 
Car Park 

record was made following the collapse of an 11.5m length of the 
facing brickwork along Priory Street 

1 

94/7a Colchester  Brooklands, Brook Street TM 00574 25031 Finds examination flints 2 

94/7b 

 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Farm, Gosbecks 
Road (evaluation Stage 2) 

TL 97404 22949 

 

Eval 

 

mostly post-medieval field ditches. Also prehistoric pit and ditch, a 
large Romano-British field ditch 

2 

94/7c 

 

Colchester 

 

Sheepen Road, St Helena 
School 

TL 9891 2577 

 

WB Negative -engineer’s trial pit in temenos. 2 

94/8a 

 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, 48 r/o TL 99906 25029 Town wall recording Blocked post-medieval arch on line of inner face of the Roman 
town wall. 

1 

94/8b 

 

Colchester 

 

62 Priory Street 62, was 
Colchester Foyer (now 
Priory Lodge) 

TM 00227 25182 

 

Eval infilled cellar extending 10m from frontage 

 

2 

94/9a 

 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 19-20 rear of 
(now Middleton’s) 

TL 99440 25423 

 

WB Roman destruction debris 1 

94/9b 

 

Colchester  

 

Lexden Road, 22,  (former 
Signals Corps) 

TL 98586 24914 

 

WB post-medieval soils over Roman strata 2 

94/9c 

 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Gardens 

 

TL 99300 25182 

 

Eval 

 

Roman strata cut by medieval robber trench. 1 

94/9d Fordham Moat Hall, Moat Road  TL 9302 2890 WB negative  3 
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94/9e Stanway  St Albright’s Crescent, off 
London Road  

TL 95952 24992 WB negative 3 

94/10a 
(see also 
95/2b) 

Colchester  

 

Crouch Street, 55 (interior 
and west side)  

TL 99206 25004 

 

WB possible Roman deposits 2 

94/10b 

 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Gardens (wall 
repairs NW of no. 14) 

TL 9923 2526 

 

WB negative 1 

94/10c 

 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Park, Lexden Road 
(phase 1: Endsleigh Annex) 

TL 97194 25154(if this 
is the correct building) 

WB negative 2 

94/10d 

 

Stanway  

 

South of New Farm Road, 

 

TL 95910 24595 WB negative 3 

94/10e 

 

Colchester 

 

Spurgeon Street (former 
coal depot) 

TM 0129 2490 approx  

 

Eval second part of the project reported in 93/8b (which is T1-T3). 
post-medieval strata 

2 

94/11a 

 

Colchester 

 

Brooklands, Brook Street,  
Railway Embankment 

 

TM 00523 24985 

 

Site inspection cut into modern bank reveals unstrat Roman finds 

 

2 

94/12a 

 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Eastern 
Approaches Road: Stage 1 

TM 01506 24634, 
TL853243 

WB ?medieval or later septaria wall, Victorian and later wharf 
structures 

2 

95/1a 

 

Colchester  Lexden Road, 22 (adj to)  TL 9855 2490 Evaluation no Roman burials in this cemetery area. 2 

95/1b 

 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 5 

 

TL 98908 25007 

 

Watching brief Roman deposits, trefoil tracery from Crouched Friars? 2 

95/2a 

 

Colchester Cambridge Road, 4 TL 98637 24659 Watching brief negative 2 

95/2b 

 

Colchester  

 

Crouch Street, 55, garden TL 99188 24997 

 

Watching brief possible Roman deposits 2 

95/2c 

 

Colchester 

 

Sussex Road, Kingswode 
Hoe School 

TL 98332 25205 

 

Watching brief negative 2 
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95/2d 

 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Lodge Farm - Moat 
Farm Cottages 

TL 975 258 

 

Watching brief burnt clay, indeterminate intrusions 2 

95/2e 

 

Colchester  

 

East Hill, East Hill House 
Day Nursery Extension 

TM 0015 2517 

 

Evaluation Roman deposits (street?) and buildings 1 

95/3a 

 

Colchester 

 

East Stockwell Street, 1-6 

 

TL 9967 2527 

 

?? Large Roman foundations, possible robber trenches.  1 

95/3b 

 

Colchester 

 

The Avenue, 25 

 

TL 98389 24744 Watching brief negative 2 

95/3c 

 

Colchester 

 

Hamilton Road, Hamilton 
Road School 

TL 9876 2427 

 

Watching brief negative 2 

95/3d 

 

Colchester 

 

St Mary’s Arts Centre, 
Church Street 

TL 99251 25079 

 

Watching brief negative 1 

95/3e 

 

West Mersea 

 

West Mersea  

Beach (adj. Kingsland 
Drive) 

TM 0154 1230 Site inspection   

 

Possible red hill 3 

95/3f 

 

Colchester Hall in the Wall pub, 
Balkerne Hill 

TL 9924 2520 Watching brief Roman deposits 1 

95/4a  Colchester North Hill, 46  TL 99366 25386 Watching brief mortar floor, possibly Roman 1 

95/4b 

 

Colchester 

 

Church Street, St Mary’s 
Arts Centre 

TL 9925 2508 

 

Watching brief masonry, also possible vault 1 

95/5a 

 

Colchester 

 

Military Road (former Co-
Op Dairy) 

TL 9925 2508 

 

Watching brief unstratified Kentish ragstone 2 

95/5b 

 

Colchester 

 

Spurgeon Street 
(Charringtons coal depot) 

TM 0127 2481 

 

Watching brief negative 2 

95/5c Colchester Middleborough and North 
Hill  

TL 99353 25697- TL 
99393 25327 

Watching brief negative 1 

95/6a 

 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Gardens, Freda 
Gunton Lodge 

TL 9932 
2524 

Watching brief well-preserved Roman strata inc Boudiccan and street gravel 1 

95-6b Birch Maldon Road, ARC Quarry TL 9333 2002 Watching brief Roman oven 3 
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95/7a 

 

Layer Marney  

 

Haynes Green 

 

TL 90579 17124 Watching brief negative 3 

95/8a 

 

Colchester 

 

George Street, 21 
(Oddfellows Hall) 

TL 99731 25291 

 

Watching brief negative 1 

95/8b 

 

Colchester 

 

Vineyard Street Car Park TL 9970 2501 

 

Watching brief post-medieval deposits 2 

95/9a    Colchester Castle Park, Town Wall  

 

TL 99993 25568 
approx  

Recording Recording of town wall 

 

1 

95/9b 

 

Colchester Roman Way, land N of 
Roman Way Camp 

TL 995 229 

 

Evaluation undated but probably early ditch 2 

95/10a  

 

West Bergholt Lexden Road, 110 TL 95765 27444 Site inspection negative 3 

95/10b Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 166 TL 96767 25116 

 

Site inspection tile in loose, possibly Roman 2 

95/10c 

 

Stanway 

 

London Road, West’s 
Nursery (now one of the 
units S of Wyevale Garden 
Centre) 

TL 93740 24306 
approx 

 

Watching brief negative 

 

3 

95/11a 

 

Colchester 

 

East Hill House (car park) TM 0005 2517 

 

Watching brief negative 1 

95/11b 

 

Colchester 

 

Butt Road, Le Cateau 
Barracks (car park) 

TL 9929 2460 

 

Watching brief negative 2 

95/11c Colchester 

 

North Station car Park  

 

 TL 988 266 

 

Evaluation no sign of kiln debris (93/2c), undated gravel surface  2 

95/11d 

 

Colchester 

 

William’s Walk TL 99692 25311 

 

Site inspection negative 1 

96/1a 

 

Colchester  

 

Mercury Theatre 

 

TL 9927 2513 

 

Evaluation Evidence of Roman buildings, mosaic and tessellated floors 1 
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96/2a 

 

Eight Ash Green Choats Wood TL 9369 2618 Watching brief negative 

 

3 

96/2b 

 

Colchester 

 

Norman Way/Park Road TL 9794 2482 

 

WB Ditch, medieval or later, on line of Hull’s east Roman rhomboid 
outline 

2 

96/2c Colchester 

 

Turner Rise 

 

TL 99632 26457 WB worked and burnt flint, four clusters of Roman tiles 2 

96/3a 

 

Marks Tey  

 

North of Coggeshall Road 
(wood) 

TL 9022 2367 

 

Site inspection brick floor, sampled 3 

96/3c Stanway Tollgate Site (now 
Sainsbury’s) 

TL949247 Eval post-medieval features, residual prehistoric flints and Roman pot 3 

96/4a 

 

Colchester 

 

Longedryve, 2 (off Wavell 
Avenue) 

TL 98507 23887 Site inspection 

 

negative 2 

96/4b 

 

Colchester 

 

Wells Road, 2 

 

TM 00437 25673 Site inspection 
/watching brief 

Samian and Roman tile fragments 2 

96/4c  

 

Colchester  

 

Lexden Road, 166 (adj) TL 96767 25116 WB negative 2 

96/4d Colchester Straight Road, 'Brights' TL 9645 2487 

 

WB Top of Triple Dyke central ditch 2 

96/5a Colchester 

 

Cambridge Road, 5  (adj) TL 9852 2459 

 

WB Roman pit and tile fragments 2 

96/5b 

 

Colchester 

 

Maldon Road, Colchester 
Zoo 

TL 9485 2185 

 

WB Early Neolithic flints, Roman tile fragments, lava quern 2 

96/5c Colchester 

 

West Stockwell Street, St 
Martin’s Church 

TL 9960 2534 

 

Site inspection Consolidation of church fabric - negative 1 

96/6a 

 

Colchester 

 

 

North Hill, 70, cellar of 
Belfast Linens, (now /Post 
Office) 

TL 9939 2520 

 

WB post-medieval tile floor, ?medieval robber trench fill 1 

96/7a Colchester Gosbecks Farm (Cunobelin 
Way sewer) 

TL 9724 2281 WB three possible features, undated 2 
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96/7b 

 

Colchester  

 

Sussex Road, Kingswode 
Hoe School 

TL 98329 25248 

 

WB negative 2 

96/8a Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 22 TL 9854 2491 WB negative 2 

96/8b 

 

Colchester 

 

Norman Way, St Benedict’s 
School 

TL 97891 24692 

 

WB indeterminate features - Heath Farm dyke? 2 

96/9a 

 

Colchester 

 

St Clare Road, 2a 

 

TL 97480 25108 

 

WB Roman pottery and other finds from pit 2 

96/9b 

 

Colchester Owen Ward Close, 
Gosbecks Primary School 

TL 9724 2325 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

96/9c 

 

Colchester Lexden Road, Lexden Park 
(school site) 

TL 9727 2514 

 

WB negative 2 

96/9d 

 

Colchester 

 

Maypole Green Road, land 
at  

TL 9845 2206 Eval negative 2 

96/10a Colchester 

 

Maldon Road, 126 TL 9886 2450 WB negative 2 

96/10b 

 

Colchester 

 

Priory Street, 62 TM 00210 25183 WB modern cellar 2 

96/10c 

 

Colchester  

 

Maldon Road, 79 TL 98920 24613 WB Roman cremation pot 2 

96/10d 

 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 19 (English 
Study Centre) 

TL987 249 

 

WB negative 2 

96/10e 

 

Colchester  Circular Road East, TA 
Centre  

TL 99680 24466 

 

Evaluation Roman strata 2 

96/11a Copford 

 

Copford Church 

 

TL 93110 22579 

 

WB negative 3 

96/11b Colchester High Street to George TL 99612 25222 to TL WB St Runwald’s wall and burial  1 
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 Street improvements  99631 25225   

96/11c 

 

Colchester 

 

Mercury Theatre TL992251 

 

WB Roman wall in situ 1 

96/11d 

 

Wivenhoe 

 

The Quay, Rear of Maple 
Cottage 

TM 03870 21448 

 

WB ?post-medieval timber 3 

96/11e 

 

 

Colchester Sheepen Road (Colchester 
Institute Playing Field and 
Tennis Courts, CBC Car 
Parks) 

 

CBC Car parks- TL 
99116 25545 

Former Institute 
Tennis courts - TL 
99025 25564.  

Former Institute 
Playing Fields -TL 
99012 25464 

Evaluation Car parks - made ground, waterlogged.  Tennis courts - Residual 
Roman finds in made ground over possible medieval strata with 
preserved organics.  Playing fields – waterlogged Roman strata, 
finds including pottery and painted wall plaster. Ditch 

2 

97/1a 

 

Colchester  

 

Circular Road North, 
Cavalry Barracks 

B1 TL 99086 24215 

B2 TL 99160 24332 

WB negative 2 

97/1b Colchester Footpath between the 
Lexden Tumulus and the 
Girls High School 

TL 97967 24588 

 

Site inspection negative 2 

97/1c 

 

Colchester 

 

Sussex Road, Kingswode 
Hoe School (terrace 
construction) 

TL 98343 25220 

 

WB negative 2 

97/1d 

 

Colchester 

 

Priory Street  

 

TM 00097 25043 WB negative 2 

97/2a 

 

Colchester 

 

St Helena Road, 1 (r/o) TL 98677 24142 WB negative 2 

97/2b 

 

Colchester  

 

Crouch Street (cables) TL 99181 24970 WB negative 2 

97/2c 

 

Colchester 

 

Butt Road, Goojeraat 
Barracks 

TL 9888 2413 approx WB WB to take place, but no further notes, so it may not have 
happened.  

2 

97/2d 

 

Colchester 

 

Rear of  North Hill, 21 (r/o), 
off Nunns Road) 

TL 99464 25436 

 

WB possible Roman horizon 

 

1 
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97/3a 

 

Colchester 

 

Rawstorn Road, 14 TL 99053 25022 WB negative 2 

97/3b 

 

Colchester 

 

East Hill, St James 
Churchyard 

TM 00159 25229 

 

WB negative 1 

97/3c Colchester 

 

St Mary’s Church  TL 99270 25087 WB negative 1 

97/3d 

 

Colchester 

 

West Lodge Road TL 98527 24867 

 

WB gravel – Roman road? 2 

97/4a 

 

Colchester 

 

Magdalen Street, 161-170 
(housing development)  

TM 00178 24792 

 

WB negative 2 

97/4b 

 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 67-70, New Post 
Office (refurbishment  - 
former Belfast Linens) 

TL 99395 25205  

 

WB Roman, medieval and Tudor deposits including Boudiccan at 2m 
below floor level 

1 

97/4c 

 

Colchester 

 

Beverly Road 

(gas pipe trench) 

TL 98624 24739 

 

WB Roman cremation burial and pit debris 2 

97/4f 

 

Colchester 

 

Braiswick (Colchester 
Road) Woods Sports Centre 
(now ‘Keepers Green’) 

TL 9788 2708 

 

WB possible continuation of Lexden Dyke – negative  

 

2 

97/5a 

 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Straight Road, 
Church of the Latter Day 
Saints 

TL 9673 2362 WB confirms line of ‘camp’ cropmark, but Shrub End Dyke not seen 2 

97/5b 

 

Colchester 

 

Hythe Hill, 82/83 (r/o) TM 01379 24683 WB negative 2 

97/6a 

 

Colchester 

 

Mercury Theatre 

 

TL 99294 25137 

 

Evaluation Full report not prepared – no funding. Up to 2.5m of stratified 
Roman deposits including military barrack block walls, clay floors 
and timber slots, Boudiccan debris, Roman mortar floors, 
tessellated floors (plain red mosaic), and a fragment of a coloured 
mosaic pavement, medieval robber trenches. 

1 

97/7a West Mersea 

 

Church Road, 12a 
(Howard’s Cottage) 

TM 00862 12567 WB negative 3 

97/7b Colchester St Botolph’s Street, 48, r/o TL 99906 25029 recording (see also Town wall 1 
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   94/8a). 

97/7c 

 

Colchester 

 

67 Castle Road, 67, r/o TM 00071 25393 

 

WB possible disturbed Roman, medieval debris from Greyfriars, and 
later soils 

1 

97/7e 

 

Colchester 

 

Gavin Way, Maybury 
Gardens (new housing 
estate) 

TM 00554 28444 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

97/7f Colchester Eld Lane, Victoria Place TL 99773 25061 WB negative 1 

97/7g 

 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, Sixth Form 
College  

TL 9930 2530 

 

WB Roman military plinth and foundation, street gravel 1 

97/8b 

 

 

Colchester 

 

Berechurch Road, Territorial 
Army Centre (new building 
foundation) 

TL 99286 22957 

 

WB negative 2 

97/9a 

 

Colchester 

 

Magdalen Street, 155, 
footings for new housing 

TM 00178 24792  

 

WB Infilled cellar and post-medieval ditch 2 

97/9b 

 

Colchester 

 

Straight Road, 22 

 

TL 96414 24997 

 

WB too far east to see Triple Dyke ditch 2 

97/9c 

 

Colchester 

 

Fitzwalter Road, 28,  house 
extension 

TL 976 248 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

97/9e 

 

Colchester 

 

High Street Improvements 
Phase 2 (Co-op

 
[now ‘The 

Entertainer’ toy shop]  to 
Cowdray Crescent) 

TL 99815 25209 

 

WB Possible opus signinum directly outside St Nicholas House. 

 

1 

97/9f 

 

Colchester 

 

Hilly Fields 

 

TL 9871 2529 

 

Site inspection 'Colchester Samian' mould fragment 2 

97/9g 

 

Colchester  

 

Greenstead, land adjacent 
to St Andrew's Church (now 
probably Whitehorn Close) 

TM 01890 24970 WB negative (loose Roman brick) 2 

97/9h 

 

West Bergholt  

 

Colchester Road, r/o 
Truman's Brewery 

TL 96471 27809 

 

WB negative 3 

97/10c Colchester Oaklands Avenue, 64  (r/o) TL 96442 WB negative 2 
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  24073 

97/11a 

 

Colchester 18 Beverley Road 
(replacement of old drain) 

TL 98624 24739 

 

WB negative 2 

97/11b 

 

Colchester 

 

Queens Road, 9 (house 
extension) 

TL 85754 28983 

 

WB negative 2 

97/11c 

 

 

East Mersea  

 

Pipeline 

 

Between 
approximately TM 
0506 1442 and 0515 
1470 

WB negative 3 

97/11d 

 

Colchester Cambridge Road 
(contractors hole in the area 
of Roman burials. to find 
water main) 

TL 98494 24480 

 

WB negative but deep topsoil 2 

97/11f 

 

Colchester 

 

East Hill, St James 
Churchyard (railings 
adjacent to town wall) 

TM 00166 25220 

 

WB negative 1 

97/11h 

 

West Mersea  

 

Melrose Road, 23 

 

TM 01182 12745 

 

WB didn’t happen 3 

97/12a 

 

Colchester 

 

Shrub End Road, 286 (new 
houses) 

TL 96952 23070 

 

WB negative 2 

97/12d 

 

Colchester 

 

Oaks Drive, 7 (house 
extension) 

TL 98704 25071 

 

WB negative. 2 

97/12f Colchester 

 

Culver Square, 21-22  

 

TL 99486 25066 WB negative 1 

98/0a 

 

 

Wivenhoe 

 

Wivenhoe Port site 

 

TM 03931 21427 

 

Watching brief –  

 

negative 3 

98/1a Peldon  

 

Lower Road, Brick House 
Farm 

TL 98903 16337 

 

Site inspection negative 3 

98/1b Colchester East Hill, St James Church TM 00157 25240 Watching Brief - 
new railings 

negative 1 
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98/2a 

 

Colchester Lexden Straight Road, 300 TL 96766 23509 Watching brief negative 2 

98/2b 

 

Colchester 

 

North Station Road, 
Northgate Centre (Old 
Railway Mission) 

TL 99328 25913 

 

Watching brief Roman road gravel 2 

98/2c 

 

Colchester 

 

St Clare Drive, 1,  r/o  

 

TL 97426 25110 

 

Watching brief rear 
conservatory 

negative 2 

98/2d Colchester Hythe, former St Leonard’s 
Works 

TM 01140 24655 Watching brief – 
new residential 
development 

negative 2 

98/2e Colchester Turner Rise, Area C2 
(Persimmon Homes) 

TL 99714 26478 

 

Watching brief - 
new housing 

Roman and post-medieval material residual in later contexts 2 

98/3b 

 

Colchester Maldon Road, “Oaklea” 

 

TL 95379 22230 

 

Watching brief - 
house extension  

negative 2 

98/3d 

 

Colchester  

 

Lockhart Avenue, 8 

 

TL 98050 25199 

 

Watching brief - 
house extension 

negative 2 

98/4a Colchester 

 

Monkwick Infants School TM 00012 22791 Watching brief – 
small classroom 
extension 

negative 2 

98/5a 

 

Colchester London Road, Beacon End 
Farm  

TL 94377 25708 

 

Watching brief - 
new housing estate 

negative 2 

98/5c Colchester  

 

Park Road, 1, plot north of  

 

TL 9820 2489 

 

Watching brief – 
new house 

gravel, but not Roman road 2 

98/5d Colchester 

 

Queens Road, 36 

 

TL 98347 24558 

 

Watching brief – 
extension  

negative  

 

2 

98/5f 

 

West Mersea 

 

Coast Road, 79 TM 00293 12568 

 

Watching brief - 
house development 

medieval sherd only 3 

98/5g 

 

Colchester  

 

Ashley Gardens, 6 

 

TL 98306 25033 

 

Watching brief - 
house extension 

negative 2 
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98/6a 

 

Great Tey Brook Road, Teybrook Farm 

 

TL 89152 25957 

 

Watching brief - 
small barn 
construction  

negative 

 

3 

98/6b 

 

Wormingford 

 

Church Road, Church 
House  

TL 97526 34257 

 

Watching brief - 
swimming pool 

negative 

 

3 

98/7b 

 

Colchester 

 

Lower Castle Park, new 
tree hole near path W. of 
upper bowling green 

TL 99941 25606 
approx 

 

Watching brief - 
tree planting – 

Roman finds 

 

2 

98/7c 

 

Colchester 

 

Fitzwalter Road, 17, r/o  

 

TL 97673 24845 Watching brief - 
new septic tank  

negative 2 

98/7d 

 

Colchester 

 

Fitzwalter Road, 19, 
adjacent to  

TL 97614 24813 Watching brief - 
new garage 
construction 

negative 2 

98/7e 

 

Colchester 

 

Victoria Road, 4, r/o TL 98486 24679 

 

Watching brief - 
new house 
construction 

negative 2 

98/7f 

 

Colchester 

 

Elianore Road, 4 

 

TL 97885 25292 

 

Watching brief – 
extensions 

negative 2 

98/8a 

 

Colchester 

 

51 Victoria Road, 51, r/o 

 

TL 98347 24398 

 

Watching brief - 
house extension 

negative 

 

2 

98/8b  Colchester 

 

Magazine Farm Way (off), 
Bluebottle Grove,  

TL 97422 24568 
approx 

Site visit Recording of exposed sections of Lexden Dyke at Bluebottle 
Grove. 

2 

98/8c 

 

Colchester 

 

St Helen’s Lane, Quaker 
Burial Ground 

 

TL 9978 2538 

 

Watching brief - 
Boundary wall 
replacement 

Roman destruction debris revealed? 1 

98/8d 

 

Colchester 

 

Highfield Drive, 5 

 

TL 9846 2509 

 

Watching brief - 
rear extension 

negative 

 

2 

98/8e 

 

Colchester High Street, 155, Williams 
and Griffin 

TL 9946 2522 

 

Watching brief Removal of basement stairway revealed a section containing a 
Roman NS wall foundation and floor to the east. 

1 

98/8f Colchester Inglis Road, 15 TL 98807 24608 Watching brief- 
house extension 

negative 2 
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   with garden works  

98/9a 

 

Colchester  

 

Maldon Road, Priory Lodge 

 

TL 95346 22170 

 

Watching brief - 
detached garage -  

negative 2 

98/9b 

 

Great Tey 

 

Brook Road, Teybrook Farm 
(barn now The Brasserie) 

TL 89199 25519 

 

Watching brief - car 
park construction 

negative 3 

98/9c 

 

Colchester 

 

Dugard Avenue/Grymes 
Dyke 

TL 96258 23759 

 

Watching brief negative 2 

98/9d 

 

Colchester 

 

Sheepen Road, Colchester 
Institute (H Block),  

TL 98936 25606 

 

Watching Brief - 
drain run Block H to 
K and lift shaft  

LIA and Roman pottery 

 

2 

98/9e 

 

Fordham 

 

Fossett’s Lane, (agricultural 
reservoir adjacent to) 

TL 931 279 

 

Watching brief - 
agricultural 
reservoir - 

post-medieval features, Roman and medieval finds 3 

98/10a 

 

Colchester  

 

Crouch Street, 33 

 

TL 9942 2551 

 

Building recording  

 

Recording of exposed Roman town wall 2 

98/10b 

 

Stanway 

 

New Farm Road, 

 

 

TL 9600 2481 Watching Brief 
residential 
development 

undated ditch 3 

98/10c 

 

Colchester Highwoods, Little Jays 

 

TM 00974 27205 

 

Watching brief never happened 

 

2 

99/1b 

 

    CAT Report 38 

 

 

99/2a 

 

Colchester 

 

North Station Road, 144, 
George’s Car Wash 

TL 9930 2634 WB negative 2 

99/3a 

 

Colchester 

 

Kirkee and McMunn 
Barracks 

 

TL 9845 2315 WB  new building - negative 2 

99/3b 

 

Colchester 

 

Ashley Gardens, 12 

 

TL 9825 2504 

 

WB 

 

Museum Accession: 1999.57. New house construction - residual 
Roman pottery in modern features, otherwise negative 

2 
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99/3c 

 

Colchester  

 

Chitts Hill, 40  

 

TL 9594 2557 WB front extension - negative 2 

99/3e 

 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Royal Grammar 
School Playing Fields (off 
Athelstan Road) 

TL 9823 2436 

 

WB Site near Colchester Roman Temple 6 - negative 

 

2 

99/3h 

 

    CAT Report 33  

99/4a 

 

    CAT Report 312  

99/4b 

 

    CAT Report 34  

99/4c 

 

Layer-de-la-
Haye  

Blind Knights 

 

TL 9762 1906 

 

WB conservatory extension – negative 3 

99/4d      CAT Report 36  

99/5a 

 

Colchester 

 

Harwich Road (w. of St 
Matthews Church) 

TM 0190 2606 

 

WB housing development - negative 2 

99/5c 

 

Colchester  

 

Nunns Road, 5, r/o 

 

TL 9952 2543 

 

WB negative - residual Roman and later finds in modern topsoil 1 

99/6b     CAT Report 51  

99/6c     CAT Report 37  

99/6d 

 

Wivenhoe 

 

Chapel Street, former 
Methodist Chapel and 
former St John Ambulance 
building 

TM 03785 21580 but 
see below 

 

Site visit human remains exposed in alterations to a former Methodist 
Chapel 

 

3 

99/6e 

 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Court, 7 

 

TL 98076 25059 WB rear extension - negative 

 

2 

99/6f 

 

    CAT Report 83  

99/7a Colchester Oaks Drive, 35 TL 9881 2522 WB conservatory construction - negative 2 
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99/7b 

 

    CAT Report 39  

99/7c 

 

    CAT Report 45  

99/8a  

 

    CAT Report 43  

99/8b 

 

Mount Bures 

 

Craigs Lane, “Cymbeline” 

 

TL 9052 3270 

 

WB new house construction - negative 3 

99/8c  

 

    CAT Report 40  

99/8d 

 

    CAT Report 41  

99/9a     CAT Report 70  

99/9b     CAT Report 50  

99-9c     CAT Report 42  

99/9d 

 

Colchester 

 

Ashley Gardens, 13 

 

TL 9825 2504 

 

WB garage construction - post-medieval features with residual Roman 
material 

2 

99/9e     CAT Report 35  

99/10a 

 

Colchester  

 

Lexden Road, Colchester 
Royal Grammar School, 
Colchester 

TL 9879 2488 

 

WB Museum accession: 1999.144. New teaching block – cremation 
pyres and Roman road 

2 

99/10b Colchester Castle Road, 24 TM 00080 25489 WB Negative  1 

99/10c     CAT Report 125  

99/10d     CAT Report 116  

99/11a     CAT Report 47  

99/12a     CAT Report 53  

99/12b     CAT Report 85  

99/12c     CAT Report 57  
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00/5h  

 

Colchester  Claudius Court (former 
Rennie Roberts garage) 

TL 99560 25520 

 

eval survey of town wall 1 
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Aldham to 
Marks Tey 

Water main 

 

93/1a 

 

TL 923 263 to TL 917 
239 

Watching brief prehistoric flint and Roman brick 3 

Ardleigh 

 

Western water main (A1232 
to Ardleigh Treatment 
Works) 

93/10a 

 

TM 0180 2845 to TM 
0377 2828 

WB  

 

negative ( Oct 1993 to January 1994) 3 

Birch 

 

Birch sand and gravel pit, 
land west and north of 

91/12a 

 

TL 923196 

 

Fieldwalk Roman brick, roof tile and 1st-4th cent pottery, NE of Palmers 
Farm (TL 9254 1925 approx). Smaller group of tile (TL 9262 1945 
approx). 

3 

Birch Maldon Road, ARC Quarry 95-6b 

 

TL 9333 2002 

 

Watching brief Roman oven 3 

Boxted  

 

Carters Hill and Parsonage 
Hill water main 

92/7a 

 

TM 003 329 

 

WB Anglia Water mains renewal: prehistoric flints 

 

3 

Bures  

 

Colchester Road Water 
Main 

93/2a 

 

TL 9151 3276 to TL 
9062 3361 

WB Pipeline: Mesolithic flint cores 

 

3 

Bures Hamlet ‘Ferriers’ 91/12b 

 

TL 8974 3428 Site inspection negative 3 

Colchester 18 Beverley Road 
(replacement of old drain) 

97/11a 

 

TL 98624 24739 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

51 Victoria Road, 51, r/o 

 

98/8a 

 

TL 98347 24398 

 

Watching brief - 
house extension 

negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

62 Priory Street 62, was 
Colchester Foyer (now 
Priory Lodge) 

94/8b 

 

TM 00227 25182 

 

Eval infilled cellar extending 10m from frontage 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

67 Castle Road, 67, r/o 97/7c 

 

TM 00071 25393 

 

WB possible disturbed Roman, medieval debris from Greyfriars, and 
later soils 

1 

Colchester Ashley Gardens, 12 99/3b TL 9825 2504 WB Museum Accession: 1999.57. New house construction - residual 2 
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     Roman pottery in modern features, otherwise negative 

Colchester 

 

Ashley Gardens, 13 

 

99/9d 

 

TL 9825 2504 

 

WB garage construction - post-medieval features with residual Roman 
material 

2 

Colchester  

 

Ashley Gardens, 6 

 

98/5g 

 

TL 98306 25033 

 

Watching brief - 
house extension 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Gardens 

 

94/9c 

 

TL 99300 25182 

 

Eval 

 

Roman strata cut by medieval robber trench. 1 

Colchester  

 

Balkerne Gardens (lift pit) 86/11b 

 

TL 9936 2525 WB Roman gravelled surface and Boudiccan deposits 1 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Gardens (wall 
repairs NW of no. 14) 

94/10b 

 

TL 9923 2526 

 

WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Gardens, Freda 
Gunton Lodge 

95/6a 

 

TL 9932 
2524 

Watching brief well-preserved Roman strata inc Boudiccan and street gravel 1 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Hill, Balkerne 
Gate 

92/3a 

 

TL 99232 25187 

 

WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

 

Balkerne Hill, Hole in the 
Wall pub 

 

94/2b  

 

TL 99247 25203 

 

Evaluation Roman street Metalling at 1.8m below modern ground. Above this 
0.5m Roman rubbish (3rd to 4th centuries)  dumped over former 
street surface.  

1 

Colchester 

 

Balkerne Lane, south of 
Balkerne Gate   

88/9c 

 

TL 99241 25179 

 

test pit to recover whitewash of Roman wall. See also CAT Report 144 1 

Colchester 

 

Berechurch Dyke, south 
of Berechurch Hall Road 

84/11a 
  

TL 9957 2156 

 

Excav Section across Berechurch Dyke, summarised in CAR 11, page 
159 

2 

Colchester 

 

Berechurch Hall Road, 
Stable House - Dovecot 
Folly 

92/7b 

 

TL 9894 2181 

 

Evaluation and 
watching brief  

 

Eval – negative. WB - exposure of moat and foundations of 
icehouse 

2 

Colchester 

 

Berechurch Road, Territorial 
Army Centre (new building 
foundation) 

97/8b 

 

 

TL 99286 22957 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester Beverly Road 97/4c TL 98624 24739 WB Roman cremation burial and pit debris 2 
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 (gas pipe trench)   

Colchester 

 

Bourne Mill, Bourne Road 
(sluice repair) 

94/4b 

 

TM 00559 23843 

 

WB external steps and early leat 2 

Colchester 

 

Bourne Road Bourne Mill 
(cellar) 

92/4c 

 

TM 00339 21922 

 

Site inspection 

 

negative 2 

Colchester  

 

Bourne Road, Bourne Mill 

 

93/4b 

 

TM 0057 2384 

 

Eval Exploratory trenching to establish cause of flooding revealed 
lower part of mill wall 

2 

Colchester Bourne Road, Bourne Mill 93/11b TM 0057 2384 WB recent repairs to mill 2 

Colchester 

 

Braiswick (Colchester 
Road) Woods Sports Centre 
(now ‘Keepers Green’) 

97/4f 

 

TL 9788 2708 

 

WB possible continuation of Lexden Dyke – negative  

 

2 

Colchester Brook Street, Brooklands 94/4c TM 005250 Eval recent games-court 2 

Colchester 

 

Brook Street, St Mary 
Magdalen Church 

89/7b 

 

TM 0058 2482 

 

Pub This is St Mary Magdalen excavation - Essex 

Archaeology & History 34 (2004) 

2 

Colchester  

 

Brook Street: Eastern 
Approaches Road, Stage 
Two: Archaeological 
Evaluation Part One:  

93/7a 

 

TM 00295 24900 

 

Eval Proposed road line - Post-medieval features 2 

Colchester  Brooklands, Brook Street 94/7a TM 00574 25031 Finds examination flints 2 

Colchester 

 

Brooklands, Brook Street,  
Railway Embankment 

94/11a 

 

TM 00523 24985 

 

Site inspection cut into modern bank reveals unstrat Roman finds 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Burlington Road (flats at 
west end) 

93/5a 

 

TL 99191 24839 WB negative (mainly sand pit revealed) 2 

Colchester 

 

Bury Close to East Bridge 
(East Street) 

86/3a 

 

TM 0055 2550 

 

WB  Sewer trench - negative 

 

2 

Colchester Butt Road (Police Station 
site) 

86/12a 

 

TL 9929 2484 Excav This is the Butt Road excavation, fully published in Colchester 
Archaeological Report 9. 

2 

Colchester 

 

Butt Road, Goojeraat 
Barracks 

 

97/2c 

 

TL 9888 2413 approx 

 

WB WB to take place, but no further notes, so it may not have 
happened.  

2 

Colchester Butt Road, Le Cateau 95/11b TL 9929 2460 Watching brief negative 2 
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 Barracks (car park)   

Colchester 

 

Butt Road, Police Station 88/1a TL 99271 24774 Watching Brief A Roman N-S burial removed by contactor’s trench 2 

Colchester Cambridge Road 
(contractors hole in the area 
of Roman burials. to find 
water main) 

97/11d 

 

TL 98494 24480 

 

WB negative but deep topsoil 2 

Colchester Cambridge Road, 4 95/2a 

 

TL 98637 24659 Watching brief negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Cambridge Road, 5  (adj) 96/5a TL 9852 2459 

 

WB Roman pit and tile fragments 2 

Colchester Castle Park (public toilets 
opposite boating lake) 

94/1b 

 

TL 99780 25553 

 

WB town ditch fill? 1 

Colchester 

 

Castle Park, Town Wall  

 

95/9a    TL 99993 25568 
approx  

Recording Recording of town wall 

 

1 

Colchester Castle Road, 24 99/10b TM 00080 25489 WB negative  1 

Colchester  

 

Chitts Hill, 40  

 

99/3c 

 

TL 9594 2557 WB front extension - negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Church Street, St Mary’s 
Arts Centre 

95/4b 

 

TL 9925 2508 

 

Watching brief masonry, also possible vault 1 

Colchester Church Walk,  6-7 88/4b TL 99324 25000 Eval Roman town wall. See also CAT Report 144 1 

Colchester  Circular Road East, TA 
Centre  

96/10e 

 

TL 99680 24466 

 

Evaluation Roman strata 2 

Colchester  

 

Circular Road North, 
Cavalry Barracks 

97/1a 

 

B1 TL 99086 24215 

B2 TL 99160 24332 

WB negative 2 

Colchester  Claudius Court (former 
Rennie Roberts garage) 

00/5h  

 

TL 99560 25520 

 

eval survey of town wall 1 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Castle (East 
Door) 

92/4d 

 

TL 99882 25327 

 

WB Replacement of external staircase to east door 1 

Colchester  Colchester Castle grounds 92/9b TL 99868 25275 WB WB – negative (electric cable trenches around S and SW sides of 1 
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 – electricity cable trenches   castle). 

 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Castle, (internal 
drain) 

92/1c 

 

TL 99853 25337 

 

WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Castle, roof 
chapel excavation 

88/4d 

 

TL 99878 25301 

 

Cleaning up roof The remains of the  chapel on the top of Colchester Castle were 
cleaned up before going on display 

1 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Eastern 
Approaches Road: Stage 1 

94/12a 

 

TM 01506 24634, 
TL853243 

 

WB ?medieval or later septaria wall, Victorian and later wharf 
structures 

2 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Garrison, Kirkee 
& McMunn Barracks 

94/5b 

 

TL 9887 2312 

 

Eval and 
excavation 

‘villa-type’ site with hypocaust 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Colchester Royal Grammar 
School Playing Fields (off 
Athelstan Road) 

99/3e 

 

TL 9823 2436 

 

WB Site near Colchester Roman Temple 6 - negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Cooks Lane, Lexden 
Springs, Lexden 

93/5c 

 

TL 96689 25486 
approx  

WB negative 

 

2 

Colchester  

 

Cowdray Crescent, 
Colchester Castle  

89/12a 

 

TL 9990 2525 

 

WB Shallow gas trench reveals medieval pit 

 

1 

Colchester  

 

Crouch Street (cables) 97/2b 

 

TL 99181 24970 WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Crouch Street, 103-105, 
Colne Lodge 

86/5a 

 

TL 9903 2496 

 

WB Service trenches - negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Crouch Street, 107 – 
Crouched Friars Nursing 
Home 

87/10a 

 

TL 98998 24994 

 

WB Roman levels revealed in construction of nursing home extension 2 

Colchester 

 

Crouch Street, 20 

 

86/4b 

 

TL 9929 2495 WB Annexe - negative 2 

Colchester  

 

Crouch Street, 33 

 

98/10a 

 

TL 9942 2551 

 

Building recording  

 

Recording of exposed Roman town wall 2 

Colchester 

 

Crouch Street, 42 

 

88/8b 

 

TL 9912 2494 

 

Excav This is the excavation at 42 Crouch Street, published in 
Colchester Archaeological Report 9 

2 
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Colchester  

 

Crouch Street, 55 (interior 
and west side)  

94/10a 
(see also 
95/2b) 

TL 99206 25004 

 

WB possible Roman deposits 2 

Colchester  

 

Crouch Street, 55, garden 95/2b 

 

TL 99188 24997 

 

Watching brief possible Roman deposits 2 

Colchester 

 

Crouch Street, 89 

 

88/9a 

 

TL 9907 2499 

 

Watching brief residual Roman pottery, otherwise negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Crowhurst Road, 53 

 

88/4a  

 

TL 99148 25080 

 

Test pit Pit dug by Max Fox in his own garden revealed (under post-
medieval layers) Roman strata and many Roman finds including 
pottery, amphora, painted wall plaster, tile and  tesserae, hobnails, 
gaming counter  

2 

Colchester 

 

Crowhurst Road, 54-55 (site 
between) 

89/1a 

 

TL 9916 2507 

 

WB ?Roman dump/midden deposits 

 

2 

Colchester Crowhurst Road, 55-58 
(‘now Crowhurst Court’) 

86/2c 

 

TL 99148 25063 

 

WB Deep topsoil and heavy pitting. Unstratified Roman finds (Max 
Fox) from frontage   

2 

Colchester 

 

Culver Square, 21-22  

 

97/12f TL 99486 25066 WB negative 1 

Colchester Culver Street, north wing of 
Old Library 

87/1b TL 9952 2513 Watching brief   negative 1 

Colchester 

 

Cymbeline Way, Colchester 
Camp Site 

93/12a 

 

TL 96710 25595 

 

Finds examination Pre-Flavian rim & other Roman sherds (identified and returned to 
owner). 

2 

Colchester 

 

Dugard Avenue/Grymes 
Dyke 

98/9c 

 

TL 96258 23759 

 

Watching brief negative 2 

Colchester 

 

East Bay, Rose and Crown 
Hotel  

93/1b 

 

TM 0091 2537 WB post-med brick foundations 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

East Hill (Brewery), and 
land off East Drive (now 
‘Eaglegate’). 

87/3c 

 

TM0035 2532 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

East Hill House (car park) 95/11a 

 

TM 0005 2517 

 

Watching brief negative 1 

Colchester  East Hill House, High Street 86/4a TM 0005 2520 WB School extension - negative 2 



CAT Report 1000: index of sites by address  

 vii 

parish address CAT code NGR type detail V 

   

Colchester  

 

East Hill, 4 and 4a (west of 
former Ship Inn) 

90/8b 

 

TM 00220 25249  

 

Evaluation Pit, samian stamp, clay pipe stamp 

 

2 

Colchester East Hill, 78 93/3a TM 00297 25302 WB infilled post-medieval brick cellars 2 

Colchester 

 

East Hill, 89, r/o  

 

89/7a 

 

TM 00186 25290 

 

Eval core of town wall exposed in garden  

 

1 

Colchester  

 

East Hill, East Hill House 
Day Nursery Extension 

95/2e 

 

TM 0015 2517 

 

Evaluation Roman deposits (street?) and buildings 1 

Colchester 

 

East Hill, St James Church 98/1b 

 

TM 00157 25240 

 

Watching Brief - 
new railings 

negative 1 

Colchester 

 

East Hill, St James 
Churchyard 

97/3b 

 

TM 00159 25229 

 

WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

East Hill, St James 
Churchyard (railings 
adjacent to town wall) 

97/11f 

 

TM 00166 25220 

 

WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

East Stockwell Street, 1-4 
(Vineyard Press site) 

89/12b 

 

TL 9967 2527 

 

Excav 

 

Roman colony deposits and unidentified large (presumably public) 
building. Published Essex Arch Hist 23. 

1 

Colchester East Stockwell Street, 1-6 95/3a 

 

TL 9967 2527 ?? Large Roman foundations, possible robber trenches.  1 

Colchester 

 

East Stockwell Street, 36 
(rear of) 

 

87/6c TL 99644 25390 

 

Excav No records now survive of this excavation (presumably unfunded) 
which recovered a  Roman barrack block foundation, and 
intervallum road, a later Roman building, Roman coins and 
pottery. 

1 

Colchester 

 

East Stockwell Street, 43a 

 

86/5b 

 

TL 9963 2531 

 

WB Roman foundation, post-medieval pits (the only Roman 
foundations yet plotted in Insula 12).  

1 

Colchester 

 

East Stockwell Street, 45-6 90/1a   

 

TL 9964 2524 Watching brief Brick feature and timber frame 1 

Colchester East Street, 43a 93/4a TM 00769 25304 WB rear gravel yard 2 

Colchester 

 

Eastern Approaches Road 

 

93/3b 

 

T1: TM 01900 24643 

T2: TM 01892 24508 

T3: TM 01868 24443 

Eval Archaeological evaluation (1992) of route of the Eastern 
Approaches Road, Phase 1. Six trenches produced no 
archaeologically significant observations. Two (Trenches 6 and 7) 
contained minor evidence of late or post-medieval activity. One 

2 
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T4: TM 01796 24285 

T5: TM 01570 24250 

T6: TM 02055 23962 

T7: TM 02061 23975 

T8: TM 01335 24685  

(Trench 8) revealed well-preserved remains of late 12th or 13th 
century or earlier occupation near to modem ground-level.  

Colchester Eld Lane, 2 87/3a TL 9965 25015 WB negative 1 

Colchester Eld Lane, 20-22 89/4a TL 9978 2502 WB core of town wall exposed in cellar of 21 Eld Lane 1 

Colchester 

 

Eld Lane, 34-39, Lady 
D’Arcy Almshouses 

87/11a 

 

TL 99660 25029 

 

Watching Brief negative 1 

Colchester 

 

Eld Lane, Baptist Church 

 

90/11a 

 

TL 99759 25067 

 

WB Roman E-W wall, robbed Roman N-S wall? 18-19 century 
inhumations and brick-lined vault 

1 

Colchester Eld Lane, Victoria Place 97/7f TL 99773 25061 WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

Elianore Road, 4 

 

98/7f 

 

TL 97885 25292 

 

Watching brief – 
extensions 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Fairfax Road, 8-10 

 

86/9a 

 

TL 9995 2463 WB Foundation and drainage trenches - negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Fitzwalter Road, 17, r/o  

 

98/7c 

 

TL 97673 24845 Watching brief - 
new septic tank  

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Fitzwalter Road, 19, 
adjacent to  

98/7d 

 

TL 97614 24813 Watching brief - 
new garage 
construction 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Fitzwalter Road, 28,  house 
extension 

97/9c 

 

TL 976 248 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

Colchester Footpath between the 
Lexden Tumulus and the 
Girls High School 

97/1b TL 97967 24588 

 

Site inspection negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Gavin Way, Maybury 
Gardens (new housing 
estate) 

97/7e 

 

TM 00554 28444 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

George Street, 21 
(Oddfellows Hall) 

95/8a 

 

TL 99731 25291 

 

Watching brief negative 1 
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Colchester 

 

Goojerat Barracks, Goojerat 
Road 

94/5a 

 

TL 99033 24064 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Farm (Cunobelin 
Way sewer) 

96/7a 

 

TL 9724 2281 

 

WB three possible features, undated 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Farm, Gosbecks 
Road (evaluation Stage 2) 

94/7b 

 

TL 97404 22949 

 

 

Eval 

 

mostly post-medieval field ditches. Also prehistoric pit and ditch, a 
large Romano-British field ditch 

2 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Road, 20-40 rear 
of  

90/5a 

 

TL 9714 2312 

 

WB Undated ditch 2 

Colchester Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks 
Farm 

89/9d 

 

TL 9731 2275 

 

Eval Roman road hard to detect in predicted position 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks 
Farm 

92/11a 

 

NGR – not given 
(where on farm?) 

WB negative - contractors auger samples 2 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks 
Farm 

 

93/11c 

 

 

T1: TL 96847 22974 
approx 

T2: TL 97059 23130 
approx 

T3: TL 97313 22930 
approx 

WB shallow ditch, indeterminate date, apparently not a cropmark 
ditch. 

2 

Colchester 

 

Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks 
Farm 

94/2a  

 

TL 97404 22949 

 

Archaeological 
Assessment at 
(Stage 1) 

Published  ‘Archaeological assessment at Gosbecks Farm, 
Colchester, 1994’, Essex Archaeology & History 26 (1995), 261-4. 
This also includes the Stage 2 evaluation of August 1994. 

2 

Colchester  

 

Greenstead, land adjacent 
to St Andrew's Church (now 
probably Whitehorn Close) 

97/9g 

 

TM 01890 24970 WB negative (loose Roman brick) 2 

Colchester Hall in the Wall pub, 
Balkerne Hill 

95/3f 

 

TL 9924 2520 Watching brief Roman deposits 1 

Colchester 

 

Hamilton Road, Hamilton 
Road School 

95/3c 

 

TL 9876 2427 

 

Watching brief negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Harwich Road (w. of St 
Matthews Church) 

99/5a 

 

TM 0190 2606 

 

WB housing development - negative 2 
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Colchester 

 

Head Street, 44-52 (now 
Debenhams and H&M) 

87/5c 

 

TL 99427 25082 

 

Check engineers 
drawings 

Before demolition, engineers elevation drawings checked for 
accuracy. Additional structural details made. Spot checks on 
dimensions in elevations: 

1 

Colchester 

 

Headgate, Bull Public 
House (r/o) 

93/2d 

 

TL 99370 24958 WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

Headgate, junction Sir 
Isaac’s Walk/Head Street 

88/1b 

 

TL 9941 2500 

 

WB East side of Roman gate (Headgate), Roman street surface 1 

Colchester 

 

High Street (opposite Bay 
and Say pub, now ‘After 
Office Hours’).  

94/3b 

 

TL 99667 25224 

 

WB negative 1 

Colchester  

 

High Street 19 (now ‘Next’) 88/6a 

 

TL 9952 2519 

 

WB 

 

Post-medieval brick foundations 1 

Colchester 

 

High Street Improvements 
Phase 2 (Co-op

 
[now ‘The 

Entertainer’ toy shop]  to 
Cowdray Crescent) 

97/9e 

 

TL 99815 25209 

 

WB Possible opus signinum directly outside St Nicholas House. 

 

1 

Colchester 

 

 

High Street to George 
Street improvements  

 

96/11b 

 

TL 99612 25222 to TL 
99631 25225  

WB St Runwald’s wall and burial  

 

1 

Colchester High Street, 111 (cellar at 
rear of). Was TSB, now 
‘Slug and Lettuce’ 

91/6a 

 

TL 99766 25232  

 

Watching brief 

 

old material in south wall of old cellar 1 

Colchester High Street, 120 (cellar) 87/2a TL 9971 2523 WB ?post-medieval cellar 1 

Colchester  

 

High Street, 12-13 (National 
Westminster Bank) 

 

86/1a 

  

 

TL 99495 25650 

 

WB Roman gravel street between Insulas 26 and 27, Roman wall and 
mortar floor of house on eastern edge of Insula 26 (with stripped 
tessellated pavement), medieval well. 

1 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 133-6, Angel 
yard (rear of Angel Court) 

86/6b 

 

TL 9962 2525 

 

Excav This is the Angel yard excavation, published in Essex 
Archaeology & History, 27 (1996), 35-83 

1 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 135, pavement 
outside Angel Court 

90/2a 

 

TL 99617 25218 

 

WB Wall seen, probably wall of St Runwald’s church 1 

Colchester High Street, 155, Williams 
and Griffin 

98/8e 

 

TL 9946 2522 

 

Watching brief Removal of basement stairway revealed a section containing a 
Roman NS wall foundation and floor to the east. 

1 
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Colchester High Street, 19, ‘Next’ 88/2a TL 9952 2518 Evaluation late medieval and post-medieval soils 1 

Colchester  

 

High Street, 21 (was 
Dewhurst, now 
‘Impressions’) 

91/7a 

 

TL 99544 25188 

 

WB Tudor brick cellar 

 

1 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 43, Red Lion 
Hotel 

87/9a  

 

TL 9968 2520 

 

WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 43, Red Lion 
Hotel 

88/3b TL 9968 2520 

 

Watching brief Roman deposits (including fortress and Boudiccan), post-Roman 
deposits, post-medieval well 

1 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 43, Red Lion 
Hotel 

88/8c 

 

TL 9969 2520 

 

Eval and Building 
record 

Roman mosaic floor and description of Red Lion building 1 

Colchester 

 

High Street, 92, Castle Inn 

 

85/11b 

 

 

TL 9990 2525 

 

WB Watching brief on extension and internal works – human 
skeletons – robber trench of Temple Precinct wall – Roman wall 
foundation 

1 

Colchester 

 

High Street, Hippodrome  

 

88/1c 

 

TL 9941 2500 

 

WB Deep post-medieval soils over a Roman structure with at least 6 
rooms. Boudiccan burning?. Samian stamp ‘BORIUS’. 

1 

Colchester 

 

High Street,116, George 
Hotel  

84/4c  

 

TL 9974 2524 

 

Building recording? Never happened 1 

Colchester 

 

Highfield Drive, 5 

 

98/8d 

 

TL 9846 2509 

 

Watching brief - 
rear extension 

negative 

 

2 

Colchester Highwoods, Little Jays 

 

98/10c 

 

TM 00974 27205 

 

Watching brief never happened 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Hilly Fields 

 

97/9f 

 

TL 9871 2529 

 

Site inspection 'Colchester Samian' mould fragment 2 

Colchester 

 

Hilly Fields (south of 
piggery) 

94/6a 

 

TL 9892 2531 Site inspection tegulae and Roman pottery 2 

Colchester 

 

Hubert Road (rear of -  
Buntings Nursery, levelling 
and pond 

92/2a 

 

TL 97875 25507 

 

WB negative  

 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Hyderabad Barracks, 
Military Road 

94/2c 

 

TM 0017 2439 

 

WB negative 

 

2 
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Colchester 

 

Hythe Hill, 82/83 (r/o) 97/5b 

 

TM 01379 24683 WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Hythe Hill, 93 

 

85/4 

 

TM 0142 2467 

 

Building recording Provisional interpretation of post-medieval timber framing 

 

2 

Colchester Hythe Hill/Spurgeon Street 
(junction widening) 

92/11d 

 

TM 01212 24703 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester Hythe, former St Leonard’s 
Works 

98/2d TM 01140 24655 Watching brief – 
new residential 
development 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Inglis Road, 15 98/8f 

 

TL 98807 24608 

 

Watching brief- 
house extension 
with garden works 

negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Ipswich Road, land north of 
Frank Clater Close (‘Do It 
All’ store, (now Waitrose)  

86/10b 

 

TM 0090 2570 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Kirkee and McMunn 
Barracks 

99/3a 

 

TL 9845 2315 WB  new building - negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Lane North of St Mary’s 
Hospital,  Balkerne Hill 

93/7b 

 

TL 9914 2538 approx site inspection negative  

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Court, 7 

 

99/6e 

 

TL 98076 25059 WB rear extension - negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Lodge Farm - Moat 
Farm Cottages 

95/2d 

 

TL 975 258 

 

Watching brief burnt clay, indeterminate intrusions 2 

Colchester 

 

 

Lexden Lodge Farm to 
Moat Farm Cottages, cable 
trenches 

93/9c 

 

TL 9775 2623 to  TL 
9803 2613 

 

WB Roman kiln destruction debris, also indeterminate pits/ditches 2 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Nurseries, Hubert 
Road (pond) 

94/1d 

 

TL 97976 25568 WB negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Park, Lexden Road 
(phase 1: Endsleigh Annex) 

 

94/10c 

 

TL 97194 25154(if this 
is the correct building) 

WB negative 2 
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Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 166 

 

87/12a 

 

TL 96768 25086 

 

Watching brief negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 166 95/10b TL 96767 25116 

 

Site inspection tile in loose, possibly Roman 2 

Colchester  

 

Lexden Road, 166 (adj) 96/4c  

 

TL 96767 25116 WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 19 (English 
Study Centre) 

96/10d 

 

TL987 249 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 22 96/8a TL 9854 2491 WB negative 2 

Colchester  

 

Lexden Road, 22 (adj to)  95/1a 

 

TL 9855 2490 Evaluation no Roman burials in this cemetery area. 2 

Colchester  

 

Lexden Road, 22,  (former 
Signals Corps) 

94/9b 

 

TL 98586 24914 

 

WB post-medieval soils over Roman strata 2 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 24, Eastwell 
House (corner of West 
Lodge Rd) 

93/5b 

 

TL 9851 2490 

 

WB and Excavation Roman foundations, cremation urn, possible road.   

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Lexden Road, 5 

 

95/1b 

 

TL 98908 25007 

 

Watching brief Roman deposits, trefoil tracery from Crouched Friars? 2 

Colchester  

 

Lexden Road, 76 (corner 
plot between Lexden Rd 
and Fitzwalter Road) 

84/3b 

                                    

 

TL 97824 25036 

 

 Retrospective note on X series find 293. An iron bar found “in 
(gravel?) pit of unknown date”. Handed in by a member of the 
public? 

2 

Colchester  

 

Lexden Road, Colchester 
Royal Grammar School, 
Colchester 

99/10a 

 

TL 9879 2488 

 

WB Museum accession: 1999.144. New teaching block – cremation 
pyres and Roman road 

2 

Colchester Lexden Road, Lexden Park 
(school site) 

96/9c 

 

TL 9727 2514 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester Lexden Straight Road, 300 98/2a 

 

TL 96766 23509 Watching brief negative 2 

Colchester Lexden Straight Road, 
Church of the Latter Day 

97/5a TL 9673 2362 WB confirms line of ‘camp’ cropmark, but Shrub End Dyke not seen 2 
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 Saints  

Colchester 

 

Lockhart Avenue and The 
Chantry (land between)  

86/2a 

 

TL 9809 2524 

 

Eval negative 

 

2 

Colchester  

 

Lockhart Avenue, 8 

 

98/3d 

 

TL 98050 25199 

 

Watching brief - 
house extension 

negative 2 

Colchester London Road, Beacon End 
Farm  

98/5a 

 

TL 94377 25708 

 

Watching brief - 
new housing estate 

negative 2 

Colchester  

 

Long Wyre Street, 2-6, (now 
‘Presto’, but built as 
‘Caters’) 

90/3b  

 

TL 99826 25154 

 

WB Roman walls seen in stanchion holes for rear extension 1 

Colchester 

 

Long Wyre Street, 37 (now 
Beresford’s Estate Agents) 

92/4a TL 99826 25034 

 

WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

Longedryve, 2 (off Wavell 
Avenue) 

96/4a 

 

TL 98507 23887 Site inspection 

 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Lower Castle Park, new 
tree hole near path W. of 
upper bowling green 

98/7b 

 

TL 99941 25606 
approx 

 

Watching brief - 
tree planting – 

Roman finds 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Magazine Farm Way (off), 
Bluebottle Grove,  

 

98/8b  TL 97422 24568 
approx 

 

Site visit Recording of exposed sections of Lexden Dyke at Bluebottle 
Grove. 

2 

Colchester Magdalen Street, 154, r/o: 
Eastern Approaches Road: 
Stage Two Archaeological 
Evaluation Part two:  

 

93/9a 

 

TM 0030 2488  

 

Eval  Substantial dumps of post-medieval material above natural 2 

Colchester 

 

Magdalen Street, 155, 
footings for new housing 

97/9a 

 

TM 00178 24792  

 

WB Infilled cellar and post-medieval ditch 2 

Colchester 

 

Magdalen Street, 155-174 92/1a TM 0025 2480 

 

Evaluation negative  

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Magdalen Street, 161-170 
(housing development)  

97/4a 

 

TM 00178 24792 

 

WB negative 2 
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Colchester Maldon Road, “Oaklea” 

 

98/3b 

 

TL 95379 22230 

 

Watching brief - 
house extension  

 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Maldon Road, 126 96/10a TL 9886 2450 WB negative 2 

Colchester  

 

Maldon Road, 79 96/10c 

 

TL 98920 24613 WB Roman cremation pot 2 

Colchester 

 

Maldon Road, Colchester 
Zoo 

96/5b 

 

TL 9485 2185 

 

WB Early Neolithic flints, Roman tile fragments, lava quern 2 

Colchester  

 

Maldon Road, Priory Lodge 

 

98/9a 

 

TL 95346 22170 

 

Watching brief - 
detached garage -  

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Manor Road, 50 (formerly 
Cubitt & Clark Electricians, 
and Education and Youth 
Services) 

85/11a 

 

TL 99075 25037 

 

WB 

 

Roman floors, gravel, occupation, and later features 2 

Colchester 

 

Maypole Green Road, land 
at  

96/9d 

 

TL 9845 2206 Eval negative 2 

Colchester  

 

Mercury Theatre 

 

96/1a 

 

TL 9927 2513 

 

Evaluation Evidence of Roman buildings, mosaic and tessellated floors 1 

Colchester 

 

Mercury Theatre 96/11c 

 

TL992251 

 

WB Roman wall in situ 1 

Colchester 

 

Mercury Theatre 

 

97/6a 

 

TL 99294 25137 

 

Evaluation Full report not prepared – no funding. Up to 2.5m of stratified 
Roman deposits including military barrack block walls, clay floors 
and timber slots, Boudiccan debris, Roman mortar floors, 
tessellated floors (plain red mosaic), and a fragment of a coloured 
mosaic pavement, medieval robber trenches. 

1 

Colchester 

 

 

Mersea Road, Blackheath 
Baptist Chapel (now 
Orchard Baptist) 

92/4b 

 

TM 00339 21922 

 

Site inspection 

 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Middleborough 1, r/o 

 

87/4a TL 9942 2551 

 

Eval Three small trenches to determine position of Roman town wall, 
whose face and core were exposed. See also CAT Report 144 

1 
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Colchester Middleborough 10-14, 
Last’s Garage 

87/1a TL 9942 2478 Eval ?Roman floor 2 

Colchester Middleborough and North 
Hill  

95/5c TL 99353 25697- TL 
99393 25327 

Watching brief negative 1 

Colchester 

 

Middleborough, ‘The 
Moorings’ 

91/2b 

 

TL 99337 25622 WB negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Middleborough, 10-14 
(Last’s Garage) 

87/3b 

 

TL 9941 2557 

 

WB Roman road gravels (road emerging from North Gate) and 
fragments of Roman buildings on W side of road. 

2 

Colchester 

 

Military Road (former Co-Op 
Dairy) 

95/5a 

 

TL 9925 2508 

 

Watching brief unstratified Kentish ragstone 2 

Colchester 

 

Monkwick Infants School 98/4a TM 00012 22791 Watching brief – 
small classroom 
extension 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Moorside, Eastgates, Royal 
Mail Depot 

93/3c 

 

TM 0078 2518 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Museum Street 

 

86/6a 

 

TL 9980 2522 

 

Excav Prior to street resurfacing - Roman foundation; medieval barbican 
foundations - Dunbarr Gate?, street 

1 

Colchester Nicholson’s Nursery (now 
The Dell, off Priory Street) 

88/5a  

 

TM 00162 24997 Eval Generally negative because post-medieval soils over waterlogged 
clay. 

See 90/9b for the watching brief stage of this project. 

2 

Colchester 

 

Norman Way, St Benedict’s 
School 

96/8b 

 

TL 97891 24692 

 

WB indeterminate features - Heath Farm dyke? 2 

Colchester 

 

Norman Way/Park Road 96/2b 

 

TL 9794 2482 

 

WB Ditch, medieval or later, on line of Hull’s east Roman rhomboid 
outline 

2 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 18 

 

88/9b 

 

TL 99422 25417 

 

evaluation Roman tessellated floor at 1.5m below ground is very likely to be 
the same floor marked in Roman Colchester. Also, 2 periods of 
peg-tile wall (medieval, post-medieval?), and a cobbled yard. 

1 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 19-20 rear of 
(now Middleton’s) 

94/9a 

 

TL 99440 25423 

 

WB Roman destruction debris 1 

Colchester North Hill, 21, r/o 89/4c 

 

TL 99409 25441 Eval Roman wall foundation, Roman floor 1 



CAT Report 1000: index of sites by address  

 xvii 

parish address CAT code NGR type detail V 

Colchester North Hill, 21, r/o 94/3a TL99400 25477 Eval Roman floors. Thetford ware 1 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 30  (site of North 
Gate) 

 

90/7a 

 

TL 99394 25500  

 

WB Gas pipe trench on E side of North Hill, on site of North Gate. 
Nothing visible 

1 

Colchester North Hill, 46  95/4a  TL 99366 25386 Watching brief mortar floor, possibly Roman 1 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 55-56 (‘Cock & 
Pie’) 

 

90/9a 

 

TL 9937 2532 

 

WB Robbed and in situ Roman wall foundations and opus signinum 
floors. 

1 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 55-56, Cock & 
Pie 

90/3a 

 

TL 99387 25321 

 

WB Post-medieval sump 1 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 67-70, New Post 
Office (refurbishment  - 
former Belfast Linens) 

97/4b 

 

TL 99395 25205  

 

WB Roman, medieval and Tudor deposits including Boudiccan at 2m 
below floor level 

1 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, 70, cellar of 
Belfast Linens, (now /Post 
Office) 

96/6a 

 

TL 9939 2520 

 

WB post-medieval tile floor, ?medieval robber trench fill 1 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, Sixth Form 
College  

97/7g 

 

TL 9930 2530 

 

WB Roman military plinth and foundation, street gravel 1 

Colchester 

 

North Hill, Wagon and 
Horses Pub  

94/5c 

 

TL 99392 25225 

 

WB Roman stratification including a gravel road/ yard, and Boudiccan 
destruction 

1 

Colchester  

 

North Station (trackside 
building) 

94/1c TL 98734 26557 WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

North Station car Park  95/11c TL 988 266 Evaluation no sign of kiln debris (93/2c), undated gravel surface  2 

Colchester  

 

North Station Car Park 
Extension Phase 1 

93/2c 

 

TL 988266 

 

Evaluation Post-medieval kiln furniture? Early pit 2 

Colchester 

 

North Station Road, 144, 
George’s Car Wash 

99/2a 

 

TL 9930 2634 WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

North Station Road, 
Northgate Centre (Old 
Railway Mission) 

98/2b 

 

 

TL 99328 25913 

 

Watching brief Roman road gravel 2 



CAT Report 1000: index of sites by address  

 xviii 

parish address CAT code NGR type detail V 

Colchester 

 

Northgate Street (now 
Claudius Court, formerly 
Rennie Roberts’ Garage) 

 

 

87/10c  

 

TL 99560 25529 

 

Eval Previous project on the north side of the Roman town wall on the 
same plot (87/4b).  

Four trenches in north pavement of Northgate Street to establish 
the position and depth of the south face of the town wall. The face 
was found in all the trenches and proved to be well-preserved a 
short distance below the footpath surface. 

The depths of the highest surviving parts of the wall are as 
follows: Trench A: 0.29 m; Trench B: 0.89 m; Trench C: 0.80m; 
and Trench D: 0.20m. 

See also CAT Report 144.  

1 

Colchester 

 

Northgate Street, 2 
(warehouse west of) 

89/5a TL 99559 25525 

 

Eval inner face of the town wall under warehouse floor 1 

Colchester 

 

Northgate Street, 22 and 
22a 

94/1a  

 

TL 99493 25515 Watching brief Battered face of town wall 1 

Colchester 

 

Northgate Street, 76-78 
(now Castle Court)  

89/12c 
  

 

TL 99673 25543 

 

Eval Roman town wall. This project coincides with 90/10a (for which 
see separate record)  

 

1 

Colchester Northgate Street, 76-86 
(now Castle Court) 

 

90/10a 

 

TL 9967 2554 

 

WB Inner face of the town wall located in a small exploratory trench 
dug by a contractor 

1 

Colchester 

 

Northgate Street, 
Sargeant's Engineering 
Works 

93/11e 

 

TL 9971 2551 

 

Eval 

 

 

Deep post-medieval soils masking possible Roman layers 
including metalling 

1 

Colchester  

 

Nunns Road, 5, r/o 

 

99/5c 

 

TL 9952 2543 

 

WB negative - residual Roman and later finds in modern topsoil 1 

Colchester 

 

Nunns Road, NCP car park 

 

87/10b 

 

 

TL 9946 2531 

 

WB Roman walls and floors observed in stanchion holes for the 
southern extension to the NCP multi-storey car park rear of 
Williams & Griffin / Fenwick. 

1 

Colchester Oaklands Avenue, 64 88/3a 

 

TL 96291 24061 Site inspection negative 

 

2 

Colchester Oaklands Avenue, 64  (r/o) 97/10c TL 96442 WB negative 2 
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  24073 

Colchester 

 

Oaks Drive, 35 

 

99/7a 

 

TL 9881 2522 

 

WB conservatory construction - negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Oaks Drive, 7 (house 
extension) 

97/12d 

 

TL 98704 25071 

 

WB negative. 2 

Colchester 

 

Olivers Lane, Olivers 
Orchard 

90/10b 

 

TL 968 220  

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester Owen Ward Close, 
Gosbecks Primary School 

96/9b 

 

TL 9724 2325 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

Colchester Oxford Road, 8 85/11c  TL 9888 2467 WB negative 2 

Colchester  

 

Park Road, 1, plot north of  

 

98/5c TL 9820 2489 

 

Watching brief – 
new house 

gravel, but not Roman road 2 

Colchester 

 

Pelhams Lane, 12-15, 18, 
20 (north side of Trinity 
Square). 

86/10a 

 

TL 9962 2566 

 

WB Post-medieval brick cellar, and Roman features 1 

Colchester 

 

Priory Street  

 

97/1d 

 

TM 00097 25043 WB negative 2 

Colchester  

 

Priory Street Car Park 

 

94/6b 

 

TM 00150 25089 

 

Recording of town 
wall in Priory Street 
Car Park 

record was made following the collapse of an 11.5m length of the 
facing brickwork along Priory Street 

1 

Colchester 

 

 

Priory Street, 30-33 (rear of: 
Nicholson’s Nurseries)  

 

90/9b 

 

TM 00162 24997 

 

WB This is the watching brief stage (ie Phase 2) of 88/5a 

 

negative, medieval pot unstratified 

2 

Colchester 

 

Priory Street, 62 96/10b 

 

TM 00210 25183 WB modern cellar 2 

Colchester 

 

Queens Road, 1 (Handford 
House, now ‘Handford 
Place’)  

90/6a 

 

TL 9858 2475  

 

WB John Taylor’s Victorian ‘Columbarium’ exposed during building 
work 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Queens Road, 36 

 

98/5d TL 98347 24558 

 

Watching brief – 
extension  

negative  

 

2 

Colchester Queens Road, 9 (house 97/11b TL 85754 28983 WB negative 2 
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 extension)   

Colchester 

 

Rawstorn Road, 14 97/3a 

 

TL 99053 25022 WB negative 2 

Colchester Rawstorn Road, 17 

 

85/10a 

 

TL 9906 2515 

 

WB 

 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Rear of  North Hill, 21 (r/o), 
off Nunns Road) 

97/2d 

 

TL 99464 25436 

 

WB possible Roman horizon 

 

1 

Colchester 

 

Rear of Magazine Farm 
Way - Bluebottle Grove / 
Lexden Dyke middle 

 

87/6b 

 

TL 9738 2459 

 

Excav This excavation prior to the restoration of the Colchester dyke 
known as both Bluebottle Grove and Lexden Dyke Middle is 
published in Colchester Archaeological Report 11 (Camulodunum 
II) pages 154-9 

2 

Colchester 

 

Roman Road, 4 

 

89/8a 

 

TM 00184 25298 

 

Site Inspection rear tile face of town wall seen in back garden 1 

Colchester 

 

Roman Way Camp, Roman 
Way 

94/2d 

 

TL 995 224 

 

WB prehistoric pottery and flints 2 

Colchester Roman Way, land N of 
Roman Way Camp 

95/9b 

 

TL 995 229 

 

Evaluation undated but probably early ditch 2 

Colchester Ryegate Road, Methodist 
Church  

 

87/5a 

 

TL 99814 25275 

 

Eval Two test pits: East – two parallel walls at 2.2m below ground may 
be vaulted drain recorded in 1960s. North – Opus signinum floor 
at 1.4m below ground. This is interesting because it is within the 
Temple Precinct (Insula 22).  

1 

Colchester 

 

Sheepen Place (Royal 
London Office Extension: 
now Hiscox) 

89/8b 

 

TL 9920 2558 

 

Eval Possible Roman well and Roman gravel road 

 

2 

Colchester Sheepen Road (Colchester 
Institute Playing Field and 
Tennis Courts, CBC Car 
Parks) 

 

96/11e 

 

 

CBC Car parks- TL 
99116 25545 

Former Institute 
Tennis courts - TL 
99025 25564.  

Former Institute 
Playing Fields -TL 
99012 25464 

Evaluation Car parks - made ground, waterlogged.  Tennis courts - Residual 
Roman finds in made ground over possible medieval strata with 
preserved organics.  Playing fields – waterlogged Roman strata, 
finds including pottery and painted wall plaster. Ditch 

2 
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Colchester 

 

Sheepen Road, Colchester 
Institute 

27/05/87-9/7/87 

 

 

 

87/6a 

 

TL 988 255 

 

Eval Site records missing (gone to museum -accession code 
1989.19?), but plan shows two holes near the Octagon (now 
demolished!). But this area (ie, the Octagon and building to its W - 
now all demolished) has been subsumed into the Site H 
excavation at Institute in 2009 (for which see big CAT report 
forthcoming).  

2 

Colchester 

 

Sheepen Road, Colchester 
Institute (H Block),  

98/9d 

 

TL 98936 25606 

 

Watching Brief - 
drain run Block H to 
K and lift shaft  

LIA and Roman pottery 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Sheepen Road, St Helena 
School 

89/2a 

 

TL 9885 2577 

 

WB gravel surface of Colchester Temple 2 precinct 2 

Colchester 

 

Sheepen Road, St Helena 
School 

94/7c 

 

TL 9891 2577 

 

WB negative -engineer’s trial pit in temenos. 2 

Colchester 

 

Short Wyre Street, 11 (then 
‘Swagshop’, now ‘It’s All 
Fun and Games’) 

88/2b  

 

TL 99821 25019 

 

Excav Roman wall and drain arch. Published in Journal of the Colchester 
Archaeological Trust 1. See also CAT Reports 113, 144 

1 

Colchester 

 

Shrub End Road, 286 (new 
houses) 

97/12a 

 

 

TL 96952 23070 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Sir Isaac’s Walk, r/o 10-16 
(now Portal Precinct) 

 

92/9a 

 

TL 9958 2503 

 

Watching brief and 
photographic 
survey 

WB – negative  on underpinning and groundworks. 

Stables photographed before demolition. 

 

1 

Colchester 

 

Spring Lane, Lexden Lodge 
Farm (moat) 

92/4e 

 

TL 977 262 

 

WB Moat dredging. Earlier moat profile. Post-medieval leather shoe 2 

Colchester 

 

Spurgeon Street  

 

93/8b (and 
see 
94/10e) 

TM 0129 2490 approx 

 

Eval No sign of Roman road from Mistley, which is projected to cross 
here. Post-medieval dumping over river silts (trench 4 of this 
evaluation is site 94/10e) 

2 

Colchester 

 

Spurgeon Street 
(Charringtons coal depot) 

95/5b 

 

TM 0127 2481 

 

Watching brief negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Spurgeon Street (former 
coal depot) 

94/10e 

 

TM 0129 2490 approx  Eval second part of the project reported in 93/8b (which is T1-T3). 
post-medieval strata  

2 
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Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street 

St Botolph’s Priory  

90/1b 

 

TL 99947 24967 

 

recording drawing of west façade 2 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, 31a, r/o 89/11a 

 

TL 9993 2492 

 

WB 

 

wooden drain (medieval?) 2 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, 33-4 88/8a 

 

TL 9994 2493 

 

WB Post-Roman dark earth and ?rubble 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, 48 r/o 94/8a 

 

TL 99906 25029 Town wall recording Blocked post-medieval arch on line of inner face of the Roman 
town wall. 

1 

Colchester 

 

 

St Botolph’s Street, 48, r/o 97/7b 

 

TL 99906 25029 

 

recording (see also 
94/8a). 

Town wall 1 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, St  
Botolph’s Priory 

 

 

87/8a 

 

TM 000 249 

 

Eval This project should have been subsumed within the larger St 
Botolph’s project, which is dormant due to lack of funds. 

Two foundations with adjacent floors, presumably belonging to 
the priory, were located immediately to the south of the scheduled 
area at a depth of c. 1-1.4 m. In the same area, waterlogged 
remains were also observed at a depth of 2m. 

2 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, St 
Botolph’s Parish Church,  

89/9b 

 

TL 9997 2493 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester  

 

St Botolph’s Street, St 
Botolph’s Priory  

 

86/1b 

 

TL 999 249 

 

Eval This site was supposed to be subsumed within the larger St 
Botolph’s Priory project, which is dormant due to lack of funds 

2 

Colchester 

 

St Botolph’s Street, St 
Botolph’s Priory  

 

 

91/1a 

 

TL 9999 2497 

 

evaluation This site was supposed to be subsumed in the larger St Botolph’s 
Priory project (dormant due to lack of funds) 

2 

Colchester 

 

St Clare Drive, 1,  r/o  

 

98/2c 

 

TL 97426 25110 

 

Watching brief rear 
conservatory 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

St Clare Road, 2a 

 

96/9a 

 

TL 97480 25108 

 

WB Roman pottery and other finds from pit 2 
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Colchester 

 

St Helen’s Lane, Quaker 
Burial Ground 

98/8c 

 

TL 9978 2538 

 

Watching brief - 
Boundary wall 
replacement 

Roman destruction debris revealed? 1 

Colchester 

 

St Helena Road, 1 (r/o) 97/2a 

 

TL 98677 24142 WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

St Helena School, Sheepen 
Road 

87/3d  

 

 Eval Three trial holes each revealed a Roman gravel (temple precinct) 
surface over ‘cover-loam’ (periglacial). 

2 

Colchester  

 

St John’s Abbey Grounds 

 

86/11a 

 

TL 9983 2478 

 

WB Foundation trench for extension to the officers’ squash courts 
(east side) revealed a section of walling and foundation which is 
probably the Abbey Church 

2 

Colchester  St John’s Street, 12 86/7a TL 9949 2495 WB and excav Prior to installation of floor safe - Roman cremation 2 

Colchester  

 

St Johns Street, 43 88/5b 

 

TL 9951 2500 WB Roman Wall and drain arch 1 

Colchester 

 

St Mary’s Art Centre, 
Church Street (churchyard) 

94/4d 

 

TL 99248 25073 

 

WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

St Mary’s Arts Centre, 
Church Street 

95/3d 

 

TL 99251 25079 

 

Watching brief negative 1 

Colchester 

 

St Mary’s Church  97/3c TL 99270 25087 WB negative 1 

Colchester 

 

St Peter’s Street, 19 (Renee 
Roberts Garage) 

87/4b 

 

TL 9956 2552 

 

WB Roman town wall exposed r/o of recently-demolished garage. See 
also CAT Report 144  

1 

Colchester 

 

Straight Road, 22 

 

97/9b 

 

TL 96414 24997 

 

WB too far east to see Triple Dyke ditch 2 

Colchester Straight Road, 274-298 rear 
of (Heath Farm Dyke 

88/1d TL 9683 2360 Excav Trench across bank and eastern edge of ditch. Note in CAR 11, 
site 82, page 160.  

2 

Colchester Straight Road, 'Brights' 96/4d TL 9645 2487 

 

WB Top of Triple Dyke central ditch 2 

Colchester Sussex Road, Kingswode 
Hoe School  

93/4c 

 

TL 9832 2520 

 

WB negative  

 

2 

Colchester Sussex Road, Kingswode 95/2c TL 98332 25205 Watching brief negative 2 
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 Hoe School   

Colchester  

 

Sussex Road, Kingswode 
Hoe School 

96/7b 

 

TL 98329 25248 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Sussex Road, Kingswode 
Hoe School (terrace 
construction) 

97/1c 

 

TL 98343 25220 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Sussex Road, Kingswode 
Hoe School,  

91/11b 

 

TL 9834 2522 

 

Watching brief negative  

 

2 

Colchester 

 

The Avenue, 25 

 

95/3b 

 

TL 98389 24744 Watching brief negative 2 

Colchester  The Avenue, 7-12 88/4c TL 98429 24822 WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Trinity Street, 25  

 

92/1b TL 99634 25064 

 

Watching brief Post-medieval brick features 1 

Colchester Trinity Street, 26, r/o 

 

89/9a TL 99626 25068 

 

WB Roman gravel street dividing Insulas 35 and 36 of the Roman 
town. 

1 

Colchester 

 

Turner Rise 

 

96/2c TL 99632 26457 WB worked and burnt flint, four clusters of Roman tiles 2 

Colchester Turner Rise, Area C2 
(Persimmon Homes) 

 

98/2e TL 99714 26478 

 

Watching brief - 
new housing 

Roman and post-medieval material residual in later contexts 2 

Colchester Victoria Chase, off North 
Station Road 

86/2b 

 

TL 9924 2578 

 

Eval (Colne Bank Residential Development) - negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Victoria Road, 4, r/o 98/7e 

 

TL 98486 24679 

 

Watching brief - 
new house 
construction 

negative 2 

Colchester 

 

Vineyard Street Car Park 

 

93/9d 

 

T1-2 approx: TL 
99760 24984 

T3-9 approx: TL 
99804 24988 

WB Pit or ditch fill, indeterminate date 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Vineyard Street Car Park 95/8b 

 

TL 9970 2501 

 

Watching brief post-medieval deposits 2 
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Colchester 

 

Vineyard Street, 18-22  
(Robert’s Pool Club) and 
rear of 4-6 Short Wyre 
Street 

91/11c 

 

TL 9984 2501 

 

Eval Battered face of town wall seen rear of Pool Club. See also CAT 
Report 144.  

1 

Colchester 

 

Walsingham Road, 30, r/o 94/4a 

 

TL 99563 24754 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Wellesley Road Boys High 
School 

90/8a 

 

TL 9899 2485 

 

WB negative 

 

2 

Colchester 

 

Wells Road, 2 

 

96/4b 

 

TM 00437 25673 Site inspection 
/watching brief 

Samian and Roman tile fragments 2 

Colchester 

 

West Lodge Road 97/3d 

 

TL 98527 24867 

 

WB gravel – Roman road? 2 

Colchester 

 

West Lodge Road, opposite 
7 

93/12b TL 98532 24883 

 

WB negative 2 

Colchester 

 

West Stockwell Street, 15-
16 

89/4b and 
89/9c    

TL 9960 2541 

 

Eval and WB Roman street metalling and post-medieval pits 

 

1 

Colchester  

 

West Stockwell Street, 15-
16 

89/9c 

 

TL 9960 2541 

 

WB (This is the watching brief stage of 89/4b). Roman street metalling 
at junction of insulas 3, 4, 11, 12 

1 

Colchester 

 

West Stockwell Street, St 
Martin’s Church 

91/7c  TL 99613 25344 

 

eval previous idea that this was originally a cruciform plan is incorrect?  1 

Colchester 

 

West Stockwell Street, St 
Martin’s Church 

96/5c TL 9960 2534 

 

Site inspection Consolidation of church fabric - negative 1 

Colchester 

 

West Stockwell Street, Town 
Hall Subway 

87/12b  TL 9960 2523 

 

WB Large lumps of Roman masonry grubbed up 

 

1 

Colchester 

 

William’s Walk 95/11d 

 

TL 99692 25311 

 

Site inspection negative 1 

Copford 

 

Copford Church 

 

96/11a TL 93110 22579 

 

WB negative 3 

Copford, Birch,  

Messing, 

Stanway 

Messing Lodge - Stanway 

91/9a 

 

NGR – see individual 
sections below 

WB probable prehistoric site at Copford (TL 930 222), observation of a 
section of the Grymes Dyke ditch at Maldon Road, Stanway (TL 
9579 2231) and sequences of road deposits at intervals along the 

3 



CAT Report 1000: index of sites by address  

 xxvi 

parish address CAT code NGR type detail V 

Easthorpe Zoo Water Main  

 

 course of a putative Roman road at Easthorpe (TL 9098 2142- TL 
9210 2161). 

East Mersea  

 

Pipeline 

 

97/11c 

 

 

Between 
approximately TM 
0506 1442 and 0515 
1470 

WB negative 3 

East Mersea Tidal mud 

 

90/11b 

 

TL 0591 1389 Site inspection negative 

 

3 

Eight Ash Green Choats Wood 96/2a 

 

TL 9369 2618 Watching brief negative 

 

3 

Fingringhoe  

 

Abberton Road 93/11a 

 

TM 0309 2044 WB negative  

 

3 

Fingringhoe 

 

Roman River Mill       

 

93/11d 

 

TM 02992 20580 Site inspection short note, photographed before closure 3 

Fingringhoe Water Main (Abberton Road 
water mains renewal). 

93/6a 

 

TM 0346 2045 to TM 
0377 2059 

WB pits and ditches, some coinciding with cropmarks 3 

Fordham 

 

Fossett’s Lane, (agricultural 
reservoir adjacent to) 

98/9e 

 

TL 931 279 

 

Watching brief - 
agricultural 
reservoir - 

post-medieval features, Roman and medieval finds 3 

Fordham Moat Hall, Moat Road  94/9d 

 

TL 9302 2890 WB negative  

 

3 

Great Tey Brook Road, Teybrook Farm 

 

98/6a 

 

 

TL 89152 25957 

 

Watching brief - 
small barn 
construction  

negative 

 

3 

Great Tey 

 

Brook Road, Teybrook Farm 
(barn now The Brasserie) 

98/9b 

 

TL 89199 25519 

 

Watching brief - car 
park construction 

negative 3 

Great Tey Coggeshall Road and 
Buckler’s Lane Anglian 
Water main 

92/10b 

 

TL 88954 25874 - TL 
87672 24877 

 

WB new water main: many finds including keyed box tile, 600 m from 
villa site.  

 

3 

Great Tey, 
Marks Tey 

Great Tey to Marks Tey 
water pipe line 

92/11b 

 

TL 8898 2647 to TL 
8987 2345 

WB Pipeline - Roman boundary ditch, medieval ?industrial roadside 
activity (November 1992 – March 1993) 

3 
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Great 
Wigborough 

Hyde Farm 

 

91/12c 

 

TL 965 156 site inspection negative  

 

3 

Langenhoe  

 

Fingringhoe Road, land 
south of (now Edward 
Marke Drive estate) 

92/7c 

 

TM 0085 1897 

 

Evaluation C18 road and roadside occupation (1991 fieldwork). 

 

3 

Langenhoe Land south of Fingringhoe 
Road  

93/7d  

 

TM 0085 1897 

 

WB Note: this is the watching brief stage of project 92/7c. Medieval 
and later debris noted in SE part of site (92/7c) appeared to be 
confined to the south-eastern area of the site.  

3 

Layer de la 
Haye 

Blind Knights Barn 

 

85/9a 

 

TL 97605 19101 

 

Watching brief negative 

 

3 

Layer Marney  

 

Haynes Green 

 

95/7a 

 

TL 90579 17124 Watching brief negative 3 

Layer Marney 

 

Thorringtons Farm, 
Thorrington Road 

94/2e 

 

TL 92189 18160 

 

Eval negative 3 

Layer-de-la-
Haye  

Blind Knights 

 

99/4c 

 

TL 9762 1906 

 

WB conservatory extension – negative 3 

Layer-de-la-
Haye  

 

Church Road, Water Main  
renewal 

 

93/9b 

 

TL 9633 1896 to TL 
9658 1948 

WB largely negative 3 

Little Tey 

 

Little Tey Water Main 92/11c 

 

TL 8169 2490 to TL 
8842 2332 

WB AWA pipeline – flint and medieval pottery 

 

3 

Marks Tey  

 

North of Coggeshall Road 
(wood) 

96/3a 

 

TL 9022 2367 

 

Site inspection brick floor, sampled 3 

Messing and 
Tiptree 

Messing Lodge (Messing) – 
to Church Road (Tiptree)  

92/10c 

 

TL 90141969 to TL 
89281671 

WB Water Mains Renewal: gravelled and ditched post-medieval 
track/road 

3 

Mount Bures 

 

Craigs Lane, “Cymbeline” 

 

99/8b 

 

TL 9052 3270 

 

WB new house construction - negative 3 

Peldon  

 

Lower Road, Brick House 
Farm 

98/1a TL 98903 16337 

 

Site inspection negative 3 

Rowhedge High Street  92/8a TM 0314 2180 Evaluation (1991) substantial nineteenth and twentieth century deposits 3 
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    overlying earlier (undated) gravel layers.  

Stanway 

 

Bellhouse Quarry 87/5b 

 

TL 957 226 

 

Excav This is one of the Stanway élite burial sites, published in Crummy 
and Benfield et al 2007, page 5. 

3 

Stanway 

 

Church Lane, ARC Quarry 

 

92/5a 

 

TL 946 225 approx 
(much changed now) 

WB negative  

 

3 

Stanway Church Lane, ARC Quarry 93/8a 

 

TL 943 240 WB negative 

 

3 

Stanway 

 

Church Lane, Church 
bungalow (field at rear) 

92/5b TL 941 243 

 

Finds inspection Metal-detected coin, barbarous radiate, 270-84. Probably copy of 
a House of Constantine issue, 330-360.   

3 

Stanway 

 

London Road, West’s 
Nursery (now one of the 
units S of Wyevale Garden 
Centre) 

95/10c 

 

TL 93740 24306 
approx 

 

Watching brief negative 

 

3 

Stanway 

 

New Farm Road, 

 

98/10b 

 

TL 9600 2481 Watching Brief 
residential 
development 

undated ditch 3 

Stanway  

 

South of New Farm Road, 

 

94/10d 

 

TL 95910 24595 WB negative 3 

Stanway  

 

St Albright’s Crescent, off 
London Road  

94/9e 

 

TL 95952 24992 WB negative 3 

Stanway 

 

Stanway Fall Farm (Tarmac 
Pit) 

 

90/11c 

 

TL 95452255 

 

Excav This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, fully 
published in Crummy and Benfield et al 2007 

3 

Stanway 

 

Stanway Fall Farm (Tarmac 
Pit). 

 

92/2b 

 

TL 95452255 

 

Excav This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, published 
in Crummy and Benfield et al 2007. Excavations described here 
are of Site A (Enclosure 1). 

3 

Stanway 

 

Stanway Hall Farm (Tarmac 
sand and gravel pit) 

88/3c 

 

TL 95452255 

 

Excav Stanway elite burial site. Published in  

Crummy, Benfield et al 2007. 

3 

Stanway 

 

Stanway, Hall Farm (Tarmac 
Pit). 

91/2a 

 

TL 95452255 

 

Excav This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, published 
in Crummy, Benfield et al 2007. This is Site A (Enclosure 1).  

3 

Stanway Tollgate Site (now 96/3c TL949247 Eval post-medieval features, residual prehistoric flints and Roman pot 3 
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Sainsbury’s) 

Tiptree Church Road, New Co-Op 
(now Asda) 

92/10a 

 

TL 8954 1640 

 

WB negative 

 

3 

West Bergholt  

 

Colchester Road, r/o 
Truman's Brewery 

97/9h 

 

TL 96471 27809 

 

WB negative 3 

West Bergholt  

 

Cooks Hall Road, The Old 
Rectory 

87/11b 

 

TL 95502 27263 

 

Site inspection 17th century drain 3 

West Bergholt Lexden Road, 110 95/10a  

 

TL 95765 27444 Site inspection negative 3 

West Bergholt to 
Great Horkesley 

West Bergholt to Great 
Horkesley water main 

94/2f 

 

TL 9581 2819 to TL 
9702 3114 

 

Pipeline watching 
brief 

 

prehistoric flints 3 

West Mersea 

 

Church Road (Phoenix 
Close) 

88/11a 

 

TM 0083 1259 

 

Site inspection: Summary: Medieval? burials 

 

3 

West Mersea 

 

Church Road, 12a 
(Howard’s Cottage) 

97/7a TM 00862 12567 WB negative 3 

West Mersea 

 

Coast Road, 79 98/5f 

 

TM 00293 12568 

 

Watching brief - 
house development 

medieval sherd only 3 

West Mersea 

 

Hall Barn, off High Street 

 

85/10b 

 

 

TM 00979 12674 (if I 
have correctly 
identified the Mersea 
Centre)  

Build record partial record of barn  3 

West Mersea  Melrose Road, 23 97/11h TM 01182 12745 WB didn’t happen 3 

West Mersea  

 

St Peter and St Paul’s 
Church 

91/7b 

  

TM 00915 12502 

 

Eval residual Roman finds, otherwise negative 3 

West Mersea 

 

West Mersea  

Beach (adj. Kingsland 
Drive) 

95/3e 

 

TM 0154 1230 Site inspection   

 

Possible red hill 3 

West Mersea 
and East 
Mersea 

Mersea Island Water Main 
Installation (West Mersea 
and East Mersea) 

93/7c 

 

NGR – see individual 
sections below 

WB  Evidence of Roman, medieval and possible prehistoric activity. 3 
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Wivenhoe 

 

Chapel Street, former 
Methodist Chapel and 
former St John Ambulance 
building 

99/6d 

 

TM 03785 21580 but 
see below 

 

Site visit human remains exposed in alterations to a former Methodist 
Chapel 

 

3 

Wivenhoe 

 

Colne Flood Barrier 93/10b 

 

TM 0411 2125 

 

WB negative (September 1991 to Autumn 1993). 3 

Wivenhoe 

 

High Street, Congregational 
Church 

91/11a 

 

TM 0387 2191 

 

Site inspection negative 3 

Wivenhoe 

 

The Quay, Rear of Maple 
Cottage 

96/11d 

 

TM 03870 21448 

 

WB ?post-medieval timber 3 

Wivenhoe 

 

Wivenhoe Port site 

 

98/0a TM 03931 21427 

 

Watching brief –  

 

negative 3 

Wormingford 

 

Church Road water main 

 

93/3d 

 

TL 9312 3152 to TL 
9334 3260 

WB flint cores 3 

Wormingford 

 

Church Road, Church 
House  

98/6b 

 

TL 97526 34257 

 

Watching brief - 
swimming pool 

negative 

 

3 
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84/4c  
Colchester 
116 High Street, George Hotel  
TL 9974 2524 

 
There is some correspondence on file (24/02/84-11/05/84) between Nick Smith (CAT Assistant Director) and 
Kevin Neary Associates about upgrading of second and third floor bedrooms, conversion of manager’s flat 
(1st floor level) to bedrooms and internal alterations. But, whether or not this happened, CAT were obviously 
not involved. 

 
 
85/11b 
Colchester 
Castle Inn, 92 High Street 
TL 9990 2525 
Geoff Carter 
 

Watching brief on extension and internal works – human skeletons – robber trench of 
Temple Precinct wall – Roman wall foundation 
 
05/11/85 Site visited after a 1.8 x 1.75m trench (trench A) had been filled with concrete (for pier to support 
central ceiling joist) so no first hand observations were made. Workman informed me that 3-4 skeletons (3 
skulls + possible remains of 1 other) had been removed by the police on 02/11/85 apparently buried 
haphazardly on an east-west axis. Mark Davis (Colchester Museum Assistant Keeper) observed a robber 
trench as indicated on the diagram which he took to be the precinct wall [HB – of the Temple of Claudius]. 
He also noted the sand was very high up on the north side, although this may have been the rampart.  
BONES X423 
 
18/11/85  Trenches B,C,D, E had been dug to a depth of about 1m and showed in section about 40cm of 
modern disturbance with dark earth below this. At the east end of trench B there was an area of mortared 
wall foundation, composed of pieces of septaria and tile set in a pale brown 10YR 7/6 mortar with gravel 
aggregate.  This had two areas of flat mortar which appeared to be where tile or stones had become 
detached.  This was surrounded by dark loam with mortar rubble, septaria and tile suggestive of robber 
material ( - precinct wall). 
 
This dark earth around and above the mortar contained pottery of C18th (see X-series pot 398). The short 
section of wall exposed was probably a piece of unrobbed precinct wall (given its position), the rest of the 
width being robbed or surviving only at a lower level. 
 
Also noted in the bottom of TE were traces of red sandy material also seen in TF. This appeared to be 
related to a clay floor (medieval)  - see section 1.  This floor was burnt on the east side and had a thin 
occupation layer on the surface.  The burnt area to the east seemed to be a hearth.  The floor is sandwiched 
in the dark earth suggesting a medieval date. 
 
A section of Roman wall was observed in trench G (east-west).  This was composed of tile and set in opus 
signinum.  This was terminated, or more probably robbed, at its west end.  This wall is too far south to be 
part of the drains observed earlier to the west.  It could be either a wall or a drain. 
 
In Trench H the sand level (natural) appeared 80cm below existing ground level along the southern edge. 

 
X series finds list  Castle Inn, 95 High Street     85/11B 
398 18th century pot, mortar (from temple precinct wall), bone object construction trench in dark 

earth 
423 Human bones, 3-4 individuals post or late Roman/Saxon, probably not 

Norman 
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Fig 1
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Fig 2 
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Fig 3 
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            Fig 4 

 
 
 

 
86/1a 
Colchester  
12-13 High Street (National Westminster Bank) 
TL 99495 25650 
Geoff Carter 
 

Summary: Roman gravel street between Insulas 26 and 27 in its expected position, Roman 
wall and mortar floor of house on eastern edge of Insula 26 (with stripped tessellated 
pavement), medieval well. 
 
Watching brief on southern extension 
 
13/01/86  
Site visited  - excavation of foundation trenches for an extension to the NatWest Bank. There was a large 
medieval well on the western side of the site - internal diameter of 1.55m, with a stone lining 30cm thick.  
The stonework was mostly septaria faced on the inside and roughly coursed.  (There was no peg-tile in this 
well, only reused Roman tegula).  It was set in a pale brown mortar.  There were peg-tile fragments in the 
construction trench. 
   The north-south Roman street was clearly visible [HB – in the expected position. This is the Roman 
street dividing insula 26 to the west and 27 to the east].  Two phases could be  distinguished, the upper one 
had a concentration of crushed tile at the surface.  Above it was a very mixed silty loam deposit, representing 
a road silt.  Above this were dark earth type deposits.  There appeared to be an open drain running east-west 
across the road (section B). 
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The lower road surface also had an east-west feature cutting it in a similar position.  This is an odd 
phenomenon, it is possible they were water pipe trenches. 
 
    (Section A)  There was a mortared septaria & tile wall foundation west of the road, probably the frontage 
wall [of a Roman building on the eastern edge of Insula 26].  This was of a C2+ type and on its inside was a 
mortar floor. This was 5cm thick and yellow in colour, one feature was a thin band of white lime mortar on the 
surface of the floor, (possibly for tessellation or mosaic).  Above this were traces of very sandy mortar, 
possibly the remains of a later mortar floor laid on the original. This may account for the lime mortar.  The 
floors were cut by a construction trench for a brick vaulted cellar.  There was a large complex of [post-
medieval] cellars occupying most of the centre of the site. 
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86/5b 
Colchester 
43a East Stockwell Street 
TL 9963 2531 
Carl Crossan 

 
Watching brief on new build to replace existing property house at rear (west end) of plot - 
Roman foundation, post-medieval pits. Note - these are the only Roman foundations yet 
plotted in Insula 12 (though Hull 1 plots three Roman tessellated floors in the northern half 
of Insula 12, north of the line of St Helen’s Lane).  

 
Fig 1    Site location (red outline) 

 
Carl left rough site drawings, but no text apart from that on the drawings. Text here is by HB, based on Carl’s 
notes. 
 

The existing property shown as 43a East Stockwell Street now (2016) extends farther east (ie closer to the 
East Stockwell Street frontage). The 1986 watching brief was therefore on a rebuild of this property. 
 

The earlier site notes seem to be on the footings trenches at the western end and southern side of the plot 
(Fig 2). Here were large pits – Pit 1 (a huge pit in the eastern end of the southern wall footing), Pit 2 (in the 
extreme SW corner of the plot), Pits 3 and 4 (in sketch sx Fig 3). Slightly obscure on Fig 2 but clearer on Figs 
4 and 6 are the Roman wall lines defining a N-S and an E-W wall line of a Roman building. This is on the 
southern edge (frontage) of Insula 12 (and the only Roman wall plotted in Insula 12). 

 

                                                 
1
 Hull 1958, sites 25-27, page 104, and Plate XLI.  
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Fig 2   Observations at rear of plot (west end) 

 

 
Fig 3  Section of west side of footings trench of west wall of new build, showing pits 3 (left)  and 4 
(unlabelled right), position is shown on Fig 2 
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Fig 4   Roman wall line shown in what looks like the southern wall of the SE corner of the newbuild. This 
also shown in sx Fig 5 below. Finds from this area: X405 – various glazed sherds collected by workmen. 
X406 – half a brown glazed pot from Pit 1. X407 – pot with head. 

 

 
 
Fig 5 – this N-S sx across footing trench shows the E-W Roman foundation. Bottom of Roman 
foundation is 1.75m below modern ground, and its surviving top at 1.4m below modern ground. To 
judge by sketch, foundation is stone-in-mortar. It is cut by the southern edge of Pit 1. 
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Fig 6  This shows the N-S return of the E-W Roman wall seen earlier in the watching brief. Also note 
very large pit on line of the east wall of the new build.   

 
 

 
Fig 7   My estimation (blue lines) of the Roman walls seen by Carl. This is the only Roman structure 
plotted in Insula 12 (three tessellated floors are plotted by Hull). Apart from the Roman walls,  the 
only features are large post-medieval pits.  
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Comment on finds by HB 
This list is copied from the X series finds list 

 
86/5b 43a East Stockwell Street  
403 21/05/1986 Sherds (mortarium spout) found by digger driver, appears to be from Pit 2.  

21/05/1986 

404 21/05/1986 Sherds (grey-glazed stone-
ware) 

found by digger driver while cutting back elevated sec-
tion along S. edge of site.  From post-Roman topsoil 

405 22/05/1986 Assorted brown-glazed 
sherds, 2 pipe bowls (18th to 
early 19th century?) 

kept aside by workmen thought to be from thick layer of 
topsoil (see section drawing, 22/05/1986) beneath 
modern concrete slab)  

406 22/05/1986 Rim with ‘devilish’ face found by workman.  From same material as X405  

407 22/05/1986 S. half of a brown-glazed pot From large pit ([Pit 1 – HB])- see section drawing dated 
22/05/1986.  This is the only find to date actually wit-
nessed by CC (Others kept aside by workmen) 

 
The glazed nature of the pottery indicates a post-medieval date for the site contexts. The Roman mortarium 
from Pit 2 is, presumably, residual in a later feature. The ‘Devilish face’ is undoubtedly a German stoneware 
Bellarmine flask (now called Bartmann flask). 
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86/6a 
Colchester 
Museum Street 
TL 9980 2522 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Excavation prior to street resurfacing - Roman foundation; medieval barbican foundations - 
Dunbarr Gate?, street 

 
A summary of this site published in The Colchester Archaeologist 23 (2010), 4-7 

 
Stephen Benfield and Andrew Letch on site 
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Fig. 1 
 
 
The tops of several foundations were noted during resurfacing works in Museum Street. The work involved 
the removal of the existing road surface and adjacent footpath to a depth of c.1½ feet, and replacement by a 
single surface of brick set on sand and cement make-up.  The work was carried out in several stages; the 
road area being done first, followed by the pavement area, and finally the open area to the south of the Park 
Gates. With the exception of the latter area, the time available for excavation was lamentably short. It was 
only possible to uncover the foundations to a depth of a few inches; these proved to have been riddled by 
service trenches.  Slightly more time became available for the Roman foundation (see below) at the south-
west corner of the street.  A number of small trial trenches were dug during work in the open area south of 
the street, but these proved largely uninformative. During the work, some slight damage was caused to the 
tops of the foundations in places by the workmen; in general however the remains are intact below the brick 
surface. 
 
A massive north-south Roman foundation was discovered at the S end of the street running beneath 107 
High Street (Claydons) (Fig 1). The foundation was at least 2.75m wide and was traced for 2m. It was 
constructed of tile fragments set in a pinkish mortar, with whole tiles forming the faces.  There was a 
pronounced E face surviving approx 0.6m (8 courses) high, the upper course being only approx 0.3m below 
the modern ground level.  Initially it was thought that the north limit of the foundation marked another face as 
the edge of the tile was intact.  This however may have been fortuitous, and the lower courses were not 
apparently “in line”.  It is possible however that this was the beginning of a drain arch or similar feature. The 
eastern face appeared to be weathered in antiquity. 
 
The height of the foundation dropped fairly sharply by c. 0.7m from N to S (Fig 2 profile a.) and also less 
sharply from E to W (more correctly from approx NE to SW).  A W face was uncovered approx 2.1m W of the 
E face, again constructed of tile. This survived only 2 courses high, and the foundation continued westwards 
below this face (Fig 2 profile b.), although this was apparently surmounted by laid tiles, at least by the face. 
The face did not appear to be weathered in antiquity.  Whether this face represents a drain or an 
architectural feature was unclear, as was the extent to which the ‘foundation’ may have been above the 
Roman ground level.  The mortar in this part of the foundation was opus signinum.  Further west the mortar 
was lighter, with fewer tile inclusions. 
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Fig. 2 
 
The foundation was sealed by a thick layer of loose mortar rubble, mainly opus signinum fragments and tile.  
The northwest corner was cut by a ?pit (fill: graying brown sandy loam with gravels and mortar flecks).  The 
foundation, although by no means fully excavated and clarified, overlies the line of the east-west Roman 
street, suggesting “that either the precinct and the public building to the south were linked in some way to 
form in effect a single architectural unit or that something like a massive monumental gateway straddled the 
east-west street at the point where it reached the precinct.” (Crummy 1986). 
 
Further north was a rather bewildering series of foundations, much disturbed by services and post-medieval 
activity.  These were typically constructed of stone (septaria) and tile, usually reused Roman, set in a 
yellowish sandy mortar, and were presumably of medieval date.  A large foundation immediately to the north 
of 106 High Street (then ‘Farmers’) had a well-defined SE face, excavated 23 courses high, perhaps part of a 
?bridge across the bailey ditch, with clean brown sandy loam layer 0.2m+ thick, sealed by a thin lens of 
whitish mortar, immediately to the E of the face.  A small outlier, probably from the same foundation, was 
found to the SW, with a possible SW face, although the fragment was too small to be conclusive. 
 
Several further pieces of foundation were located to the west of the large fragment.  A rather neatly faced 
wall was found further W under the pavement.  This was orientated SW/NE and projected beyond the nearby 
house foundations, being traced for c. 2m.  The wall survived c. 0.45m high; 3-4 courses of stone (with some 
tile fragments); see photos 46-50.  The position of this face was somewhat at variance with the general 
position of surrounding fragments.  Perhaps it represents an addition to the main block of masonry, or the 
edge of a building or outbuilding.  A small lump of apparently solid masonry was found immediately NE, 
protruding beyond the line of the face. 
 
A large fragment of foundation was found under the eastern part of the street N of 106 High St. This possibly 
had traces of a N/NE face.  A large, narrow septaria block, c. 1m in length, was found to the east of this 
fragment.  This was probably an inserted kerb, of later date.  Several large lumps of foundation were found 
further W, notably under the pavement, and undoubtedly it was these that Hull, Laver and others had seen in 
the past, and which had been assumed to be Roman (Hull 1958, 171).  These lumps probably originally 
joined up, but due to disturbance by services it was not possible to ascertain this.  The northerly lump had a 
clearly defined eastern face, slightly curved, surviving 2-3 courses high, consisting of dressed septaria blocks 
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traced for c. 2.5m.  There were also traces of a western face, notable on the foundation fragment to the 
south, although it was not possible to be totally conclusive about this; it is conceivable that the edge resulted 
from a service trench. 
 
About 3m further north was the start of another series of less clearly defined stone and mortar fragments.  
The first was a probable east-west foundation, ?0.75m wide, traced for just under 1m extending beneath 
house foundations.  A possible south face, including greensand blocks as well as septaria and tile, was noted 
by the eastern edge.  This fragment of foundation was however rather loose and sandy, especially the 
western half, and simply rubble/demolition debris.  A patch of almost definite loose rubble was noted a short 
distance to the north.  Slightly further north a more solid foundation was uncovered surrounded by more 
‘rubble’.  The foundation measured 0.8m x 0.3m, and had a fairly clearly defined eastern face.  This face, 
together with a patchy sand and gravel ?surface to the east were burnt.  The sand and gravel layer was very 
thin and appeared to seal more stone and mortar rubble.  It was impossible to ascertain if this was only a 
small hearth or was part of a fire or of destruction/demolition. 
 
A much more solid lump of ‘masonry’ was uncovered x. 2m further north.  This was up to 1.2m north-south 
and c. 0.8m east-west, and was constructed  of reused Roman building materials, with whitish Roman mortar 
attached, set in a yellowish mortar with shell inclusions.  There were a number of well-defined faces to the 
north and east, suggesting the edge of a building - perhaps including jambs for a gate/door.  The edge of an 
east face of septaria blocks was revealed immediately below the house foundations, probably part of the 
main foundation.  The latter had a north face of tile and septaria (3 tile courses and 1 large septaria block 
were revealed - photo 64).  It was not clear whether the eastern end of this face was disturbed, or whether 
an indented corner was originally intended here.  The main eastern face also consisted of 4 courses of tile 
and septaria, while the north face of a projection eastwards consisted of 3+4 courses of tile (see sketch). 
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Fig. 3 
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Fig. 4 
 
A further small strip of foundation was uncovered c. 1.2m further north, measuring c. 0.2m x 0.8m, with a flat 
upper mortared surface sealing the septaria and mortar foundation. 
 
These fragments of foundation appear to represent an irregularly shaped passage, perhaps incorporating a 
bridge abutment, which either led up to or included at the north end, the so-called ‘Dunbarr Gate’ which 
formed the entrance into the southwest corner of the castle bailey. 
 
No further mortared foundations were noted to the north from surface indications.  A number of trial trenches 
were dug (trenches a-o, see fig. 1), usually c. 1m deep, to clarify the medieval remains, if any, in this area.  It 
was not intended, nor was it practicable, to examine any Roman remains in this area. 
 
The initial clearance of this area by workmen revealed a dark grayish brown layer of dump/topsoil, except in 
the northwest part of the area, where a layer of brick and gravel make-up c. 0.4m thick was revealed.  The 
dump/topsoil was observed to seal irregular gravel and rubble surfaces in trenches a, b, d, f, g, j, k, l, m and 
n (Fig 1).  In trench a, a gravel surface was sealed by c. 0.25m of dump/topsoil (see photo 67 and general 
site plan).  The gravel surface appeared to end in the western side, but this may have been due to 
disturbance (approximate level of surface 25.7m aod) 
 
A similar surface was revealed in trench b; the western edge here was almost certainly disturbed by services.  
3 layers of gravel were noted in trench b, the earlier surfaces including brick fragments and some mortar 
fragments, 2 or 3 surfaces were represented.  Trenches c and 3 were much disturbed and were dug through 
the dump/topsoil for c. 0.5m and then left.  Trench d was dug down to the gravel and brick surface, reached 
at a depth of 0.75m below modern ground level.  A large number of clay pipe fragments were recovered 
immediately above this surface. 
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A rather irregular rubble surface was reached in trench f at a depth of 0.85m below modern ground surface; 
there was a layer of dark grayish brown topsoil (dark earth) 0.4m+ below the surface.  A similar surface was 
noted in trench g, again with a large number of clay pipe fragments being recovered immediately above it 
(Fig 3). 
 
No surface was discovered in trenches h and I, dug 1m and 0.75m deep respectively, with a fine brown 
sandy loam being noted below the dump/topsoil at a depth of c. 0.75m in height.  Remains of surfaces were 
however noted in trenches j, k, l, m and n.  in trenches j and k, the gravel and brick surface was observed to 
seal a ?make-up layer of mortar fragments (Fig 3).  These sealed ‘dark earth’.  The brick and tile surface was 
uncovered in trenches l and m, while in trench n two separate surfaces were noted (Fig 3).  Trench o was 
dug to a depth of 1.3m, and below c. 0.6m of dump/topsoil revealed a fine brown sandy loam fill, with no 
trace of any surface.  This was probably a post-medieval pit. 

 

 
 Photo 46: rear of 107 High Street, view southwest 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Photo 48: rear of 107 High Street, view north 
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 Photo 49: rear of 107 High Street, view north 

 
 
 

 
 

 Photo 50: rear of 107 High Street 
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Photo 64 

 
 

 

 
 

 Photo 69: view southwest 
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X series finds list     86/6a   Colchester, Museum Street EXC 
408 post-medieval Pot, bone, clay-pipe  Museum Street general clearance over 

?medieval wall 
409 Pot, bone post-Roman Museum Street clearance over ?Roman 

(Forum) wall 
411 Pot, bone, Fe, glass, clay-pipe, Ae pins post-

medieval 
Museum Street clearance by Park Gates 

412 Mortar sample  Mortar samples.  Museum Street.  Medieval 
wall 

413 Mortar sample PROVISIONAL DATE: Roman Mortar samples.  Museum Street.  Roman 
wall 

414 Bone, pot, Ae pins and fragments PROVI-
SIONAL DATE: post-medieval 

Museum Street.  Pit?; between Park Gates 
and barbers shop.  Trench O 

 
There is no entry 410 here – different site 

 

 
86/6b 
Colchester 
133-6 High Street, Angel yard (rear of Angel Court) 
TL 9962 2525 
D Shimmin and G Carter 

 
This is the Angel yard excavation, fully published:  
 
D Shimmin and G Carter, ‘Excavations at Angel yard, High Street, Colchester, 1986 and 1989’, 
Essex Archaeology & History, 27 (1996), 35-83 

 
 

 

86/10a 
Colchester 
12-15, 18, 20 Pelhams Lane (north side of Trinity Square). 
Geoff Carter 
TL 9962 2566 

 
Watching brief – post-medieval bricks and Roman features 
 
The demolished buildings had extensive cellars covering the whole of the area except for the 
extreme south west corner. Those cellars were dug more than 1m into the natural sand and 
constructed of yellow stock bricks. A small strip in the southwest corner measuring c 1.5m (east-
west) by 3.5m (north-south) was inaccessible due to underpinning work but it appeared to be dark 
earth deposits sealing military and Flavian deposits. Four cut features seen in section. 
 
The plan shows only 3 features and parts of a cellar seen cutting into natural. 
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Fig. 1 
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Fig. 2 
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86/11b 
Colchester  
Balkerne Gardens (lift pit) 
TL 9936 2525 
Donald Shimmin   

 
Watching brief - Roman gravelled surface and Boudiccan deposits 
Observation of a workman’s trench at Balkerne Gardens revealed a series of Roman deposits.  The trench 
had been dug, prior to the installation of a lift shaft, at the rear of one of the blocks of the Balkerne Gardens 
Trust old people’s house (Fig 1).  We were informed only on completion of the trench, following the 
accumulation of a large quantity of loose pottery sherds etc. 
 
The trench measured c. 2.2m north-south by c. 2.35m east-west, and was c. 1.7m deep, reaching natural 
sand over most of the trench.  The south and east section faces had been obliterated by modern 
foundations.  The north section had also been partly disturbed.  However, the west section face was well-
preserved; the Roman deposits were sketched (Fig 2) 
 
A series of largely pre-Boudican layers were observed, although there were no clear-cut structural evidence.  
A series of sand dump levels, of military or early colonial date, was sealed by a thin gravel surface - perhaps 
a ‘yard’ surface rather than a street.  This was sealed by a thin layer of sandy clay loam dump, the upper 
surface of which had been burnt, almost certainly in AD60/1.  Several pieces of charcoal were found in this 
burnt surface, which was in turn sealed by a layer of ‘Boudican’ destruction debris, c. 0.4m thick.  The pre-
Boudican deposits were cut by the edge of a Roman pit, although it could not be established where this was 
cut from (i.e. above or below the AD 60/1 horizon).  It was ?probably post-Boudican and it is likely many of 
the finds came from here. 
 
The upper part of the section was more disturbed, consisting of a mixed topsoil layer; the later Roman 
deposits having been destroyed.  A number of ?Roman mortar fragments towards the south end of the 
section may indicate the position of a ?robbed foundation. 
 
It was possible to trace the Boudican and pre-Boudican layers round onto the north section in places at the 
same general level, although again there were no traces of structural remains. 

 

 
Fig 1 
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Fig 2 

 
 

 
                               Fig 3 

Balkerne Gardens, soil descriptions for sketch section (Fig. 2) 
 
  Phase Interpretation 

1 Modern concrete   

2 Rubble Modern Make-up 

3 Greyish-brown sandy loam Post-Roman Topsoil 

4 Greyish-brown sandy loam with yellow 
mortar fragments 

Post-Roman ? Robbing 

5 Brown sandy loam; occasional burnt Roman Dump 
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daub fragments 

6 Reddish-brown sandy clay loam; burnt 
daub fragments 

Boudican Destruction debris 

7 Crushed charcoal fragments Boudican Burnt surface 

8 Light brown sandy clay loam ? early colonial 
Roman 

Make-up 

9 Medium gravels in orange sand ?Military Roman Gravelled surface 

10 Greyish-brown sandy clay loam Roman Pit fill 

11 Mixed light grayish brown sandy loam; 
charcoal flecks 

?Military Roman Make-up 

12 Yellow sand ?Military Roman Make-up 

13 Grey L Sa; some charcoal flecks ?Military Roman Make-up 

14 Greyish-brown sandy clay loam Roman Pit fill 

15 Brown sandy loam Roman Dump 

 
 
X series finds: X416 

 
416 07/11/1986 

 
Balkerne Gardens WB 
86/11B 

Bone, pot, largely Roman. tile, Fe, 
some slate 

General u/s 
finds 

 
 
87/1b 
Colchester 
North wing of Old Library, Culver Street 
TL 9952 2513 
January, February and March 1987 
Donald Shimmin 

 
Watching brief  - negative 
Repeated visits to the site during the demolition of the north wing of the Old Library on the corner 
of Shewell Road and Culver Street, and during subsequent groundwork on the site, failed to reveal 
archaeological deposits of any significance.  The area between the Old Library and Culver Street 
was almost totally destroyed by 19th-20th century cellars - presumably associated with Mumford’s 
iron foundry. 
 
Work to the east of this are revealed thick deposits of ‘dark earth’. 

 
The Old Library is the building now occupied by Superdry, and, to judge by OS, the extension site is now 
occupied by the newly-built Ernest Jones. 

 

 
87/2a 
Colchester 
120 High Street (cellar) 
TL 9971 2523 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Watching brief during shop refit - ?post-medieval cellar 
During refitting work inside a fast-food shop, 120 High Street (now a waffle shop between Spar and 
Ladbrokes) the opportunity arose to examine the cellar.  A rudimentary sketch plan (see Fig 1) was made 
and several photographs taken during a brief visit.  Access was through a trap-door from ground floor level c. 
9m back from the High Street frontage. 
    The cellar was reached along a narrow passage, which opened out into a squarish room c. 4.5m x 4.75m 
wide.  At the south end of the room were a set of very narrow brick steps up to the High Street - perhaps a 
barrel chute, with a brick arch.  In the southwest corner of the room there was a smaller ‘smooth’ chute - 
perhaps for coal.  The main feature in the cellar was a number of large roof timbers supporting the ground 
floor.  The main north-south beam ran centrally down the middle of the room 2.3m high, and was c. 0.4m 
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square.  Two smaller east-west beams, of apparently similar data, were located in the northwest corner of 
the room, with their eastern ends supported by the central beam. 
    An upright timber pillar was noted in the southeast corner of the room, and clearly was of some antiquity.  
Much of the walling of the cellar was masked by concrete rendering.  The eastern wall was of recent brick, 
with older (C17th?) brick work visible in the southeast corner, by the pillar. At the southern end of the west 
wall, just below ‘roof’ (i.e. ground floor) level, there was a small section of exposed rubble walling c. 1m 
square.  This was of stone-and-mortar construction, roughly faced; no brick or tile fragments were observed.  
A length of rather decayed timber beam, 1.5m long, rested, or was set into, the top of this stretch of wall. 
    It is clear from the RCHM account that the cellar originally was twice the size, extending eastwards under 
No. 119 High Street.  This was blocked off by the modern brick wall.  Perhaps the timber ‘pillar’ supported the 
original central north-south beam, with the large ‘central’ beam discussed above dividing the two western 
bays.  The condition of this beam suggest it may be secondary.  The RCHM suggests the cellar is “probably 
medieval” with a c. C17th superstructure with some C16th paneling.  Whether the cellar is truly medieval, or 
of C16th or later date is open to question, in view of the similarity of the rubble wall to early post-medieval 
examples at Angel Yard. 

 
     Fig 1 sketch of cellar 
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87/3a 
Colchester 
2 Eld Lane 
TL 9965 25015 
Geoff Carter 

 
Watching brief - negative 
‘Refurbishment’ of the shop involved underpinning the west gable end wall (soft red brick). The trench for this 
had been concreted (early) at the time of the visit.  Workmen said little of interest was seen and upcast 
mainly dark earth and brick rubble. 
 
Refurbishment also involved the removal of a post-medieval stud wall with ‘unsawn upright studs and no 
braces on the east side and the removal of the timber frame shop front’ which appears  c. C19th? in date 
with a lath and plaster finish.  (Asymmetrical /geometrical pargetting 1960s? on shop front). The upper inside 
face of the town wall is visible in the back of the shop. Mr M. Davies at the museum was contacted 
concerning its relationship to the proposed concrete slab floor. 

 
 

 
87/4a 
Colchester  
1 Middleborough (rear of) 
TL 9942 2551 
Geoff Carter, Carl Crossan 
Museum accession code: 1987.19 

 
Evaluation prior to proposed redevelopment - Roman town wall 
 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 1), from which the following 
summary text is taken:  
 

87/4a rear of no 1 Middleborough 
In 1987, three small trenches were dug at the request of the landowner Mr F Clater at the rear of no 1 
Middleborough, to determine the position of the Roman town wall.  
 
Trench A revealed the core of the wall immediately below the tarmac surface at the base of the 
upstanding wall. The tarmac surface starts to fall away about 1 m from the core of the wall to a depth 
of 0.8 m where the wall face was encountered. This consisted of a course of four tiles, and below this 
two courses of dressed squared septaria were exposed (this being the limit of the excavation at 1.2 
m). This face was unrobbed though weathered and set in pink opus signinum mortar. The face started 
0.8 m below the modern surface. The trench started to show signs of stratigraphy at a depth of 0.9 m, 
with the dark silty clay loam being replaced by a silty clay, possibly indicating some activity other than 
simple build-up of dark earth.  
 
Trench B was dug to a depth of 0.5 m without encountering any wall, apart from large amounts of 
debris derived from the wall.  
 
Trench C revealed the top of the core. The north side of the wall dropped steeply away, suggesting 
robbing. The exact position of the face was not defined. The most northerly exposed masonry was 
north of the probable line of the north face of the wall (assuming it to be about 2.6m wide), and 
therefore was presumably part of the foundation. 
 
Fieldwork: G Carter. Report: C Crossan. 
Archival photographs: Miscellaneous sites 4, 69-81. 
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Fig 1   
87/4a plan (also 89/5a) 
 

Archival photos are given below: 
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Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 

 
 
87/4b 
Colchester 
19 St Peter’s Street (Renee Roberts Garage)  
TL 9956 2552 
Geoff Carter 

 
Watching brief - Roman town wall exposed r/o of recently-demolished garage 
 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 1), from which the following 

summary is taken:  
 

87/4b Claudius Court (formerly Rennie Roberts’ Garage) (fig 4) 
Three trenches (Trenches 1-3) were dug by machine against the south boundary of the site 
to determine the exact location of the town wall, which at that time was buried. The core of 
the wall was exposed in three places, with no clear trace being noted of the face. The new 
housing development was designed so that the wall would be exposed and not affected 
directly by the building works. Subsequently the exposed part of the wall was recorded (see 
00/5h). 
 
Fieldwork: G Carter. 

 
Note: this project is on the same piece of town wall as 87/10c, and 00/5h (see these) 
 
The following text is taken from the original site notes: 
 
At the rear of the garage a section of the town wall was uncovered, having been faced with breeze block 
covered in concrete as it was used as a base for oil tanks.  This was to the west of one of the garage 
buildings ‘A’ where no trace of the wall can be seen (see diagram). 
 
‘A’ new part of garage which has destroyed wall ‘C’ marked on aerial survey 1967.  Wall ‘D’ located behind 
original building ‘B’ with masonry known to exist beyond this (to the west) as seen in the trench at ground 
level just west of the upstanding wall ‘D’. 
 
NOTE: position of building ‘A’ was put on by eye and is not very accurate with respect to its northern side. 
 
06/05/87.  Following complete demolition of the western building the area to the west of ‘D’ (designated ‘E’) 
was investigated.  The wall core was exposed in two trenches at either end of this stretch of the wall.  At the 
south side only a slight trace of the face (tile in pink opus signinum) could be seen in the western trench.  
The face of the wall was obscured by a wall foundation butting against it (see diagram). 
 
NB: proposed site excavation is 1.5m below pavement level. 
 
07/05/87.  Revisited site to see inspection holes dug along the face of the wall.  Too shallow, machine to be 
used (07/05/87).  Also heavily waterlogged. 
 
07/05/87 pm.  Machine trench exposed side of the concrete wall and seemed to show that this was build on 
the wall (Roman) foundation and the at the wall was ‘in situ’ below the footing of the modern building. 
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Fig 1 

 

 
Fig 2 
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Fig 3 

 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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87/5a 
Colchester 
Ryegate Road, Methodist Church  
TL 99814 25275 
Carl Crossan 

 
Two test pits dug as shown on plan above.  
Summary: East hole – two parallel walls at 2.2m below ground may be vaulted drain recorded in 
1960s. North hole – Opus signinum floor at 1.4m below ground. This is interesting because it is 
within the Temple Precinct (Insula 22).  
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Plan and section of East test pit. At 2.2m below modern ground are two parallel Kentish-Rag-in-mortar 
walls, 600mm apart. Carl’s note reads “Is this the vaulted sewer record in the 1960s?”. Sealed by a layer of 
sandy loam L4 which produced a Roman pot handle (X425), and might be a Roman context. Above this (i.e., 
L3, L2) probably much later and affected by Church building in 1960s.  
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Plan and section of North test pit: opus signinum floor at 1.4m deep. Over the floor is dark brown 
material which sounds post-medieval. The floor is cut on its west edge by a pit 0.5m deep to limit of 
excavation, which Carl describes (I’m sure correctly) as the eastern side of the Castle Bailey ditch, as 
revealed by Ros Dunnett’s 1965 excavation site. Why is there an opus signinum floor here - within the 
temple precinct? 

 
X series finds  
425 18/05/1987 Roman pot 

handle 
Found by workman 
Trench A, L4. 
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87/5c 
Colchester 
44-52 Head Street (now Debenhams and H&M) 
TL 99427 25082 
Carl Crossan 

 
Threat: façade to be demolished. 
Engineers elevation drawings checked for accuracy. Additional structural details made. Spot checks on 
dimensions in elevations: 
Floor  Drawing indicates 

dimensions to be 
Checks and notes 

First floor Windows: C, D, E, F, G: 
Width 

1050mm 1050mm (C and D checked) 

 Windows: C, D, E, F, G: 
Height 

2450mm c. 2440mm (C used. Vertical measurement partly 
obstructed by scaffolding. 32x2 inch brick heights) 

 Windows: A, B: Width 1050mm 1050mm (B checked) 

 Windows: A, B: Height 2037mm c. 2020mm (B checked. Vertical measurement 
partly obstructed. 26.5x3 inch brick heights 

Second 
floor 

Windows: A-G: Width 1050mm None – second floor inaccessible 

 Windows: A-G: Height 1200mm None – second floor inaccessible 

 Width of brickwork between 
first floor windows C and D 

1150mm 1160mm 

Elevation drawing appears to be accurate where checked. 
 
Brickwork (Fig 2) 
Red brick, 230x63hx100w (9”x2.5”x4”). Mainly Flemish bond (alternate headers and stretchers in the same 
course) with some variation (e.g. double headers) to achieve correct dimension between window openings. 
 
Window Openings (Fig 2) 
Window ledges 
A grey/buff stone (sandstone?), 1180mm (46.5”) wide, 100mm (4”) high at front, 160mm (6.25”) deep to front 
face of window frame. 
Side elevation and horizontal section of window opening. 
 
Doorway: 
Doorway of white painted moulded red brick. Early twentieth century.  
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Fig 1: Head Street elevation  

 
Fig 2: detail of brickwork and doorway 
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Photo 1: First floor, centre window opening above doorway.  
(Architect’s detailed photo to show deterioration of front elevation) 
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Photo 2: Architect’s detailed photo to show deterioration of front elevation (top), and internal view showing 
extent of decay and embedded bonding timbers. 
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Photo 3: Architect’s detailed photo of rear elevation 
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Photo 4: Architect’s detailed photo of Head Street façade 
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Photo 5: Architect’s detailed photo of Head Street facade 
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Photo 6: Architect’s detailed photo to show extent of decay and embedded bonding timbers 
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Photo 7: Architect’s detailed photo to show extent of decay and embedded bonding timbers 
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87/6c   
Colchester 
36 East Stockwell Street (rear of) 
TL 99644 25390 
Geoff Carter 

 
No records now survive of this excavation (presumably unfunded) which recovered a  Roman 
barrack block foundation, and intervallum road, a later Roman building, Roman coins and pottery. 

 
Correspondence 
 
Dear Mr Pettitt, Dear Mr Gillam,  
   36 East Stockwell Street 
 I should like to take this opportunity to thank you and your groundwork contractors for your 
cooperation in allowing us to carry out a swift archaeological investigation of your site at East 
Stockwell Street. 
 This site is of particular interest since it lies inside the north east corner of the Roman 
fortress constructed after the invasion of AD 43. This fortress (the earliest of its kind in Britain) is 
known from documentary sources to have housed the twentieth legion until AD 49, when they were 
moved west to fight the Welsh tribes. After the departure of the legion Colchester developed into a 
major provincial town and remained so for the following four centuries until the collapse of Roman 
rule in Britain. 
 It is only within the last twenty years that evidence has come to light to show that the site of 
this fortress is in Colchester. Most of the evidence has come from the area south of the High Street 
where the large-scale excavations in advance of the Lion Walk and Culver precincts revealed part of 
the eastern defences and offices’ quarters. I am pleased to report that the last few days work has 
now allowed us to identify and accurately record a barrack block foundation together with a short 
stretch of the intervallum road (the continuous road immediately behind the fortress rampart), and 
produced evidence of a later Roman building.  
 Also recovered was a small quantity of dating evidence in the form of various early pottery 
fragments and two Roman coins which have yet to be accurately identified. I shall write separately to 
Sanderson and Co. on the question of ownership of these finds.  
 Again your assistance in providing access and a mechanical digger for the site is much 
appreciated. 
 Yours sincerely  Carl Crossan   Assistant Director  25

th
 June 1987 

 
From Howard: these finds are not on the CAD town tile, and need to be added. Looking at the current street 
layout, there must have been a big backyard extending farther north than the frontage property, otherwise it 
wouldn’t have reach the position of the intervallum road south of the fortress rampart. Really need to see site 
record, which is lost.  
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87/9a  
Colchester 
Red Lion Hotel, 43 High Street  
TL 9968 2520 
Donald Shimmin 

 
Watching brief - negative 
In preparation for alterations, two small trial holes (each approximately 0.5m square and 1m deep) dug by 
the contractors/architects both revealed thick (approximately 0.3m), modern concrete floors resting on brick 
and mortar rubble. The bricks in trial hole B may, according to the contractors, have formed part of an east-
west wall, turning northwards at the east end, but this was unlikely.  In THA, the rubble sealed approximately 
0.3m (+) of mixed topsoil/dump, while in B there was a somewhat cleaner ?topsoil layer (10YR4/3 SL) 
approximately 0.3m deep; both deposits extended below the level of the bottom of the holes. Roman levels 
were clearly much deeper, but will probably be reached during alteration work in ?1988; notably in the area 
of the new staircase by trial hole B. 
 
See also site 88/3b, which is the continuation of this project. 

 
Fig 1 

 

 
 
Fig 2 section A:  
(1) Post-Roman dark topsoil 
(2) Mixed dark brown sandy loam with high content of burnt daub. Roman. 
(3) Tile and burnt daub layer 0.15m thick. 
(4) Pale brown clay with occasional small tile fragment, 0.1m thick. 
(5) Opus signinum on layer of small tile fragments (6). ).1m to 0.2m thick 
(6) Mainly small tile fragments and mid brown / reddish brown burnt clay. Up to 0.1m thick. 
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(7) Large opus-signinum-covered tile. 
(8) Very mixed, mainly mid-brown loamy sand with patches and flecks of silty sand, clay, charcoal, and 
occasional burnt daub.   
 
X Series finds 
430 Sherds Roman Collection of  US sherds found by workmen during machining 
431 Sherds Roman Found in spoil heap by Dennis Tripp 
432 Sherds Roman Found in loose near S. E. corner by D. Tripp 

 

 
 

 
87/10b 
Colchester 
Nunns Road, NCP car park 
TL 99470 25300 
Carl Crossan, Steve Benfield 
 

Roman walls and floors observed in stanchion holes for the southern extension to the 
multi-storey car park rear of Williams & Griffin / Fenwick. 
 

This watching brief was carried out on stanchion holes cut for the extension to the NCP Car Park 
rear of Williams & Griffin (now Fenwick). Unusually, the earlier car park was the larger northern part 
of the NCP Car Park, and the extension was the southern part, nearer to the department store. It 
nowhere says in the paper record here at CAT that this site is directly over the site excavated by 
Ros Dunnett in 1965 (Dunnett 1968). Perhaps I am the only one not to have realized this. But, it 
would have been helpful to know that.  
 
It is now clear in retrospect that what was seen by Carl and Don and Steve in 1987 were fragments 
of buildings previously seen in 1965. It should be noted that it is, in fact, very difficult to get a 
precise match between the 1965 observation and the CAD town tile at CAT. One has to decide 
what to line up on, and I have positioned Dunnett’s walls in relation to the best fit between her 
street grid and the CAD tile street grid. It is not by any means a perfect match.  
 
Also, Philip Crummy has expressed doubts about Dunnett’s published plan of the building she saw. 
Whatever the outcome of that, the 1987 watching briefs recorded wall lines, robber trenches and 
floors of what are presumably town houses on the northern side of Insula 18. A problem to be 
resolved is that one of the two patches of street gravel seen in 1987 by Don does not fit the CAT 
tile street grid, which looks too far north. Also, his observed position of Boudiccan debris in the lift 
shaft pit appear to be under the street.  
 
Reference: Dunnett BRK, 1967, ‘Excavations in North Hill, Colchester, 1965’, in Archaeological 
Journal, 123 (1966) 27-61. 
 
X series finds 
426 Pot Roman (probably pre-Boudiccan) Nunn’s Road car park.  Lift shaft area 
427 Flagon neck  Roman U/s, from massive trench for lift shaft.  Found by workmen 
428 Bottom of amphora Roman U/s, from massive trench for lift shaft.  Found by workmen 
429 Mortaria rim  c. 1st century Found by contractor.  Probably from lift shaft trench.  U/s 
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87/10c  
Colchester 
Northgate Street (now Claudius Court) 
TL 99560 25529 
C Crossan 

See a previous project on the north side of the Roman town wall on the same plot (87/4b).  
 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 1), from which the 
following summary is taken: 
 

87/10c Claudius Court (formerly Rennie Roberts’ Garage) (Fig 4) 
Four trenches were dug in the north pavement of Northgate Street to establish the position and depth 
of the south face of the town wall. The face was found in all the trenches and proved to be well-
preserved a short distance below the surface of the footpath. The depths of the highest surviving parts 
of the wall are as follows: Trench A: 0.29 m; Trench B: 0.89 m; Trench C: 0.80m; and Trench D: 0.20m. 
 
Fieldwork: C Crossan. 
Archival photographs: Miscellaneous sites 4, 161-4. 

 
 

 
Photos, all of Trench D, are Miscellaneous Sites Vol 4, nos 161-4. 
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CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 55 

 
Fig 1  87/10c site plan 
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Trench D looking NW and N (Photos by Dennis Gamble) 

 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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87/11a 
Colchester 
34-39 Eld Lane, Lady D’Arcy Almshouses 
TL 99660 25029 
Carl Crossan 

 
Watching Brief on extensions to rear and west end of building - negative 

 
26-11-87 Trench A under excavation. Nothing in top 1m. Usual dk soil with occasional oyster. 

Trench B.  Pipe trench, 1.2m deep (from paving outside toilets).  Black topsoil, no 
significant features. 

30-11-87, 
02-12-87 

No further progress 

04-12-87 Inspection pit 2m x 1.5m x 1.3m deep (‘C’ on sketch plan) 
 

Negative, stratigraphy noted. 

 
X series finds 

436 Sherds: post-Roman Found by workmen.  Apparently from black topsoil in Trench A 
437 post-med stoneware jar Found by workmen in area of inspection pit (Trench C)  
438 post-med stoneware jar “ 
439 post-med stoneware jar “ 
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87/12b   
Colchester 
West Stockwell Street, Town Hall Subway 
TL 9960 2523 
Carl Crossan 

 
Summary: deep excavation for subway - large lumps of Roman masonry grubbed up during 
construction of town hall. 
 

Note from Howard: I presume this is the subway between Town Hall and Council Offices in Angel Court? 

 
Fig 1 

 
30/11/87 
Undermining east side of Town Hall basement. Natural sand at depth of c 2.2 m from W. Stockwell Street. 
Underpinning is taking place from inside the Town Hall. Basement has removed all archaeological deposits: 
extends to depth of 4m from street level, ie, well into natural.  
 
Seek sketch for these numbered observations: 

(1) Basement or orangey-red brick, 8” x 3.75” x 2.25”, possibly reused. Cut by town hall basement walls 
(cont. below). 
 
(2) Large lump of Roman masonry (c. 0.5 cubic metre). From top of trench appears to be at least 4 
courses of tile with thick (c. 30mm) mortar bonds, lying in loose at bottom of trench. According to work-
men came from upper 1.5m of trench, c. 2m out from town hall wall. Approximately dimensions of lump 
0.8m long x 0.5 wide x 0.3 m high. (See below). 
 
Continued: further clearance reveals 3 distinct types of brick,  

A: as above, many in fragments and almost certainly reused. 
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B: a dark-red (almost plum coloured) brick, 4”w x 2”h. Length unknown, longest fragment is at least 
7”. 
C: orange brick, 2.125” high, length and width not known 

 
 
Cont’d. This block sketched here lifted out by crane (?). 

 
Bottom resting on sand bonded to small stones – yard on gravel footing? 

 
15/12/87: 

A second lump of Roman masonry about 2/3rds size of 2. Same construction as 2. One good face, oth-
ers ragged. 

 
Appears to be a corner section 
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15/12/87: 
Nothing new – working in basement of Town Hall 
Town Hall: Cellar wall, cut by drain trench 1.2m deep. Red brick 2” thick by 3.5” wide. Length not evident.  

 
 
X Series find 
 
443 Coin, Roman 11/12/1987  Town Hall Subway, West Stockwell Street.  U/s.  In loose at south side of trench 

 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 61 

88/1b 
Colchester 
Headgate, junction Sir Isaac’s Walk/Head Street 
TL 9941 2500 
Donald Shimmin 
 

Watching brief: East side of Roman gate (Headgate), Roman street surface  
Even though strictly too late to be included, this site was published in CAR 6, page 396.  
However, I couldn’t miss the opportunity to put in a few photos.  
x series find 450  Roman sherd. US from trench 
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88/1c 
Colchester 
Hippodrome, High Street 
TL 9941 2500 
Carl Crossan, Steve Benfield, H Brooks 
November 1987 - February 1988 
 
A number of trenches approximately 1.8m deep x 1m wide were watched during 
works at the Hippodrome: Deep post-medieval soils over a Roman structure whose 
highest surviving level is 1.25 metres below street level (E Stockwell Street). 2 
Structure has at least 6 rooms, and floors of mortar and opus signinum. Burning in 
one trench may be Boudiccan. Finds include samian stamp ‘BORIUS’. 

                                                 
2 Comments in italics are by HB. 
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Plan (blue outline by HB) of the Roman structure partially revealed in this watching brief. Black 

outline is the Hippodrome and modern walls. 

 
General plan of trenches under stage at Hippodrome 
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Interpretative plan with major features picked out, particularly the Roman house whose walls are 
shown black infill in TA, B, D, J, E.  

 
Trench A – [North south] Roman wall foundation 0.6m wide x 0.8m deep. Top of wall is 1.1m below basement 
floor level, which is in turn 1.25m below street level. Sealed by a thick layer of mid brown dumped material. Cuts 
very mixed, deposits varying from mid brown silty loam to dark brown oyster-rich sandy loam. Foundation is 
mainly large and medium pebbles with some septaria frags. Sealed by mixed brown sandy loam/light silty loam 
dumped material.  

 
Trench B - White plaster floor, 0.1m thick. Stratigraphically the same as [the Roman wall] foundation ‘A’. Top 
1.1m from surface. [I think this is a Roman floor level at 1.1m below site level]. 

 
Trench C - Pit 3m deep, seems to be cut from surface (ie, level of concrete floor below stage) [In which case, 
very post-medieval]. Fill very mixed. Trench otherwise 2m deep. Pitted.

3
 No structural features 

4
.  

 
Trench D - Large pit (post-Roman: peg-tile in fill) in E half of trench. Otherwise, a succession of mid/dark brown 
deep layers. 
 
Trench E – (1) Post-Roman cellar wall 0.15-0.2m wide, sealed by concrete beneath stage. Mainly tile with some 
septaria frags. Not accessible from inspection but seems to include thin post-Roman tile. Runs north to south but 
not present in opposite side of section due to disturbance. Bottom of feature is 1.2m below reduced sub-stage 
level.  
 (2) Wall foundation almost certainly Roman, east to west orientated, 0.5m wide. Mainly medium sized (50-
80mm) pebbles in soft sandy mortar. Possibly sealed by concrete.  

 
Trench E 
 

                                                 
3 Which means heavily cut/disturbed by post—medieval pits. 
4
 Ie, no walls. 
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Trench F - Mortar in section and loam approximately 0.2m thick. Brown stony mortar, cut by [post-Roman and 
probably post-medieval] pits. 

 
Trench F plan 
 
Trench G/H - Nothing mainly very dark loamy material in section - pitted 
 
Trench J – [A right-angle of two Roman walls, which is a] Continuation of [Roman] foundation in trench E. Upper 
1.5m of west side of trench is pitted. [Wall foundation] consists of medium, small pebbles and gravel in light 
brown mortar. Construction appears continuous [ie, around the right-angle]. [There is no sign of this] wall in next 
trench [D] to the west (though much is obscured by pits). Part of the Roman structure seen in TA, B, D, E.   

 
Trench J plan 
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Trench J south section: stratigraphy – post-medieval pits over (1) dark brown sandy loam, occasional small 
oyster fragment. Probably a Roman dump layer

5
. (2) as 1, but very thin mortar streaks – remnants of a floor? (3) 

light brown silty loam. (4) Red-black burnt deposit – Boudiccan? Continuous in this trench, but not seen in 
others. (5) sand, slightly dirty, merging to clean natural. The foundation is the Roman wall.  

 
Trench K  
Opus signinum

6
 floor at 0.65m from floor level. 70mm thick. Relationships not clear 0 poor lighting inside 

building. Seems to lie on make-up. Sealed by dark material. 
 

 
Trench K plan 
 
Trench L.  
0.7m wide, 0.95m deep. Almost entirely dark brown sandy loam with light scatter of mortar & oyster flecks. At 
southern end 0.2m wide [post-medieval] basement wall of mortared peg-tile and septaria. 1.3m wide (internal) 
length, at least 1.5m but no more than 3.5m (in north section of J but not south section). Basement fill contains a 
mixture of clay pipes, possible late 18

th
 century to early 19

th
 century. Bottom of basement extends 0.3m beyond 

bottom of trench J. X series finds X433. 

 
Trench L plan 
 

                                                 
5
 Sometimes Roman dump layers are deliberate attempts to raise ground level during a construction programme.  

6 Pink mortar 
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Trench M - Same as trench L, dark brown sandy loam. 

 
Trench M plan 
 
Trench N –Obscured by frameworks and dust.  Mainly dark brown/mid brown sandy loam with occasional tile 
frags and oyster. Pit continued, much Roman pot.  

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note : this plan and text below is a separate listing from Trenches A-M above 
 

 
 
Hole 1 - Approximately 70 cms down heavy with oyster shell. Approximately 1m layer of 
sand, fairly clean, some slate, bone, Roman tile and pot. Approximately 3m down layer 
heavy with mortar debris, occasional septaria lump, would appear not solid but debris. 

Hole 2 

Hole 1 

Old Toilets 

Wall reported by 

workmen 

N 

Double doors 

Single door 
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Sand beyond 3m. Workmen reported finding a wall about 3m down, appeared to run north 
to south in the west side of the hole, it was broken through and removed. Its reported 
composition was mortar and large septaria lumps bedded on the natural sand. A second 
hole was reportedly dug 1m to the north of hole 1. It is a strong possibility that this wall line 
was encountered again.  
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
Note : this plan and text below is a separate listing from Trenches A-M and Holes 1-2 
above 
 

 
Trench A - East to west wall, constructed mostly of septaria of various sizes with 
occasional Roman tile. Fragments of post-Roman tile, 12mm thick in exposed centre of 
wall. Pale to mid brown mortar. 0.45m wide, sealed by modern surface. Extends from 0.4m 
below ground level. Dark brown sandy loam in section clearly post-Roman, could be 
Norman? 
 
Trench B - North to south wall, extends from depth of 1.5m to 2.8m. Unable to examine 
due to the dangerous nature of the excavation. This is deeper than wall ‘A’, appears to be 
constructed entirely of septaria and is wider (approximately 0.7m) and thus may not be 
contemporary.  
 
X series finds list 
High Street, Hippodrome WB    88/1C    04/12/1987 
433 Clay pipes (several with makers mark, crown 

over ‘B’ or ‘W’ on each side of spur) 18th - early 
19th century 

Trench K.  From fill of basement 

434 Sherds 15th century (J.G.) Found  by workman, probably from one of the two 
large post-Roman pits in S side of TJ 

435 Sherds Roman Found by workmen u/s, from T D, E, J. 
441 Sherds Roman Large quantity Roman pottery from pit in TN - prob 

includes material from surrounding area.  Found by 
workmen. 

442 Decorated samian and stamp ‘BORIUS’ Roman Two samian sherds.  Returned 31/12/1987 to Jim 
Allen, 25 Hillside Close, Braintree. 

445 Sherd From manhole pit immediately north of building.  
U/s.  kept aside by workman 

446 Tile sample post-Roman From construction material of wall in manhole 
trench to north of building 

447 Glass Roman U/s.  Kept aside by workman.  From TK. 
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448 Glass Roman From trench at rear of auditorium.  Precise spot not 
known.  Kept aside by workman. 

449 Roman sherds, incl decorated samian   Same as 448 
456 Roman Pot, tile, mortar East side of Hippodrome circular drain shaft north 

East Stockwell Street 

 

 
 
88/2a 
Colchester 
Next, 19 High Street 
TL 9952 2518 
Steve Benfield 
 
Evaluation: 1m-deep trenches expose only post-medieval soils, with later medieval 
at the base of T2. 
Two trial trenches were excavated. Trench 1 in the southwest area of the site just to the N of Culver Street. 

Trench 2 in the north eastern area behind Dewhurst’s  butchers’ shop. 

 
Trench 1, with Culver Street beyond. 

 
Trench 2, with T1 and Culver Street beyond. 
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Location plan showing two trenches 
 
Trench 1.  (1.2 x 1.5m. Depth 1m) 
The archaeology comprised an unrendered wall of unfrogged brick in English Bond construction. It is aligned 
north-south dividing two cellar areas fronting onto Culver Street, and is of probable 17th century date. At 
some stage the southernmost part of this wall has been narrowed by the removal of one skin of brick from its 
eastern side. 
 
The eastern cellar area had been backfilled in the 18th century and contained a large quantity of redeposited 
Roman material. The western area had been backfilled in the late 18th Century with a loose fill containing 
quantities of brick tile and mortar debris. 
 
Trench 2.  (1.2 x 1.5m.  Depth 1.3m) 
Beneath the modern yard metalling, layers containing a large quantity of demolition debris were encountered 
dating from the late 18th century to modern. Set within this and aligned north-south along the eastern trench 
section, a series of slight and disjointed brick foundations indicate a former building from which much of the 
upper debris derived. This overlaid further material mixed with 18th century debris but containing a 
proportion of redeposited Roman material. 
 
Earlier building on the site is evidenced by a mortar stone and tile plinth which projected into the northeast 
corner of the trench, indicating the corner of a building of probable 16th century date. This had been repaired 
in the 18th century with brick, showing the extended life span it possessed. In the west section of the trench 
a drain, its base formed of single mortared tiles set edge to edge, ran north-south. Mortar covering part of the 
tile faces indicated the former constructed edges of the drain. Absence of dateable material from these 
layers makes discussion difficult, but the drain may well share a close association with the tile plinth and thus 
is probably of 16th century date. 
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View south into T2, showing drain in west side. 
 
Below these features layers containing a high degree of sand overlaid extensive layers of gravel which would 
indicate an area which was occasionally resurfaced, probably a yard area. Sealed by this at the base of the 
trench a layer of further demolition debris of tile and plaster comes from a building of probably 14th century 
date. 
 

 
Correspondence 
Dear Sirs 
Re:  17/19 High Street, Colchester 
We understand that there is a possibility of archaeological remains being uncovered at the rear of this site. 
We would be grateful for any assistance you may be able to give in advance of building works being commenced, in 
order to minimize any delays to the construction programme proposed for the site. 
We would welcome the chance to meet with you on site in the near future, to discuss the possible ramifications of any 
such discoveries. 
 
Yours faithfully   David Rees    24/09/86 
 
Dear Mr Stobart 
    17/19 High Street, Colchester 
Mr David Rees of John Brunton Partnership gave me your name as being the best person to contact as regards the 
archaeological aspects of Next’s proposed redevelopment of 17/19 High Street, Colchester. 
 As you may know, Colchester was Britain’s first Roman town and, until the revolt led by Queen Boudica in AD6- 
was the capital of the country. Moreover, under the remains of the Roman town lie traces of the first major fortresses built 
by the Roman army during its invasion of Britain. As a result, any ground disturbance within Colchester’s centre is liable 
to destroy important remains not only of the Roman period but also belonging to the medieval and later town. 
 The NEXT redevelopment site lies not only near the centre of the High Street, the focal point of the medieval 
town, but also only a short distance away from the find-spots of the largest two medieval coin hoards from England.  
 The Colchester Archaeological Trust is an organization of full-time professional archaeologists employed to 
record archaeological remains before their destruction on redevelopment sites in Colchester. You will see from the 
enclosed the kind of work we have done in the past. 
 I write to enquire whether it would be possible to undertake some excavation on the site starting in the car park 
area at the rear as soon as possible in advance of redevelopment. I realize that digging on the site of the existing 
buildings after their demolition would mean a pause before starting the construction work but the necessity for this and 
the time-scale needed would become clear from the initial work in the area of the car park. 
 Over the years we have worked well with contractors who have been pleased to see any potential 
archaeological complications on their sites eliminated before building works start in earnest. I feel sure we would provide 
the same service to NEXT, should the company by interested. 
 Sponsorship of archaeological excavations is becoming increasingly more common, not just in Colchester but 
throughout the country. Firms like the public relations benefits this brings and also the fact that, as I explained, this 
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simplifies the redevelopment process by removing the possibility of unexpected archaeological discoveries coming to 
light during construction work. Would next be prepared to consider an involvement of this kind? 
 
Yours sincerely,  Philip Crummy   14/10/86 
 
Dear Mr Crummy 
‘NEXT’ REDEVELOPMENT, 19-20 High Street, Colchester 
Further to your discussions last year with Mr Parker and Mr Rees of this office, this project has now received planning 
permission and we are beginning to prepare working drawings. 
Our engineers are planning to follow your recommendations as far as possible by designing a piled foundation with 
shallow ground beams so as to cause minimal disturbance to the ‘archaeological’ layers of the site. When this has been 
developed, we would propose to meet you to discuss methods and agree a programme for any involvement you require 
during construction. In the meantime, we intend to drill a couple of 6” trial bores in the existing car park.  
I will telephone shortly to arrange a meeting. 
Yours sincerely   Selwyn Lowe   06/04/87 
 
Dear Mr Patience, 
    19 High Street Colchester 
Thank you for your telephone call today and your inquiry. Your site lies in the heart of the remains of the Roman and 
medieval town where the archaeological remains normally occupy the first eight feet or so below ground level. The 
earliest remains will relate to the large base for the Roman army, built after AD 43. On the Next site, we would expect to 
find part of one of the large buildings occupied by junior officers. Similar remains were found due south on the Culver 
Street site before the new precinct was built. Sealing these deposits the Culver Street site before the new precinct was 
built. Sealing these deposits should be the remains of a sequence of Roman buildings spanning the life of the Roman 
town, ie from AD 49 to 410/50. Post-Roman buildings should date from the tenth century or so but because of the cellar 
on the High Street frontage, the relevant archaeological deposits will consist mainly of latrines and pits at the rear of the 
property. 
Any disturbance to the ground is likely to involve the destruction of some of these deposits and hence will necessitate the 
need for archaeological work beforehand. The archaeological condition which will almost certainly be appended to any 
planning consent will involve the drawing up of a timetable covering any necessary archaeological investigations before 
building works begin. 
In general, if excavation is necessary on a site, we like a period of at least four and a half months (ideally six). It is of 
course possible to do something worthwhile in a shorter period but is more difficult. 
I hope this information is of assistance to you. I enclose some papers which I hope will be of further help including a 
poster on which is shown the position of your site. 
 
Yours sincerely,  Philip Crummy   28/01/1988 
 
T.W. Souter 
Dear Sir, 
    19 High Street 
 I write to ask if the standard archaeological condition could be attached to any consent given for the current 
planning application in respect of the above site. The case for the condition is described in the enclosed copy of a letter 
to an agent for the developer. 
 With thanks   Yours faithfully   Philip Crummy 
 
 
Dear Mr Jones, 
 As explained on the telephone, the two exploratory trenches have been dug, one at the north end of the car 
park area and the other just behind the hoarding. The northern one indicates that if the ground level there is lowered by 
300mm, all that should be affected will be modern demolition debris. However, the rear part of the medieval and later 
buildings which fronted the High Street extended at least as far back as our northern trench and it is clear that the 
proposed position for the pile-caps will destroy floors, foundations, and other features dating back to about AD 1500. The 
southern hole was cut through an unusual foundation of early brick-work (probably of sixteenth century date). 
 In general, we now feel that if the groundworks are carried out on the lines described to me (i.e. the northern 
part lowered all over by 300mm deep) then there is no need for further archaeological excavation. 
 There will however be a need for the watching brief because it is clear that the site contains substantial 
archaeological deposits. On our part, we would do the work whilst undertaking not to stop or interfere with the progress of 
the building operations. We would also welcome any opportunity to inspect the building before demolition and do any 
necessary recording work.  
 Your help and support with the exploratory work is much appreciated. Enclosed is an invoice along with the lines 
we discussed. 
With thanks   Yours sincerely   Philip Crummy 
 
25/02/1988 
 
Dear Sir 
RE: 19 High Street, Colchester 
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Following our recent telephone conversation and bearing in mind the forthcoming committee meeting on the 29
th
 

February, we are writing to confirm that we have had communication from Mr Crummy that archaeological excavation at 
the above site is now complete. Mr Crummy has assured us that he will confirm this with you personally. 
Further we wish to confirm your acceptance of ‘Riverdale’ artificial slate for the roof covering. 
Yours sincerely 
Sandy Patience  
25/02/1988 
 
Dear Sirs 
Proposed redevelopment   No. 19 High Street, Colchester   COL/1728/86 and COL/2149/87 
I refer to my letter of 29

th
 February concerning the above and should be pleased if you would let me know whether you 

are yet in a position to reply. 
For your information I enclose a further letter recently received from the developer’s architects. 
Yours faithfully 
T.W. Souter   11/03/1988 
 
Dear Sir,  
 Thank you for your letter of 11

th
 March, concerning the above. We have carried out a small evaluation 

excavation on the site and, on the assumption that the piling is to be employed along the lines explained to me, there is 
no need for any further excavation work. We hope to be able to carry out a normal watching brief and to undertake a brief 
inspection of the building before demolition works begin. 
Thank you for your help in this matter. 
Yours faithfully   Philip Crummy  23/03/1988 
 
 
Dear Mr Langan, 
    NEXT 19 High Street 
 Further to our recent meeting, I would like to thank you and your client for your assistance with the recent trial 
excavation, following which we now propose to mount a watching brief to record any points of archaeological interest 
which may come to light during demolition and groundworks at the above site. 
 I am forwarding a copy of this letter to the Borough Planner to confirm that you have satisfied the archaeological 
condition contained in the planning consent for this development.  
   Yours sincerely 
   Carl Crossan   Assistant Director   24/06/88 
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88/2b  
Colchester 
11  Short Wyre Street (then ‘Swagshop’, now ‘It’s All Fun and Games’) 
TL 99821 25019 
S Benfield 

 
This site was reported in CAT Report 113 (S Benfield, 1988), and in the Journal of the 
Colchester Archaeological Trust 1 (S Benfield, 2001). It is also summarised in CAT Report 
144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 5), from which the following summary is taken:  

88/2b no 11 Short Wyre Street (‘Swagshop’) (CAT Report 113) 
A large part of the inner face of the Roman town wall was recorded in 1988 during redevelopment 
works. The wall had formed the south side of a cellar, and it was fully exposed following the demolition 
of the standing building. Of note was the discovery in the wall of the remains of a drain arch. In 
addition to the recording of the wall, two trenches for stanchions were archaeologically excavated in 
advance into the rampart behind the wall, and parts of the late medieval refacing of the south side of 
the wall were subsequently noted in the contractor’s foundation trenches south of the wall. 
 
Details can be found in CAT Archive Report 113 by S Benfield. 

 
View north across site and town wall. Jettied building over wall is now Beresfords Estate 
Agents, with Long Wyre Street to its right (east) 
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Rotating east from previous photo, Bastion 6 is masked by shed 

 
Bastion 6 
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Above, Steve Benfield and Simon Garrod excavating the stanchion holes north of the wall. 
Below, other side of blocked Roman drain arch 
 

 
Closer detail of inner face of town wall (doorway is post-Roman) 
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Looking down into the drain arch. Scale is resting on the tile floor, behind it is the eastern 
side of the drain, curving towards the viewer. Left is the robbed western side of the drain,  
wit large lump of modern concrete behind  View north across site and town wall. Jettied 
building over wall is now Beresfords Estate Agents, with Long Wyre Street to its right (east) 

 
General view SE across site. Road visible top right is Vineyard Street.  
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 78 

 
blocked Roman drain arch below 
 

 
North face of wall with drain arch bottom right 
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Two adjacent shots of north face of wall (detail above).  
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References 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 
to 2000, on behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with 
contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
CAT Report 113, 1988, Excavation and recording at 11 Short Wyre Street, 
Colchester, February 1988. By Stephen Benfield.  
‘Excavation and recording at 11 Short Wyre Street, Colchester, Essex, 1988’, 
pages 4-9. Journal of the Colchester Archaeological Trust 1 (S Benfield, 
2001). 
454 Pot, clay pipe Stanchion hole 1c N/E corner of area beyond wall 
455 Pot (Roman), tile (post-Roman) Stanchion hole 1c section layer 4  
457 Pot, tile Post-Roman Stanchion hole C2 

 

 
88/3b 
Colchester 
43 High Street, Red Lion Hotel  
TL 9968 2520 
Donald Shimmin 
 

Watching brief - Roman deposits (including fortress and Boudiccan), 
post-Roman deposits, post-medieval well 
 

This is a continuation of 87/9a. See general site plan (Fig 1 below) 
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Fig 1 site and stanchion hole location 
Observation of a stanchion hole dug by contractors during rebuilding work in the eastern half 
of Red Lion revealed a ?post-medieval well and a series of Roman and later deposits.  The 
trench measured 1.3 x 1.4m and was approximately 2m deep, with well preserved sections.  
The spoil had been removed prior to the site visit. 
 
A clearly marked layer of charcoal near the bottom of the trench probably dated to the 
Boudiccan revolt.  This sealed a make-up layer of daub, presumably for a (barrack?) floor; 
there were no associated features visible.  The Boudiccan horizon was sealed by make-up 
layers, incorporating some destruction debris.  There were no clearly defined post-Boudiccan 
floors.  An east-west robber trench, presumably for a Roman foundation, extended across the 
southern end of the trench.  This had remains of a gravel base surviving from the foundation 
in situ on the bottom. 
 
A large hearth or oven of probable 16th or 17th century date, constructed of peg-tiles laid 
vertically, was visible in the south and east sections. This was intensely burnt and was sealed 
by a layer of demolition debris incorporating many tile fragments and much burnt daub. 
 
The ?post-medieval well had an internal diameter of 1.35m, and the sides were constructed of 
septaria and some tile fragments set in a whitish mortar 0.3m thick.  The well had been 
backfilled with rubble and had a modern brick capping 0.5m high which the workmen had 
partly broken away. There was no indication of the depth of the well. 
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An intact glass bottle of ?post-medieval date was apparently recovered by the contractors 
from the backfill of the well, and kept by them for the “hotel trustees”.  No other finds were 
recorded. 

 
Fig 2 
 

 
Fig 3 
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88/3c 
Stanway 
Stanway Hall Farm (Tarmac sand and gravel pit) 

TL 95452255 
Don Shimmin 
 
Stanway elite burial site 
This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, fully published in Crummy and Benfield 
et al 2007. See page 5 of that report for this trench. Below is the summary from Essex Ar-
chaeology & History 20 (1989) 
  

44. Stanway, Stanway Cropmark Group (TL 95452255) 
D. Shimmin, C.A.T. 
 

Rescue excavation in advance of gravel extraction on the western part of this cropmark 
site, immediately west of the defences of the Iron Age oppidum, revealed the ditches of a 
large rectangular enclosure and uncovered a smaller enclosure to the south. An isolated 
Late Iron Age cremation in a pottery vessel was recovered from the northern end of the 
large enclosure. Elsewhere, several prehistoric pits were excavated. A large quantity of 
mainly Middle-Late Iron Age pottery sherds and a triangular loomweight fragment were 
found. 
 

Previous Summaries: Priddy (ed.) 1988, 270 
Finds: C.E.M. 
Final Report: Colchester Archaeol. Rep. 

 
Reference 
Crummy, Philip, Benfield, Stephen, Crummy, Nina, Rigby, Valery and Shimmin, 
Donald (2007) Stanway: An Elite Burial Site at Camulodunum'. Society for the Promotion of 
Roman Studies Monograph 24. 

 

 
88/4b   
Colchester 
6/7 Church Walk  
TL 99324 25000 
June 1988 
Carl Crossan 
 
Evaluation – Roman town wall 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 6), from which the 
following summary is taken:  

 
88/4b rear of nos 6 and 7 Church Walk (Fig 13) 
Two exploratory trenches were located on or close to the [projected] course of the town 
wall at the rear of nos 6 and 7 Church Walk. The work was done in advance of 
redevelopment. The trenches were excavated to a depth of 2 m, then probed by auger 
for a further 1 m, making 3 m in all. What appeared to have been part of the core of the 
town wall was noted in the south side of the southern trench. No masonry was seen 
elsewhere. 
 
Fieldwork: C Crossan. 
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Archival photographs: Miscellaneous sites 4, 185-6.  
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Fig 13 from CAT Rep 144 

 
This fig in archive notes shows projected wall course 
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Correspondence 
 
Philip Walker, Historic Build’s and Mon’s Commission, Fortress House, 23 Savile Row, LONDON W1X 
2HE 
 
Dear Philip,  
6/7 Church Walk Colchester 
I enclose a copy of the site plan showing the location of the two recently completed trial trenches at 
Church Walk.  The trenches were excavated to a maximum safe depth of 2 metres, then probed by 
auger for a further 1 metre, making 3 metres in all. Neither produced evidence of intact masonry. From 
these results it would seem that the wall (or at least some substantial part of it) has been removed at 
some stage. I shall stay in contract with Mr Chapman so that we can maintain a watching brief on the 
foundation works when the development commences. 
   
Yours sincerely, Carl Crossan  Assistant Director 

 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on 
behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S 
Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
 
 
458 post-medieval to modern Sherds (flower 

pots and animal bone discarded)  
T2 to locate town wall.  From top 20cm 
topsoil beneath concrete.  Trench 2 

T2 

459  T2: next 30cm spit T2 
460 Tegula and peg tile.  Discarded T2: next 30cm spit T2 
461  T2: feature 1m from surface below 460 

above 462 
T2 

462  T2: 30cm spit below 460  T2 
463  T2: next 30cm spit T2 
464  T2: final 30cm spit T2 
465 Tegula, discarded T1 T1 

 

 
88/4d 
Colchester 
Colchester Castle, roof chapel excavation 
TL 99878 25301 
P Crummy 
 
This text is from the Colchester Archaeologist 2, (1988). 
 

The remains of the lost chapel on the top of Colchester’s eleventh-century cas-
tle go on permanent display  
 
Practically all of the chapel in Colchester Castle was destroyed about three hundred years 
ago for building rubble. It was hard going - gunpowder and powerful screws had to be used. 
The walls of the upper part, being pierced by large windows and lateral passages, were even-
tually cleared away. But the lower part was too solidly built and stubbornly refused to be de-
stroyed. Eventually, the demolition men gave up, and the dreadfully-mutilated castle was sold. 
Fortunately, within about twenty years, it found its way into the hands of Charles Gray, an an-
tiquarian and later the Member of Parliament for Colchester, who repaired the building with 
great care and dedication. 
   
The level of the floor of the chapel corresponds with the position of the present roof of the 
chapel. The little that survives of the chapel consist of the stump of the outer wall and the 
base of the floor. The remains have been hidden away for up to 200 years under a series of 
tiled roofs. But these have recently been removed as part of a plan to put the remains on 
permanent display. 
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Photo of CAT staff standing on positions of Chapel roof supports: clockwise from bot-
tom left: Carl Crossan, Dennis Tripp, Luke O’Sullivan, ??, Stephen Benfield, ??, ??, ??, 
??, Mike Napthan, ??, ??, ??, Bob Moyes (draughtsman).   
 
After the roofs were taken down, the Colchester Archaeological Trust carried out what in ef-
fect was the town’s highest-ever excavation. It had been hoped that the floor of the chapel 
would survive and that the stumps would be found of stone pillars which formed aisles in the 
building (like the chapel in the White Tower of London).

7
 

 
The base of the chapel’s outer wall still stands to an impressive height of six feet or so but 
nothing exists of the original Norman floor. Instead was a neatly-paved surface of bricks and 
re-used Roman brick. This was laid to provide a water-tight cover over the crypt below and is 
almost certainly yet more work of Charles Gray. 
 
The remains are to be displayed in a new building being specially built for the purpose on the 
Castle roof. The new structure has been designed so that it will be practically invisible from 
the ground and not affect the look of the Castle. It is to house the fine mosaic pavement found 
in 1978 during the Middleborough excavations.

8
 

 
The builder’s merchants, Kent Blaxill, are sponsoring the chapel project as part of their cele-
brations to mark 150 years of trading in Colchester. Other support is being provided by the 
Association of Business Sponsorship of the Arts, Colchester Borough, and English Heritage. 

The architects are Purcell, Miller, Tritton. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
7 Most of what was taken away was pigeon droppings ! 
8 No, this never happened. The mosaic is inside the Castle Museum. 
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88/5b 
Colchester  
43 St Johns Street 
TL 9951 2500 approx 
Stephen Benfield  
 
Watching Brief -  Roman Wall and drain arch 

 
Roman drain arch at 43 St John’s street 
 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 5), from which the 
following summary is taken:  
 

88/5b no 43 St John’s Street (Fig 12) 
In 1988, part of the Roman town wall was exposed at the rear of no 43 St John’s Street. 
The wall was of particular interest, because it incorporated part of a drain arch. 
 
The full width of the Roman town wall could not be established because it had been too 
badly damaged. The position of the north face (which was unrobbed in places) closely 
corresponded to the line of the frontage along Sir Isaac’s Walk. Nothing survived of the 
south face or the southern side of the foundation. 
 
The upper part of the wall has been destroyed and its outer (ie southern) face has been 
completed?? leaving the core exposed. In places, the latter had been removed for al-
most the full width of the wall so as to expose the inner ends of some of the tiles form-
ing the inner (ie northern) face of the wall. The drain, being completely built of tile, 
could not be so easily dismantled, with the result that it survived the robbing process 
better than the wall. The western half of the wall is the worst damaged, since most of it, 
including the western half of the drain arch, was removed to enlarge the north-west 
corner of the backyard. The remains of the wall are so thin in places that the wall has 
cracked into separate pieces, and part of the inner face has tipped forward in the same 
way as the wall about 20 m to the west which was recorded during the Culver Street 
excavations in 1985 (CAR 6, 63-4). 
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The pattern of tiles in the north face suggests the existence of a tower to the west, 
where there are no tiles and core material extends right up to the north boundary of the 
site. The approximate position of the east side of this postulated tower is shown on 
Figure ??. It appears that the wall has not moved where it incorporates the tower, de-
spite extensive robbing; whereas, immediately east of the drain arch, the reduced state 
of the wall has led to cracking and the remains sliding forwards. However, given the 
way that different parts of the wall have moved, the tower could be illusory. No direct 
dating evidence was found for any of the robbing of the wall, but it seems almost cer-
tain that the removal of the western part must post-date the Siege of Colchester when 
the wall was still functional. 
 
A large section of detached masonry immediately south of the core incorporated a 
fragment of peg-tile and presumably represents the remains of the refacing of the wall 
of c 1400 noted at Lion Walk (CAR 3, 84) and elsewhere. 
 
Fieldwork: S Benfield. 
Archival photographs: Colchester town wall, 1, 121-53. 
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CAT Report 144 fig 12 - plan 
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CAT Report 144 fig 12 - section 

 
Reference 
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CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on 
behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S 
Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 

 
Below are archival notes from site folder 
The trench (Fig 1) is very dangerous. Limited investigation could be made. The debris in the 
sides of the trench as seen was loose and the broken tile littered at all angles amongst the 
mortar. Depth to sand in trench was approx. 3m from former garden surface. Top of rubble 
approx 2m down. Conclusions about debris in trench are it still appears to be only a dump of 
waste Roman tile and mortar. Not bedded in the sand, very loose. Possible sign of a tip curve 
in section. High quantity of tile in rubble with some stone visible but very little. 

 
On arrival, the contractors had already concreted the length of the trench. They had rescued 
several tiles for inspection. All of these were coated with earth demonstrating that they had 
come from a dump deposit as seen in earlier visits. 
 
The tiles were of two sorts: Roman tegula and flat wall/construction tiles, with both opus 
signinum and pale buff mortar. One was broken before being mortared with opus signinum 
(the mortar extending across the break) and possibly derived from either a wall tile course or 
the near part-demolished drain. Some of the flat tile may also have come from wall or drain 
but the pieces were not large enough to be wedge shapes from an arch.  
 
Just above the concrete in the trench a large piece of tile and opus signinum about 1.5m 
down from former garden level. The sand is approximately 4m down and the piece is 
presumably lying in ditch fill. Dark earth beneath it reported by contractors (not verified) and 
fully in accord with earlier observations. This piece may possibly have come from demolition 
of the Roman drain.  
 
The wall surviving appears cut away entirely in the neighbouring garden to no. 43 as far back 
as the line of the surmounting brick wall and at least slightly beyond.  This was not visible 
when recording the drain arch and wall earlier in 1988,the broken end is 1.5m from the point 
of the flat tiles of the former floor and cuts back quite sharply with a ragged broken end.  
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88/6a 
Colchester  
19 High Street (now ‘Next’) 
TL 9952 2519 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching Brief – post-medieval brick foundations 
 

Basement A on high street frontage. Rear south point of basement faced with earlier brick 
than from area. Walls C, J and G are of 8.5 x 4 x 2

3/8
 inch red brick (wall H not observed). 

 

Walls D,E and F in front area faced with 9''x4
1/2

''x 2
3/8

 inch unfrogged modern red brick.  The 
surviving earlier part of the cellar would originally have extended to the High Street since the 
north face of G and a buttress at junction of C/D are even faced earlier surfaces.  
 

Basement B 
Approximately 5x5m (partly filled and covered by builders). Red brick. 9''x4

1/2
''x2

3/8
'' arched 

ceiling.  
 
Trench K  
2m deep pipe trench. Very disturbed. Partly on line of earlier pipe trench.  
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88/8c 
Colchester 
43 High Street, Red Lion Hotel – Mosaic  
TL 9969 2520 
Philip Crummy (CAT) and David Stenning (ECC) 

 
 
Roman mosaic floor and description of Red Lion building 
This is published in the Colchester Archaeologist Magazine number 2 (1988-9). There were 
two parts to this project. 1) the description of the building (by David Stenning – then ECC 
Historic Buildings officer). 2) the discovery of the mosaic.  The CA text is given below. 
 
Red Lion Hotel 
When it was built, the Red Lion must have been a striking sight. Its high gables over the rows 
of handsome arched windows and finely carved panels would have dominated the central part 
of the High Street. Even today, despite being much altered, the Red Lion is still easily the 
town’s most impressive timber-framed building. Yet again [it] is undergoing major structural 
change. The ground floor is being converted into small shop units and the remaining hotel 
accommodation completely remodelled [for the better]. The…building work is being done with 
considerable skill and much or the missing or damaged timber-work is being repaired or 
restored. Although the building work is predominantly concentrated above ground, it has been 
necessary for the builders to dig a few holes. And of these one has been very fruitful since it 
led to the partial uncovering of a Roman mosaic pavement. 
 
Unravelling the sequence 
Closely involved with the conversion work is David Stenning of the Building Division at the 
Essex County Council’s Planning Department. He and his colleagues are taking the 
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opportunity to study and record the building and fathom out its complicated structural history. 
It is a difficult task but his latest working theory is as follows. The building stems from a 
speculative development by the influential Howard family, either by the Duke of Norfolk or 
perhaps his son (the Earl of Surrey). It was probably built as five distinct but structurally 
integrated houses incorporating part of an earlier building. Three were comparatively small 
and formed a single unit overlooking the High Street. These were of three storeys, the ground 
floor of each consisting of a lock-up shop. Behind were two large houses each containing a 
large hall. Access to these from the High Street was via the alleyway which at this time was 
only a short cul-de-sac. The income from the rents proved insufficient so that the whole 
complex was soon re-let as an inn. The alleyway was later extended southwards to gain 
access to the rear of the property where there were stables and various other ancillary 
buildings. This is likely to have happened in the eighteenth century at the time when coaching 
inns were at their peak and was achieved by demolishing part of one of the large halls.  David 
Stenning finds the building hard to date closely. The New Inn (or White Lion) as it was called 
was certainly in existence by 1516 because its name crops up in a document of that date. He 
sees the main phase of building work taking place around 1500, with the earlier house which 
it incorporated dating from about 1475. The Red Lion acquired its present name much later. 
The colour change happened during the reign of James I in deference to the red rampant lion 
of Scotland. The architects for the project are Dunthorne Parker. The work is being 
undertaken by H Firmin & Sons on behalf of Restoration Inns.  
 
The mosaic 
The pavement was uncovered in the bottom of a sewer trench dug along the alleyway. The 
floor (see photograph) is coloured white, grey, and red and is made of cubes less than half an 
inch across. The design seems to be based around four large circles, one in each corner. The 
whole pavement probably dates to the second half of the second century AD and is a fine 
example of the fifty or so which have been recorded in the town. Probably it would have 
adorned one of the best rooms of a substantial private house. 
The mosaic has been seen at least twice before. The floor was partly uncovered and a rather 
inaccurate drawing was made of it by Josiah Parish. A corner was later lifted in 1882 and still 
hangs on display in the Red Lion. 
Much less than one quarter of the mosaic has been exposed during the present works. How 
much more still survives underground is unclear – it could be that there is not much more. 
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88/9b 
Colchester 
18 North Hill 
TL 99422 
25417 
Carl Crossan  
 
 
Summary: 
This site in 
Insula 10 of 
Roman town. 
This garden 
has at least 
two mosaic 
floors (now 
removed to 
Museum) and 
one other 
area of red 
tessellated 
paving 
(Roman 
Colchester, 
78).  
 

 

An evaluation trench in advance of car park construction revealed a Roman 
tessellated floor at 1.5m below ground. This is very likely to be the same floor 
marked in Roman Colchester. Also, 2 periods of peg-tile wall (medieval, post-
medieval?), and a cobbled surface. Much residual Roman pottery. 
 

 
Fig 1 Site location showing trench exposing tessellated floor.  
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Fig 2  Detail of location of trench with TP floor 
 
 
Report 
From Carl’s site notes: 
“A Dr Parker phoned to say he has consent to build car park at rear, with access off Nunn’s 
Road. To do this, there will need to be a cutting of unknown depth, but he thinks about 4ft. 
The garden is stiff with [Roman mosaic] pavements (see Roman Colchester)…we need to dig 
a hole to establish depth of pavements, so they can be left/protected…. 
 
HB - There I not much text on the CAT trench, but the drawings below are self-explanatory.  
 
 
 

 
Fig 3: general site cross-section  
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Fig 4 trench cross section showing TP floor, peg-tile walls and cobbled  
surface 
 
L1 – Topsoil, black silty loam, much ash, brick charcoal flecks. 
L2 – Grey-brown silty loam, frequent brick/tile fragments, mortar. 
L3 – Yellow brown clayey loam, oyster shell, ashy lenses, some peg tile. 
L4 – Cobbled surface, made of flint, septaria, tegula fragments.  
L5 – Mixed demolition debris (tile, mortar etc.) in grey brown silty loam sealed by mortar spread. 
L6 – Yellowy clay, few inclusions (under wall F2 but seals F1). 
L7 – Grey-brown loam, oyster, tegula fragments. 
L8 – Yellowish greeny loam, sandy with frequent tegula fragments and mortar, painted plaster (red). 
F1 – Wall made of peg tile, neatly coursed and well built, face to north, yellow/white mortar. 
F2 – Wall crudely made of peg tile, yellow/white mortar, face to south, might be cut to north (broken 
face). 
F3 – Tessellated pavement, 1.5m below modern ground, red cubes roughly 2×3cm (vary), two white 
cubes.  Base of opus signinum is thin (2cm) and rests on yellow-tan clay loam. 

 
During groundwork an EW trench was dug approx. 0.75m deep and approx. 5m long. This cut 
into ‘dark earth’ but no features of archaeological interest were revealed. The trench, dug by  
the contractors, was in the northern part of the site extending west from approximately the 
position of the Trust’s trial trench.  

 
Finds – from X series list  
88/9b   18 North Hill (rear of) Sept 88 evaluation 
X series no. Finds Context  

466 Sherds brought in by architect u/s, from uppermost metre in 
garden.  (rear of 18 North Hill,) 

484 Pot, bone, fe, glass unstratified overlying medieval (?) wall and to the 
north of it  

485 Pot, bone, tegula, tessera layer sealing cobbled surface to the south of the me-
dieval wall  

486 Pot, bone, tegula, tessera, 
opus signinum 

layers beneath medieval(?) wall, sealing tessel-
lated floor/tegula dump 07/09/1988 
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Fig 5 trench plan showing TP floor, walls, cobbled surface 
 
 

88/9c 
Colchester 
Balkerne Lane, south of Balkerne Gate   
TL 99241 25179 
Terry Cook 
 

Test pit to recover whitewash off town wall  
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 6), from which the 
following summary is taken:  
 

88/9c south of the Balkerne Gate 
A small trench measuring approximately 1.3 x 0.6 m in area was dug to a depth of 
0.8m at the rear of the town wall. The trench was located about 1m to the south of the 
entrance to the southern guardroom of the Balkerne Gate. The purpose of the trench 
was to obtain samples of the white deposits which are frequently found on the face of 
the wall where it is well preserved. The rear face did prove to be well preserved. Eight 
courses were exposed in the trench: four of tile over four of septaria, and with the 
mortar joints picked out with lines made with the tip of a pointing trowel, as seen 
elsewhere (Hull). 
Fieldwork: T Cook. 
 
Archival photographs: Colchester town wall, 1, 154-72 & 176-82.. 
 

References 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on 
behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S 
Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
 
Hull, MR, 1958, Roman Colchester. Report of the Research Committee of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London, no 20. 
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89/4a 
Colchester 
20-22 Eld Lane  
TL 9978 2502 
C Crossan 
 

Watching brief - core of town wall exposed in cellar of 21 Eld Lane 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 5), from 
which the following summary is taken:  

 
89/4a nos 20-22 Eld Lane (Fig 11) 
In 1989, the core of the town wall was exposed in the south-west corner of the cellar 
under no 21 Eld Lane when a hole was made in the cellar wall during refurbishment 
works. When the wall was being recorded, it was noticed that part of the north (ie the 
inner) face of the town wall was incorporated in one of the walls of the adjacent cellar 
under no 22. The position of the face could only be plotted to within ± 0.8 m north to 
south on the site plan, because the thickness of the cellar wall could not be determined. 
 

 
CAT Report 144 fig 11 

 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on 
behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S 
Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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89/4b and 89/9c    
Colchester 
15-16 West Stockwell Street 
TL 9960 2541 
Carl Crossan 
 

Roman street metalling and post-medieval pits 
A summary appears in Essex Archaeology & History 21 (1989), page 129 
 

14. Colchester, 14-15 West Stockwell Street (TL 99602541) 
C. Crossan, C.A.T. 
Trial excavations revealed an early sequence of Roman street metalling at the junction of 
insulae 3, 4, 11 and 12. Elsewhere on the site Roman levels were found to have been re-
moved by later pits and terracing activity. At the West Stockwell Street frontage an ab-
sence of evidence of medieval building may be a significant indication that occupation in 
the lower region of the street did not reach a high density until the post-medieval period. 

 

Notes from  Howard 
1) The published summary above refers to two projects – the trial trenching (89/4b) and 
watching brief (89/9c) stages of the same project.  
2) Carl was misled by someone over house numbers on this building site. Although original 
record of both projects says 14 and 15 West Stockwell Street, this is definitely 15 and 16 !  

 
Figure 1.  Roman streets and 14-16 West Stockwell Street (CAT town tile) 
 

3) With respect to Carl, looking at the current CAT town tile (Fig 1 above), the gravel street 
runs N-S through the rear (east side) of these plots, through what is now 4 Sanderson Mews 
(accessed off East Stockwell Street), but the site is not far enough north to be in Insulae 3 or 
4. The street gravel recorded by Carl must be the southern edge of the E-W street. I can find 
no record of whether the evaluation picked up street gravel, even though it looks like most of 
the trenches were along the predicted line of the N-S street.  Carl’s project list indicates this 
was an excavation, but I can only find reference to 7 trial trenches(because they are marked 
on the site plan (Fig 2 below). There are no more records of this evaluation, nor any finds in 
the X series.  The site plan (tidied up for Figure 3 below) was annotated at watching brief 
stage (89/9c), but that’s all the record I can find. This was clearly an unfunded project.  
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Fig 2  plot showing 89/4b trial trenches (north is left side of plan 

 
Fig 4   Carl’s sketch of SE corner of site (ie, number 15) showing heavy post-
medieval pitting cutting right down into natural sand. 
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Fig 3 details of watching brief, as annotated by Carl, and labelled by HB. Note Ro-
man street gravel at north edge of site. 
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89/4c 
Colchester 
21 North Hill (rear of) 
TL 99409 25441 
Carl Crossan 
 

Evaluation prior to building of rear extension revealed Roman wall foundation, 
Roman floor 
 
See also 1994/3a (later trench on the same site which include this project in its discussion). 
 

Summary of archaeologically sensitive levels indicated on the attached plan: 
 

Trench 1 Top of east-west wall foundation of mortared septaria. 
 

Trench 2 Destruction debris (Roman tile and opus signinum) above 0.34m make-up overlying 
mortar floor at northern end of trench. 
 

Trench 3 None as far as limit of excavation 
 

Trench 4 Destruction debris containing opus signinum, mortar and tile fragments. 
 

Trench 5 Destruction debris with high content of mortar fragments. 

 
Fig 1 (note: elevation is W-E, so North Hill side is left had side). 
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89/5a 
Colchester 
Warehouse west of 2 Northgate Street 
TL 99559 25525 
Carl Crossan, S Garrod 
 

Evaluation - inner face of the town wall was located at two points under 
warehouse floor 
 

This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 1), from which the 

following summary is taken:  
 

89/5a warehouse west of no 2 Northgate Street  
The warehouse occupies a 26.5 m frontage between no 2 Northgate Street and the 
rear of no 30 North Hill. The aim of the fieldwork was to establish the condition and 
exact location of the town wall underlying the north side of the building, as a preliminary 
to subsequent redevelopment. In the event, the inner face of the town wall was located 
at two points beneath the warehouse floor. 
 

The existing concrete floor was broken open in four places by the contractor (Trenches 
1-4). The wall lay immediately below the modern floor in Trenches 3 and 4. Part of the 
inner wall face was exposed by hand and its location was plotted in relation to the 
existing north wall of the warehouse. In Trench 2, manual excavation to a depth of 
approximately 1.4 m failed to locate the wall due to later ground disturbance. At the 
eastern end of the building, no evidence for the wall was found in Trench 1 which lay to 
the south of its projected course. 
 

Fieldwork: C Crossan and S Garrod. 
Report: C Crossan. 
Finds: X495, sample of white substance from the face of the town wall. 
Archival photographs: Miscellaneous sites 4, 187-95. 
 

Finds 
495 Sample of “white-

wash” Roman 
Northgate Street (opposite Essex Newspapers offices) from inner 
face of town wall May 1989 (warehouse W. of no. 2 Northgate 
Street) 

 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on 
behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S 
Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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Fig 1   89/5a site plan (also 87/4a) 
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89/7a 
Colchester 
89 East Hill (rear of)  
TM 00186 25290 
C Crossan and S Garrod. 

 
Evaluation - core of town wall exposed in trenches in garden  

 
Trench 4 
 

This site is adjacent to 89/8a (see for reference) 
 

This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 3), from 
which the following summary is taken:  

 
89/7a rear of no 89 East Hill (Fig 6) 
When renovations were proposed for 89 East Hill, the architects decided that there was 
a need to establish the course of the Roman town wall where it passed under the 
property, if possible. No trenches were possible in the house, so the investigation 
concentrated on the rear garden. Four trenches were dug, all located hard up against 
north brick boundary wall. 
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Little of the town wall survived in the garden, and possibly none survives under the 
house itself. The highest part of the property is the centre and rear parts of the garden, 
where the base of the wall foundation still exists (Trenches 3 and 4). 
 

Elsewhere, near the house (Trenches 1 and 2), the ground-level has been lowered to a 
point were even the base of the wall foundation has been removed. This fits in with East 
Hill, since it seems that the gradient of the street was reduced on at least one occasion 
in the 18th or 19th century. 
 

Width of the wall shown on Figure 6 is based on measurements from elsewhere on the 
circuit. The E edge of the wall in T3 and 4 as shown in Figure 6 seems too far W if, as 
seems likely, this represents parts of the edge of the foundation. The explanation for the 
discrepancy may be…the large difference in levels between the garden of no 89 and 
those of the houses fronting onto Roman Road, and it is difficult to relate them 
accurately in plan. 
 

Fieldwork: C Crossan and S Garrod. 
Archival photographs: Miscellaneous sites 4, 196-201. 

 

 
Trench 2  

 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on 
behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S 
Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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Trench 2 detail  
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CAT Report 144  fig 6 (town wall is shown grey tone) 
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89/8a 
Colchester 
4 Roman Road 
TM 00184 25298 
C Crossan and K Orr 
 
 
Summary: rear tile face of town wall seen in back garden  
There is an apparent overlap here with site 89/7a (see for reference). 
 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 3), from 
which the following summary is taken:  

 
89/8a rear of no 4 Roman Road (Fig 6) 
At the request of Mrs Cooper, the owner of no 4 Roman Road, the Trust inspected a 
piece of wall that she had uncovered when digging a small hole in her back garden. 
The wall proved to be part of a tile course forming the rear face of the Roman town 
wall. 
 
Fieldwork: C Crossan and K Orr. 

 
 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on 
behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S 
Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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CAT Report 144  fig 6 
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89/9a 
Colchester, rear of 26 Trinity Street,  
TL 99626 25068 
Carl Crossan  
August 1989 

 
Watching brief on redevelopment observed the Roman gravel street dividing 
Insulas 35 and 36 of the Roman town.  

 
 
Note from Howard 
I think, judging by Carl’s comment that the brick cellar occupies half the garden, that this WB 
cannot have been on the whole garden (red) but on the smaller garden on the south edge of 
the plot. This means that T1, where he saw the gravel, was as marked on plan above, and not 
in the SE corner of the red plot (which would, I think, drag the road gravel too far east?) 
 
Carl’s notes 
13/09/89: First visit: Arched brick cellar at rear. Five feet or more in depth, part filled with 
rubble. Built of nineteenth century red brick. Occupies half of garden. Nothing – surface 
clearance at present.  
 
15/09/89: Cellar top removed. Ground reduced 30-50 cms. Black soil throughout. No 
significant features. 
 
21/09/89: Trench in the south east corner, excavated to depth of 1.7m. Black only – no 
significant features. Large modern pipe trench running north-south down site centre.  
 
25/09/89: Roman gravel street in trench 1 at the south east corner of the site. Shows in 
south section as two disturbed layers, around 40 cms combined thickness (estimated – trench 
inaccessible) sealed by around 1m of black soil, cut by post-Roman pits.  
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89/9c 
Colchester  
15/16 West Stockwell Street 
TL 9960 2541 
Carl Crossan 
 
This is the watching brief stage of 89/4b. See that site for full details. 
 
Watching brief reveals Roman street metalling at junction of insulas 3, 4, 11, 12 
 

 
89/12a 
Colchester  
Colchester Castle, Cowdray Crescent 
TL 9990 2525 
December 1989 - January 1990 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Shallow gas trench reveals medieval pit 
During December 1989 and January 1990 a trench for a gas main was dug from south to 
north running from Cowdray Crescent through the Castle Park and into the east side of the 
castle.  The trench was shallow, averaging 0.8m deep and 0.45m wide. 
 
The first part of the trench by the castle gates was observed by Dennis Gamble

9
  who 

reported nothing of significance showing in the sides.  Possible natural sand was observed at 
a depth of 0.5m approximately 12.5m - 14m from the wall by the castle gates, and this may 
help to indicate the western limit of the bailey ditch.  Elsewhere the trench fill was uniformly a 
mixed topsoil layer of probable post-medieval date. 
 
The stretch of  pipe trench cutting the path up to about the southeast corner of the castle 
consisted largely of modern (?early C20th) make-up with fine greyish brown sandy loam with 
layers of brick rubble and some sand.  Part of a modern north-south brick foundation was 
exposed in line with the southeast corner of the castle. 

 

                                                 
9
 Dennis Gamble was an interesting man whose first experience of archaeology was working with Louis 

Leakey in Olduvai Gorge! (pers comm. H Brooks). He later worked for CBC Engineering Dept, and often 
reported finds to us, or told us when people were digging holes in various parts of town..   
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Continuing north the trench cut a thin layer of topsoil/‘dark earth’  in places reaching natural 
sand (see plan).  This was approximately 2m wide, with a dark greyish brown sandy loam fill 
with mortar lumps, perhaps of medieval date, notably along the southern edge. 
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The short east-west length of pipe trench leading to the castle was only 0.5m deep, and 

consisted solely of topsoil. 
 
 

 
89/12b 
Colchester 
1-4 East Stockwell Street (Vineyard Press site) 
TL 9967 2527 

 
Excavation – Roman colony deposits and unidentified large (presumably 
public) building.  
 
This site, on the eastern side of insula 20 of the Roman town, is published in ‘Two recently-
discovered Roman buildings in Colchester’, by Stephen Benfield and Simon Garrod, Essex 
Archaeology & History volume 23 (1992), 25-38.  
 
The report states that more post-excavation work on the finds would be worthwhile, were 
funds available.  

 

 

89/12c   
Colchester 
76-78 Northgate Street (subsequently Castle Court)  
TL 99673 25543 
S Benfield 

 
This project coincides with 90/10a (for which see separate record)  
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 2), from 
which the following summary is taken:  
 

89/12c nos 76-78 Northgate Street (subsequently Castle Court) (Fig 5) 
Following the demolition of nos 76-78 Northgate Street in 1989, an area was cleared 
by machine against the southern boundary of the site to determine how much of the 
town wall still survived and to locate the depth and position of the remains. The full 
width of the wall was proved to survive, including the front and rear faces. The rear 
face was the best preserved. The coursing was set in opus signinum. It was not clear if 
the same was true of the front face. 
 
Fieldwork: S Benfield. 
Archival photographs: Miscellaneous sites 4, 206-213. 
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CAT Report 144 fig 5 - plan 

 

 
CAT Report 144 fig 5 – section 
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Photo 1 (Misc Sites vol 4, 212) View south towards rear of site. South edge of 
Roman town wall is near point of horizontal scale. 
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Photo 2 (Misc Sites vol 4, 206) View east along face of modern wall showing 
southern edge of Roman town wall (horizontal scale is close to it). 
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Photo 3 (Misc Sites vol 4, 208) Close up of southern edge of Roman town wall 
(horizontal scale is close to it). 
 
 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, 
on behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C 
Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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90/1a   
Colchester 
45-46 East Stockwell Street 
TL 9964 2524 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Watching brief revealed brick feature and timber frame 
Observation during renovation work revealed a post-medieval brick feature and part of the 
exposed timber-framed superstructure. 
 
The brick feature was situated in the rear yard (see Fig 1) and consisted of a tank 1.92m long 
and 0.8m wide internally. It was 1.08m deep and had a cobbled floor. The tank was 
constructed of unfrogged ‘Tudor’ bricks (20 x 9 x 5.5cm), although part of the eastern wall had 
been repaired by larger bricks, and similar sized bricks had been used to block the north end 
of the tank.  The line of the east wall continued to the north and south, although only the top 
course was exposed. 
 
The brick footing of the existing late C17th building was of similar sized bricks to the blocking 
and repair, and this perhaps indicates that the tank dated to an earlier phase of building.  Its 
function was not immediately apparent, although a water tank is perhaps the most likely 
explanation. 
 
Much of the internal timber-framing was exposed during renovation work, together with part of 
the external frame of the west wall near the northwest corner.  Some photographs were taken 
of the latter, but as the timber-framing was being left largely undisturbed no further recording 
work was carried out. 

 
Correspondence:  
Dear Mr Borges, 
    46 East Stockwell Street 
 Thank you for letting me know when works at the above began. We have now visited 
the siteon several occasions. We shall be photographing part of the timber-frame 
exposed at the rear of the building otherwise we feel that there is no recording 
necessary if, as we hope, you can retain all the timbers. 
 The house dates to 1650-1700, the frame being fairly well preserved. Since the floors 
are missing I could only look at the building from ground level but there seems to be 
part of an original mullion window in the west wall at first floor level. I expect you have 
noticed this already. The existing ash windows are obviously later replacements and the 
jetty on the west wall has fairly on been dispensed with by constructing the brick wall. 
 The cross walls on either side of the central passage are later insertions. In my 
opinion, these could be removed if you felt it desirable. To do this you would need to 
seek permission from the Planning Department and have a site meeting where we 
could identify the timbers in question precisely. 
  Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 
    Yours sincerely, 
    Philip Crummy 
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         Fig 1 
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90/2a 
Colchester 
135 High Street, pavement outside Angel Court 
TL 99617 25218 
Simon Garrod 

 
Watching brief – wall of St Runwald’s church ? (north-south) 
27th February: a wall was reported as being seen in the sides of a service trench dug on the 
north side of High Street 5.0m south of Angel Court council offices and 2.75m west of the 
junction between 134 and 135 High Street. The trench was checked, a north-south wall being 
clearly visible to a depth of about 90cm below pavement level. 
 
28th February: measurements and photographs were taken, unfortunately the trench had 
been partially backfilled and was now at a depth of about 60cm.  The wall was approximately 
36cm below pavement level and consisted of stone, including septaria, with a few pieces of 
peg-tile set in light yellowish brown mortar.  Some of the stones were up to 35cm long.  Only 
the east edge was visible, all measurements were taken from this side, but the wall must have 
been at least 50cm wide.   
 
Photographs were taken of both sections (colour slides and black and white prints). 
 
This wall is probably east end of St Runwalds (Don Shimmin). 

 
Fig 1 
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90/3a 
Colchester 
55-56 North Hill, Cock & Pie 
Stephen Benfield 
TL 99387 25321 
 
Watching brief – post-medieval dump 
Workmen excavated by hand a series of three trenches (A, B & C) at the rear of the ‘Cock & 
Pie’ building North Hill to establish the nature of the ground and the level of the natural sand 
in advance of building. The trenches revealed the following: - 
 
TRENCH A 1m x 1.3m maximum depth 1.65m. 
Dark brown sandy loam sealing a 30cm thick gravel layer at 90cm depth.  The gravel sealed a 
piece of post-medieval brick.  Sandy clay/silt at base of trench. 
 
TRENCH B     1m x 1.3m maximum depth 1.40 m. 
Dark brown sandy loam sealed a post-medieval brick sump? at 80cm depth.  Sandy clay/silt 
at base. 
 
TRENCH C  1.3m x 1.3m maximum depth 2.5m 
Dark/medium brown sandy loam with some inclusions of peg-tile sealed ?robber material 
20cm thick at base of trench.  Sand below ?robber material at very base of trench (natural). 
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Fig 1 
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90/3b  
Colchester  
2-6 Long Wyre Street, (now ‘Presto’, but built as ‘Caters’) 
TL 99826 25154 
Stephen Benfield (with Howard Brooks) 

 
Roman walls seen in stanchion holes for rear extension to Prestos.  
Notes by HB / Steve Benfield, on this unfunded project. This site is in the SW corner of 
Insula 30 of the Roman town – the obvious site for the still-unidentified Roman basilica. 
Rear extension and internal alterations to existing store (‘Caters’, built 1970) involved 5 
newly-dug stanchion pits (A-E).  Two stanchions (D-E) revealed redeposited soils and 
nothing of archaeological significance. However, stanchions A, B, C revealed 
archaeological remains.  

 
 

Fig 1 Plan of stanchion holes A-E. The NW corner of Stanchion C is 25.5m east 
of the frontage of the building on Long Wyre Street, and 10.0m south of the 
building frontage on Culver Street East. Similarly, the NW corner of  Stanchion A 
is 23.2m east of the Long Wyre Street frontage and 21.1m south of the Culver 
street frontage.  
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Fig 2 – the archaeological context. The SW corner of insula 30 (from Crummy, P ‘Insula 30’, 
pages 107-110, in BRK Dunnett,1971, ‘Excavations in Colchester 1964-68’ Transactions of 
the Essex Archaeological Society, Volume 3, part 1 (1971).  

.  
Fig 3. Close up of the above. The 1990 walls A an B are plotted in relation to Philip 
Crummy’s observations on the Caters site (site 21), and other linked observations (site 10). 
 
The significant point of Steven’s watching brief is the recording of a pair of parallel Roman 
foundations in stanchion holes A and B.  A was reported by workmen, but B was recorded by 
SB.   
 
Insula 30 is a complex area, virtually all the observations of which are from small holes, rather 
than open-area excavation. There is a report in Dunnett 1971 on the watching brief on Caters, 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 129 

by Philip Crummy, in which he found a complex stratigraphy. This is number 21 on Fig 2 
above.   
 
It should be noted that Steve Benfield’s foundation in B was extraordinarily deep below 
modern ground – 3.6 m (11 feet 9 inches) below modern ground. This ties in well with Philip 
Crummy’s recording of the wall on the Caters site (ie, site 21 on Fig 2) at 7 feet (2.1m) below 
modern ground. Early deposits are clearly deeply buried in this part of town.  It seems clear 
that the Roman walls in A and B (insofar as it can be judged from the small exposure) are 
parallel with the E-W walls recorded at 21 and 10 in Fig 1 above, and may be part of the same 
structure.  The paradox of Insula 30, to be resolved elsewhere, is that the massive walls 
recorded by Ros Dunnett on the Sainsbury’s site (1) are not in alignment with the Caters site 
walls. One wonders if the plan is correctly orientated. This is not in any way a criticism of Ros 
Dunnett, who did fantastic work in Colchester with hardly any resources or time, but I am told 
that the site plan of another major dig of hers (East Stockwell Street) was also out of its 
correct alignment.  
 
Other remains 
Stanchion C showed a post-medieval brick wall (figs below) whose top was at approximately 
1.4m below modern ground. 
 
 

 

Fig 4 – location and plan of stanchion hole B
  

Fig 5 – profile of stanchion hole B 
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Fig 6 – location of stanchion hole C Fig 7 – stanchion hole c section 
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90/7a 
Colchester 
30 North Hill (site of North Gate) 
TL 99394 25500  
Stephen Benfield 

 
Negative watching brief 
Trench excavated by workmen to replace gas pipe on east side of North Hill.  Section on site 
of North Gate examined.  No significant archaeological features visible. 
 
[HB – to avoid confusion here, the piece of Town Wall on Stephen’s sketch is the sliver of 
town wall sitting on a modern brick plinth between North Hill Barbers and King Kebab. Despite 
this being the site of North Gate, nothing was visible in the gas pipe trench]. 

 
 
 
Fig 1 
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90/9a 
Colchester 
55-56 North Hill (‘Cock & Pie’) 
TL 9937 2532 
Simon Garrod, Steve Benfield, Carl Crossan 

 
Robbed and in situ Roman wall foundations and opus signinum floors. 

 
Original site record. Blue lines and notes by HB of where walls probably seen. 
 
Summary 
[A previous watching brief on this site was 90/3a]. 
The site was visited on several occasions between 3rd and 14th September. Workmen were 
digging foundation trenches, some of which (due to the depth of the natural sand) were up to 
four metres deep. In the south-west corner below the corner of number 56 a wall foundation 
was uncovered. It was approximately 40cm below ground level, 63 cm wide, running north-
south and constructed from septaria in brownish yellow mortar. Its sides appeared to be faced 
but not pointed. S.G. 
 
 [HB – looking at the site notes, there are two in situ N-S wall foundations and one robbed E-
W foundation. They are slightly offset, the southerly wall being very approximately 1 metre 
west of the northerly wall. To judge by section drawings, the clay floor shown in SX below is 
over the top of the opus signinum floor which Carl saw later when the site level was reduced. 
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Two halves of the main section, showing the robbed E-W wall and clay floor in the N-S 
section, and (below) the Roman wall foundation in the E-W section   
 
17/9/90: Main south trench completing the rectangle had been dug out and was being 
backfilled with concrete. No significant archaeological features were visible in this trench, but 
some parts, especially the west end, could not be observed properly due to the concrete. In 
addition to the wall (above) a ? of red brick had been recovered approximately midway above 
the east trench. The building to the south is to be underpinned.  
 
24/9/90: Digging trench for area ‘D’ foundations. Trench dug from a reduced ground level 
equivalent to floor level of No. 55. Eastern half of area D is pitted, finds on spoil heap include 
clay pipe, undisturbed section in south-west corner contains c. 10cm thick layer of mortar 
(sealed by topsoil) over a deposit of silty sand, then clear natural sand. Mortar appears to be 
composed of compressed fragments and is more likely destruction debris than a floor, 
especially as it rests on weak silty sand. 
 
25/9/90: Area ‘D’ trench fully dug out. No significant Roman features. The north side is over a 
brick cellar (unfrogged red brick, 8.5”x4.5”x7.875”), outline sketched on plan. Finds kept by 
workmen (x  ) reported to be from construction trench from cellar. The eastern half is putted, 
as noted above (24/9). 
 
26/9/90: Visited. No trench digging. 
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27/9/90: Top of Roman wall foundation 1 exposed, 70cm wide (ref plan above). Appears to be 
uncoursed septaria and mortar, but this is uncertain because the southern edge of wall, where 
it is robbed, is obscured. Reduction of ground level to east of wall is revealing an opus 
signinum floor 2 with a smooth surface with closely packed inset tile fragments [‘crazy 
tessellation’ we have called this elsewhere].  
 
Almost complete red pot found by workmen. Said to have come from pit 3.  
Note: Wall 1. Is this the same as wall ‘c-c’ recorded earlier by SB? If so, local measurements 
in relation to builders’ trench layout for area ‘D’ and main west wall at rear of building indicate 
that wall is c. 1m further east. Check this. 
 
28/9/90: Concreting. No further digging work. 
 
2/10/90: No new digging.  
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Level position 1: 
Reading on B/M on Gilberd School (O/D 80.74 feet 24.61m): 0.160 (so collimation is 24.77) 
Reading to site datum: 0.573 (site datum is 24.197m) 
 
Level position 2: 
Reading to site datum: 3.057 (so collimation 2 is 27.254) 
Roman floor Area A: 2.798 (so, reduced level – Roman floor is 24.456m) 
Top of existing Roman wall north end: 2.899 (so, 24.355m)  
 
Level position 3: 
Reading to site datum: 2.134 (so, collimation 3 is 26.331) 
Top of existing Roman wall south end: 1.735 (24.596m) 
Nail in drawn section: 1.811 
 
Correspondence: 

For the attention of Mr Crummy 
Dear Sirs, 
re: DEVELOPMENT REAR 55/56 NORTH HILL COLCHESTER, 
      COL/90/0241 & LB/COL/90/0242 
Following my telephone conversation this morning with a member of your staff I would like to 
confirm that the Contract for this work has been let to Cadman Builders (Colchester) Limited and 
work has now commenced on site. At present the work consists of clearing rubbish and fill 
material from oversite. Excavation works are expected to commence very shortly.  
The site agent is Mr A. Howe and your representative(s) should, when visiting the site at all times, 
liaise with him. If he should not be on site at the time please report to one of the site operatives. 
Yours faithfully, 
Brian J. Chisnall 
 
55/6 North Hill (90/0242) 
This site lies on the north side of an east-west Roman street and fronts on to North Hill which is of 
medieval origin. Thus although no records survive of previous discoveries in or around the 
immediate area, remains are likely to exist of Roman, medieval and alter date. This architect has 
already been in touch with the Trust and arrangements are in hand for an evaluation excavation. 
  Yours faithfully 
  Philip Crummy 

 
 
 

90/10a 
Colchester 
76-86 Northgate Street (subsequently Castle Court) 
TL 9967 2554 
Date of report: February 2000 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - inner face of the town wall located in a small exploratory 
trench dug by a contractor. 
 

This project coincides with 89/12c (for which see separate record)  
 

This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 3), 
from which the following summary is taken:  
 

90/10a nos 76-86 Northgate Street (subsequently Castle Court) (Fig 5) 
On 12th October 1990, prior to redevelopment at 80-86 Northgate Street, a 1.6 m-wide 
trench was machine-dug by Hills (contractors), to establish the condition and exact 
location of the town wall in relation to the southern site boundary. The trench was 
located against the edge of the Northgate Street pavement, 6m east of the boundary 
with 25 St Peter’s Street (an office building occupied at that time by Barratt). 
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The trench was dug to a depth of 1.8m below the level of the kerb-stones to the south 
on Northgate Street. The core of the wall was encountered at 0.8m, and the uppermost 
surviving part of the south face was found at a depth of 1.1m. The exposed face, 
consisting of four courses of tile above two courses of septaria, was at a point 1.8m 
north of the Northgate Street kerb-line. No attempt was made to locate the north face. 
Near the trench were several loose septaria facing blocks which appeared to have 
been disturbed by the machine, probably from a point above the tile courses. 
 

 
CAT Report 144 fig 5 - plan 

 

 
CAT Report 144 fig 5 - section 
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Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on 
behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S 
Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
 
 
 
Below is archival material, from site file 

 

   
 
Contractor: Hills; Site Agent: John Balls; Development: Office Building 
12/10/90: An explanatory trench, machine dug by the site contractor, located the inner face of 
the town wall. 
At the point indicated on the plan opposite, the face of wall is 1.8m north of the Northgate 
Street kerb line and is intact to a level 1.1m below that of the top of the kerbstone. 
The exposed face of the wall consisted of four courses of tile above two courses of septaria. 
Nearby the trench more several loose septaria facing blocks which opposed to have been 
disturbed by the machine, probably from a point above the tile courses. C.C. 
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Correspondence: 
 
For the attention of Mr R Button 
Dear Sirs, 
RE: 80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester. 
        Application No. Col/90/0286 (Approved) 
We refer to the above applications which were approved on the 25

th
 June 1990 and write to deal with 

conditions 02 and 03. 
Rayner Developments Ltd have already made contact with Colchester Archaeological Trust, we will 
liaise closely with them, copy letter attached. 
Conditions of designs of foundations can only be fully finalised when the cottages are demolished and 
the Roman wall exposed. However the structural drawings forwarded to the Trust assume the top level 
of the wall to be considerably higher than revealed on site, just in case the height varies. 
The wall will not be encased in any form, where the beams span the wall, a separating membrane will 
be placed, to prevent damage to the wall. 
Whilst writing, we refer to previous correspondence in connection with the approval of minor 
amendments to the “new build elements” of the original approval re: COL/89/1093. We assume that as 
these amendments have now been incorporated on the latest approved plans to: COL/90/0286 and 
CA/COL/90/0095 that this is no longer required, we would appreciate clarification of the point. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the writer if you require any further information. 
Yours faithfully 
John Eggleton 
(Unknown date) 
 
 
Mr J. Eggleton 
Dear John,  
 Thanks for your letter about 80-86 Northgate Street. We had a phone call that the wall was 
exposed so we visited the site and made the necessary record. Everything seems to be fine. 
 With thanks. 
   Yours sincerely, 
   Philip Crummy 
   15/10/90 
 
For the attention of Mr P. Crummy 
Dear Sirs, 
80-86 NORTHGATE STREET, COLCHESTER 
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We write to confirm the writer’s telephone conversation with your office on Thursday 11
th
 October 1990 

advising you that the Roman wall at the above development has been exposed, should you wish to 
inspect. 
Yours faithfully,  
HILLS (COLCHESTER) LTD. 
 
J.M. WOODS 
12/10/90 
Dear Mr Crummy, 
RE: 80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester. 
       Town Wall. 
We refer to our works at the above and enclose for your information, a copy of messrs Hills (Colchester) 
Ltd, construction programme. They will keep you fully informed of timescales for the works, levels have 
already been reduced, this was just a top layer of rubbish. 
If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours sincerely 
John Eggleton 
11/10/90 
 
Director of Planning & Development Services 
Dear Sir, 
   Nos 80-86 Northgate Street 
 Further to my conversation with Mr Button, I confirm that I have discussed the proposed design 
of the foundations for the above with Mr J. Eggleton and can confirm that this should ensure the 
preservation of the wall. I have pointed out (see enclosed copy) that there is the outside possibility that 
there is a rectangular projection on the south side of the wall which, if it exists, would be affected by the 
piles. However, the builders have exposed the south face of the wall in several places and it looks as if 
such a projection is unlikely to exist. We have arranged for the Trust to inspect the holes in the 
pavement as they are dug. 
Yours faithfully 
Philip Crummy 
31/07/90 
Dear Mr Crummy, 
RE: 80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester. 
        Town Wall. 
We refer to the above and enclose a copy letter from Colchester Borough Council, requesting 
confirmation that the foundation design is agreed with you, in terms of bridging over the Town Wall.  
Your urgent attention would be most appreciated. Perhaps you could write direct to the borough with a 
copy to us, to save time. 
Yours sincerely 
John Eggleton 
25/07/90 
 
Dear Sir, 
80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester 
Thank you for your letter of 16

th
 July concerning the above. 

I note that you are liaising closely with the Colchester Archaeological Trust. Please would you let me 
know when you have agreed with the Trust facilities for the recording of archaeological material on site. 
So long as these facilities are provided in the form agreed with the Trust, the condition attached to the 
planning permission will have been complied with. 
I should also be pleased if you would submit your foundation designs to the Archaeological Trust and let 
me know when these have been agreed. I can then confirm that providing the foundations are 
constructed to the approved design Condition No. 3 will have been compiled with. 
I further confirm that the alterations to the previously approved scheme shown on the drawings 
submitted with the recent application, Ref: COL/90/0286, may be treated as a satisfactory minor 
amendment to the approved plans. 
I enclose copies of additional drawings stamped approved. 
Yours faithfully, 
R.D. Button 
Principal Planning Officer 
20/07/90 
Dear Mr Eggleton, 
   80-86 Northgate Street 
 Thank you for the plan and for meeting me on site. I confirm that a watching brief will be 
sufficient to deal with the archaeological implications of the groundworks. We would be grateful therefore 
if you would let us know when the holes in the pavement are dug – a few hours’ notice is sufficient. I 
have checked our plan and can see that there is an outside possibility that there is a rectangular 
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projection on the inner (ie Northgate Street side) of the wall where it passes under the eastern cottages. 
However, if you have indeed found the southern face in your trenches, then there should be no such 
projection. 
 As I explained to you we would prefer it if the wall could be left undisturbed and not exposed. 
We have no desire to record it unless your works necessitate its exposure. 
 With many thanks for your help. 
   Yours sincerely, 
   Philip Crummy 

17/07/90 
 
Dear Mr Crummy 
RE: 80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester. 
        Planning Application Nos. CA/COL/90/0095 
We refer to the above planning applications which were approved on 25

th
 June 1990. 

Condition 02 of planning application ref: COL/90/0286 relates to archaeology, in particular recording of 
the Roman town wall which runs along the Northgate Street frontage. 
I understand that Rayner Developments Ltd, the freeholder of the site have agreed with you to allow 
access to the cottages, as the wall has already been exposed in places, to enable the design of the 
foundations to go ahead. 
 
The keys are held at our office and we would be pleased to meet you on site to show you around. 
We enclose Robert R Leeds’ structural drawings ref: 1140/3A, 5A and 7A, being the sub-structure 
arrangement, designed to span the Roman wall and with suspended ground floors. 
With regards the timescale for the development this should be confirmed by the 20

th
 July and we will 

advise accordingly. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 
Yours sincerely  
John Eggleton 
12/07/90 
Dear Mr Newland 
   80-6 Northgate Street, Colchester 
As you know, we are very concerned to see that the part of the Roman town wall which survives under 
the above row of cottages is left undisturbed during any future redevelopment work. Colchester’s town 
wall is the oldest in the country and is of great archaeological and historical importance. 
 
In our view, an acceptable scheme would be one where a load-bearing structure of some kind is 
constructed to bridge the wall and thus leave it untouched underneath. Clearly this would involve digging 
up the pavement in Northgate Street to form the southern support for the structure. 
Yours sincerely 
Philip Crummy 
 
17/01/90 
Dear Mr Crummy 
NORTHGATE STREET, COLCHESTER 
Thank you for your letter of 5 December with your helpful notes relating to the work that has taken place 
and to the fact that the section of wall which has been exposed is not scheduled. 
As I am sure you know, arrangements have been made for a specialist company to carry out a site 
investigation with bore holes and trial pits, following which Bob Leeds will be preparing his proposals for 
the foundations which will of course include that section which will affect the Roman wall and indicate 
how it can be preserved.  
 
No doubt you will keep in touch with John Eggleton and Bob Leeds in order to keep a watching brief on 
the works as they proceed, and you are of course welcome to examine any excavations to establish 
whether there is any material of interest to you. 
Needless to say, I very much hope that we can meet your requirements without any cause for delay in 
the building programme, and I am sure that, as you say, our investigations to date have been helpful in 
that regard. 
 
I confirm that I have today passed your invoice for payment and you should receive a cheque shortly. 
Yours sincerely 
R. Newland 
 
Dear Mr Newland, 
   Northgate Street, Colchester 
 As you no doubt know, we have finished the exploratory work at Northgate Street and found the 
Roman wall to lie wholly within the site boundaries. Last week I enquired whether or not this part of the 
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wall was really scheduled (you will remember I said to you on the telephone some time ago that I did not 
know) and it turns out that it is not. This means that there is no need to approach English Heritage at all. 
 As explained to Mr Eggleton, all we ask you to do is to design your foundations such that the 
wall is not damaged and confirm these proposals when applying for building regulations. If you can let 
me have details, I will then write to the planners in support. The wall can be reburied of course and built 
over. 
 I hope you will agree that this is a more satisfactory outcome than you expected initially – at 
least in terms of paperwork and possible delay. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to uncover and record the wall. Your cooperation in this matter is 
appreciated. 
 Enclosed is an invoice to cover our expenses which you said you could meet. I trust this is in 
order. 
   Yours sincerely 
   Philip Crummy 
   5/12/89 
Dear Mr Crummy, 
Northgate Street, Colchester 
Further to out telephone conversation yesterday, I confirm, in view of our imminent exchange of 
contracts for the purchase of the above site, having agreed with Windsor Homes that you can be 
permitted access to the site to excavate along the exposed frontage to Northgate Street to establish 
whether any part of the Roman wall is apparent on this site. 
 
I understand that you propose carrying out this work on Thursday, 30 November, and confirm our 
agreement that arrangements will be made with John Eggleton to coordinate your works. 
I look forward with interest to hearing the outcome of your investigation. 
 
I would also appreciate hearing from you with the identity of the appropriate person at English Heritage 
who we would need to contact concerning the outcome of the excavation. 
Yours sincerely 
R. Newland. 
28/11/89 
 
Dear Mr Crummy 
80/86 Northgate Street, Colchester 
Thank you for sending me the extracts from the O.S. map indicating the presence of the Roman wall 
where it affected the development of 70/72 Northgate Street. 
I have consulted those concerned with that development and am hopeful that where there is a slight 
change in the line of the frontages to Northgate Street, the wall will in fact be moving away from the 
properties as it moves towards Rye Gate and will hopefully not affect the development of the site 
formerly occupied by number 80 Northgate Street. 
It is anticipated, however, that we will exchange contracts in respect of the purchase of the site in the 
course of the next working day or two, and immediately thereafter I would propose inviting you and your 
colleagues to investigate the frontage to number 80 to establish whether the wall does in fact encroach 
upon the site. 
 
It is my understanding that if there is evidence of the wall, it will be necessary for us to obtain Scheduled 
Monument Consent to the proposed design of our foundations which would need to avoid any damage 
to the wall. 
 
Conversely I understand that, should you find no evidence of the wall, you would inform the Department 
of the Environment/English Heritage and the need for Scheduled Monument Consent would not 
therefore arise. 
 
In the meantime I would very much appreciate any further information you have concerning the wall, 
particularly from the larger scale plans which I understand you have in your possession. 
Yours sincerely 
R. Newland 
24/11/89 

 

90/11a 

Colchester 
Eld Lane, Baptist Church 
TL 99759 25067 
Carl Crossan 
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December 1990 - January 1991 
 
Watching brief: Roman E-W wall, robbed Roman N-S wall? 18-19 century 
inhumations and brick-lined vault  

 
Groundwork 

The three main foundation trenches for an extension to east wing of church (A, B and C), 
each 0.65m wide, were machine dug to depths of from 2.5 to 3m.  Observation was hindered 
by the frequent collapse of the sides of trenches, necessitating the immediate installation of 
shoring. 
 
Trench A 

In trench A, early levels were disturbed by an extensive complex of post-Roman pits, the 
deepest of which extended down to a loamy sand at the bottom of the trench.  Evidence of 
Roman structures was limited to: (1) the possible E edge of a north-south robber trench, 
consisting of a 3m length of mortar fragments at the bottom of the trench; (2) a 0.65m wide 
intact east-west Roman wall foundation of mortared septaria set into a light brown loamy sand 
at a depth of 2.4m. 
 
The trench cut a row of c. 18th/19th century graves laid along the E boundary of the site, from 
which at least six skulls together with various post-cranial bones were retrieved. 
 
Trench B 

The northern stretch of TB was pitted, with no extant Roman features.  The southern  9.5m of 
this trench was concreted before inspection could be carried out. 
 
Trench C 

Pitting extended to lesser depth of 1.6 to 1.8m.  Below this was a dark brown sandy clay loam 
with a scattering of mortar flecks (to a depth of 1.9m), above a 0.3m thick deposit of similar 
material with traces of burnt daub (dump).  This overlaid a loamy sand (disturbed natural?) 
which extended beyond the bottom of the trench. 
 
Drains 

To the S of the new foundations a drain connection trench was inspected when dug to a depth 
of 1.1m.  The uppermost 0.8m was composed of dark greyish brown sandy loam, merging to 
a featureless dark brown sandy loam.  Opposite the SE corner of the church the trench cut a 
c. 18th/19th century brick lined burial vault containing two coffins. 
 
Underpinning 

Occasional visits were made while underpinning work was carried out beneath the north and 
west walls of the east wing.  The narrow trenches could not be closely inspected for safety 
reasons, but those observed appeared to be pitted to depths of from 3.5 to 4.5m. 
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Fig 1 
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91/6a 
Colchester 
111 High Street (cellar at rear of). Was TSB, now ‘Slug and Lettuce’. 
TL 99766 25232  
Carl Crossan, Sarah Carter 
  
Watching brief – old material in south wall of old cellar 
The new rear extension stands over a cellar, the dimensions and facing 
materials of which were noted before its infilling. Of principal interest was the 
south wall. The bottom 50cms was faced mainly with reused septaria.  
 

  
 
South wall 
Bottom 50cms. Facing mainly of reused septaria (not coursed) with occasional soft 
red brick frags (shapeless, up to 6.5 x 10cm). One wedge-shaped brick (5cm, 
tapering to 3.5cm, 7cm long) possibly a reused arch brick.  
  
Upper part. Similar construction, but with occasional irregularly spaced double course 
of peg-tile 15mm thick. Upper levels neatly coursed at east end. 
 

Cellar subsequently infilled. 
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91/7a 
Colchester  
21 High Street (was Dewhurst, now ‘Impressions’) 
TL 99544 25188 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - Tudor brick cellar 

 

Unclear from site 
notes, but looks 
like a watching 
brief in the cellar 
of 21 High Street. 
Three holes 
seem to have 
been cut through 
cellar floor. Two 
of them, on west 
and east cellar 
sides, are at 
3.6m from the 
frontage wall. 
Total cellar 
dimensions 9.8m 
N-S, 5.5m E-W. 
Bricks in frontage 
wall 8¼ x 1¾ x 4 
inches. This is a 
Tudor brick size.  
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Finds 
X series find no 
507 
 
21 High Street, 
Dewhurst cellar WB, 
91/7A 
 
Brick sample post-
medieval flooring 
brick, conver-
sion.sample brick 
from cellar floor 
 
 

 
 
91/7c  
Colchester 
West Stockwell Street, St Martin’s Church 

TL 99613 25344 

Joe Partridge 

 
HB – I can find no site notes. The text below is from The Colchester Archaeologist 5 (1991-2).  

 
St Martin’s Church…an interesting building with…a fine tower at the west end. Being 
redundant, it was recently used as a small theatre for an amateur theatrical group. 
However it has been acquired by the Essex County Council who are converting it into 
offices. 
 
The alterations are being made in such a way that disturbance to the church and the 
ground below are being minimised. The Trust was asked to carry out some limited [in-
ternal] excavations to provide some information about the depth and character of the ar-
chaeological deposits below the floor. 
 
Although the work was very restricted, sufficient was done to enable some light to be 
thrown on the likely history of the development of the building. Churches are often sub-
ject to quite major alterations during their lives and it has been suggested that St Mar-
tin’s Church started off as a cruciform-shaped church in which in plan a pair of transepts 
form the arms of a cross. Certainly visitors to the building today will see why this sug-
gestion has been made for there are gabled projections in the north and south aisles 
which seem to be echoes of an earlier design. However the excavations showed that 
this could not have been the case and that the original church was of a much more 
modest plan. 

 
Photo below shows a robber trench, F4. Presumably an old wall line later removed. 
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91/11c 
Colchester 
10-16 Vineyard Street 10(rear of Robert’s Pool Club), and rear of 4-6 Short Wyre St 
TL 9984 2501 
J Partridge 
 
Summary: battered face of town wall seen rear of Pool Club  
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 4), from 
which the following summary is taken:  
 

91/11c Robert’s Pool Club, St John’s Street (Fig 10) 
Two small exploratory trenches were dug to the rear of the property. The base of the town 
wall was uncovered in Trench 1. It was battered in the same way as the wall at Lion Walk, 
150 m to the west, where it was shown to be part of a refacing to the town wall of c 1400 
(CAR 3, 84-5). No part of the town wall was found in Trench 2. 
 
Fieldwork: J Partridge. 
Archival photographs: Colchester town wall, 1, 187-90 

 

                                                 
10

  CAR Report 144 erroneously gives this as an address in St Johns Street, which it definitely is not. 
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Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 
to 2000, on behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with 
contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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92/1b 
Colchester 
25 Trinity Street 
TL 99634 25064 
Joe Partridge 
 
Watching brief -  Post-medieval brick features 
Planning permission had been given for the erection of an extension at the back of the 
property - the disturbance of any archaeology present was considered to be minimal? 
Trenches for the building’s footings and drainage had been excavated, these trenches were 
excavated to a maximum depth of 2.4m. There had been a build up of rich dark yellowish 
brown top soil in this area, which rested on the natural sand at a depth of 2.4m. Within this 
thick layer of built up soil were finds, all of a post -medieval date. Early clay pipe bowls 
suggest that much of the activity dated to the early 17th century. 

 
Fig 1 
 
Trench ‘A’ was 1.5 m long, 1.2 m wide, and to a depth of 2.4 m (i.e. natural).  In this area a 
surface of bricks had been uncovered ‘C’, laid in a simple pattern on a layer of light sandy 
yellow mortar.  The brick surface was only one course thick, a sample brick was taken (see 
above for sketch). 
 
Trench B was sited 2 m away from trench A.  The dimensions were 1.10 m in width, 1.14 m in 
length and 2.4 m depth, that is to the depth of the natural. 
 
Trench B had been cut through a brick structure, the contractors believed that the structure 
was square in shape as the other side had been encountered whilst excavating the north 
foundation trench.  Both walls of the structure had rested on the natural sand, the brick and 
mortar were similar to those of the brick surface.   Fourteen courses of bricks had remained 
intact in the NE corner of the trench. 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 150 

 
Fig 2 
 

 

 
Fig 3 
 
The finds were all post-medieval, and included a great deal of clay pipe, pottery, brick, animal 
bone, and possibly some form of ironstone.  This is unusual - not associated with any building 
present, rarely found in Colchester. 
 
The square shaped structure could well have been some form of soak-away.  This would 
explain why there was no bottom, and why it rested directly on the natural. 
 
Photographs were taken.  The owner is Mr Levett, he has taken photographs. 
 

 
X series finds   92/1b   25 TRINITY STREET WB   January 1992 
506 Pot Post-medieval, clay pipe, 

brick, iron, stone?, animal bone  
2 trial holes - both approximately 1.2 x 1.2 and a 
foundation trench.  All finds out of context 
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Fig 4 

 
Fig 5 

 
 
92/1c 
Colchester 
Colchester Castle (internal drain) 
TL 99853 25337 
Joe Partridge 
 
Negative watching brief 
A hole was excavated to a maximum length of 92 cm, breadth of 68 cm and depth of 84cm. 
The cut had been excavated for the original insertion of the brick lined drain cover in the 
1930s.  The excavated hole was entirely of disturbed material. Brick, tile and animal bone 
were noted from the spoil, all post-medieval, probably modern. There was no clay pipe. No 
finds were picked up. 
 
Mark Davies has a copy of this watching brief. 
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Fig 1 Section A 
 

 
Fig 2 Section B 
 

 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 153 

 
 
Fig 3                   Approx position of stanchion hole  
 

 
 

 

92/3a 
Colchester 
Balkerne Hill, Balkerne Gate 
TL 99232 25187 
Simon Garrod 
 
Negative watching brief 
Generally very little damage to the archaeological deposits beneath the 
Balkerne Gate occurred. The connecting trench between A and B (Fig 1) 
followed the line of a previous trench and trench B itself followed the cut of a 
previous trench from 1975. In these areas any disturbance was negligible. 

 

 
Trench A had been located too 
far to the north of the electricity 
cable. As a result a feature 
was unearthed (Fig 2).  
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Fig 1 

 
Fig 2 
 
This layer of very hard, compact material in Trench A was probably a deposit laid 
beneath the Balkerne Gate as some form of foundation or in-fill. The vertical cut 
(shown on the sketch plan – Fig 3) may be attributed to an earlier excavation. No 
finds were in the spoil or section 
 

 
Fig 3 
.  
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Fig 4 trench plotted on pre-Mercury theatre OS 
 

Correspondence: 
To: The Director 
Planning & Development Services,  
Colchester Borough Council 
Dear Sir, 
Balkerne Gate 
Enclosed is a copy of a letter from English Heritage about the Class V consent needed to carry out the 
emergency repairs at the Balkerne Gate last Saturday. Could your contact at Eastern Electricity be 
reminded if need be of the written notification required for Class V consent? This is explained in the 
letter. 
With thanks, 
Yours faithfully, 
Philip Crummy 
 
Dear Mr Kear, 
The Balkerne Gate 
Thanks for your letter about the above and the information about Class V consent. 
The trench proved to be fairly long but mainly followed an older one so little of archaeological interest 
was revealed or destroyed. The course of the open trench is shown on the enclosed extract of the site 
record which we made. 
I have sent a copy of your letter to Barry Rhodes at Colchester Borough Council and asked that he 
makes sure that the Electricity Board know about the necessary written notification. 
With thanks again, 
Yours sincerely 
Philip Crummy 
10/03/92 
 
Dear Mr Crummy,  
THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS (CLASS CONSENTS) ORDER 1981  
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COLCHESTER TOWN WALLS: THE BALKERNE GATE 
1. Thank you for your telephone call this afternoon, informing us of the consultation from the Electricity 
Board following a major power failure in the town yesterday. I understand that the main electricity cable 
which has failed actually crosses through the town walls by way of the Balkerne Gate, which forms part 
of the Scheduled Ancient Monument; and that the Electricity Board were seeking advice on how they 
could best proceed to restore the power supply in time for the weekend, given that the route of the cable 
passes through the scheduled area of the above monument. 
2. In the absence on leave of my colleague Ms Priddy, our Inspector of Ancient Monuments, I conferred 
with our casework manager Mr Hunt, and he has agreed with myself that this is a situation where Class 
Consent might be invoked, to enable the works to go ahead with as little delay as possible, and without 
having to go through the time-consuming procedures of scheduled monument consent.  
3. Please find enclosed for your information therefore a copy of the relevant legislation, which I trust will 
come in useful for future reference. As you can see, Class V consent covers works which are essential 
for the purposes of health or safety, which would appear to apply to the case in question. Please be 
advised that when Class Consent is invoked, the body responsible for the works should give written 
notification both to English Heritage, and to Heritage Division 3 of the Department of the Environment at 
Room C09/06A, 2 Marsham Street, London, SW1P 3EB: since the works are in effect unauthorised, and 
thus whoever agrees that it is necessary to make use of Class Consent must be prepared to justify its 
use, if necessary, in a court of law. Thus the written notification should set out both the nature of the 
proposed works, and demonstrate the reason for such urgency. It is, naturally, to be preferred if some 
sort of arrangements for archaeological monitoring of the groundworks can be made, even when Class 
Consent is considered necessary.  
4. The Department of the Environment should be notified of the intention to use the Consent procedure 
for the works before they are carried out, or as soon as is reasonably possible thereafter; and will in due 
course send written confirmation of their agreement to this course of action, if they are satisfied with the 
case that has been presented to them. 
5. I trust that you will find the above comments of assistance in the present circumstances, and we look 
forward to receiving formal notification of these works in due course.  
Yours sincerely,  
Philip Kear 
06/03/92 
 

 
92/4a 
Colchester 
37 Long Wyre Street (now Beresford’s Estate Agents) 
TL 99826 25034 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - Negative.   
Structural alterations watched by County Historic Buildings Section.  Groundwork 
minimal - one hole dug internally against north boundary wall.  Not inspected 
because building saturated with foul smelling timber preservative. 
 

Correspondence: 
Dear Sirs, 
Re: Royal National Pension Fund for Nurses - 37 Long Wyre Street, Colchester 
We are in receipt of your letter dated 9th April 1992 concerning the above site. 
We can advise that work has commenced on site, the Contractor is: 
Cadman Builders (Colchester) Limited, 
Peartree Road,  
Stanway, 
Colchester,  
Essex, 
CO3 5NW 
Tel: 0206 562474 
We would respectfully suggest that you contact the Contractor to advise of your 
intended visit. By copy of this letter we shall advise them of your intentions, and I am 
sure that they will afford you every opportunity to allow you to carry out your 
inspections. 
Yours faithfully, 
Ray Martin 
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10/04/92 
 
Dear Sirs,  
Archaeological Condition LB/COL/92/0149 
37 Long Wyre Street, Colchester 
We note that your planning application for the refurbishment of the above property has 
recently received consent. 
This site is of archaeological interest because it is situated within the walled part of the 
Roman and medieval town. The proposed cellar repairs and any new groundworks 
needed for the insertion of structural reinforcements may expose features of 
archaeological significance and we should therefore be grateful if you would notify us 
when a date has been fixed for the work to commence so that our field officer may visit 
the property. These visits are solely for the purpose of observation and will not affect 
the progress of the contract. 
We look forward to hearing from you in due course. 
Yours faithfully, 
Carl Crossan 
09/04/92 
 

 
 

92/4d   
Colchester 
Colchester Castle (East Door) 
TL 99882 25327 
Joe Partridge 
 
Watching brief on replacement of staircase to east door 
The old 1930s wooden steps against the east wall of the castle were to be replaced in Phase 
2 restoration. Five holes were excavated by hand in preparation for concrete footings. ‘A’ was 
1.5 m by 1 m and 50 cm deep. B, C, D, E were each 40 cm square and 1 m deep - these 
were to hold the supports for the steps.  See Fig 1 

 
Fig 1 Site plan, insertion of wooden stair case E wall of Castle. 
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Trench A - wall was 20cm from trench.  Finds - clay pipe, pot, tile, mortar, opus signinum, and 
animal bone.  This is recent C19th build up. 
 
Trench B - Dimensions of 40 cm x 40 cm  and 92 cm depth.  At a depth of 48 cm the castle 
footing extends into trial hole. 
 
Trench C - maximum depth of hole was 95 cm.  At this depth the footing extends 35 cm into 
trench. Hole opened up against wall as concrete had been laid against wall, this was broken 
out.  (A membrane shall protect the wall).  Matrix was a mid-yellowish brown sandy loam at 
the bottom of the trial hole.  See ‘schematic’ section. 
 
Trenches D and E - these holes did not affect the footings of the castle in any way.  
D was 92 cm deep, the finds were mostly recent.  Top fill of D – topsoil with (oyster shell, clay 
pipe, pot, tile). Mortar at 92cm in the hole may relate to earlier activities (Gray, Weeley?).  
Hole E was excavated to 90 cm. E stratigraphy: At 70 cm reasonably solid mortar with large 
pieces of tile (and stone) set into it.  Mortar similar to post hole D.  Oyster shell, clay pipe, pot 
(lots of 2 type), tile and modern finds on top of mortar. 

 
 

92/9a 
Colchester 
Sir Isaac’s Walk, rear of 10-16 (now Portal Precinct) 
TL 9958 2503 
Joe Partridge 
 
Negative watching brief on underpinning and groundworks. 
Stables photographed before demolition. 
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Concentration of work in converting existing building was in under-pinning of northwest 
corner, south wall and east wall.  Under-pining did not exceed a depth of 50 cm.  Trenches 
within the building (shop 3) were also shallow and narrow.  Finds of a dogs mandible and 18th 
century pot, no clay pipe.  Exposed trenches only revealed a post-medieval build up of mid 
grey brown sandy loam - there were traces of mortar in this. 
 
Foundation trenches for the building to be constructed were less than 1m deep. They 
revealed a similar build-up of mid greyish brown soil with no evidence of features (see below). 
 
Insertion of 2 drains [running N from Sir Isaac and one branching to NE] - see plan.  Not 
exceeding depth of 1.20 m.  No Roman disturbed. 
 
30/11/1992  Foundation for west wall of shop 1 open.  1 m deep.  0.4 m very dark grey brown 
sandy loam above similar material with mottles of mid brown sandy clay loam and more 
mortar flecks.   Nothing of significance. 
 
SUMMARY:  Groundworks revealed no archaeologically significant features.  Stables were 
photographed before demolition. 
 
 

Notes: 
13/07/92: First visit. Site agent Mervyn Sexton. No groundworks for a week or so. 
15/07/92: Photographed stables, 2 shots each, black and white and colour. Demolition 
about to begin.  
22/07/92: Visited. 2 weeks before groundworks due to start, but uncertainty over 
structural condition of stables. Probably meeting in near future to discuss revised 
structural plan.  
Aug.-Sept.: Visited by Joe P. See separate notes. 
30/11/92: West foundation for shop 1 dug. 0.4m sandy loamy topsoil above very mixed 
material with a slightly higher clay content.  

 
Correspondence: 
Dear Mr Crossan, 
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester 
Further to our telephone conversation this morning, we confirm that work on the above site will 
commence on Monday 13th July 1992. The main contractor is Brooks & Wood Limited, the site 
agent being Mervyn Sexton. 
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We understand that you will visit the site on Monday 13th and we have advised the contractor 
accordingly. 
Yours sincerely, 
Stephen R. Gillett 
06/07/92 
 

 

 
 
 

Dear Sir,  
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester 
Planning Approval No. COL/91/1340 
We refer to Mr R.D. Button's letter, reference C/RDB/JP/2.6, dated 2nd July 1992. 
We have contacted Mr C. Crossan of Colchester Archaeological Trust Limited who advises that 
as a result of previous discussions with him and the recent excavation of trial holes which he 
attended, he is satisfied that we have agreed facilities for archaeological recordings. 
We therefore trust that this satisfies condition 6 of the Planning Permission. 
Yours faithfully   Stephen R. Gillett   06/07/92 
 
Dear Peter  
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester-Trial Hole Investigation Adjacent to Existing Barn 
Further to our visit to the above site on Friday 22 May 1992, to inspect 3 No. trial holes adjacent 
to the existing barn, we confirm the following:- 
1. At the location of the trial holes the barn is constructed on either spread brick or concrete 
foundations, the underside of which being 460-600mm below ground level bearing directly onto 
the old town fill. 
2. Mackintosh probe tests on the sandy fill gave the following readings:- 
48, 23 and 41 which indicates safe bearing pressures of 210, 90 and 170KN/square                                          
meter. 
For design purposes a safe gross bearing pressure of 50 KN/square meter has been used in the 
calculations ie. a net increase at 500mm below ground level of 42 KN/square meter. 
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3. Due to the greater depth of the foundations on the existing barn, than originally envisaged, we 
confirm that we discussed this point with Mr Crossan, Assistant Director of the Colchester 
Archaeological Trust and he stated that they would have no objections to the new underpinning 
foundation for the barn extending locally to 325mm below the existing walls. This will make the 
maximum overall depth, below existing ground to approximately 925mm but locally to the 
perimeter walls only. 
4. At the location of the trial hole, to the left of the front entrance, a 150mm diameter pipe was 
found with the crown of the pipe being approximately 580mm below ground level. 
Further investigation of this pipe is required with some urgency in order for us to modify our 
design for the raft foundation for the existing barn.  
We trust that the above is self explanatory, however, should you require any additional 
information please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours sincerely,   Richard Gray     27/05/92 
 
Dear Sir,  
COL/91/1340; 
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk 
Thank you for your letter of 14th July, in response to which we confirm that we have agreed 
satisfactory arrangements with the developers for archaeological recording at the above site. 
Yours faithfully,   Carl Crossan   17/07/92 
 
Dear Sir,  
COL/91/1340; 
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester 
I enclose a copy of a letter relating to the above and should be pleased if you would confirm that 
arrangements for recording archaeological material have been agreed with the developer. 
Yours faithfully,  R.D. Button   14/07/92 
 
Dear Sir, 
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester 
Planning Approval No. COL/91/1340 
We refer to Mr R.D. Button's letter, reference C/RDB/JP/2.6, dated 2nd July 1992. 
We have contacted Mr C. Crossan of Colchester Archaeological Trust Limited who advises that 
as a result of previous discussions with him and the recent excavation of trial holes which he 
attended, he is satisfied that we have agreed facilities for archaeological recordings. 
We therefore trust that this satisfied condition 6 of the Planning Permission. 
Yours faithfully   Stephen R. Gillett   06/07/92 
 
Dear Sir, 
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester 
With reference to Planning Permission, COL/91/1340, would you please be advised that trial 
holes are due to be excavated, in the positions indicated on the enclosed sketch 229/SK53, on 
Friday 22nd May commencing at approximately 8.00 am. We understand that these holes are not 
likely to be deeper than approximately 1m and that they should be ready for viewing at about 
9.30 am. 
You may wish to inform your archaeological colleagues. 
We look forward to receiving your reply regarding our proposals to demolish the garden wall 
along the north boundary of the site and other details, and we also hope to hear from you 
regarding the Grant Application. 
Yours faithfully,  
Peter S. Scott 
attached to above letter: 
22/05/92: Inspected three trial holes in stable block. Locations noted on attached plan. All three 
holes dug to depths of 0.8m to 0.9m with the aim of establishing the depths of the stable wall 
foundations. The existing wall foundations were found to be c. 0.6m deep. It is the engineer's 
intention to underpin the walls with a 0.25 concrete footing, bringing the overall depth of 
foundation trenches to 0.85m, amended to 0.925m. 
18/05/92 
 
Dear Sir,  
Proposed Development, Land at Rear of 10-16 Sir Isaacs Walk, Colchester - Planning 
Application COL/91/1340 
I refer to the above application which was subject to a condition requiring the position of all foul 
and surface water drainage and other services, where they are below ground level, to be agreed 
with the Council, before they are laid. The reason for this condition, which was composed at your 
request, was to ensure that these ground works do not damage archaeological remains. 
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The applicant's architect has now furnished me with drawings of the proposed drainage layout 
and I should be pleased if you would liase direct with Scott and Masters on this matter. Please let 
me know when you are satisfied with the proposed drainage works and I shall formally write to 
the applicant to confirm that the planning condition has been adequately complied with. 
Yours faithfully,  R.D. Button  25/02/92 
 
Dear Sir,  
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester 
Planning Approval No. COL/91/1340 
We enclose a preliminary copy of our drainage layout and a cross section through the site 
indicating the probable invert levels.  
The foundations dictate that the soil and ventilation pipe connections to inspection chambers run 
underneath rather than passing through the mass concrete, as this is a more economical and 
constructionally straightforward method. 
With reference to condition no. 05 of the Planning Approval, we would be pleased to hear 
whether you consider these preliminary details to be acceptable in order that we can progress the 
working drawings. 
Also enclosed is a copy of the survey drawing (SIW/12) which may be of assistance. 
Yours faithfully,   Stephen R. Gillett   20/02/92 
 
Dear Sirs, 
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester 
Thank you for your letter dated 16th January following the granting of Planning Permission for 
various works to be carried out at the above site. 
This scheme is not likely to be started for several months but we will keep you informed as soon 
as a contract commencement date is decided. 
Yours faithfully,  Peter S. Scott   17/01/92 
 
Dear Mr Scott,  
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk 
Further to Philip Crummy's letter of 22nd November, we note that your proposals for the above 
site have received planning consent. Since we would like to keep a routine watching brief on the 
groundworks, we should be most grateful if you would notify us when a date has been fixed for 
the contract to commence. 
With thanks, yours sincerely  Eleanor Clark  PP Carl Crossan   16/01/92 
 
Dear Sir, 
COL 91/1345 & 1340: 10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester 
I have discussed the proposed earthworks for the above with Mr P. Masters of Scott & Masters, 
and he has provided me with a schedule and plan (copy enclosed) giving details of these. 
Archaeological excavations in the surrounding area indicate the high probability of well-preserved 
Roman remains on this site, but we feel that these should survive the proposed works relatively 
intact. Therefore we feel that the standard archaeological condition should be applied to consent 
if this is forthcoming with a view to carrying out a watching brief. If possible, consent should be 
conditional on these specifications being followed. 
With thanks for your help in this matter. 
Yours faithfully  Philip Crummy   22/11/91 
 
Dear Peter, 
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk 
Thank you for the plan and details of prepared groundworks. I have written today to the Planning 
Department saying that in my opinion your proposals will have a minimal impact on any 
archaeological remains in the area. 
I am pleased that this will be the case and, in the event of the application receiving consent, look 
forward to hearing from you about the watching brief in due course. 
Yours sincerely   Philip Crummy  22/11/91 
 
Dear Philip,  
10-16 Sir Isaac's Walk, Colchester 
We refer to our telephone conversation today regarding the current Town Planning Application, 
reference COL/91/1340, for the partial redevelopment of the above site.  
Since the telephone conversation we have spoken to our Consulting Engineer and he states that 
it is anticipated that the ground floors of all the buildings will be constructed with reinforced 
concrete rafts which should be at a depth of approximately 600mm to the underside of the 
concrete below ground level, in order to achieve a suitable bearing and degree of frost protection. 
We enclose a plan of the development showing the buildings and a tentative scheme for foul and 
surface water drainage. The lines of these drains could or course be varied if any archaeological 
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matter is discovered when they are being constructed to a depth not exceeding approximately 
750 below ground level. Other services could be at a shallower depth. 
Would you please confirm to us and to the Planning Authority that you have no objection to these 
proposals for archaeological reasons. 
There would be no objection of course to you or your staff carrying out inspections of the site 
when excavations are taking place. 
Yours sincerely, 
Peter S. Scott 
21/11/91 

 

 
 
 
 
92/9b 
Colchester  
Colchester Castle grounds – electricity cable trenches  
TL 99868 25275 
Joe Partridge 
 
Negative watching brief on electricity cable trenches around S and SW sides of 
castle 
 

 
Fig 1 Location of holes dug for cable 
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Fig 2 – Hole A section (0.65 x1.80m, 0.70m deep) 
 
Hole A stratigraphy 
L1 – Light greying brown sandy loam (topsoil). 
L2 – Thin spread of mortar, very light yellow sand, maximum width 8cm. 
L3 – Dark reddish brown -hogging? Maximum width 9cm. 
L4 – Depth 57cm – mortar and chalk? 
 
Finds of peg tile, oyster shell etc.  
Beneath L4 is a mid yellowish brown soil – colour from high content of peg tile. Top of L5 at 
67cm depth.   

 

 
Fig 3 – Hole B section (0.96 x1.38m, 0.80m deep) 
 
Hole B stratigraphy 
L1 – Topsoil 
L2 – Dark yellowish brown sandy loam, some tile and mortar. 
L3 – Spread of peg tile, occasional mortar and coal. Some oyster shell.  
L4 – Cleaner light greenish brown sandy loam. Some course components, colour similar to 
L2. Oyster shell, reused Roman Tile? Early brick, septaria in spoil, plus pot, lots of tile and 
brick chippings.  
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Fig 4 – hole C section 
 
Hole C stratigraphy 
L1 – Light greying brown sandy loam – clean – topsoil. 
L2 – Light greying brown sandy loam, high content of Roman tile, modern brick, oyster, 
mortar, also broken up tarmac. 
L3 – hogging reddish brown – patchy. 
L4 – Cleaner greyish brown sand loam. 
 
West trench edge lines up with edge of old tarmac path. Spoil heap finds of oyster, tarmac, 
chips of Roman tile, mortar, concrete i.e. disturbed from removal of path. 
 
Hole D 0.90×0.60m, 0.75m deep 
L1 – Light greyish brown sandy loam topsoil.  
L2 – Yellowish brown sandy loam mixed with some tile mortar and concrete fragments.  
 
X series finds 
575 03/09/1992 

 
Colchester Cas-
tle  

Prob 
92/9B 

Pot (green glazed 
pot)  
16th-17th century 

Castle electricity cable 
trench 

 
 

93/2d 
Colchester 
Headgate, Bull Public House (rear of) 
TL 99370 24958 
Carl Crossan 
 
Negative watching brief  
16/02/1993 First visit.  One shallow trench dug inside north end of garage lockup (trench 1).  

Torch needed to see trench.  Spoil heap includes oyster and brick.  
 
Correspondence: 
Dear Sir, 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 166 

LB/COL/92/1182: Rear of The Bull, Headgate 
We can confirm that the applicant for the above-named proposal has satisfied condition no. 04 of the planning 
approval. Yours faithfully, Carl Crossan  04/02/93 
 
Dear Mr Crummy, 
RE: PROPOSED OFFICE DEVELOPMENT, BUILDINGS TO THE REAR OF THE BULL PUBLIC HOUSE, 

HEADGATE, COLCHESTER. REF LB/COL/92/1182 

Further  to our recent telephone conversation please find enclosed… drawings… there will be minimal excavation of 
trenches as the intention is to build a number of walls off of a reinforced concrete slab. Also, no demolition is 
proposed until slab and retaining walls have been formed to help prevent settlement of adjoining structures. The 
contractor proposes to start 15th February 1993. I would be grateful if you could confirm what action is necessary, if 
any, to release the condition 4 of the above approval. Yours sincerely  Mark Perkins 27/01/93 
 
Dear Miss Martin, 
Bull Yard Development Method Statement 
The site is to be developed with a building which will be of similar appearance to the existing semi derelict storage 
buildings which are to be demolished. The rear of the existing buildings forms a retaining wall to the gardens of 
properties in Crouch Street and the integrity of this wall must be maintained during the demolition and reconstruction. 
The following engineering solution has been adopted: - It is proposed to construct a new reinforced concrete support 
system to the rear wall inside the existing buildings before demolition commences in accordance with engineering 
details prepared by J Powlesland Consulting Engineer and shown on drawing No. 5567-001, December 1992.  After 
this work is completed the buildings will be scaffolded out and demolished by hand from the roof downwards. When 
the demolition is complete the existing foundations will be removed and be replaced with new strip concrete footings 
all as J. Powlesland details. The remainder of the construction will then proceed as a normal brick and timber 
building. The working area will be enclosed with a 2.4m high hoarding for protection of the works and to keep the 
public at a safe distance. Vehicular access to the Public House cellar will be maintained. No obstruction to the public 
highway is anticipated. 
Yours sincerely  T. Langdon Giles  19/01/9 
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93/11e 
Colchester 
Northgate Street, Sargeant's Engineering Works 
TL 9971 2551 
Carl Crossan 
  

 
 
Evaluation - Deep post-medieval soils masking possible Roman layers 
including metalling 
 
Background 
The site lies within the walled Roman town within the NW part of Insula 5, an urban 
block which occupied the region between the Roman theatre and the north wall of the 
town. It is currently the subject of a redevelopment proposal which will involve lowering 
the southern part of the site by up to 1.5m to form a terrace, followed by construction of 
houses on piles and ground beams (restricted in depth to avoid a high local water 
table).  
 
The Evaluation 
To assess the archaeological implications of the proposal three small trenches were 
excavated (plan above). The trench stratigraphy was as follows: 
 
Trench 1 
Width: 1m 
Length: 1m 
Depth: 1.1m 
 

L1 – 0.25m. Asphalt and two layers of concrete above brick hardcore.  
L2 – 0.85m. Very dark greying brown sandy loam with occasional small tile fragment, 
including peg tile, and rare minute oyster flecks. 
L3 – At limit of excavation. A compacted layer composed mainly of small stone with 
occasional septaria and Roman tile fragments resting and embedded in the surface. 
Ground water entered the trench at this point, submerging L3. 

 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 168 

Trench 2  
Width (E-W): 1.1m 
Length (N-S): 0.93m 
Depth: 12.5m 
 

L1 – 0.15m Asphalt above brick hardcore. 
L2 – 0.47m. Very dark greyish brown sandy loam with occasional oyster shell and 
minute tile fragments. 
L3 – 0.63m and continuing beyond limit of excavation. Similar material to L2 but lighter 
in colour and slightly higher content of oyster and tile.  

 
Trench 3 
Width: 1.05m 
Length: 2.2m (upper part), 1m (lower part) 
Depth: 2.3m 
 
Safety considerations prevented manual cleaning and close in-situ examination of the lower 
levels exposed in this trench. 
 

L1 – 0.2m. Topsoil, coal dust, mortar and brick rubble.  
L2 – 0.9m. Very dark greying brown sandy loam with occasional small fragments of 
yellowish brown mortar and rare minute tile fragments. 
L3 – 0.4-0.5m. Light brown sandy clay loam with common mid to dark brown sandy 
loam mottles, occasional small fragments of yellowish brown mortar and rare minute tile 
fragments. 
L4 – 0.1m. Similar to L3, but with a high content of yellowish brown Roman mortar 
fragments, some plastered and painted white; also common shell fragments of Roman 
tile and one small piece of op sig. 
L5 – 0.12m. Olive-tinged brown sandy clay loam containing rare minute fleck of mortar. 
L6 – 0.15m. Light brown sandy clay loam.  
L7 – 0.4m. Olive-tinged brown sandy clay loam. 
L8 – 0.05m Exposed at limit of excavation. Mixed light brown loamy sand and pale grey 
silty clay. Spoil heap samples (possibly contaminated) contained very rare minute 
fragments (1-2mm) of tile and a trace of fibrous root-like material. 

 
Interpretation 
The thick layer of dark soil (L2 in all three trenches) is a post-Roman accumulation of limited 
archaeological value other than as an indicator of local non-occupation for certain periods in 
the town's history. In T2 the lower levels consisted of a slightly lighter variant of this material 
but in the absence of datable inclusions it was not possible to establish the significance or 
date ranges of the respective levels.  
 
In T1 the feature of principal interest was L3, a compact stony layer with Roman building 
material resting and embedded in its surface. Flooding prevented further investigation but this 
appears to represent relatively early metalling, possibly Roman. 
 
In T3 the dark post-Roman soil (L2) sealed deposits containing destruction debris from 
Roman buildings in which re-usable material such as stone was noticeably absent (L3, L4). 
These layers would be consistent with established phase early medieval robbing of Roman 
buildings. The underlying layers (L5-L7) appear to be spread of dumped material, sealing a 
mixed deposit of clay and sand (L8) which lay at the limit of excavation. An excavated sample 
of this layer was found to contain rare minute fragments of tile, which suggests the possible 
presence of further Roman levels at a greater depth than examined on this occasion.  
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94/1a 
Colchester 
22 and 22a Northgate Street 
TL 99493 25515 
S Benfield. 
 
Summary: battered face of town wall seen rear of Pool Club  
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 2), from which the 
following summary is taken:  
 

94/1a nos 22 and 22a Northgate Street (Fig 3) 
The south part of nos 22 and 22a Northgate Street is built on the buried remains of the 
Roman town wall. This caused subsidence and cracking in the house, and the Roman 
wall was uncovered during underpinning and other remedial works. 
 
The wall proved to be well preserved to its full width, with no robbing of either face and 
with part of an interval tower on the south side. Like most of the other towers known so 
far, it lines up neatly with the centre-line of the north-south street to the south. 
 
The wall was exposed in two rooms, and difficulty was experienced in getting the plans 
in both rooms to line up properly. As a result, there is a discrepancy in the width of the 
wall as shown in section (2.60 m) and on plan (2.66 m). On balance, the section seems 
more likely to be correct. 
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Photos of exposed wall and facing (above is the angle between wall and tower) 
 

Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, 
on behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C 
Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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CAT Report 144  fig 3 
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94/1b 
Colchester 
Castle Park (public conveniences opposite boating lake) 
TL 99780 25553 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - town ditch fill? 
 

 
 
 
Disabled toilets. 
Foundation trench, 0.7m wide, 1 m deep 
 
Stratigraphy: 
Asphalt and hogging 12 cm 
Dark brown sandy loam, light scatter of very small brick fragments, white mortar, rare 
charcoal flecks, very mixed - dump. 55 cm 
Very dark greying brown sandy loam with occasional small medieval brick/tile frag-
ments (possibly trampled) 25 cm to bottom of ditch 
At north end where not cut by modern pipes,  similar to (2) but with high content red-
dish brown clay - burnt daub - no brick/tile lumps visible, 7 cm. 
 
A 3m x 2m extension to north side of WC block involved excavation of 0.7m wide wall 
foundation trenches to a depth of 1m.  The lowest 0.25m of the trench contained a 
rich, almost black, soil (L4) with no inclusions other than an occasional small 
fragment of red brick and tile visible in the trench bottom.  Since no brick/tile 
fragments could be seen in the trench section at that depth, these inclusions were 
assumed to be trampled contamination from one of the overlying deposits. 
 
Between the dark soil and the modern asphalt surface was a 0.55m thick deposit of 
dark brown sandy loam (L2) containing a scattering of very small red brick fragments 
with occasional white mortar lumps and rare charcoal flecks. In places this sealed a 
7cm thick layer of similar material with a high red brick/tile content (L3) which in turn 
sealed the dark soil at the bottom of the trench. 
 
Firm interpretation is impossible due to the limited dimensions of the excavation and 
an absence of good datable inclusions. The dark soil (L4) may be town ditch fill or 
simply an accumulation of topsoil. Although differing in content, layers 2 and 3 seem 
likely to belong to the same phase of post-Roman dump/make-up and may be 
relatively modern. 
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94/2b  
Colchester 
Balkerne Hill, Hole in the Wall pub 
TL 99247 25203 
Stephen Benfield 
 

 

COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 

Excavations to the rear of 
the ‘Hole in the Wall’ Public House, Colchester 

February 1994 

  
SUMMARY 
In relation to the Roman town, the site lies approximately 8m to the rear of the Balkerne Gate 
over the northern part of the crossing of the main east-west road and a smaller street running 
behind the wall circuit. 
 
Excavation was carried out to the rear of the premises to assess the archaeological impact of 
a proposed extension to the existing building. Two small trenches were excavated to depths 
of 1.2m and 1.9m. Road metalling of the Roman streets was encountered at a depth of 1.8m 
and consisted of gravel with some tile fragments and larger stones. Above this about 0.5m of 
Roman deposits had accumulated in the late 3rd to 4th centuries comprising of banded layers 
of dark earth and light sand with quantities of oyster shells, broken pottery and tiles. This 
represents an accumulation of rubbish over the former street surface. 
 
Above lay a thick band of dark soil about 0.8m deep which had built up from cultivation in the 
post-Roman period. This was sealed by modem levels 0.4m deep resulting from a mix of 
building debris and make-up from the mid 18th century onwards. Over the western area these 
layers were covered by a thin gravel surface of 19th-century date. 
 
Archaeological Summary 
Two small trenches (A & B) were excavated, of which only one (A, situated further from the 
building) was able to penetrate to the Roman road surfaces at about 1.8m below modern 
ground level. The Roman street metalling (L16) was seen essentially only in plan and con-
sisted of gravel (sand and medium stone). 
 
Sealing this surface was a series of deposits about 0.5 m thick formed of three main layers 
(L15, 14, 13) which in section appeared to comprise a larger number of distinct horizons. Im-
mediately above the street surface was a band of dark sandy loam with patches of gravel and 
finer sand (L15). This had a distinct greenish hue from decayed organic matter, and contained 
abundant whole oyster shells, with quantities of animal bone and medium sized tile frag-
ments. Layers 14 and 13 were a mix of slightly silty sandy loam and fine light sand. In 
layer 14 the sand predominated, while in L13 above, it was the lesser element. Both con-
tained frequent whole oyster shells with some whelk and cockle, animal bone and tile frag-
ments. A feature seen only in section and interpreted as a pit cut both these layers and former 
root channels or small animal burrows had also penetrated them from the layer above. Pot-
tery from these deposits would indicate that they accumulated in the later 3rd or earlier 4th 
century. However there is nothing in the assemblage which would necessarily indicate the 
later date rather than the earlier. Also there are no late shell-tempered vessels or Oxford red 
colour coat products which would be indicative of a date in the later 4th century. Both of these 
are present in the overlying layer (L11). 
 
The nature of these deposits indicate the dumping and accumulation of refuse. This clearly 
represents a disuse of this area of the Roman street as a thoroughfare (any traffic would have 
crushed the oyster shells and broken the larger pottery sherds). This is not surprising in rela-
tion to the Balkerne Gate which is effectively blocked in the later 3rd century [CAR 3, p.l7 & 
18] and the surface of the street metalling is at the same level as the base of the gate block-
ing. However it also represents an obstacle to the free passage of the north-south street.  
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Above this refuse deposit there is a distinct change in the archaeology indicative of cultiva-
tion. A band of dark silty sandy loam (L11) contains much the same material as the refuse 
deposit but in smaller quantities. The material is also more fragmented except for the tile 
pieces which are generally larger. No material except for Roman was retrieved from this layer, 
the pottery indicating a date in the late 4th century (350+). This matrix also appears to fill the 
probable pit and the root holes/burrows cutting into the layers below. Layer 11 would also cor-
respond with the lowest section of Trench B which also produced a similar Roman assem-
blage (lower spit L9). Although these blend into the post-Roman cultivation and accumulation 
there are some distinct differences in the nature of the material in these layers from that 
above, and it is possible that they represent an episode of cultivation in the late Roman or 
early post-Roman period. 

 
Layer 11 forms the lowest 0.20m of a thick accumulation of cultivated dark sandy loam some 
0.70m deep which contains occasional fragments of peg tile, clay pipe and oyster shell to-
gether with pottery which dates from medieval to mid 18th century plus. All of this post-
Roman and post-medieval ceramic material was recovered from the upper part of L9 in 
Trench B, Trench A producing only Roman finds. However it is certain that layers 10 and up-
per L9 are equivalent, and peg tile and slate can be seen in the section of Trench A. These 
layers had also been disturbed by animal burrows and root complexes. The area can clearly 
be seen as open ground on maps dating between 1610 and 1650 [CAR 9 Fig 7.7]. 
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This long episode is brought to a close by layers of make-up and the dumping of building de-
bris (bricks, tiles and slate) dating from the later l8th or earlier 19th century, and most likely 
connected with work associated with the ‘Hole in the Wall’ Public House. Over the western 
area of the excavation this was sealed by a thin gravel metalling. Presumably the remains of 
a former pub yard dating from the earlier 19th century or later. 
 
Development implications 
The results from the exploratory trench on the site for the proposed lobby indicate that foun-
dations for load-bearing walls and any associated groundworks exceeding 1.3 metres in 
depth will disturb archaeologically sensitive deposits. From the location of the extension and 
the stratigraphy encountered at that point, disturbance is likely to be limited to Roman road 
metalling and deposits of late Roman debris. 
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94/3a 
Colchester 
Rear of 21 North Hill 
TL 99400 25477 
H Brooks 
 
Evaluation: Roman floors sealed by demolition debris and cut by medieval pits. 
Thetford ware sherds 
 

 

COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST: FIELD PROJECTS 
 
Excavation to rear of 21 North Hill, Colchester 
 
March 1994 
Commissioned by Heritage Planning  
for Southburn Property Co.  
 
Summary 
Excavations revealed a sequence of Roman, medieval and post-medieval activity on the site. 
No prehistoric or Saxon material was present. 
 
Two Roman floor levels, at 0.45m and 0.8m below present site level, each sealed by a layer 
of demolition debris. Both floors were cut by a large, early medieval pit. Subsequently, in the 
post-medieval period, topsoil formed over the Roman debris, and was disturbed (by 
cultivation?). In the later 20

th
 century, construction of a remaining wall and a car park have 

respectively cut through all the earlier material, and caused several soil layers to be dumped 
on top of it. 
 
A large quantity of residual Roman material was recovered, including opus signinum and 
tesserae. The only finds of any intrinsic important were a few sherds of Thetford Ware.  
 
Description of Excavation 
A trench measuring 1×1m was laid out in the position shown on fig 1. The original plan was to 
position it 30cm farther to the west, but it was relocated to avoid having cut through the 
concrete yard floor, or the brick and breeze-block wall (F3). 
 
Layer 1 (the make up for the modern car park) which only covered the east edge of the 
trench, was removed swiftly. This revealed L2, an obvious recent skim of topsoil which had 
probably been put there for mainly cosmetic reasons, and probably at the time when the 
present retaining wall (F3) was built. The removal of L2 revealed L3, a cindery topsoil which 
was also dumped recently on the west edge of the site, although the fact that it was cut by the 
construction trench (F2) for the present wall (F3) means that it slightly pre-dates it.  
 
After the removal of L3, L4 was revealed – the first deposit which was not of obviously very 
recent origin. This is probably the old topsoil on the site before more recent activity (i.e. layers 
1-3, F2-3), and is post-medieval in date. The removal of L4 exposed the highest Roman 
deposits (L10 and L5) 
 
Layer 10 was a band of clay with Roman brick fragments, and was much more obvious in 
section than it was in excavation. It overlay L5, a thin (1cm) layer of crumbly Roman mortar. 
L5 did not really have a “surface” as such, but had all the appearances of being the abraded 
base of a mortar floor. It is interesting that several plain red tesserae (floor mosaic cubes) 
were recovered from the trench. To suggest that L5 is the base of what was a plain red 
tessellated floor is to go beyond the excavated evidence, but this possibility cannot be 
discounted. Under layer 5 were two contexts which were left in-situ in the trench. The first was 
L8 a band of topsoil with mortar lumps and Roman brick fragment. This probably represents 
some sort of demolition activity on or near to the site, and the use of the debris to level up the 
site before laying of the floor (layer 5). 
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Underneath L8 was L9, a very firm band of brown clay which was almost certainly earlier 
Roman floor level. It might be sensible to suggest that the building whose floor was L9 was 
demolished, and its remains (i.e. L8) were used as a base for the next floor (L5) which was 
presumably part of a building which replaced the earlier one. The large quantity of Roman 
brick, tile and mortar from this trench is consistent with several phases of demolition and 
rebuilding, notwithstanding the fact that some of the disturbance may have been caused after 
the Roman period.  
 
To return to the situation after removal of L4, the contexts which have just been described 
(L10, 5, 8, 9) were all truncated on their western sides. It was very difficult to judge, in the 
small trench, whether they were cut by a large pit, or merely sealed by a succession of layers. 
For this reason a preliminary photo was taken with the label F1 (and see figure 3), but the 
layers were individually number L6 and L7. With hindsight, it is probably correct that there is 
large medieval pit F1 which cuts layer 10, 5, 8 and 9, and that the excavated layers 6 and 7 
are in fact its fills. Layer 7 goes deeper than the required excavation depth (1m) so there is 
more of it below the excavated trench depth. Despite the large quantity of Roman material 
recovered from these contexts, they are dated (i.e. F1 is dated) by early medieval pottery, 
including Thetford Ware, to the 11th to 12th centuries.  
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History of site 
As far as it is possible to judge from a small trench, the following sequence of events may be 
suggested (Roman A-C does not imply strict dating, it is merely a sequence). 
 
Roman (A) 
There was an early Roman building on the site, known only by its clay floor (L9). 
 
Roman (B) 
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The building was demolished (producing debris L8) and a new floor L5 was laid (in a new 
building?). 
 
Roman (C)  
The new floor was covered by demolition debris (L10), and the building went out of use. 
 
Early medieval 
A large pit (F1 – containing fills L6, L7) was dug through earlier Roman deposits. Although it 
cannot be demonstrated here, the probability is that this was a pit dug into the garden behind 
a Medieval house on the North Hill frontage. The occurrence of a few sherds of Thetford 
Ware, also previously located at both 17 and 49 North Hill (Crummy 1981, 39 and fig 29), 
confirms early Medieval activity in this area. 
 
Post-medieval 
A depth of topsoil (L4) accumulated over the site. Although it may be Medieval in origin, L4 
contains post-medieval material, and so was disturbed and/or added to in post-Medieval 
times. 
 
Later 20

th
 Century 

A layer of topsoil (L3) was dumped on the west edge of the site, presumably against the 
previous retaining wall. 
 
Subsequently, the retaining wall was rebuilt (as F3) in a construction trench F2. F3 is of one 
built with the present yard surface to the rear of 21 North Hill. A thin layer of topsoil L2 was 
spread over the site, and a car park foundation L1 was laid on top of it.  

 
Fig 4  sketch section of south face of trench 
 

References 
Crummy, Philip 1981 Aspects of Anglo-Saxon and Norman Colchester. Colchester 

Archaeological Trust Report 1. Council for British Archaeology 
Research Report 39 

Cunningham, 
Carol 

1985 Post-Medieval sites and their pottery: Moulsham Street, Chelmsford. 
Chelmsford Archaeological Trust Report 5. Council for British 
Archaeology Report 54. 
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Appendix 1 
Correlation of 1994 excavated with 1989 observations. 
 
In 1989 Carl Crossan carried out a preliminary investigation of the suite by means of six 
machine cut trenches. His Trench 2 was quite close to the 1994 trench, and is marked on fig 
1. Despite the fact that the site level has changed since then, it was possible to locate the 
brick course from which 1989 site levels had been measured. 
 
Notes on the 1989 trench are here followed by 1994 comments in italics. 
 
35cm of topsoil (broadly equivalent to 1994 layers 3-4) 
6cm layer – top of Roman deposits (no specific match – 1994 layer 10?) 
34cm layer – layers of alternating sandy loam/silty loam. Make-up (no specific match – 1994 
layer 10?) 
1cm mortar floor – (apparently good match -1994 layer 5) 
 

 
Fig 5: sketch section of east face of trench 
 
 
Appendix 2 
Context list and soil descriptions  
 

Context list 
Number Description Cut/seals Period 

F1 Pit? L5 Medieval 

F2 Construction trench L2-L5 20
th

 Century 

F3 Wall (in F2) 20
th

 Century 

L1 Car park surface L2 20
th

 Century 

L2 Topsoil L3 20
th

 Century 

L3 Dumped topsoil L4 20
th

 Century 

L4 Disturbed topsoil L10, L6-7 Post-Medieval 

L5 Abraded mortar floor? L8 Roman 

L6 Lens in L7  Medieval 

L7 Layer (or fill of F1?) L8 Medieval 

L8 Dump/demolition debris L9 Roman 

L9 Clay floor?  Roman 

L10 Demolition debris L5 Roman 
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Soil descriptions 
L1 – Smashed Victorian brick in 7.5yr strong brown gravelly clay matrix. 
L2 – 10yr 3/2 very dark grey brown humic topsoil with 5% brick fragments. 
L3 – 10yr 2/2 very dark brown humic topsoil with about 20% admixture of cinders/coke frags 
and up to 5% each of small rounded stones with bits of ~Roman brick/tile. 
L4 – 10yr 3/2 very dark greyish brown humic topsoil with 2-5% small stones and frags of 
Roman brick. Occasional large tegula fragment. 
L5 – 10yr 6/6 brownish yellow sandy mortar. Occasional bit of white ?lime and opus signinum. 
L6 – as L7 
L7 – 10yr 2/2 very dark brown topsoil with up to 10% of individually large tiles and septaria 
fragments, otherwise quite clean, perhaps only 2% small stones. 
L8 – Mostly 10yr 3/3 brown sandy topsoil with 5% brownish yellow mortar pockets and 
occasional tile/brick fragments 
L9 – Very firm 10yr 6/6 brownish yellow clay, clean apart from occasional brick or oyster shell 
fragments. 
L10 – 10yr 4/4 dark yellowish brown sandy clay, occ mortar flecks and brick fragments.  
 
Appendix 3 - Finds list 
(All weights in grams, material marked R is residual in this context, post-medieval fabric 
description is after Cunningham 1985) 

 

Bag No. Context Description 

1 L3 1 sherd early Medieval pottery, 22g, R 
3 sherds Roman pottery, 2

nd
 century+, 44g, R 

a piece modern glass, 4g 
2 sherds 19-20

th
 century china, 4g 

1 teapot lid frag, 20
th

 century, 22g 
1 Medieval/post-Medieval tile fragment, 80g 

2 L2 1 sherd glazed fabric 40, 17-19
th

 century, 12g 

3 L4 1 Thetford ware sherd, 10g, R 
1 sherd ironstone, 18

th
 century+, 26g 

2 Roman tegula frags, 436g, R 
2 Roman brick frags, 60g, R 
1 plain red tessera, 32g, R 
2 oyster shells, 52g 
1 lump Roman mortar, 126g 
1 iron fragment, 34g 
5 animal bones, 92g 

4 L4 1 Roman brick fragment, 1155g, R 
1 Roman brick fragment, 725g, R 
1 frag oolitic shelly limestone. No worked surfaces, 690g 

5 L6 1 Roman brick frag, 40g, R 
3 irregular tesserae, 74g, R 
3 animal bones, 60g 
1 frag post-Medieval glass, 4g 

6 L7 2 Roman brick frags, 510g, R 
1 Roman tile frag, 74g, R 
1 Roman tessera, 26g, R 
1 lump opus signinum, 30g 
5 animal bone frags, 144g 
2 sherds 11-12

th
 century pottery, 24g 

7 L7 1 Roman brick frag, 1030g, R 
1 abraded ?Roman tile, 292g 
1 unworked, fine grained limestone frag, 935g 

8 L7 1 Roman tegula frag, 1140g, R 
1 Roman tegula/brick frag, 870g, R 
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94/3b 
Colchester 
High Street (opposite ‘Bay and Say’ pub, now ‘After Office Hours’).  
TL 99667 25224 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief Negative 

 
 
No significant features. Roadworks associated with the installation of a new “traffic calming” 
system included the excavation of a narrow pipe trench across the High Street opposite the 
junction with East Stockwell Street (see plan). To minimise traffic disruption the trench was 
excavated in sections over several days and only those lengths shown in blue were open for 
inspection when visited. In both instances the lower part of the trench was obscured by pipes 
and concrete bedding, limiting inspection to the uppermost 65 cm. Where not disturbed by 
earlier service trenches, the section comprised: 
 
Modern road metalling.  35 cm. 
Mixed: mainly greyish brown sandy loam with the upper 10 cm dominated, in places, by small 
stones.  The stony content appeared to be an earlier phase of metalling, date uncertain.  30 
cm visible at time of inspection. 
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94/4d 
Colchester 
St Mary’s Art Centre, Church Street (churchyard) 
TL 99248 25073 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
Erection of 45 m length of railings along the south-western boundary of the former churchyard 
involved a series of post holes, typically 0.6m deep x 0.25m diameter. The holes cut dark 
greyish brown sandy loam which extended to the full depth of each hole. The excavated 
material included very occasional small fragments of peg-tile and isolated fragments of oyster 
shell. Otherwise, no noteworthy inclusions stratigraphy came to light. 
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94/5c 
Colchester 
Wagon and Horses, North Hill 
TL 99392 25225 
Donald Shimmin, Sarah Carter  
 
Watching brief – Roman stratification including a gravel road/ yard, and 
Boudiccan destruction 
 

 
 
Observation of contractors trenches during groundworks for construction of rectangular 
extension at the rear of the public house. Opportunities for detailed examination of the 
trenches was limited, especially on the northern side of the site. The foundation trenches 
were typically 0.75m wide and varied in depth from 1.25m in the south-east corner to 1.75m in 

the north-west part of the site. Natural sand was reached at a depth of 1.5-1.7m.  
 
Roman deposits survived close to the surface over much of the site, and later disturbance 
was fairly limited. Presumably some later deposits, including 'dark earth' had been terraced 
away in more recent times, although it is possible that post-Roman deposits were 
comparatively meagre due to the position of the site near the top of the hill. 
 
Over much of the site, certainly on the southern half, the earliest Roman deposits were layers 
of sand and gravel 0.3-0.35m thick. In the south section the upper surface appeared to be a 
weathered worn gravelled surface. Although not on the line of a major street, this surface may 
represent a similar street or yard in the military fortress. 
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These early levels were sealed by dump/midden deposits approximately 0.15m thick, still of 
probable pre-Boudiccan date. In the north-west corner of the site there also appeared to be a 
fairly thick layer of yellowish brown sandy clay loam of a similar date. A rubbish/cesspit cut 
natural sand in the western part of the site, and this appeared to be stratigraphically of pre-
Boudiccan date.  
 
A well-defined charred horizon was noted in the south-east corner of the site and presumably 
marks the Boudiccan uprising of AD60/1. Elsewhere on the site this horizon was not so clearly 
defined but could be inferred stratigraphically at a depth of between 0.95m and 1.1m. 
However, across the whole site there was a prominent layer of Boudiccan destruction debris 
up to 0.35m thick, consisting of lumps and flecks of burnt daub and charcoal in a reddish 
brown sandy clay loam matrix. This layer was noted by Hull further east (Hull, M, R., 1955, 
Roman Colchester, 146-7) and has been noted elsewhere (see for example a trench in 
Balkerne Gardens in 1986: 86/11i). 
 
There were extensive later Roman deposits on the site. The Boudiccan destruction debris 
was often sealed by dump/midden deposits some 0.1m thick, although there were traces if a 
gravel spread in the north-west corner of the site. These were sealed by thick layers of 
yellowish brown sandy clay loam make-up layers, presumably for buildings of late 1st-3rd 
century date occupying the south-west corner of Insula 176. In the southern section there 
were quantities of wall-plaster fragments towards the bottom of the make-up, perhaps from an 
earlier demolished structure nearby. In the same area there was evidence for a file hearth 
oven at a depth of 0.4m surrounded by intense burning and associated with a thickish 
occupation spread to the west. In the north-eastern corner of the site make-up was sealed by 
a quantity of ?opus signinum fragments. 
 
Other features were less easy to define, although there was some evidence for a number of 
pits and/or robber trenches. A pit of uncertain date was uncovered in the south-east corner of 
the site. Perhaps the most convincing evidence for a robber trench was in the south-west 
corner of the site, where a pit/trench was revealed in both side of the trench. This appeared to 
extend east to west and was 1m wide, but was only 1.1m deep and did not reach natural 
sand. It had a dark greyish brown sandy loam fill with occasional mortar fragments. A further 
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pit was noted further north, with a high concentration of gravel in the fill and hitting natural 
sand at a depth of 1.7m; this was probably of recent date on stratigraphical grounds.  
 

 
There was convincing evidence for robbing in the northern end of the site, where typical 
'robber' fill  of dark greyish brown sandy loam with quantities of mortar fragments was 
observed in the upper part of the trench sides for some 2.5m. This again however was fairly 
shallow, up to 1.3m deep and did not penetrate to natural sand. This may represent a robber 
trench of a hypocaust or similar feature associated with the op. sig. fragments referred to 
above. 
 
As noted above, there was little other evidence for 'dark earth' or other post-Roman deposits 
on the site although there were modern dump/make-up layers 0.2-0.4m thick over much of 
the site.  



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 187 

 
 
A quantity of unstratified finds were also recovered. A nearly complete Roman tile/brick was 
also noted 30×50×4.5cm; not stamped.  
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94/6b 
Colchester  
Priory Street Car Park 
TM 00150 25089 
Carl Crossan 
 
Project type: Recording of town wall in Priory Street Car Park 
A simple record was made following the collapse of an 11.5m length of the facing brickwork 
along the Priory Street stretch of the town wall.  Details attached. 
 

This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 4), from 
which the following summary is taken:  
 
94/6b Priory Street car park (Photo below) 
Part of a brick facing to the town wall collapsed onto the car park in Priory Street in 1994, 
revealing another brick wall behind it. The newly-exposed wall proved to be a continuation of 
the brick wall immediately west of the collapsed section, and the latter a localised refacing of 
it. The original wall and its refacing are similar in appearance and are both likely to be 17th 
century in date. They presumably represent repairs to the town wall where it had been largely 
destroyed during the Siege of Colchester in 1648. 
 
More of the damaged wall was pulled down (to a width of about 25 m) to make the area safe 
and to create a sound base for the new brick wall which was built to replace it. 
 
Fieldwork: C Crossan. 
Archival photographs: Colchester town wall, 1, nos 191-3. 
Location and sketch on town wall survey drawings. 
 

 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on 
behalf of Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S 
Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin.
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Fig 
 1;
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94/8a 
Colchester 
48 St Botolph’s Street (rear of) 
TL 99906 25029 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Project type: Town wall recording  
This project is combined here with 97/7b. This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, 
Crossan et al 2000, 4), from which the following summary is taken:  
 

94/8a and 97/7b no 48 St Botolph’s Street (Figs 8-9) 
The removal of a short length of modern brickwork against the south wall of no 48 St Botolph’s Street, 
approximately 7 m back from the street frontage, revealed an earlier stretch of east-west wall which lay 
on the projected line of the inner face of the Roman town wall. The exposed section was 1.3 m long 
and 1.75 m high, and included a blocked archway which was 1 m high and just over 1 m wide (Fig 9). 
The insertion of modern brickwork to a height of 1.65 m had destroyed the eastern side of the archway 
together with most of the wall face further east. At the time of the recording, modern panelling masked 
the western and upper extent of the archway, while the base was obscured by a concrete floor. 
 

 
 
The wall was mainly made of Roman building materials, including septaria, flint, tile and fragments of 
opus signinum set in a firm whitish mortar. However, traces of an earlier yellowish mortar adhered to 
some of the fragments, indicating reuse. The material formed a well-preserved facing, rather than 
rubble core. There was no trace of the bands of septaria and tile courses characteristic of Roman 
work. A thin tile fragment, presumably peg-tile, suggested a post-Roman construction date, although 
the post-Roman brick was not conclusively primary. There was little evidence for pointing, garreting or 
indeed weathering, so that maybe the walling had been intended for internal use. 
 
The four-centred arch was apparently an original feature, but it did not have a well defined stone or 
brick lining. The rather slight nature of the archway may indicate that it formed a recess, rather than a 
doorway associated with a major rebuilding of the town wall such as that of c 1400. 
 
A small group of bricks set into the wall face immediately W of the arch was probably a later repair. 
These bricks were similar to, and presumably contemporary with, those used to block the archway. 
The bricks included narrow examples (50 x ?225 mm), possibly of 17th/18th-century date, as well as 
some larger ones (65 x ?230 mm) of perhaps 18th/19th-century date, although their width and whether 
any were frogged remains unclear. 
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The archway was probably blocked in the 18th or 19th century, and it appears to represent a relatively 
late episode in the rebuilding of the Roman town wall, from which much of the building materials were 
presumably derived. The recently uncovered section of wall perhaps originated as part of the interior of 
a building of medieval or later date. Norden’s map of Colchester in 1610 does not appear to show any 
structure against this part of the town wall, raising the possibility of a 17th-century date for the work, 
maybe even as part of a rebuilding after the Siege of Colchester. 
 
Fieldwork and report: D Shimmin. 

 
Below is the description on the site archive folder. 
CBCs works for the installation of an external fire escape involved soil clearance from an area at the rear of 
the premises which lies directly over the projected course of the town wall.   
 
In plan, the two properties form a wedge-shaped plot with narrow rear yard bounded by walls of various 
heights splayed at differing angles.  The yards are terraced, with no 49 approx 1.5m above that of no 48.  
The first stage of clearance (the only one at the time of writing) was carried out from the lower level of no 48, 
where much of the soil infill was dig away from a partially standing arched structure built of unfrogged 
18th/19th century red brick (plot 2 on 1:500 plan; brick dimensions 8.5 x 2.375 x 4 inches).  The infill 
consisted of eight distinct tips of soil containing finds (bottles and china) of c.19th - early 20th century date. 
 
Nothing of the town wall has been revealed to date.  The only early wall material in evidence in incorporated 
into the facing of a tall wall at the eastern end of the yard (plot 1), which stands 2.5 metres south of and at an 
angle to the predicted course of the town wall.  The lowest 2.4m of facing is composed largely of reused 
septaria and occasional Roman tile, with two courses of red brick laid as headers 50 - 70 cm above the yard 
floor. 
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Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 193 

94/9a 
Colchester 
19-20 North Hill, rear of (now Middleton’s) 
TL 99440 25423 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief: Roman destruction debris 
A conversion from hardware store to restaurant involved construction of a small extension (‘B’ on plan) and 
steps (‘A’ on plan) at the rear of the building. 
 
In trench ‘A’ a yellowish brown sandy clay loam dumped deposit sealed destruction debris containing 
common lumps of opus signinum, which in turn rested on a yellowish brown clean sandy loam. 
 
Trenches for the extension ‘B’ revealed only 19th/20th century features and topsoil. 
 
The dumped deposit and destruction debris in trench ‘A’ have every appearance of being late Roman or 
medieval; the top of the dumped deposit lay at the same level as the surface of Nunn’s Road. 
 
The site of extension ‘B’ is approximately 0.5 m higher than ‘A’; trenches here did not reach sufficiently deep 
for a comparison with the levels in ‘A’. 
 

 
 
Site notes 
12/09/1994   
First visit.  Trench A open.  2.1 m x 0.9 m - base for steps to side door. 
 
Stratigraphy: 

L1) 18 cm.  Modern concrete. 
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L2) 25 cm.  Yellowish brown sandy clay loam with darker mottles.  Dump. 
L3) 7 cm.  As L2 but with common lumps of op. sig.  Destruction debris. 
L4) At limit of excavation.  Dark yellowish brown sandy loam.  Clean appearance. 

 
L2 and L3 have every appearance of being Roman or medieval. 
 
Levels:  Top of L2 was at the same level as the road surface on the south side of Nunns Road by the 
entrance to the yard.  No dateable inclusion other than opus signinum in L3. 
 
14/09/1994  visited.  Started digging trenches in area B.  Nothing found yet. 
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94/9c 
Colchester 
Balkerne Gardens 
TL 99300 25182 
Howard Brooks 
 
Evaluation: sequence of Roman strata cut by medieval robber trench. 
 
 

 
COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 
FIELD PROJECTS 
 
BALKERNE GARDENS  
EVALUATION 
 
September 1994 
 

 
1 SUMMARY 
 
2 The Trenches 
2.1 Trench 1 (east of Freda Gunton Lodge): Archaeological deposits were located between 0.6 metres 
below present ground level, and down to 1.75 metres below ground level (the excavation limit) and consisted 
of a succession of layers dumped in the early- to mid-Roman period, which were themselves cut by a medie-
val(?) robber trench.  
 
2.2  An earlier engineering test-pit was also reopened on the north edge of the Gardens (trench 2), re-
vealing a build-up of over 2 metres of recently dumped topsoil at that point. 
 
3  INTRODUCTION 
 
3.1 Planning 

A planning application was submitted in July 1994 (COL/94/0904) on behalf of Balkerne Gardens 
Trust Ltd to develop in and around Freda Gunton Lodge, Balkerne Gardens, Colchester. 
 
This site is in insula 17a of the Roman town, and in an area of high archaeological potential. An ar-
chaeological requirement was therefore identified by the Director of Colchester Archaeological Trust, 
that requirement being that there should be a prior evaluation of the site before determination by the 
Borough Planning Committee. Following negotiations between Colchester Archaeological Trust and 
the developers’ agents Roff Marsh Partnership, an evaluation was commissioned, and was carried out 
by CAT Field Projects on 1st September 1994. 

 
3.2  Archaeology 

The present Balkerne Gardens lie in a most interesting part of the Roman town, immediately north-
west of the Balkerne Gate (the west gate of the Roman town), and along the southern side of insulae 
17a and l7b. The north-south Roman street which separates insula 17a from l7b runs through Balk-
erne Gardens (through the middle of Parsley House and the extreme north-western corner of Freda 
Gunton Lodge).  
There have been many archaeological investigations and watching briefs in the immediate area (see 
primarily Crummy 1992, section 13, 322: also Dunnett 1971), and immediately to the north of the Gar-
dens is the recently excavated Roman barrack block at the former Gilberd School, now the Sixth Form 
College (Shimmin 1992). 

 
The principal aim of the evaluation reported here was to investigate the condition, date and importance of the 
archaeological remains. This report will attempt to compare results from previous watching briefs, if possible. 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 196 

 
Fig 1 Site location 
 
 
4  EXCAVATION 
 
4.1 Trench 1: East of Freda Gunton Lodge 
4.1.1   A 2.2 x 2.2 metre trench was marked out against the fence on the east side of the property, on the 
south side of the path and gate giving access from the rest home to Balkerne close (figure 2 for location). 
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4.1.2  Using a mini-digger, 1 metre of topsoil (L1) was removed on the south side of this area (figure 3 for 
trench plan: and figure 4 for section). However, a modern pipe trench, a ceramic soil pipe lying in a bed of 
fine gravel and capped by topsoily clay (F3) was soon uncovered, heading directly for the bird table in the 
garden (under which, according to the architect, there is a soakaway). This part of the trench was aban-
doned, the paving slabs on the southern half of the pathway were removed, and 
excavation proceeded in the northern part of the trench. 
 
4.1.3 Again, 0.7 metre of topsoil (L1) was removed, down to the top of a layer of sandy clay (L2), clearly 
Roman. In retrospect, it can be seen in section that we machined off L3. The distinction between L1 and L3 
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was nothing like as clear during excavation as it is in section. Another problem here was that after seeing the 
results of the test pit (appendix 2) we were fully expecting to have to go down 2 metres to hit Roman depos-
its. Finds were kept separate from each machine spit, so it was not difficult to separate out L1 and L3 finds. 
Layer 3 was not a completely satisfactory layer - it was rather soily and dirty, and has a rather disturbed feel 
about it. In terms of date, it is cut by the robber trench Fl (see below) and it seals a good Roman layer (L2). It 
is not possible to say with any confidence whether it is Roman, or a Roman layer disturbed in a later period 
(medieval?). 
 
4.1.4 At the level of L2, two features were visible, a small pit or scoop F2, and a robber trench Fl. F2 cut 
L2, Fl cut both L2 and (in section) L3. The fill of F1 was classic robber trench fill - loose dark soils with abun-
dant mortar fragments. Surprisingly, it was only shallow (maximum depth 50cm), and despite a careful 
search, no material later than Roman could be located. Nevertheless, from its fill, appearance and feel, this 
must surely be a medieval robber trench. 

 
Fig 3 – trench plan 
4.1.5 F2 was half-sectioned. It was only 5 cm deep on its western edge (where cut by F1), and contained 
no finds. 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 199 

4.1.6 At 
the base of F1, a distinct layer of yellowish brown clay (L4) was peeping through. The top of the layer was 
cleaned up, but there was no evidence of occupation dirt or of any surface. Layer 4 is probably a dump layer. 
A machine cut 
"sondage" down through L4 and into L5 showed that L5 was a very mixed layer of gravel, clay loam with 
Roman brick and tile fragments, oyster shells, and charcoal flecking. Layer 5, some kind of dump or make-up 
layer, was not bottomed. 
 
4.2 Trench 2: North of Freda Gunton Lodge 
4.2.1 A test-pit recently dug for engineering purposes was reopened under archaeological supervision 
(see figure 2 for location). Excavation was by mini-digger with a reach of just over 2 metres down. Strata ob-
served were sketched and plotted (see figure 5) but were not described in detail. The engineer’s borehole 
log is attached here (appendix 2). 
 
4.2.2 Observed strata were as follows: Modern ground level to 0.5 metres: (under turf) mixed and rather 
bitty topsoil layer with some modern plaster or mortar pieces: At 0.5 metres, a layer of brick and mortar frag-
ments. This has the appearance of being a surface of some sort - presumably the old ground level (before 
construction of recent buildings at Balkerne Gardens?). Sealed by this horizon was a robber trench or pit 
with modern mortar, 30cm wide and 30 deep. Below the brick/mortar layer, 1.7 metres of clean topsoil (i.e. to 
approx 2.2 metres below ground), lying on top of (At the trench bottom) a layer of broken frogged bricks 
20cm thick (to trench bottom). Bricks were later Victorian or early 20th century, to judge by frog size. 
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5  SITE HISTORY 
 
5.1  TRENCH 1 
The sequence of deposits revealed in this trench is as follows: 
 
Late 1st or up to mid-2nd century 
Layers of gravelly clay and clay dumped (L5,L4) 
 
Mid- to later 2nd century 
Further dump layers (L2, L3?). Pit F2 cuts L2. 
(n.b; both the above sequences could be contemporary in - 
mid/late 2nd century). 
 
Medieval 
Layer 3 disturbed? Robber trench F1 cut. 
 
Recent 
Topsoil L1, cut by pipe trench F3. 
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5.2 TRENCH 2  
5.2.1 The sequence of deposits revealed in this trench suggests that at least 2.2 metres of ground has 
been built up during the last century. The engineers test-boreholes suggest that the topsoil penetrates to 3.5 
metres below modern ground (see appendix 1).  
 
 
6 GENERAL DISCUSSION 
6.1 The results from trench 2 are not considered here, as all observed deposits were recent. 
 
6.2 The excavated material from trench 1 indicates that a lot of material (clay/gravel) was dumped on 
site in the mid-late 2nd century. Mixed in with the dumped material was quantity of Roman roof tile and mor-
tar, and a piece of combed flue tile. The source of this material must have been a demolished Roman struc-
ture with a hypocaust and a tiled roof. Unfortunately it is not possible to demonstrate exactly where this build-
ing stood, though the assumption is that is was nearby. 
 
6.3 If this dumping follows the typical pattern, then the ground was being raised as a foundation for a 
later Roman structure, whose wall was later robbed out as F1. The later wall was certainly of masonry, be-
cause the waste mortar was thrown back into the trench by the stone robbers. There was no wall foundation 
in situ at the base of the robber trench, though a lump of septaria was recovered from the trench. Whatever 
the structure was, the surviving archaeological deposits did not include any of its floor levels - in fact, the 
robber trench is so shallow that it seems likely that this site has been truncated, and all the upper levels al-
ready destroyed. Nothing on site need necessarily be later than the mid-2nd century, so where is the later 
material? (if it ever existed?). 
 
6.4 The Roman wall was later robbed out, almost certainly in the medieval period - although all the finds 
from the robber trench are Roman (and residual). 
 
6.5 How does the excavated material tie in with previous observations in the area? Comparison of the 
1994 results with previous watching briefs in the immediate area (see figure 2) poses a few problems. The 
wall robbed as Fl is slightly too far east to line up with a Roman masonry wall observed in 1977 in section B 
(east) and E (see appendix 2), unless the architect's plan on which the 1977 results were plotted is inaccu-
rate in its location of the trenches observed at the time. Is this the same wall? A consistent factor of the 1977 
observations was the frequent layers of burnt daub (appendix 2, sections A-E), which indicates a burnt struc-
ture on that spot. Nothing of that nature was seen in 1994. This could mean that the burnt structure does not 
extend as far north as 1994 trench l. One possible link is 1994 layer 5, a very mixed gravelly clay layer, 
which has a resemblance to what is described as layer 5 in sections B (east), C and E in 1977. 
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9 LIST OF EXCAVATED FEATURES 
No Detail Date Cuts/seals 

L1 Topsoil  Modern L3 

L2  Dump/levelling Later 2nd L4 

L3  
 

Topsoil/clay mixture Roman or med? L2 

L4  Roman clay dump Early 2nd L5 

L5 
 

Mixed gravel/clay 
dump 

1st/early 2nd    

F1 Robber trench medieval? L3 

F2  Shallow pit Roman L2 

F3  Pipe trench Modern L1 

 
 
10 BASIC LIST OF FINDS BY CONTEXT 
(discarded finds in brackets) 
Context Finds type Group date 

L1 
 

1 lump coal (Modern)  
2 RB grey ware sherds 
(3 Roman tegula fragments) 
1 imbrex fragment 
2 oyster shells 
1 Fe nail 
1 lump mortar (Roman) 

Modern 

L2 
 

3 samian ware sherds Later 2nd 
RB grey wares (9 sherds), mortarium (1), Black 
Burnished ware (1) 
1 combed flue tile, group B5 (Crummy 1993, 263) 
1 fragment of opus signinum with pink painted wall-plaster adher-
ing 
(8 tegula frags)  
1 Fe nail 
3 Oyster shells 
1 CuA wire. Part of brooch? 

later 2nd 

L3 
 

RB grey and orange wares mid 2nd 
1 mortarium rim with stamp ? X X(?). For another stamp 
including "XX" see Antonine example in Hull, 1963, 86, 
and a good parallel from Kiln 25 (ibid. 153, fig 87) 
1 oyster shell 
1 mortar lump 
 

mid 2nd 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 203 

Context Finds type Group date 

L4 
 

1 BB ware sherd Mid 2nd 
(1 tegula) , 
8 large animal bones (Bos?) 

mid 2nd 

L5 
 

1 tegula flange Late 1st/2nd 
1 samian sherd 

late 1st / 2nd  

F1 
 

1 samian sherd Medieva1?? 
1 amphora sherd l 
3 RB grey wares 
1 combed flue tile, group B5 (Crummy 1993, 263) 
(8 tegula fragments) 
(1 Roman brick fragment) 
(1 septaria nodule) 
1 imbrex 

medieval 

F2 
 

(no finds) 
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APPENDIX 1 

ENGINEERING BOREHOLE LOG 

(THIS WAS LATER 1994 TRENCH 2). 
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APPENDIX 2 
SECTION DRAWINGS FROM 1977 WATCHING BRIEF (location - see Fig 2) 
 

Balkerne Gardens Watching Brief 
Ref. 3277A 

Section Notes 
Section A 
1. Very mixed - mainly dark brown sandy loam with oyster and pale brown mortar frags. Dark content - not 
clearly defined but evidently a number of small pits. Depth 0.3 - 0.5 metres. 
2. Burnt daub deposit. Depth 0.5 - 0.7 metres.  
3. Road, or yard? Compacted gravel within olive-brown sand. Depth 0.3 metres. 
4. Clean yellow sand. Depth 0.1 metres. 
5. Dark brown loamy sand merging to clean natural sand. Depth 0.6 metres. 
6. Pit: patchy dark loamy sand fill. Probably high organic content as fill has shrunk, creating a depression into 
which sealing layer (3) has subsided. 
7. Possible wall trench for pit 1.3 metres wide, 0.4 metres deep containing loose blocks of septaria and mor-
tar fragments. Probable robber trench. 

 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 206 

Section B (West End) 
1. Compacted gravel within olive-brown sand. East-west road or yard? 0.25metres 
2. Same as layer 1 in section A. 0.2 metres. 
3. Red burnt daub deposit. 0.25 metres. _B 
4. Road - same as layer 3 in section A. 0.3 metres. 
5. Very dark brown streaks mixed with sand. 0.2 metres. 
6. Same as layer 5 in Section A. 0.8 metres. 

 
Section B (East End) 
1. Wall footing of very large septaria lumps, lightly mortared. 0.8 m wide x 1m deep.  
2. Pit, very dark fill - probably post-Roman.   
3. Same as layer 1 in Section B (west end). 
4. Red burnt daub.  
5. Rubbish - olive-brown sandy loam with high gravel content. 
6. Natural sand, gradually darkening at top.  
 
Section C  
1. Mixed: same as layer 1 in Section A. Depth 0.6 metres. Roman dump. 
2. Strong olive-brown loamy sand. Depth 0.2 metres. 
3. Burnt daub. Depth 0.4 metres. 
4. Same as layer 5 in Section A: natural. 
5. Very mixed: mainly olive-brown loamy sand, very stony and loamier than L2. 
6. Pit. Circa 17th century. 
7. Modern pipe trench. 
 
Section D 
Section D layers are the same as in Section A but all deposits dip about 0.5 
metres in a northward direction.  
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Section E 
1. Very dark greyish-brown sandy loam with scattering of oyster fragments. 
2. Burnt daub. 
3. Patchy clay, with occasional burnt daub patches. 
4. Gravel (yard?) Same as gravel in other trenches. 
5. Same as layer 5 in Section B. 
6. Same as layer 6 in Section B. 
7. Very mixed: mainly mid brown loamy sand.  
8. Wall foundation, 0.7 metres wide., Coarse mortared septaria lumps. According to the digger driver's de-
scription, the wall may have continued eastward along the line of the trench perhaps turning at L9. 
9. Possible robber trench with loamy/mortary mixed fill. 
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Section F 
1. Very dark greyish-brown sandy loam. Post-Roman. 
2. Burnt daub.  
3. Wall footing of stony mortar. 
4. Dirty yellow clay. 
5. Sand - natural? 
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94/10b 
Colchester 
Balkerne Gardens (wall repairs northwest of no. 14) 
TL 9923 2526 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 

 
Fig. 1 
 
South section totally dissected by sheet piling. 
North section cut from c. 1m lower level of school grounds, typically: 
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L1) Black soil, many roots.  Topsoil, modern and earlier 60cm.  Spoil heap contains 
occasional fragments of oyster, also Roman pot (saved by workmen).  Glazed post-
medieval pot also noted in loose. 

L2) Dirty brown loamy sand.  No in-situ inclusions, but possibly early level.  In relation to 
Balkerne gardens level this layer lies at 1.7m. 
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95/2e 
Colchester  
Day Nursery Extension, East Hill House (never built) 
TM 0015 2517 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Evaluation – Roman deposits (street?) and buildings 
 

 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION REPORT ON DAY NURSERY EXTENSION, EAST HILL HOUSE, 
COLCHESTER 

 
Introduction 
The proposal to extend the Mulberry Tree day nursery over the adjacent car-park involves a potential threat 
to the underlying archaeological remains, and in order to assess the likely effects of redevelopment was 
commissioned by the developers, Essex County Council (Property Services Department). 
 
The site (TM 0015 2517) lies in the south-east corner of the walled town, and some 40m from the Roman 
town wall, within an area designated as a scheduled ancient monument. Roman remains have been reported 
on a number of occasions, notably the so-called Berryfield mosaic (Hull 1958, 218),  uncovered a short 
distance south-west of the site in 1923. More recently extensive Roman features were encountered during 
more work on the present nursery building in 1983-4, including houses and streets, as well as two interesting 
late Roman decapitated burials (Crummy 1992, 375-8). The uppermost of these Roman deposits were 
located at a depth of 0.7-0.8m below modern ground level. 
 
A small trench 1.5×1m was opened up on the 9

th
 February 1995 with the primary objective of establishing the 

depth of the top of the Roman beneath the existing car park surface, and following the removal of the latter, 
excavation proceeded by hand. A survey of comparative levels was also carried out. Three boreholes, 
150mm by approximately 6m deep, were drilled concurrently by engineering sub-contractors, and some 
observations of stratigraphic relevance were noted. The full evaluation records are retained in the site 
archive.  
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Trial Trench 
Substantial make-up layers of hoggin and concrete underlay the present tarmac surface, making a total 
thickness of 0.4m. The hoggin sealed a relatively thin layer of compacted post-Roman topsoil up to 0.2m 
thick, which must have been truncated by levelling for the car-park, and also perhaps by terracing for the 
post-Medieval gardens of East Hill House. The lower part of the topsoil contained a high proportion of 
gravels, presumably derived from Roman street metalling.  
 
Immediately below the topsoil in the northern half of the trench was a post-Roman feature, the dark greying-
brown fill of which contained a large quantity of mortar lumps and flecks, with some gravels and fragments of 
Roman tile.  
 
Although largely unexcavated, this feature was probably an early Medieval robber trench following the line of 
an east-west Roman foundation, which may have formed the frontage wall of Roman building, although it 
appears more likely that it demarcated a footway from the street.  
 
At an equivalent level in the southern half of the trench, the upper Roman layer was reached at a depth of 
23.715m OD. This consisted of yellowish brown sandy clay loam with some gravels and oyster shells, and 
was probably dumped material alongside the street for use as a footway, or alternatively demolition debris, 
derived from the clay walls of nearby houses, overlying the street metalling.  
 
Finds recovered from the thin layer of topsoil included tesserae, perhaps also from nearby buildings, as well 
as small quantities of Roman pottery, post-Medieval pottery and clay-pipes. 

 
Boreholes 
The first meter of the boreholes was dug out by hand, prior to drilling of the remaining depth, and while 
detailed to drilling of the remaining depth, and while detailed recording of the archaeological stratigraphy was 
not feasible, some limited observations were possible. 
 
Borehole 1 was sited fairly close to the trail trench, and again a relatively thin layer of post-Roman topsoil up 
to 0.3m thick sealed the top of the Roman, which at approximately 23.57m OD corresponded well with the 
trench. A thin dump level, 0.1m thick, sealed a gravel deposit up to 0.5m thick which was probably Roman 
street metalling, and this overlay was natural sand and gravel.  
 
Borehole 2 lay beyond the western edge of the car park and by contrast revealed a thick layer of topsoil up to 
1.1m deep, which sealed Roman make-up or demolition debris approximately 0.3m thick. No definite street 
metalling was observed, and the height of the uppermost Roman material was 23.27m OD, perhaps 
indicating increased erosion by later horticultural activity. 
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Further north Borehole 3 also contained over a meter of dark topsoil, but here it sealed a thick layer of 'opus 
signinum'. This strong Roman mortar was often used in the construction of hypocausts and mosaics, and as 
the layer containing opus signinum was up to a metre thick, the borehole may have cut through backfilled 
sub-floor of a room in a well constructed Roman building. The top of the 'opus signinum' was at 23.63m OD, 
and again comparable with the trial trench. 
 
A reading was also taken on the finished floor level of the kitchen in the existing nursery for comparative 
purposes, and this was found to be 24.845m OD. 
 
Conclusion 
Significant archaeological deposits were located in the trial trench at surprisingly shallow level, only 0.6m 
below the present car park surface, and the boreholes confirmed that this is likely to be the case across the 
whole area of the proposed extension. While it is probable that the southern part of the extension at least 
overlies the east-west Roman street, the exact position of the latter had yet to be confirmed, and it is 
possible that the northern part may encroach on one or more substantial Roman buildings. 
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X series finds list 
East Hill House Mulberry Nursery extension EVAL   95/2E  February 1995 
 
680 Tessera x 2, pot (Roman and post-medieval), clay pipe, post-Roman Trial hole.  Post-Roman topsoil 
 
 
 
 
 

95/3a 
Colchester 
1-6 East Stockwell Street 
TL 9967 2527 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Carls list says ‘Large Roman foundations, possible robber trenches. No other records survive (unless 
archived to Museum). 
 
X series finds list   
1-6 east Stockwell Street    95/3a      
681 Pottery (Roman and post-medieval) Site of 1964/1989 excavation. US from contractors’ groundwork 
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95/3d 
Colchester 
St Mary’s Arts Centre, Church Street (west end) 
TL 99251 25079 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
 
St Mary’s Church pipe trench 15/03/1995 
A 17m length of 0.5m wide pipe trench had been dug to a depth of 0.55m (plan). The trench followed the 
course of an earlier trench for a pipe, the top of which could be seen in the bottom of the new cutting. The 
stratigraphy in the trench sides comprised 15cms modern tarmac above a very dark grayish brown sandy 
loam. 
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95/3f 
Colchester 
Hall in the Wall pub, Balkerne Hill 
TL 9924 2520 
Carl Crossan 
March – April 1995 
 

Watching brief on internal work and rear extension to pub - Roman deposits 
Three trenches were inspected, one internal and two external. 
 
08/03/1995 Trench A 
East-west trench inside building dug to depth of 1.9m.  Fill L1 almost entirely dark soil with c. late 17th 
century / early 18th century tobacco pipe bowls just above bottom.  At west end the post-medieval pit cuts 
hard orangey brown sandy deposits (2) with rare stone. 

 
 
 
Very difficult to examine due to narrowness of trench and gloomy interior.  Probably Roman,  possibly make-
up from surface associated with street (although at northern edge of main street line).  Does not appear to be 
structural.  Finds from layer 1 kept (X675 pipe and pot, X676 musket ball and X677 cu alloy ring). 
 
10/03/1995 Trench B-C dug.   
0.5m wide, currently 1.5m deep.  South end of trench B collapsed due to weakness of 1994 backfill.  
Otherwise stratigraphy in B and C appears similar to that exposed in last year’s trial trench.  Finds: Roman 
and later pot, occasional Roman roof tile.  Collected by contractor from levels above street.  Bone and some 
later material discarded; small bag-full kept (X678). 
11/03/1995. 
Visited.  Trench B-C a little deeper.  Nothing new. 
 
06/04/1995 
Visited in response to call from site agent.  Bone handle X679.  Unstratified. 
 
20/04/1995 
Visited.  Proposal to shot-blast core of north ground room, exposed in interior of pub.  Masonry appears to 
have been coated with varnish (?) long ago - now very badly discoloured.  Spoke to Debbie Priddy.  SMC 
needed.  Advised Robert Lee to contact English Heritage. 
 
X series finds  
Balkerne Hill, Hole in Wall pub WB  95/3F March 1995 

Clay pipe bowls (5 bowls 
17th?), pot 

From post-medieval pit fill in trench ‘A’ 675 

Musket ball? kept by workmen.  From post-medieval pit fill in trench ‘A’ 676 

Cu alloy ring Trench ‘A’  same as X675 and X676 677 

Pot Kept by contractor. From Trenches B and C - all levels above Roman 
Street 

678 

Bone handle (polished and 
patterned) 

Kept by contractor.  From black soil, c1.8m depth, at north end of foun-
dation trench for extension (Trench ‘B’) 

679 
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95/4a 
Colchester 
46 North Hill 
TL 99366 25386 
Carl Crossan 
 

Watching brief - mortar floor, possibly Roman. 
A possible mortar floor of Roman date was noted in the south section of a foundation trench for a small 
outbuilding in the garden between 45 and 46 North Hill.  The mortar lay at a depth of 20cm and was sealed 
by modern garden topsoil. Beneath the mortar was a substantial deposit of sandy clay loam make-up which 
extended beyond the bottom of the trench.   
 
A large part of the trenching to the north exposed disturbance in the form of modern pipe cuttings.  The 
north-western corner contained sandy clay loam of similar appearance to the make-up previously noted.  
Here, the deposit was found at an overall depth of 0.6m, sealed by a 0.35m dump of burnt daub which 
contained Roman pottery (find no. X682). 
 
From the limited observation, this point on North Hill appears to contain a substantial depth of Roman 
stratigraphy, the uppermost levels of which have been removed by later terracing. 

 
 
X series finds 
46 NORTH HILL WB    95/4A    13/04/1995 
 
682 Roman pot from daub (L2, sketch section no. 2) 
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Sketch 1. 
South face: Not to scale 

 
20 cm.  Dark sandy loam garden topsoil 
10 cm.  Mortar floor, pale brown, slight pink tings 
Sandy clay loam make-up.  Light-mid brown with slight olive tinge.  Occasional oyster. 
Similar to 2, but broken up. 
 
 
Sketch 2. 

 
 
Yard and topsoil 25cm 
Dump of burnt daub 35cm 
Same as 3 above. 
 
Roman pot from L2, X682. 
 
Location: although listed as 46, this is the yard and garden accessed through passageway between 46 and 
45 - see plan. 
12-04-1995 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 218 

95/4b 
Colchester 
St Mary’s Arts Centre, Church Street (interior) 
TL 9925 2508 
Carl Crossan 
 

 
 

Watching brief - masonry, also possible vault encountered 
 
10/04/1995 
Three surveyor’s boreholes were drilled through the floor at the western end of the church. 
 
At location ‘A’ (see sketch) the drilling encountered a 300mm space beneath the floorboards, then a dry mid 
brown sandy loam which extended to an overall depth of 700mm.  This material, which appeared to be either 
backfill or make-up, sealed a further 800mm of probable backfill above a possible vault represented by a 
void reaching from 1.5m to 3m overall depth. 
 
Borehole ‘B’ was abandoned at a depth of 0.8m, where the drill hit solid masonry which included mortared 
(possibly re-used) fragments of Kentish Ragstone. This feature lay beneath a deposit of dark sandy loam. 
 
The third borehole was not observed. 
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Fig. 1 
 
Borehole ‘A’ observed during morning visit. 
 
Floorboards inside church are 3cm above ground level outside. 
 
0 - 310mm floorboards and under-floor void. 
310 - 700mm (dry)mid brown fine sandy loam 
1.5 - 3m Void vault?  Material directly above this point appears to be backfill. 
 

 
Fig. 2 
 
Borehole ‘B’ observed during afternoon visit. 
 
300mm under-floor void, same as Borehole ‘A’, then dug dark sandy loam. 
Stopped at 0.8m, where drill hit solid masonry including (reused?) fragments of Kentish Ragstone. 
 
A third borehole, ‘C’ just commencing at time of second visit (middle of the afternoon).  Did not wait on return 
that day to see results. 
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95/5c 
Colchester  
Middleborough and North Hill  
TL 99353 25697- TL 99393 25327 
Howard Brooks, Sarah Carter 
 
Watching brief on cable TV trenches - negative 
29/05/1995 – HB on site 8.30am. No workmen present. Cable trenches already complete are (from 
north to south) as far south as Riverside walk on the east side of the North Station road, and as far 
south as the north east of the river bridge on the west side of North Station road. 
 
Had a look around, other work already done. Trenches have been laid n-s across St Peters street 
and Northgate street (at North Hill end). These have presumably been cut in advance and ducts laid 
ready to receive cable. The trenches to connect these are not yet dug. 
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9.00am workers turn up to fill in gap in trenching between Victoria pub and launderette. They are 
from MK International and they say they are only working as far south as the river bridge so 
someone else must be doing the trenches through Northgate.  
 
30/05/95 – Visited – no new trenching or any sign of contractors. 
 
16/06/95 – Visited approx. 1pm. Bottom of North Hill. Nothing visible. 
 
19/06/65 – Visited 12-5pm. Working up North Hill, also Middleborough area. Nothing visible, trench 
varied in width 0.25-0.55m. 
 
26/06/95 – Sporadic visits during the work. Cable laying crossed to the west side of North Hill, 
approx. 100m up the hill. Also crossed to the west side of road opposite the tyre garage at 
Middleborough. Trenches still very shallow (i.e. under 0.5m) and nothing much visible.  
 
03/07/95 – Cable laying has continued on the west side of North Hill under the pavement, but 
appears to be progressing in fits and starts. Nothing to see. 
 
05/07/95 – Nothing happening, cable laid to 6

th
 form college area. 

 
10/07/95 – Still nothing happening apparently.    
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95/6a 
Colchester 
Freda Gunton Lodge, Balkerne Gardens,  
TL 9932 2524 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Watching brief – well-preserved Roman strata inc Boudiccan and street gravel 
 

 
Colchester Archaeological Trust 
 
A WATCHING BRIEF AT FREDA GUNTON LODGE, BALKERNE GARDENS, COLCHESTER 
 
NGR: TL 9932 2524 
 

 
 
Summary 
Observation of contractor’s foundation trenches revealed well-preserved Roman deposits within 
0.5m of the present ground level, including extensive Boudiccan and pre-Boudiccan levels. 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 223 

Successive layers of metalling from the known north-south street were also recorded, and several 
robber trenches which indicated the position of post-Boudiccan buildings.  
 
Introduction 
A watching brief was maintained during June 1995 in the grounds of Balkerne Gardens, immediately 
north of Freda Gunton Lodge, prior to the construction of an extension. This involved the digging of 
foundation trenches 2.0-3.0m deep over an area of approximately 11.0 x 3.0m. An adjacent kitchen 
block to the east was built on a raft with minimal archaeological disturbance.  
 
Despite the lack of detailed large-scale archaeological excavation within Balkerne Gardens, the 
extent and quality of the deposits had been demonstrated by previous discoveries (e.g. Dunnett 
1971, 50-61; CAR 6, 835-851; Watching Brief Book 3, 19-20). The alignment of the north-south 
Roman street between insulae 17a and 17b, which had been established as a result of work under 
Parsley House, Balkerne Gardens, in 1978 (CAR 6, 835-851), and also further north in the grounds 
of the sixth-form college in 1984-5 (CAR 6, 132 & 135), was expected to extend across the western 
part of the site. Two evaluation trenches dug within Balkerne Gardens in September 1994, including 
one on the site on the line of Roman street, but this revealed only a large modern pit (Brooks, 1994, 
3). 
 
The site lies on a slight north-facing slope, and initially the site was levelled by the machine scraping 
of 0.3-0.6m of mainly topsoil, down to a depth of approximately 3.1m OD (contractor’s levels: not 
independently checked). The foundation trenches were then mechanically excavated down to natural 
sand, which varied in depth from 1.6m to over 3.0m, and this usually involved the use of shoring. The 
trenches were of two widths, 0.65m and 1.2m, and there were also three box trenches dug along the 
southern edge of the site, an area riddled with modern services. For safety reasons it was not usually 
possible to examine the section faces of the trenches in detail.  
 
A quantity of finds, mostly unstratified, were recovered, and these together with site records, will be 
held in Colchester Museum.  
 
Field Observations 
The archaeological deposits, especially the Boudiccan and pre-Boudiccan levels, survived more 
intact and at a higher level than had been anticipated, with layers of Boudiccan destruction less than 
0.5m below the modern ground level. 
 
The earliest evidence for occupation consisted of a thin charcoal-enriched lens up to 0.1m thick, 
which sealed natural sand in the southern and eastern parts of the site (sx's 3&4). This presumably 
represents military activity, although no associated structural evidence was observed to the north and 
east, the earliest deposits were light yellowish-brown sandy clay loam levels, up to 0.15m thick (sx 
1). Similar material also sealed the earliest occupation further south, although again there was no 
structural evidence to confirm whether or not this represented floors or simply make-up. A thin 
charcoal enriched lens sealed the 'daub' over the north-eastern part of the site (sx 1), and a slightly 
thicker lens sealed the central part (sx4 ). A thick layer of gravel was also observed at this level over 
the west central part of the site, and could represent a street footway (see plan). In the south-east 
corner, however, there was an olive-brown layer, 0.12×0.2m thick, which was seen most clearly in 
the most eastern box section. This looked like a dump or midden deposit – perhaps even material 
scraped up off the street? 
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Those early ?military deposits were sealed by further yellowish-brown sandy clay loam make-up, 
0.3-0.5m thick, which was sealed in places by a further charcoal-enriched lens (sx's 3&4). The 
surface of these layers clearly formed the AD60/1 horizon, with extensive evidence of burning 
together with charcoal patches over the southern part of the site; this was less evident over the 
northern part, where it remained largely unburnt. A quantity of pottery and bone, together with iron 
and quern fragments, was recovered from the pre-Boudiccan deposits in the north-eastern part of the 
site during the lowering of a foundation trench by hand. 
 
Whether the immediately pre-Boudiccan deposits represented floors, as seemed likely, was again 
unclear, due to the almost complete lack of associated structural evidence. An unmortared stack of 5 
tiles, 0.31m high, lay visible in section. The tiles, or more properly bricks, were partially collapsed, 
and all were apparently broken before being stacked. They were approximately 7cm thick and one 
example had an intact edge 0.25m long; their use however was unclear. The tiles may have 
belonged to an oven; the area immediately to the east was highly burnt, but this may have been due 
to the Boudiccan fire. Alternatively, they may have formed the refill for a stretch of timber-framed 
wall, although in this case there was no sign of a charred ground-plate. 
 
A metre or so west of the tile were the remains of a pit/gully, which was apparently open in AD 60/1. 
This probably formed part of the same linear north-south feature as a ?gully, which was observed 
extending into the north section of the site. It was approximately 0.5m wide and 0.7-1.0m deep, 
although the eastern edges were not well-defined. In addition to its clearly burnt edges, there were 
traces of an olive-brown, cess-like fill, particularly in the north section, suggesting it was a drainage 
gully, which perhaps extended between the street and footway and/or any timber structures to the 
east. A quantity of pre-Flavian pottery, some bone, tile and iron fragments were recovered by 
workmen from the central east-west trench and may well derive from this gully. 
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The sequence of street metalling over the western part of the site was difficult to interpret due to the 
lack of clearly defined Boudiccan horizon and to the extent of post-Roman pit in the area. A layer of 
sand and gravel 0.2-0.3m thick sealed natural sand in the southern part of the site (sx 5&6), although 
this may have been simply make-up rather than metalling. At the northern end of the site, the earliest 
layer of metalling, 0.15m thick, sealed a layer of light brown sandy clay loam 0.4m thick (sx 2). This 
make-up and metalling may have been military in origin, and it appeared to survive in use until at 
least AD 60/1. 

 
A narrow north-south gully approximately 0.6m east of the early metalling as seen in section in the 
central part of the site (see plan and sx 5). It was approximately 0.36m wide and 0.33m deep with 
straight edges, which perhaps indicates that it was originally timber-lined. There were traces of an 
olive-brown fill and some patches of charcoal. This was presumably a roadside ditch, somewhat 
similar perhaps to the military timber drain excavated at the sixth-form college (CAR 6, 131). The 
drain was sealed by make-up/dump, and appeared to have gone out of use before AD 60/1. Possibly 
it was replaced by the more irregular gully further east (see above). 
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Extensive and highly visible deposits of Boudiccan destruction debris, 0.4-0.65m thick, covered the 
eastern part of the site, but petered out approximately 6m from the western section. As at Culver 
Street (CAR 6, 27-9), the destruction debris had presumably been cleared off the street, although 
some was visible in section in the north-west corner of the site at a depth of 1.1-13m. The 
destruction debris was similar to that observed at other sites in Colchester; that is a mixed, mottled 
reddish-brown sandy clay loam, with abundant fragments of burnt daub and charcoal, it appeared to 
have been worked over and was presumably redeposited, although some cleaner and larger 
fragments of burnt daub in the east section may possibly have been 'in-situ'.  
 
Post-Boudiccan remains on the site were surprisingly slight. In the south-west corner, three later 
layers of street metalling were separated by bands of silt or make-up (sx 6). Further north, one 
definite and one possible layer of metalling were noted towards the edge of the street in positions 
which appeared post-Boudiccan (sx 5). Only a single layer of later metalling was noted by the north 
section (sx 2). There was no clear evidence for a post-Boudiccan roadside ditch or footway. 
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The only evidence for later Roman occupation over the eastern part of the site consisted of the 
remains of early medieval robber trenches. A north-south robber trench, 0.75m wide and 1.25-1.3m 
deep was observed approximately 4m from the eastern edge of the site in two separate foundation 
trenches. In the more southerly trench, remains of an east-west return robber trench was traced, 
extending into the east section. Due to disturbance caused by modern services and by the shoring, it 
was unclear whether the north-south robber trench extended further south. It did not however appear 
to extend into the north section, and a probable east-west robber trench. These features all had a 
dark greyish-brown 'loamy' fill with abundant mortar fragments, and were presumably 11th-13th 
century in date. 
 

 
 
 
A layer of dark greyish-brown topsoil or 'dark earth' covered most of the site to a depth of 0.2-0.6m. 
This presumably derived in part at least from cultivation, which also added to the destruction of the 
later Roman levels. Other post-Roman features included a number of large pits, in places over 3m 
deep, notably in the western part of the site. They were typically filled with a greyish-brown topsoil, 
with occasional bands of brown topsoil. The presence of frogged bricks (Brooks 1994, 3), as well as 
peg-tile, suggests that the pits were of late 19

th
 or 20

th
 century date, and were perhaps gravel-

extraction pits. 
 
 
 
Bibliography 
Brooks, H., 1994, Balkerne Gardens Evaluation (archive report). 
Bunnett, BRK, 1971, 'Excavations in Colchester, 1964-68' in TEAS 3

rd
 series, III, 1-106. 

 
X series finds list  
Balkerne Gardens Freda Gunton Lodge extension   95/6A    June 1995 
684 Pot, bone, Fe fragment, Ae pin Northern and central areas of site 
685 Pot, bone, Ae pin US, Southern area of site 
686 Pot, bone, Fe fragment, quern fragment 

Roman (probably pre-Boudican) 
US, lowering of north east corner of foundation 
trenches by hand.  Probably main pre-AD60-61 

687 Pot, bone, tile, Fe fragments Roman 
(probably pre-Boudiccan) 

From pit/gully in central east-west trench 

 
693 Sample  Sample recovered by J. Fawn.  Dry clay with black inclusions above tile - 

see copy of plan 
694 1 x ?prehistoric pot 

fragment  
Roman 

Backfill of main chamber 
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95/8a 
Colchester 
21 George Street,  Oddfellows Hall 
TL 99731 25291 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
 
Trench A. 31/08/1995 
Depths from below (20cm) surface of car park. Top 80cm - red brick, unfrogged, 2.75”, probably E-W footing 
cut along its length. Dark grey brown sandy loam with occasional peg-tile fragments, mortar fleck. 70cm to 
bottom of trench - late accumulation/dump. No significant features in 1.5m deep trench. 
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95/9a    
Colchester, 
Town Wall in Castle Park, 
TL 99993 25568 approx  
Carl Crossan 
 
Recording of town wall 
 
Correspondence 
 
Debbie Priddy,                 23

rd
 October, 1995. 

Room 322,  
English Heritage, 
23 Savile Row 
London W1X 1AB. 
 
Dear Debbie,  
 
Colchester Town Wall 
At the request of Alan Frost at Colchester Borough Council, I enclose a 1:20 copy of a recently 
commissioned survey drawing of the town wall. This covers a 32m stretch opposite the Castle Park bowling 
green which is currently subject to refacing work. 
 
In addition to the drawing, the recording work included production of a set of scaled photographic prints of 
the exposed core and tile courses. Both the prints and the original drawing will be placed in our archives for 
future reference.  
 
Regards, 
 
 
Carl Crossan 
 
 
[HB – this must be the stretch immediately west of Duncan’s Gate] 
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95/11a 
Colchester 
East Hill House (car park) 
TM 0005 2517 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
 
Superficial groundworks for new hardstanding and edging along the access track to Mulberry Nursery 
revealed no significant features. Where observed, the works did not exceed 0.35 metres in depth, cutting 
dark topsoil. 
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95/11d 
Colchester,  
William’s Walk (pavement) 
TL 99692 25311 
Carl Crossan 
 
Site inspection - negative 

 
02/11/1995 Visit prompted by report of trenches open in the street. 
 
This is associated with the residential development at the corner of East Stockwell Street and William’s Walk. 
Negative.  No trenches open at time of visit, although two recently filled in trenches were noted at the 
William’s Walk entrance to the site.  There were occasional lumps of mortar in redeposited and heavily 
trafficked soil nearby. 
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96/1a 
Colchester  
Mercury Theatre 
TL 9927 2513 
Carl Crossan 
 
Evaluation: evidence of Roman buildings in all nine trenches.  Evidence of Roman buildings 
was found in all nine trenches (including a mosaic and tessellated floors).   
 

 

There are many photos and site plans to be worked up into a full report, on Howard computer: 
Report 1000, 1996 sites, 96/1a 
 
Summary 
Nine test trenches were dug at various locations around the theatre with the aim of determining the depth of 
the uppermost archeologically significant deposits.  

Material of archaeological value was encountered in all nine trenches. For ease of reference the relevant 
depths are listed below in Ordnance Datum (OD) levels; also as a local depth below the present ground 
surface adjoining each trench: 

Trench 1 (east):  33.30m OD /  1.00m local depth 
Trench 1 (west):  33.63m OD /  0.82m local depth 
Trench 2:   33.34m OD /  0.67m local depth 
Trench 3:   33.10m OD /  0.64m local depth 
Trench 4:   33.37m OD /  0.95m local depth 
Trench 5:   33.31m OD /  0.92m local depth 
Trench 6:   33.45m OD / 0.80m local depth 
Trench 7 (east):  33.18m OD /  1.03m local depth 
Trench 7 (west):  33.61m OD /  0.65m local depth 
Trench 8:   33.31m OD /  1.00m local depth 
Trench 9:   33.32m OD /  0.92m local depth 

 
Introduction 
This report gives the results of a field evaluation in the grounds of Mercury Theatre (Jan 1996), commis-
sioned by the theatre management and architects to establish the depth at which archaeologically significant 
deposits underlie areas which may be affected by proposed extensions to the property. 
 
Archaeological Background 
In relation to the street grid of the Roman town, the theatre is in insula 25a, immediately south-east of the 
Balkerne Gate. The appendix contains accounts of past small-scale excavations and observations which 
suggest that the Roman occupation in this area spans a period from the first to fourth centuries, with evi-
dence of early military activity followed by a succession of town houses. 
 
No systematic observation or recording was carried out when the present theatre was built in 1970. 
 
Method 
Nine trenches were excavated by machine at the locations shown on Plan 1. Machine excavation ceased on 
reaching the uppermost archaeological levels and was followed by manual cleaning and limited excavation 
of selected features to clarify the exposed stratigraphy. 
 
Results 
The principal observations from each trench are summarised below. References in brackets [] relate to 
coded detailed descriptions in the site archive. Interpretations are provisional. 
 
Trench 1 
Length: 11.87m overall 
Width: 0.9m 
Uppermost Archaeological Deposit at: 33.30m OD (east); 33.63 (West).  
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Local depth of uppermost archaeological strata: 1.00m (east; 0.82m (west). Continuity of excavation was 
interrupted by an iron service pipe situated 4.5m from the eastern limit of the trench. The eastern and west-
ern sections were independently recorded and coded. 
 
Trench 1 West 
In the western stretch of the trench post-Roman topsoils sealed destruction debris in the form of sandy clay 
loam deposits with a high content of Roman building material [L3,L5]. Later intrusions included three pits [F1, 
F3, F4] cut from differing levels in the topsoil, also a probable robber trench for the removal of a north-south 
wall foundation [F3]. Immediately west of the robbed foundation [F3], partial removal of post-Roman pit fill 
[FZ] revealed a small section of plain red tessellated floor laid on a mortar base [F5]. The floor lay at 33.26m 
GD, was sealed by destruction debris [L3] and appeared to rest on a thick deposit of clayey make-up. 
 
Trench 1 East 
The post-Roman stratigraphy in the eastern part of the trench was more complex - largely intercutting pits 
[F1, F2, F3], predating a gravelly spread [L2] which lay 0.3m below the garden surface. The uppermost lev-
els of clear archaeological significance were sandy clay loams [L10, L11] with varying contents of Roman 
demolition debris - opus signinum, yellow-brown mortar and plaster fragments. This material lay approxi-
mately 0.3m below similar deposits at the W end of T1. A small fragment of mortar floor [F4] was noted at 
33.28m OD, but in relation to the adjoining stratigraphy it was not possible to determine whether this lay in-
situ on the clay loam [L11] or was in the backfill of a post-Roman pit [F1]. 
 
Trench 2 
Length: 2.00m 
Width: 0.95m 
Uppermost Archaeological Deposit at: 33.34m OD 
Local Depth of uppermost archaeological strata: 0.67m 
 

Beneath 0.4m of modern tarmac and make-up, a 0.3m deep layer of post-Roman soil [L2] sealed a very dis-
turbed spread of sandy clay loam with abundant fragments of Roman building debris including mortar, sep-
taria and tile [L3]. Below this material lay a dumped deposit [L4] with a low content of small mortar and tile 
fragments, also flecks of charcoal and burnt daub. In the north-western part of the trench, a late pit [F1] 
sealed by the modem yard make-up contained a large lump of Kentish Ragstone. 
 
Trench 3 
Length: 7.2m 
Width: 0.95m 
Uppermost Archaeological Deposit at: 33.10m OD 
Local Depth of uppermost archaeological strata: 0.64m 
 

The modern tarmac and make-up here sealed 0.35m of dark post-Roman- soil [L2] cut by shallow pits. Un-
derlying this material was an extensive layer of sandy clay loam [L3], probably Roman make-up, with shallow 
surface depressions containing oyster-dominated fill [L4]. This make-up layer was cut by two large features, 
both of which were sealed by the dark post-Roman soil: a linear east-west orientated flat bottomed gully [F1]; 
and at the eastern end, a broad depression with shallow grooves at its base. 
 
Trench 4 
Length: 1.9m 
Width: 0.95m 
Uppermost Archaeological Deposit at: 33.37m OD 
Local depth of uppermost archaeological strata: 0.95m 
 

Post-Roman topsoils here sealed a 180mm thick deposit of sandy clay loam containing sparse mortar and 
tile fragments, also flecks of charcoal [L3]. Possibly Roman dump or a scatter of demolition debris, this mate-
rial overlaid a more yellowish sandy clay loam surface containing burnt daub and charcoal flecks [L4]. The 
burnt material was concentrated toward the north-western comer of the exposed area, where the surface 
was reddened by in-situ burning [F2]. The western edge of this layer was cut by a north-south linear feature 
[F1] with a mortar-rich fill. The feature was not investigated further but in appearance bore all the characteris-
tics of a robber trench dug for the removal of a Roman wall foundation. 
 
Trench 5 
Length: 2.00m 
Width: 0.95m 
Uppermost Archaeological Deposit at: 33.31m OD 
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Local depth of uppermost archaeological strata: 0.92m 
 
Underlying post-Roman topsoils was a mixed deposit composed largely of sandy clay loam with a scatter of 
Roman roof tile and medium to high content of wall plaster [L4]. This appears to be a layer of debris from the 
destruction of a Roman building. 
 
Trench 6 
Length: 2.65m 
Width: 0.95m 
Uppermost Archaeological Deposit at: 33.45 OD 
Local depth of uppermost archaeological strata: 0.8m 
 
Removal of post-Roman topsoils revealed a deposit of Roman demolition debris [L4] containing tile frag-
ments and large pieces of yellow, white and red painted wallplaster lying face down over the sporadic re-
mains of a mortar layer which may represent a partly stripped floor [L5]. At the western end of the trench a 
robbed north-south wall foundation [Fl] was part-excavated to a depth of 32.50m OD, revealing, in its eastern 
side, an underlying succession of Roman clay loam make up deposits with indications of intervening levels of 
mortar and burnt material [L7 to L11]. 
 
Trench 7 
Length: 5.00m 
Width: 1.00m 
Uppermost Archaeological Deposit at: 33.l8m OD (east); 33.6lm OD (west) 
Local depth of uppermost archaeological strata: 1.03m (east); 0.65m (west) 
 
The lowest level of post-Roman topsoil merged with disturbed deposits of demolition debris [L3,L4,L5] with 
common inclusions of Roman wall plaster and tile fragments. Beneath these lay more clayey soils which ap-
peared to represent demolition debris [L6, L7] overlying make-up [L8]. 
 
Trench 8 (Plan 2) 
Length: 3.56m 
Width: 0.9m 
Uppermost Archaeological Deposit (mosaic) at: 33.31m OD 
Local depth of uppermost archaeological strata: 1.00m 
 
The stratigraphy in this trench was distinctive in that later topsoils covered an intact Roman floor surface [F 
1] with no clear intervening layer of destruction debris from the walls or roof of the building. This may indicate 
that the floor surface, which incorporates a patterned mosaic, has been partially cleared of debris at some 
stage in the past. The mosaic (see photographs) is enclosed by a 1.1m wide border of red tesserae and fea-
tures a black and white chequered pattem within a 0.57m wide decorative geometrical surround. The site 
archive includes a 1:1 scale record of the pattern with details of the cube layout. 
 

The western end of the trench contained a north-south linear feature [F2] which possibly represents a robber 
trench for the west wall of the room which contained the mosaic. 
 
Trench 9 (Plan 2) 
Length: 1.9m 
Width: 1.00m 
Uppermost Archaeological Deposit at: 33.32m OD 
Local depth of uppermost archaeological strata: 0.92m 
 
Beneath a succession of post-Roman topsoils, a 0.1m thick layer of destruction debris [L5] with a high con-
tent of yellow and red painted wall plaster sealed a red tessellated pavement [F1]. The surface of the floor 
lies at 33.21m OD, which is 100mm below that of the floor in Trench 8. 
 
Interpretation 
Detailed archaeological interpretation is beyond the scope of a limited examination of this type. However, 
some general observations can be offered. No post-Roman structural features were encountered at the 
sampled locations. In Trench 1 (east) a gravel layer [L2] was noted below garden topsoil, but its date and 
significance remains indeterminate. 
 
Evidence of Roman buildings was found in all nine trenches. A common feature of the uppermost archaeo-
logical levels was the almost universal presence of clay-rich deposits variously representing destruction de-
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bris and constructional make-up between different phases of building. A notable discovery in Trench 8 was 
the mosaic floor, the full extent of which is not currently known. To the east, Trench 9 was located as closely 
as possible to Trench 8 (allowing a safety margin for suspected telephone cables and standing obstacles) 
and revealed a well preserved stretch of tessellated floor which, for reasons of distance, width and level, is 
thought unlikely to belong to the same room as the mosaic. 
 

 
Fig 1- Plan of site 

 
Fig 2 – Plan of trenches 8 and 9. 
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96/3b 
Colchester 
West Stockwell Street, Telephone House 
TL 9953 2536 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief on insertion of outside stairwell/fire escape - negative 
I visited the site on Thursday 14th March and was informed that groundworks for construction of the new 
outside stair tower would begin on the following Monday / Tuesday. 

 
On the Friday 15th March I again visited the site to look at the area where work would take place. I arrived to 
find a JCB digger finishing the backfilling of a ‘test hole’ covering the area of the bottom of the stair tower 

11
.  

The contractor described the results as ‘made ground’. He said that the foundations would now be piled 
using a borer. This will not even allow the level at which natural sand occurs to be ascertained. 

 

 
 
 
96/5c 
Colchester 
St Martin’s Church, West Stockwell Street 
TL 9960 2534 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Site inspection - Consolidation of existing church fabric by Bakers of Danbury - negative 
 

Date: 1 May 96 
Spoke to Don in charge of consolidation work.  He outlined work as: 
 

Repairs to existing masonry structure, mostly pointing 
Repairs to aisle roofs with replacement of some timbers due to rot/decay 

 

                                                 
11

  deliberate evasion of planning condition, I suspect 
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No substantial/excavation work to be done [but see enclosed photocopy 2-5 North 
Transept Gable Wall]. Reports as exist on roof and wall paintings enclosed as 
photocopies. Don said purpose of work was to return site to being a church.  This may not 
be correct. 
 

 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 238 

 
  



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 239 

 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 240 

 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 241 

 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 242 

96/6a 
Colchester 
70 North Hill, cellar (Belfast Linens/Post Office) 
TL 9939 2520 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief – post-medieval tile floor, ?medieval robber trench fill 
 

 

Colchester Archaeological Trust, Field Projects  
 
Observations in the Cellar of Belfast Linens, 70 North Hill, Colchester.   
 
June 1996 
 
Summary 

Three small exploratory contractors holes in the cellar of 70 North Hill were briefly 
investigated under poor lighting conditions. One of these showed that the cellar had 
removed the main levels of archaeological stratigraphy and that its lowest construction 
levels rested on clean natural sand. However an earlier tile floor of the cellar was revealed, 
together with two other features, a pit and a possible robber trench (or pit).  Neither of 
these features could be directly dated, though the pit stratigraphically pre-dates the 
installation of the tile floor. 
 
Introduction 

A brief visit was made to inspect three small trial holes dug by contractors in the cellar floor 
of No. 70 North Hill, currently occupied by Belfast Linens. These were located to examine 
the foundations of the cellar (two buttresses and an iron roof support), however the exact 
purpose of this examination is not known to the author.  Existing knowledge of the 
archaeological stratigraphy of this area would suggest that the cellar had removed all 
previous archaeological levels with the possible exception of any very deep features. In 
relation to the Roman town the site lies on or beside the course of the main east-west 
street. 
 
Archaeology [see plan and sections] 
The three holes (each less than 1m square, and 60-80 cm deep) were in shadow and had 
to be inspected by torch light. On one side of each the concrete footings of the buttresses 
and iron roof support were clearly exposed. For each of the holes the section opposite this 
foundation was recorded. 
 
Hole 1: Situated against the west buttress on the north cellar wall. [see section] 
Below the concrete floor (12-14 cm thick in all sections) is a thin lens of make-up (6-7 cm) 
of building debris in sandy loam. This seals an earlier floor of brick-like tile (5 cm thick) 
also present in H3. Below this, extending beyond the bottom of the hole, is a medium to 
dark brown sandy loam with common small pale mortar pieces (pit fill?). This material did 
not extend across the full width of the E and W faces of the hole, but was replaced here by 
disturbed sand containing dirt bands, which could represent digging for the north wall 
foundations. This may have cut the pit, though its stratigraphical relationship was not really 
clear. No direct evidence for the date of the pit or of the disturbed sand was found. 
 
Hole 2: Situated against the buttress on the south cellar wall. [see section] 
This hole differed from Nos. 1 and 3 in that there was no clear sign of the earlier tile floor.  
Instead the existing concrete floor sealed a loose rubble and earth mix which may be the 
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equivalent of the make-up (for the present concrete floor) seen in hole No. 1.  Below this, 
and extending below the base of the hole, is a loamy sand with substantial lumps of mortar 
and frequent septaria chips. This material would be consistent with and an interpretation of 
robbing backfill. No evidence to help date his activity was found. 
 
Hole 3: Situated against the east side of the iron roof support foundation. [see sx] 
Here the earlier tile floor was directly sealed by the existing concrete one, and appeared to 
have its own make-up (9 cm) of stony loamy sand. This sealed a thin lens (4 cm) of sandy 
loam, interpreted as accumulation, possibly from the construction of the cellar. This 
material sits directly on natural sand at a depth of 32 cm below the present floor. 
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96/11b 
Colchester 
High Street to George Street improvements  
TL 99612 25222 to TL 99631 25225 approx 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - St Runwald’s wall and burial  
Trench along High Street, outside what was then CBC offices, now ‘Bill’s’. Not sure exactly 
how far south from frontage the trench was located, but Stephen saw walls and a burial 
which must be the walls of St Runwalds church and a burial (presumably outside rather 
than inside the church).  

red line is HB estimate  
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96/11c 
Colchester 
Mercury Theatre 
TL992251 
S Benfield 
 
Watching brief – Roman wall in situ near scenery dock rear of Mercury. 

 
 
 
 
 

97/2d 
Colchester 
Rear of 21 North Hill (off Nunns Road) 
TL 99464 25436 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief – possible Roman horizon 
 
Two test pits (dug by us or contractor?) down to 2.1m below present ground on land rear of 21 North Hill and 
accessed off Nunns Road (this property now ‘Priory Court’). 
 
Nothing in situ, but mortar rubble which may be a disturbed Roman horizon at 0.80 – 1.2m below modern 
ground.  
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97/3b 
Colchester 
East Hill, St James Churchyard 
TM 00159 25229 
Carl Crossan 
 

Watching brief - negative 

Summary 
A series of trial holes dug in advance of the erection of railings along the east boundary of the churchyard 
produced no evidence to indicate the survival of either the town wall or its associated rampart in the 
uppermost 700mm examined. 

 
10/03/97 – Meeting with Alan Frost and David Andrews about installation of railing along east side of 
churchyard. 
 
11/03/97 – Visited to inspect 2 trial trenches. Trench 1 stratigraphy was: turf above homogeneous very dark 
greyish brown sandy loam with 5% scatter of small fragments of stone (including occasional septaria), peg 
tile and brick. Typical churchyard soil, east end probed with fork for further 15cms – no resistance, still soft 
soil. Trench 2 was the same as trench 1. 
 
13/03/9721 boreholes, 25cm in diameter, depth around 700mm but only 450-500mm visible. Holes were 
twinned but second hole in each case has filled up with the spill, hence not possible to see section. 
 
When railings are installed the foundations are going to be 500×300×700mm deep. 
Nothing solid encountered, no significant stratigraphy – all appears black charcoally soil, as before. 
17/03/97 – Spoke to Alan Frost. Agreed that he lets me know when the actual holes are dug (Expected to be 
April or May) so one more visited needed for a final check. 
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97/3c 
Colchester 
St Mary’s Church  
TL 99270 25087 
Carl Crossan 
Watching brief  - negative 
 
Resurfacing between pavement and north side of church. Works initiated by Colchester Borough Council 
(Alan Frost). 
 
First visit: 17-3-97  
First visit. See plan with red outline. Areas A and B stripped by mini-digger revealing v mixed deposits, mainly 
dark soil with 19/20th century inclusions. 
 
18-3-97 
25-45 cms removed in Areas A and B.  Nothing. Tops of drainpipes exposed at 45 cm depth for repair 
replacement. Brick boundary wall taken down to pavement level at ‘C’.  
 
21-3-97 
Visited. Nothing. Paving being laid. 
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97/4b 
Colchester 
67-70 North Hill, New Post Office (Formerly Belfast Linens) 
TL 99395 25205  
Howard Brooks, Sarah Carter, Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief – refurbishment – Roman, medieval and Tudor deposits including Boudiccan 
at 2m below floor level. 
 

 

Colchester Archaeological Trust 
 

Watching brief report 

 
 
16 April  
Site visit to see if work in basement had started yet. It had not, but two stanchion holes had been dug and 
abandoned pending a site meeting. The holes were down to 1.5m, but would be hand-dug into natural later. 
Deposits appear to be dark sandy loam, but they will presumably hit and removed significant archaeological 
deposits when they go down to natural. 
 
18 April  
The east stanchion base had been dug down to 2.8m. It was far too dangerous to go down the hole, so a 
tape was dropped down the side and the section sketched (section 1, fig 2). A probable burnt Boudiccan 
deposit was seen as 1.85m down – it was about 25cm thick (down to 2.10m below modern ground). The 
builders reported that material from this was red burnt daub/clay, and they also reported charcoal or a 
wooden plank at the base of the deposit. The west stanchion pit not yet extended down. 
 
22 April  
The west stanchion had been dug out to 2.8m. Deposits were recorded in the same way as in other 
stanchion pit, and also included a layer of Boudiccan deposits, lying over a pre-Boudiccan built-up layer over 
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natural sand (section 1, fig 3). Above the Boudiccan deposit was a possibly clay wall in the form of 
rectangular lumps of brown clay daub. There was also a ?Tudor brick wall high up in the section. 
 
28 April  
The cellar in the centre of site was now dug out. There was nothing in it but natural sand, but seen in the 
south section were a post-Medieval pit, and a tile-lined pit, also post-Medieval. 
 
Finds 
None 
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97/6a 
Colchester 
Mercury Theatre 
TL 99294 25137 
H Brooks 
 

Evaluation – up to 2.5m of stratified Roman deposits including military barrack block walls, 
clay floors and timber slots, Boudiccan debris, Roman mortar floors, tessellated floors 
(plain red mosaic), and a fragment of a coloured mosaic pavement, medieval robber 
trenches. Full report not prepared – no funding.  
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
During June 1997, CAT carried out excavations at the Mercury Theatre, in advance of rebuilding work on the 
southern edge of the theatre complex. This preliminary report summarises the results of the excavation, and 
lists the work which needs to be done on the finds and paper records, leading to the production of an archive 
report and publication summary.  
 
EXCAVATION RESULTS 
The archaeological work consisted of excavating the twelve new pier bases, and carefully recording the ar-
chaeological remains exposed in them. In general, it was found that Roman archaeological remains were 
well preserved and of great interest. Starting at modern ground level, the first metre of ground consisted of 
recent deposits or relatively uninteresting topsoil layers. Below that recent “mask” lay up to 2.5 metres of 
stratified Roman deposits - principally parts of Roman buildings. The earliest of these included pieces of mili-
tary barrack block walls. These date to the middle of the first century AD when Colchester was still a Roman 
military camp, and are of considerable historical interest. Clay floors and timber slots were also discovered - 
parts of some early Roman timber and clay structure(s). There were also layers of burnt debris which proba-
bly date to the revolt of Boudicca in AD 60/61, when Colchester was sacked and burnt to the ground. Follow-
ing these chronologically (and slightly higher up in the ground) were Roman mortar floors, tessellated floors 
(plain red mosaic), and a fragment of a coloured mosaic pavement. These usually date to the second cen-
tury AD, when considerable parts of the town were rebuilt in stone. The walls of these stone houses have 
usually been “robbed out” (the remains of Roman Colchester were used as a stone quarry by medieval 
builders), but the straight-edged “robber trenches” showing where the walls used to be were clearly visible in 
many of the trenches, thus allowing a partial reconstruction of the ground-plan of the houses. 
 
There were no significant remains dating after the Roman period, mainly because later activity (for instance, 
turning over of the land or building on it) had disturbed or completely removed them. 
 
FINDS 
There were very considerable amounts of loose finds from the excavation - eighteen crates of finds, and over 
sixty “small finds”. The eighteen crates are made up of bulky finds such as Roman pottery, brick, tile and 
animal bone. Small finds include bronze items (studs, brooches, buckle, pins, coins), glass (bracelet frag-
ment), jet (bracelet fragment), quern stones, iron (gridiron, knife), a hoard of pottery gaming counters, and a 
possible baby burial. 
 
PREPARATION OF REPORT 
There is still work to do to bring the finds and paper record up to an acceptable archive standard. The stages 
of work required are as follows: 
1  Washing and marking of finds (this is being done by volunteer labour to reduce costs); 
2  Assessment and cataloguing of finds by various specialists. This may lead to further work    
    on groups of finds which are considered important; 
3  Preparation of phase plans; 
4  Writing of archive report text, incorporating any specialist reports; 
5  Preparation of short publication summary; 
6  Tidying up and deposition of archive at Colchester Museum. 
 
H Brooks 24/7/97 
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97/7b 
Colchester 
48 St Botolph’s Street (rear of) 
TL 99906 25029 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Project type: Town wall recording  
This project is combined here with 94/8a. 
 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 4), from which the following 
summary is taken:  
 

94/8a and 97/7b no 48 St Botolph’s Street (Figs 8-9) 
The removal of a short length of modern brickwork against the south wall of no 48 St Botolph’s Street, 
approximately 7 m back from the street frontage, revealed an earlier stretch of east-west wall which lay 
on the projected line of the inner face of the Roman town wall. The exposed section was 1.3 m long 
and 1.75 m high, and included a blocked archway which was 1 m high and just over 1 m wide (Fig 9). 
The insertion of modern brickwork to a height of 1.65 m had destroyed the eastern side of the archway 
together with most of the wall face further east. At the time of the recording, modern panelling masked 
the western and upper extent of the archway, while the base was obscured by a concrete floor. 
 

 
 
The wall was mainly made of Roman building materials, including septaria, flint, tile and fragments of 
opus signinum set in a firm whitish mortar. However, traces of an earlier yellowish mortar adhered to 
some of the fragments, indicating reuse. The material formed a well-preserved facing, rather than 
rubble core. There was no trace of the bands of septaria and tile courses characteristic of Roman 
work. A thin tile fragment, presumably peg-tile, suggested a post-Roman construction date, although 
the post-Roman brick was not conclusively primary. There was little evidence for pointing, garreting or 
indeed weathering, so that maybe the walling had been intended for internal use. 
 
The four-centred arch was apparently an original feature, but it did not have a well defined stone or 
brick lining. The rather slight nature of the archway may indicate that it formed a recess, rather than a 
doorway associated with a major rebuilding of the town wall such as that of c 1400. 
 
A small group of bricks set into the wall face immediately west of the arch was probably a later repair. 
These bricks were similar to, and presumably contemporary with, those used to block the archway. 
The bricks included narrow examples (50 x ?225 mm), possibly of 17th- or 18th-century date, as well 
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as some larger ones (65 x ?230 mm) of perhaps 18th- or 19th-century date, although their width and 
whether any were frogged remains unclear. 

 
The archway was probably blocked in the 18th or 19th century, and it appears to represent a relatively 
late episode in the rebuilding of the Roman town wall, from which much of the building materials were 
presumably derived. The recently uncovered section of wall perhaps originated as part of the interior of 
a building of medieval or later date. Norden’s map of Colchester in 1610 does not appear to show any 
structure against this part of the town wall, raising the possibility of a 17th-century date for the work, 
maybe even as part of a rebuilding after the Siege of Colchester. 
 
Fieldwork and report: D Shimmin. 

 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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97/7c 
Colchester 
67 Castle Road 
TM 00071 25393 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching Brief – rear extension – possible disturbed Roman, medieval debris from 
Greyfriars, later dumped soil 
 

 

Colchester Archaeological Trust 
 
Watching Brief report 
 
Description 
The footings trenches were inspected, initially when excavated to 1.4m, and subsequently when building 
inspectors required excavation to natural ground and removal of soft spots (i.e. archaeological deposits). 
 
There are three illustrations to accompany this report: a trench location, a sketch plan of the trenches and a 
section. These best describe what was found. In summary, natural ground was reached at 1.4m on the south 
side and 1.8m on the north. To reach that, the contractors dug through a top layer of modern ground with 
plastic pipes, and then through a thick deposit of post-Medieval dumped soils down to natural. At the centre 
point of the north wall trench, they dug deeper to 2.25m to reach natural, and in doing so dug out the fill of a 
late medieval feature (whether trench or put is difficult to say). I watched them do this, and am happy that the 
plan and profile of this feature are reasonably accurate. I made absolutely no effort to go down the trench, 
which was an astonishing 50cm wide and 2.25m deep – besides, being on the surface watching them dig 
gave me a better overview, and allowed me to search the spoil for finds. 
 
A couple of points about the archaeological deposits: there were no cut lines showing through the post-
medieval soils, the “feature” was simply a deeper deposit of the dumped deposits, and tip lines were sloping 
down to it, though not dramatically. The reverse section was smaller, and showed no cut lines. 
 
Finds seen but not recovered were various bits of post-medieval brick and tile, oyster shell, and quite an 
appreciable amount of animal bone which was largely unstratified. I saw bos and either ovis orsus long 
bones, so we can assume it was food waste. Having turned up to record Roman strata, it is worth mentioning 
that there were no Roman finds, but there was a band of pinkish material in section which may will have 
been opus signinum debris, but I was not able to confirm this. If it were opus signinum, that would suggest 
that the Roman material (which must have been here) has been truncated by late medieval or post-medieval 
activity. 
 
Summary 
So, what does it all mean? In this position, only 100m or so from the presumed location of Grey Friars itself, 
this material has to be associated with Grey Friars. It was food waste and other domestic debris, but quite 
how it links in with the various buildings at Grey Friars is not known. It must in theory pre-date 1538, when 
the estate was surrendered to the crown agent at the Dissolution (VCH Essex Volume IX, 306). 
 
Finds List 
The only retained finds were 6 fragments, including a handle (total weight 1200 grammes) of the same 
vessel, coming from the deep point of the “feature” (and therefore good dating for it). The fabric is 
Cunningham 21 or 21a (Colchester Ware type) conventionally 15th-16th

 

century, and it has a green-speckled 
orange-glaze over a painted slip pattern which may represent a fish. The vessel ir very large and flat, with 
steep sides, and has at least one handle. There is sooting on the underside. It was probably a fish dish, or 
similar. There was also a hefty jug rim with slip painting on the flat-topped rim(235g), and a single sherd 
(30g), both of fabric 21/21a. 
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Fig 1 – Site plan 
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Fig 2 – Sketch plan of footings and “feature” 
 

 
Fig 3 – Sketch section 
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97/7f 
Colchester 
Eld Lane, Victoria Place 
TL 99773 25061 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - negative 
Thursday 10th July – initial visit – nobody there though site had just been pegged out, also peeped though 
fence 27th July – nobody about but piling work had been done. 
 
Tuesday 29th July – The contractors are cutting beam trenches 0.8m deep along the lines of concrete piles 
already sunk into the site. I saw open trench along what must have been the east wall of the new structure, 
and one third of the way along the north wall (going from E to W). Under a crust of modern concrete 0.2m 
thick, there was only 0.6m post-medieval topsoil, and nothing of interest. 
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97/7g 
Colchester 
North Hill, Sixth Form College  
Donald Shimmin 
TL 9930 2530 
Accession code: CM 1998.21 
 
Watching brief – Roman military plinth and foundation, street gravel 
 

 

COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 
 
FIELD PROJECTS 
 
A watching brief at the Sixth Form College, Colchester 
 
Donald Shimmin 
TL 9930 2530 
 
Summary  
Rebuilding work at the eastern end of the main school block (TL 9930 2530) involved a phase of groundwork 
in July and August 1997, followed by intermittent ground disturbance continuing into the first half of 1998. 
Due to the extent of previous development in this area, it seemed unlikely that Roman or later deposits would 
survive intact, and thus archaeological provision was limited to a watching brief (CM 1998.21). Remains of a 
probable Roman town house were observed beneath the main college buildings in 1865 and again in 1910 
(Hull 1958, 93-7), while to the south-east sections were dug across Roman north-south and east-west streets 
(Crummy 1992, 135-6), close to the threatened area, during excavation in 1984-5 of a Roman barrack block 
(ibid, 128-133). 
 
Building work began in July 1997 on a small extension to the north-east corner of the college, where 
considerable modern destruction including a maze of service trenches was revealed as expected in the 
contractor’s foundation trenches. However, in the bottom of the latter, an early Roman military plinth survived 
relatively intact at a depth of just over 1.5m. It was of diagnostic pebble-and-mortar construction, 
approximately 0.8m wide, and was aligned north-south. The plinth was traced from the contract’s north 
section southwards for slightly over 2m, where it was cut by a modern foundation. The upper surface of the 
plinth had been damaged by the contractors, although it survived intact in section at a depth of 1.43m 
(approximately 22.35m OD) below the modern ground level. The plinth appeared to be cut natural sand, and 
was sealed by a layer of clean, brown sandy clay loam 0.42m thick, which was probably either demolition 
debris or early colonial make-up. It was not possible to establish whether any associated layers, such as 
floors, survived to either side of the plinth.  
 
The plinth lay approximately 51.7-53.7m north of the barrack block excavated in 1984-5. The former was 
probably part of the eastern end of east-west barrack block, but belonged to the cohortal group of six 
barracks to the north of the group which included that found in 1984-5. Due to the vacant areas left within the 
fortress, the exact layout of the more northerly group remains unclear, although the 1997 plinth may be part 
of the second barrack from the south, a back-to-back connected to the third barrack.  
 
There was also slight evidence in the contractor’s north section for a robbed-out, later Roman east-west 
foundation. In addition to characteristic robbing debris, there was also a possible bedding layer of compacted 
gravel with some mortar and stone fragments. This was traced for approximately 3m, and the southern edge 
of the contractor’s trench. Presumably this foundation belonged to the Roman building previously uncovered 
(Hull 1958, 93-7). 
 
A small quantity of unstratified finds, mainly Roman pottery and bone, (X(713)) was recovered from the spoil 
excavated from these contractors’ trenches. Three large quern fragments (X(714)), of probable Roman date, 
were also found.  
 
Work subsequently started on a larger extension to the south-east of the main college block and immediately 
east of the mid-1980’s annex. Extensive modern terracing had already destroyed almost all archaeological 
deposits within the footprint of the proposed building although a large quantity of unstratified Roman finds 
(X(715)), mainly pottery, bone and tile, was recovered from the more southerly foundation trenches.  
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However, a layer of compacted gravel, slightly over 2m in length, was exposed in the contractor’s east 
section. This was probably Roman street metalling, which on the basis of the 1984-5 excavations belonged 
to the street junction between insulae 9 and 17. The metalling consisted of 0.3m of compact gravel sealed by 
post-Roman topsoil or ‘dark earth’. For safety reasons, this exposure could not be investigated in detail.  
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X series 
SIXTH FORM COLLEGE, NORTH HILL   WB   97/7g  18/07/1997 
713 Rim fragment Roman  from contractors’ trenches - N.E. corner of old school building 
714 Quern frags ?Roman from contractors’ trenches - N.E. corner of old school building 
715 Pot, bone, tile Roman contractors’ trenches.  E. part of site (Roman Street area) E. of 

mid-1980s excavation 
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97/9e 
Colchester 
High Street Improvements Phase 2 (Co-op12 to Cowdray Crescent) 
TL 99815 25209 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - High Street improvements - Possible opus signinum directly outside St 
Nicholas House. 
 
The work was largely surface, so no great depth reached. Sometimes the work was marginal – eg outside 
Markhams (23 High Street) when the breaking of an innocuous slab revealed the alcoves below the shop 
(sketched here). The only noticeable hole was directly outside (north of) St Nicholas House (part of the Co-
op) where there was a reasonable trench to look down. In this was a pink mortary layer at 0.5m below 
modern road, which was possibly a layer of opus signinum (sketched). 
 
 

 
Sketch plan showing position of Trench 2 and sketched sections 
 

 
Section 1 

                                                 
12

 Currently ‘The Entertainer’  toy shop. 
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Section 2, arrow points to possible opus signinum layer 
 

 
Sketch plan of 2 alcoves projecting northwards from basement of Markham’s shop

13
 under the High Street 

pavement (yes).  

                                                 
13

 Currently ‘Xtreme Gaming’ 
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View north into alcove 

 
Plan of alcove 
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97/11f 
Colchester 
East Hill, St James Churchyard 
TM 00166 25220 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - railings adjacent to town wall - negative 
This months work follows a series of site meetings and a watching brief on trial pits carried out, and 
separately reported on, in March 1997 (97/3b) 
 
Twenty-three 0.3 x 0.3m pits were dug along the east side of the churchyard in preparation for the erection of 
steel railings between the churchyard and the town wall. The depths of the pits varied between 0.35m and 
0.55m. 
 
The result correspond to those from the March watching brief. Within the limited depths examined there was 
no evidence to indicate the presence of masonry or rampart material associated with the town wall. The 
stratigraphy simply consisted of a very dark greyish brown sandy loam with occasional small stones and rare 
inclusions of peg tile, brick and septaria, which extended beyond the bottom of the pits in all but one spot. 
The exception was the adjoining pits 2-3 where the dark churchyard soil sealed a layer of slightly lighter and 
stonier sandy loam at a depth of 0.35 to 0.4m. This material contained one small fragment of cambered peg 
tile and continued beyond the bottom of the 0.55m deep pits. 
 

 
 
 
 

97/11g 
No paper record 
 

97/11h 
West Mersea  
23 Melrose Road,  
TM 01182 12745 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief – didn’t happen 
I did not do this watching brief because I had to go to record the illegal hole in Gosbecks Park on the same 
day. I spoke to the site owner, who had seen several excavation sites, and he said he didn’t see anything. So 
we can assume there was nothing with dark fills on site. 
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97/12f 
Colchester 
21-22 Culver Square 
TL 99486 25066 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - negative 
 

 
Colchester Archaeological Trust 
 
A short note on the archaeological watching-brief carried out on land to the rear of Units 21/22 at 
Culver Square, Colchester, 1997 
 
Stephen Benfield 
 
TL 99486 25066 
 
Background to the development 
Almost the entire area of this development site has been previously excavated by the Colchester 
Archaeological Trust between 1981-82. This was part of a major series of archaeological excavations related 
to the construction of the Culver Square shopping precinct, and the specific area of the 1997 development 
was then referred to as Culver precinct, and the specific area of the 1997 development was then referred to 
as Culver Street site E. This work is published in Colchester Archaeological Report 6 (CAR 6). 
 
Though the area of the site E excavation is now effectively archaeologically sterile the surrounding area 
remains highly sensitive. The excavation in the early 1980's demonstrated well-preserved structural remains 
over the whole area which remain intact on all sides of the former site. The sequence begins with the 
foundation of a Roman fortress in the 40's AD and continues through the developing Roman town to the 
early post-Roman period in the 5th century. This well preserved accumulation of deposits is not only 
important for understanding the origins and development of Colchester itself but also helps to bring into focus 
little understood but crucial changes and stages in Britain’s past. 
 
The nature of the threat posed by the development: 
The current development involved the insertion of closely spaced piles and pile caps into the periphery of the 
construction area. This would therefore be potentially damaging where the boundaries of the new 
development extended beyond those of the former archaeological site. Comparison of the 1981-82 
archaeological excavation and 1997 observation and recording existed along a shot length of the southern 
piling area and possibly the western edge. 
 
A plan of the development site showing intended ground-works was provided by the architect, but exact 
comparison of the 1981-82 and 1997 site boundaries proved difficult due to the limited nature of the off-site 
detail displayed. 
 
Results of the watching brief: 
A total of 4 recorded site visits were made by a Field Archaeologist of the Colchester Archaeological Trust of 
which two were related to work in progress on the piles and pile caps. The nature of the insertion of the piles 
and limited depth of disturbance by their caps soon demonstrated that the potential for worthwhile 
archaeological observation and recording was negligible. In respect of this situation the watching brief was 
effectively concluded. 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 1: Projects on and within the town walls. October 2017 

 271 

 
98/1b 
Colchester 
East Hill, St James Church 
TM 00157 25240 
Stephen Benfield, Sarah Carter 
 
Watching Brief - new railings - negative 
First site visit – Saw restoration works, wrong work to inspect. 
Second site visit – Saw several small holes for the new railings for the steps at the north east corner of the 
church yard. 

 
Fig 1 – Rough site plan 
 
Small holes approximately 30cm deep and 20cm across. Dug into post-medieval/modern soil. 
 
 

98/2a 
Colchester 
Lexden, 300 Straight Road 
TL 96766 23509 
Stephen Benfield, Sarah Carter 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
 
Fig 1 – Site location 
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05/02/1998 – Site visit. Concrete not up yet. Should be ready for full inspection tomorrow. 
06/02/1998 – Workmen had hit water pipe, all work suspended. Should be ready for visit on Monday PM 
(concrete Thursday at earliest). 
09/02/1998. Extension and garage footings trenches seen. Only natural gravel at between 50-70cms down. 
Nothing archaeological.  
 
 

 
Fig 2 – Rough site plan 
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98/8c 
Colchester 
St Helen’s Lane, Quaker Burial Ground 
TL 9978 2538 
Carl Crossan, Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - Boundary wall replacement – Roman destruction debris revealed? 

 
This observation relates to a 12.8m length of the western boundary wall of the former Quaker burial ground, 
a location which is of considerable potential interest as it may overlie the west side of the Roman theatre. 
The quoted depths are in relation to the ground level in the grassed area to the east of the wall. The surface 
of the car park adjoining the western side of the wall is approximately 50cm higher, and lies on up to 75cm of 
modern make-up. 
 
A 1.4m wide foundation trench for the new wall was dug to a depth of 50cm, stopping at the same depth as 
the foundation for the existing wall. The entire east section was composed of a dark brown sandy loam. The 
soil at the bottom of the trench was of similar appearance, but with small brick or tile and mortar inclusions 
(possibly impressed into the surface by the earlier removal of the former wall’s foundation courses). 
 
Two weeks prior to the main trench excavation, a small trial pit was dug against the east side of the existing 
wall (pit 1). This was excavated to a depth of 75cm with the uppermost 50cm consisting of dark sandy loam, 
as noted above in the later (and shallower) main excavation. However, the soil from 50cm to the bottom of 
the pit was dominated by small fragments (5-7cm) of septaria and occasional mortar with no later inclusions 
in evidence. 
 
The trial pit was too small to allow any firm conclusions to be made as to the extent and archaeological 
significance of the material below 50cm. One possible interpretation is Roman destruction debris, but this is 
speculative.  
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98/8e 
Colchester  
155 High Street, Williams and Griffin, Colchester 
TL 9946 2522 
Carl Crossan 
 

Removal of a basement stairway revealed a section containing a Roman north-south wall 
foundation and floor to the east. 

 
The site visit was prompted by a report to the museum from Mr Pately, a building inspector. The works took 
place in a passage at the SW corner of the basement storeroom, where a disused concrete stairway had 
been removed and the ground behind cut back to form a vertical shaft below a turning point in the pedestrian 
arcade which runs along the W side of the store. The key to establishing the location and approximate depth 
of the cutting was a filled-in drill hole in the concrete slab (drill hole “A”) which could be seen in the ceiling of 
the basement and the floor of the arcade above. The thickness of the concrete is unknown: the builders 
estimate was about 15cm. 
 
The cutting formed a 1.9m high section which contained 70cm wide NS Roman wall foundation trench. The 
bottom 30cm of the trench was filled with sand (L17), on which a solid 60cm of mortared septaria was 
roughly laid in six courses (L16). Adjoining the top of W side of the foundation was a bed of mortar and 
septaria (L14), probably a base for a floor stratigraphically associated with the wall. Above this was a thin 
heavily burnt layer (L13) which appeared to be a discoloured mortar floor surface. No Floor was apparent to 
the E of the foundation, where at the equivalent level the natural sand was sealed by black burnt silty sand 
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(L15). The top of the foundation, floor and L15 was sealed by a 4cm thick deposit of compressed burnt daub 
(L12). This deposit extended across the full width of the section and was the only layer present in all three 
exposed (i.e. in the two smaller sections formed by the sides of the cut). Above L12 was a series of mixed 
deposits, some with small inclusions of burnt material (L3-10) to the W these appear to have been cut by a 
pit (filled by L1 and 2), the edge of which coincides with the W side of the underlying wall foundation.  
 
No dated finds from the section. The foundation and floor to the W (L16,17,14 and probably L13) were 
stratigraphically the earliest features, of typically Roman construction, and evidently pre-date a phase of 
burning and destruction. The deposits above these features (L3-12) appear to be make-up consisting of 
spreads of destruction debris within which tyere may be more than one phase: clay (L8) was relatively clean, 
and on its E side was cut by a feature (filled by L11). The individual layers recorded in the main east-west 
section extended into the two smaller sections (at right angles) to either side.  
 
The Roman floor (L13) lies approximately 1.6m below the modern ground level. This is based on the 
estimated 15cm thickness for the arcade floor slab above the feature. If inaccurate, the Roman floor and 
overlying deposits are more likely to lie at a slightly greater, rather than lesser, depth.  

 
Section layer descriptions: 

1 Mid brown sandy loam.    2 Pale brown silt loam with a scatter of small red flecks. 
3 Very mixed, mainly a mid brown loamy sand with occasional small charcoal flecks. 
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4 Pale brown silty sand.  5 Loamy sand with red mottles and charcoal flecks. 
6 Pale to mid brown loam sand with occasional small fragments of mortar. 
7 Pale brown loamy sand with occasional mortar flecks. 8 Grey clay. 
9 Dark brown silty sand with occasional charcoal flecks. 
10 Pale brown silt loam with occasional charcoal flecks. 11 Mid brown loamy sand. 
12 Compressed fragments of burnt daub. 13 Heavily burnt mortar (floor). 
14 Septaria and mortar (floor). 15 Black burnt silty sand. 
16 Wall foundation of six roughly coursed layers of septaria within mortar.  
17 Foundation trench, yellowish brown loam sand fill. 18 Yellowish brown natural sand.  

 
 
99/5c 
Colchester  
5 Nunns Road (rear of) 
TL 9952 2543 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief -negative - residual Roman and later finds in modern topsoil. 
The site was visited following a report from the owner (Mr Dean of The Stock Exchange Antiques Shop) to 
the effect that ancient glass and probably human bone had been found while digging a hole at the back of 
the property. The hole, in the centre of the concrete-covered rear yard, was about 1m wide and only 10cm 
deep overall. Finds from the topsoil underlying 5cm of concrete included one tessera cube, a fragment of 
Roman brick, a small quantity of animal bone (chopped), shell fragments, a spark plug, and a fragment of 
greenish window glass with a flaking rainbow patina. Only the glass was retained. Mr Dean intends to 
remove the concrete from the rest of the yard but has no plans to excavate any deeper. 

 
The glass, X718, was inspected by Hilary Cool. It is Roman and comes from a pane of blown 
window glass.  
 

“This fragment comes from a pane of blown window glass. It is happily of Roman date. Most Roman window 
glass was made of blue/green glass that was simply poured out onto a sand tray and tooled into the corners 
of the mould to form square edges. In the 4th century an increasing amount of blown glass was used. It was 
made by blowing a bubble of glass then swinging the blow pipe from side to side to form an elongated 
sausage shape. This was then sheared to form a flat open sheet. An alternate way of blowing window glass 
is to blow a bubble, open the end then rotate the iron very rapidly to form a disc of glass (crown glass). This 
was much more rarely used in the Roman period. 
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The bubble patterns allow us to decide which of the two methods was used. The ‘sausage’ method results in 
elongated bubbles in straight parallel lines as can be clearly seen in this fragment. In the crown method, the 
bubbles are in curving lines concentric with the outer edge of the disc.  H.E.M. Cool August 1999 

.  

 
Fig 1 – Site location 
 

 

99/10b 
Colchester 
24 Castle Road 
TM 00080 25489 
Stephen Benfield, Carl Crossan 
 
Negative WB on behalf of CBC 
 

 
 
Report: 
Two boreholes were made into the garden on the south side of the property to test the soil deposits 
there. These were watched, because previously a Roman floor had been recorded nearby (Hull 
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1958 p.219 nos. 40 & 41). In the event, nothing of clear archaeological significance was seen in 
either bore hole, though the changes in the soil profile for each bore were recorded. 
 
Bore hole 1, (close to the front property line). Up to 0.6m dark brown clay/sandy loam, 0.6-1.0m 
dirty yellow brown sandy clay, 1.0-1.3m dark brown sandy loam, below 1.3m clean orange brown 
sand (natural) 
 
Bore hole 2, (close to the rear property line). Up to 0.6 m dark brown sandy loam, 0.6 - 1.3 m 
medium brown sandy loam, below1.3 m clean pale yellowish brown slightly sandy silt/clay 
(natural). 

 
Finds None 
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00/5h  
Colchester 
Claudius Court (former Rennie Roberts garage) 
TL 99560 25520 
S Benfield  

 
See previous projects on the north side of the Roman town wall on the same plot (87/4b, 87/10c).  

 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 2), from which 
the following summary is taken:  
 

00/5h Claudius Court (formerly Rennie Roberts’ Garage) (CAT Rep 144 Fig 4) 
In 2000, a plan (Fig 1 here) was made of the section of town wall which is permanently exposed 
between the north pavement of Northgate Street and the block of flats comprising Claudius Court. A 
north-south profile (Fig 4) across the highest part of the wall was drawn on the same occasion. The wall 
was surveyed so that reports could be prepared on the earlier exposures of the wall. 
Fieldwork: S Benfield. 

 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on behalf of 
Colchester Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, 
D Shimmin 
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Fig 1  87/10c site plan 
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84/3b 
Colchester  
76 Lexden Road (corner plot between Lexden Rd and Fitzwalter Road) 
TL 97824 25036 
Carl Crossan 

 
The CAT “X series” miscellaneous finds record contains an entry, X293, dated 13

th
 March 1984, for an iron 

bar found at 76 Lexden Road. The find spot is described as “In (gravel?) pit of unknown date”. No further 
details are available. The object might possibly have been handed in by a member of the public. 
 
This is a retrospective note, made January 2000 
 
X series finds list    76 Lexden Road   84/3b    13/03/1984 

293 Fe (iron) bar 76 Lexden Road, in (gravel?) pit of unknown date 

 
 
84/11a   
Colchester 
Berechurch Dyke, south of Berechurch Hall Road 
TL 9957 2156 
P Crummy 
 
In November 1984, a trench approximately 3m deep and 1.5m wide was excavated by machine across the 
Berechurch Dyke at a point 325 metres south of where the remains of the earthwork are crossed by 
Berechurch Hall Road. The work was undertaken on behalf of the Colchester Garrison to provide surface 
water drainage for new buildings in the adjacent Army Corrective Training Centre. The water is to be 
conducted via a large pipe under the road on top of the bank of the dyke so as to discharge into a modern 
field ditch west of the dyke bank and cut into its silted-up ditch. Unfortunately, permission could not be 
obtained beforehand to excavate along the line of the trench (although an informal request was made) and 
the opportunities for recording the two east-west sections as the work progressed were minimal because of 
the way in which the pipe had to be laid.  

 
The composite sketch section (above) is made by combining the clearest elements of the south and north 
trench sections. Large numbers of roots and the absence of an opportunity to clean the side of the trench 
meant that parts of the composite section remain obscure. The eastern edge of the dyke ditch was observed 
in one place. The western side seems to have been destroyed during the course of digging or cleaning the 
modern field ditch west of the bank. From the composite section it will be seen that, very approximately, the 
maximum possible width of the dyke ditch is 6m and its maximum possible depth below original ground level 
is 3.5m. The sand-and-gravel dyke bank survives intact to a height of 0.90 m under the modern road. To 
either side of the road, tree roots have destroyed the bank more or less completely. It has been suggested 
that a Roman road lay along the line of the dyke, but the 1984 sections revealed no clear trace of metalling, 
so the theory is probably unfounded. The bank overlies a layer of well-preserved cover loam 0.55m thick with 
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no intervening topsoil. The latter has either been stripped off as part of the dyke construction process, or it 
may be so thin that the sections would need to be cleaned before the layer could be detected. The old 
ground surface under the bank is about 0.3 m (v approx.) above present ground level either side of the 
monument. Erosion and cultivation have resulted in the loss of most of the cover loam in the area generally, 
apart from where the cover loam has been protected by the bank. (Cover loam is a mixture of sand and light 
brown sandy silt which originated partly from windborne deposits in periglacial times). 
 
There were no finds of any significance and no dating evidence for the dyke was recovered. Two small 
features (?pits) were apparently sealed by the base of the bank. These were about one metre deep and were 
filled with cover loam. There was one in each section. 
 
Summarised in CAR 11, page 159 

 
 
85/4 
Colchester 
93 Hythe Hill 
TM 0142 2467 
Don Shimmin 

 
Post-medieval timber framing 
The timber framing of this structure was partially revealed during rebuilding and restoration works.  
Provisional interpretation was that the rear of the building was the remains of a medieval hall structure, with a 
circa 17th century frontage. 
 
Further recording and/or photographic work was unnecessary as no part of the timber frame was being 
destroyed, and what was there was in any case being left uncovered. 
 
 

 
85/10a 
Colchester 
17 Rawstorn Road 
TL 9906 2515 
Geoff Carter  
 

Watching brief – negative 
 
Watching brief (09/10/85 & 14/10/85) on construction of extension on the south side of No 17 up to the 
property boundary with No 15. 
 
The trenches up to 1.75m deep from existing ground level showed no structural remains except for building 
debris and ash paths dating no earlier than C19th.  This mixed deposit was 1.25m thick and below this was a 
uniform dark rather sandy loam in places up to 50cm depth visible with no apparent structural or other 
features. 
 

 
85/11a 
Colchester 
50 Manor Road (formerly Cubitt & Clark Electricians, and Education and Youth Services) 
TL 99075 25037 
Geoff Carter 
 
Watching brief – Roman floors, gravel, occupation, and later features. 
[2016 note from HB. This watching brief was on the new build at the back of the plot (north end). I’m not sure 
about the building on the east side of the plot on the Manor Road frontage. This may have been retained 
from previous site use]. In original CAT record, this described as opposite no 37 Manor Road] 
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The site shows a sequence of Roman floors and a gravel layer. Dating within the Roman period is uncertain 
– these layers are built straight onto the cover loam. The general impression is that several structures are 
represented, and that there has been considerable disturbance of the Roman levels by later activity. 
 

 
 
1/11/85, 4/11/85, 5/11/85  Pottery X397 
The first site on the north side of the west end of Manor Road.  The existing building had been demolished 
and construction trenches dug for the building of a new commercial building (Cubitt & Clark). 
 
The construction trenches have cut Roman floors of unknown date with no obvious structural features apart 
from one timber slot (section 3), although one section (2) appeared to show as many as 5 occupation 
deposits. 
 
At the west end of the site the earliest floor showed clear evidence of heavy burning with burnt daub 
overlaying it up to 25cm thick (burnt occupation 10cm).  Above this were traces of later floors (section 1). 
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The whole area showed signs of extensive disturbance by root and worm activity at the interface between 
the archaeology and the dark earth sandy loams. 
 
It was notable that the topsoil had quite a large amount of gravel - often in lenses.  Also quite large amounts 
of burnt daub were noticed particularly at the north end of the site. 
 
One feature noticed was a hearth, 95cm below ground level, represented by 15cm of compacted, burnt clay 
with a burnt tile on the top - 60cm wide.  This was higher than any floor levels but this may be due to the tile 
protecting the hearth from agricultural? activity. 
 
The south side of the site showed extensive thin loamy layers between sandy clay layers (section x4).  
These probably represent floors, though they appear to be less distinct and more disturbed than the south of 
the site. 
 

X series finds list 
Manor Road (site opposite no. 37) 85/11a 
397 Pot Manor Road construction trenches watching brief 
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            Fig 4 

 
 
 

 
85/11c 
Colchester 
8 Oxford Road 
TL 9888 2467 
Carl Crossan  
 
Watching brief - Engineers’ trial pits - negative  
13/11/85 Visited to observe three small trial trenches.  No significant features.  Location of trenches and 
stratigraphy noted below. 
 
Trench ‘A’ 
0.7m x 2m x 1.8m deep.  Top of trench is 0.3m above Creffield Road pavement level. 
 
1) Top 20cm Modern garden topsoil. 
2) 15cm Dark brown sandy loam, much brick rubble.  C19th construction debris. 
3) 30cm Dark greyish brown sandy loam. Earlier topsoil. 
4) 1.2m natural red/brown sand. Top 15-20cm fairly high content of small stones. 
 
Trench ‘B’ 
0.7m x 2m x 2.2m deep.  Cut into slope.  Top of S end c 0.8m below Oxford Rd pavement level 
 
1) Top 20-25cm Modern garden topsoil, fairly stony, some brick fragments. 
2) 2m Same as layer 4 in trench A. 

 
Trench ‘C’ 
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0.7m x 2m x 2.3m deep. 
1) Top 20cm Modern car park surfacing. 
2) 80cm Dark brown sandy loam with fairly high content of brick rubble.  

Construction debris/make-up, C19th. 
3 1.2m Medium brown sand, slightly loamy, with occasional small stones. This 

material extends beyond the bottom of the trench.  No finds or tip lines. A 
sharp contrast to the sand in trenches ‘A’ and ‘B’, this is too loamy in 
colour and texture to be natural (although the Wimpey engineer seemed 
to think it was).  Possibly part of a large deposit of sand make up, since 
the ground beyond the nearby east boundary of the site dropped away 
sharply.  Date unknown. 

 

 
Fig 1 
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86/1b 
Colchester  
St Botolph’s Street 
St Botolph’s Priory  
TL 999 249 
Donald Shimmin 
 

Summary: this site was supposed to be subsumed within the larger St Botolph’s Priory 
project, which is dormant due to lack of funds 
 
Below is the published summary in Essex Archaeology & History Vol 18 (1987), 106. 

 
 

12 Colchester, St. Botolph’s Priory (TL 999249) 
D. Shimmin, C.A.T. 
 
Trial trenching to the north-east of the standing remains of the nave of the Priory church re-
vealed traces of the previously unrecorded north transept. Substantial mortared masonry 
foundations sat on an unmortared sand and stone deposit. The south-west corner of the 
transept had been buttressed and this survived intact almost to floor level. Its northern wall 
had been largely robbed, following the dissolution of the Priory in 1536 when the nave was 
blocked off for use as a parish church. Although the line of the eastern wall had been com-
pletely destroyed by post-medieval pit digging, it is clear that the transept was comparatively 
small, c.4.5 x ?8.25m internally. The north wall of the eastern arm of the church and the tran-
sept floor had also been robbed. Two burials of probable medieval date were located to the 
north of the transept. 
Finds: C.A.T. 
Final Report: Colchester Archaeological Reports. 

 

 

 
86/2a 
Colchester 
Land between Lockhart Avenue and The Chantry  
(now occupied by houses fronting both Lockhart and Chantry) 

TL 9809 2524 
Donald Shimmin  
 

Evaluation prior to proposed residential development - Negative 

 
19 Feb 1986   
Four trial trenches were dug on the site, through the good offices of Southend Estates Group, prior to 
redevelopment of the plot to the north of Lockhart Avenue and west of The Chantry (see opposite). These 
were dug by the rear bucket (0.5m wide) of a JCB.  Particular attention was paid to the north east corner of 
the site, due to the proximity of pottery kiln 7 (discovered in late C19th), although tree cover prevented 
comprehensive coverage of this area.  However, no significant archaeological deposits were encountered. 
 
Trenches 1 and 2 consisted of a thick topsoil layer (0.9m thick) sealing natural.  In both cases the topsoil 
layer consisted of two separate bands, the lower of which was lighter and browner (see sketch section). The 
deposits in trench 1 were dryer and lighter in colour than in T2.   
 
Natural in T2 consisted of a clearly defined layer of cover loam. This was less clearly defined in T1, notably 
at the west end, and was sandier. The only finds were small Roman tile fragments (discarded). An electricity 
cable was uncovered but not disturbed at the eastern end. 
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The long trench 3 also revealed topsoil sealing natural. The topsoil layer at the northern end was fairly 
shallow and undivided, being all a dark greyish brown colour. This sealed natural orange, fine sand.  The 
concrete capping of a ?sewer pipe, running roughly north-south, was uncovered circa 15m from the NE 
corner of the trench at a depth of  approx 1m. 
 
The topsoil layer gradually became thicker as the trench progressed, forming what could have been a 
shallow ditch, the middle of which was approx 2m deep. The level of natural rose up again to the south west 
to a depth of c. 1m by the dogleg, giving a possible width of 20m.  The topsoil also became somewhat 
differentiated at this point, the lower level being lighter and browner. The natural remained  a fine, orange 
sand.  Further south west the natural sand was sealed by a layer of pinkish brown sandy clay loam (cover 
loam). The topsoil became fairly uniform in colour, although it was possible to identify 3 ‘bands’ in places (see 
sketch section).  Finds from trench 3 included tile fragments and 2 pottery shards (from topsoil) - X 402.   
 
Trench 4 consisted of a layer of topsoil sealing fine orange/yellow natural sand. 
 
In conclusion, there was no evidence for significant archaeological deposits either relating to the pottery kiln 
complex or to Iron Age settlement, with the exception of a possible shallow ditch towards the centre of the 
site.  The thick layer of topsoil encountered over much of the site, some of which may be Roman, suggests 
usage for cultivation or pasture. 
 
April-May 1986 Further inspection of building trenches etc 
X series find 402 US pot from T3 topsoil 
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86/2b 
Colchester  
Victoria Chase, off North Station Road 
TL 9924 2578 
Donald Shimmin and Carl Crossan 
 

Evaluation prior to proposed residential development (Colne Bank Residential 
Development) - Negative 
 
Note: also here are notes on two trenches dug here by Carl Crossan in 1987 (Trenches A, B) 
 
4-2-86   
Four trial trenches were excavated at our request in the area to the west and north-west of Victoria Chase, 
North Station Road.  This followed the construction by JCB of a bund, dug to prevent gypsy occupation of the 
site, at the west end of Victoria Chase (immediately east of trench 4 - see opposite).  An ?office block is 
proposed to be built in the northern part of the site, with other buildings possibly following.  The trenches 
were dug entirely by JCB and were necessarily somewhat small, due to the frequent encountering of large 
concrete slab foundations.  The mosaic discovered in 1883 (Hull 1958, 240-1) lies under the western end of 
the present Victoria Chase and [this area] was not available for excavation. 
 
Trench 1 cut through “made ground” (contractor’s term).  This consisted of a layer of ?post-Roman topsoil 
sealing a dump/topsoil layer (section 1 layer 3) of probable Roman date, containing a fairly large quantity of 
oyster shells and some rubble/tile fragments etc. This was probably a layer of dump/midden, ?at the rear of a 
plot.  This sealed a layer of gravels, which could have been yard or street metalling, although was more 
probably natural.  This sealed orange natural sand (not the expected sandy clay loam). 
 
Trench 2, restricted in size by large concrete slabs as was trench 1, consisted solely of post-Roman topsoil 
(10YR 4/1 SL), 1.6m deep, sealed by a modern gravel surface.  This sealed natural sand and gravel which 
was waterlogged at this depth. 
 
Trench 3 consisted of a modern make-up layer 0.45m thick, a post-Roman topsoil layer 1.55m thick, sealing 
waterlogged natural sand. 
 
Trench 4, closest to the position of the 1883 mosaic, was restricted in size by a modern brick ?cellar c. 3m 
north of the derelict “silk works” shed.  Trench 4 consisted of a thick make-up layer 0.8m thick, sealing a 
post-Roman topsoil/dump layer c. 0.7m thick.  This sealed a concrete plinth, running north-south, sealed by 
the remains of partially waterlogged timbers.  It was not possible to investigate this feature satisfactorily due 
to collapse of the sides of the trench. Square holes incorporated into the plinth were presumably for uprights. 
The mortar/concrete was of a yellowish type, superficially similar to types of Roman mortar.  However, a 
modern brick and the base of a modern green glass bottle were recovered from material incorporated into 
the plinth and probably confirmed the modern date of the feature, perhaps being associated with the cellar. 
The plinth lay north of a layer of mixed dumped sandy clay loam 0.15m+ thick - possibly Roman in date.  
Further investigation was not possible. 
 
It seems likely that the proposed building will not disturb archaeological deposits of any significance.  
However, clarification of the deposits may be necessary at the eastern part of the site in the event of 
extensive services being laid in this area, 
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References: Hull, MR. 1958. Roman Colchester. 
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Figure 2: Carl’s location of his 1897 Trench A 

 

 
 
Fig 3 – measured location of Trench A   
Carl’s description of stratigraphy in his 1987 trenches A and B 

 
Trench A: 1.2m deep - water table at 1m 

 
STRATIGRAPHY: 
Ground to 0.4m.  Tarmac surface above rubble and mortar base. Modern. 
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0.4 - 0.7m.  Mid to dark brown sandy loam, featureless, occasional small stone, rare oyster fleck.  Topsoil, 
Roman and later. Merging to: 
0.7 - 1.2m.  Light to mid brown loamy sand truncated by small stones and gravel.  Natural. 
 
Trench B: 10m long, 0.8m deep.  Abandoned due to high water table. 
Trench revealed only a thick deposit of 20th century rubbish. 
 
Trenching impossible in area to north of ‘B’ - waterlogged. 

 
Fig 4 – position of Trench B 
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86/2c 
Colchester  
55-58 Crowhurst Road (‘now Crowhurst Court’) 
TL 99148 25063 
Carl Crossan 

 
Watching brief - deep topsoil and heavy pitting. Unstratified Roman finds (Max Fox) from 
frontage    

 

 
Fig 1 
[HB This site is a new terrace of 4 houses with a lean-to structure on the south end, and a rear 
access onto Manor Road]. 
 
24/2/86. Contractor called, apologised for failure to notify us of open footings (of all five structures) which 
were concreted without observation (but see below, 19-3-86). 
 
Visited site.  Three 1.6m x 1.3m foundation trenches for porches along Crowhurst Road frontage still open.  A 
fourth trench (to the south) and a north-south drain trench linking all four porches had recently been 
concreted to within 0.5m of the surface. 

Stratigraphy: 
1) Very dark greyish brown sandy loam, medium content of small stones.  Occasional oyster shell.  This 
extends from surface to depth of 1.1m. 
2) Natural sand. 
 
The area is heavily pitted.  All three trenches revealed large pits up to 2m in depth.  These are assumed to 
be rubbish pits.  The level from which the pits were cut is uncertain since the fill is identical to layer 1. 
 
13-3-86   Visited. Drains dug out by hand (diagonally across lean-to plot and no 58).  Nothing of interest, only 
30-40cm deep 
 
19-3-86  Drain trenches across plots 55-57, same depth, nothing.  Spoke to Mr Savage, Borough building 
control officer, who had previously inspected the main foundation trenches for the walls.  These apparently 
revealed a similar stratigraphy to that observed along the frontage (see above, 24-2-86) indicating that the 
pitted area extends at least as far east as the main building line for the new houses.  
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23-12-86  A further trench dug along pavement, apparently in front of 56/57/58 in November 1986.  Material 
found in spoil heap brought in by Max Fox - could this be from pits noted above? 
 

 

 

Fig 2       Fig 3 
 
Note to Fig 2: Location of Max’s unstratified odds and ends for reference 
 
December 1986 Finds brought in by Max Fox, who found the material (fragments of quern, mortaria and 
samian) in the spoil heap after the digging of the trench along the frontage in November 1986.  The ground 

work for this site was carried out in February/March 1986. 
 
X series finds 
419   mortarium, quern, samian, greyware 

 
 

 
86/3a 
Colchester 
Bury Close to East Bridge (East Street) 
TM 0055 2550 
April 1986   
Donald Shimmin 

 
Watching brief on sewer trench - negative 
Observations during the laying of a new main sewer pipe in the area from Bury Close (off east side of 
Guildford Road) to west of East Bridge failed to produce significant archaeological remains. Some recent 
brickwork was uncovered towards the middle of this length of pipeline. 
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   Fig 1 
 
 
 
 

 
86/4a 
Colchester  
East Hill House, High Street 
TM 0005 2520 
Donald Shimmin 
 

Watching brief on school extension - negative 
 
April-May 1986   
Observations during the construction of an extension to the Social Service storage building failed to reveal 
significant archaeological remains.  The footings for this building were dug to a depth of 0.5m - 0.75m, 
revealing disturbed topsoil, together with rubble and make-up of modern date. 
 
No finds. 
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Fig 1 
 

 
86/4b 
Colchester 
20 Crouch Street 
TL 9929 2495 
Carl Crossan 
 

Watching brief on annexe - negative 
 
22/04/1986  Annex demolished.  Area between no. 20 and Odeon Cinema excavated to depth of 0.7m to 
form raft foundation for new building. 
 
No significant features. 
 
Stratigraphy: - 
 
Top 25cm modern driveway surfacing above brick hardcore 
45cm mainly grey ash with large patches of medieval brick and peg tile fragments.  Post-medieval demolition 
debris/make-up. 
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86/5a 
Colchester 
Colne Lodge, 103-105 Crouch Street 
TL 9903 2496 
Donald Shimmin 

 
Watching brief on service trenches - negative 
 
Several trenches, presumably for services, were dug 0.5 - 0.7m deep within and immediately outside the 
front door of the old Colne Lodge prior to redevelopment and restoration.  Only a disturbed topsoil?/dump 
layer was observed in these trenches; with no significant features being revealed. 

 
 
86/7a 
Colchester  
12 St John’s Street 
TL 9949 2495 
Don Shimmin 
 

Watching brief and excavation prior to installation of floor safe 
Summary: Roman cremation 
 

A cremation burial was revealed during work for the insertion of a floor safe towards the back of the health 
food shop. The small hole for the safe was dug beneath the bottom step of the staircase leading from the 
street level of the shop to the lower storage area at the back, which was roughly level with the garden 
beyond.  c. 20cm + below the surface of the floor, the inverted base of an amphora was uncovered.  With the 
kind co-operation of the shop managers, the hole was enlarged and dug to a depth of c 0.75m. This revealed 
a complete upturned amphora (form 27), the top of which had been broken in antiquity at the shoulder to 
facilitate the deposition of the cremated remains. The cremated bone was placed inside a well-preserved 
black burnished pot with rouletted decoration. This was placed upright on the upturned neck of the amphora, 
with the base of the amphora acting as a cover/’lid’; (see photos). Several small finds were recovered from 
the burial, including 2 bead fragments, a brooch, and bone pin fragments. No trace was apparent of an 
insertion pit or of the original ground level.  
 

Initial identification suggested this was the cremation of a ?young female (girl?) of C2nd - C3rd date.  Both 
pots were broken, but fairly easily reconstructable.  
 

Note: finds also included nail and glass ?stopper fragments.  The brooch fragment was c. AD50-80. 
 

(Location of pot: c. 6m from south wall; c. 3m from east wall). 
 

A note on the pots was submitted to the Journal of Roman Pottery Studies Vol 2.  Also in Colchester 
Archaeological Report 10. 
 

Finds 
There is no entry in the X series list for these pots – I presume they are now lost (or retained by 
shopkeeper?).  
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Fig. 1 
 

 
Fig. 2 
 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 20 

 
Fig. 3 
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86/9a 
Colchester 
8/10 Fairfax Road 
TL 9995 2463 
Donald Shimmin 
 

Watching brief digging of foundation and drainage trenches - negative (post-medieval soils on 
top of natural sand – site previously disturbed).  
 
Observation during the digging of foundation and drainage trenches on the plot to the west of 12, Fairfax 
Road failed to produce any significant archaeological features - despite the discovery of Anglo-Saxon and 
other burials in the vicinity last century. 
 

 
Fig 1 Site location 
 
The foundation trenches were restricted to the southern front half of the site (see sketch), and were typically 
2.25m deep.  Natural sand was revealed towards the southern end of the site, being c. 1.25m below 
pavement level in the southwest corner and c. 0.5m or less in the southeast corner.  This was sealed by thick 
deposits of modern dump, indicating that the site had been much disturbed in recent times - due to sand 
extraction according to an elderly local resident.  This ‘made ground’, consisting of scrap metal, brick and 
slate rubble in brown sandy loam matrix etc, was over 3m thick in the northern part of the site.  Natural sand 
sloped down towards the north being c. 2.5m deep in the middle of the site and was in excess of 3.5m deep 
at the northern end, where it was not located. 
 
In places in the southern part of the site a layer of cleanish but disturbed sand, c. 0.25m thick, sealed natural 
sand, notably the central part of the site; this contained slate fragments and was perhaps Victorian make-up.  
Despite a careful search, no trace of burials was observed.  A pit, backfilled with sand (see ‘a’ on sketch), 
was excavated to a depth of 0.8m; a stoneware sherd and slate fragments were recovered.  Slate fragments 
and post-medieval sherds were also noted from pit ‘b’ (see sketch).  A number of modern pits were observed 
in the southeast corner of the site. 

 
Text of 3 sketch sections: 
NW corner:  1.80m of greyish brown sandy loam with brick rubble, slate, mortar (post-med), over 
0.40m of clean yellow sand (natural). 
 
NE corner: 0.1m of mixed brownish yellow, over 0.15m of mixed brown, over 1.4m of clean yellow natural 
sand. 
 
SW corner: 1.50m of brown sandy loam with rubble fragments,  over 0.20m of charcoally sand (disturbed), 
over 0.25m of clean yellow natural sand.   
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86/10b 
Colchester 
Ipswich Road, land north of Frank Clater Close ‘Do It All’ store (now Waitrose)  
TM 0090 2570 
Carl Crossan  

 
Watching brief during redevelopment -negative 
30/10/1986  Visited.  Very wet and muddy.  Site cleaned of topsoil exposing a mid brown slightly clayey loam. 
No obvious features though difficult to distinguish anything through puddles, smears and large amounts of 
gravel put down to consolidate surface. Nothing of interest on the spoil heap. 

 

 
 

Fig. 1 
 

 
86/11a 
Colchester  
St John’s Abbey Grounds 
TL 9983 2478 
Geoff Carter 

 
Watching Brief: foundation trench for extension to the officers’ squash courts (east side) 
revealed a section of walling and foundation which is probably the Abbey Church. 
 
This feature was recorded by the drawing of the section of the E side of the main N-S foundation trench. This 
shows a gravel foundation 4.6m wide with surviving masonry in situ on the N side. The foundation was cut 
from a mixed layer of dump material on the N side. To the S was a fairly homogeneous deposit, probably a 
natural soil profile. 
 
Several graves were discovered N of the wall by the builder, and a scatter of bones to the S. 
 
A feature resembling a robber trench was noted in the southern trench (north side) against the side of the 
officers’ squash court, it did not appear on the other side of the trench. This feature is not fully understood. 
 

Interpretation of this wall is not simple but probing the ground with a steel spike gave indications that the 
masonry/foundation had an east-west extent only on the south side and that the masonry on the north side 
was only about 3.2m wide.  This is best understood as an east-west wall with a buttress. 
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One feature of the north end was that the limit of the in situ masonry was a fairly straight edge and beyond 
this there was no indication of robbing. The top of foundation being sealed by a layer of septaria cobbles 
extending 75cm beyond the masonry (and sealing only the foundation). 
 
Below is a note on this project in The Colchester Archaeologist 1 (1987), page 5 
 

St John’s Abbey Grounds 
Colchester’s most important monastery was St John’s Abbey which lay within a large walled precinct 
about 100 yards outside the town’s South Gate (ie the foot of Queen Street). However a combination 
of Henry VIII and the Siege of Colchester resulted in the disappearance almost without record of all its 
monastic buildings. Today all that is visible above ground is the late 15th century Abbey Gate and 
most of the precinct wall. 
 
Just inside the Abbey Gate is the Officers’ Club where recently a new shower block was built. Work-
men, whilst digging the trench for the foundations, found some human skeletons and part of a wide 
foundation. The discovery of burials comes as no surprise. But the wall is much more significant be-
cause its substantial width and its position in relation to the precinct suggest that it may have been part 
of the Abbey Church. A drawing of the church survives and shows what a loss to the town the demoli-
tion of the building must have been. Had it still been standing today it would have stood on the crest of 
the slope overlooking the St Botolph’s/St John’s Street area and thus have dominated the southern 
skyline in an impressive way. 
 
Philip Crummy 

 

 [HB – I’m sure, as hinted above, that this is part of the Abbey Church,  l but am unable to confirm, 
due to lack of information in site notes].  

 

 
 
86/12a 
 
This is the Butt Road excavation, fully published in Colchester Archaeological Report 9. 
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87/1a 
Colchester  
Last’s Garage, 10-14 Middleborough 
TL 9942 2478 
Donald Shimmin 

 
Evaluation Prior to redevelopment  - ?Roman floor 
 
Dec 1986 - Jan 1987 - for later work in March 1987 see 87/3b 
 
Prior to demolition and redevelopment work starting, an attempt was made to dig trial holes to assess the 
existence and depth of archaeological deposits on the site.  Trenching in December 1986 using a JCB with 
breaker was however thwarted by the existence of petrol tanks and pipes, and by the very considerable 
thickness of reinforced concrete throughout the building itself. 
 
Discussions with the demolition and redevelopment agencies revealed that this floor was not due to be 
systematically removed, and that destruction of the archaeological deposits (if any) on the site was to be 
minimal, with the exception of the pile rafts. 
 
During ‘neutralisation’ work on the petrol tanks in January 1987, a short stretch of section was revealed (see 
Fig 1), although for safety reasons it was not possible to examine this in detail.  Here a possible fragment of 
Roman ‘opus signinum (pink mortar) floor was observed, sealed by ‘dark earth’, at a depth of c. 1.3m. 
 
Later watching brief work on the site during groundwork in March 1987 revealed evidence for post-medieval, 
?medieval and ?Roman buildings (see 87/3b). 

 

 
Fig 1 
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Fig 2 
 
 

 
 
87/3b 
Colchester 
10-14 Middleborough (Last’s Garage) 
TL 9941 2557 
Geoff Carter 

 
Watching brief prior to redevelopment - important site - Roman road gravels (road emerging 
from North Gate) and fragments of Roman buildings on west side of road1. 
This is a continuation of site 87/1a, which was brought to a halt because the whole site was covered in 
concrete. By the time of this project, the concrete slab had been broken, and foundation trenches dug for 
ground beams up to 40 or 50cm below ground level (between the piles.) 
 
Along the west frontage were dug deeper ground beams 80-100cm below the ground slab, puncturing the 
archaeology. 
 
The deeper trenches were recorded. Along the west side of the trenches were a series of gravel street 
surfaces (A) recorded in sections (H and D). These surfaces took a variety of forms, from a fairly high level of 
cobbles (in section H) to a surface composed of crushed mortar debris (in section D). Most of the surfaces 
were gravel; section D showed clearly that the dark earth runs under the lowest recorded surface. One of the 
‘road silt’ deposits in section H was notably ashy and thick. The reason for this is unclear. 
 
To the east of the road surface was a post-medieval (15th-16th century) frontage wall foundation (C) 
constructed with squared septaria blocks set in 10YR 6/8 mortar with lime flecks, capped with peg and 
reused Roman tile. In section D further south the frontage wall appears to sit very slightly further to the west 
suggesting a different property (NB. This wall is also of much scantier construction). Behind this frontage wall 
is a daub floor (B) composed of 10YR 5/4 silty clay (see section 9). 

                                                 
1
 Hull also records an important discovery of road gravels and a masonry pier here (typescript note with the manuscript of Roman Col-

chester (presumably it was too late to be included in printed volume)).  
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At the south end of the new building frontage the trenches were 1m deep and cut through a series of 2 or 
perhaps 3 mortar floors (E) of the Roman period. The basic sequence was a pink mortar floor of unknown 
thickness followed by a brown mortar floor. Above this was a third level of mortar, also pink but with ‘lime’ 
skim on its underside face, reminiscent of wall plaster lying face down on the occupation on the secondary 
floor (see section F). (Sample of wall-plaster X421) 
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Finds Lasts Garage, Middleborough WB  87/3B 
420 Pottery 
421 Wall plaster Roman circa AD 200? 
422 Ae object - stud head? Roman circa AD 200? 

 
 

 
87/3c 
Colchester 
East Hill (Brewery), and land off East Drive (now ‘Eaglegate’) 
TM0035 2532 
Donald Shimmin  
March-April 1987 

 
Watching brief - negative 
Several visits during building groundwork at the rear of the disused brewery site on the north side of East Hill 
did not produce any noteworthy archaeological deposits.  Redevelopment (for housing) involved the 
demolition of a modern outbuilding to the rear of the brewery. This had a large cellar, but observation of the 
sites was not possible as the brick walls were kept and the cellar backfilled with rubble. The main, listed 
brewery building was not substantially altered. The building groundwork was largely to the northeast of the 
site. Observation of foundation trenches revealed recent dump and topsoil layers sealing natural sand and 
gravel. 
 
At the same time, the site immediately north of the brewery site, off Exeter Drive was also being redeveloped 
for housing. Observation of the groundwork did not reveal significant archaeological deposits. 
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Fig 1 

 
 
 

 
87/3d   
Colchester 
St Helena School, Sheepen Road 2 
11/02/87-20/03/87 

 
Three trial holes each revealed a Roman gravel (temple precinct) surface over ‘cover-loam’ 
(periglacial). 
The following letters are all that is in the archive. There is no plan. 
 

Dear Mr Dunlevey, 
    St Helena’s School, Colchester 
Yesterday, Richard Harrison and I met at St Helena’s School to discuss the three trial holes which we have now 
more or less completed. Our investigation showed the following sequence in each of the holes: 

0-300mm topsoil 

300-600mm sequence of gravel surfaces inside the Roman temple precinct 

600-
900/1000mm 

‘cover loam’ (a natural deposit which originated at the end of the last ice age) containing 
pottery and other finds – cut by some early features) 

900/1000+mm 
 

natural sand and gravel 

 
The finds consist almost entirely of pottery and glass fragments dating to the 40s and 50s AD. At least two pieces 
of vitrified clay were found, indicating the probable presence in the area of the remains of a metal-working hearth 
or a pottery kiln.  

From the above sequence it is clear that the only area where the archaeological remains will be extensively 
damaged is the site of the range of rooms on the north side of the new gymnasium. Here the combination of 
foundation trenches and service trenches will leave so little of the surviving archaeological remains intact that we 
feel that at least a substantial part of this area should be properly excavated and recorded before building works 
begin. 

Elsewhere on the site a watching brief should be sufficient. Under the gymnasium, I understand that, apart from 
foundation pads around the perimeter, disturbance to the ground will be limited to lowering it by around 250mm. 
Since this will leave the gravel surfaces and the underlying deposits undisturbed, there is no need for any 
archaeological work in this area. Although the eastern side of the eastern courtyard will suffer a fair degree of 
disturbance, we feel that full archaeological excavation is not warranted here in view of the fact that this area is a 

                                                 
2
 Please note correct name is St Helena and NOT St Helena’s. But original record not amended here. 
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considerable distance away from the Roman street frontage (which lies on the western edge of the main school 
block).  

We would like therefore to carry out a limited excavation of the northern third of the western courtyard. The work 
would last ten weeks and be done mainly with the aid of workers on our MSC scheme and some volunteer 
diggers. The exact timing is not too important as far as we are concerned providing we are able to finish by mid-
August when the MSC scheme comes to an end. We could have a break in June, if necessary, to avoid digging 
during the exams – we hope that the headmaster can pick the ten weeks which suit the school best. 

Since our work force will be small, we propose to start on the western half of the strip and extend into the western 
half if results warrant it and time permits. The finished excavations could be up to a metre deep.  

Most of the additional costs which this project would incur derive from the salary of a site director for the duration 
of the excavation and the salaries of that person plus a find analyst during the preparation of the report (which 
would begin soon after the excavation finished). We estimate that £9,000 is needed for the whole project, i.e. 
excavation and report preparation. Do you think that the County Council could find this sum? English Heritage is 
easily the Trust’s largest source of funds (over £60,000 this year). However, because its rescue budget is always 
under great pressure from requests from all over the country, it always proves difficult to winkle more funds out of 
them, particularly at short notice, as this would be. It would be much simpler if the County could provide the extra 
funds for St Helena’s and regard English Heritage’s contribution to this specific project as simply its broad 
financial support for our work in general. 

  Yours sincerely    Philip Crummy    (20/03/87) 
 
Dear Caroline 
   St Helena’s School 
Following our conversation yesterday in Chelmsford, I enclose some information about the site of the proposed 
building work at St Helena’s School. Our meeting with the school authorities is 6

th
 March so we will have a clearer 

view about timetable then. I hope we can put an excavation off until the summer of 1988 but from what Debbie 
says this seems unlikely. If it is to go ahead this year, we will of course submit a proper application. Temple 2 was 
excavated in the 1980s and was to be published (along with Temple 3) in Camulodunum II but this never 
appeared. However, there is some information about it in various places. Ros Niblett’s 1970 excavation (now 
published by CBA) took place in the playing fields to the immediate southwest. The remains of metal working and 
other industrial activities (pre AD 60/1) are to be expected on the St Helena’s School site and predate the precinct. 
 
Yours sincerely   Philip Crummy   (11/02/1987) 
 

Dear Mr Crummy 
  St Helena’s School, Colchester 
With reference to my telephone conversation with you, I confirm that a meeting will be held at St Helena’s School, 
Sheepen Road, Colchester, on Friday 6 March 1987 at 9.30 am and that the first item on the agenda will concern 
the archaeological implications of the project. 
You are very welcome to join the meeting for this time and I look forward to meeting you then. 
Yours sincerely 
E. Dunlevey 
For County Education Officer.  
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87/6a 
Colchester 
Colchester Institute, Sheepen Road 
TL 988 255 
C Crossan and H Brooks  

 
Note from Carl (March 1998): Have yet to find site notes etc. on trial trenches mentioned in this 
correspondence. P.S. This was perhaps carried out by Geoff Carter? Gone to museum? 
Also currently elusive are notes on Watching Brief assumed to have taken place here in 1989. There is a 
Museum accession code (1989.19) issued for finds from Institute. 
 
Note from Howard (Dec 2016): There is a plan attached to notes showing position of two 1986 trenches. I 
have potted them (blue blobs) on the plan below of the 2006 evaluation report (CAT Report 368). There is no 
detail of what strata or features encountered. But this area (ie, the Octagon and building to its west - now all 
demolished) has been subsumed into the Site H excavation at Institute in 2009 (for which see big CAT report 
forthcoming).  
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Original correspondence is given below. 
 

Dear Sir, 
 Colchester Institute, Sheepen Road, Colchester 
 Following the meeting on 21

st
 May with Mr Gregory, Mr Gill and Mr Scott at the above, I write to 

confirm that the Trust will excavate two trial trenches, one on the site of the Hexagonal block and the 
other on the site of the rectangular building. The holes will be dug as soon as possible, probably during 
the week beginning 1

st
 June. The trenches will be dug to establish whether or not significant 

archaeological remains survive in the area and to determine their depth. When we are in a position to 
suggest a starting date, I will contact Mr Scott to arrange for the pegging out of the holes on site. The 
maximum depth of these holes will be 1.5 metres.  
 I hope this is in order. Thank you for your co-operation. 
Yours faithfully    Philip Crummy    27/05/1987 
 
Dear Sir, 
   Colchester Institute 
 We have now completed the exploratory work at the above site. Although there are still substantial 
archaeological deposits surviving on the site, we feel that a watching brief would be appropriate in view 
of the limited disturbance proposed. This should not involve any delays to the work programme.  
 Thank you very much for your co-operation in this matter, which is much appreciated. 
 Yours faithfully  Philip Crummy 

 

 
87/6b 
Colchester 
Rear of Magazine Farm Way - Bluebottle Grove / Lexden Dyke middle 
TL 9738 2459 
Geoff Carter 

 
Note from Howard: This is the excavation prior to the restoration of the Colchester dyke known as both 
Bluebottle Grove and Lexden Dyke Middle. It is fully published in Colchester Archaeological Report 11 
(Camulodunum II) pages 154-9.  
 

There are no original records at CAT – must have been archived to Museum.  
 

 
 
87/8a 
Colchester 
St  Botolph’s Street, St  Botolph’s Priory  
TM 000 249 
G Carter 
 
This project should have been subsumed within the larger St Botolph’s project, which is dormant due to lack 
of funds 
 
Below is the published summary from Essex Archaeology & History 19 (1988), 264. 
 

15. Colchester, St. Botolph’s Priory (TM 000249) 
G. Carter, C.A.T. 
Exploratory trenches were dug in part of the Britannia Works site which lies outside the scheduled 
area. This was done to determine whether remains of the monastic buildings extended outside the 
scheduled area, and if these, or any other features, would be damaged by redevelopment. Two foun-
dations with adjacent floors, presumably belonging to the priory, were located immediately to the south 
of the scheduled area at a depth of c. 1-1.4 m. In the same area, waterlogged remains were also ob-
served at a depth of 2m. No other archaeological features were found, due to the substantial depth of 
topsoil and the presence of underground chambers forming part of the Britannia works. 
 
Previous Summaries: Priddy (ed) 1987, 106. 
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Finds: C.A.T; to go to C.E.M. 

 

 
 
87/10a 
Colchester 
107 Crouch Street – Crouched Friars Nursing Home 
TL 98998 24994 
Carl Crossan 

 
Watching brief - Roman levels revealed in construction of nursing home extension. 
Note from Howard: the context of this watching brief is that there was a large excavation here in 1984, 
reported in CAG Bulletin Volume 28 (1985) 

 
5/10/87 
Ground level reduced to 0.4m below level of yard (B) and adjoining house.  
 
8/10/87 
Roman level exposed at approximately the same level as yard ‘B’; gradually rising to the north at roughly the 
same inclination as modern ground level. Roman is very mixed; mainly a thick deposit of pale yellowish 
brown silty clay with occasional red burnt patches. Scatterings of tile, some septaria, but no tangible 
features.  
 
Overall, site cleared to 0.3-0.5m below level of yard ‘B’. New foundation trenches 0.9m wide, 0.9m deep 
(from reduced level.) Natural sand at 0.8m at northern end, but beyond level of bottom of trench at southern 
end. 
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Opus signinum at SW corner – C on plan – photographed.  
 

 
Fig 2 section A:  
(1) Post-Roman dark topsoil 
(2) Mixed dark brown sandy loam with high content of burnt daub. Roman. 
(3) Tile and burnt daub layer 0.15m thick. 
(4) Pale brown clay with occasional small tile fragment, 0.1m thick. 
(5) Opus signinum on layer of small tile fragments (6). ).1m to 0.2m thick 
(6) Mainly small tile fragments and mid brown / reddish brown burnt clay. Up to 0.1m thick. 
(7) Large opus-signinum-covered tile. 
(8) Very mixed, mainly mid-brown loamy sand with patches and flecks of silty sand, clay, charcoal, and 
occasional burnt daub.   
 
X Series finds 

430 Sherds Roman Collection of  US sherds found by workmen during machining 
431 Sherds Roman Found in spoil heap by Dennis Tripp 
432 Sherds Roman Found in loose near S. E. corner by D. Tripp 
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87/12a 
Colchester 
166 Lexden Road 
TL 96768 25086 
Carl Crossan 

 
Watching brief - negative 
Note from Howard: site is opposite Sun Inn, but set back off Lexden Road along a drive/track 

 
Fig 1 

 
21-12-87  Visited.  Trench 0.5m wide x 0.9m deep.  No significant features.  Stratigraphy: 

 

 
Fig 2 

 
Very dark grayish brown sandy loam topsoil.  Merging to:- 
Mid brown silt loam, slightly reddish tinge.  Early soil horizon. 
Reddish brown stony sand; natural 
 
Summary: Negative, stratigraphy noted. 
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88/1a 
Colchester 
Butt Road, Police Station 
TL 99271 24774 
Steve Benfield 
 

Watching Brief – one Roman N-S burial removed by contactor’s trench 
During construction of Police garage S of the police station and W of 47 Butt Road, a watching brief recorded 
a Roman inhumation burial aligned N-S. The ends of the burial were seen in the opposing faces of a 
contractor’s trench, but the majority of the burial and its contents had been removed (some fragments were 
recovered).   
 
This burial is only 10m NW of the three E-W inhumations excavated by Steve Benfield at 47 Butt Road in 
1998 (CAT Reports 11, 58), and approximately 20m SSW of the SW corner of the excavated Roman 
cemetery (CAR Report 9). As a N-S burial, it will be early (before the later 3rd century), as in the excavated 
examples to the north. 

 
 
The 1988 inhumation (red) superimposed on the plan of the 1998 excavation of 47 Butt Rd (CAT 
Report 11, 58) 
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1988 inhumation (red) shown on contemporary OS 

 

 
At scale, south edge of burial is 4m north of brick wall on south edge of site, and its east edge is 
5.22m west of the east brick wall of the property  
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Profile of inhumation 
 
X series finds list Butt Road Police Station WB    88/1A   04/02/1988 
 

451 Fe Nails Roman From burial cut by trench. South section 
452 Pot, bone Roman from north section of burial 
453 Pot, bone Roman from south section of burial 

 

 
 
88/1d 
Colchester 
Straight Road, rear of 274-298 (Heath Farm Dyke)  
TL 9683 2360 
Carl Crossan 
 
Excavation  across bank and eastern edge of dyke.  
 
Published in CAR 11, page 160: A trench, 18.1 x 3.5m, was excavated across the course 
of Heath Farm Dyke at the rear of 274-98 Straight Road. The base of the rampart was not 
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well defined and the ditch proved to be shallow (approx 1.5m deep from the surface of the 
field).   
 

 
Fig 1 - outline of new housing estate 
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Figs 2, 3 trench in relation to earthwork and proposed housing 
 

 
88/3a 
Colchester 
64 Oaklands Avenue 
TL 96291 24061 
Carl Crossan  
 
Site inspection - negative 
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31-3-88 
Rear garden.  Reported by owner, Mrs Bellows.  Hole suddenly appeared in the garden.  
Vertical shaft, 4.6m deep.  Soft material from collapsed top and lower sides resting on 
bottom.  Diameter at top: 1m.  Diameter at bottom: 1.6m 
 
No trace of lining.  Assumed to be a well shaft, date unknown. Two black and white 
photographs taken. 

 
Fig 1 
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88/4a  
Colchester 
53 Crowhurst Rd 
TL 99148 25080 
Max Fox (Ex CAT) 

 
Max Fox test trench No. 1 
Garden soil – Rich black loam, lots of humus. Much disturbed pot, e.g. black-burnished, some samian, the 
odd tessera etc. mixed with modern pot, e.g. willow pattern and numerous nails etc. 
L1: Soil -  Dark brown loam, rich in texture, tinged to black.  

Inclusions: Bones – chicken and some larger broken ones, presumably cattle of some sort. 
      Fe nails – thin, angular with heads.  

Tile – tegula fragment, imbrex fragment and a regular fragment of some stone       type. 
Oyster shells – as ever 
Pot – Amphora fragment, flagon neck, samian black burnished (variety of), grey ware 
(variety of), reddish brown pot (some hatching markings, some dimpled), some frags of a 
whiter or light brown variety and some rough looking black/grey ware. 
Tesserae 

Small find – one black burnished gambling counter. 
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L2: Soil – greeny, yellowy, gray sandy and clay, from remnants of clay blocks and occasional pea grit. 
   Inclusions: Bone – cattle 
        Stone – septaria  
        Tesserae and painted plaster 
        Tile – brick tile imbrex and an odd bit 
        Mortar – floor or roof? 

Pot – Roman black/gray, black, red/brown with hatching, samian good and worn, one 
white piece and one grey. 

L3: Soil – rich dark loam and oyster shell spread.  
 Inclusions: Bone fragments 
        Pot – black burnished, white, grey 
L4: Second demolition layer: Soil – orangey/brown sandy and remnants of clay blocks and pea grit 
 Inclusions: Bone – cattle 
       Tile 
        Floor mortar – pink  
        Clay daub 
        Fe nails – variety  
        Tessera 
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Pot – Amphora, grey (almost painted grey), white (flagon neck fragments), black 
burnished and other black, reddy brown fragments, white with red colouration.  

L5: Third demolition layer? Soil – brown sandy loam, granules of plaster/op sig 
 Inclusions: Bone x 1 
       Fe nail x 1 
       Pot – black burnished and black 
L6:  rich greeny sandy loam, in some places thin, in others thick.  
 Inclusions: Tile – Imbrex?  
        Bone – cattle 
        Tesserae – rough 
        Fe nail 
        Charcoal 
        Pink mortar wall floor type 
        Glass – one fragment from stem base 
        Pot – black burnished and other amphora fragment, black 
        Painted plaster – chunk of 
L7: organic refuse layer. Soil – rich grey (and some green) with lots of ashy charcoal and oystershell. 
 Inclusions: Bone – cattle 
        Fe nails – variety 
        Mosaic cube white 
        Tile 
         Amphora fragment 

Pot – samian and burnt samian base. Some unusual mottled red/brown fragments, 
metallic grey inside. Some pinky white fragments.  

         Small finds – Fe hob nails surely enough for a pair of soles.  
     

X series finds 
467 Pot, Fe u/s garden soil U/s 

468 Pot, bone, fe, amphora dark brown loam c.70cm beneath current surface (L1) L1 

469 Pottery (black burnished ware), 
roundel, pot counter 

from dark brown loam c.70cm beneath current surface 
(L1) 

L1 

470 Soil sample sample L1 L1 

471 Pot, bone, Fe, tile, tessera greeny, yellowy grey sandy clay (demolition layer?) 80-
90cm from surface (L2, B1) 

L2, 
B1 

472 Soil sample soil sample from (L2) (see X471) L2 

473 Pot, bone rich dark loam/oyster shell spread between L2/L4 (L3, 
B1) 

L3, 
B1 

474 Soil sample sample L3, B1  

475 Pot, bone, tile orangey-brown sandy/clay 1.10m from surface L4 L4 

476 Soil sample sample L4 L4 

477 Pot, bone, tile brown sandy loam (demolition layer!) c.1.40m from sur-
face L5, B1 

L5 

478 Soil sample sample L5 L5 

479 Pot, bone, tile, painted plaster rich greeny sandy loam C.1.41m from surface L6 (B1) L6 

480 Soil sample soil sample L6 (B1) L6 

481 Pot, bone, Fe rich grey (some green) organic c1.45m from surface L7 
(B2) 

L7 

482 Soil sample (oyster) soil sample L7 L7 

483 Fe (hob nails) from L7 ?hob nails L7 

 

 
 
 
88/4c 
Colchester  
7-12 The Avenue 
TL 98429 24822 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
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Trench, 0.6m deep dug along edge of pavement to replace balustrade wall in front of nos. 7-15 The Avenue.  
Section composed of garden topsoil above 0.4m reddish brown sandy loam with medium content of small 
stones (natural).   
 
No significant features. 

 
Correspondence: 
Dear Mr Pilkington, 
    Balustrade Wall  
I notice that you have submitted a planning application for the repair or reconstruction of the balustrade wall at the front 
of your property. This is of interest since you live in an area of considerable archaeological importance where even minor 
groundworks have in the past revealed noteworthy early features such as cremated Roman remains. 
I appreciate that the extent of the work needed is uncertain at present. However, if it should become necessary to dig a 
new foundation I would be most grateful if you could contact me at the time so that I may inspect the trench. This would 
not involve any interruption to the work and I or one of my colleagues could be there within minutes since our office is 
only a few hundred yards away.  
Please do not trouble to acknowledge this letter at present. I look forward to hearing from you in due course if any 
digging work takes place.  With thanks, Yours sincerely, Carl Crossan, Assistant Director 

 

 
 
88/5a  
Colchester 
Nicholson’s Nursery (now The Dell, off Priory Street) 
TM 00162 24997 
Carl Crossan 
 
Evaluation prior to redevelopment for 61 flats and 1 house.  Generally negative 
because post-medieval soils over waterlogged clay 3. 

                                                 
3
 See 90/9b for the watching brief stage of this project  
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22/3/88: Site meeting with Mr O’Connor, Beverley Homes. Demolition starting mid-late April. Will provide a 
JCB for 3 trial holes. Foundations will be piled. Bore holes (see plans) hit natural gravel at 2m, water at 9m. 
 

7/4/88: Demolition due to start. Called: site locked and deserted. 
 

 
Fig 1 site location 
 
Trial trenching, test pits at approx the spots shown by the red squares. Materials observed in soil were very 
sparse brick and flowerpot.  
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Fig 2 location and section of Trench 1 in North Centre of site  
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Fig 3 location and section of Trench 2 in West Centre of site  
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Fig 4 location and section of Trench 3 in Northeast corner of site  

 
 

 
88/8a 
Colchester 
33-4 St Botolph’s Street 
TL 9994 2493 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Watching brief: Summary: Post-Roman dark earth and ?rubble 
Observation of a contractors’ trench for a pier base during renovation work revealed a series of largely sterile 
archaeological deposits. The trench, situated towards the rear of the property, measured approx 1.25m 
square, on a north-northeast/south-southwest alignment (see plan). 
 
The trench was dug through a concrete floor and also cut a modern brick and concrete footing (see section). 
The deposits in the sides of the trench consisted largely of a dark greyish brown topsoil; in total 
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approximately 2m thick. The upper 1.5m was uniform in colour and texture. This sealed a thin, black 
horizontal deposit. The lower 0.5m of topsoil contained several similar bands of more limited extent.  It was 
not clear how these black lenses were formed, although possibly they represent periodic silting.  Whether the 
layers of topsoil represented a gradual accumulation, or whether they included pit or ditch fills, or make-up, 
was also uncertain. 
 

The ‘dark earth’ sealed a greyish layer, consisting largely of mortar and rubble (septaria and ?tile fragments). 
It was not possible to ascertain the thickness of this deposit or to examine it in detail due to the proximity of 
the water table at this level. No dating evidence was obtained from the rubble to help clarify whether it 
derived from the destruction of the priory or later activity, or even from the construction of the priory or 
Roman activity. 

 
Fig 1 
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Fig 2 

 

 
88/8b 
Colchester 
42 Crouch Street 
TL 9912 2494 
Donald Shimmin 
 
This is the excavation at 42 Crouch Street, published by Donald Shimmin in 
Colchester Archaeological Report 9, pages 245-256 
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88/9a 
Colchester 
89 Crouch Street 
TL 9907 2499 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief on demolition of existing and building of new rear extension - 
residual Roman pottery, otherwise negative 
 
1. Stanchion hole dug by builders, produced C17th jar and dish (X487) back fill to approximately 1m (bottom 
of hole) 
 

2. Natural sand directly beneath concrete floor, except at E, W ends (wall trench cuts?) ?Flagon (Roman) 
sherd, handle 
 
3. Drain pipe trench approximately 70cm deep.  Black soil - 18th - 19th century pottery 

 
X series finds list:  89 CROUCH STREET WB  88/9a  12/09/1988 

 
487 

Pot 17th century  stanchion hole approximately 2m north of cellar 

488 Pot   trench to rear of shop 

 
 
Fig 1 
 

 
89/1a 
Colchester 
54-55 Crowhurst Road (site between) 
TL 9916 2507 
Donald Shimmin 

 
Watching brief - ?Roman dump/midden deposits 
Observations of contractors’ trenches on a small site at the rear of properties fronting onto Crowhurst Road 
and Manor Road revealed some evidence of probable Roman deposits.  This consisted primarily of 
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dump/midden deposits, approximately 0.25m thick, 0.8m below the modern ground level.  The deposits were 
a mixed greenish brown sandy loam with oyster shells, with some lenses of other material, including 
yellowish orange sand.  These deposits sealed natural sand and were sealed by ‘dark earth’/topsoil; they 
were most evident in the south-west corner of the site, and some potsherds, including amphora, were 
recovered from this area (X490). 

 

 
Fig 1 
 
 
Finds: X490 
490 Pot, including amphora sherd  Roman and post-Roman u/s 
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89/2a 
Colchester 
St Helena’s School, Sheepen Road 
TL 9885 2577 
Donald Shimmin 
February-March 1989 

 
Watching brief - gravel surface of Colchester Temple 2 precinct 
Observation of contractors’ trenches dug for strip foundations during redevelopment of the two courtyard 
areas (Fig 1).  The trenching took place mainly in the E half of the E courtyard and the W half of the W 
courtyard. 
 

Archaeological remains were sparse, but, as expected following the trial excavations of 1987, the gravel 
surface of the precinct of Temple 2 was found extensively over much of the area trenched.  At the E end of 
the E courtyard, the gravel surface (approximately 5cm - 10cm thick) was found to be 0.7m - 0.9m below the 
modern ground level, sealed by topsoil. It sealed  London clay, approx 0.5m thick, which in turn sealed 
natural sand.  Pottery was recovered during machining (X491). 
 

The gravel surface was also noted in the W courtyard, notably in the SW corner, where it was 0.35m - 0.5m 
deep, again sealed by topsoil sealing London clay.  A pit of possible Roman date was noted in section in this 
area (Fig 1; approx 7m from the S wall of the courtyard, and 5.25m from the west wall), filled with mixed dark 
- gray brown sandy loam.  Some finds probably derived from this pit X492.  Other finds were recovered 

during machining: X493, X494. 

 
        Fig 1 

 
Finds 
491 Pot, Roman E. courtyard u/s 
492 Pot, Roman W. Courtyard u/s; probably from pit in S.W. corner 
493 Pot Roman and post-Roman u/s, probably W. courtyard 
494 Fe object post-Roman? St Helena’s School, u/s as X493 
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89/7b 
Colchester 
Brook Street, St Mary Magdalen Church 
TM 0058 2482 
C Crossan  

 
This is the St Mary Magdalen excavation reported in: 

 
‘Excavations at St Mary Magdalen's Hospital, Brook Street, Colchester’, Essex 
 Archaeology & History 34 (2004), 91-154 by Carl Crossan  

 
 

 

89/8b 
Colchester 
Sheepen Place (Royal London Office Extension: now Hiscox) 
TL 9920 2558 
Carl Crossan 
 

Evaluation ahead of redevelopment. Possible Roman well and Roman gravel road. 

 
Fig 1  Trench location 

 
No site record apart from what is evident from Philip’s letter below.  However, good information in trench 
sections. This site is between the Middleborough excavation site (Royal London HQ, now the Octagon), and 
Sheepen (as at St Helena School and Colchester Institute). It is clear that most of this site is post-medieval / 
modern strata over natural ground (and in most cases the water table), with the Roman strata in T5, as noted 
by Philip. However, I think two things can be taken from this. Carl Crossan annotated the sections which 
were drawn by Nigel Rayner. He notes a piece of timber in T5, in centre of site, as a possible well. Given that 
we excavated 3 wells at Middleborough, and also at the Institute, this must be a possibility. Also, he notes a 
layer of grey gravely soil in T6 as a road?. Carl saw lots of Roman roads, and I am inclined to accept his 
view. There is a Roman road running NW off the Middleborough site which may be the gravel noted by Carl 
at the northern edge of the current site. Also, this lines up perfectly with the gravel road along the southern 
edge of Temple 2, to the west.  
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Correspondence: 
Dear Sir, 
 Site of proposed Royal London development, Sheepen Place 
 Some machine-dug trial trenches were dug at the above with the assistance of the Royal London. One trench at 
the rear exposed at a depth of about 2.5 m a third layer of oyster shells sealing a wooden structure of some sort. 
These deposits are likely to be Roman. Elsewhere the trenches revealed only a substantial depth of dark topsoil. In 
the light of this investigation and on the basis of the details supplied of the proposed groundworks, we consider that 
a watching brief during building works will be sufficient to deal with the archaeological implications of the present 
proposals. Should the proposed groundworks change significantly, then this conclusion may need to be reviewed. 
  Yours faithfully, Philip Crummy 

 
Trench 1 
1 Turf and topsoil 
2 Mixed rubble and soil 
3 dark grey brown earthy sand with no significant inclusions 
 
Trench 2 
1 Turf and topsoil 
2 Mixed rubble and soil 
3 Light brown loamy sand with silt, quite stony 
4 Dark grey brown loamy sand with silt 
 
Trench 3 
1 Turf and topsoil 
2 Mixed rubble and soil 
3 Mixed rubble and rubbish (modern) 
4 Very dark greyish brown sandy loam (slightly silty) 
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Trench 4 
1 Turf and topsoil 
2 Mixed rubble and rubbish 
3 Light brown clay loam 
4  Dark grey brown loamy sand with silt (same as 4 in T3) 
5 Blue grey clay loam getting browner towards bottom [HB – waterlogged soil]. 
 
Trench 5 
1 Turf and topsoil 
2 Mixed rubble and rubbish 
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3 Dark grey brown sandy loam (as 4 in T3) 
4 Dark grey brown sandy loam wit silt. Very organic at bottom. Also bone,       
            pottery and oyster shell. 
5 Timber. Indistinct – sides collapsing (was this a well?). Sampled. 
6 Brown silt as 4 in T4 
 
Trench 6 
1 Turf and topsoil 
2 Mixed rubble and rubbish 
3 Pale brown clay loam 
4 dark grey brown loamy sand 
5 Very stony light brown sand with occasional oyster – is this a road?   
6 Blue grey clay with one or two pieces of bone. 
 

 
 
X series catalogue numbers 
 
ROYAL LONDON OFFICE EXTENSION, SHEEPEN PLACE EVAL (89/8b) 
496 Sample of waterlogged wood (dis-

carded, Nina Crummy 16/03/1991)  
Sheepen place 27/08/1989 from trench 5 sealed by layer 4 
(Royal London site adjacent north side of roundabout) 

497 Roman Pot  Sheepen Place (new Royal London site adjacent to north 
side of roundabout) 22/08/1989 from trench 5, layer 4 

  
 
89/9b 
Colchester 
St Botolph’s Parish Church, St Botolph’s Street, CO2 7EE 
TL 9997 2493 
Carl Crossan 

 
Negative watching brief 
Suspended floor replaced.  Floor on brick sleepers.  New pipe work installed in gap between floor and 
ground.  At east end, facing in front of raised altar removed. Section thus formed appears to be make up 
material C19th. 

 

 
      Fig 1 

 
 

 
89/9c 
Colchester  
15/16 West Stockwell Street 
TL 9960 2541 
Carl Crossan 
 
This is the watching brief stage of 89/4b. See that site for full details. 
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Watching brief reveals Roman street metalling at junction of insulas 3, 4, 11, 12 
 

 
89/9d 
Colchester 
Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks Farm (1989 Roman road evaluation) 
TL 9731 2275 
C Crossan 

 
Evaluation – Roman road hard to detect in predicted position 
This evaluation project is reported in CAR 11, page 121 (site 39) and Fig 6.1. 
I am unable to find any original site record, which is missing (unless already archived). The photos 
indicate at least 3 trenches (A-C). The NGR above is for the long trench. T2 is close to Olivers 

Lane, so quite near ‘the tree’. 
 

 

 
The long trench across the Roman road: presumably Trench A. Diggers are, left to right, 
James Fawn, Simon Garrod, Jules Hudson  
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Trench C: Olivers Lane behind. Simon Garrod and Nigel Rayner 

 
Trench C: Towards Gosbecks Farm 
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89/11a 
Colchester 
rear of 31a St Botolph’s Street 
TL 9993 2492 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Watching brief reveals wooden drain (medieval?) 
A trial hole approximately 1m square was dug by contractors in advance of the demolition of dilapidated 
buildings in this area (water table was reached at a depth of only just over 1m). 
 
A thick layer of rather mixed ‘topsoil’ was revealed below approximately 0.75m of modern rubble make-up.  
Following pumping operations the trench was dug deeper, and at a depth of approximately 1.6m a large 
longitudinal wooden object was revealed aligned approximately north-south (?southeast-northwest).  This 
was apparently formed from a hollowed tree truck, and was approximately 0.25m deep with a well defined 
west side.  There were no clearly associated finds, and no human bone to suggest that it might be a coffin.  A 
timber drain is thus the most likely interpretation - perhaps of medieval date in the absence of any good 
dating evidence. 
 
A fragment of wood (discarded) was recovered from this level (see sketch) although it is uncertain whether 
this was actually from the drain. 

 
 

Fig 1 
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90/1b 
Colchester 
St Botolph’s Street 
St Botolph’s Priory West façade 
TL 99947 24967 
 
This project code was allocated to the drawing of St Botolph’s Priory façade. Original plans are at CAT. 
Partial fig given here (split over 2 pages in Colchester Archaeologist 4 (1990-91). 
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90/5a 
Colchester 
rear of 20-40 Gosbecks Road 
TL 9714 2312 
Carl Crossan 

 
Watching brief reveals undated ditch 
Note from Howard. This eastern side of this building site is the new Springfields Drive. The ditch revealed under 
number 20 runs NW-SE. There are no plotted cropmarks near this site, but the alignment is generally in keeping 
with the Gosbecks cropmarks 300m to the SW.  

 
Fig 1 
 
14/05/1990 
Late notification - work started a week ago.  No fresh groundwork in last five days.  Footings already installed 
on two plots.  Another two plots stripped of topsoil to depth of 30cm.  Reduced surface in fine loam with 
traces of underlying gravel.  Nothing obvious but surface now stale and obscured by weathering and wheel 
tracks.  Next phase of groundwork in two weeks time. 

 
Fig 2 
 
 
21/05/1990 
Footings 0.3m wide, typically 1m deep.  South corner already concreted.  General stratigraphy: 
 
1) Topsoil 30cm 
2) Silt loam, pale brown 40cm 
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3) Reddish brown coarse sand and gravel 30+cm 

 
At A-A, a ditch c. 1.2m deep, 1.3m wide with pale brown silt loam fill (similar to level 2 above).  Relationships 

difficult to distinguish as trench smeared by bucket and bottom freshly concreted. 

 
 

90/6a 
Colchester 
1, Queens Road (Handford House, now ‘Handford Place’)  
TL 9858 2475  
P Crummy 

 
John Taylor’s Victorian ‘Columbarium’ exposed during building work 
Construction of new house.  Trenches inspected, nothing seen.  A cavity had opened on site revealing a 
remarkable 18th/19th century cellar with arched niches in walls. It was later recognized as a ‘Columbarium’, 
constructed by the landowner John Taylor before 1852. Its site must have been forgotten in the late 19th 
century, and it was rediscovered here in 1990. See full report by James Fawn, ‘John Taylor’s “Roman Tomb”’, 
The Colchester Archaeologist 19 (2006), 26-7. It was backfilled. Stamped samian platter (used as cremation 

lid?) found unstratified by digger driver.   
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90/8a 
Colchester 
Wellesley Road Boys High School. 
TL 9899 2485 
Simon Garrod   

 
Negative watching brief 
A trench approximately 0.5m x 10m x 1.5m deep dug by contractors for the foundations of a small extension 
on the W side of the Boys High School.  It ran N-S and about 6m from and parallel to Hospital Road. The 
bottom 15-20cm of the trench sections were natural reddish yellow sand, slightly dirty as if disturbed 
(although the trench was machine dug). The other parts of the sections showed dark brown sandy loam with 
occasional brick/tile fragments and a few stones.  From the spoil, four pieces of bone (one ?human) and a 
few sherds of pottery (mainly post-medieval). 
 
A visit on 16th August 1990 after more trenches had been dug on an area a few metres east of the original 
trench. The results were similar, with no archaeological features. The sand at the base of the trenches was 
definitely natural disturbed by machine and root action. 

 
90/8b 
Colchester  
4 and 4a East Hill (west of former Ship Inn) 
TM 00220 25249  
Simon Garrod   

 
Evaluation: Pit, samian stamp, clay pipe stamp 
The landowner made available a JCB for CAT to evaluate site’s archaeological potential. A wall could be 
seen at the bottom of the modern wall at the S end of the site. This was seen from the S side only (see plan). 
This may be the wall referred to by Hull in Roman Colchester, and Trench 1 was dug to examine its extent. 
However no trace of it was seen, and it is now assumed to be the remains of ?16-18th century footing of 
building of reused Roman material and peg-tile. Natural sand in T1 was approx 2m below present ground 
level (bgl).   
 

Trenches 2 and 3 were dug in the centre of the site - no archaeological features. Natural sand in T2 was 1m 
and in T3 1.5m bgl. T1-3 sections showed mainly dark brown sandy loam with occasional mortar and brick 
fragments, down to natural sand. Very little pottery (none Roman) or bone was seen, and only the occasional 
Roman tile fragment. 
 

T4 was dug at the N end of the site, approximately 6m from the pavement, where ground level was 
approximately 1.5m lower than in the S part. T4 sections revealed natural sand a few cm below ground level, 
cut by a trench or pit (see sketch section).  Both sections were very similar. Machining on the edge of this 
trench confirmed that it was a pit. No pottery in this pit.  There were a few tile fragments including peg-tile 
(high in the fill). 
 

Unstratified finds - stamped samian sherd, and clay pipe fragment with a stamp on the heel 
4
. 

 

From the evidence of T1-4, it is assumed that, due to terracing and post-med pits, site contains no significant 
archaeological features. 

 

                                                 
4
 These do not seem to have survived. 
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90/9b 
Colchester 
30-33 Priory Street (rear of: Nicholson’s Nurseries)  
TM 00162 24997 
Carl Crossan 

 
This is the watching brief stage (ie Phase 2) of 88/5a 

 
Negative, medieval pot unstratified 
21/09/1990.  Extensive topsoil stripping and machining away of S part of slope had already taken place.  
Machining on SW quarter of site revealed earlier terracing and evidence of pits but area much obscured by 
freshly redeposited soil.  Finds collected by contractors include two large bagfuls of animal bone (discarded) 
and a medieval rim, exact origin unknown. 
 
24/09/1990 - 28/09/1990.  Visited daily by NR and MW.  Large bag of animal bone collected by contractors.  
Discarded.  Also pipe and fragment of (probably) post-medieval ornamental garden urn. 
 
03/10/1990.  Photographed section formed by terracing along the S edge of the site.  Terracing has reduced 
the level by up to 4m over a length of approximately 160m.  Natural sand is within c.50cm of the surface 
along the centre stretch, falling at each end.  At the E end, topsoil extends below the reduced level of terrace.  
NE part of the site is very muddy and not closely inspected.  Massive deposits of topsoil at each end of 
terrace no doubt the result of 19th century cutting for the railway.   
 
Arrangements are in hand for the reinterment of the remains of Robert Agnis, an 18th century landowner 
whose grave was discovered in the SE quarter of the site. 
 
 
Finds – from X series list 
NICHOLSON’S NURSERIES, REAR OF 30-33 PRIORY STREET WB (90/9b) 
 
X series 

no 
date finds detail 

500 21/09/1990 
 

medieval 
pot 

Found by workman.  From area of early terracing and pits at 
SW corner of site 

 
 

90/10a 
Colchester 
76-86 Northgate Street (subsequently Castle Court) 
TL 9967 2554 
Date of report: February 2000 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - inner face of the town wall located in a small exploratory trench dug by a 
contractor. 
 

This project coincides with 89/12c (for which see separate record)  
 

This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 3), from which the 
following summary is taken:  
 

90/10a nos 76-86 Northgate Street (subsequently Castle Court) (Fig 5) 
On 12th October 1990, prior to redevelopment at 80-86 Northgate Street, a 1.6 m-wide trench was 
machine-dug by Hills (contractors), to establish the condition and exact location of the town wall in 
relation to the southern site boundary. The trench was located against the edge of the Northgate Street 
pavement, 6m east of the boundary with 25 St Peter’s Street (an office building occupied at that time 
by Barratt). 
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The trench was dug to a depth of 1.8m below the level of the kerb-stones to the south on Northgate 
Street. The core of the wall was encountered at 0.8m, and the uppermost surviving part of the south 
face was found at a depth of 1.1m. The exposed face, consisting of four courses of tile above two 
courses of septaria, was at a point 1.8m north of the Northgate Street kerb-line. No attempt was made 
to locate the north face. Near the trench were several loose septaria facing blocks which appeared to 
have been disturbed by the machine, probably from a point above the tile courses. 
 

 
CAT Report 144 fig 5 - plan 

 

 
CAT Report 144 fig 5 - section 

 
 
Reference 
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CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
 
 
 
Below is archival material, from site file 

 

   
 
Contractor: Hills; Site Agent: John Balls; Development: Office Building 
12/10/90: An explanatory trench, machine dug by the site contractor, located the inner face of the town wall. 
At the point indicated on the plan opposite, the face of wall is 1.8m north of the Northgate Street kerb line 
and is intact to a level 1.1m below that of the top of the kerbstone. 
The exposed face of the wall consisted of four courses of tile above two courses of septaria. Nearby the 
trench more several loose septaria facing blocks which opposed to have been disturbed by the machine, 
probably from a point above the tile courses. C.C. 
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Correspondence: 
 
For the attention of Mr R Button 
Dear Sirs, 
RE: 80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester. 
        Application No. Col/90/0286 (Approved) 
We refer to the above applications which were approved on the 25

th
 June 1990 and write to deal with conditions 02 and 

03. 
Rayner Developments Ltd have already made contact with Colchester Archaeological Trust, we will liaise closely with 
them, copy letter attached. 
Conditions of designs of foundations can only be fully finalised when the cottages are demolished and the Roman wall 
exposed. However the structural drawings forwarded to the Trust assume the top level of the wall to be considerably 
higher than revealed on site, just in case the height varies. 
The wall will not be encased in any form, where the beams span the wall, a separating membrane will be placed, to 
prevent damage to the wall. 
Whilst writing, we refer to previous correspondence in connection with the approval of minor amendments to the “new 
build elements” of the original approval re: COL/89/1093. We assume that as these amendments have now been 
incorporated on the latest approved plans to: COL/90/0286 and CA/COL/90/0095 that this is no longer required, we 
would appreciate clarification of the point. 
Please do not hesitate to contact the writer if you require any further information. 
Yours faithfully 
John Eggleton 
(Unknown date) 
 
 
Mr J. Eggleton 
Dear John,  
 Thanks for your letter about 80-86 Northgate Street. We had a phone call that the wall was exposed so we 
visited the site and made the necessary record. Everything seems to be fine. 
 With thanks. 
   Yours sincerely, 
   Philip Crummy 
   15/10/90 
 
For the attention of Mr P. Crummy 
Dear Sirs, 
80-86 NORTHGATE STREET, COLCHESTER 
We write to confirm the writer’s telephone conversation with your office on Thursday 11

th
 October 1990 advising you that 

the Roman wall at the above development has been exposed, should you wish to inspect. 
Yours faithfully,  
HILLS (COLCHESTER) LTD. 
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J.M. WOODS 
12/10/90 
Dear Mr Crummy, 
RE: 80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester. 
       Town Wall. 
We refer to our works at the above and enclose for your information, a copy of messrs Hills (Colchester) Ltd, construction 
programme. They will keep you fully informed of timescales for the works, levels have already been reduced, this was 
just a top layer of rubbish. 
If you require any further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Yours sincerely 
John Eggleton 
11/10/90 
 
Director of Planning & Development Services 
Dear Sir, 
   Nos 80-86 Northgate Street 
 Further to my conversation with Mr Button, I confirm that I have discussed the proposed design of the 
foundations for the above with Mr J. Eggleton and can confirm that this should ensure the preservation of the wall. I have 
pointed out (see enclosed copy) that there is the outside possibility that there is a rectangular projection on the south 
side of the wall which, if it exists, would be affected by the piles. However, the builders have exposed the south face of 
the wall in several places and it looks as if such a projection is unlikely to exist. We have arranged for the Trust to inspect 
the holes in the pavement as they are dug. 
Yours faithfully 
Philip Crummy 
31/07/90 
Dear Mr Crummy, 
RE: 80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester. 
        Town Wall. 
We refer to the above and enclose a copy letter from Colchester Borough Council, requesting confirmation that the 
foundation design is agreed with you, in terms of bridging over the Town Wall.  
Your urgent attention would be most appreciated. Perhaps you could write direct to the borough with a copy to us, to 
save time. 
Yours sincerely 
John Eggleton 
25/07/90 
 
Dear Sir, 
80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester 
Thank you for your letter of 16

th
 July concerning the above. 

I note that you are liaising closely with the Colchester Archaeological Trust. Please would you let me know when you 
have agreed with the Trust facilities for the recording of archaeological material on site. So long as these facilities are 
provided in the form agreed with the Trust, the condition attached to the planning permission will have been complied 
with. 
I should also be pleased if you would submit your foundation designs to the Archaeological Trust and let me know when 
these have been agreed. I can then confirm that providing the foundations are constructed to the approved design 
Condition No. 3 will have been compiled with. 
I further confirm that the alterations to the previously approved scheme shown on the drawings submitted with the recent 
application, Ref: COL/90/0286, may be treated as a satisfactory minor amendment to the approved plans. 
I enclose copies of additional drawings stamped approved. 
Yours faithfully, 
R.D. Button 
Principal Planning Officer 
20/07/90 
Dear Mr Eggleton, 
   80-86 Northgate Street 
 Thank you for the plan and for meeting me on site. I confirm that a watching brief will be sufficient to deal with 
the archaeological implications of the groundworks. We would be grateful therefore if you would let us know when the 
holes in the pavement are dug – a few hours’ notice is sufficient. I have checked our plan and can see that there is an 
outside possibility that there is a rectangular projection on the inner (ie Northgate Street side) of the wall where it passes 
under the eastern cottages. However, if you have indeed found the southern face in your trenches, then there should be 
no such projection. 
 As I explained to you we would prefer it if the wall could be left undisturbed and not exposed. We have no desire 
to record it unless your works necessitate its exposure. 
 With many thanks for your help. 
   Yours sincerely, 
   Philip Crummy 

17/07/90 
 
Dear Mr Crummy 
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RE: 80-86 Northgate Street, Colchester. 
        Planning Application Nos. CA/COL/90/0095 
We refer to the above planning applications which were approved on 25

th
 June 1990. 

Condition 02 of planning application ref: COL/90/0286 relates to archaeology, in particular recording of the Roman town 
wall which runs along the Northgate Street frontage. 
I understand that Rayner Developments Ltd, the freeholder of the site have agreed with you to allow access to the 
cottages, as the wall has already been exposed in places, to enable the design of the foundations to go ahead. 
 
The keys are held at our office and we would be pleased to meet you on site to show you around. 
We enclose Robert R Leeds’ structural drawings ref: 1140/3A, 5A and 7A, being the sub-structure arrangement, designed 
to span the Roman wall and with suspended ground floors. 
With regards the timescale for the development this should be confirmed by the 20

th
 July and we will advise accordingly. 

 
We look forward to hearing from you in the near future. 
Yours sincerely  
John Eggleton 
12/07/90 
Dear Mr Newland 
   80-6 Northgate Street, Colchester 
As you know, we are very concerned to see that the part of the Roman town wall which survives under the above row of 
cottages is left undisturbed during any future redevelopment work. Colchester’s town wall is the oldest in the country and 
is of great archaeological and historical importance. 
 
In our view, an acceptable scheme would be one where a load-bearing structure of some kind is constructed to bridge 
the wall and thus leave it untouched underneath. Clearly this would involve digging up the pavement in Northgate Street 
to form the southern support for the structure. 
Yours sincerely 
Philip Crummy 
 
17/01/90 
Dear Mr Crummy 
NORTHGATE STREET, COLCHESTER 
Thank you for your letter of 5 December with your helpful notes relating to the work that has taken place and to the fact 
that the section of wall which has been exposed is not scheduled. 
As I am sure you know, arrangements have been made for a specialist company to carry out a site investigation with 
bore holes and trial pits, following which Bob Leeds will be preparing his proposals for the foundations which will of 
course include that section which will affect the Roman wall and indicate how it can be preserved.  
 
No doubt you will keep in touch with John Eggleton and Bob Leeds in order to keep a watching brief on the works as they 
proceed, and you are of course welcome to examine any excavations to establish whether there is any material of 
interest to you. 
Needless to say, I very much hope that we can meet your requirements without any cause for delay in the building 
programme, and I am sure that, as you say, our investigations to date have been helpful in that regard. 
 
I confirm that I have today passed your invoice for payment and you should receive a cheque shortly. 
Yours sincerely 
R. Newland 
 
Dear Mr Newland, 
   Northgate Street, Colchester 
 As you no doubt know, we have finished the exploratory work at Northgate Street and found the Roman wall to 
lie wholly within the site boundaries. Last week I enquired whether or not this part of the wall was really scheduled (you 
will remember I said to you on the telephone some time ago that I did not know) and it turns out that it is not. This means 
that there is no need to approach English Heritage at all. 
 As explained to Mr Eggleton, all we ask you to do is to design your foundations such that the wall is not 
damaged and confirm these proposals when applying for building regulations. If you can let me have details, I will then 
write to the planners in support. The wall can be reburied of course and built over. 
 I hope you will agree that this is a more satisfactory outcome than you expected initially – at least in terms of 
paperwork and possible delay. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to uncover and record the wall. Your cooperation in this matter is appreciated. 
 Enclosed is an invoice to cover our expenses which you said you could meet. I trust this is in order. 
   Yours sincerely 
   Philip Crummy 
   5/12/89 
Dear Mr Crummy, 
Northgate Street, Colchester 
Further to out telephone conversation yesterday, I confirm, in view of our imminent exchange of contracts for the 
purchase of the above site, having agreed with Windsor Homes that you can be permitted access to the site to excavate 
along the exposed frontage to Northgate Street to establish whether any part of the Roman wall is apparent on this site. 
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I understand that you propose carrying out this work on Thursday, 30 November, and confirm our agreement that 
arrangements will be made with John Eggleton to coordinate your works. 
I look forward with interest to hearing the outcome of your investigation. 
 
I would also appreciate hearing from you with the identity of the appropriate person at English Heritage who we would 
need to contact concerning the outcome of the excavation. 
Yours sincerely 
R. Newland. 
28/11/89 
 
Dear Mr Crummy 
80/86 Northgate Street, Colchester 
Thank you for sending me the extracts from the O.S. map indicating the presence of the Roman wall where it affected 
the development of 70/72 Northgate Street. 
I have consulted those concerned with that development and am hopeful that where there is a slight change in the line of 
the frontages to Northgate Street, the wall will in fact be moving away from the properties as it moves towards Rye Gate 
and will hopefully not affect the development of the site formerly occupied by number 80 Northgate Street. 
It is anticipated, however, that we will exchange contracts in respect of the purchase of the site in the course of the next 
working day or two, and immediately thereafter I would propose inviting you and your colleagues to investigate the 
frontage to number 80 to establish whether the wall does in fact encroach upon the site. 
 
It is my understanding that if there is evidence of the wall, it will be necessary for us to obtain Scheduled Monument 
Consent to the proposed design of our foundations which would need to avoid any damage to the wall. 
 
Conversely I understand that, should you find no evidence of the wall, you would inform the Department of the 
Environment/English Heritage and the need for Scheduled Monument Consent would not therefore arise. 
 
In the meantime I would very much appreciate any further information you have concerning the wall, particularly from the 
larger scale plans which I understand you have in your possession. 
Yours sincerely 
R. Newland 
24/11/89 

 
 

90/10b 

Colchester 
Olivers Lane, Olivers Orchard 
TL 968 220  
Carl Crossan 

 
Negative watching brief 
Scheduled Area. The apple trees had already been uprooted and the field was lightly ploughed at the time of 
the visit.  Ploughsoil contained occasional small fragments of peg-tile and clay tobacco pipe stems, but no 
earlier artefacts. 
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91/1a 
Colchester 
St Botolph’s Street, St Botolph’s Priory  
TL 9999 2497 
Don Shimmin 
 
Summary: this site was supposed to be subsumed within the larger St Botolph’s Priory project, 
which is dormant due to lack of funds 
 
Below is the published summary in Essex Archaeology & History Vol 23 (1987) 
 

18 Colchester, St Botolph’s Priory Church 
(TL 9999 2497) 
C. Crossan, C.A.T. 
A selective investigation within the scheduled area to the east of the standing remains of the nave has 
located the south transept and square east end of the priory church. The transept was found to incor-
porate an undercroft or asymmetrical crypt which extended into the area beneath the crossing, but 
terminated at some point short of the north transept. Excavation of deep post medieval disturbance at 
the east end of the church yielded glimpses of an underlying late Roman building of unknown pur-
pose. The archaeological investigation was the first stage in an improvement scheme for the monu-
ment which will include landscaping and the marking out of major features in the eastern ground plan 
of the priory church. 
Finds: C.A.T.; to go to C.M. 
Final Report: to be decided. 

 

 
91/2b 
Colchester 
Middleborough, ‘The Moorings’ 
TL 99337 25622 
Don Shimmin, Carl Crossan  
 
Project type: Negative Watching Brief 
This sheet was found among other papers in January 2000. D Shimmin recalls that there 
were two trenches: the one noted here, with dark earth down to the water table; also one 
nearer the river which was abandoned due to the ingress of water. Overall result: negative. 
See also September 1999 CAT Report 42 for evaluation on the same site.  
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91/11b 
Colchester 
Sussex Road, Kingswode Hoe School 
TL 9834 2522 
Joe Partridge 
 
Negative Watching brief 
Watching brief to examine drain trench for a re-locatable classroom.  All trenches had been 
backfilled, the ground works were less intrusive than originally planned as an existing 
manhole had been used for the purpose of this new drain. 
 
92/1a 

Colchester 
155-174 Magdalen Street 
TM 0025 2480 
Carl Crossan 

 
Negative Evaluation 

 

In conjunction with the structural 
engineers, the Richard Jackson 
Partnership, a number of small 
exploratory trenches were excavated 
on 10th January. 
The results of the trenching suggest 
that the frontage land to the west of 
the Labour Club appears to have 
been stripped at some stage in the 
past, leaving a thin spread of relatively 
modern material directly on top of the 
natural sand.  The same situation 
seems to apply to the open area 
immediately to the east of the Labour 
Club.  Here, a trench at the rear of the 
property revealed a pit of unknown 
date, but this is not of sufficient 
importance to merit further 
archaeological investigation 
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. 
 

 

 
 
Trench notes 
Trench 1:  80cm x 1.6m. 0.25m hardcore / rubble over natural. ?Pit c 1m deep in NE corner. 
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Trench 2:  Modern rubble fill. 2.2m. Basement, concrete floor.  
Trench 3  (raised level): Concrete base/h/core (?). Black 1.4m. Sand at 1.4m is at similar level to sand 
in trench 1.  
Trench 4:  Abandoned, concrete slab at 60cms.  
Trench 5:  Natural at 0.5m. Below sandy, loamy and sticky material.  
Trench 6:  Same as 5.  
Trench 7:  1m modern material, above a pit containing oyster shells. Natural at 2.1m. 
Trenches 8-11: 10-20cms modern debris, above natural sand.   

 
Correspondence: 
Dear Mr Welham, 
155-174 Magdalen Street, Colchester 
Thank you for your assistance with the recent trial trenching at Magdalen Street. I have now written to 
Architecture and Design Partnership, outlining the results from the area between Nos 164 and 174, and look 
forward to meeting you again when you excavate your test pits on the remainder of the site. 
Yours sincerely, 
Carl Crossan 
13/01/92 
 
Dear Mr Belcham,  
155-174 Magdalen Street, Colchester 
In conjunction with your structural engineers, Richard Jackson Partnership, a number of small exploratory 
trenches were excavated at the above site on 10th January. The results of the trenching suggest that the frontage 
land to the west of the Labour Club appears to have been stripped at some stage in the past, leaving a thin 
spread of relatively modern material directly on top of the natural sand. The same situation seems to apply to the 
open area immediately to the east of the Labour Club. Here, a trench at the rear of the property revealed a pit of 
unknown date, but this is not of sufficient importance to merit further archaeological investigation. This leaves the 
areas occupied by the used car lot and the plot adjacent to 155 Magdalen Street, which are currently inaccessible. 
I understand that your engineers propose to dig trial holes there in due course and have made tentative 
arrangements to be present when the work is carried out.  To sum up, it appears that any archaeological deposits 
that might have once lain along the frontage between Nos 164 and 174 have already been removed and 
excavation will not therefore be necessary [there]. This satisfies the advance evaluation requirements of PPG 16 
for approximately two-thirds of the site. In view of the negative results from that remainder (Nos 155 to 163), 
although it could be advantageous if the latter were probed at an early stage to clear up any remaining uncertainty 
over the need for rescue excavation.  
Thank you for your cooperation with the trial work. I am forwarding a copy of this letter to the Planning Department 
for their information. 
Yours sincerely 
Carl Crossan 
13/01/92 
 
Dear Sir, 
Re: Land at 155-174, Magdalen Street, Colchester. 
Further to your letter of the 3rd January addressed to Architect and Design Partnership Ltd. and our subsequent 
telephone conversation yesterday, we wish to confirm that your interest in the site in still generally in accordance 
with the discussion between your Director, Philip Crummy and Keith Durrant, Estates Officer at Colchester 
Borough Council. At this stage, your initial investigations will be satisfied by attending on site in conjunction with 
our engineers, Richard Jackson Partnership, when trial holes will be dug to establish ground bearing principles. 
The engineers have agreed to one or two additional holes being dug for your own purposes on the understanding 
that such holes are only required to a depth of approximately 1.5M. It is to be understood that in exchange for us 
cooperating with you, you will, in fact, issue us a preliminary report as to your findings and whether or not you will 
be seeking further access to the site. Such report to be in line with that required to accompany the planning 
application. I must make it abundantly clear that Colchester Borough Council are the landlords and owners of the 
site and these investigations are being carried out with their agreement. Any additional works that may be 
required must be authorised by the Council. Our cooperation with you is totally without prejudice.  
 
Yours faithfully, M.G.E. Kemp  07/01/92 
 
Dear Sir, 
Land at 155/174 Magdalen Street, Colchester 
We propose to prepare a planning application on the land edged red on the enclosed site location plan. In respect 
of the provisions and recommendations contained within P.P.G.16, we would be most grateful to know if you 
consider this site to be archaeologically significant. 
Yours faithfully 
B. Morgan  09/12/92 
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92/2a 
Colchester 
Hubert Road (rear of -  Buntings Nursery, levelling and pond) 
TL 97875 25507 
Carl Crossan and Joe Partridge 
Fieldwork: December 1991 - February 1992 
 
Negative watching brief 
27/12/1991.  Visited.  Topsoil stripped from areas outlined in red. 25-30 cm ploughsoil directly on top of 
natural stony sand. 
 

Area ‘A’ flattened into platform involving removal of c. 0.5 m at SW corner, shallowing to c. 0.2m at northeast 
corner. 
 

Area ‘B’ dug to 0.3 m to 0.5 m depth. Nothing of significance. Occasional flecks of charcoal in reduced 
surface but no cear cut features and no reason to think them particularly early. A few very small fragments of 
brick or tile in the spoil heap.  Much of area ‘B’ and c. 70% of area ‘A’ obscured by redeposited sand. Met Mr 
Harrington on site - helpful.  Next phase of ground works expected February 1992. 
 
Next phase of works. 
Site of *pond (see plan) enlarged to form flat bottomed pit, 2 m deep. 

 
* Shown on plan as existing pond.  If so, must have dried up as no trace of sludge in heaps. 
 
No significant features in side of pit.  25 cm topsoil merging natural gray/brown clay over most of the 
perimeter.  Exception is northwest part where topsoil lies on silt, sand and gravel. Overall negative. 
 
Visited the site of Buntings Nursery on Monday 17th February 1992.  No further excavations had occurred 
since the previous visit.  Spoke to Mr Harrington, the owner.  Apparently the pond will be further deepened (1’ 
- 2’) to make use of the natural clay as a liner.  The ditch will be re-excavated and re-used.  A shed will be 
erected behind the new standing glasshouses. The shed will be of modest size and based on concrete.  
Footings will be excavated to a depth of approximately 1’ - this does not sound particularly intrusive. The 
work should take place in 2 to 3 weeks time (between 24th - 28th or 2nd - 6th).  A request has been made to 
view this and we will arrange it with Mr Harrington nearer the time. Mr Lavender does appear to be very 
concerned about the archaeology and environmental aspects of the site. 
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Fig 2 

 
Fig 3 
 
Correspondence: 
Dear Mr Crummy, 
Re: Buntings Nursery Site - 24.5 acres off Hubert Road, Lexden 
Further to my letter of the 12th February 1991, I thought that you would like to be informed that the above nursery is to 
re-open in the spring under a new name. I enclose a copy of our plan showing the area affected in the short term. The 
two small buildings shown red will be brick built with normal foundations, but the remaining area will only be affected for 
the depth of the topsoil. The polythene tunnels are on bored pile foundations and do not involve extensive excavation. I 
shall personally keep my eye open for any interesting discoveries should something turn up and will, of course, inform 
you immediately. In the meantime, you are welcome to carry out excavations of your own if you like, and will be welcome 
on site to observe operations at any time. 
Yours sincerely F.R. Harrington 27/11/91 

 

 
92/4b 
Colchester 
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Mersea Road, Blackheath Baptist Chapel (now Orchard Baptist) 
TM 00339 21922 
Carl Crossan 
 
Negative Site inspection 
13/04/1992.  Visited in response to a report that the church was in the process of demolition.  Not so - 
although demolition was taking place it was limited to a breeze block extension at the rear of the church. The 
chapel is modest and brick-built, dated 1905.  While there, took black and white photographs of front and 
rear. 

 

 
92/4c 
Colchester 
Bourne Road Bourne Mill (cellar) 
TM 00339 21922 
Carl Crossan 
 
Negative Site inspection 
Dry rot reported in wooden floor. Floor is modern. Visited to inspect dry rot infected wooden floor at 
south end of mill.   
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Fig 1 
 
Floor is constructed of two inch thick planks resting on modern brick sleepers. Appears to be fairly 
recent (20th century) with little wear. Dry rot well established. Floor collapsed in places and 
dangerously springy underfoot elsewhere. 
 
 

Correspondence: 
Dear Debbie,  
Dry Rot at Bourne Mill 
In response to a request (via Fortress House and County) from a Mr Slater of the National Trust, I 
called at Bourne Mill on 22nd April to inspect a wooden floor which is badly infected with dry rot. 
The floor, at the south end of the mill, appears to be fairly recent and is supported on modern brick 
sleepers. I have advised Mr Slater that he may go ahead with its removal and you will most likely 
contact him in the near future (tel: 0263-733471) to discuss the installation of a suitable replacement. 
According to the present tenant, concrete is one of the options being considered. 
Regards,  
Carl Crossan 
24/04/92 

 
 

92/4e 
Colchester 
Spring Lane, Lexden Lodge Farm (moat) 
TL 977 262 
Carl Crossan  
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Moat dredging. Earlier moat profile. Post-medieval leather shoe. 
Dredging work involved the excavation of a channel, typically 4m wide and 1.25m deep, along the 
southern and western lengths of the  moat from the bridge to the  north corner. The remaining 
broad northeastern stretch of the moat is to be dredged at a later date. The channel was offset 
toward the inner side of the moat, leaving a shelf of unexcavated silt along the lower part of the 
outer bank. 
 
At the south corner a cutting for a machine access ramp formed a section through the outer bank 
in which an earlier moat cutting could be seen. Approximate measurements (access for precise 
measurement was impossible due to the waterlogged nature of the ground) from the earlier cutting 
to the inner bank indicate that the moat was previously 5.5 m wide at that point. 
 
Finds from the dredged silt included a bottle and two stoneware jugs of 19th/20th century date, 
occasional peg-tile and brick fragments and a well preserved leather sole (X508: post-medieval). 
 

SITE NOTES 
Visited. Digging sludge out of bottom of moat. Started a short distance from the south side of the 
bridge, working anti-clockwise. Work concentrated on digging bottom out, sides barely touched. 
Approximately 1.25 m removed at this point. 
 

 
Fig 1 
 
Digging is revealing occasional fragments of peg-tile and brick.  A large quantity of sludge has 
already been removed from the moat and dumped in a field to the south. 
 

13/04/1992 - south-west side dug out.  Typical width 4 m with step left on south bank. 
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Fig 2 
 
On the bank, southwest, several fragments of peg-tile. 
 
Finds:  1 cod bottle 
 2 stoneware jars, unmarked 
 1 leather sole, embedded in bank (post-medieval) 
All find by contractor. 
 
Also:1 large metal handle. White metal, appeared to be iron but very few spots of rust.  Northwest 
stretch.  Rapidly rusted on exposure to air.  Wrought iron screw threaded fixings at each end. 
 
To permit access for the sludge disposal truck a shallower slope was cut down the bank at the 
south corner of the moat.  The cutting revealed an earlier profile of the moat, have only roughly 
recorded as it was not possible to work with long tapes in the cutting. 
 

 
Fig 3 
 
15/04/1992 
Deserted.  Machine left at east corner where some sludge has been scraped away from the edge 
of the moat and dumped in a small grassed area to the east.  Dam formed across north corner to 
hold back water level in the broad northeast side which is not to be dredged this year. 
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Fig 4 
 
Several peg tile fragments noted on the inner bank of the northwest side of the moat.  Nobody was 
there, so not yet known whether any there have been any finds since 13th April, none in evidence.  
The sludge heap now covers about half an acre of the field to the south.  The surface of the 
perimeter was inspected - nothing other than twigs and a modern foil bottle cap. 
 

Correspondence: 
Dear Mr Alexander, 
Thank you for the courtesy extended to me during last month's work on the moat. The leather sole is 
unlikely to be earlier than 16th century and is possibly a good deal later. It is currently awaiting further 
cleaning and if this allows us to narrow down the date range I will let you know. The bottle, stoneware 
jars and most other items seen during my visits were of 19th/20th century date, although the scattered 
peg-tile and brick fragments may be earlier. Thank you again for your cooperation - I will certainly be 
keen to watch any future clearance work. 
Yours sincerely, 
Carl Crossan 
14/05/92 

 

Postscript. 
18/05/1992.  Spoke to owner, Peter Alexander. Contrary to original plan, the moat clearance 
resumed in mid April with the clearance of the broad northeastern stretch.  Here, dredging appears 
to have extended across the entire width of the moat, exposing patches of natural gravelly sand 
along its shallow outer bank.  Finds kept by the contractor comprised one 19th/20th century clear 
glass medicine bottle and three pieces of animal bone (rib and two tibiae, the latter possibly pig). 

 

Finds  X series 508  LEXDEN LODGE MOAT WB   92/4E    April 1992 
Leather sole, from silt in bottom of moat.  Found by contractor. 
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92/7b 
Colchester 
Berechurch Hall Road, Stable House - Dovecot Folly 
TL 9894 2181 
Carl Crossan  
 
Evaluation (negative), exposure of moat and foundations of icehouse 

 

 
Photos 1 and 2: the retained brick tower (now wrapped around by new build). Carl’s two trenches are T1 
parallel to front of tower, and T2 , W-E away from T1 (as shown by spoil heaps)?? 
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This moated site lies 80m west of The Stable House on the south side of Berechurch Hall Road. The moat 
encloses an area of approximately 900 m

2
, on which stands a c. 18th century brick tower known as Dovecot 

Folly. In recent years most of the eastern part of the moat has been filled to the level of the surrounding 
ground and in the early part of 1992 an icehouse located 10m to the south of the tower was demolished. 
 
 

.  
Fig 1  Berechurch Hall Stable House. Trench 1 position in relation to new build (note: photos 1 and 2 
are taken from E looking W and SW at tower). [T2 not plotted – not where it was exactly]. 
 
Prompted by the proposed construction of a dwelling linked to the tower, limited trial trenching took place in 
July, 1992. No medieval structures were found.  For the greater part of Trench 1, a 15m long north-south 
strip close to the centre line of the site [HB- approx parallel to front of tower], modern and post-medieval 
deposits extended to the natural sand and clay which lay at depths of between 0.65m  and 0.9m.  An area of 
the northern half of the trench was enlarged eastwards to establish the extent of two relatively early features 
but these were found to be unsubstantiated.  In trench 2, an east-west cutting adjacent to the northwestern 
inner corner of the moat, topsoil sealed a thick layer of dumped material which lay directly on the natural silty 
clay.  Here, a fall in the level of the natural from 0.45m to 0.75m at the western end suggests that the moat at 
that point was originally at least 2m wider than at present. 
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Fig 2  Berechurch Hall moat sketch plan (from OS)  
 
Part of the brick foundation of the icehouse was exposed and recorded.  The recent demolition work had 
removed the structure to below floor level, leaving only fragments of three concentric rings of bricks forming 
a circular foundation with an external diameter of 4.85 m (15ft 11 ins).  Four brick projections were noted, 
suggesting that the complete structure may have included seven or eight external buttresses placed at 
irregular intervals.  The dimensions and alignments of the bricks were as follows: 
 
Outer ring: 222 mm x 108 mm x 70 mm (8.75 ins x 4.25 ins x 2.75 ins) unfrogged 

medieval bricks laid as stretchers. 
Middle ring: 216 mm x 108 mm x 63 mm (8.5 ins x 4.25 ins x 2.5 ins) unfrogged 

medieval bricks laid as headers. 
 

Inner ring: 219 mm x 115 mm x 63 mm (8.63 ins x 4.25 ins x 2.5 ins) unfrogged 
medieval bricks laid as headers. 
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Fig 3  Icehouse base brickwork 
 
All of the surviving foundation bricks were unfrogged.  In contrast, however, pieces of brickwork from the 
standing structure visible in a nearby heap contained an inner skin of bricks with shallow frogs and this 
perhaps indicates a relining of the structure. 

 
Fig 4 Trench 1, N-S section, layers: 
1) Dark grey brown sandy loam, occasional mortar, brick flecks. Modern, possibly very recent. 
2) Pale brown loamy sand. Occasional flecks of charcoal. Peg-tile fragments. Recent redeposited sand. 
3) As 1. 
4) Mid brown loamy sand. Very mixed. Charcoal flecks (old roots?). Colour varies due to sand content. Post-med? 
5) As 4, occasional brick fragment. Also brown (interior) glazed drainpipe fragment. Modern. 
6) Similar to 4, but stonier. 
7) Small stones dominating dark brown sandy loam. Possibly medieval (?) but directly above the natural.  
8) Pale greyish brown loamy sand. 
9) Very pale greyish loamy sand with medieval content, small stones. 
10) Mid brown loamy sand with medieval content, small stones and grit. Occasional flecks of charcoal. 
11) Clay, natural 
12) Mid brown silty sand. 
13) Sand - natural 
14) As 13 
15) Similar to 2 
16) Similar to 4, siltier 
17) Clay - natural 
18) Similar to 7 
 

Correspondence: 
Dear Alan, 
Dovecote Folly, Berechurch 
Thank you for your assistance in providing a machine for the recent trial trenching at Berechurch. 
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The main trench, across the centre of the courtyard area, revealed up to one metre of very mixed 
dumped material above the natural clay and sand. If this level of ground disturbance is typical of the 
area to be built on it is unlikely that the proposed ground-works will reveal intact medieval remains. 
Your cooperation in enabling this exploratory work to take place is much appreciated. 
Yours sincerely, 
Carl Crossan 
21/07/92 
 
 

 

92/11a 
Colchester 
Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks Farm 
NGR – not given (where on farm?) 
Carl Crossan 
 
Negative Watching brief 
Simon Newell and Steve Dudman (ADAS).  Above taking a total of 120 soil samples from fields.  Using small 
screw auger, 90% of samples from ploughsoil only, remaining 10% from slightly deeper contexts.  Sampling 
points chosen to avoid known features.  Asked them to watch for finds, traces of building materials and 
contact CAT if any found.  Nothing. 
 

 
 
92/11d 
Colchester 
Hythe Hill/Spurgeon Street (junction widening) 
TM 01212 24703 
Carl Crossan 
 
Summary: Negative wb 
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23/11/92: Widening Spurgeon Street/Hythe Hill junction. Cutting made in east side (adjacent to 133 Hythe 
Hill) exposing section composed of 30cms ‘topsoil’ above natural. ‘Topsoil’ is very mixed and appears to be 
redeposited, mainly very dark greyish brown sandy loam with occasional flecks of brown clay loam (clay from 
where?) more minute fragments of mortar and shell. No features other than a cut (?) at southern end filled 
with completely clean gravel and coarse sand. Fill is same colour as natural - this might even be a natural 
feature. Note height difference between frontage building platform and Hythe Hill road.  
 
30/11/92: Strip foundations dug from building on corner of Spurgeon Street. Trenches 0.9m deep, 0.6m wide, 
some part concreted in bottom. No significant features, only c. nineteenth century brick foundations and 
small concrete slabs associated with previous building on the site. Stratigraphy: very dark greying brown 
sandy loam, becoming gradually lighter and sandier with increasing depth. Natural sand at 0.9m  
 

 
93/1b 
Colchester 
East Bay, Rose and Crown Hotel  
TM 0091 2537 
Carl Crossan  
 
Watching brief: post-med brick foundations 5 
Clearance for an extension facing the Old Coach Road involved demolition of an existing extension to the 
north of the main building and the reduction of the site ground level by 0.6 m. Removal of the extension 
exposed the north gable end (photographed) and revealed part of a front wall footing constructed of 
unfrogged red bricks, 21.5 x 10 x 4.4 cm high (8.5 x 4 x 1.75 ins).  Most of the excavated area was obscured 
by redeposited soil.  Natural clay was visible in places and at the south-eastern corner of the site a north-
south section against the Old Coach Road contained two distinct layers of earlier road metalling, consisting 
of 13 cm gravel above a 25 cm layer which continued beyond the bottom of the excavated area. 

                                                 
5
  Notes also say ‘North gable exposed – photographed’, but I can find no photos. 
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93/2c 
Colchester  
North Station Car Park Extension Phase 1 
TL 988266 
Carl Crossan, Sarah Carter 
 
Evaluation. Post-medieval kiln furniture? Early pit 
 
 
Background 
The site for the proposed car park extension lies on the north side of the Colne Valley, approximately 400m 

from the river and 1200m from the Roman and medieval walled town. Observations and excavations over 

the past century and a half point to the presence of a Roman extra-mural suburb in the North Station Road 

area with 1st to 2nd century cemeteries beyond in the region of the railway cuttings and station. Sites in the 

general vicinity include Roman occupation and burials at TL 992263, a cemetery at TL 996264, amphora 

cremations at TL 994264 and tile kilns at TL 983264.  

The area affected by the proposed car park extension totals approximately 14,000m2 is disused allotment 
land and 3,800m2, and is currently public recreation ground. Phase 1 of the archaeological evaluation 
focused on the allotment area. 
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Summary of field results 
Three 1.55m-wide trenches, totalling 145m in length, were excavated by machine to varying depths. Their 
locations are shown on the plan above. 

 

 

 
Trench 1: Length: 32.5m. Depth: 0.75m (north), to 1.45m (south). 
Up to 0.3m of redeposited topsoil sealed a modern spread of very dark grey-brown clay loam with a high 
content of mortar, also occasional brick and slate fragments. These deposits covered a grey-brown clay loam 
which was featureless other than for very rare inclusions of peg-tile fragments. The lower horizon of this 
material extended to overall depths of between 0.4m (north) and 0.95m (south) where it merged with the 
natural yellowish brown clay. A 2.5m-wide pit, 22m from the southern end of the trench, was examined and 
found to be of relatively modern origin. 
 
Trench 2: Length: 50m. Depth: generally 0.6m - 0.7m with probe to 1.15m at the southern end. 
The horizon between obviously modern and earlier topsoils was not discernible for the greater part of the 
length of this trench due to the machining technique employed and the rarity of datable inclusions. A short 
section cleaned by hand at the southern end of the trench indicated that 0.15m of modern topsoil sealed an 
earlier topsoil, the latter distinguishable by the presence of rare minute fragments of brick or tile. Elsewhere 
the overall depths of topsoils did not exceed 0.25m, below which was a yellowish brown clay subsoil, with 
grey-brown clay loam mottles much disturbed by root and worm activity. A fragment of intensely fired tile, 
possible a piece of post-Roman kiln furniture, was found at the interface between the topsoil and mottled 
subsoil at a point 30m from the southern end of the trench. Modern disturbances were limited to a water-pipe 
installation and a grit-filled drain, part of a series of east-west oriented drainage trenches also found at 
intervals in Trench 3. 
 
Trench 3: Length: 62.5 m. Depth: 0.65m, with probe to 1m at southern end. 
The stratigraphy in this trench was broadly similar to that in Trench 2 except for an increased cover of topsoil 
which extended to depths of between 0.35m and 0.45m. Rare fragments of peg-tile were noted in the lower 
levels of the topsoil. Part of a shallow pit, at least 1.5m width, was uncovered 38m from the southern end of 
the trench. Although it contained no datable material, the nature of its fill and stratigraphical relationships 
suggest it to be of relatively early date. 
 
Conclusions, Phase 1: 
The area examined represents a 2 per cent sample of the allotment land likely to be affected by ground-
works for the proposed car park. The results at this stage indicate that this part of the site is of low 
archaeological value, containing little evidence of activity prior to the post-medieval period. However, the 
current sample ratio is low and limited further investigation in this area would be desirable to establish 
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whether the find of possible kiln furniture in Trench 2 is significant. This can be completed as a secondary 
aim of the Phase 2 evaluation. 
 
Interim recommendations 
We recommend that any planning consent granted should be subject to the following conditions: 

An archaeological evaluation shall be carried out on that part of the site which is currently in use as a 
public recreation area. If the evaluation should reveal remains of archaeological significance a scheme 
for their preservation; either physically or in situ, or by excavation and recording, shall be agreed in 
writing between the applicants of developers of the site, or their successors in title, and the local 
planning authority before the commencement of any construction works. 
On commencement of construction works regular access shall be afforded to any person authorised by 
the local planning authority for the purpose of inspection and preparation of archaeological records.    

 
 
93/3a 
Colchester 
78 East Hill 
TM 00297 25302 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief: infilled post-medieval brick cellars 
At the time of the first visit groundworks for the front (southern) half of the building were well advanced with 
most wall foundation trenches dug and concreted. 
 
Observations were made at four points on the site: 
 
Southeast corner of the frontage.  An open wall foundation trench 2.5 m long x 0.6 m wide x 1.4 m deep 
contained, at its northern end, clean natural sand from top to bottom.  At a point 4.4 m from the street 
frontage the sand was cut vertically and the full depth of the area to the south filled with very dark greyish 
brown (almost black) sandy loam.  This appeared to be fill of a frontage cellar, but with no sign of a cellar 
wall. 
 
Mid-way along the East Hill frontage two trenches revealed a brick-filled cellar cut through greyish brown 
clay. 
 
At the southwestern corner of the site a further cellar was found to have been filled with a mixture of dark 
sandy loam and stony sand with grey clay lenses.  Stratigraphically the cellar fill was possibly early although 
in the absence of dating evidence this is speculative.  In common with plot 2, this feature cut greyish-brown 
clay. 
 
Thirty metres to the north of the street frontage a 9.5 m long north-south trench revealed  clay beneath a 0.8 
m layer of orange sand. 
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Two main points emerged from this limited observation of groundworks: 
 
Most (possibly all) of the properties which formerly occupied this 25 m long stretch of street frontage 
contained cellars which appear to have been filled in at different times. 
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The most striking feature of the site was the presence of substantial clay deposits in areas 2, 3 and 4.  It was 
not possible to establish with any certainty whether this was a natural or redeposited material.  Although 
smeared and contaminated by machining, the few accessible surfaces, when scraped, appeared to be clean 
and consistent in appearance with naturally occurring clay.  However, in view of the restricted scope for 
inspection and the rarity of natural clay at these levels on a town centre site the possibility that this is a man 
made deposit cannot be discounted.  In either instance, only time will tell whether evidence for heavy 
deposits of clay at the top of the East Hill may prove relevant in the search for the still elusive site of the 
Roman bath-house. 
 

93/3b 
Colchester 
Eastern Approaches Road 

T1: TM 01900 24643 

T2: TM 01892 24508 

T3: TM 01868 24443 

T4: TM 01796 24285 

T5: TM 01570 24250 

T6: TM 02055 23962 

T7: TM 02061 23975 

T8: TM 01335 24685  
Carl Crossan 
Date of fieldwork: August 1992 
 
Archaeological evaluation of route of the Eastern Approaches Road, Phase 1 

 
Eastern Approaches Road: Eastern Tractors site. View NW across Trench 8, with St Leonard’s Hythe 
Church behind. This site is now the roundabout where the Eastern Approaches Road joins Hythe Hill. 
 
Summary

6
 

                                                 
6
  Some text omitted here referring to requirement for next stage archaeology - now done and published. 
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Nine small areas were examined in accordance with the evaluation brief of August 1992. Of these, six pro-
duced no archaeologically significant observations, two (Trenches 6 and 7) contained minor evidence of late 
or post-medieval activity. One (Trench 8) revealed well-preserved remains of late 12th or 13th century or 
earlier occupation near to modem ground-level. 

 
Archaeological background 
The port facilities played an important role in the development and success of Colchester from the late Iron 
Age onwards. The Hythe was clearly important from the Norman period onwards if not before. It seems to 
have been established in the 11th or 12th centuries when it was known as ‘New Hythe’, its predecessor be-
ing further downstream at Ealdehethe (now Old Heath). The extent of the original Norman waterfront is not 
known, but there are good reasons to suppose that it was on the west river bank and extended for about 195 
yards downstream starting 37 yards from the site of the former bridge. Last century this was still referred to 
as The Town or The Common Quay. In the medieval period, warehouses and other buildings would have 
Lined the quay. The principle buildings in medieval Hythe would have lined the west side of the street now 
referred as Hythe Quay. It is not clear how far up Hythe Hill houses would have extended, but the position of 
St Leonard’s church being well up the hill suggests an extensive built-up frontage by the end of the 12th cen-
tury. 
 
From the late 17th century onwards, other quays were added downstream of the Common Quay, the earliest 
on the east river bank apparently being in 1823. The King Edward Quay was constructed in 1910-1912. Al-
though the latter seems to have been built where there were no existing quays, there is some documentary 
evidence of much earlier ship yards and quays somewhere in this area. 
 
The port facilities in the Roman period are obscure. Whilst there is some evidence for a landing area down-
stream at Fingringhoe, the location of the Roman waterfronts are problematic particularly since the course of 
the river in Roman times is not clear because of later man-made changes. 
 
There is some evidence for two Roman bridges in the Hythe area. A road has been traced as cropmarks 
from Mistley for about 8 miles to within half a mile of the Colne which presumably it crossed via a bridge a 
short distance upriver of the site of the present river. The road is absolutely straight and appears to have 
provided a link between the Roman town and a deep 
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water facility on the Orwell. 
 
Although not attested as cropmarks or by excavation, the modern Elmstead to Colchester road is straight in 
stretches suggesting that it too may have originated in the Roman period. If so, then there must have been 
another crossing point in the Hythe area, around the site of new River Colne bridge. A Roman bridge in this 
position would have inhibited the passage of shipping, in which case the Roman waterfront(s) must have 
been downstream of here, perhaps even from this point southwards.  
 
The most-likely location for a waterfront in the Anglo-Saxon period is at Old Heath where, not only is the 
name indicative of such an origin, but so was the discovery in the area of an unusual Merovingian pot of 7th-
century date. 
 
There appears to be some evidence for prehistoric occupation. At least five ring-ditches has been recorded 
by aerial photography close by the east river bank. One of them, a double-ring ditch, lies in an area that has 
since been used as a dumping ground for debris from the Moler Works factory. Ordnance Survey described 
these as tumuli although no earthworks seem to have existed when the aerial photographs were taken. A 
late Bronze Age socketed axe is recorded in the Hythe area, although its exact find-spot is not known. 
 
Results of the Field Evaluation 
Trenches 1-7 were mechanically excavated to the stated levels, then selectively cleaned by hand where 
necessary. Trench 8 was excavated entirely by hand. The trench locations are shown on figure 1. 
 
East of the Colchester-Clacton Railway Line 
Trench 1 
Length: 10m 
Width: 1.6m 
Depth: 1.5m 
Location: adjoining the Elmstead Road frontage of the Tesco construction site. 
This part of the Tesco site had previously been stripped by the contractor to a depth of 0.55m, leaving a re-
duced machine-trampled surface extending to the Elmstead Road frontage formerly occupied by the Mann 
Egerton garage. Partial removal of the recent machine debris exposed a widespread area of ground distur-
bance over the proposed course of the road. This wholesale disturbance was reflected in the exploratory 
trench which contained two phases of modem infill material to either side of a concrete retaining wall. The 
infills were found to extend to a depth of at least 1.5m from the reduced level and are almost certainly related 
to groundworks for fuel storage under the former garage forecourt. 
 
Trench 2 
Length: 10m 
Width: 1.6m 
Depth: 1.4m 
Location: southern end of the Tesco construction site. 
Beneath a 0.2 m thick concrete ground slab trenching revealed a natural stratigraphy of sand, gravel and 
silty clay, heavily contaminated in places by seepage of black oil. The only features present were a drain, 
brick wall foundation and a shallow pit; all of 19th-20th century date. 

 
Colchester-Clacton Railway Line 
Trench 3 
Length: 9m 
Width: 1.6m 
Depth: 1.5m 
Location: Hepworth site, adjacent to railway footbridge path. 
Twentieth-century demolition debris sealed two distinct deposits of ground make-up. The earlier deposit, a 
pink-tinged greyish brown sandy loam with a low ashy content, contained no datable inclusions but is possi-
bly associated with the 19th century construction of the railway. This material extended to a depth of 1.1m, 
where it directly sealed natural sand, gravel and clay. 
 
Between the Railway Line and the River Colne 
Trench 4 
Length: 10m 
Width: 1.6m 
Depth: 1.3m with probe to 1.6m 
Location: Moler Works forecourt. 
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Turf and imported topsoil sealed a thick dumped deposit of medium brown sandy loam which extended to a 
depth of 0.85 m. At that point lay a 0.1 m to 0.2 m thick modem spread of orange-red mortar lumps with oc-
casional brick, slate and rare asbestos-cement fragments, which was present over the full length of the 
trench. Beneath this rubble was a subsoil layer of mid brown gravel-dominated loamy sand which merged 
into underlying clean reddish brown coarse natural gravelly sand at an overall depth of 1.1 m to 1.2 m. 
 
Trench 5 
Length: 5m 
Width: 1.75m 
Depth: 1.2m, with probe to 1.5m 
Location: western end of Travis Perkins yard. 
Immediately below the reinforced concrete slab was up to 0.12 m of very mixed but predominantly clayey soil 
which sealed a thin patch of charcoal-rich material at the southern end of the trench. Underlying these de-
posits was a 0.45 m thick layer of mid brown sandy clay loam subsoil, the upper levels of which were found 
to contain occasional fragments of peg-tile and rare flecks of white lime-rich mortar. The lower horizon of this 
soil gradually merged into natural gravel and sand at an overall depth of approximately 0.7 m. 
 
New Swinging Basin 
Trench 6 
Length: 10m 
Width: 1.6m 
Depth: 1.1m to 2.2m 
Location: land south of Moler Works 
This trench provided a short profile of part of the raised river bank and the lower lying ground to the north-
east. The bank displayed two stages of construction. The earlier phase appears to be of late or post-
medieval date and was represented by a 1m high mound of soil almost identical in appearance to the under-
lying greyish-brown natural clay, but with a higher stone content. The height of the bank has subsequently 
been increased by a further 0.7 m by relatively modem deposition of a dark greyish brown sandy loam which 
extends north-eastward beyond the foot of the bank, where it was found to be sealed by a recent substantial 
dump of industrial refuse. 
 
Trench 7 
Length: 10m 
Width: 1.6m  
Depth: 1.4m 
Location: Land south of Moler Works 
Up to 0.65m of recently deposited topsoil and silt loam sealed a malodorous dump of powders, sawdust and 
other modem refuse from Moler Works. This material extended to an overall depth of 1.3m, where it ap-
peared to interface directly with underlying natural mid to dark grey clay. Although no other subsoil was dis-
cernible at that point it is possible that any present was obscured by staining from the overlying industrial 
waste. Excavation ceased on reaching the water table at a depth of 1.4 m. 
 
Hythe Quay/Hythe Hill By-pass 
Trench 8 
Length: 4.9m 
Width: 2m 
Depth: 0.3m to 0.4m, with probes to 1.1m 
Location: front of former Colchester Tractors premises, 79 Hythe Hill 

7
. 

Removal of 0.3m of post-18th century material revealed a mortared septaria east west wall (F4) which is the 
street frontage of a medieval building. At a right angle to the wall, in the central part of the trench, was a 
0.2m wide north-south slot (internal partition). In the absence of deeper modem features suitable for excava-
tion by hand, two small exploratory pits were dug to either side of the internal wall to assess the underlying 
stratigraphy. To the east a spread of pebbles and peg-tile was found to lay over a thin deposit of mortar-
flecked clay loam (L5), which covered a clay floor (L6).  

                                                 
7
  Trench 8 was subsumed within the later excavation site which is published as site and the later as Howard Brooks 

“Excavations at 79 Hythe Hill, Colchester”, Essex Archaeology & History 31 (2000), 112-124.  
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Eastern Approaches Road: Eastern Tractors site. View SE across Trench 8. This site is now the round-
about where the Eastern Approaches Road joins Hythe Hill. 
 
Stratigraphically, the floor appeared to be either earlier than, or contemporary with the frontage wall. Part of 
the floor surface adjacent to the wall exhibited in situ burning possibly associated with a hearth to the west. 
Beneath the floor were deposits of brown clay loam with occasional charcoal and oyster fragments (L7). 

 
Eastern Approaches Road: Eastern Tractors site. View S across Trench 8, with Hythe Hill behind. Frontage 
wall of medieval house just inside left side of trench. 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 

 104 

 
Eastern Approaches Road: Eastern Tractors site. View N of Trench 8. Frontage wall of medieval house just 
inside right side of trench. 

 
 

 
Eastern Approaches Road: Eastern Tractors site. View S across Trench 8. Frontage wall of medieval 
house just inside right side of trench. 
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Eastern Approaches Road: Eastern Tractors site. View SE of sondage through clay floors at S end of 
Trench 8. Frontage wall of medieval house immediately left of sondage. 

 

 
Eastern Approaches Road: Eastern Tractors site. View S of sondage through clay floors at S end of Trench 
8. 
 
Two features of interest were noted within these deposits: a pit containing late 12th/13th century pottery 
(F12); and a small area of mortar which possibly represents an earlier phase of wall construction. No floors 
were discernible in the exploratory pit at the western end of the trench; instead a deep layer of dumped clay 
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loam, identical to the material beneath the floor to the east, extended as far as the natural sand at the bottom 
of the pit. 
 
The key depths are as follows: 
Stone frontage wall: 0.3m 
Clay floor: 0.4m 
Possible earlier construction level: 0.55m 
Late 12th/13th century pit: 0.65m 
Natural sand and gravel; 1.1m 
 
Section South of Hythe Hill   
The original brief recommended investigation on the site for the southern stretch of the Hythe Hill by-pass. 
The need for trenching there was avoided by the discovery of an exposed section at the edge of terraced 
ground at the rear of industrial premises facing Hythe Quay. The section contained an unremarkable strati-
graphy consisting of 0.5m of dark soil above natural sand, much of which has been removed by the earlier 
terracing. 
 

 
 

93/3c 
Colchester 
Moorside, Eastgates, Royal Mail Depot 
TM 0078 2518 
Crossan, Carl 
Date of fieldwork:, 25/02/1993 - 23/03/1993 
 
Watching brief, negative 
This 680m2 site lies on the east bank of the River Colne, approximately 80m to the south of the present East 
Bridge. Construction of a new sorting office on the northern half of the site prompted a watching brief for 
evidence of earlier river crossing or riverside activity.  
 
Ground disturbance occurred in a 700m2 area adjoining the river, where foundation works included 
excavation of a close-knit grid of stanchion holes up to 2.8m2 with centres located at 5 - 7m intervals.  
Elsewhere the groundworks were less intrusive, consisting mainly of lines of smaller stanchion holes . It was 
not possible to fully inspect each stanchion hole before concreting as this would have entailed a lengthy stay 
on the site. Observations are consequently based on groundworks inspected at varying stages of 
completion. 
 
No conclusively early features were found. The group of stanchion hole closest to the river contained modern 
deposits of sand ballast, concrete and brick fragments extending to depths of between 0.3m and 0.85m. 
Generally, this material sealed a v dark grey brown (almost black) sandy loam topsoil which in turn overlaid a 
similar shade of silt/sand with v high gravel content (this a natural subsoil, prob discoloured by its proximity to 
the river). In the central part of this area two adjacent stanchion hole sections contained a 20cm thick deposit 
of pale yellowish brown coarse mortar between the obviously modern material and an underlying deep layer 
of topsoil. Although the date of this feature is uncertain, finds from equivalent levels nearby suggest that it 
was probably post-medieval. Excavations in other parts of the site revealed a similar general stratigraphy 
with higher levels of modern make-up along the river bank. Near the northern boundary an area adjacent to 
Gray’s Cottages was cut by a medieval or later pit which extended to a depth of 2.5metres. 
 
Notes: 
25/2/93: First visit. 
Stanchion holes (see plan). Rows 12 and 13 dug as one and already concreted to brim by time of first visit. Row 11 
(second closest to river) dug and concreted to (typically) 0.85m below surface. 
Row 11: Depth of modern deposits varies: 
L1: shallowest in 11\K where it was 0.3m, deepest in 11\E where they extend to full depth of the visible section 
(0.85m to top of concrete infill). These deposits consist of sandy ballast, brick hardcore and concrete, all twentieth or 
nineteenth century. 
L2: Present only in east sides of 11\H and 11\J. A 20cm thick layer of pale yellowish brown gritty mortar, date 
unknown. 
L3: Very dark greyish brown sandy loam (almost black). 
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The site was inspected on five occasions between 25th February and 23rd March 1993. 
 
We are indebted to Royal Mail for sponsoring this watching brief; also to Wates Construction Ltd and the Roff 
March Partnership for their assistance in arranging recording of the groundworks. 
 
 
Row 10: 
10\J: Filled to brim 
10\K: Not concreted. Total depth 1.6m. 1) Hardcore 30cms; 2) Similar to L3 in row 11; 3) Very dark greyish brown 
sandy loam (or silt loam) with v high content sm stones, possibly discoloured natural. 
10\L: 1) Hardcore; fragments of brick and concrete to 20cms; 2) black (oil/sooty?) deposits, 25cms, modern; 3) 
Same as L2 in 10\K 
10\P: 1) Same as L1 in 10\K; 2) Same as L2 in 10\K 
10\E: Similar to 10\K. Upper level of L2 contains nineteenth and twentieth century bottle fragments.  
Also unnumbered trench between K10 and K11 - all three dug out as one large trench. Above observations common 
to all.  
 
2/3/93: Stanchion holes 7\M and 8\M open: 
7\M: Top 0.6m modern. Concrete rubble, hardcore over black oily layer. Last, possibly nineteenth century? From 
0.6m and below the section shows very dark greyish brown sandy/silt loam but no clean natural. Why? Is this river 
silt from earlier course of river - or is natural discoloured? 
8\M: Similar to 7M. 
4\M: Modern (as above) above very dark infill, continued to bottom at 2.5m. 
4\N: Similar to 7M 
 
16/3/93: Row ‘A’ (not numbered) 4 trenches: 
Stratigraphy, much the same in all of them: 

Concrete above brick hardcore, c. 30cms. 
Orangey brown sand/gravel. Ballast. Modern, 40cms.  
Very dark greyish brown sandy loam. 
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All stanchion holes filled with concrete up to 80cms below surface.  
 
Drain trench along north and west side of site (contractors supposed to phone when this open but did not). 
Cut and filled with concrete to within 50-60cms of top. All visible layers are modern dump: very dark greyish 
brown sandy loam, inclusions, including electric flex; also reddish brown ballast similar to L2 in row ‘A’. 

 
 

93/4a 
Colchester 
43a East Street 
TM 00769 25304 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief: rear gravel yard. 
Development - demolition of front of building back to 9.5m from the street frontage. The rear of the building, 
which is of 19th or early 20th century date, is to be retained and enlarged with a 7m x 4m extension in the 
former yard to the S. Groundworks consisted of stanchion holes and 0.6m wide trenches for external walls. 
Ground level in the alleyway to the W of the property rises by approximately 0.5m from N to S. 
 
The front of the property had been extensively disturbed by the earlier installation of large underground 
storage tank, also from terracing which extended to depths of up to 0.5m, exposing the natural subsoil.  In an 
E-W section along street frontage, natural red brown gravelly sand was sealed by 0.5m of dark brown sandy 
loam with occasional flecks of mortar and charcoal, as far as the pavement concrete.   
 
The only noteworthy feature was in stanchion hole at rear of building, 17m from the frontage, a 0.15m-thick 
spread of gravel-dominated dark brown sand loam lay between natural subsoil and an overlying deposit of 
0.5m dark grey brown sand loam, which in turn was cut by a foundation. The gravel probably represents a 
yard at the rear of an earlier building but in the absence of finds its date remains uncertain. 

 
Fig 1 
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Fig 2  
Front part demolished (19th century brick) 
Stanchion 1: Modern yellow brick floor over coarse 
reddish brown gravely sand. 
Stanchion 2: Same as stanchion 1.  No brick floor - 
concrete floor. 
 

Trench 1: trench at front 
Concrete forecourt 15 cm 
Mainly dark brown sand loam (dump?) 0.5m, stones, 
occas mortar charcoal flecks 
Natural as in section 1 and section 2 
 

Trench 2 
Dark brown sandy loam 1.2 m 
Natural as in section 1 and section 2 
 

Fig 3 
Modern concrete floor & brick hardcore 
C19th/20th brick footing 
Concrete foundation 
Dark greyish brown sandy loam.  Occasional 
small stone. 
Gravel dominated dark brown sandy loam.  
15cm 
Mid brown (with pink tinge) silt loam.  Natural. 
 

 
 
 

 

Fig 4 
 
1 to 3: Modern 
4: Dump. Date range uncertain. 
5: Gravel, possibly early yard?  
Directly above natural 
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93/4b 
Colchester  
Bourne Mill 
TM 0057 2384 
Carl Crossan 
 
Exploratory trenches to establish cause of flooding revealed lower part of mill wall 
This scheduled ancient monument is in the care of the National Trust who, in April 1993, commissioned two 
exploratory trenches to be dug against the west wall of the mill to establish the cause of flooding in the cellar.   
 
T1 
Depth: 2.63m 
Width: 1.95m 
Length: 1.85m 
 
Dug during a spell of heavy rain, the trench was closely shored on three sides and reduced in size by two 
steps to 0.4 x 1.5m at its deepest point. Conditions for inspection and cleaning were less than ideal; 
descriptions of the deeper masonry features should be verified in future if possible.  
 
The garden topsoil sealed substantial deposits of pale brown clay, dumped to form a water barrier between 
the mill and the pond to the west. Although the clay extended to the bottom of the trench, the workmen's 
finds (mainly small fragments of brick) appeared to be confined to the upper wall face descended to a depth 
of 2.02m and was generally of similar appearance to that above ground, except for an area of approximately 
0.6m

2 
in the lower half which was covered by a thin layer of mortar rendering. Also, the flint garreting became 

less common with increasing depth and was entirely absent from the bottom 1.2m of the wall face.  
 
The lowest part of the trench contained three notable structural features: 
 
F1 – The bottom of the wall was found to rest on a 61cm high plinth which projected 13cm. This consisted of 
a top course of peg-tile and 4cm to 5cm thick brick fragments above four 7.5cm to 15cm tall courses of flat-
faced stone heavily bonded with a stiff mortar. The face of one stone in the second course from the bottom 
contained a neatly chiselled “+” shaped mark, 5cm across.  
 
F2 – Excavation ceased on reaching a masonry surface which extened west from the wall plinth at an overall 
depth of 2.63m. Due to the confined space and wet conditions this feature could only be inspected with 
difficulty but appeared to be part of a floor butting against F1, constructed of stone and fragments of re-used 
Roman tile. The largest tile fragment was 18×16cm. 
 
F3 – Suspended above the floor was a 33cm square section horizontal timber beam which lay almost parallel 
to and from 50 to 53cm away from the wall. Its upper face, which was exactly level with the top of the wall 
plinth (F1), contained an empty mortice, 51×10×12.5cm deep. The tile point are unknown since both ends of 
the beam continued beyond the confines of the trench.  
 
T2 
Depth: 1.5m 
Width: 0.8m 
Length:0.8m 
 
Situated immediately south of the leat, this trench again cut through clay make-up, exposing an area of the 
west wall constructed of red bricks, typically 22.5×10×7cm high, laid mainly as stretchers, with the occasional 
header course.  
 
In the accompanying T1 section drawing the local ground level is 1.38m higher the threshold level at the 
south doorway of the mill. The floor surface (F2) was found to lie at the same level as the cellar floor, but the 
top of the tile course in F1 was 23cm below an equivalent point on the mills east wall plinth. 
 
Bourne Mill has a varied history: the late 16th-century structure is thought to have been built as a fishing 
lodge on the site of a medieval mill, using materials from St John's Abbey. In the 17th century it was occupied 
by Flemish weavers and used as a cloth mill, then converted to a corn mill in the 19th century. 
 
To which phases do these newly discovered features belong? The scale of the trenching was too limited to 
permit any detailed interpretation. However, the cellar-depth floor surface (F2) and substantial low-lying 
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beam seem out of place in a 16th century fishing lodge and perhaps belong to a later (or earlier?) phase of 
occupation. As for the later clay dump, the apparent lack of tile inclusions in its lower part,  combined with the 
absence of garreting at that depth may indicate that there was more than one phase to the clay deposition, 
perhaps associated with alterations to the water inlet channel. 

 
Acknowledgements 
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93/4c 
Colchester  
Sussex Road, Kingswode Hoe School  
TL 9832 2520 
Carl Crossan 
 

 
 
Negative watching brief 
Amenity area in southeast corner of playing field.  Visited Saturday 3rd, Monday 5th April 1993. Negative.  
Amenity site has been cut into shallowly sloping ground between school playground and the adjoining 
playing field which is at a lower level (see sketch).  The slope is largely artificial, consisting of up to 0.65 m of 

relatively modern make-up ground.  Wall trenches, 0.4 m wide, revealed the following stratigraphy: 
 

Topsoil.  Dark greyish brown sandy loam, 0.15 m deep, merging to: 
Subsoil.  Mid brown sandy loam with medium stone content, 0.3 m deep, merging to: 
Natural sand.  A light to mid brown sand. 

 
The wall trench at the southwestern corner of the amenity area contained sand at a higher level due to a 
natural rise in the ground at that point. 
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93/5a 
Colchester 
Burlington Road (flats at west end) 
TL 99191 24839 
Carl Crossan 
 

Negative watching brief, mainly sand pit 

 

.  
No archaeologically significant features.  Test bores indicate that about two-thirds of the area to be built on 
contains 5 metre depth of “made up ground” (probably 19th century sandpit fill). This is to be piled. 
Conventional foundation trenches in the unaffected area at the eastern end of the building revealed only 
featureless subsoil above natural sand. 
 
 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 

 114 

 
 
North and north-eastern corner of site stripped to a depth of approximately 0.7m.  The remainder was 
stripped to approximately 10cm. 
 
01/06/1993  No more foundation trenches.  The remainder (in area ‘B’) will be piled.   
 
 

93/5b 
Colchester 
24 Lexden Road Eastwell House (corner of West Lodge Rd) 
TL 9851 2490 
Carl Crossan 
 

Watching brief / excavation: Roman foundations, cremation urn, possible road.   
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Summary 
The site is a new-build 
block of flats created out 
of the NE corner of the 
garden of Eastwell House 
(corner of Lexden Road 
and West Lodge Road).   
 
Foundation trenches 
revealed destruction 
debris and foundations 
(F2-6) representing one 
or more Roman buildings. 
An intact Roman 
cremation urn was also 
recovered (1).  
 
An access road cutting at 
the southern boundary of 
the site was found to 
contain a stratigraphically 
early gravel deposit. This 
is certainly the Roman 
road previously seen at 
Gurney Benham House 
(750m SSE) and next 
door at 26 Lexden Road 
(see map in PR Holbert 
‘Report on the excavation 
of a Roman Road in the 
garden of 26 Lexden 
Road, Colchester 1966’. 
CAG Bulletin Vol 10 no 2, 

June 1967.  
 

 
Site notes 
Level of garden 1.4m above West Lodge Road pavement. Upper levels of intact Roman features variously 
0.5 to 0.7m above West Lodge Road pavement.  Conditions for inspection difficult, most trenches only 45cm 
wide. At least two phases of disturbance, 19th century and earlier robbing. Pitted west area. 
 
Roman foundations observed in several places. Light/intact/robbed. 19th century disturbance cut away sides 
in places thus not clear whether edges genuinely reflect orientation. Exception is F5/F6 consistent straight 
alignment.  Interpretation difficult. 
 
List of features 
F1 Burial. Pot exposed by machine. Set upright in subsoil. Almost complete. Piece of rim broken in antiquity. 
Also a few fragments of lid. 
F2 Foundation. Fill – loose mortar, medium content pebbles, occasional septaria (common in lowest 10-
15cms). Sealed by L1   
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F2 robbed foundation location plan 
F3. Foundation.  Solid yellow brown mortar, high pebble content. Sloping east edge filled with dark brown 
sandy loam. Is this a wall or a floor? This e edge has been dug away before – sherd of post-medieval pot in 
dark soil at bottom close to side. 

 
F3 – F4 section:  
F4 (west of F3) Floor? Appears to be a W continuation of F3. Part in section, part on bottom of half depth 
trench. 
F5. S continuation of F4?. Foundation. 2 layers of mortar above pale brown silty loam.  

 
F5 section: 1) pale brown solid mortar. 2) reddish brown mortar. 3) pale brown slightly silty sand. 4) pale 
brown loamy sand. 5) Reddish brown sand natural 
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F6 section: a) robber trench fill? High stone content. b) pale brown silty sand 
F7: mortar foundation. Reddish brown mortar, some pebbles. Rests on natural sand. 
 

X series finds list : Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road  93/5b   May 1993 
630 Complete pot with lid fragments 

Roman 
F1 

631 Sherds various including post-
medieval 

 L1, by east side of F3.  Depth of 1.1m 

632 Tile fragment Roman L1, south of F2, 1m depth 
633 Sherds L1, west side of F2 
634 Sherds Roman L1, in region of F2.  Exact find spot unknown 
635 U/s Sherds Roman found by con-

tractor. 
US Machining trench in area 2m south of F1 

716 Sept 1993 landscaping of front 
gardens  

Pot (from at least 3 vessels) Roman possibly redeposited from 
cremations 

719 Pot fragment from spit excavation of contents of pot X630 
720 Cremated bone from spit excavation of contents of pot X630 
721 Sieved soil from spit excavation of contents of pot X630 (not kept) 
722 Cremated bone from spit excavation of contents of pot X630 
723 Sieved soil from spit excavation of contents of pot X630 (not kept) 
724 Tile fragments from spit excavation of contents of pot X630 

 
References 
PR Holbert, 1967,  ‘Report on the excavation of a Roman Road in the garden of 26 Lexden Road, Colchester 
1966’. CAG Bulletin Vol 10 no 2, June 1967.  
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93/5c 
Colchester 
Cooks Lane, Lexden Springs, Lexden 
TL 96689 25486 approx 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
Visited 19/05/1993. No significant features. Rectangular pit, c. 30m x 15m x 5m deep.  Flat bottom, already 
concreted. Sides battered and much obscured - no obvious features, mainly sandy natural merging to a grey 
colour (?) at NW end. Pit location on plan of sludge main. 
 
Visited 17/09/1993 in response to a call from engineer Dave Ainsworth to advise that trenching is going on in 
the area.  Nobody in authority about. Only recent trenching appears  to be south of the pumphouse* but all 
filled in except 1.5m length, 0.8m deep. Nothing in section - topsoil all the way down. There has been much 
landscaping in the immediate area. 
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93/7a 
Colchester  
Eastern Approaches Road, Stage Two: Archaeological Evaluation Part One: Brook Street 
TM 00295 24900 
Carl Crossan 
 
Evaluation of proposed road line - Post-medieval features 
Reason for project: Road construction  
 
Summary 
A trial trench on land adjoining the site of medieval hospital at Brook Street revealed post-medieval features, 
but no evidence of earlier occupation. This suggests that the area to be affected by this part of the EAR is 
unlikely to be of sufficient archaeological value to merit rescue excavation.  
 
Background  
The following locations have been selected for evaluation of the archaeological implications of the proposed 
route for the second stage of Colchester's Eastern Approaches Road: 

Land north of St Mary Magdalen's Almshouses, Brook Street.  
Land adjoining the former Essex Telegraph Press building, Magdalen Street. 
Land adjacent to the British Rail depot at The Hythe.  

The subject of this report is Brook Street, the first of the sites to become available.  
 
The Site 
The evaluation site (currently owned by British Rail) lies W of Brook Street, immediately N of St Mary 
Magdalen's Almshouses. The area to the S is known to be of high archaeological value as it contains 
remains of St Mary Magdalen's Hospital, a 12th century for leper hospital. The hospital was destroyed in the 
16th century, then re-established as an almshouse in 1610. Its full extent is not known: St Mary Magdalen's 
churchyard was extensively excavated in 1989, resulting in the discovery of the hospital chapel and a second 
medieval building to the east. In 1991, trial trenches in the almshouse gardens revealed two early wall 
foundations, and a possible north boundary ditch close to the present boundary between the almshouses 
and land to be affected by road construction. 

8
 

 
The Excavation 
The area examined represents a sample of approximately  5% of the land to be affected by a cutting for the 
proposed Brook Street road junction.  
 
An 18x1.65m trench was excavated by machine at the location shown on the attached plan. The uppermost 
0.8m contained relatively modern deposits consisting of extensive spreads of compacted mortar, brick and 
concrete rubble, covered by a thick layer of dumped topsoil. The lowest of these, a 10-15cm deep deposit of 
crushed red and yellow brick, was impressed directly into the surface of underlying natural sand with no 
intervening stratigraphy in evidence. At the eastern end of the trench the sand in the 8m stretch closest to 
Brook Street was devoid of earlier features. In contrast, four pits were exposed and partially excavated in the 
area from 1.46m to 21m west of the Brook Street frontage, all sealed by the modern deposits. These are 
shown on the accompanying plan and are briefly described below.  
 

                                                 
8
  This report predates Carl’s excavation of St Mary Magdalen -  ‘Excavations at St Mary Magdalen's Hospital, 

Brook Street, Colchester’, Essex Archaeology & History 34 (2004), 91-154, by Carl Crossan 
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Trial trench general shots. 
  
F1 – a pit containing a fill of dark brown sandy loam with a low content of small stones and rare small 
fragments of peg tile. The pit bottom lay at an overall depth of 1.85m from the present ground surface.  
F2 – a pit, filled with mid brown sandy loam with pale brown loamy sand mottles. Contents included a light 
scatter of oyster shell and rare fragment of 1cm thick slates. Overall depth 1.9m.  
F3 – A small oval pit with mid brown sandy loam fill. Not fully excavated for safety reasons, the overall depth 
of the feature is not known. 
F4 – Pit with dark brown sandy loam fill containing occasional pieces of peg tile and many very small 
fragments of slate.  
 
Interpretation and Conclusions 
The exploratory trench contained no evidence pointing to the survival of structures associated with the 
hospital. The area examined appears to have been thoroughly stripped down to natural sand, then made up 
with hardcore and covered with a 0.6m thick layer of topsoil. From the presence of stiff portland cement 
based concrete among the hardcore this seems likely to be 20th century activity carried out by the railway 
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company, rather than associated with any of the 19th century building works known to have taken place in 
the immediate area. Without more widespread exploratory work it is difficult to gauge the depth of natural 
sand removed by the stripping operation; a comparison with known levels to the south suggests that the loss 
could be in the region of 0.5m but this estimate is of limited value since the ground naturally slopes down in a 
northerly direction. The dumped topsoil contained rare fragments of mortared Roman tile and septaria, both 
materials used in the construction of the medieval hospital and which can be expected to be residually 
present as destruction debris in the local soil. This raises a possibility that early buildings might once have 
stood on the site but were later totally removed by deep soil stripping. Although this cannot be discounted, 
the destruction debris is equally likely to originate from nearby since medieval foundations are known to exist 
in an almshouse garden only 8 metres to the south of the trench.  
 
The stratigraphic relationships of the four pits in the western part of the trench were destroyed by the later 
surface stripping. Finds from their fills indicate that F1, F2 and F4 are post-medieval; F3 was not closely 
examined and is thus of uncertain origin.  
 
The complete absence of direct evidence for in-situ structures, combined with the results of excavations in 
the gardens to the south and post-medieval cartographic representations of the area suggest that the land 
affected by this stretch of proposed road is probably a short distance beyond the main area occupied by 
hospital buildings. While the pits may well be associated with the later almshouse phase of the hospitals 
history, these alone would not be sufficiently informative to justify excavation of the site. 
 
X Series finds list  
Eastern Approach Road, Phase 2 (Brook Street) EVAL   93/7A  07/07/1993 
639 Sherds Post-Medieval Brook Street trial trench, (Eastern Approach Road) fill of F2 
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93/7b 
Colchester 
Lane North of St Mary’s Hospital, Balkerne Hill 
TL 9914 2538 approx 
Carl Crossan 
 
Negative site inspection 
A report was received (from Richard Shackle via James Fawn) that part of a Roman tessellated pavement 
was exposed in the lane between the former Balkerne Hill Water Works and St Mary’s Hospital Nurses 
Home. 
 
The lane lies in a narrow strip of terraced ground which leads west from the lower part of Balkerne Hill to 
Hilly Fields. Ground level on the south side is approximately 1.1m above the level of the lane. Long stretches 
were found to have recently been cut back (by treasure hunters?) to form crude sections, but much of this 
was obscured by spoil heaped against the cuttings. There was no sign of a tessellated pavement, nor was 
any early stratigraphy evident in the upper unobscured parts of the sections. The soil here consisted of dark 
grey brown sandy loam with many small tile fragments. Among the inclusions, peg-tile was common in the 
sections and loose soil, with occasional Roman roof tile fragments, the latter more frequent in the area 60m 
west of Balkerne Hill, together with septaria and a light scattering of oyster shell fragments. 
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93/8b (and see 94/10e) 
Colchester 
Spurgeon Street  
TM 0129 2490 approx 
Carl Crossan 
 
Evaluation: No sign of Roman road from Mistley, which is projected to cross here. Post-
medieval dumping over river silts (trench 4 of this evaluation is site 94/10e) 
 
Background 
In August 1993 three trial trenches were excavated at the Charringtons Transport site in Spurgeon Street in 
order to explore the archaeological implications of proposed large-scale residential redevelopment. The site 
is of archaeological interest because of the potential for buried medieval and earlier riverside activity. In 
particular the river crossing for the Roman road traced between Mistley and Greenstead, whose course 
appears to be completely straight, and, if projected SW  toward Colchester, would meet the river as indicated 
in yellow outline on the plan.  
 
The Excavation 
The trench locations were chosen to minimise inconvenience to existing site users, and to avoid the need to 
break out and reinstate large areas of concrete. No manual cleaning of the lower levels of trenches was 
attempted due to the depth involved and the unstable nature of the trench sides.  
 
Trench 1  
Due to the presence of various obstacles Trench 1 was excavated in three offset sections, marked A, B and 
C on the attached plan. Excavation of section A was abandoned at a depth of 0.35m to avoid disturbance to 
modern drains. Sections B and C were restricted to overall depths of 1.4m and 1.8m respectively. The 
stratigraphy is summarised below.  
 
The upper levels consisted of very mixed layers of dumped material with post-medieval to modern inclusions 
(BL1 to BL4, CL1, CL2) which extended to depth of between 1.25m and 1.35m. Beneath this material was an 
accumulation of mid to dark grey river silt (BL5, CL3, 3A) within which were occasional sandy patches and 
light scatters of mortar flecks with minute fragments of red brick, also a single piece of clay tobacco pipe 
stem. Due to space restrictions excavation ceased on exposure of mixed gravelly sand and clay (CL4) at a 
depth of 1.8m.  
 
Trench 2 
Trench was located approximately 20m NW of T1 and set at a tangent to the river bank. The depths quoted 
here are of the NE end of T1. These were generally slightly higher to the SW. 
 
The later stratigraphy was similar to that in T1 (substantial deposits of relatively late dumped material (L1, 
L2) occupying the uppermost 1.3m). Beneath this was a mixed deposit (L3: probably of post-medieval date), 
of mid brown silt loam and olive-tinged loamy sand with occasional small red brick fragments. This extended 
to an overall depth of 2m, where it sealed a heavy accumulation of grey river silt (L4), which in turn rested on 
featureless greyish brown dense clay (L5) at approximately 2.4m depth. Excavation ceased at an overall 
depth of 2.8m. The Grey silt (L4) contained a number of pieces of timber, cross-sections of which varied in 
size from 21.6 x 3cm to 22.25 x 12.7cm. Several contained 2.5cm diameter dowelling and pitch sealant. 
Attached to one lump of pitch was a small piece of sheet metal of a type which suggests a post-medieval 
date, but in the absence of laboratory wood analysis (too costly for an evaluation of this type), an earlier date 
for the timbers cannot be ruled out.  
 
Trench 3 
This small trench was located near the bottom of rising ground in the centre of the proposed development 
area. 
 
Removal of 0.3m of topsoil exposed a find sandy silt loam subsoil with no evidence of early features. 
Excavation ceased at a depth of 1.5m. 
 
Interpretation 
In total, the areas excavated represented approximately 0.5% of this 1.5 hectare site. At the riverside, 
trenching focussed on the accessible ground adjoining the low side of the main workshop building, where the 
presence of extensive deposits of river silt and substantial levels of evidence for a Roman bridge, the total 
absence of residual Roman debris in the levels examined may equally suggest that the road was diverted 
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toward a more convenient river crossing point. The negative result from T3 seems to supports this idea. 
However, any such diversion may be slight and it is quite possible that road and bridge lie within the site 
boundary, but to one side of the area recently examined.  
 
In view of continuing potential importance of the site, further exploratory trenching is desirable before 
construction work on any redevelopment begins. This can most effectively be carried out at a future stage 
when the site is vacant and the buildings and concrete yard have been removed.  
 

 
Fig 1 – map of site 
 
Note from Howard. Post-medieval soils dumped over river silts may mean the site is actually in the old river 
course. If so, then the Roman dockside etc should be farther south than here. 
 
Finds – X series list  
Spurgeon Street Coal Depot Eval    93/8b  August 1993  
640 Timber Post-Medieval? Trench 2 layer 4 
641 Pitch and metal object Post-Medieval? Trench 2 layer 4 
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93/9a 
Colchester  
Eastern Approaches Road9: Stage Two Archaeological Evaluation Part two:  
Magdalen Street (rear of 154 Magdalen Street). 
TM 0030 2488  
Carl Crossan 
 
Eastern Approaches Road: Stage Two Archaeological Evaluation Part two: Magdalen Street: 
post-medieval dumped soils 
A 3-metre trench revealed no archaeologically significant features. Stratigraphy appears to be substantial 
dumps of post-medieval material above natural subsoil.   
 
Background 
The following locations were selected for exploratory excavation as part of the brief for evaluation of the 
archaeological implications of the route for Stage Two of Colchester's Eastern Approaches Road:  
 

1) Land north of St Mary Magdalen's Almshouses, Brook Street. 
2) Land north of Magdalen Street. 
3) Land adjacent to the British Rail depot at The Hythe. 

 
The site at Brook Street was investigated and reported upon in July, 1993. The subject of this report is 
Magdalen Street, the second of the sites to become available. 
 
The Site 
The trench was located in the NW corner of the Colchester Enterprise Centre (formerly Affiliated Factors) 
property, 154 Magdalen Street, within a strip of land which will be affected by a proposed 130m long road 
cutting. A site to the W was abandoned due to access difficulties.  
 
 
Results and Interpretation 
A 10×2m trench was dug to a depth of 3m, revealing the following stratigraphical sequence: 

L1) Concrete. 0.2m. Modern yard surface. 
L2) Brick rubble. 0.35m. Modern hardcore. 
L3) Very dark grey brown sandy loam, medium content of small stones, occasional very small fragments of 
grey mortar and red bricks. 1.5m. 19th century dumped material.  
L4) Dark brown sandy loam with rare flecks of yellowish brown clay loam and low to medium content of 
small stones. 1m. Post-medieval -19th century.  
L5) Clean gravelly sand. 
 

No manual excavation or cleaning was attempted at lower levels because of depth and instability of the 
trench sides. Dating evidence for L3 was Fabric 48d ironstone

10
 throughout the soil to a depth of 2m. Viewed 

from the ground surface the horizon between L3 and L4 was not sharply defined, the latter being 
distinguished by a gradual lightening in colour and a comparative rarity of datable inclusions. The only finds 
definitely attributable to L4 were small fragments of peg-tile and clay pipe stem which, while not closely 
dated, at least indicate a post-medieval date for the deposit. Indeed, it may be that L3-4 are part of the same 
phase of 19th century dumping activity. The underlying sand, L5, is assumed to be a natural subsoil; again 
close inspection was impossible because of two major trench collapses which occurred while this level was 
being exposed 

                                                 
9
  Of course, EAR was never built! 

10
  Fabrics after the Carol Cunningham scheme invented for Chelmsford and repeated in CAR Report 7 by John 

Cotter.  
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There is a striking difference in subsoil levels between this spot and the areas to either side. Approximately 
60m to E and W, engineers' trial pits (TP105 and TP103) found natural sand at 19.8m OD, within 1.1m and 
1.3m of their respective surface levels. In contrast, sandy deposits lay at approximately 15.6m OD in a trial 
pit situated 15m to the NW (TP104). Both TP104 and the archaeological trench contained substantial levels 
of modern fill, of which the material in the evaluation trench is almost certainly associated with the 19th 
century railway cuttings works. Curiously, of the four locations, the archaeological trench lay farthest away 
from the edge of the cutting (12m), yet contained at least as great a depth of modern fill as TP104 which 
borders the cutting; also substantially more than found in TP103 and TP105. A reason for this anomaly might 
be the fact that the evaluation site adjoins Childwell Alley, a centuries-old lane which leads north from a gap 
between properties in Magdalen Street. In the 1860s this opening could have provided a convenient access 
from Magdalen Street for traffic involved in excavation of the railway cutting, in which case the ground at this 
point would need to be lowered to approach the full depth of the cutting, then made up on completion of the 
works to restore the route of the alley. This is speculative, but would explain why such a depth of late fill 
exists here while the ground to either side was relatively unaffected by railway construction.  
 
Conclusions 
The results from this evaluation and two trial pits (TP103, TP104) directly in the path of the proposed 
Magdalen Street road cutting suggest that the threatened ground is unlikely to be of archaeological value. 
Although no excavation seems necessary, a precautionary watching brief should be of help on unexplored 
areas affected by the roadworks. 
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93/9c 
Colchester 
Lexden Lodge Farm to Moat Farm Cottages, cable trenches 
TL 9775 2623 to  TL 9803 2613 
Carl Crossan 
 
Roman kiln destruction debris, also indeterminate pits/ditches 
In September 1993, overhead electricity and telephone lines between Lexden Lodge Farm (TL 9775 2623) 
and Moat Farm Cottages (TL 9803 2613) were replaced by buried cables. This involved machine excavation 
of a 0.55m wide trench (1.1 – 1.3m  deep) along a 300m route across agricultural land in an area known 
from excavation and cropmark evidence to contain ring ditches, trackways, early field boundaries and 
Roman tile kilns (Essex Sites and Monuments Record 1198, 11915, 11771). Because of the archaeological 
sensitivity of the area, the trenching was watched constantly from start to finish. A variety of buried features 
were observed and these are briefly described below.  
 

 
Observations 
Beneath 0.2 to 0.35m topsoil, natural subsoil (from gravely sand to sandy clay loam and silty clay). In the 
clay-rich lengths of the trench the digging bucket tended to smear the trench sides, obscuring stratigraphy. 
Although the sides were manually cleared in places, it is possible that further features exist, but were not 
seen (locations noted on the plan). 
 
F1)  A northeast-southwest ditch, 1.4 m wide in the trench section which intersected the ditch at an angle of 
approximately 45 degrees. The bottom of the feature extended beyond the limit of excavation which here 
ceased at 1.1m depth. The upper edges were difficult to distinguish since the pale brown sandy fill was very 
similar to the surrounding subsoil. The date of the feature is uncertain; an absence of humic content in the fill 
might indicate an early origin but the orientation is perhaps more consistent with the medieval and later 
layout of the area. 
 

F2)  A ditch or natural feature? At this point in the route an expanse of mid brown gravely sand subsoil 
contained a 1.4m wide interruption with a ditch-like profile which extended beyond the bottom of the trench. 
The fill was pale grey/brown silty clay of a type naturally present elsewhere in the area, which suggests that 
this may be a glacial rather than man-made feature. 
 
F3)  A 1.2 m deep N-S ditch, 1.8m wide, intersected the trench at approx 80

0
. From its stratigraphical 

relationships the feature appears to be relatively early. 
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F4)  A pit, 2m wide x 0.5m deep at the northern side of the trench and slightly shallower in the opposite 
section.  Possibly modern. 
 
F5)  A pit, 1.15m wide x 0.7m deep, only in the N trench side. Probably modern. 
 
F6)  Ditch, probably modern.  A 1m deep east-west ditch cut by the trench at an angle of approximately 20 
degrees. Its stratigraphical relationships and a strong humus content in the fill suggest a recent origin.  Its 
location corresponds with a field boundary removed since 1950. 
 
F7)  Between 70m and 92m west of the Moat Farm Cottages boundary the generally gravely subsoil was 
frequently interrupted by pit-like silty clay filled features which ranged from 1m to 5m in width and extended 
beyond the bottom of the trench. Like F3, these are probably naturally formed features, but are included here 
since the trench dimensions were too limited to permit a thorough examination. 
 
F8)  Roman Kiln Destruction Debris (TL 9802 2614). The surface of the ploughsoil immediately W of Moat 
Farm Cottages contains many abraded fragments of Roman tile and brick. Trenching from the cottage 
garden boundary to 17m W revealed a group of clay-rich deposits from ploughsoil to natural sandy clay 
subsoil at an overall depth of 1m. The group consisted of three main layers. Most widespread was a mixed 
deposit of pale yellow brown silty clay loam (L3 in the archive section drawing) which contained a scatter of 
Roman tile and brick fragments, also occasional small patches of burnt daub and shell fragments. Beneath 
this at the W end was a deposit of broadly similar appearance, but with a slightly higher clay content and a 
sparser distribution of tile and brick (L4). To the east, L3 sealed a 0.25m to 0.4m thick deposit of pale grey 
brown silty clay loam (L6) which extended from 2m to 11m west of the cottage boundary. In contrast to L3 
and L4, this contained no tile or burnt inclusions. 
 
Layers 3 and 4 almost certainly represent debris from the destruction of a nearby Roman Kiln. The pale 
greyish brown material (L6) is more difficult to interpret - it did not appear to be disturbed, yet if the material 
was in-situ it, and the underlying clayey subsoil, showed no evidence of exposure to heat. 
 
In addition to this site, two 1st-century Roman tile kilns operated 350m to the NE. Given the established 
value of surface finds in signalling the presence of such buried features, a future systematic fieldwalking 
survey of this land would be worthwhile, particularly if further ground disturbance is anticipated. 
 
Acknowledgements 
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93/9d 
Colchester 
Vineyard Street Car Park 
T1-2 approx: TL 99760 24984 
T3-9 approx: TL 99804 24988 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief: Pit or ditch fill, indeterminate date 

 
Nine trenches were dug by machine in preparation for toilets and other structures at the new open 
air market site in Vineyard Street. 
 

Five of the trenches (T1-2, 3, 5-6) were for light foundations, extending to a depth of only 0.5m, 
and were either concreted or revealed nothing of significance when inspected.  Of the remainder, 
drain trenches T7-9 were partly backfilled but where still exposed revealed a dark greyish brown 
sandy loam extensively cut by existing pipe trenches. 
 

At the eastern end of the car park, Trench 4 was dug to a depth of 2.5m but its sections were 
largely obscured by shoring. The stratigraphy in the southern part of the trench appeared to consist 
of 0.5m of 19th/20th century brick, above a deep layer of mid brown loamy sand with occasional 
oyster which continued beyond the bottom of the trench. The spoil heap contained Roman brick 
and tile fragments which appeared to be associated with this lower material. Clean sand, possibly 
natural, was noted in a gap between shoring in the north-eastern part of the trench.  This lay at a 
depth of 1.85 m. 
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It is difficult to place an interpretation on these limited observations.  Trench 4 was situated 27 m 
south of the town wall, a distance which makes the deeper mid brown soil unlikely to be ditch fill.  
Furthermore, the apparent presence of natural sand rising to a higher level at the northern end of 
the trench (i.e. closer to the likely courses of the Roman and medieval ditches) suggests that the 
deep fill cannot be associated with the main ditches, although perhaps part of some secondary 
feature. 
 

 
 
. 

 
93/11b 
Colchester 
Bourne Mill 
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TM 0057 2384 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief: late repairs to mill 

 
This is a summary of a watching brief on works to prevent flooding in the cellar of Bourne Mill.  Remedial 
works followed exploratory trenching (April 1993) which was the subject of a separate report (93/4b). 
November 1993, a 3m wide trench excavated against the leat inlet in the W mill wall exposed the external 
ground level. Soil sections to N and S consisted of 0.15m of dark brown garden topsoil sealing a substantial 
dump of pale brown clay containing rare small fragments of mortar, which continued beyond the bottom of 
the trench.  
 
The exposed area of the wall face is shown in fig 2. Although partly obscured by rendering, the individual 
features appear to represent a sequence of relatively late repairs and alterations of which the wall blocking 
(7) may be associated with a raising of the leat level and perhaps a conversion of the mill wheel from an 
undershot to overshot type. However, excavation to a much greater depth would be required to confirm this 
point.  
 
Acknowledgements 
We are indebted to the National Trust; their architects, Purcell Miller and Tritton and the contractor, Wm 
Deaves, for their support and co-operation.  
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Fig 1 – West wall 
1 – Leat inlet. 
2 – Iron penstock. 
3 – Infill of unfrogged red brick, 229×114×70mm in stiff grey mortar. 
4 – Recess, 290mm deep. Bottom and sides rendered with stiff grey cement. At the rear of the 
recess 150mm high flat-faced stone supports the base of the penstock (2). 
5 – Cement render. 
6 – Grey-brown soft mortar render. 
7 – Blocking. Mainly unfrogged bricks, 229×101×63mm loosely assembled with residue of clay 
between bricks. South side formed of grey pale sonte (similar to that in standing building), loosely 
stacked. The blocking continues beyond the bottom and northern limits of the trench.  
8 – Pale yellow stone (largely obscured by boards). 
9 – Facing of red brick, 229×101×63mm.  
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93/11c 
Colchester 
Gosbecks Road, Gosbecks Farm 
T1: TL 96847 22974 approx 
T2: TL 97059 23130 approx 
T3: TL 97313 22930 approx 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - shallow ditch, indeterminate date, apparently not a cropmark ditch.  
 
22/11/1993: Three trial trenches dug by Galliford Sears at locations shown. 
 
Trench 1 
1m wide x (approximately) 2m long.  Machine dug to depth of approximately 3m. 
 
 
Fig. 1 

 
 
Stratigraphy: 
Dk greyish brown sandy loam ploughsoil.  c.25 cm. 
Pale brown sandy silt loam subsoil c.15cm. 
Reddish brown coarse gravely sand. 
FEATURE: depression, probably a shallow ditch.  Fill very similar to layer 2.  At angle to line of trench.  
Relationship to layer 2 not clear. 
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Trench 2 
1 m wide, approximately 2 m long, 3 m deep. 
 

 
Stratigraphy: 
Ploughsoil.  c.30 cm. 
Pale brown sandy silt loam subsoil.  C. 40 cm. 
Reddish brown coarse gravely sand.   
 
No features. 
 
 
Trench 3 
1 m wide, approximately 2 m long, approximately 2.3 m deep.  (Location details above). 
 
Stratigraphy: 
Ploughsoil.  c.30 cm. 
Pale brown sandy silt loam.  35 cm. 
Reddish brown coarse gravely sand. 
 
No features. 

 
 
 

 
93/11e 
Colchester 
Northgate Street, Sargeant's Engineering Works 
TL 9971 2551 
Carl Crossan 
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Evaluation - Deep post-medieval soils masking possible Roman layers including metalling 
 
Background 
The site lies within the walled Roman town within the NW part of Insula 5, an urban block which 
occupied the region between the Roman theatre and the north wall of the town. It is currently the 
subject of a redevelopment proposal which will involve lowering the southern part of the site by up to 
1.5m to form a terrace, followed by construction of houses on piles and ground beams (restricted in 
depth to avoid a high local water table).  
 
The Evaluation 
To assess the archaeological implications of the proposal three small trenches were excavated (plan above). 
The trench stratigraphy was as follows: 
 
Trench 1 
Width: 1m 
Length: 1m 
Depth: 1.1m 
 

L1 – 0.25m. Asphalt and two layers of concrete above brick hardcore.  
L2 – 0.85m. Very dark greying brown sandy loam with occasional small tile fragment, including peg 
tile, and rare minute oyster flecks. 
L3 – At limit of excavation. A compacted layer composed mainly of small stone with occasional 
septaria and Roman tile fragments resting and embedded in the surface. Ground water entered the 
trench at this point, submerging L3. 

 
Trench 2  
Width (E-W): 1.1m 
Length (N-S): 0.93m 
Depth: 12.5m 
 

L1 – 0.15m Asphalt above brick hardcore. 
L2 – 0.47m. Very dark greyish brown sandy loam with occasional oyster shell and minute tile 
fragments. 
L3 – 0.63m and continuing beyond limit of excavation. Similar material to L2 but lighter in colour and 
slightly higher content of oyster and tile.  
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Trench 3 
Width: 1.05m 
Length: 2.2m (upper part), 1m (lower part) 
Depth: 2.3m 
 
Safety considerations prevented manual cleaning and close in-situ examination of the lower levels exposed 
in this trench. 
 

L1 – 0.2m. Topsoil, coal dust, mortar and brick rubble.  
L2 – 0.9m. Very dark greying brown sandy loam with occasional small fragments of yellowish brown 
mortar and rare minute tile fragments. 
L3 – 0.4-0.5m. Light brown sandy clay loam with common mid to dark brown sandy loam mottles, 
occasional small fragments of yellowish brown mortar and rare minute tile fragments. 
L4 – 0.1m. Similar to L3, but with a high content of yellowish brown Roman mortar fragments, some 
plastered and painted white; also common shell fragments of Roman tile and one small piece of op 
sig. 
L5 – 0.12m. Olive-tinged brown sandy clay loam containing rare minute fleck of mortar. 
L6 – 0.15m. Light brown sandy clay loam.  
L7 – 0.4m. Olive-tinged brown sandy clay loam. 
L8 – 0.05m Exposed at limit of excavation. Mixed light brown loamy sand and pale grey silty clay. Spoil 
heap samples (possibly contaminated) contained very rare minute fragments (1-2mm) of tile and a 
trace of fibrous root-like material. 

 
Interpretation 
The thick layer of dark soil (L2 in all three trenches) is a post-Roman accumulation of limited archaeological 
value other than as an indicator of local non-occupation for certain periods in the town's history. In T2 the 
lower levels consisted of a slightly lighter variant of this material but in the absence of datable inclusions it 
was not possible to establish the significance or date ranges of the respective levels.  
 
In T1 the feature of principal interest was L3, a compact stony layer with Roman building material resting and 
embedded in its surface. Flooding prevented further investigation but this appears to represent relatively 
early metalling, possibly Roman. 
 
In T3 the dark post-Roman soil (L2) sealed deposits containing destruction debris from Roman buildings in 
which re-usable material such as stone was noticeably absent (L3, L4). These layers would be consistent 
with established phase early medieval robbing of Roman buildings. The underlying layers (L5-L7) appear to 
be spread of dumped material, sealing a mixed deposit of clay and sand (L8) which lay at the limit of 
excavation. An excavated sample of this layer was found to contain rare minute fragments of tile, which 
suggests the possible presence of further Roman levels at a greater depth than examined on this occasion.  
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93/12a 
Colchester 
Cymbeline Way, Colchester Camp Site 
TL 96710 25595 
Carl Crossan 
 
Pre-Flavian rim & other Roman sherds (identified and returned to owner). 
The site owner, Mr Barber, reported the discovery of pottery while digging a soakaway pit earlier in the year. 
The sherds represent two Roman vessels: 
 
A pre-Flavian jar (rim and upper body sherd). 
A less closely dateable Roman thin-bodied cylindrical vessel (base and a quantity of body sherds). 
 
These were found at a depth of 1.5m, close together in a thin layer sealed by horizontal layers of gravel and 
clay. The findspot was a few metres E of a newly built toilet block (see plan). From the location and 
stratigraphy the find seems more likely to be part of a spread of Roman material sealed by later made-up 
levels, rather than pit fill. (The pottery was returned to Mr Barber on 10/12/1993). 

 

 
93/12b 
Colchester 
West Lodge Road (opposite no. 7) 
TL 98532 24883 
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Carl Crossan 
 
Negative Watching brief 

 
 
 
16/12/1993 
Gas pipe trench 0.35m wide, 0.7m deep. Not photographed, (3.45 pm, too dark).  East end wider and deeper 
but there section completely cut by earlier service trench. 
Light very poor.  Section appears to be: 
 
1) 0.25 m.  Modern road above gravel hogging. 
2) 0.4 m.  Mixed, mainly reddish brown sand with varying amounts darker brown loamy sand and light brown 
‘dust’ content. 
3) 0.1m.  Clean reddish brown sand.   
 
Layer 2 could be any date from early to C19th. 
 
Similar trench dug across west half of road but already filled in. James Fawn has photograph and notes 
taken in better light. 
 

 
 
94/1c 
Colchester  
North Station (trackside building) 
TL 98734 26557 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
No archaeologically significant features.  Groundworks consisted of eighteen 2m square stanchion holes set 
out on a 6 x 3 grid over an area of 30m x 13.5m, with a single east-west linear trench in place of a fourth row 
of holes.  The trenches were typically dug to a depth of 1.8m and were at varying stages of excavation and 
concreting when inspected.  The trench stratigraphy displayed a steady fall in the natural ground level which 
seemed consistent with the incline of the higher open ground to the north, there being no sign of a levelling 
off in this area. 
 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 

 140 

 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 

 141 

Site notes 
 
13/01/1994 

Fig. 
1 
 
2m square stanchion holes. 
A1 Natural pale brown clay at 0.9m beneath 0.3m intermediate brown clay loam 

subsoil.  Top 0.6m modern dump. 
C1 1.8m.  Natural brown clay at 1.6m, sharp horizon with overlying black sequence 

of modern make-up. 
 
 
18/01/1994 

 
 
Most holes concreted to within 1m of surface.  C6 completely open: upper fill , inc cinders, scrap 
asbestos cement sheets etc; above natural pale brown and grey clay.  Engineer stated clay at 
similar depth all along row C.  natural fall in ground level from north to south (0.8m in 13.5m length) 
seems consistent with land to north, showing no sign of levelling off.  Contact next week about 18m 
long trench. 
 
 
26/01/1994 
18m x 2m trench (trench ‘2’).  1.8 m deep fully excavated.  Top 1.6m modern railway make-up, 
above pale yellowish brown clay loam.  Vague horizon between modern and natural clay loam. 
 
 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 

 142 

94/1d 
Colchester 
Lexden Nurseries, Hubert Road (pond) 
TL 97976 25568 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
 

 
05/01/1994 First visit.  Area almost entirely stripped of topsoil but northern part under water due to 
heavy rain.  No features apparent in visible subsoil surface. 
 

Stratigraphy: 
30cm.  Topsoil. 
Subsoil varying from mid yellowish brown clay loam to yellowish brown clay.  Naturally gravely in places.  
Very occasional minute fragments of peg-tile, slightly more common near east side but not concentrated.  
Rare small shards of china. 
 

07/01/1994 Digging in progress to overall depth of c. 1.5m.  No fresh observations. 
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94/2a  
Colchester 
Archaeological Assessment at Gosbecks Farm (Stage 1) 
TL 97404 22949 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Note: this project fully published – Howard Brooks, Stephen Benfield and Simon Garrod 
‘Archaeological assessment at Gosbecks Farm, Colchester, 1994’, Essex Archaeology & History 
26 (1995), 261-4. This publication also includes the Stage 2 evaluation of August 1994. 
 
Below is essentially the archive report, with full finds reports, etc. 
 
Evaluation prior to housing development 
Summary: Approximately 800m of trenching were explored (about 1.4% of the proposed development area) 
which confirmed the distribution of the archaeology as represented by aerial photographic survey. This 
revealed a concentration of ditched enclosures in the south-western development area, shown by sample 
excavation to date from the late Iron Age to early Roman period, and probably representing settlement. 
Archaeological features and essentially two long sinuous ditches datable to the same period. This pattern 
was mirrored in the results of the extensive fieldwalking survey. All archaeological features were encountered 
in the underlying gravels at a depth of about 0.3m and extended to depths of up to 1.0m from the present 
ground surface. 

 
Introduction 
Archaeological assessment comprising archive research, sample trenching, fieldwalking and metal-detector 
surveys was carried out over the area of proposed housing at Gosbecks Farm. This area is approximately 
9.5 hectares in extent and bounded to the west, north and east by Maldon Road, Gosbecks Road and 
Olivers Lane respectively. The development site is part of the internationally important Gosbecks area, the 
centre of which lies about 0.5km to the south. Here a substantial focus of settlement of the late Iron-Age with 
ditched enclosures, track-ways and field systems (extending into the proposed development area) is 
enhanced in the Roman period with the construction of a major rural temple and theatre complex together 
walled enclosures and water features. A significant part of this focal area is incorporated within the proposed 
Gosbecks Archaeological Park which bounds the southern side of the proposed housing development. The 
Gosbecks site is a protected as Scheduled Ancient Monument part of the scheduled area extending into the 
southern extent of the proposed development.  
 
Archaeological Survey 
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1. Aerial Archive Survey 
Examination of aerial reconnaissance, recording differential crop growth over the last half a century, 
displayed a complex of ditches which essentially divided over the development area into two distinct patterns 
of large and smaller land units. Over the central/eastern area (about 80% of the development) two long 
sinuous ditches run on approximately north-south alignment converging towards north. These are cut across 
by a modern field boundary running east-west. The south-western area contained a more concentrated 
complex of ditches bounded by a track-way beyond the southern limits of the development (running 
approximately along the northern edge of the small valley) and two parallel ditches to the north-east. 
Underlying intermittent broad linear features of presumed geological origin, and two concentrations of small 
features, in the east and the south-west of the area, both of potential archaeological origin.  
 
In addition, the evidence for two specific features was examined. The present line of Gosbecks road has 
been claimed as fossilizing the line eastwards of a major Iron-Age earthwork, the Shrub End Dyke (Rodwell 
1976, 343-4, figs 50, 51.2). Examination of high level Royal Air Force photographs of 1933 (prior to existing 
developments along the Gosbecks road) showed no evidence to support the former existence of such an 
earthwork (Colchester Archaeological Trust Archive photographs no. 15&16). The second feature is that is a 
record of a 'dark line on air photograph' (Hull 1958, Fig 113) just to the east of Maldon road. Despite good 
differential crop resolution on several photographs no trace of a feature was revealed corresponding to this.  
 
The resulting plot of observable features was, in conjunction with the proposed development layout, to guide 
the placement of sample excavation trenching.  
 
2.Sample Excavation 
A total of approximately 800m of trench (numbers 1-16) was opened by machine stripping ; 370m along the 
line of the proposed southern access road (1-7) and 430m as a sample of specific features visible from air 
with other sample areas (8-16). This amounted to 1344m

2
 about 1.4% of the proposed development area. 

The surfaces revealed were cleaned and sampled by excavation. All archaeological features were 
recognisable only in the surface of the natural gravels (layer 3) which lies at a depth of about 0.3m and 
extend to depths of up to 1.0m from the surface of the modern plough soil. No faunal remains survive in the 
acid soil unless burnt/cremated, though fragments of an animal tooth were recovered from F18. 
 
The central and eastern area: 
This comprised the larger part of the proposed development and was tested by trenches 4-11 (approximately 
1.0% of area sample). These confirmed the east-west field boundary as modern (F7/30/13) and the broad 
intermittent linear features, (examined in T9) as of geologic origin. The eastern most of the two north-south 
sinuous ditches was sampled in two places (T7, F5 and T11, F40) and produced a small quantity of pottery 
datable to the late Iron Age/early Roman period. Trench 8 was positioned to test the hypothesis of the 
possible continuation east of the Shrub End Dyke (see above). No evidence for a major earthwork formerly 
occupying this position was found, only the remains of a modern field boundary (F8). Few other features 
were encountered in this group of trenches. Trench 7 produced an additional two small features, one modern 
pit (F6) and a second undated pit (F9). In Trench 11 a further probable ditch was encountered which did not 
appear on any of the air photographs (F14). Aligned east-west it produced only one fragment of Roman 
brick/tile and is not closely datable at present.  
 
The south-western area: 
The south-western area is approximately 1.5/2 hectares in extent and was tested by trenches 1-3 and 12-16 
(about 3.8% area sample). These confirmed the network of major ditches visible from the aerial photographic 
survey which can be dated to the late Iron Age/early Roman period. In addition to these several other smaller 
ditches of the same period were revealed (F4, 24, 26, 42) together with a number of small pits 
(F14,18,23,41&48). This latter indicates that some of the concentration of smaller features in this area 
observed on aerial photographs are likely to be archaeological in origin. Several features produced 
surprisingly large amounts of pottery in relation to the limited areas of excavation together with several large 
parts of individual vessels. Small amounts of light industrial slag and burnt building daub were also 
recovered. This concentration of material would tend to indicate settlement of the late Iron Age/early Roman 
period within the immediate area. No evidence was found which would extend beyond the middle of the 1st 
century A.D. Only Severely limited quantity of later Roman material has so far been recovered from the 
immediately overlaying soil.  
 

At some point (probably soon after the abandonment of the main activity on this area) a watermain was 
laid across the site in a large flat bottomed trench (F22/20) cutting through the fill of the late Iron 
Age/early Roman ditch F15. A single iron jointing collar covered with mineralized wood residue was 
recovered from F22 identical to a number excavated at Balkerne Lane (CAR.3 p.115-117 & fig 107). Although 
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no wood stains from decaying pipes were observed two faint grey bands side by side in the lower fill of F22 
indicate that is probably carried two mains. 
 
3.Fieldwalking survey 
The whole of the proposed development area together with a substantial area beyond the southern side 
boundary was fieldwalked on a 10m grid. This area has been recently ploughed and harrowed and 
conditions for the survey were good. The results were unexpected but very important indicated no discernible 
significant concentrations of archaeological material within a background scatter of highly abrade tile 
fragments. Indeed the level of material recovered was very low, even over the south-western area, though 
here finds were more numerous. In respect of these results a spatial diagrammatic plot of finds has been 
substituted by a list of relevant finds recovered within major areas.  
 
4.Metal-detector survey 
It is intended to make a complete detector survey of the entire development area. To date all of the trenches, 
a substantial portion of the south-western area and a transact across the site approximately along the line of 
the modern field ditch (F7/13/30) has been completed. Finds so far have consisted in the main of modern 
agricultural detritus, although a discarded cloth seal of probable 16

th
 century date (CAR.5 p.34-35) was 

recovered close to Olivers Lane immediately to the south of Trench 7. 
 
Discussion 
The archaeological work undertaken at Gosbecks Farm is an assessment and excavation has been limited 
to sampling. However, a preliminary interpretation can be made. 
 
The Gosbecks Farm site comprises archaeologically two distinct though probably complementary areas of 
intensive and extensive use spanning the late Iron Age to early Roman period. No substantial evidence for 
earlier activity has been recovered (though the few pieces of worked flint could indicate a potential for such). 
These areas can be described in terms of the proposed development as that of the central/eastern parts, and 
that of the south-western area. Archaeologically the former is more open containing two long sinuous 
ditches, while the later encompasses part of a more intensively defined division of land with a track way, 
fields/paddocks and probable settlement. Access between these two land blocks appears to be directed by 
the track way to the south.  
 
This contrast is maintained by the finds. The few finds have been recovered from the central/eastern areas 
either from features or from surface collection. In contrast the south-western area had produced prodigious 
amounts of pottery from excavation, together with a small quantity of building materials and waste from light 
industrial processes. The pottery (with the exception of two pieces of Samian dating probably to the second 
century recovered from overlaying layers) is equivalent to that from the Sheepen site at Colchester (Hawkes 
& Hull 1947, Niblett 1985) dating essentially to the period A.D. 5-60 (Niblett 1885, Table 1). The major 
contrast between these two assemblages is the virtual absence of mortaria and amphorae, fine vessels in 
Samian and glass, with only limited amounts of other fine wares such as Butt Beakers and Terra Nigra at the 
Gosbecks Farm site. To some extent this may be the product of a limited sample, but it seems clear that the 
different assemblages in use at these two sites were substantially different.  
 
The major period of archaeologically recognisable activity over the site therefore probably spans a short 
period of about 60 years. Details of internal development sequence within this period cannot as yet be 
achieved without further excavation, though it is clear (F10 is the clearest example). The only direct 
relationship is between the Roman water-main (F20/22) and the ditch F15 which has been abandoned when 
the water main was constructed. Beyond this there is almost no archaeologically detectable sign of use of 
the site into the Roman period. Roman pottery has a high survival rate in plough soil and had the area been 
used for settlement or closely associated cultivation involving the spreading of manure incorporating ceramic 
waste this would have been expected to be recovered from the fieldwalking. The impression therefore is of 
an area (or close-by area) of settlement beginning in the late 1st century AD with developing associated 
enclosures of fields/paddocks, and a track way to the south directing the passage of herds or flocks through 
this area to open grazing in the north and east. At a point in the early Roman period (which at present cannot 
be closely defined) this south-western area is abandoned as a focus of activity and a Roman double water 
main is laid through it, probably associated with the supply of water at the main Gosbecks religious complex 
to the south.  
 
Alternatively, it is possible that some of the features post-date the main period of archaeological deposition 
and contain earlier residual materials within their fills, the limited sample of excavation not being sufficient as 
yet to disclose this masking effect. However, on balance at present this scenario is not preferred.  
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In relation to the proposed continuation of the Shrub End Dyke beneath the present Gosbecks road, the 
evidence for this rests entirely on the interpretation placed on documentary sources concerning the 
perambulation of the bounds of the Borough Liberty, quoted by Morant in 1748 and summarised by Rodwell 
(1976). No physical evidence for such earthwork exists along the line of the road. Philip Crummy has 
suggested that the interpretation of the documentary sources is in error, having been misread, and refer to 
Gryme's Dyke at Lexden Heath not to the existence of a major earthwork on the line of Gosbecks road. 
There is no evidence for a Dyke along the Gosbecks road.   
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 Appendix I 
List of excavated features and finds (dates quoted as ‘Sheepen’ are late Iron Age/early Roman, equivalent to 
material from Sheepen excavations) 
 

Feature 

No. 
Trench 

No. 
Feature 

Type 
Finds 

No. 
Pottery 

sherds 
Date Comments 

1 2 Ditch 1?, 4, 6, 

8, 9 
55 Sheepen Butt beaker rims (2), 

platter, fired daub (3), 

fragments of slag (5). 

2 2 ?Pit   Modern  

3 3 Ditch 16,18 13 Sheepen 18, most part of same 

vessel. 

4 2 Ditch 15, 23, 

25 
14 Sheepen  

5 

40 

7 

11 

Ditch - 

53 

 

2 

 

Sheepen 

 

Sherd. Arretine/ Samian. 

Both sherds ?burnt. 

6 7 Pit   Modern  

7 

13 

30 

7 

10 

11 

Ditch   Modern Field ditch. 

8 8 Ditch   Modern Field ditch. 

9 7 Pit    Charcoal flecks in fill. 

10 1 Ditch 45 2 Sheepen  

11 12 Ditch 34, 42 6 Sheepen Light slag (2), heavy slag 

(1). 

12 

 

15 

13 

 

14 

Ditch  40, 46, 

96, 71, 

76 

30, 64 

66 

 

35 

Sheepen 69 – 2-3 vessels 

76 – mostly 1 vessel 

30 – 2-3 vessels 

64 – butt beaker frags 

14 11 Ditch 51   Fragment of Roman brick 

16 12 Ditch/gully 29 3 Sheepen  

17 1 Pit   Modern  

18 16 Pit 31, ?36, 

37, 44, 

78 

122 ?Late 1
st
 

century BC – 

early Roman 

Sherd from terra nigra 

platter. Most of 3 

vessels:- butt beakers – 

other jar. Fragments of 
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Feature 

No. 
Trench 

No. 
Feature 

Type 
Finds 

No. 
Pottery 

sherds 
Date Comments 

animal tooth.  

19 14 ?Pit 32 8 Sheepen Probable base of small 

pit 

20 

22 

14 

1 

Roman 

water main 
67 

51, 75, 

110, 

111, 

112 

8 

59 

?Later 1
st
 

century AD 
Fe nails (2), Fragments 

of slag (2) 

111 – flagon (late 

Neronian-Flavian) 

Samian – Terra Nigra 

mice dusted jar     

?amphorae fragments 

52 – Fe collar for water 

main (F22) 

240 2 Ditch 47, 48, 

59 
30 Sheepen 59 – Most of 1jar with 

perforated base 

25 2 Ditch   ?Sheepen  

26 16 Ditch 38, 80 7 Sheepen  

34 13 Ditch   ?Sheepen  

41 2 Pit 58 10 Sheepen Light slag (2) 

42 1 Ditch   ?Sheepen Seen only in trench 

sections 

43 15 Ditch 64, 73 12 Sheepen 73 – ?coal/shale (1) 

48 16 ?Pit    Contains much charcoal 

and charcoal fragments 

 
Appendix II 
Selected finds from fieldwalking survey by major areas. Dates quoted as Sheepen as per appendix I 
 

South-western Area 

Find no. Find type Quantity Date Comments 

20 Worked 

flint 
1 ?Later prehistoric Blade 

21 Worked 

flint 
1 ?Later prehistoric Secondary working 

22 Worked 

flint 
1 ?Later prehistoric Secondary working 
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19 Worked 

flint 
1 ?Later prehistoric Secondary working 

81 Pottery 1 Sheepen  

82 Pottery 2 Sheepen  

83 Pottery 3 Sheepen  

84 Pottery 2 Sheepen  

85 Pottery 1 Roman (probably earlier 2
nd

 century) Samian from 18/31 

86 Tile 2 Roman  

87 Tile 1 Roman  

88 Pottery 2 Sheepen  

89 Tile 1 Roman Flue tile 

 

Central and eastern areas 

Find no. Find type Quantity Date Comments 

93 Pottery 1 Sheepen  

95 Pottery 1 Sheepen  

96 Worked flint 1 ?Later prehistoric Possible secondary working 

97 Tile 1 Roman Tesserae cube 

102 Tile 1 Roman  

103 Tile 1 Roman  
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94/2b  
Colchester 
Balkerne Hill, Hole in the Wall pub 
TL 99247 25203 
Stephen Benfield 
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94/2c 
Colchester 
Hyderabad Barracks, Military Road 
TM 0017 2439 
Jules Hudson  

 
Watching brief - negative 
 
Foundation trenches for a 35m x 17m building at the west end of the parade ground were 
inspected. No archaeologically significant features were revealed. The trench stratigraphy 
was noted for future reference. Trenches 44 cm wide. Mottled orange (light brown) sand in the 
bottom. 
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94/2d 

Colchester 
Roman Way Camp, Roman Way 

TL 995 224 

Stephen Benfield 

 
Watching brief  - prehistoric pottery and flints 

 

 
COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 
FIELD PROJECTS 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS AT ROMAN WAY BARRACKS,  
COLCHESTER 1994 
 
by S. Benfield 
 
SUMMARY 
A small quantity of prehistoric material (pottery and flint) was recovered from a number of dis-
crete features scattered across the site. Apart from a Palaeolithic flint flake, all of this material 
most probably derives from activity post-dating the earlier Neolithic. The flint work can be 
dated to the later Neolithic or Bronze Age. However the pottery cannot be more closely dated 
than prehistoric, with the exception of four sherds from a mid - late Bronze Age vessel. In ad-
dition a post-Medieval ditch was revealed. 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Between February and April 1994 a watching brief was carried out at Roman Way camp (TL 
995 224) during the initial stages of redevelopment. 
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The site lies immediately west of the Berechurch Dyke, part of the internationally important 
late Iron Age dyke systems at Colchester. To the north, west and south are the remains of 
ploughed-out ditches and trackways, revealed as cropmarks, which relate to a broad area of 
agricultural landscape of probable Iron Age and Roman date. Just to the north-east the area 
of Monkwick farm forms an important historical and archaeological focus of the Medieval and 
post-Medieval periods. Recorded in Domesday as a farm supplying St John’s Abbey, from 
1100 its lands formed part of the Abbey’s estates. Following the Dissolution it was converted 
into a substantial private residence as a moated manor farm. No remains of this complex are 
now visible.  

 
The first phase of construction work involved a reduction in existing site levels of up to 0.75 
metres over an area of some 600 square metres removing the make-up for the parade ground 
and buildings of the former barracks. This exposed the underlying deposits of natural gravel 
which occurred from a depth of about 0.5 metres. Any features revealed were cleaned and 
investigated by section. 
 
 
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SEQUENCE 
 
The earliest material recovered from the site is a single heavily patinated flint flake exhibiting 
a hard hammer strike and dihedral butt. This is comparable with Palaeolithic flint work from 
gravel deposits and is probably a redeposited Palaeolithic flake (pers. comm. Louise Austin). 
 
Later prehistoric activity is represented by a small collection of pottery and flint recovered 
from seven features scattered across the site which do not form any pattern or focus. The flint 
work is of late Neolithic or Bronze Age date. However, the pottery recovered is generally too 
small and undistinguished to allow a closer date than prehistoric. The exception to this are 
four sherds from the base of a mid - late Bronze Age vessel (pers.comm. Nigel Brown). It is 
clear that not all of these features date to the prehistoric period and that at least some of the 
material is residual in later disturbances almost certainly relating to the construction of the 
barracks. Feature 94 contained a chip of granite, and Feature 362 a fragment of brick. How-
ever the four mid - late Bronze Age sherds from Feature 73 are substantial enough to be con-
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sidered unlikely to have survived long if exposed or disturbed outside of their original deposi-
tional environment. Perhaps the most surprising aspect of the site was that following this lim-
ited detectable early presence there is no recognisable archaeological activity until the post-
Medieval period. No activity relating to the late Iron Age or Roman periods was found despite 
the close proximity of the Berechurch Dyke and extensive field systems at least part of which 
are known to date to the Roman period (Appendix C, SMR 1198 and CAT 1994). A possible 
ditch on the north-west of the site (F9) could not be dated but the long sinuous feature 
F270/292/372 which runs across the centre of the site produced a fragment of brick and is 
interpreted as a post Medieval field boundary ditch. Other linear features observed and shown 
on Frg.3 were clearly modern drains dating to the period of the military barracks. 
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APPENDIX A 
DESCRIPTION OF MAIN FEATURES 

 
F15 Circular feature (0.30 m deep) with an upper main fill of light brown silt and a 

lower till of gravelly sand. ?Late Neolithic-Bronze Age. 
 

F53 Circular feature (0.28 m deep) with a light brown silt fill. Burnt flint from the fill 
could indicate a Bronze Age date 

F73 Late Bronze Age pit with silt fill 

F94  
 

Modern pit. 

F193 Large natural glacial feature with mottled ‘?disturbed surface formed by 
pockets of darker silt, one of which contained a sherd of prehistoric pottery. 
 

F270/292/372 Post-Medieval ditch. 
 

F280 Small circular feature with silt fill. Probably prehistoric 

F362 Modern pit 

 
 
APPENDIX B 
FINDS FROM SELECTED FEATURES 
 
ABBREVIATIONS , 
LN/BA: Late Neolithic/Bronze Age 
H/H: Flake made using hard hammer technique 
 
Feature No.  
 

Find Weight gms Date 
 

15 Flint flake H/H 16 LN/BA 

53 Burnt flint (1) 3  ?Prehistoric 

73 Pottery: 4 sherds (join-
ing), grog & flint tem-
pered Age 
 
?Pottery: 1 sherd - 
(unidentifiable) 
 

55 Mid _ late Bronze 

94 Flint flake H/H pati-
nated  
Flint flake H/H  
Burnt flake (1) 
Granite chip 

55 
 
18 
50?  
-  

Palaeolithic 
 
LN/BA  
Prehistoric  
Modern 

195 Pottery: 1 sherd flint 
tempered 
 

5 Prehistoric 

280 Pottery: 1 sherd flint 
tempered 
 

2 Prehistoric 

362 Flint flake H/H 
Brick frag 

12 
- 

LN/BA 
Modern 

 
All finds to be stored with Colchester & Essex Museum 
(COLEM) Code 33.94 
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94/4a 
Colchester 
30 Walsingham Road (rear of) 
TL 99563 24754 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
No archaeologically significant features. Wall foundation trenches [for 4m south 
extension] were largely obscured by shoring.  Where discernible the trench sections 
were composed mainly of very dark greyish brown sandy loam, the lowest 30-40 cm 
of which became gradually paler with an increased sand content.  Natural sand 
appeared at increasing depth in a northerly direction, ranging from 1m to a maximum 
of 1.7m under the existing rear wall of the house.  This incline seems to be consistent 
with the natural slope of the hill and suggests that the bulk of the overlying dark 
sandy loam is levelling, presumably dumped during the 19th century development of 
this group of streets. 
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94/4b 
Colchester 
Bourne Mill, Bourne Road (sluice repair) 
TM 00559 23843 
Carl Crossan, Donald Shimmin 
 
Watching brief - addendum to 1993 report; external steps and earlier leat recorded 
This is an addendum to the reports dated 4, 93 (93/4b) and 11/93 (93/11b) relating to repair 
work at the west side of the mill. 
 
In April 1994 further excavation was carried out to facilitate reblocking of the west wall below 
the present penstock

11
. (CAT was not advised of this until the contractor’s excavation was at 

an advanced stage). The new excavation revealed a fresh area of the wall face to the north of 
that previously recorded (10/93). 
 
This contained: 
1) Vertical stone jamb forming the northern side of the earlier leat inlet.  By the time of 
recording the shape of the moulding was largely obscured by newly laid brick blocking, but 
appeared to be chamfered. 
2) Two stone steps, 0.75m wide, leading down towards the lower leat inlet.  The east side of 
the steps butted against the main west wall. 
3) A north-south wall of stone, brick and tile, adjoining the west side of the steps. 
4) Well-preserved wall facing incorporating flint, garneting and generally consistent in 
materials with that above ground level. 

 

                                                 
11

  a sluice for controlling or directing the flow of water 
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94/4c 
Colchester 
Brook Street, Brooklands 
TM 005250 
Carl Crossan 
 
Evaluation – recent games-court 

 
COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST LTD 
FIELD PROJECTS 
 

Archaeological Evaluation, ‘Brooklands’, Brook Street, Colchester 
TM005250 
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Background 
This evaluation was commissioned by DJ Higgins and Sons Ltd, Loughton, in connection with 
proposed residential development on 0.95ha of land at Brooklands. 
 
The site occupies a prominent position on high ground overlooking the small valley which lies 
immediately beyond the south-east corner of the Roman and medieval walled town. Although 
there is no previous record of archaeological discovery at the property, its size, location and 
proximity to the walled town and the nearby extra-mural site of a medieval hospital prompted 
this small-scale investigation to determine the archaeological implications of the development 
scheme. 
 
The evaluation 

 
A 1.5m-wide x 24.3m-long east-west trench was excavated by machine across the highest 
point on the site. Formerly a games court, the underlying stratigraphy was generally 
consistent throughout the length of the trench, with earlier levels displaying a slight downward 
inclination from east to west. 
 
The following sequence of deposits was revealed: 
 

L1. 0.1m – 0.2m. Tarmac surface of games court. This modern layer extended for 17m 
from the western edge of the trench. The equivalent level beyond the eastern edge of the 
court was a contemporary made-up deposit of topsoil above lenses of sand (L5, L6).  
 
L2. 0.18m (east) to 0.35m (west). Dark brown loamy sand with a low content of stones, 
rare minute fragments of red brick/ and charcoal. Disturbed / redeposited topsoil. 
 
L3. 0.12m (east) to 0.18m (west). Yellowish brown loamy sand with a low content of small 
stones. Undisturbed subsoil.  
 
L4. Pale yellow fine sand with a generally low content of small stones. Natural sand. 
 
L5. See L1. 

 
The following features were excavated: F1 – fill similar to L3. 1.05m deep. One small frag of 
peg-tile. Post-med. Sealed by L2. F2 – as F1. 1.03m deep. No finds. F3-5. All as F2. No finds, 
1.1m, 1.05m, 1.05m deep.  
 
Conclusions 
The excavated area represents an 0.38% sample of the ground involved in the proposed 
development. If representative, the results point to an absence of early deposits on the site, 
with substantial building activity only occurring in the last century or so. 
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94/5a 
Colchester 
Goojerat Barracks, Goojerat Road 
TL 99033 24064 
Carl Crossan 
Date of fieldwork: April – June 1994 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
 
Site notes 
28/04/1994  First visit.  Small trial pits on the green.  Topsoil deposits with concrete inclusions 
throughout 60 cm deep pits.  Made up.  Main phase groundworks week after next. 
 
13/05/1994  Site part stripped of topsoil to depth of 0.3 m.  Topsoil appears to be dumped in 
part, at least on southern part of site.  South of Goojerat Road trial holes TT1 and TT2 show 
10 cm topsoil above natural sand.  Reduced level terrace here.  Trenching expected middle of 
next week. 
 
19/05/1994  Foundation trenches yet to start, Pit 1 open. 
 
Stratigraphy: 
Very dark greyish brown sandy loam. 1.2 m. 
Dark brown clay loam.  0.4 m. 
Reddish brown coarse sand.  0.4 m to bottom.  Natural 
 
No significant features. 
 
Extended south.   TT1 & TT2. 
 
Here: 
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As 1 above.  0.6 m. 
As 3 above. 
 
31/05/1994  Strip foundations dug out in northern half of site.  Uppermost 0.7 - 1.2 m is dark 
greyish brown sandy loam, clayey in places.  Interruptions limited to mains service trenches.  
No finds.  Natural is generally reddish brown coarse sand. 
 
02/06/1994  North of Goojerat Road trenching is almost complete, part concreted.  
Stratigraphy as above, i.e. 
 
Topsoil, redeposited 0.3 m stripped overall. 
Subsoil, unusually deep, some possibly redeposited 0.7 - 1.25 m. 
Natural sand 
 
Layer 2 seems at its deepest in north-western part of the site. 
 

 
 
Summary 
Groundworks for new buildings to either side of Goojerat Road were inspected on five 
occasions.  No significant features.  Stratigraphy noted. 

 
 
94/5b 
Colchester 
Colchester Garrison, Kirkee & McMunn Barracks 
TL 9887 2312 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Evaluation and excavation – ‘villa-type’ site with hypocaust 
 
This is the evaluation and watching brief excavation of March 1994, now fully published in: 
Shimmin, D 1998 A Late Iron Age and Roman occupation site at Kirkee McMunn Barracks, 
Colchester, Essex. Essex Archaeol & Hist, 29, 260-9. 

 
94/6a 
Colchester 
Hilly Fields (south of piggery) 
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TL 9892 2531 
Carl Crossan 
 
Site inspection - tegulae and Roman pottery found 

 
Land southeast of Hilly Fields 
Treasure hunters have been active in this area for at least a year.  In this instance a large 
irregular pit was dug* into the south-eastern bank of the deep drainage ditch which crosses 
the low-lying land between Hilly Fields piggery and St Mary’s Hospital. 
 
A number of large tegula fragments were present in the pit sections at a depth of 
approximately 1 metre, sealed by a heavy accumulation of very dark greyish brown topsoil.  
Also, scattered about the nearby ground surface were several black Roman body sherds. 
 
*  The treasure hunters were three men in their twenties, all drunk.  They claimed to have 
found glass vessels and coins in the vicinity but could/would not produce any.  Advised them 
they risk prosecution if the land is part of scheduled area and even if not they should not be 
digging without owner’s consent.  (Neither known at time of visit).  Names are Ian, Steve and 
one other. 
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Fig 1;  
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94/7a 
Colchester  
Brooklands, Brook Street 
TM 00574 25031 
Carl Crossan, Sarah Carter 
 
Finds examination - flints from Brooklands, Brook Street.  
19/07/94 – Mr Bone (12 Alexandra Road) produced four flints found on the site while treasure 
hunting (x649-x652). Exact find spots unknown but three seem to be from SE and other from 
centre of site, which is now occupied by new house foundations. Floors have yet to be laid. 
On inspecting central area, two small fragments of Roman brick were noted lying in heavily 
disturbed loose sand; otherwise nothing to be seen.  
 
02/08/94 – Mr Bone called at Lexden Road with two flints and metal objects also found in the 
south-east area. Booked in to finds nos. 655 and 656. Said to have been found in association 
with Roman pottery and coins. On previous visit (19/07) to site several heavily disturbed 
features seen - largely removed by groundworks, leaving only heavily mutilated (and very dry) 
patches which were impossible to make any sense of.  
 
Figures below shows flints. 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

from top: 649, 651, 656, 658 from top 650, 652, 657 
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X series finds list 
Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 1994.48   94/7a   
649 21/07/1994 Mesolithic Flint US 
650 21/07/1994 Meso/Neolithic Flint   US 
651 21/07/1994 Meso/Neolithic Flint  US 
652 21/07/1994 Meso/Neolithic Flint  US 
655 02/08/1994 Fe object (bridle ring or similar), Fe/Cu 

alloy boss type object, metal object 
US, said to be from S. E. 
area, close to X649 find 
spot 

656 02/08/1994 Flint US (same as X655) 
657 02/08/1994 Flint blade US (same as X655)  
658 02/08/1994 Flint blade US (same as X655)  
659 02/08/1994 Keyed box tile (find spot not known)  on 

loan 
662 September 

1994 
Fragments of cu alloy decorative sheet 
object.  Soldered and yellow metal plated.  

u/s.   

 
 
 
94/7b 
Colchester 
Gosbecks Farm, Gosbecks Road (evaluation Stage 2) 
TL 97404 22949 
Howard Brooks, Stephen Benfield 
Date of fieldwork:, July-August 1994 
 
Evaluation: 600m of trenches: mostly post-medieval field ditches. Also 
prehistoric pit and ditch, a large Romano-British field ditch 
 
COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 
FIELD PROJECTS 
 
GOSBECKS FARM, COLCHESTER 
STAGE 2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 
JULY/AUGUST 1994 
 

 
1 Summary 
An archaeological evaluation at Gosbecks Farm has shown that, in general, the surviving 
archaeological features match the cropmark features seen on the air photographic coverage 
of the site. More than 600m of trenches were cut along the proposed road lines, sampling 
approximately 2.5% of the development area. Excavated features included a prehistoric pit 
containing Neolithic Grooved Ware pottery, a prehistoric ditch, a large Romano-British field 
ditch, and a series of post-medieval field ditches (the majority of the excavated features). The 
stage 2 results confirm the impression given by stage 1 evaluation, that the eastern part of the 
application area contains field systems of various dates, whereas the most important 
archaeological deposits lie to the west, closer to Shrub End Road, where the cropmarks 
indicate denser activity. 
 
2 Introduction 
This is a report on the 2

nd
 stage archaeological evaluation at Gosbecks Farm, Colchester, 

Essex, carried out in July and August 1994 for Galliford Homes by Colchester Archaeological 

Trust Field Projects. The 1
st
 stage evaluation (Feb 1994) has already been reported on 

(CAT  1994). 
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3 Archaeological and Planning Background 
One of the country's most important archaeological sites lies south and west of Gosbecks 
Farm, on the south-western outskirts of modern Colchester. The focus of the site is a 
Romano-British (RB) theatre and temple, surrounded by a native Iron Age and RB settlement 
with surrounding ditches, trackways and features. Much of the site is Scheduled Ancient 
Monument (SAM EX 57).  
 
A proposal for the creation of an archaeological park at Gosbecks included residential 
development on the northern edge of the site (in the angle between Maldon Road and 
Gosbecks Road). This proposed development was generally within the area of archaeological 
importance (as defined, for instance, by the presence of cropmarks), and specifically included 
part of the Scheduled area. 
 
After negotiations between English Heritage, Colchester Archaeological Trust, the landowners 
and the developers, the evaluation reported here was commissioned by Galliford Homes, and 
was carried out to a brief provided on behalf of Colchester Borough Council by the Director of 
Colchester Archaeological Trust. The aim of the evaluation was to assess the condition, 
extent, date and importance of the archaeological deposits, so that an informed decision 
could be made on their future.   
 
4 Archaeological Techniques 
This section discusses the various techniques which contributed towards the evaluation. 
 
4.1  Aerial Photographs 
There has been some dicussion of the cropmark evidence on air photographic (AP) coverage 
at Gosbecks in the 1

st
 stage report (CAT 1994). 

 
On the west side of Olivers Lane, the second stage evaluation trenches (following the same 
revised road line) were expected to intercept the same cropmarks as the first stage evaluation 
– specifically F3/F33, as excavated [previously] in Stage 1 trenches 3 and 1. The features 
excavated in stage two are discussed in section 6 below – for more details of the cropmarks 
see the stage one report (CAT 1994). 
 
East of the lane, there were three principal elements to the cropmarks. First, and most 
important, was the Roman road running south-east from the Roman town and colony towards 
the Gosbecks road. Second, a pair of almost parallel field ditches meet at right-angles another 
(presumably contemporary) cropmark ditch which also cuts the Roman road. Third, a 
cropmark ditch running slightly south of the south edge of Gosbecks Road, but diverting south 
of the present field edge as it heads towards Gosbecks Farm.  
 
4.2 Fieldwalking 
The adjustment of the proposed new road line necessitated an extra area of fieldwalking, in 
addition to that undertaken in stage 1. 
 
As before, the technique was to walk 10m north-south transects, examining a 2m side 
corridor (thus providing a 20% sample area). 
 
In general, post-medieval finds were recorded but not collected. Roman and earlier finds were 
recorded, and collected for further examination. 
 
Although there are no especially heavy concentrations of material, a few comments are 
appropriate: Roman pottery is almost exclusively concentrated over the extreme west side of 
the survey area; prehistoric flints are grouped slightly farther to the east; and, in general, the 
density of the surface material (prehistoric and Romano-British) diminishes the farther one 
moves away from the west side of survey area. 
 
 
The results of the fieldwalking match the conclusions of both stage 1 and 2 excavations, that 
the densest area of occupation is over the west side of the area, where the cropmarks 
indicate a high level of activity. 
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4.3 Metal Detecting 
A metal detecting survey was carried out over the trench bottoms and sides, over the spoil 
heaps, and over the fieldwalking area. 
 
Mainly recent or undated material was located, but there were a few finds of intrinsic interest. 
A worn copper-alloy coin, probably early Roman, and a lead cloth seal (with 15

th
 century 

parallels) came from the spoil next to trenches 23 and 20 respectively (a lead seal was also 
recovered from the first stage fieldwalking), close to Olivers Lane (south of trench 7). 
 
4.4 Geophysical Survey 
A resistivity survey was undertaken by Peter Cott over a 40×40m area, at the point where the 
Roman road is crossed by the proposed road line. 
 
Although the results are not unequivocal, it is possible to see the road line, in its expected 
position. Detail is less clear – the ditch on the south side of the road is visible, but on the north 
side there is only a general area of low resistance. 
 
5 Sampling Strategy 
An assessment of the AP evidence (above) indicated that evaluation trenches along the 
proposed road line would provide a reasonable assessment of the archaeological remains 
likely to be disturbed by the road in particular, and the development in general. 
 
Archaeological trenches cut in stage one totalled 800m in length, comprised 370m along the 
originally proposed road line (trench numbers:1-7), and a further 430m sampling potential 
features seen on AP as well as apparent blank areas (trenches 8-16). Thus stage one 
provided a sample of 1.4% of the 9.5 hectare area (west of Olivers Lane only). 
 
Stage two involved trenching along the revised road line west of Olivers Lane (trenches 17-
19, 260m), and (for the first time) trenching along the road line east of Olivers Lane (trenches 
20-25, 360m) The development area east of Olivers Lane (i.e. the road corridor only) totalled 
approximately 0.55 hectares. The stage two trenches totalled approximately 520m

2
 west of 

Olivers Lane (thus increasing the sample of this area to 1864m
2
, or 1.96% of total) and 720m

2
 

east of it (or 7.63% of this area). The combined figure for sample area of both stages of the 
evaluation is 2586m

2
 or 2.58%. 

 
6 Excavation 
Trenches were machine-cut under archaeological supervision using a Hymac-type machine 
with a flat-edged bucket. Layers removed by machine were L1 plough soil and L2 “cover 
loam”, after which archaeological features were visible cutting natural gravel/sand (L3). 
 
Machined trench depth varied between 20 and 60cm, including approximately 5cm of loose 
plough soil and stubble scraped off the area. 
 
After machining, all cleaning and excavation were done by hand. Archaeological features 
excavated were as follows (running from west to east along stage 2 trenches): 
 
6.1 Area West of Olivers Lane 
 

Trench 19 
L4 A patch of ?natural clay with charcoal (or natural?) flecks. Approximately 3-5cm thick. 

Contained a fragment of undated fired clay, without which this patch would probably 
be regarded at natural. 

F105 A large ditch crossing the trench at slight north-west south-east angle. Rounded and 
U-shaped profile. 1.2m deep below ground level, and 0.65m below excavation level. 
Heavily iron-panned at bottom. Filled with sandy silt with small stones. Some charcoal 
flecking. This ditch produced the largest group of finds from the site. The lower fill 
contained “Sheepen Period” finds (i.e. late Iron Age to early Roman), whereas the 
middle and upper fills produced Sheepen and possibly later finds. The top fill also 
produced Roman roof tile (tegula), and slag. 
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F107 This small feature cut a natural glacial deposit F104. Despite having no finds or 
charcoal flecking in its fill, it had the appearance of being archaeological. Natural, or 
archaeological? 

F103 A small, irregular pit/scoop. Only just survived (3-4cm below excavation level). No 
finds, but some charcoal flecking in fill, increasing in intensity towards base of feature. 

F102 – A gully of either natural or archaeological origin. No finds, but occasional charcoal 
fleck on base of feature. Its shape – broader and deeper on north, shallower and 
narrower on the south – looks more natural. 

 
 

Trench 18 
F101 Linear feature or pit. This is probably a blob visible at this point on the APs. Upper fills 

were disturbed (by animal burrowing?) and the feature was not easy to see in places – 
the west side was overcut as a consequence (part of the fill was numbered F106, but 
this number later scrapped). Two Grooved Ware sherds (and many crumbs) from fill. 

F100 Although not a deep feature (surviving 45cm below ground level and 8cm below 
excavated level) this appears to be the cropmark ditch passing west of the new 
Olivers Lane roundabout. No finds, but some charcoal flecks in fill. 

 
 
Trench 17 
No features. 
 
6.2 Area East of Olivers Lane 
 

Trench 20 
F118 A prehistoric ditch. Before excavation, its edges were not quite so well defined as, for 

example F105 or F108. Though three prehistoric, flint-gritted sherds came from the 
charcoal fill, the side of the feature were not easy to determine. Is this a hole filled in 
during prehistory, rather than deliberately cut feature? 

 

Trench 21 
F108 A post-medieval field ditch (this is the north ditch of the cropmark trackway). The same 

ditch also crossed trench 23 as F109. A good, regular and convincing feature. Crumbs 
or (post-medieval?) brick from fill. 

 

Trench 22 
F110 A post-medieval field ditch (this is the south side of the cropmark track way. This same 

ditch crosses trenches 23 as F111 and 24 F112). Not quite regular as F108, but 
otherwise fine. No finds. 

 

Trench 23 
F111 A post-medieval ditch (this is the south side of the cropmark trackway). This same 

ditch crosses trenches 22 as F110 and 24 as F112. No finds. 
F109 A post-medieval field ditch (this is the north side of the cropmark trackway. This same 

ditch crosses trench 21 as F108). Stratified find of post-medieval pottery from fill dates 
this ditch (F108/109) and, by association, the other side of the trackway (f100-F112). 

F114 A broad, recent field boundary (a cropmark ditch). Unexcavated in trench 23, the 
same ditch has two post-medieval phases where excavated in trenches 24 and 25. 

 

Trench 24 
F112 A post-medieval field ditch. This is the continuation of F110 (trench 22) and F111 

(trench 23). Very shallow, only survives 70cm below ground level and 15cm below 
excavated level. 

F115/117 Two phases of field ditch. The latest cut (F115) has a convincing post-medieval 
finds group. F115 cuts the fill of an earlier, flat-bottomed feature (F117), whose fill 
was exceptionally hard and compact. Judging by the way the relative position of 
F115 and F117 is mirrored in trench 25 by F116/F113, F117 is interpreted as an 
earlier boundary feature of some sort, of which F115 is a later recut. The shape of 
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F117 is intriguing, and looks too flat to say, but it is probably a boundary of some 
sort. There was a sherd of RB pottery from the fill, which logically must be 
residual, as it is difficult to see how a Roman ditch, backfilled and long-gone, 
could have been so closely recut as appears to be the case here. 
 

Trench 25 
F113/116 Two phases of field ditch. In plan and section, almost identical to the F115/F117 

sequence in trench 24. In this case, the later recut F116 contained post-medieval 
finds happier in the early 19

th
 century than anywhere else, and the earlier cut had 

no finds, but its fill was just as hard as F117. The same comments on dating apply 
here as in F115/117 – the earlier cut (F113) is probably post-medieval rather than 
anything else, and the later cut (F116) is probably 19

th
 century. 

 

 
7 Discussion of the Site History 
From the Stage 2 fieldwalking and excavated evidence, the following sequence can be 
outlined. 
 
Neolithic to Bronze/Iron Age 
A scatter of prehistoric flints collected during fieldwalking suggests some sort of activity, not 
necessarily continuous or heavy, possibly during the Neolithic, certainly during the Bronze 
Age, and possibly later. 
 
Two prehistoric features were detected in the evaluation trenches (features 101 and 118). 
Although F118 contained flint-gritted pottery which can only be dated to the prehistoric period, 
feature 101 contained a good group of Neolithic Grooved ware. Despite the interesting 
pottery, a total of two features in 600m of trenching does not indicate intensive prehistoric 
occupation.  
 
Later Iron-Age/Roman 
Later, in the later Iron Age or early Roman period, a large field ditch (f105) was cut. The fill of 
F105, containing large quantities of broken pottery, indicates domestic activity in the near 
vicinity, and a substantial lump of slag (furnace bottom?) probably indicates metal working. To 
judge by the pottery dates, the most intensive period of activity was late Iron Age/early 
Roman. Two later sherds may indicate activity in the 2nd Century or possibly later. 
 
It is probably debatable whether the RB finds from the fieldwalking survey represent manure 
scatters during later RB arable farming in the area, or whether the material arrived there by 
other means. 
 
Post-medieval 
There is no evidence from stage 2 of any further activity on site until the post-medieval period, 
when there is a scatter of material on the fields (brought out with the manure from local 
farms), and when the cropmark ditches found east of Olivers Land were cut (i.e. the trackway 
F108-112, and the roadside ditch F113-117). A clue as to the date of the ditches may be 
provided by the fact there was no post-medieval peg tile fragments in the ditch fills. On the 
assumption that most peg tile was spread onto fields after farms had replaced their roofs in 
slate, and absence of peg tiles may indicate a date closer to 17

th
/18

th
 rather than 18

th
/19

th
 

century. The roadside ditch was recut in the 19
th
 century (F113,F117), since when that 

boundary has migrated father north.  
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9 ABBREVIATIONS 
AP Air photograph 
CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust 
CuA Copper alloy 
EX Essex 
FE Iron 
LIA  Late Iron Age 
PB Lead 
RB Romano-British 
SAM Scheduled Ancient Monument 
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APPENDIX I - LIST OF EXCAVATED FEATURES & FINDS FROM STAGE 2 EXCAVATION 
Feature 
no 

Trench Feature 
type 

Finds 
nos 

Finds 
type 

Quant Date Comments 

101 18 Pit 
 

206 
 

pot 
 

17 Prehistoric Grooved 
Ware 

105 19 Ditch 205 pot 4 2nd cent+  

   207 tile 1 Roman  Tegula 
   207 Flint 1 Prehistoric Genuine? 
   207 Pottery 24 Sheepen PreFlavian 

Lumps 
   207 Daub 3  Smashed 
   207 Flint 1 Prehistoric  

 
 

   207 Glass 1 Roman  

   208 Slag 3  heavy 
   209 Pottery 77 Sheepen(+?)  

   209 Flint 1 Prehistoric Core 
   210 Pottery 13 Sheepen  

   211 Pottery 33 Sheepen or 
poss later 

 

   212 Bronze   corroded 
   213 Pottery  Sheepen  

   214 Pottery  Sheepen  

   215 
 

Tile 
 

 Roman? Dubious 
(above level 
of 105) 

109  23 Ditch 236 pottery 1 17th+  

115  24 Ditch 242 pottery 20 17th-19th  

    tile 1 post-med  

   243 clay pipe 1 17th+  

   244 buckle 1 post-med+  

    tile 1 post-med  

116 25 ditch 237 pottery 10 18th-20th  
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Feature 
no 

Trench Feature 
type 

Finds 
nos 

Finds 
type 

Quant Date Comments 

   238 bones 6  large quad-
riped 

   240 glass 3 18th+  

   241 pottery 5 19th-20th  

117 24 ditch? 245 pottery 1 Roman residual? 
118 20 ditch/pit 247 pottery 3 prehistoric flint- gritted 
        

L4 19 layer 235 fired clay 1 undated  

u/s   200 brick 1 Roman  

    flints 4 prehistoric  

   203 flint 1  gunflint? 
   202 flint 2 Neolithic? scraper 
    pottery 1 14th-16th handle 
   203 brick 1 ? uncertain 
   234 glass 1 18th+  

    pottery 1 16th-19th  

 
APPENDIX II  -  FINDS FROM STAGE 2 FIELDWALKING 

Find No Find type Quantity Date Comments 
216 Brick 1 probably Roman  

217 Brick 1 probably Roman  

218 pot/tile 1 possibly modern  

219 Worked flint 1 Later prehistoric Broken blade 
220 Tile 1 Roman combed 
 Tile 1 Roman  

221 Tile 1 Roman combed 
 Brick 1 Roman  

222 Worked flint 1 Later prehistoric Waste flake 
 Burnt flint 1 prehistoric?  

 Tile 1 Roman Imbrex 
 Tile 1 Roman Tegula 
223 Brick 1 Roman  

224 Worked flint 1 Later prehistoric Broken blade 
225 Tile 1 Roman? Thick 
226 Brick 1 Roman  

227 Potsherd 1 18th cent+  

228 Brick 1 probably Roman  

229 Tile 1 Roman  

230 Tile 1 Roman tegula 
231 Brick 1 Roman  

 Potsherd 1 19th/20th cent Ironstone 
232 Brick 1 probably Roman  

233 Worked flint 1 Later prehistoric waste flake 
 Potsherd 1 19th/20th cent Ironstone 
 
APPENDIX III - LIST OF DISCARDED FINDS 

Feature  Finds No Quantity Weight Detail Comments 
116 237 14 525g Peg tile frags  

  1   175g Land drain frag  

  7   1100g Post-med brick frags  

 239 9 425g  19th cent bottle frags (Whole bag) 
  5   10g Fe frags, unidentified  

 240    3 1150g Post-med brick frags  

  1   10g Peg tile frag  

 241    6 1350g Post-med brick frags  

  1   20g Peg tile frag  

  1   25g Slate frag  

  2  1500g Sundry agricultural ironwork  

115   242 3 150g Post-med tile frags  

  1   200g Post-med brick frags  

 243    1 625g Post-med brick frags  
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  1   10g Post-med tile frag  

 244    3 525g Post-med brick frags  

  2  
 

40g Post-med tile frags  

 
 
APPENDIX IV - NOTE ON PREHISTORIC POTTERY (Nigel Brown). 
 
206  Grooved Ware 
62  Probably grooved ware 
235  Not prehistoric 
245  Not prehistoric 
247  Flint gritted prehistoric body sherds. 
 
Note on the Grooved ware 
Fabric is vesicular, with sparse sand and grog inclusions. The sherds are similar in size to a 
recently published group from Witham (Brown 1993), and clearly in contrast to large deliber-
ately placed sherds from Culver Street in Colchester (Brown, Wymer and Gardiner 1992) 
 
 
APPENDIX V -  LIST OF STAGE TWO METAL DETECTOR FINDS 
 [all from spoil heaps on trench sides) 
 

No  Type Location 
1 1 irregular FE bar Trench 20, north side, north end 
 1 PB? strip (modem)  

 1 clay pipe frag  

 1 fabric 48d sherd (19-20 cent)  

2  2 FE fragments T22, N side, near F110 
 1 fabric 40? sherd (post-medieval)  

 1 post-med glass fragment  

3  1 FE nail T21, N side, near F108 
 1 unidentified CuA trade token or coin.  

4  1 FE washer (modern) T25 N side, near F116 
 1 CuA ring (modem)  

 1 heavy CuA? door fitting? (modem)  

 2 fabric 48d sherds  

 1 post-med glass fragment  

5  1 CuA coin, probably 18th-19th century halfpenny T21 N side, S end 
6  
 

1 PB cloth seal. Parallels from Colchester, circa 1450-1600 
(Crummy 1988, 34). 

T20, N side, N end, near 1 
 

7  1 PB_strip T20, N side, near S end 
8  2 large PB lumps T22 S side, near F110 
9  
 

1 CuA coin, probably 1st century Roman. T23 W side, near F111 
 

10  
 

1 FE weight, doughnut shaped 
(modern agricultural?) ' 

T17, S side east of centre 
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94/7c 
Colchester 
St Helena School, Sheepen Road 
TL 9891 2577 
Carl Crossan 
  
Watching brief Negative 
 
Single engineer’s trial pit dug to east of temple, within temenos. 
 
Machine-dug pit, 0.8m square, partly backfilled at time of visit.  No discernible 
features.  Stratigraphy (as far as observable) is: 
 

200mm.  Asphalt above brick hardcore.  Modern playground surface. 
600mm.  Mixed - mainly dark greyish brown sandy clay loam, mottled, occasional 
charcoal fleck in sample examined from spoil heap.  This material continues beyond the 
bottom of the part-filled trench. 

 
There is little to conclude from this very limited observation.  Absence of topsoil is no 
doubt due to surface stripping prior to the laying of the playground.  Layer 2, although 
disturbed and contaminated by the current digging, appears to be an early slightly 
clayey subsoil. 
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94/8b 
Colchester 
62 Priory Street, Colchester Foyer (now Priory Lodge) 
TM 00227 25182, 
Carl Crossan, Sarah Carter 
 
Evaluation: infilled cellar extending 10m from frontage 
 
Summary 
A small-scale archaeological evaluation by two trenches at the site of the proposed 
Colchester Foyer, a project involving the construction of two linked residential blocks 
occupying approximately one third of the ground area of a 1500m

2
 plot between Priory Street 

and the Town Wall. The site is currently occupied by a disused workshop and car park. 
 
Trench 1, on a raised verge adjoining the south side of 62 Priory Street, was abandoned at 
an early stage as it soon became apparent that the entire length of the 1.4m wide verge was 
riddled with live services. 
 
Trench 2, 20m north of Trench 1, in a yard between nos. 59 and 62 Priory Street. Conditions 
for inspection and interpretation were less than ideal due to both the limited width of the 
trench (600mm), and soil discolouration from leakage of drains at the western end. The most 
prominent feature was a north-south brick-lined passageway (F1) situated 5m from the street 
frontage. Although constructed largely of 17

th
 century brick the lowest courses of brickwork 

appeared to be of 18
th
/19

th
 century date. The passage seems to have been open until recent 

decades since its rubble infill contained occasional discarded vehicle components. At it 
southern end the passage curved east, cutting back the wall of a cellar, the partially exposed 
brickwork of which appeared to be wholly of 17

th
 century date. 

 
There was little continuity in the stratigraphy either side of the passageway. At the street 
frontage, immediately N of the cellar, the modern concrete yard sealed a 200-300mm spread 
of yellowish brown sandy loam with no datable inclusions (L5). Beneath this was up to 
500mm of predominantly clean yellow sand (L6), the upper horizon of which merged in places 
with L5. This appeared to be dumped material and was found to rest on natural sand (L7) at a 
depth of 700-900mm from street level.  
 
Toward the rear of the yard soil definition was partly obscured by the discolouration noted 
above. Beneath the concrete surface was a westward inclined feature with two main layers of 
fill, both with a very high content of small stones (L2 and L3). Again, no datable inclusions 
were discernible. In section, the feature bottomed out at a depth of 1.05m and is thought 
unlikely to be associated with the town ditch. 
 
From the available evidence L1, L5, L8 and F1 are of post-medieval to modern origin, while 
L2, L3 and L6 are of uncertain date. Natural sand is represented by L4 and L7. 
 
Conclusions 
In terms of area,  the trenching examined approximately 1% of proposed building works. No 
evidence of any surviving medieval structures was encountered. In addition to the cellar 
exposed by excavation, pavement-level grilles were noted in the wall of no. 62 and from 
subsequent enquiries it is understood that the full frontage of this property contains a filled-
in basement which extends to back from the street for approximately 10m. Since the 
cellar and basement can be expected to have removed any earlier features in their affected 
Priory Street frontage will prove to be of minimal archaeological value.  
 

 
 
 
 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 

 207 

 

 
North face of T2 
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94/9b 
Colchester  
22 Lexden Road (former Signals Corps) - now number 24 Lexden Road! 
TL 98586 24914 
Carl Crossan, Sarah Carter 
 
Watching brief - garden conversion – post-medieval soils over Roman strata 
30/08/94 – Stripping of concrete slabs. Area directly behind no 22 (to be converted to garden) 
contains dark brown sandy loam topsoil with no early inclusions but oyster. 
 
31/08/94 – At east of site still topsoil being exposed. Exploratory hole dug, shows top soil 
seals heavy deposit of olive brown Roman material with fairly common pot sherds (colour 
coated, etc.), also some box tile and tegula fragments. Details noted by James, levels taken.  
 
01/09/94 – Concrete stripping in western half of site. Natural sand raised here. Met Jonathan 
Frank. Similar building work to that of opposite side of West Lodge Road. Construction 
expected to start in Jan 95. Smaller 360° machine due on site next week – scope for 
exploratory machining in area of new building. When ground / foundation plot settled there is 
a prospect of advanced excavation of areas to be disturbed. Possibly James will be involved 
in this.  
 
09/09/94 – Concrete yet to be stripped from west part of the site. Retaining wall removed from 
south part of the raised garden area in north-west corner of site. 0.8m section exposed – all 
dumped topsoil.  
 

 
 
X series finds 
22 LEXDEN ROAD WB 1994.48   94/9B 
655 Pot brought in by James Fawn.  From concrete removal, area south of No. 

22.  “Includes material from bottom of trench”. 
661 Cu alloy 

fragments 
Machine removal of heavy modern foundations in garden area.  Found 
by J. Fawn 

665 Pot brought in by James Fawn.  From concrete removal, area South of 
no.22.  “Includes material from bottom of trench”. 

666 Pot Brought in by James  Fawn. as X665 but even less stratified 
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94/10a (see also 95/2b) 
Colchester  
55 Crouch Street (interior and west side)  
TL 99206 25004 
Carl Crossan, Steve Benfield 
 
Watching brief – possible Roman deposits.  Finds unstratified. 

 
 
A 3.5m long, 1.85m deep trench in hardstanding E of the building was inspected.  Due to late 
notification from the contractor it was not possible to view the trench in daylight; the 
following sketch observations were made rapidly under artificial light and should be treated 
accordingly. 
 

In the E face of the trench, modern material sealed thick layer of dark soil (L1 in sketch 
section) which extended to an overall depth of 1.2m.  beneath this was a heavy deposit of 
sand with silty lenses, which continued beyond the bottom of the trench (L2). The sand 
contained two obvious intrusions, both pit-like and filled with dark soil of similar appearance to 
L1. It is quite possible that the two were cut from points high in L1 but this was not discernible 
due to the similarity between that layer and the feature fills. A fragment of peg-tile apparently 
at a low point in L1 at the southern end of the trench was of little dating value since its 
presence at that level might be attributable to the underlying poorly stratified intrusion.  L1 is 
assumed to be wholly or largely post-Roman; L2 may be Roman dump but lacks stratified 
dating evidence. 
 

In a room at the northern end of the building a small part of the floor and most of the panelling 
covering the eastern side had been removed to reveal an unusual interior elevation in which 
the lowest course of brickwork rested on soil approximately 1 m above the floor. The material 
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supporting the brickwork was (from memory, see below) a mid brown sandy silt loam, possibly 
early dump, which appeared to be cut by the terracing of this part of the building into rising 
ground. The elevation was left for more careful inspection and recording on the following 
working day, but when revisited was found to have been covered over by the contractor. 
 
Two groups of unstratified finds were collected by the workmen: X663 from the trenching; and 
X664 from the room to the north. 

 
Fig. 1 
 
Very dark greyish brown sandy loam 
Sand, with lighter, siltier lenses. 
Similar to 1) (but light very poor) 

 
X series finds list 
55 CROUCH STREET WB (INTERIOR AND WEST SIDE)  94/10a  October 1994 
663 Pot Finds kept by workmen.  Trench at east side of building 
664 Pot Finds kept by workmen.  Room in north end of building 
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94/10c 
Colchester 
Lexden Park, Lexden Road (phase 1: Endsleigh Annex) 
TL 97194 25154 (if this is the correct building) 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief – negative 
Retrospective note. 
Endsleigh Annex: Piling and trenching (Vaughan and Blythe).  
Watching brief carried out by Stephen Benfield. 
Results negative. 
 

 
 
94/10e 
Colchester 
Spurgeon Street (former coal depot) 
TM 0129 2490 approx  
Stephen Benfield 
 
Evaluation – post-medieval strata (follow-up to project 93/8b) 
 
Charringtons Depot, Spurgeon Street, Colchester 

 
Trench No. 4, 13/10/1994 
Trench 4 was located at the north end of a surviving hedge line toward the centre of the 
former depot area (see plan).  It was excavated for a 20.5m length, to a depth of 
approximately 2.2m (to about 2.5m at its East end) and was just under 2.0m in width. 
 
The section revealed a medium brown topsoil course of about 0.5 - 0.7m in depth overlying 
clean looking sandy silt with few or no visible stone inclusions.  It was difficult to tell if the one 
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or two small brick/tile fragments in this material were inclusions or bucket smears.  This layer 
extended all the way down at the W end (W of the ?modern pit) but to the E for most of the 
length of the section was over and in places mixed with a thin lens of more gravelly material 
at about 1.8m depth. The gravelly mix appeared to be about 0.2m in average depth but was 
not a very homogeneous layer.  At the far E end of the trench this was at the same level as a 
small lens of darker material, a length of about 0.5m of which was exposed.  It appeared to 
contain fragments of oyster shell and small rare brick/tile fragments in a dark matrix.  This 
layer as exposed was about 0.10 - 0.15m deep.  The gravels and dark lens overlay material 
similar to the clean main sandy silt layer but which contained some stone/gravel.  At the far E 
end of the trench the excavation was slightly deeper - to about 2.5m - and revealed wet grey 
(gleyed) material at about 2.4 - 2.5m depth (see sketch section). 
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94/11a 
Colchester 
Railway Embankment, Brooklands, Brook Street 
TM 00523 24985 
November 1994 

 
Site inspection: cut into modern bank reveals unstrat Roman finds 
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94/12a 
Colchester 
Colchester Eastern Approaches Road: Stage 1 
TM 01506 24634, TL853243 
Howard Brooks  
 
Watching brief – ?medieval or later septaria wall, Victorian and later wharf structures 
 

 
Colchester Archaeological Trust Field Projects 
 

Watching Brief 
Colchester Eastern Approaches Road: Stage 1 
 

  
 
Introduction 
This report covers the principal observations made in the course of a long-term watching brief on the 
construction of Stage One of Colchester’s Eastern Approaches Road. Construction on the road began in 
1994 and was completed in early 1996. At the planning stage, the consortium responsible for the scheme 
commissioned an archaeological evaluation which included exploratory trenches at eight selected locations 
along the proposed route. As a result, one site, 79 Hythe Hill, was identified for rescue excavations (to be 
published

12
) and the remainder of the route was subject to the watching brief described in this report. 

 
Principal Observations 
The new road runs south from the Greenstead Roundabout, bridging the Colchester to Clacton railway line, 
then turning west across low-lying industrial land and crossing the Colne at the northern end of King Edward 
Quay. From the new Colne bridge the route follows Hythe Quay north for 350m before joining Hythe Hill from 

                                                 
12

  Howard Brooks “Excavations at 79 Hythe Hill, Colchester”, Essex Archaeology & History 31 (2000), 112-124.  
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the south via an east-west link to the former Eastern Tractors depot. The total length of the route is 
approximately 1.5km, of which the eastern part, from the Greenstead Roundabout to the Colne, consists 
mainly of elevated carriageway.  
 
Observations on the roadworks adjoining and relevant to the archaeology at 79 Hythe Hill are described in 
the separate report

13
. Elsewhere, two main areas stood out for their value in judging priories for future 

archaeological investigation. Both were situated close to the modern river frontage and are described in 
detail below. 
 
Area 1: Opposite 26 Hythe Quay 
Groundwork for a new roundabout included the general reduction of surface levels by 0.7m at the Hythe 
street frontage. At the time of inspection the reduced surface was almost entirely obscured by a spread of 
imported sand. However, at a point 11m back from the street frontage, in the northern side of the cutting a 
small cluster of septaria was noted within a feature largely removed by a combination of the reduction work 
and the adjacent installation of a cylindrical drain pit. Although unbonded, most of the stones contained 
residual traces of mortar and thus appeared to be re-used. The immediate area also contained a light scatter 
of disturbed septaria lumps and rare small fragments of peg tile.  
 
Absolute interpretation of this feature is impossible due to the scant nature of the evidence. However, it 
appeared to be structural and if linear may be part of a wall foundation aligned north-south.  Foundations 
incorporating re-used Roman septaria are common from the late 11th century onward, although the presence 
of peg-tile, if directly associated (i.e. displaced from the foundation), would suggest a 14th century or later 
date for any quayside building at this location.  

 
Fig 2: Watching brief area 2a location detail 

                                                 
13

  See footnote 1 
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Fig 3: Watching brief area 2a section and plan  
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Fig 4: Watching brief area 2a revetment and anchoring 
 
 
Area 2: Colne Bridge Area 
 
West Bank (Area 2a) 
A 2x4m trench, 3m deep, was dug for exploratory purposes prior to installation of a petrol interceptor tank 
close to the west abutment of the new bridge. Additionally, a long narrow trench was opened immediately 
behind the wharf edge but only partly observed. 
 
Three stages of wharf construction are discernible in this area. First, the wooden post and plank wharf was 
seen in the long trench (tops of some of the posts only) but mainly in the large trench, where the reverse side 
of the timber revetment was visible. The planking was apparently fixed to the rear of the posts and the whole 
structure pinned into wharf by steel roads, 1 inch in diameter, which were surrounded by a concrete collar 
and fixed to some point beyond the south-west end of the observed trench. The rods actually seen consisted 
of one tied at right angles to the wharf, with a second meeting it obliquely. This would only make sense from 
a structural point of view if the rods were grouped in threes, as suggested in figure 4. The rod fixed at right 
angles had two separate pieces, the end of each being formed into a hook to clasp the other section in a dry 
joint. 
 
The later wharf front, where the concrete beam had been laid along the stop of the old wooden posts, was 
also visible in the trench. In this case it was represented by an upper steal tie rod anchored to concrete 
beneath the beam. 
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Fig 5: Watching brief Area 2b cutting, schematic 
 
Ground stratigraphy at this location therefore appears to be of very late date, backfilled against the wharf 
front at least in Victorian times if not more recently. It consisted of modern tarmac, and brick rubble, sealing a 
gravelly brown topsoil with brick fragments. Beneath this was a layer of very wet and slippery brown clay, 
again with occasional brick fragments. At the lowest level of the trench lay brown clay with a pocket of gravel 
– possibly natural, but probably redeposited  
 
East Bank (Area 2b) 
On the east bank of the Colne observation included a trench, approximately 9×5×2.5m deep, on the land 
side of the wooden revetment, with a pit extending approximately 3m into rivers silts on the river side of the 
revetment line. This results are best shown graphically, as in figures 5 and 6. 
 
Observed stratigraphy on the land side was 1.5m of loose natural infill with a mixture of gravel and loamy 
clay and brick fragments, overlying a natural subsoil of mid brown slightly gravelly clay. The  clay was 
observed to a depth of 1m but extended below the trench bottom. The surface material, containing brick 
fragments, is certainly post-Medieval in date, and possibly of 19th or 20th century origin.  
 
An examination of the south side revealed, apart from a slight capping of modern debris, a thin layer of 
recent rivers silts overlying the natural clay. The implication of this is that the river (having broken through the 
dilapidated timber revetment) is actively eroding the natural subsoil here, and depositing a thin capping of 
silts on top.  
 
On the river side, close inspection of the 3m deep pit was not possible for safety reasons, but the exposed 
section appeared to display an accumulation of river silts for its full depth. 
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Fig 6: Area 2b stratigraphy 
 

 
 



 

 
A miscellany of Colchester and 
Essex sites:  1984-2000 
 

 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

In memory of  
Carl Crossan (1947-2016) 
 

 

Volume 2b:  
Colchester projects beyond the walls - 1995-2000 
 
Principal authors and editors: Carl Crossan, Howard Brooks 
 

Records originally assembled by: Carl Crossan 
 
Principal typers-up of Carl’s records: Sharon Lister, Sarah Carter, Callum Platts. 
 
Original site work: Carl Crossan and Donald Shimmin, with significant contributions 
by Geoffrey Carter, Joseph Partridge, Simon Garrod, Stephen Benfield and Howard 
Brooks 
 
 

 
Colchester Archaeological Trust, Roman Circus House, 
Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex, CO2 7GZ 
 

tel.:   07436 273 304 

email:   archaeologists@catuk.org                                            CAT Report 1000 

                       October  2017 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 220 

 
95/1a 
Colchester  
Land adjacent to 22 Lexden Road (this plot now 24 Lexden Road). 
TL 9855 2490 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Evaluation: no Roman burials in this cemetery area. Recent ground reduction and 
dumping of soil. 

 
Introduction 
The proposed residential development on the corner of Lexden Road and West Lodge Road involves 
a potential threat to any underlying features of archaeological significance. In recognition of this, a 
field evaluation together with this report was commissioned by the developers, Lexden Restorations 
Ltd. The site (TL 9855 2490) is situated within the so-called 'west cemetery', which was the richest 
and most important of the Roman cemetery areas in Colchester (Fig 1 Area B). The main approach 
road into Roman Colchester, which would have been lined with funerary monuments, passed 
immediately south of the site. The plot, along with much of the locality, was 'carpet-dug' for finds by 
19th century antiquarians, but they left virtually no record of their activities (CAR 9, 258-60). The 
significance of the area was underlined in 1993 during redevelopment in the grounds of 24 Lexden 
Road on the opposite side of West Lodge road, when an intact urned cremation burial, the 
foundations of one or more Roman buildings, and traces of a Roman road were uncovered.  
 
A series of trial trenches were dug by machine on 11th January 1995, in particular to assess the 
effects of the previous clearance of the southern part of the site down to or below the present 
pavement level, and also to determine whether the raised bank, over 1.5m high, along the northern 
perimeter was entirely artificial or not.  
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Evaluation Trenches 
The three trenches (T1, 6 and 7) in the raised area to the north all encountered extensive deposits of 
topsoil over 1m thick. In T1, this was subdivided by a thin layer of orange sand, and the upper layer 
may represent a relatively recent raising of the ground surface. A similar division was observed in T6, 
although without the intervening sand layer. The upper layer sealed a small pit containing fragments 
of post-medieval or modern brick, and this again suggests recent dumping of soil. In T7 the topsoil 
was over 1.5m thick, although there was no clear-cut subdivision and there were indications that the 
trench has sectioned one or more large pits. 

 
The lower layers of topsoil or dark earth sealed thin weathered deposits of natural cover loam, up to 
0.25m thick, which in turn sealed natural sand and gravels. No Roman layers were encountered, but 
the presence of cover loam suggests that although the Roman level has presumably been eroded 
away in antiquity, the extent of this erosion was not too severe. Roman features such as burials 
might thus be expected to survive in this 'reserved' northern area. The interface between the topsoil 
and the cover loam is at approximately 33.65m OD, and, as only a short stretch of the raised bank is 
being retained in the north-east corner of the site, further monitoring might be usefully undertaken 
during the levelling of the rest of the bank. 
 
Some post-Roman pits were observed in section in T1, 6 and 7, and a small quantity of unstratified 
pottery spanning much of the Roman period was recovered from T1 and T7. 
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Trenches in the southern part of the site (T 2-5) were characterised by an absence of both topsoil 
and cover loam, and they consisted mostly of shallow deposits of modern rubble up to 0.5m thick, 
which sealed natural sand. In T3, the rubble extended to a depth of 0.82m, and several modern pits 
were also encountered in other trenches. Some unstratified Roman sherds were recovered from T4. 
Consideration of the present ground level over the southern area (approximately 33.25-33.35m OD), 
together with the apparent extent of modern disturbance, makes it unlikely that Roman remains have 
survived. It should be noted however that Roman deposits and finds were uncovered recently in the 
area to the south of 22 Lexden Road. 

 
Conclusions 
While the likelihood that significant archaeological deposits have been preserved intact over the 
southern part of the site are slight, the chances of surviving under the raised northern area are 
better, despite the evidence that the latter was heightened artificially relatively recently. However the 
evaluation trenches did not positively confirm that Roman features have survived the ravages of time 
and 19

th
 century antiquarians. 

 
X series finds 
671-3 US Roman pot 
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95/1b 
Colchester 
5 Lexden Road 
TL 98908 25007 
Philip Crummy 
 

Watching brief - Roman deposits, trefoil tracery from Crouched Friars? 
 

 
3rd January 1995 
Visited the site to inspect the open trenches (red on plan). About 20m dug, all to a depth of around 1m. 
Mainly dark earth, but appear to be thin Roman deposits (layers of sandy clay and a layer of gravel 
(localized)) at the base of the trenches. These are probably associated with the rears of buildings which 
fronted on to the main road out of the Balkerne Gate. No evidence of foundations or walls although timber 
would probably not be detectable. The driver dug out part of a Roman pit where it was cut by the trenches. It 
was about 0.4m deeper than the base of the trenches. The pit contained lots of oyster shell and some broken 
pottery according to the digger driver.  I didn’t see the pot but did notice the odd sherd lying around (one 2nd 
to 3rd century). 
 
There are various bits of what are presumably reused stone incorporated in base of the brick garden wall 
next to the trenches. The owner showed me three loose pieces which are lying about in his garden. Two look 
like sections of window or door embrasures. The third is a piece of trefoil tracery. Could be from the chapel of 
Crouched Friars since that was not far away? 
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95/2a 
Colchester 
4 Cambridge Road 
TL 98637 24659 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
 
Building work involved ground disturbance in three areas of the site: 
 
Trenches within the existing building. Two trenches, one in the main hallway and one in the front room to the 
south, were inspected in poor light.  From a level equivalent to that of the external ground the trenches ex-
posed a substantial layer of dark brown stony sandy loam which extended beyond the bottom of the excava-
tion.  At least 750mm in depth, this is possibly a deposit of make-up, but equally may be natural, given the 
gloomy light. In the hallway it was sealed by 19th century rubble but its date is otherwise uncertain. 
Extension at the east corner of the main building. Wall foundation trenches for the greater part of the exten-
sion revealed 0.5m dumped material above a dark soil which appeared to be an earlier topsoil. Beneath the 
latter was a stony sand, probably natural, which lay at an overall depth of 0.75m.  At the southern part of the 
extension trenching exposed 0.9m topsoil, partly or wholly dumped, above the stony sand noted elsewhere. 
New building at the eastern corner of the garden.  Foundation trenches, 1.1m deep, revealed a similar strati-
graphy to that in the extension area, with natural sand encountered at a depth of 1m. 
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95/2b (see also 94/10a) 
Colchester  
55 Crouch Street (garden) 
TL 99188 24997 
Carl Crossan  
 
Watching brief - possible Roman deposits 

 
 
This note relates to the second phase of works at 55 Crouch Street: a rear extension attached to the 
northwest corner of the main building.  The first phase of mainly internal works was recorded and reported on 
separately in October, 1994 (see 94/10a). 
 
The inspection was prompted by the appearance of skips at the rear of the property.  The site for the building 
extension is an enclosed yard leveled previously by terracing which has removed up to 1.95 metres of the 
rising ground on the northern side of the yard.  By the time of the observation foundation trenches for the 
extension (see attached sketch) had been dug and concreted almost to the existing ground surface, leaving 
only a shallow stratigraphy in which the base material of the yard lay directly on clean natural sand.  No 
further observation was possible in the area covered by the extension.  
 
At the northern boundary of the yard a brick retaining wall had been removed, exposing the 1.95m high 
vertical section (“A” on sketch plan) created by earlier terracing.  The entire depth of the section consisted of 
made-up ground in which a 0.4m deep deposit of late topsoil and sand sealed 0.7m  dark grayish brown 
sandy loam with rare oyster inclusions (L2).  The lowest part of the section was occupied by a mix of L2 and 
yellow sand which extended beyond the bottom of the cutting (L3).  L2 and L3 both appeared to be dumped 
material with L2 incorporating a higher ratio of earlier topsoil  Although neither contained clearly datable 
inclusions the substantial nature of both deposits and their proximity to the level of the natural sand evident 
in the adjacent foundation trenches suggests and early, perhaps Roman origin. 
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95/2c 
Colchester 
Kingswode Hoe School, Sussex Road (conservatory) 
TL 98332 25205 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
 
Bad timing.  Trenches already concreted and dwarf wall built.  Conservatory is 17m x 3m and stands on 
terrace overlooking playing field at south east corner of school building (see plan). 
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95/2d 
Colchester 
Lexden Lodge Farm - Moat Farm Cottages 
TL 975 258 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - burnt clay, indeterminate intrusions 

 
This is a summary of observations made in the course of the installation works for a new water main at 
Lexden Lodge Farm. 
 
The project took place in February, 1995, and involved cutting a narrow trench along a 900 metre route 
between Moat Farm Cottages and Spring Lane.  The area affected by the trenching is of considerable 
archaeological sensitivity, containing early Roman tile-making kilns, a stretch of the Lexden Dyke and 
cropmark evidence of early field systems (Essex Sites and Monuments Record nos. 11988, 11915 and 
11771).  
Although regular trench inspections were originally envisaged, the frequency of visits was reduced after early 
attempts at recording trench stratigraphy proved fruitless due to the exceptionally wet conditions. On the 
more elevated land at the eastern end of the route (A-B on plan), ground water quickly flooded the trenches, 
forcing them to be rapidly backfilled, leaving at best a 0.5m deep section consisting largely of ploughsoil. 
Generally, only a 200 mm depth of underlying subsoil was discernible in this part of the route.  Intrusions and 
unusual inclusions were recorded for archive purposes but observations conditions were too limited to permit 
any valid interpretation. 
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At the Spring Lane end of the route a 38m length of trenching was closely watched at the point where the 
contractor’s excavations intersected the course of the Lexden Dyke (C-D on plan).  Flooding again almost 
immediately obscured much of the freshly dug trench at this low-lying part of the route,  resulting in exposed 
sections limited to depths of between 300 mm and 750 mm respectively at the W and E ends of the open 
trench.  Beneath 300 mm of topsoil, the discernible stratigraphy consisted principally of reddish-brown stony 
sand, interrupted for a stretch of 13.8m by a grayish brown sandy clay.  Although on the course of the dyke, 
the interruption was centred 12 metres east of the projected mid-line of the dyke ditch, suggesting it to be the 
result of soil erosion rather than ditch fill.  Further west, no observation was possible since only topsoil was 
visible above the level of ground water in the trench.  
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95/3b 
Colchester 
25 The Avenue 
TL 98389 24744 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 

 
22/03/1995 First visit. 
2 trenches open for inspection.  Foundation trenches 0.65m wide x 1.3m deep. 
 
0.3m.  Garden topsoil, occasional dumped deposit.  Very dark grayish brown sandy loam. 
0.6m.  Dark brown sandy loam, merging to 3).  Heavy accumulation of earlier soil. 
Natural.  Reddish brown coarse sand and gravel. 
 
This is not a formally arranged watching brief.  Advised of extension at rear when visiting site in Cambridge 
Road. 
 
No discernible features, stratigraphy noted. 
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95/3c 
Colchester 
Hamilton Road School 
Carl Crossan 
TL 9876 2427 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
 
14/03/1995 
No significant features. Foundation trenches for all of the extension to the south-east wing were already 
concreted by the time the site was inspected.  Where discernible, the uppermost stratigraphy was composed 
of 0.6m dark grayish brown soil, at least partly make-up, above a reddish brown gravelly sand. The latter 
appeared to be undisturbed natural. 
 
  

95/5a 

Colchester 
Military Road (former Co-Op Dairy) 
TL 9925 2508 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - unstratified lumps of Kentish ragstone, otherwise negative 

 
Military Road first visit - not started. Housing development. 
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24/05/1995 second visit. Foundations at ‘A’ dug and concreted.  This frontage area has in the past been 
terraced level with Military Road.  Generally terracing has exposed natural sand, very dry and much 
trafficked over. No obvious feature, but among general surface scatter of concrete and brick are at least 6 
variously-sized lumps of Kentish Ragstone. At ‘B’ ground along street frontage at Golden Noble Hill reduced 
by 1m.  Nothing obvious - topsoil merging to subsoil.  Natural clean sand at 1m. 
 
03/07/1995 - trenches at southeast corner of site.  Nothing, modern 20 cm above c. 40cm gravel above 
natural sand. 
 
Summary: Negative, apart from occasional unstratified Kentish Ragstone in Military Road part of the site. 
 

 
 
 

95/5b 
Colchester 
Spurgeon Street (former Charringtons coal depot) 
TM 0127 2481 
Carl Crossan 
 

Watching brief - negative 
Residential development. The high ground in the south-western part of the site was reduced by up to c. 2.5 
metres. The resultant sections along the south and west boundaries contained up to 1 metre of relatively late 
redeposited topsoil above natural gravelly sand. Elsewhere modern foundations and extensive areas of 
surface concrete had been removed. No archaeologically significant features were discernible, although the 
underlying soils were heavily obscured as a result of site traffic. 
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95/8b 
Colchester 
Vineyard Street Car Park 
TL 9970 2501 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief – post-medieval deposits 
 

 
COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 
 
Watching Brief 
Lift and Stairs 
Vineyard Street, Colchester  
NGR: TL 9970 2501 
 
Background 

Between early August and mid-September 1995, a watching brief was held on construction works for an 
external lift and new public stairway linking Lion Walk to the lower ground level beyond the town wall in 
Vineyard Street car park. 
 
Summary of Results 

Foundation works involved excavation of two large trenches immediately in front of the town wall in the area 
between the former site of Bastion 8 (removed when the wall was breached in the 1970s) and the western 
end of the car park. 

 
Trench 1 
Trench 1, for the stairway, was excavated and concreted in small stages over the course of ten days. 
Conditions for observation varied and it was not always possible to time visits at the ideal moment for 
inspection.  Located 0.9m from the face of the wall, the greater part of the contractor’s excavation was 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 234 

occupied by the modern backfill of a substantial east-west cutting for a deep-laid service pipe which reached 
beyond the 2.55m depth of the trench. To either side of the pipe trench the undisturbed stratigraphy 
consisted mainly of dark grey brown sandy lam with occasional small fragments and flecks of mortar. No 
datable finds were recovered, or were any tip lines or soil horizons discernible within the dark soil. This 
material extended to an overall depth of 2m, where it sealed clean sand. Two structural features were 
partially revealed, both relatively modern. At the western end of the trench the south section contained a 
short stretch of red brickwork representing a circa 19th century cellar and at the eastern end a brick 
foundation of similar date was exposed in the uppermost 0.85m visible above concrete shuttering. 
 
Three extensions were later cut from the northern side of the main trench to the base of the town wall.  
These were first observed when concreted to within 0.3m below the car park surface with only the uppermost 
modern deposits in evidence.  Protective plastic sheeting is understood to have been inserted at the points 
where the concreted trench extensions butt against the base of the monument, although none could be seen 
from the surface. 
 
Trench 2 
The lift pit, Trench 2, was inspected when excavated to a depth of 1.5m.  the trench bottom and three of the 
four sides were variously obscured or disturbed by oil spills, sheet piling and concrete foundation: the last of 
these associated with the mid-1970s construction of the service tunnel for Lion Walk Precinct.  In the 
remaining west side, the trench stratigraphy below a heavy modern concrete slab was again composed of a 
dark grayish brown sandy loam, here 0.75m thick, with no datable finds or inclusions in evidence. The lowest 
0.15m of this material differed slightly in that it was less homogeneous, with occasional thin horizontal lenses 
of relatively clean sand and is probably redeposited, although of unknown date. These deposits sealed 
clean, apparently natural, sand which here was represented in section at an overall depth of 1.15m from the 
surface.  At a point 4.8m south of the town wall the sand was interrupted by stratigraphically late vertical cut 
which formed the southern side of a substantial east-west feature extending beyond the bottom and northern 
side of the contractor’s trench. 
 
Conclusions 

The area affected by these works contains high levels of modern disturbance cutting thick layers of dark 
loamy material which extend to the underlying natural sand.  Although fairly uniform in overall appearance 
these dark soils probably represent a number of deposits spanning a lengthy period of time.  Any further 
interpretation would require systematic manual excavation over an enlarged area to recover the dating 
evidence and stratigraphic detail necessary to establish their time-span and significance in relation to the 
monument. 
 

 
Photograph 1: Vineyard Street steps, trench 1 
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Photograph 2: Vineyard Street steps,  trench 1 
 

 
Photograph 3: Vineyard Street steps, trench 1 
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Photograph 4: Vineyard Street steps, trench 1 
 
 

95/9b 
Colchester 
Land N of Roman Way Camp 
TL 995 229 
Carl Crossan 
 
Evaluation: undated but probably early ditch 
 

 
COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST 
 
An Archaeological Evaluation on land to the North of Roman Way Camp, Colchester 
 
NGR: TL 995 229  
 
Background 
The evaluation was prompted by a proposal to construct a large area of paving for heavy vehicles on land 
formerly occupied by a coalyard at the junction of Berechurch Road and Roman Way. The site lies 
approximately 350m to the west of the Berechurch Dyke, within an area of late Iron Age and Roman Activity. 
 
With the aid of a machine kindly provided by Mowlem Facilities Management Ltd, two trenches were 
excavated in the area to be affected by the proposed paving.  
 
The Evaluation 
Trench 1 – 1.9m wide, located in the northern compound of the coalyard, 6.25m between point  A and B on 
plan. The stratigraphic sequence along the length of the trench was as follows: 

Layer 1 – modern hardcore spread of brick and concrete rubble. Depth typically 0.25m. 
Layer 2 – Subsoil, generally a light to mid grey brown find sandy silt loam with varying but low stone 
content and rare minute shell inclusions. Thickness typically 0.3m. 
Layer 3 – Natural, mainly orange-brown sand with low to medium stone content and mottles of pale 
greyish brown silt loam. This generally lay at an overall depth 0.5-0.6m. 
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The four features are briefly described below. Their locations are given as distances from point A at the south 
western end of the trench: 

Feature 1 – A small pit or naturally formed depression in the natural subsoil (layer 3). The feature 
bottomed at an overall depth of 0.8m and contained a greyish brown sandy silt loam fill similar to layer 
2. Location: centred 22.2m north-east of zero point A. 
Feature 2 -  An oval shallow-sided small pit or depression in the natural subsoil, with a fill identical to 
that of feature 1. Overall depth: 0.85m. Location: 30.3m.  
Feature 3 – A 2m wide interruption, possibly a ditch or natural feature orientated N.W.-S.E., this large 
silty loam filled feature extended beyond both sides of the trench. Overall depth: 0.9m. Location: 
42.8m. 
Feature 4 – A ditch containing pale greyish brown fill which appeared to merge with the lower horizon of 
layer 2. A short stretch of the trench was widened to 4m at this point to confirm the N.N.E.-S.S.W. 
orientation and continuity of the ditch. Overall depth: 1.15m. Location: 56.3m to 62.5m. 

 
Trench 2 – In the smaller SW compound. Length of 26.5m between points X and Y. Here, approximately 
0.12m of topsoil covered a similar layer of silty subsoil as that in T1 (L2). This material in turn sealed natural 
brown/pale greyish brown mottled sand generally finer in texture than the equivalent L3 in T1. No noteworthy 
features.  
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Conclusions 
The area examined represents a sample of approximately 2% of the total site. Of the four features noted in 
T1, only one, ditch F4, was convincingly man-made and appeared to be relatively early. Of the others, F3 
possibly represents early activity and F1 and F2 may be naturally formed.  
 
 
 
 

95/10b (see also 96/4c) 
Colchester 
166 Lexden Road 
TL 96767 25116 
Carl Crossan 
 
Site visit - tile in loose, possibly Roman 

 
 
04/10/1995  First visit.  Profile boards in place but only one trench dug.  Site deserted. 
 
Trench 1 dug to 0.9m at north and south ends, 0.15m in central stretch.  Natural sand and gravel at 0.35m, 
beneath garden topsoil.  A few interruptions (small pit at south end, seems stratigraphically late). 
 
Piece of Roman? Tile on spoil heap, kept for washing. 
 
Pat Brown, who lives next door, thinks there may be no further trenching for some time.  Apparently the five 
year old planning consent was about to run out. 
 
19/10/1995  Trench 2.  0.9m west of steps.  Abutting front (north) retaining wall.  Nothing - topsoil above 
natural sand.  Digging stopped at natural, which here is at 0.5m.  Again, nobody on site and trench covered 
with boards. 
 
Summary: negative.  The fragment on spoil heap (X698 possibly Roman?) retained, but cannot find it in store 
September 1998.  Not worth searching for.  See also 96/4c 
 
[HB – this is a vacant plot now, so presumably never built on?] 
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95/11b 
Colchester 
Butt Road, Le Cateau Barracks (car park) 
TL 9929 2460 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
 

SITE NOTES 

15/11/1995 Pipe trench around perimeter of new parking area. West (T2) and north (T1) sides dug. Trench is 
0.3m wide, 0.4m deep. Already concreted to 0.2-0.3 below surface. Nothing. Stratigraphy north trench (T1) 
20cm.  Tarmac over brick hardcore. 
10+cm.  Dark greyish brown topsoil. 
 
T2: west trench is tarmac over sand, gravel and stone hardcore all the way 
 
T3: same dimensions as T1, T2.  Again nothing.  Redeposited soil top to bottom (0.4m) 
 
27/11/1995 east and south fence erected. 
 
SUMMARY 

No significant features. An area of former hardstanding adjoining the north side of Le Cateau Road was 
converted for use as a public car park.  Ground works involved the excavation of 0.4m deep trenches for 
drains around the perimeter of the car park. 
 
Trenches 1 and 2 (see plan) contained between 0.2m and 0.4+m modern tarmac and hardcore above 
topsoil.  Trench 3, leading to the main sewer in Butt Road, contained late redeposited soil from top to bottom. 
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95/11c (also see 93/2c) 
Colchester 
North Station car Park  
TL 988 266 
Carl Crossan 
Evaluation – no sign of kiln debris, undated gravel surface  
 

 
COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST LTD 
Field Projects 
 
Archaeological Evaluation: Stage 2 
Colchester North Station Car Park Extension 
 
NGR: TL 988 266 
 
Background 
The site for the proposed car park extension lies on the north side of the Colne Valley, approximately 400m 
from the river and 1200m from the Roman and medieval walled town. Observations and excavations over 
the past century and a half point to the presence of a Roman extra-mutual suburb in the North Station Road 
area with 1st to 2nd century cemeteries beyond in the region of the railway cuttings and station. Sites in the 
general vicinity of the land affected by the proposal include Roman occupation and burials at TL992 263, a 
cemetery at TL996 264, amphora cremations at TL994 265 and tile kilns at TL983 264. 
 
Archaeological evaluation of the site has been carried out in two stages. The first stage focused on the 
central and western areas and was the subject of a report prepared in March 1993 (93/2c). The second 
stage now deals with the remaining eastern area and matters outstanding from 1993 work. 
 
Two trenches were excavated by machine followed by selective manual cleaning and excavation.  
 
Trench 1:  Length 6m; Width 1/9m; Depth 0.8m. 
The purpose of T1 was to explore a small area adjacent to where the 1993 trenching recovered a piece of 
possible post-Roman kiln furniture (1993 T2).  
 
The 1995 E-W trench cut across the line of the 1993 trench, whose backfilled outline was discernible in 
section. In common with the surrounding surface area the topsoil throughout T1 contained a light scattering 
of mainly 19

th
 and 20

th
 century debris including small fragments of abraded red brick with isolated pieces of 

mottled brown glazed tie and a stoneware flask. At the depth of approximately 0.25m the topsoil merged into 
a yellowish brown clay subsoil which was devoid of inclusions and interruptions. 
 
Trench 2: Length 85m; Width 1.9m; depth 0.5m to 0.8m. 
This trench was located in the recreation ground, across land rising between the 19.5m and 24.5m contours. 
The grassed ground surface in this area is irregular, with many small bumps an occasional shallow ridges. 
On excavation, the topsoil was found to be a mid to dark brown clay loam which was largely free from 
inclusions. In the western and central stretches of the trench the topsoil extended to depths of between 
0.15m and 0.25m where it sealed a pale to mid brown clay loam subsoil which merged with the underlying 
pale yellowish brown clay at an overall depth of approximately 0.45m. Within the clay, organic material was 
exceptionally well preserved with many roots in evidence: this contrasts with the shallower soils where few 
plant remains were discernible. On the higher ground at the eastern end of the trench the stratigraphy was 
broadly similar to elsewhere, with the exception of a 30m stretch indicated on the location plan, here the 
topsoil sealed a redeposited silty clay loam beneath which were intermittent spreads of gravel occupying 
shallow depressions in the natural clay. One gravel-filled linear cut was noted extended 0.1m into the clay. 
This was located 25m from the eastern end and crossed the trench on an approximately south-west to north-
east axis. The full width of the feature could not be determined since the eastern side was removed by later 
erosion. The gravel 
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Trench 1 location 
 
deposits contained no datable finds and the only inclusions in the overlying redeposited material were rare 
minute fragments of red brick.  
 
Conclusions 
In the areas covered by this year's evaluation, Trench 1 produced no further evidence to indicate the 
presence of a kiln in the immediate vicinity of the earlier find. In Trench 2, the gravel spread and associated 
features might possibly be of some archaeological relevance, but this cannot be determined due to their poor 
state of preservation and an absence of dating evidence. 
 
The combined 1993 and 1995 evaluations represent an approximately 3% sample area of the area affected 
by the proposed car park extension. If representative, the results suggest that the site is of low 
archaeological value, with little prospect that it contains substantive evidence for prior to the post-medieval 
period. 

 
Trench 2 location 
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96/2b 
Colchester 
Norman Way/Park Road 
TL 9794 2482 
Donald Shimmin 
 

Watching brief - Ditch, medieval or later, on line of Hull’s east Roman rhomboid outline 

 

 

 
 
 

West side of 
Norman 
Way, 
immediately 
S of footpath 
(continuation 
of Park 
Road) 

E-W ditch, 1.4-1.5m wide visible after topsoil strip for car-park. 0.55m (E) - 0.6m (W) below 
modern ground level. Not possible to section the ditch, but peg-tile fragments in the backfill 
(greyish-brown sandy clay loam). Brown/yellow sandy clay loam (natural). Ditch visible 
farther W as a slight depression in the playing field surface for a minimum of 60m parallel 
to the footpath (see plan). Ditch medieval or later, and thus not associated with the ?early 
Roman ditch noted by Hull (Roman Colchester, 1958, 271-3, and CAR 11, 62-3).  
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96/2c 
Colchester 
Turner Rise 
TL 99632 26457 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - worked and burnt flint, four clusters of Roman tile fragments 
 

 
A Watching Brief at the Turner Rise Development Area  
Phase 1, Colchester, 1996. 
 
Colchester Archaeological Trust Field Projects 
 
TL 99632 26457 
 
Summary 
Archaeological materials (mainly Roman tile fragments) were recovered in four distinct groups from the areas 
affected by the Phase 1 development works. The present locations of some of the tile concentrations may 
have been effected by relatively recent activity, but not all can be explained in this way and generally they 
probably reflect activity in the Roman period, the precise nature of which remains obscure. A small quantity 
of worked and burnt flint indicates use of the area in prehistory, probably in the middle Bronze age, and some 
later Medieval material may also be present.  
 
Introduction 
The watching brief is concerned with the initial ground works relating to Phase 1 of the development and was 
carried out from February to April 1996. Phase 1 covers the creation of access roads onto the site involving 
stripping topsoil, and the installation of some deeper services along their line. The new road lines area 
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mainly located north of the development sites. Opportunity was also taken to inspect any other areas 
available to investigation by surface collection, mainly on the northern part of the development.  
 
Archaeology 
Finds were in four concentrations (see plan, A-D). By far the commonest was Roman tile, fragments of which 
were found in concentrations which essentially defined each of the find areas. In general, the tile fragments 
were relatively small with varying proportions showing signs of abrasion. None of the concentrations appear 
particularly dense in relation to the size of the individual areas (between 0.25 and 0.5 hectares) and most, if 
not all, could have derived from site topsoil. Their significance, in the absence of any recognised 
archaeological features, is difficult to comprehend. Given the site’s clay deposits and its use for the 
production of bricks until relatively recently one source could be a Roman tile kiln (one was reported in 1845 
from the general area, though unsubstantiated: Hull 1963, 2). However, there are no obvious waste pieces 
which might indicate a local kiln. In areas C and D they were found with concentrations of later pottery and 
other materials, and the present location of some of them probably relates to recent activities on the site.  
 

Possibly the most significant concentration was in Area B - 9 fragments from 0.25 hectares. This collection 
contained a piece of tegula (Roman roof tile) whose size and condition suggest it could have been disturbed 
from a feature. However, no subsoil context could be identified from which it might have derived. The only 
clearly identifiable piece of Roman pottery also came from the same general area, a sherd from 2nd century 
AD bead rim bowl, however this was small and badly worn, and of itself is of limited significance.  
 
A burnt flint and worked flint flakes were also recovered from three of the finds areas. This is a very small 
group of material upon which to base any interpretation, however the nature of the working (the flakes being 
relatively crude) together with burnt flint would suggest some activity here in the middle Bronze age. 
 

It is also possible that a small quantity of later medieval material is present in Area A, but the two small 
abraded greyware sherds make a positive identification very difficult.  
 

Finally, it is worth noting the occasional presence of septaria nodules in the clay subsoil. These were noticed 
as small concentrations to the NW of Area D and around Area A.  At first they were considered as possible 
structural features, but on investigation it was apparent that they were entirely natural in occurrence.  

 
 

 

 

Reference 
Hull, MR, 1963, The Roman Potters Kilns of Colchester, Society of Antiquaries.  
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96/4a 
Colchester 
2 Long Drive, Wavell Avenue 
TL 98507 23887 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Site inspection - negative 
Mr Humrich showed me a small quantity of peg-tile and recent tile, also some modern 
mortar which had been found when removing a pipe/post from about the centre of his 
lawn. This was a very small hole about 5 cm diameter by about 10-15 cm deep. 
 
I thanked him for showing me the material but sadly had to inform him it was of no real 
interest to us 1. 
 
 
96/4b 
Colchester 
2 Wells Road 
TM 00437 25673 
Benfield, Stephen 
 
Site inspection/watching brief - Samian and Roman tile frags in front garden 
 

25 April 1996 
The owner Mrs Thomas showed me a rectangular depression about 30 cm deep and about 3m by 2m at the 
bottom of her garden.  This would appear to extend north into the garden of 2a Wells Road where it has 
been ‘landscaped’ into a vertical drop with a small retaining wall.   
 
She reported a ‘wall’ made of brick and uncovered the area in the flower bed.  This proved to be gravel at 
about 10 - 15 cm deep (within the area of the depression) below the top/garden soil. Two or three 
fragmentary lumps of red brick (not that used in any visible building on the estate) sat together in dark topsoil 
(not mortared). They are ?part of or sitting on the gravelly surface. 
 
She intends to ‘landscape’ her garden here and so I suggested that if a larger area were exposed we would 
look again as it is difficult to say much from such a small area/hole. 
 
At one point she mentioned that the gravelly layer extended beyond he depression which is possibly the 
result if it was formed by the original contractors construction level with topsoil later put back over the garden 
areas? 

 
13 June 1996 
Second visit to 2 Wells Road. Mrs Thomas showed me a collection of material almost all of which was of 
relatively modern/modern in date. 
 
From digging in flower beds in the front garden she had found 1 piece of samian (small rim fragment of Drag 
33 cup and 1 fragment of Roman tile). 
 
The modern material had mostly derived from the top of the west ridge of the depression at the front of her 
garden where she is making a flower bed (see sketch below). 

 

                                                 
1
  this wins the prize for the funniest report of 1996. 
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96/4c (see also 95/10b) 
Colchester  
Adjacent to 166 Lexden Road 
TL 96767 25116 
Carl Crossan, Carl 
 
Watching brief - negative 
 

Adjacent to 166 Lexden Road (see also Watching Brief started 10/95) 
 
11/04/1996 
Called at the house east of 166 Lexden Road which is currently undergoing major 
structural repairs.  According to Ordnance Survey plot, an Iron Age burial was found in the 
rear garden (c. 1930s?).  Curiously, this is not registered on the SMR for some reason. 
 
At the rear the garden has been surface stripped of weeds, exposing garden topsoil.  The 
west wall of the house is being rebuilt.  This appears to have involved some digging for 
underpinning, but builder (helpful chap) said that nothing unusual was found.  Also 
informed me that a lady (presumably Pat Brown?) had found some vertebrae in the rear 
garden - check this.  No further digging is planned. 
 
Summary: Negative.  No groundworks open at time of visit. 
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96/4d  
Colchester 
Straight Road, 'Brights', 
TL 9645 2487 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - Triple dyke central ditch 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Colchester Archaeological Trust Field Projects  
 

A Watching Brief at the Former ‘Brights’ Public House Site, Straight Road, 
Colchester.  April 1996.  (TL 9645 2487)    SF Benfield.  June 1996. 
 
Summary 
During construction work for new housing the central ditch of the Roman Triple Dyke was located and its 
general alignment demonstrated in relation to Straight Road. 

 
Introduction 
In April 1996 ‘Brights’ Public House in Straight Road was demolished prior to residential development for  
North British Housing Association.  The site lies across the line of the Roman monument known as the Triple 
Dyke (surviving as an earthwork c 100m beyond the S boundary), so a watching brief was carried out to 
locate the position of this dyke. Development consists of 9 new houses in 3 blocks, whose foundation 
trenches provided the only opportunity to observe any exposed archaeological features. Several site visits, 
as footings were open for inspection for only parts of the house blocks at any one time. 

 
Archaeology 
The footings sections, 1.2m deep from existing ground level, showed a generally consistent pattern. The top 
1m (approx) was dark brown sandy loam with fragments of peg-tiles, mortar, service pipes and bricks, 
interpreted as relatively modern accumulation and disturbance.  This lay directly over the natural gravel sub-
soil which was cut in a few places by modern pits and service trenches. For the northern pair of houses this 
pattern was the only one encountered, and no archaeologically significant features were recorded.   
 
For much of the central and southern blocks the same pattern emerged, but on their E sides limited cleaning 
revealed a large linear feature cut into the gravel. This feature is in excess of 2m wide, with its W edge 
forming an alignment at a slight angle to Straight Road. The fill is homogeneous along the length of the 
exposed areas - a relatively clean medium brown (slightly silty) sandy loam, with occasional small to medium 
stone and charcoal flecks. There were no finds. In the middle of the E footing of the central housing block, an 
area of modern disturbance dug out by the contractors showed the fill to be 0.7m deep on to natural gravel. 
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The section could not be examined closely to detect minor changes in the fill, and none were observed. The 
nature and location of this feature is wholly consistent with an identification as the middle of the three Triple 
Dyke ditches. 
 
The western edge of the ditch could only be examined in the width (0.5 metres) of the individual east-west 
footings and so a precise alignment cannot really be considered to have been established. The most 
northerly of the footings for the southern house block also could not be investigated. However the general 
alignment was established over a length of some 40 metres clearly showing a consistent, slight and 
increasing divergence northward away from that of Straight Road. Support for the accuracy of this alignment 
may be found in the coincidence of much of the length of the eastern boundary of the plot with that proposed 
for the east Triple Dyke ditch (extrapolated from Hawkes 1961, CAR 11 Fig 2.33). 
 
Reference 
CAR 11 Christopher Hawkes and Philip Crummy   Camulodunum 2   1995 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 
96/5a  
Colchester 
5 Cambridge Road (adjacent) 
Stephen Benfield,  
TL 9852 2459 
 
Watching brief – Roman pit and tile fragments 
 

 
Colchester Archaeological Trust Field Projects  
A Watching Brief at the Land Adjoining 5 Cambridge Road, Colchester.  May 1996.  
TL 9852 2459      SF Benfield 
 
Summary 
A watching brief covering initial construction work on two new houses, between Nos 5 and 5A Cambridge 
Road, Colchester, revealed a possibly Roman pit on the N side of the site.  No other features. 
 

Introduction 
A watching brief was carried out during development of the site known as The Land Adjoining 5 Cambridge 
Road, primarily as the plot lies within the Roman cremation cemetery (CAR 11 Fig. 6.1). Two new semi-
detached houses to be constructed, and observation was carried out during two visits following partial 
stripping of topsoil and excavation of the foundation trenches (The Heritage Development Company). 

 
Archaeology 
When first visited the ground level had been reduced over most of the site by about 20 cm.  The topsoil itself 
consisted of a medium to dark brown sandy loam containing occasional materials of relatively recent, or 
recent date, most notably pottery and peg tile fragments.  No earlier material was found in this soil and none 
of this general material was collected. 
 
New footings were excavated to about 1.10 metres below the reduced site level and were approximately 0.5 
metres wide, except at the location of internal fireplaces where they were about 1 metre in width. These 
showed the remaining topsoil to be a relatively homogeneous layer 30 cm deep overlying 20 cm of orange 
brown sand of natural origin, disturbed by roots and worms. Below this was clean, banded, undisturbed 
yellow sand (see section).  A few modern features were observed cutting below the topsoil, most notably in 
the footings along the road frontage. 
 
In the centre corner of the N footings a large pit F1 was only partially exposed. The pit had two fills. These 
were cut back by hand over the exposed face to a depth of 4-5 cm. Upper fill was fairly shallow, not really 
being distinguishable from the topsoil, and is interpreted as settlement. This, or possibly the topsoil 
immediately above the pit, produced two medium sized fragments of peg tile. The lower (main) fill, was a 
patchy mix of finer (less stony) dark brown sandy loam and orange brown sand. This mix may have been 
produced by a single backfilling event soon after excavation as there was no obvious sign of a silting phase, 
and the edge of the basal depression, cut in sand, remained quite steep. From this fill came five small 
Roman pot sherds, two smallish possible tesserae, one septaria chip and thirty-one tile fragments. There 
was no later material from this fill. It is therefore possible that the pit is Roman in date. 
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Ref: CAR 11 Hawkes, CFC, and Crummy, P,   Camulodunum 2   1995 
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96/5b 
Colchester 
Colchester Zoo, Maldon Road 
TL 9485 2185 
Stephen Benfield 
Museum Accession: 1996.30 
 

Watching Brief – Early Neolithic flints, Roman tile fragments, lava quern  
 

 

Colchester Archaeological Trust Field Projects 
 

A Watching Brief at Colchester Zoo, Stanway, Colchester: Expansion to the West for 
New Animal Enclosures.  May 1996.  
 

TL 9485 2185 
 

S F Benfield.  June 1996 
 
Summary 

During extension works to provide new animal enclosures west of Colchester Zoo Early 
Neolithic occupation, represented by 36 flints, and a very small quantity of Roman finds 
(three tile fragments and one lava quern fragment) were recorded. No features were 
found. 
 
Introduction 

In May 1996 work began on the expansion of Colchester Zoo to incorporate the whole of 
the former agricultural field between the existing western zoo boundary and 
Heckfordbridge. The area is proposed for a variety of use, including the creation of 
woodland, but the main purpose is space for new elephant and mixed species 
accommodation covering approximately two hectares. This watching brief is concerned 
with the area in which the new paddocks are to be created, which lies immediately beyond 
the existing western zoo boundary. The preparation for the paddocks involved the 
mechanical stripping of ploughsoil from the natural subsoil base, followed by the digging 
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out of areas to create ponds and excavation of substantial barrier ditches to contain the 
animals. The majority of the watching brief involved observation of the mechanically 
stripped area (walking and collecting) and spoil heaps, with more limited examination of 
some lengths of the excavated barrier ditches along the southern and western edges. 
 

No previous archaeological record exists for this area, either as reported finds of material 
or of any cropmarks. 
 
Archaeology 
 
General 
Several visits were made to the site over a period of about two weeks after the work had 
commenced.  It was not practical to follow the machines as they worked, rather areas 
(usually about 0.2-0.5 ha) were examined as soon as possible after stripping. This 
consisted of close walking of the site at an interval of about 5-8m. However most of the 
southern half of the site was already cleared at the time of the first observation. The 
mechanical stripping often left a rather patchy surface of remnant ploughsoil. Though 
some areas were fairly clean, others, notably the north eastern corner, were particularly 
obscured. 
 
Ploughsoil was about 0.3m deep (a medium-dark brown sandy loam) lying directly on the 
natural gravel subsoil, though over approximately the S third of the site it sealed natural 
sand. It contained occasional peg tile, clay pipe, and modern brick fragments (these also 
found in spoil heaps - none collected). The surface of the natural sand and gravel was 
often difficult to observe clearly and in most areas had dried, thus reducing contrast. This 
lessened the possibility of identifying any features, and none were found. However 
potential patches were briefly investigated, including the sites of some of the finds, and the 
sides of already excavated barrier ditches which provided good conditions of contrast and 
potential visibility. All proved negative. It would therefore seem unlikely that any major 
linear features or large pits containing visible finds exist on this area.  Beyond this the 
possibility of undetected features remains. 
 
Finds: 
Early Neolithic 
A total of 36 worked flints were recovered from the site.  The assemblage consists of one 
blade core, five flake cores (or core fragments), four blades and the remainder flakes (two 
with evidence for the removal of blades).  Though these were collected over the whole of 
the site area the majority were located on the sand at the southern end of the site, and 
especially concentrated toward the south eastern corner [see location on plan].  Two were 
collected from spoil originating from the southern area.  All were briefly examined by Peter 
Berridge of Colchester and Essex Museum who identified them as Early Neolithic.  There 
is no evidence of a separate Mesolithic component being present.  Limited cleaning 
around the area of concentration, and inspection of the excavated barrier ditch in the same 
area did not reveal any features. 
 
The presence of Early Neolithic occupation is important, given the limited knowledge and 
understanding of this prehistoric period in the Colchester area. 
 
Roman 
In addition there were a very limited number of finds of the Roman period.  From the 
southern half of the site two medium sized fragments of unmortared Roman brick were 
found together (both 4 cm thick, longest surviving edge 13 cm).  These may derive from 
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the same brick.  About 15 - 20m from these was a fragment of probably Roman lava 
quernstone (2 cm thick).  
 
The significance of this material is difficult to interpret.  The small number of finds, and 
apparent lack of features and pottery (certainly absent in any quantity) could tend to 
suggest that the material arrived accidentally with manure or as rubbish.  The peg tile and 
other material (see above) shows this had happened in more recent times.  However a 
contemporary, or later manure/rubbish scatter incorporating Roman material, might be 
expected to contain at least detectable amounts of pottery.  It could be noted that there 
was also an apparent lack of Roman material around the Roman ?agricultural oven or kiln 
uncovered in a quarry site at Birch following topsoil stripping (Shimmin 1994).  This had an 
unmortared brick flue. 
 
 

 
References 
 
Shimmin D.  1995 A Roman Heating Chamber at the ARC quarry, Birch, Colchester.  
Colchester Archaeological Trust, unpublished archive report. 
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96/7a 
Colchester 
Gosbecks Farm (Cunobelin Way sewer) 
TL 9724 2281 
Simon Garrod 
 
Watching brief – three possible features, undated 
 

Contractors trench approx 1m wide 5m deep. Sides very messy with no chance of cleaning due 
to depth of trench. Three possible features seen in sides. Measurements from post next to small 
tree Gosbecks grid reference 924.9E 1836.1N. All measurements on ?features are approximate. 
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96/7b 
Colchester  
Sussex Road, Kingswode Hoe School 
TL 98329 25248 
Carl Crossan 
 
Extension to sports hall.  No significant features. 

 
Trenches 45-50cm wide, 1m deep at ‘A’, 1.25m deep on higher ground at ‘B’. Lower levels 
smeared, but no obvious features other than gas and drain trenches. 
Slope from A to B composed of made up ground. Stratigraphy at ‘A’ 

1) 30cm topsoil 15cm stony silty sand (cover loam) 
2) Natural course sand and gravel 
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96/8a (see also 94/9b and 95/1a) 
Colchester 
22 Lexden Road (west half) 
TL 9854 2491 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
This site at the east corner of Lexden Road and West Lodge Road was formerly occupied 
by the Observer Corps. Development from 1994 to 1997 involved conversion of no. 22 to 
flats, demolition of the adjoining modern Observer Corps buildings and construction of a 
new block of flats to the west of no. 22. 
 
In September 1994, a watch on the removal of the concrete foundations of the Observer 
Corps bunker resulted in recovery of pottery and tile associated with sparse survival of 
Roman deposits (recorded by James Fawn) in the east garden area directly south of no. 
22 (94/9b). A controlled machine evaluation in January 1995 (report by D. Shimmin  - 
95/1a) indicated extensive loss of Roman levels over the south-western part of the site 
with inconclusive results from the north-western area. 
 
The subsequent watching brief (this one) on construction works for the new flats (August 
1996-February 1997) produced no surprises. Natural sand generally lay at a similar level 
to that of the West Lodge Road/Lexden Road pavements and was either directly sealed by 
late deposits of topsoil or, in the northernmost foundation trench, was below a thin layer of 
cover loam. Several indistinct interruptions were observed within the sand, but no clearly 
early features were discernible. At the terraced southern boundary of the site the face of 
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the elevated ground was cut back to reveal a fresh section in which  the elevated levels 
were composed of 1.4m dark grey brown sandy loam. Beneath this material the lowest 
35cm of the section was composed of a yellowish brown sandy soil which lay at 
approximately the same level as West Lodge Road. This lighter soil contained rare mortar 
flecks and is possibly of early date. 
 
Site notes 

 
13/08/1996 
Clearance started.  Terrace along south edge of site cut away, revealing bank composed 
of: 
 

Modern topsoil and grass.  25cm. 
Redeposited dark grayish brown sandy loam with occasional fleck mortar.  1.4m. 
Subsoil.  Yellowish brown sandy loam/loamy sandy, more mortar fleck.  0.35m. 

 

 
Fig 2 
 
14/08/1996 
Foundations for garage in south-east corner of site dug and concreted.  Not observed. 
 
Foundation trenches 60cm wide, 1.2m deep. 
 
Stratigraphy: smeared 
 
20cm.  Topsoil, probably deposited 19th century, directly above sand, L2 
Clean sand, mainly natural with ?.  A few rather indistinct interruptions, but no clean early 
features. 
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Fig 3 
 
Cover loam at ?m. between L1 and L2.  Base of greyware Roman pot in loose sand; said 
to come from digging at point ‘A’ 
 
10/09/1996 
Visited - nothing 
 
24/02/1997  22 Lexden Road - drains 
 
At ‘A’ Very mixed, mainly dark brown sandy loam to bottom of trench.  Unlike the recent 
modern disturbance, this does not have the sharp tip-lines on modern inclusions.  Possibly 
19th century though. 

 
Fig 4 
Remainder of trenches: generally up to 20cm modern material (very mixed topsoil and 
building site debris) above clean reddish brown sand.  Modern interruptions in places.  
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Photograph 1 
 

 
Photograph 2 
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Photograph 3 
 

 
Photograph 4 
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96/8b 
Colchester 
Norman Way, St Benedict’s School 
TL 97891 24692 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - indeterminate features - Heath Farm dyke? 

 
Summary 

Inconclusive.  Small-scale groundworks for a new hall consisted of area stripping of only 
20cm topsoil and 0.5m wide, 1m deep strip trenches for foundation. 
 
Two intrusions were noted in trenches for the north-western part of the building.  Both were 
of indeterminate profile and could not be positively associated with the Heath Farm Dyke. 
 
Site notes 

02/08/1996 
First visit.  Saw John - assistant to site agent.  Ground pegged out ready for start on 
groundworks next week.  Left card - they will phone when stripping starts. 
 
08/08/1996 
Strip trenches, 1m deep, 0.5m wide. 
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Fig 1 
 
Stratigraphy generally: 
Playing field turf and topsoil.  25cm. 
Subsoil.  Light to mid brown sandy loam, in places more clay loam, with medium content 
small stones.  25cm. 
Natural.  Mainly reddish brown loamy sand, with high content small stones and gravel.  
50cm. 
 
Trench 1 open (see sketch plan). 
No obvious major interruptions in layer 3, but dusty and smeared in places.  Feature at 
point ‘A’ seems localized. 
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Fig 2 

 
Fig 3 
 
Trench 2 
2.5m interruption in L3 (fill is similar to L2) but difficult to see.  Sides seem near vertical. 
 
14/08/1996 
Surface stripping within area of building.  Only 20cm removed - too shallow to reveal 
anything. 
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96/9a 
Colchester 
2a St Clare Road 
TL 97480 25108 
David Robertson, John Mabbutt 
 
Watching brief – Roman pottery and other finds from pit  

 
 
Watching brief - Roman pit. 
On Monday 2nd September 1996 three members of Colchester Archaeological Trust 
visited St Clare Road to observe the cutting of foundations for an extension to a house and 
the construction of an underground garage. 
 
On arrival, it was noted that a foundation trench had been cut along the whole of the east 
side of the site, which had had a concrete footing for a wall laid inside it. The northern half 
of the excavations, which consisted of stripping the topsoil from the floor area of the 
extension had also been completed, and the topsoil had also been removed from the area 
over the sunken garage. 
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Fig 1 
A small burnt area was recorded in plan, though it appeared to be of very recent date, as 
wood in it which had not been carbonized was still surviving. The subsoil also appeared to 
be of recent date, finds including white glazed pottery, white and “feathered” pottery and a 
teapot lid. Sample sections 2 and 3 are drawn to record the depth of topsoil over the site 
(see plan 1 for locations). 
 

 
Fig 2 
 
 
Section 1 was drawn when stripping had reached the natural gravel. 
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Fig 3 
 
The removal of the material for construction of the garage was the only area in which the 
natural gravel was reached. During removal of this material a large Roman tile was seen, 
which had come from a pit cut into the natural. This pit was first seen in section, as it was 
at the end of the strip being machined and was obscured in plan by the spoil dragged back 
by the machine. The section was rapidly made vertical and recorded in a sketch and in a 
photograph. Finds were recovered from both halves of this pit, the second half being taken 
out roughly stratigraphically (see over for plan and section). Finds included a lot of pottery, 
mostly greyware, though some samian (?) was recovered, along with a piece of slag and a 
nail. 
 

 
Fig 4 
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Fig. 5 
 
Friable, dark grayish black, sandy silt 
Friable, light grayish brown, sandy silt 
Friable, dark blackish brown, sandy silt.  <5% charcoal <5% gravel (to 40mm) 
Friable, light brownish grey, silty sand. 
Very compact (possibly cemented with lime/burnt?) light whitish grey silty sand. 10% sand 
(to 40mm) 
Mid orangey brown sand, friable, <5% gravel, similar to (same as?) natural gravel. 
 
X series finds list 
1 St Clare Road WB   96/9A     02/09/1996 
70
1 

4 Roman potsherds (includ-
ing 2 sherds of samian)  

From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
Road notes - from layers 1 & 2, section no. 4  

70
2 

Pottery sherds Roman From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
Road notes - from layer 3, section no. 4 

70
3 

Pottery sherds, tile Roman From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
Road notes - section 4, possibly from layer 3, but from 
half of pit removed non-stratigraphically 

70
4 

Slag ?Roman (by associa-
tion with X703 

From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
notes, section 4.  Possibly from layer 3, but from half of 
pit removed non-stratigraphically  

70
5 

Iron nail (?) Roman (by as-
sociation with X703 / X704 
/ stratigraphy) 

From pit found during watching brief.  See ST. Clare 
notes, section no. 4.  Possibly from layers 4 or 5, but 
from half of pit removed non-stratigraphically  

70
6 

large tile Roman From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
notes, section no. 4.  Found by machine bucket, proba-
bly from layer 3.  

70
7 

Tile Roman (?) From interface between natural gravel and layer above 
- see St. Clare notes, section no. 1.  
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96/9b 
Colchester  
Owen Ward Close, Gosbecks Primary School 
TL 9724 2325 
David Robertson 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
 
Watching brief: Gosbecks County Primary School 
On 10th September the Colchester Archaeological Trust visited Gosbecks Primary School to 
oversee the digging of a pond in the school grounds (as part of the Gosbecks School Grounds 
Development Plan).  Digging took place using a c.3 ton small digger. It began at 11.00am and 
finished at 4.00pm.  CAT was on site from 10.00am to 1.00pm and for 10 minutes after 4.00pm. 
 
Map 1 is included to show the approximate location of the pond in relation to the school and the 
surrounding area of Colchester.  The sketch plan gives a slightly more precise location for the 
pond.  All measurements were taken from the school perimeter fence before digging began (using 
a tape), the pond having been marked on the ground by school staff. 

 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 269 

 
Fig 1 
 
The digging of the pond began in the north-eastern corner of the pond.  Soil was removed 
to the depth required for the pond; then the digger moved onto another part of the pond.  
So, the topsoil and subsoil(s) were removed together (non-stratigraphically).  In some 
places once digging was completed some of the removed material was placed back on the 
side of the pond to decrease the angle of slope.  This meant that to record the stratigraphy 
of the edge of the pond was not possible during and post-excavation. Instead the 
stratigraphy of a central section of the pond was recorded during the digger driver’s break.  
This is shown below. 
 

 
Fig 2 
 
Top/plough soil.  Clear boundary to layer 2. 
Sandy silt, firm, yellowish-brown layer, 2% inclusion of sub-angular to sub-rounded flint 
pebbles up to 50mm, poorly sorted, charcoal flecks, diffuse boundary to layer 3. 
Layer 2/natural gravel interface.  Natural gravel began to appear in patched at c.90cm, but 
only clearly at 100cm. 
 
Finds 

Finds were fairly well spread throughout the digging of the pond.  With the first bucket an 
iron bar was retrieved from the topsoil.  From then on finds were recovered from the spoil 
left by the digger and the bucket fairly regularly.  The finds recovered included: 
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From Layer 1 
Iron bar, covered in heavy corrosion. 
 
Large iron nail, heavily corroded.  Approximately 2” long, 3½ cm head. 
Blue glass, appeared to be from top of bottle. 
China 1) Blue & white patterned one side, white other 
             2) Deep red and white patterned, ‘Chinese style’ pattern 
Brick fragments 
Sewer pipe 
Pottery - one piece, dark brown glazed outside, rough inside 
 
From Layer 2 
2 large pieces of ‘frogged’ brick.  One 10cm x 9cm x 6.5cm, other 10.5cm x ocm x 6.5cm. 
Small brick fragments 
One piece of pottery - appeared to be a flower pot 
Charcoal 
Ash 
 
All finds were considered to be fairly recent/modern and were discarded. 
 
The charcoal from layer 2 was found in a concentrated area.  Whether this was a burnt 
patch in the ground was unclear, but this seemed unlikely.  The sketch plan below 
indicates the concentration location. 
 

 
 
The burnt material (note in red ink: “L2 obviously modern”) was 1.9m in from the north-
eastern corner of the pond, at a depth of 70cm from this point on the surface.  It was 1m in 
from the eastern edge of the pond.  It was quite circular in distribution with a diameter of 
c.10cm.  it contained nothing but the burnt material. 
 
Once the pond was completed a final sketch plan was drawn to indicate the shape and 
form of the pond.  This is shown below (it should be remembered that the edges of the 
pond were not cleanly cut, but were in places built up using spoil from elsewhere in the 
pond). 
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The levels given on the plan are approximate, based on the surface level at one point 
equaling 0, and the levels below it being subtractions from it. The measurements were 
made using a tape. 
 
Preliminary interpretation 

During the digging of the pond no obvious features were uncovered. The finds revealed 
were relatively evenly spread.  
 
During the visit to the school one member of staff mentioned that another pond had been 
dug in the school grounds previously and it was possible that the spoil from this had 
dumped and spread in the area of the new pond.  This is possible, but uncertain. 
 
It is possible that the material collected is rubbish that has accumulated over a number of 
years. Either on the site of the pond, or on the site of the other pond (location of which is 
uncertain), but again this is uncertain. 
 
David Robertson, 11th September 1996. 
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96/9c 
Colchester 
Lexden Road, Lexden Park (phase 2: school site) 
TL 9727 2514 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
 

 
 
17/09/1996 First visit. Vaughan & Blythe site agent not about. Site stripped and marked out 
for piling.  No additional cuts into bank on east side, but where cleaned down, fresh 
section shows only topsoil above natural sand. The floor of the terrace previously cut for 
school building is dirtied by site traffic but appears to be mainly sand. 
 
No further visits. 
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96/9d 
Colchester 
Land at Maypole Green Road 
TL 9845 2206 
Carl Crossan  
 
Evaluation - negative 
 

 
 
The evaluation took place on 26th September 1996, prompted by a proposal to build 
housing on open land to the east of SMR cropmark plot 11927 (boundaries and a 
trackway). 

 
A sample area totaling 67 square metres was excavated by machine. Natural sand and 
gravel was encountered at depths of between 50 and 90cms, underlying a simple 
stratigraphic sequence of topsoil and cover loam.  No archaeologically significant features 
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were discernible. Occasional irregular interruptions in the surface of the sand/gravel 
appeared to be naturally formed. 
 

 
Fig 1 
 
No photographs - all cameras currently in use at other sites. 
Finds: none 
 
Trench 1  
900mm depth 

 
Stratigraphy 

18cm.  Grass and topsoil. Topsoil is probably redeposited, since modern brick fragments in 
underlying material.  Medium yellowish brown silt loam. 
32-40 cm.  Pale grayish brown fine silt loam.  Light scatter medium brick fragments (some 
modern).  Rare small black fragments of coal.  Disturbed/redeposited subsoil and probably 
ploughed. 
C25cm.  Fine silt loam, similar to L2 but browner and without inclusions.  Undisturbed 
cover loam. 
10-15cm exposed.  Natural reddish brown coarse sand and gravel.  Occasional areas of 
less gravelly sand, also patches of L3 material. 
 
Trench 2 
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Stratigraphy - same sequence as Trench 1. 
Levels: 
22cm 
17cm 
12cm 
35cm+ 
 
Features - see below. 
 
Trench 3 

 
Stratigraphy - same sequence as Trench 1 
Levels: (dug to 70cm) 
18cm 
14cm 
28cm 
10+cm 
 
Features - see below 
 
Trench 4 

 
Stratigraphy - same sequence as Trench 1 
Levels: (dug to 95cm) 
25cm 
18cm 
40cm 
12+cm 
 
Features - see below 
 
Trench 5 
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Stratigraphy - same as Trench 1 
Levels: (dub to 1m) 
30cm 
32cm 
30cm 
8+cm 
 
Probably natural - fill is same as L3.  Sealed by L2, possibly sealed by L3. 
Sealed by L2, possibly sealed by L3 
 
Irregular shape in section suggests natural interruptions. 
 
Natural.  Mainly L3 material on bottom.  Sealed by L2, (probably L3, but the fill and L3 are 
indistinguishable). 
Linear but west side unsatisfactory.  No problem natural - south section looks ditch like, but 
opposite sections does not match - all L3 to bottom. 
Natural - clearly sealed by L3.  Fill very pale brown silt loam. 
As above. 
 
 
 
96/10a (see also 96/10c) 
Colchester 
126 Maldon Road 
TL 9886 2450 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
October 1996. Underpinning in progress at same time as work on 79 Maldon Road (see 
separate note on latter, 96/10c). No significant finds or features.  There appears to be a 
considerable depth of modern make-up on this (east) side of Maldon Road. 
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Trench 1 part filled.  Open to depth of 1.5m.  Section seems to be composed of late (i.e. 
last century or so) make-up.  Contractor stated that this material continued to depth of at 
least 2.5 metres. 
Trench 2.  Digging in progress.  Open to depth of 1m.  Similar 19/20th century make-up as 
that in Trench 1. 
Contractor commented that subsidence is common among the houses along this stretch of 
the east side of Maldon Road. 
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96/10b 
Colchester 
62 Priory Street 
TM 00210 25183 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief – modern cellar 
The area mainly affected by groundworks extended from a point 10m in front of the town 
wall, to the Priory Street frontage. Scope for inspection was limited due to late notification 
and then extensive lowering of ground in the centre and front of the site.  Where not 
obscured by recently poured concrete, machine spill and trample, the main observations 
were: 
 
Most of the Priory Street frontage was occupied by the front cellar of the recently 
demolished modern building, which was 1.9m deep and extended back 5.8m from the 
street. As a result, nothing of significance survived at the front of the site. 

 
Removal of the rear (west) wall of the cellar revealed natural sand at a depth of 0.5m in 
section “X” (see location plan). Beyond the rear of the cellar, the demolished building’s 
floor slab lay directly above clean sand in stanchion holes 4 and 6 (see plan): a similar 
relationship was also observed in a 1.2m deep section at the rear of the main area of 
ground reduction (section “A”). The groundworks elsewhere produced no clear evidence 
for the location of the town ditch, although a fairly uniform dark brown sandy loam of 
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unknown depth was noted in a group of stanchion holes within the area reduced by the 
contractor.   
 
Demolition of the north wall of the cellar exposed the front and rear walls of an adjoining 
early brick cellar beneath 60/61 Priory Street. This cellar was previously noted in an 
evaluation trench dug in August, 1994, and is constructed of red brick, eight and five-
eighths inches long, four inches wide, two inches high. This cellar underlies an outline 
labelled “ruins” on the attached 1:500 plan. 
 
SITE NOTES 

62 Priory Street 
New Residential Name 
Contractor: Salmon Builders 
 
16/10/1996: Late notification from developer - work already started.   
 
Stanchion holes 

 
Fig 2 
 
All trenches already concreted to depth of c85cm from surface. 
 
Trenches 7 and 8.  Modern fill only - this area full of service pipes. 
 
Trenches 1, 2 & 3.  Approximately 10cm rubble above slightly stony dark brown sandy 
loam.  This (the sandy loam) extends beyond new concrete in bottom of trench (0.85m).  
(Is this late ditch/fill?  Seems quite uniform?) 
 
Trench 5.  Same as trenches 1, 2 & 3. 
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Trench 4. 
 
Modern rubble hardcore associated with previous building.  25cm. 
Clean sand.  Presumably natural, but not wholly convincing. 
 
This part of site appears to have been stripped down to sand in course of leveling for 
previous building. 
 
Trench 6.  As trench 4, but L1 is 45 cm thick. 
 
 
18/10/1996 
Trench 9: same as trenches 1, 2 and 3. 
 
Cellar at street frontage half dug out - see below. 
 

 
Fig 3 
 
At: 
Brick wall removed to reveal loose brick fill of cellar to north. 
Fill of no. 62 cellar is very modern (i.e. late 20th century) 
Brick work removed: section largely obscured by spill, but broadly: 

Modern rubble from previous building.  25cm 
Mid/dark brown sandy loam/similar to L2 in other sections.  25cm. 
Top of natural sand 

 
Floor of cellar is at 1.9m from pavement level. 
 
24/10/1996 
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Fig 4 
 
Level reduced by 1.2m. 
 
A) 1m section at ‘A’ natural sand lies at immediately below floor level of 

previous building, and is beneath modern hardcore. 
 

B-C) Filled in cellar beneath adjoining property.  Cellar wall ‘B’ is 35cm 
wide, constructed entirely of early brick, red, 8⅝ inches long, 4 inches 
wide, 2 inches high. 
Same brick used in frontage wall ‘C’, which is also 35cm wide and 
flanks a later frontage brick foundation. 

 
Nothing of note along frontage - all 19th - 20th century brick foundations. 
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96/10c 
Colchester  
79 Maldon Road 
TL 98920 24613 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief – near complete Roman cremation pot 
 

 
Watching brief – Roman cremation pot  
A near complete 2nd century two-handled pot containing cremated bone was recovered by 
contractors underpinning front of bungalow. Other finds included a pot lid, believed to have 
been found in association with the vessel in a trench under the east corner of the 
bungalow (T2 on the attached sketch plan). Although site conditions restricted, the find 
spot appeared to lie close to natural sand, beneath a total of 1.5m of post-Roman 
accumulation and modern make-up. Unstratified finds from a trench situated 3m to the 
south (T3 on plan) included a greyware rim, fragment of Roman brick and a small fragment 
of bone. These finds were kindly reported to the Trust by the owners, Mr and Mrs Elliston.  
 
X series finds list 
79 Maldon Road WB   96/10c   23/10/1996 
 
710 Pot Roman and cremated bone T2,  kept aside by workmen 
711 Roman lid T2, kept aside by workmen 
712 Pot, bone T3, kept aside by workmen 
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96/10d 
Colchester 
19 Lexden road (English Study Centre) 
TL987 249 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief – negative 

 
07/10/96 – First visit. Saw principal, Jonathan Seath. Builders not about. Started footings. 
08/10/96 – Called in – no further work, contractor thinks they will not be there today. 
14/10/96 – Trenches completed and constructed. 
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Summary: Limited observations of foundations trenches for conservatory at rear of 
building indicated that the southern part of this garden contains substantial levels of made-
up ground with natural sand at depth of approximately 1m to 1.5m from the present 
surface.  Garden slopes down from the south (high) to north (low). Trench 1 partly 
obscured by boards at time of inspection. Unfinished trench dug to depth of approximately 
1m. Section appears to be composed entirely of topsoil. Slightly lighter and sandier at 
ground level. Trench 2 not observed. According to contractor this was dug to a depth of 
about 1.5m uncovering clean sand. Nothing on spoil heap. 
 
 
 
96/10e 
Colchester  
Circular Road East, Territorial Army Centre  
TL 99680 24466 
Will Clark and Carl Crossan 
 
Evaluation- Roman strata  
 

Summary 
Three trenches (total area 53m2) to the east and west of the site for the new building. The 
upper levels were composed of relatively modern make-up and demolition debris. 
Stratigraphically, material of potential archaeological interest was encountered at depths of 
between 1.5 and 1.7m, where a fragments of Roman roof tile was recovered. Overall, the 
ground has been heavily disturbed by modern service trenches and wall foundations which 
were met with every two to three metres in the course of the trenching. 
 
X series find 
708 tegula fragment from T1 Layer 7 
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. 
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Fig 2 – Trench 1 section part 1 
 
 

 
Fig 3 – Trench 1 section part 2 
 
Trench 1 
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L1 Modern demolition layer incorporating brick, concrete, tarmac.  
L2  Light brown sandy silt, moderate inclusions including pebbles up to 60mm, as well as numerous flint flakes 

subrounded to subangular' representing 5% of the matrix. Modern brick fragments permeate this layer, much 
fragmented up to 40mm, 5% substantially more remain west of the sewer pipe, east of this feature far less 
numerous, 1%. 

L3 Light brown sandy silt incorporating fine mortar fragments, charcoal and modern brick up to 10mm. The mortar is 
very friable, sand sized fragments, white in colour, with occasional yellow/buff fragments up to 10mm with the 
boundary to layer 4, wavy in nature. A thin lens, again not present west of the sewer pipe. 

L4 Dark brown sandy silt, includes flint flakes, subrounded to subangular 2%, includes also thin lenses of powdery red 
tile and charcoal and 1 grey tile find no 1. 

L5 Thin lens of light brown sandy silt similar to L2 but well sorted includes mortar lens and red brick/tile, the boundary 
here to layer 6 is clean. West of the sewer pipe this is not present 

L6 Dark brown sandy silt. Similar in nature to L4, includes subrounded to subangular flakes up to 8mm of flint as well 
as numerous charcoal flecks and tile, clay pipe. The boundary to layer 7 is diffused 

L7 Yellowish brown silty sand, includes subrounded flakes up to 12mm. No finds except for Tegula (x1) find 2. 
F1 Modern 20

th
 century wall and foundation 

 
Trench 2 
L1 Dark brown sandy silt, includes 70-90% modern brick and charcoal, underlying layer 1 and 2 is a thin lens of mortar 

that includes blue faced plaster fragments. 20
th

 century destruction layers. 
L2 Dark brown band up to 2cm approximate in depth. Flint flakes up 8mm, subangular to subrounded, charcoal flecks 

are numerous, as well as red tile and brick. Boundary wavey with layer 3. 
L3 Light grey b rown sandy silt, subrounded to subangular stones up to 12mm. Fragments of red brick up to 4mm, 

probable worm action, boundary is wavy.  
L4 Yellowish-brown silty sand includes 30% subrounded and subangular quartz and flint, with wavey boundary to layer 

5. This represents a thin lens of gravel, with flakes up to 10mm, only appearing in section 12 to 15m. Maximum 
depth 8-10cm, no cultural finds. 

L5 Yellowish-brown silty sand, flakes up to 2mm, subrounded to rounded flint and quartz 1%. No finds. 

 

 
Fig 5 – Trench 2 section 

 
Fig 6 – Trench 3 section 
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96/11e 
Colchester  
Sheepen Road (Colchester Institute Playing Field and Tennis Courts and the Colchester Borough 
Council Car Parks) 
 
CBC Car parks (now car park and office block) - TL 99116 25545 
Former Institute Tennis courts (Now Poundland and Maplin block)  TL 99025 25564 
Former Institute Playing Fields (now Brantano and Matalan block) -TL 99012 25464 
 
Stephen Benfield 
 

 
 
Archaeological Evaluation at the Colchester Institute Playing Field and Tennis 
Courts and the Colchester Borough Council Car Parks, Sheepen Road, Colchester 
 
Stephen Benfield 
  

 
Summary 
The eight test pits in the Colchester Borough Council lorry and car parks revealed no clear deposits or finds 
of archaeological significance to depth of around 2.0m below present ground levels (between 4.0-6.0m OD). 
However a ?water deposited sandy clay layer at the base of some of the pits (TP5 and 6 at between 4.0 and 
5.0m OD) could possibly be of medieval origin and contain preserved organic material. 
 
Six test pits placed in the former Colchester Institute tennis courts produced a small quantity of residual 
Roman material (two potsherds spanning 1st - early 3rd centuries in date, and a small number of tile 
fragments). No deposits or substantial finds of clear archaeological significance were encountered to depths 
of about 2.0m below the present surface (between 6.0-5.5m OD). However in TP 9,10 and 12 a silt and 
sandy clay layer occurring  at about 6.0m OD contained some preserved organic material in the form of 
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wood/timber one piece of which appears to be a structural timber of medieval date. The wood occurs at 
about 2.0m below present surface levels (5.6-5.8m OD). 

The trenches on the Colchester Institute playing fields (T1, 3 and 4) demonstrated clear Roman deposits in 
water-logged levels occurring at about 1.2m below present ground surface in each trench. Levels for this in 
OD are T1 6.5m, T3 5.5m and T4 5.3m. These remains consist of both individual material finds and a small 
number of features. Finds include pottery ranging over the 1

st
-3

rd
 centuries, tile fragments, bone, charcoal, 

wood and structural timber, and oyster shell spreads. The features comprise a group at the east end of T1A 
with probable ditch and a spread of degraded mortar in the east end of T4D which contains fragments of red 
painted wall plaster. 

The trench into the slope at the southern extremity of the site (T2) showed possible Roman levels occurring 
quite close to the present surface over the central area if the trench. This consisted of a spread of Roman tile 
fragments with a small amount of Roman pottery dating to the 1

st
-2

nd 
century about 0.7m below the current 

ground surface (between 10.0-8.0m OD down the slope). 

 
Archaeological Descriptions and Findings 
 
1. Test pits in the Colchester Borough Council Car and Lorry Parks 
 
Description 
Eight 3.0 x 1.2m test pits (TP1-8) were dug using a three ton excavator and ditching bucket to between 1.7 
and 2.3m deep. One located in the north car park (TP8) four in the lorry park and surrounding verges (TP4-7) 
and three in the verges surrounding the car park (TP1-3). The pits could not be entered for inspections and 
observation was made from the side of the pit of the soils they were excavated. One of the sections of each 
pit was recorded. No finds were selected for retention from this area.  
 

 
TP1 
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TP2 
 
All the test pits demonstrated clear and substantial modern build-up between 1.0 and 1.5m 
below present surface levels, the maximum depth of this being just over 2m (TP3). These 
dump and make-up levels of sandy loams, sands and gravels contained medium to high 
levels of brick and concrete, occasionally tarmac, wood and small amounts of pottery 
dating from the 19th-20th centuries. 
 
This modern material sealed a fine dark or grey brown damp sandy loam (TP2,4,5,6,7&8) 
which where penetrated was between 0.5 and 1.0m in depth. (TP4,5,6&8). The only 
exceptions to this were TP2 which was not excavated below modern levels (due to 
location of a water pipe) and TP3 at the southern end of the site where it is possible that 
the depth of modern disturbance could have removed it. No dating evidence was 
recovered from this material or below it, although an apparently similar layer in test pits on 
the Colchester Institute tennis courts produced a fragment of unfrogged brick (TP10) and a 
pottery sherd dating from the 18th-19th century (TP10&11). 
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TP3 
 

 
TP4 
 
Below this layer at between 1.6 and 1.8m is a wet gravel lens (TP5,6&8) up to 0.2m thick 
overlying wet yellow brown sandy clay. In TP4 this lens appeared to be absent. These 
layers did not produce any datable material. However a piece of timber from possibly the 
same layer in test pits on the Colchester Institute tennis courts could be of Medieval date. 
The lowest level of TP3 in contrast to the other test pits consisted of a clean black damp 
sandy silt with white sand speckles at a depth below 2.0m and directly sealed by 19th-20th 
century rubble. 
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TP5 

 
TP6 
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TP7 

 
TP8 
 
Summary 
Substantial modern make-up and dumping was encountered in all of the test pits for 
between 1.0-1.5m (up to 2.0m TP3) below present surface levels (5.0-6.0m OD). This 
generally seals a probable modern agricultural soil which occurs to a depth of about 4.0m 
OD Beneath this an undated sandy gravel lens seals ?water deposited sandy clay which 
may be as early as medieval in date and occurring at depths of between 4.0-5.0m OD 
across the site. 
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2. Test Pits in the Colchester Institute Tennis Courts 
 
Description 
Six 3.0 x 1.2m test pits (TP9-14) were dug around the perimeter inside the former tennis 
courts using a three ton excavator and ditching bucket to between 2.0 and 2.4m deep. Two 
were located in the corners at the east end (TP9&10) and west end (TP11&14) and one 
each mid-way along the north and south sides (TP12&13). The pits could not be entered 
for inspection and observation was made from the side of the put of the soils as they were 
excavated. One of the sections of each pit was recorded. 
 

 
TP9 
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TP 10 
Finds of brick fragments and pottery top TP9,10&12 suggests that there is between 1.0 
and 1.5m of demonstrable modern accumulation below the present surface levels of 
slightly varying layers of sandy loam. These levels also produced a small quantity of 
residual Roman material, tile fragments from all of the test pits except TP10 and single 
small sherds of pottery from TP9&14 dating from the 1st-early third centuries. 

 
TP11 
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TP12 
 

TP13 
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TP14 
 
Below this the stratigraphy generally becomes more gravely especially towards the north 
and west (TP11,13&14) and soils tending towards silts and sandy clays to the east over 
gravels at about 1.5m (TP9&10). The impression is of a generally rising gravel base from 
east to west. No conclusively datable materials were recovered from these levels though 
the increasing wetness preserved some timber at about 2.0m in TP9,10&12. The largest 
piece from TP12 is clearly worked, and could be an upright from wattle and daub walling 
as there is a probable retaining notch for a horizontal lath on one face. This would tend to 
suggest that the timber is Medieval in date. 
 
 
Summary 
The modern surfaces for the tennis court seals modern soils of probable agricultural origin 
to between 3.5-6.0, OD which contain a small amount of residual Roman material in the 
form of tile fragments and pottery sherds. Below this are wet gravels, silts and sandy clays. 
The silt and clay possibly of water deposited original occur at between 6.0-6.5m OD and 
contain some organic preservation in the form of wood/timber, one piece of which is 
possible Medieval in date. 
 
 
3. Trenches in the Colchester Institute Playing Fields 
 
Description 
Four main trench lines were excavated using a JCB digger with a ditching bucket 1.5m in 
width totalling a length of about 180m. However field drains and soakaways along their line 
enabled about 150m of these trenches to penetrate to depths greater than 1.0m from 
present ground level. Trenches 1&2 could be entered for inspection but 3&4 could only be 
observed from the side of the trench. Short lengths of section were recovered except for 
T2 where the whole west face was sketched. 
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Trench 1 (T1) 
This was aligned east-west at the southern end of the playing fields. The sections revealed 
a modern dark brown sandy loam topsoil extending along the entire length of the trench to 
depths of between 0.3 and 0.5m. 

 
This sealed a thin gravel lens of about 1.0m thickness which overlay damp yellow 
interspersed with thin bands of black silt. These levels were quite wet. The lowest levels 
toward the centre of T1A (between 0.8 and 1.0m) showed slightly dirty yellow orange sand 
over a thin clay lens below which was another silt lens on gravel at about 1.0m. However 
at the east and west ends of the gravel was slightly deeper at between 1.6 and 1.2m 
respectively. These lower silts frequently contained preserved timber which appeared to be 
unworked brushwood.  
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The eastern half of T1A revealed three features in the gravels at its base. The two most 
easterly (F1&F2) appeared to be black silt filled channels running north-south and of 
natural origin. One sherd of Roman pot of probable 1st century date was recovered from 
F1. To their west a black silt and gravel filled feature running south west-north east across 
the trench (F3) appeared to have a clearly defined edge. A small amount of Roman pottery 
was recovered from this feature dating to the 2nd century and a fragment of Roman tile. 
This feature would appear to be archaeological in origin, possibly a ditch. 
 
Immediately to the west of this was an inverted near complete Roman pot of probable 1st-
2nd century date, together with a scatter of animal bone fragments and charcoal. No cut for 
a feature was visible around it and it appeared to have been partially covered by the sand 
and clay lens.  
 
Summary 
Modern topsoil occurs to depths of between 7.5-7.2m OD This seals a thin gravel lens over 
undated yellow brown sands which lie between 7.2-6.9m OD Beneath this are banded wet 
silts, sands and clay. These contain increasing amounts of organic material (wood) with 
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depth. Roman pottery, animal bone and charcoal were these features at the eastern end of 
the trench (T1A). One of these features appears to be a possible ditch (F3), at a depth of 
about 6.5m OD (between about 1.0-1.2m below present ground level). 
 
Trench 2 (T2) 
The trench was aligned north-south into the slope at the southern extremity of the site. The 
whole length was sealed by modern topsoil to a depth of about 0.5m.  

 

 
 
At the southern end a length of about 5m was excavated down to gravel at a depth of 
about 1.5m below the present surface. Over the first 2m grey brown patchy sandy loam 
(L1) containing some small brick fragments and residual Roman pottery sealed lighter 
coloured material of the same nature. Below this mixed banded dirty gravels steadily rose 
to be truncated by the topsoil at between 5&6m along the trench. These sealed a clean 
yellow brown silty sand which also appeared to be rising up. 
 
At this point the machine cut was raised to 0.7m as a distinct spread of Roman tile coated 
in a concreted sandy ?midden deposit was encountered between 6 and 10m along the 
trench from the southern end. The rim and spout of a mortaria of 1st century date were 
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recovered from this material. Also a piece of slate was found lying on the surface of this 
layer, however it could have been deposited there by the machine. From about 7m from 
the south end of the trench this layer was sealed by a dark brown stoney sandy loam up to 
0.5m thick which overlay gravels occurring at between 0.8-0.9m depth at the north end of 
the trench. 
 
Summary 
Modern topsoil, with some residual Roman material, sealed an archaeological deposit in 
the middle of the trench containing a substantial quantity of Roman tile with some pottery 
the surface of which slopped down between 10.-8.0m OD It is not clear if this deposit is 
Roman in date. The truncated nature of some layers may suggest former terracing of the 
slope. 
 
Trench 3 (T3) 
This trench was cut as a series of individual length (A-G) avoiding drainage pipes east-
west across the playing field area. 
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The modern dark brown loamy topsoil varies in thickness but is generally about 0.4m 
deep. This frequently seals coarse orange gravels (in places covered by a lens of grey 
sandy silt) and grey gravelly sands to a depth of between 0.6 and 0.8m from the present 
surface. At the west end of the trench (T3A) there is a considerable accumulation of dark 
brown silts to about 1.2m in depth from which a clay pipe fragment (18th century+) was 
recovered at 0.7m down in the section. 
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Below these levels are wet banded grey sands, sandy clays and dark brown silt lenses 
occurring at between 0.8 and 1.2m below the present ground surface. These contain 
preserved organic matter, most obviously brushwood branch fragments and twigs, 
increasing in quantity with depth. Trench3B produced Roman pottery datable to the 2nd-3rd 

centuries and fragments of Roman tiles from these levels at a depth of about 1.2m. 
 
Summary 
Modern topsoil occurs to a depth of about 6.3m OD and seals undated sands and gravels 
to between 5.5-5.9m OD Below this banded wet sands and silts contain increasing 
amounts of preserved organic material, mostly brushwood. At about 5.5m OD are finds of 
Roman pottery dating to the 2nd-3rd centuries and fragments of Roman tile (about 1.2m 
below present ground level). 
 
Trench 4 (T4) 
Trench 4 was opened to supplement T3 which had been effectively shortened by the 
frequent need to avoid modern drainage pipes. As with T3 the trench had to be opened as 
a series of trench lengths (A-D). Trench 4C could not be properly recorded and was 
abandoned as it filled with water before observation could be made. 
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The stratigraphical structure of this area is very similar to Trench 3. Modern dark brown 
loamy topsoil containing 19th-20th century pottery (T4D) varies between 0.2 and 0.5m deep 
and seals grey brown silts which at the west end occur up to 1.1m below present ground 
level but to the east are shallower with a base between 0.6-1.1m down. This material 
generally seals a coarse orange gravel layer up to 0.2m in thickness. 
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Beneath the gravel is a clear dark brown layer of wet silts which, where clearly observable, 
was about 0.2m thick (T4D) with a base at 1.2m below present surface, though to the west 
(T4A) it could be in excess of 0.4m. Organic material in the form of brushwood fragments 
was preserved within this layer in T4A occurring at a depth of 1.5m there.  

 
These lower layers at about 1.2m below present ground levels contained quantities of 
Roman material as well as preserved organic remains, mostly in the form of brushwood. 
Several pottery sherds dating from 1st-2nd centuries were recovered from T4B and T4D, 
and at about 1.2m depth a large spread of decayed mortar at the west end of T4D 
contained fragments of red painted wall plaster. There were spreads of rotted oyster shell 
in the base of T4B, again at 1.2m, together with Roman tile fragments, animal bone and 
some mortar. Trench 4C also produced Roman tile fragments and bone with cut marks 
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Summary 
Modern topsoil occurs to a depth of about 6.3-6.0m OD and seals undated silts the base of 
which layers lies between about 5.0-5.4m OD Below this wet banded sands, silts and 
sandy clays contain increasing amounts of preserved organic material, mostly brushwood. 
Within these layers are finds of Roman material which occur from about 5.3m OD (about 
1.2m below present ground level). The Roman pottery sherds date from the 1st-2nd 

centuries and are associated at these levels with spreads of oyster shell in T4B, Roman 
tile fragments and a substantial spread of decayed mortar containing some Roman red 
painted wall plaster at the east end of T4D. 
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FINDS LISTING 

RETAINED OR SIGNIFICANT FINDS 

 
TEST PITS 
(No finds retained from Colchester Borough Council lorry and car parks test pits) 
 
TP 9  1 Pottery sherd (discarded) Dressel 20   Roman 1st-3rd 

Roman tile frags (discarded) 
 
TP 11  Roman tile frags (discarded) 
 
TP 12  Timber 50 x 14 x 11 cm Worked on all long sides  ?Medieval 

Slot on one side 6 x 3 cm 10 cm up from cut base. 
 

Roman tile frags (discarded) ' 
 
TP 13  Roman tile frags (discarded) 
TP 14  Pottery sherd       Roman 1st 
 
TRENCHES 
 
T1  F1  Pottery sherd       Roman 1st 
     F3  Pottery sherds Samian Drag 18/31 and platter  Roman 2nd 

base. 
Roman tile frag. 
Near whole pot in sandy grey ware    Roman?1st-2nd 

 
T2  L1  Pottery sherds Grey ware base & ?Flagon   Roman 

 
From spread of material in centre of trench: 
Mortaria sherds ?CAM 195A     Roman 1st-2nd. 
Roman tile fragments 
Slate frag. on surface (discarded) 

 
T3  B  Mortarium CAM 498      Roman 2nd-3rd 

Mortarium Samian Drag.45     Roman 2nd-3rd 
Roman tile frags.  
Large wood stump 25 x 25 x 25 cm Bright 
blue material in crevices. Unworked 

T3  C Roman tile frag. 
 
T4 A Large animal bone (at 0.95 m depth) 

Brushwood 2-4 cm dia up to 20 cm long. 
 
T4 B Roman tile frags. 

Small light brown mortar lumps 
Bowl sherds CAM 243     Roman 1st-2nd 
Oyster shell spreads (rotted) 
Animal bone 

 
T4 C Roman tile frags. (large) roof tile 

Animal bone frags (one with cut mark) 
Light brown mortar lump 

 
T4 D Pottery base sherds sandy grey ware Roman 

Amphorae sherd prob. Dressel 20    Roman 1st-3rd 
Roman tile frag. 
Painted wall plaster (red)     Roman 
Large light brown mortar lump 

 
 
 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 309 

 
Site levels 
TBM temporary bench mark 
BS backsight (from station back to TBM)  
FS foresight (from station to what you are measuring) 
IH  instrument height (line of collimation) 
RL reduced level (height OD of what you were measuring)  
 
Trench 1 east end 
TBM   7.99m 
BS   3.76 
Instrument height 11.75 
FS   4.04 
RL   7.71 (ie, this is ground level T1 east end) 
 
Trench 1 west end 
TBM   7.99m 
BS   3.76 
Instrument height 11.75 
FS   4.20 
RL   7.55 (ie, this is ground level T1 west end) 
 
Trench 2, ground level, south end 
TBM   7.99m 
BS   3.76 
Instrument height 11.75 
FS   0.74 
RL   11.01 (ie, this is ground level T2 south) 
 
Trench 2, bottom of T2, north 
TBM   7.99m 
BS   3.76 
Instrument height 11.75 
FS   2.79 
RL   8.96 (ie, this is bottom of T2 north) 
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97/1a 
Colchester  
Circular Road North, Cavalry Barracks 
B1 TL 99086 24215 
B2 TL 99160 24332 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - negative 
 

 
Colchester Archaeological Trust Field Projects  
 
A Watching Brief at the Cavalry Barracks, 1997 
 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Summary 
A watching brief maintained on the excavation of 42 stanchion holes two temporary buildings did not produce 
any finds of archaeological significance. Most, if not all, of the deposits revealed probably relate to the 
construction and use of the barracks. 

 
Introduction 
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A watching brief was carried out on the excavation of 42 small holes for stanchion emplacements to support 
two sets of temporary accommodation facilities (Plan 1, buildings 1&2). Of the emplacement holes 28 were 
1m2

 

and 14 were 0.5m2. Both penetrated the ground to depths varying between 0.7 and 0.9m. The holes 
were excavated by machine, which was closely watched so that should any potential archaeological features 
be revealed excavation could by hand. 
 
Summary of Findings 
 
Building 1 (plan 2 and sections 1-4) 
The stratigraphy of the area of Building 1 was varied and disturbed by modern drains, proving quite difficult 
to interpret confidently from this series of small holes, though its overall recent origin seems quite clear. 
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Building 1 Section 2 
 

 
Building 1 Section 3 
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Building 1 Section 4 
The modern Tarmac surfaces and their gravel make-up sealed grey-brown sandy loams which  were often 
compacted and may represent the material remnants of a former surface, or make-up for a surface, similar to 
that clearly defined in the sections relating to Building 2. Here this is only reasonably clear in section 4, and 
possibly in section 1 (though this area appeared disturbed, possibly by a modern drain cut). Less compacted 
material, again of sandy loams, extended to the base of most of the holes (which rarely exceeded about 
0.7m deep). These layers, though fairly clean, contained fragments of peg tile and in places some modern 
brick. They are generally considered to be of relatively recent origin, possibly localised deposits of make-up. 
Possible tip lines in section 2 may support this interpretation. 
 
Natural strata was not positively identified in any of the holes, but the sand in the base of section 2, occurring 
at about 0.80m deep, may be undisturbed and of natural origin. 
 
None of the deposits or material need necessarily be earlier than the construction of the barracks, and no 
significant archaeological material or features were found. 
 
Building 2 (plan 3 and sections 5-7) 
In comparison to Building 1 the stratigraphy over the area of Building 2 was almost uniform. 
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Building 2 Section 5 
 
The modern Tarmac surfaces and gravel make-up sealed a thin compacted layer of dark grey-brown loamy 
sand interpreted as an earlier surface related to the Victorian barracks. This sealed a band of grey-brown to 
pale brown sandy loam at between 0.25 and 0.3m below present surface levels. In places this layer 
appeared to have an indistinct horizon between and upper and lower strata. No finds were recovered from 
this material which at least in part can be interpreted as of natural origin, merging from more or less 
disturbed cover loam. This directly sealed natural gravelly sands occurring at about 0.5m below present 
surface. 

 
Building 2 Section 6  
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Building 2 Section 7 
 
The existence of a recent former temporary structure occupying the same site, and also based on individual 
supporting pillars, was revealed. 
 
No evidence for activity earlier than the construction of the barracks was found. 
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97/1b 
Colchester  
Footpath between the Lexden Tumulus and the Girls High School,  
TL 97967 24588 
Stephen Benfield 
 

Site inspection – negative 
 
Site visit on 29

th
 January 1997 to check reports of stones being found by workmen resurfacing the footpath.  

 
Found several large stones removed. 25-45cm in diameter. Water rounded, various rock types mainly 
igneous quartzite or granite? Couldn’t really be identified.  
 
Others in situ following line of foot path through long bend. Mainly at edge of initial width of Tarmac surface 
(south edge). 
 
Spacing not clear if regular at one time some 4m apart, some 8m apart and some 20m+ apart. 
Obviously follow or make boundary line as exists so probably post date the inception of this boundary line.  
 
Photo record shots taken. May extend west but none found by workmen any further east. 
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97/1c 
Colchester 
Sussex Road, Kingswode Hoe School Terrace Construction 
TL 98343 25220 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief – negative   
Shallow depth preparation for path and bedding for small wall for garden to rear of school. 
Two visits. Results negative in archaeological significance. Area appears to have been built up associated 
either with the construction of the school or the swimming pool. 
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97/1d 
Colchester 
Priory Street  
TM 00097 25043 
Stephen Benfield  
 
Watching brief – negative 

 

 

 
Five exploratory holes dug by contractors, each about 2m deep. No significant archaeological deposits or 
materials appeared to be present. 2 ?stray sherds of Roman pottery – 1 from spoil heap and 1 from cut 
through major scope in middle of site.  
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97/2a 
Colchester 
rear of 1 St Helena Road,  
TL 98677 24142 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 

 

This is a residential development on backland 
between St Helena Road and Constantine Road. In 
the western part of the site Block 1 foundations were 
dug and concreted without notification or inspection. 
To the East, Block 2 wall foundation trenches were 
partially open for inspection but no significant 
features were discernible. The overall stratigraphy 
was noted and photographed. 
 

 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 324 

97/2b 
Colchester  
Crouch Street,  
TL 99181 24970 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief – cables – negative 
Watching works for cables and the relaying of pavements on either side of the pedestrian subway where 
Balkerne Hill and Crouch Street cross. Mostly shallow disturbance, much of trench could not be observed as 
rapidly backfilled. Results: no discernible remains of any archaeological significance.  

 
 
 

97/2c 
Colchester 
Butt Road, Goojeraat Barracks 
TL 9888 2413 approx 
 
Note that watching brief was to take place, but no further notes, so it may not have happened.  
 
 

97/3a 
Colchester 
14 Rawstorn Road 
TL 99053 25022 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - negative 
Visit. Small pond being excavated in rear garden. Hole about 0.5m deep through dark brown sandy loam 
(garden soil). Some few fragments of material: Roman-modern. No archaeological significance. 
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97/3d 
Colchester 
West Lodge Road 
TL 98527 24867 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief – gravel – Roman road? 
 
 

 
Hole dug in road by contractors revealed between 0.5m and 1.1m below road surface hard compacted sands 
and gravely sands. Steve thought it was probably natural, but it can be noted that Roman road gravel has 
been seen close to here (at the Longinus site).  
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97/4a 
Colchester 
161-170 Magdalen Street 
TM 00178 24792 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - housing development - negative 

 
 
03/04/97 – First visit. Machine clearing concrete surfaces onto dark brown sandy loam accumulation or 
dump with finds from late 18th to 20th century. Small area of frontage, east wall of former pub with unfrogged 
brick or small cobble area to east of this. 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 327 

 
Fig 1 – Rough site plan 
 
Probably area on site plan with small pull off/yard on east of pub. Area to Childwell Lane appears to be made 
into an artificial platform.  
 

 
Fig 2 – Rough site plan 
 
 
29/04/97  
Area for carpark (SW corner of site) had been reduced to sand/natural at about 2m reduction overall. No 
finds of any archaeological significance. Foundation digging starts 3 weeks time approx. 
 

 
Fig 3 – Rough site plan 
 
 
15/04/97 – Asked to examine top cleared areas along south east of road frontage. 
 

 
Fig 4 
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Areas reduced by up to 0.5m. No significant archaeology showing, only brick and concrete walls.  Area to 
north east also examined. 
 

 
Fig 5 
 
Reductions taking place but only post-Medieval/Modern topsoil visible and no significant archaeology. Site 
probably has little further potential. 
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97/4c 
Colchester 
Beverly Road 
Howard Brooks 
TL 98624 24739 
Stephen Benfield, Sarah Carter 
Accession code: 1997.13 
 
Watching brief - Gas pipe trench- Roman cremation burial and pit debris 
 

 

Colchester Archaeological Trust 
 
Watching brief report 
 
16/04/97  
Inspection of 20-30m length of trench running north from Queens Road/Beverly Road junction. Trench was 
dug to 0.8 to 1.0m deep, base had not reached natural. A scatter of finds, principally Roman pottery, was 
recovered from the adjacent spoil heap and the trench edge (plan, finds no.1). This consisted of fragments of 
four or more Roman pottery vessels, small to medium size about 10 sherds in all. Also, some Roman tile, 
occasional oyster shell and animal bone, and a worked flint flake. There was no sign of cremated bone, so 
this material is presumably from a disturbed rubbish pit – however, there was no sign of a cut or any feature 
in the trench edge. 
 
17/14/97 
Nothing visible. 
 
22/04/97  
A gravel area (see plan) and a Roman cremation were recorded (cremation is finds no.2). The gravel area 
was heavily cut by modern services. Was it natural gravel, or a road surface? Some cremated bone and the 
flagon sherds were on the spoil heap, and some (50-60% of the bone) still in section in a dark/black sandy 
loam matrix in the trench side. The flagon top was approximately 30cm below modern ground level, and the 
bones were down to 50cm below modern ground. It was very clear that the cremated bone was not in the 
pot, nor were there any nails or signs of other vessels. 
 
28/04/97 
Nothing visible. 
 
30/04/97 
A pit was recorded (finds no.3) – see location plan. The fill was a dark sandy loam and loamy sand mixture. 
Finds from the spoil near this feature included oyster shell, animal bone, 2nd-3rd century Roman pottery, and 
Roman tile. However, there were also fragments of post-medieval peg-tile which may have come from the 
pit. It is therefore uncertain whether this pit was Roman or post-medieval. 
 
01/05/97 
Dark soil was observed in trench at points A and B on plan. However, ground conditions were not ideal for 
observation, and the presence of tarmac may indicate there were modern or recent intrusions. Dark soil was 
also seen at C, on the east side of the road. However, this was a wide patch, and conditions were not good 
for recording. 
 
07/05/97 – Two 70cm deep cuts observed, 2.3m north of the south edge of No. 14. Both cut from quite high 
up, so probably recent in origin. Finds includes a ?Roman tile, and a greyware sherd. 
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Finds List 
 

Finds No. Description Weight (g) 

1 1xRoman grey ware storage jar sherd 175 

 1xRoman grey ware sherd 15 

 2xLarge orange/brown Roman storage jar sherd 200 

 2xFrags burnt Roman tile of thick sherds 50 

 1xOrange ware Roman sherd 3 

 4xUnidentified animal bones 50 

 1xStruck flint. Hard-hammer struck 2 

2 1xBag of cremated Human bone 145 

 49xSherds of Roman flagon found with cremated bone 425 

 3xSherds of other Roman pottery 15 

3 1xRoman Tegula flange fragment 160 

 1xRoman amphora sherd 170 

 1xLarge buff Roman storage jar sherd 105 

 1xMedium sized Roman buff storage jar sherd 40 

 5xRoman grey ware sherds 190 

 3xFrags of Roman beaker 80 

 
 

97/4f 
Colchester 
Braiswick (Colchester Road) Woods Sports Centre (this is now ‘Keepers Green’)  
TL 9788 2708 
Stephen Benfield, Sarah Carter 
 
Watching brief on possible continuation of Lexden Dyke – negative  
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16/04/97  
Visit to site. Work in progress. 
Housing development on the 
south west area of site. Road 
and houses to be started 
possibly next week for 
prospective area of Lexden 
Dyke. 
 
22/04/97 
Still on east side of the site. 
Probably several weeks before 
work to west. Most footing 
trenches filled on the east side 
but spoil on edges examined – 
nothing significant from gravel 
observed. 
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97/5a 
Colchester 
Lexden, Straight Road, Church of the Latter Day Saints 
TL 9673 2362 
Howard Brooks, Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief confirms line of ‘camp’ cropmark, but Shrub End Dyke not seen 
 
 

 

Colchester Archaeological Trust 
 
Watching Brief Report 
 
Description 
Observation of works around Church whose site should be crossed by two major archaeological features: 
first, the Shrub End Dyke which should run approximately NNW-SSE under the church, and indeed through 
the new southern extension of the church (as plotted in Camulodunum II, figure 6.1); the second, a cropmark 
labelled “approximate position of camp” (ibid). 

 
Fig 1 – Site plan 
 
There was no sign of the Shrub End Dyke. It was not seen at ground level or in the section of the new 
foundation trenches. This is particularly strange, as the dyke was sectioned literally only a few meters north 
of here (under the church) in 1963 (ibid, pg 121). The stratigraphy revealed in the section of the foundation 
trench was 10cm of dark, sandy, loamy topsoil, over 30cm of medium to light brown sandy loam, over 60cm 
of sand and gravel natural (to trench bottom). 
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The “camp” cropmark ditch was seen in section (twice) north-east of the church (figures 1-2). The fill of the 
ditch was medium brown orangey sandy loam with common stones, cutting natural orange gravels. The ditch 
was 2.3m deep from site level. The observation of the ditch in two sections allows a reasonably accurate plot 
of the line of the ditch, which is approximately NNW-SSE and exactly in keeping with the plotted position of 
the cropmark. 
 
Finds 
None 

 
Fig 2 – Plan of feature 
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Fig 3 – Section 1       Fig 4 – Section 2 
 
 
 
 

97/5b 
Colchester 
Rear of 82/83 Hythe Hill 
TM 01379 24683 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
Trenches 1.5 to 1m deep. Build up of dark soil. Post-Medieval material present. 
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97/7e 
Colchester 
Gavin Way, Maybury Gardens, 
TM 00554 28444 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - new housing estate – negative 
 
Summary 
New housing estate off Gavin Way. If signboards are to be believed, then this area is to be called “Maybury 
Gardens”. Footings for four new houses were seen (see location sketch). Nothing archaeological was seen. 
Below 0.3m of modern plough soil, the trenches cut 0.7m into boulder clay (not the chalky type). 

 
 
 

97/8b 
Colchester 
Berechurch Road, Territorial Army Centre 
TL 99286 22957 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - foundation work for new building - negative 
 
13/08/97 – Topsoil taken off over 30x50m area of proposed building with toothed bucket – nothing visible 
except very modern bits (asbestos, brick, etc). Just beginning to strip off down to maximum excavation depth 
(300mm) – nothing visible as yet. They seem to be coming down onto natural in the NW corner of the 
building, but not elsewhere. 
15/08/97 – Excavation virtually complete. Nothing visible – excavation is not quite deep enough to penetrate 
modern deposits masking natural (and/or any archaeological remains). 
 
Finds – none. 
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97/9a 
Colchester 
155 Magdalen Street 
TM 00178 24792 
Howard Brooks 
 
Infilled cellar and post-medieval ditch recorded in footings for new housing.  
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01/09/97 – Apart from a small bare patch, whole site is covered in brick rubble following demolition. A trench 
in the east side of the adjacent site, also being developed, was inspected – no results (modern topsoil and 
brick over natural sand). 
 
 

 
Plan of site, with references to sections below 
 
05/09/97 – See plan. Area A cleared down to reduced level, down onto modern topsoil with brick rubble, but 
nothing visible (mainly due to machine tracking up and down on it). 
 
09/09/97 – Area B now reduced down, but still modern topsoil showing. It would appear that there is quite a 
depth of topsoil on this site. Whether it is “made ground” is not known. 
 
17/09/97 – Footings trenches open at last. Features visible were as follows: on east edge of site, what 
appeared to be an infilled cellar, full of loose bricks. The front edge of this (i.e. south edge) line up with rear 
edge of the adjacent property. In the two wall trenches to the west, a similar sized feature was seen in both – 
apparently a post-medieval ditch slightly (from 2 to 2.5m) and moving slightly north as it went west. Several 
sketches were made to record soil profiles on the site. 
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Pit section at  E on above plan 
 

 
 
Pit section at F on above plan 
 
 

 
Section at D on above plan 
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97/9b 
Colchester 
22 Straight Road 
TL 96414 24997 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief – too far east to see Triple Dyke ditch 
To judge by the position of the house, which lies quite far back (east) in its plot, this is probably too far east to 
see the triple dyke. 
 
29/09/97 – Footings trenches for 3×1m extension in the NE angle of the existing house were seen and 
sketched. Footing trenches were dug down to 0.9m onto natural gravel. Nothing archaeological was seen. 

 
Fig 1 – Sketch site plan 

 
Fig 2 – Sketch section 
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97/9c 
Colchester 
28 Fitzwalter Road 
Howard Brooks 
TL 976 248 
 
Watching brief - house extension – negative 
 
11/09/97 – Contractors had just started digging footings. Nothing seen in the ?10% already dug out. Typical 
profile sketched: From modern ground level – 35cm of medium grey/brown silty topsoil over 55cm (to 
maximum depth) of pale orange/brown sandy or silty gravel. 
12/09/97 – Remainder of trenches open. Nothing here. 
 

 
Fig 1 – Site location  
 

 
Fig 2 – Sketch site plan  
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Fig 3 – sketch section 
 
 
 

97/9f 
Colchester 
Hilly Fields 
TL 9871 2529 
Howard Brooks 
 
A 'Colchester Samian' mould fragment from Hilly Fields, Colchester 
This discovery reported to CAT by Mr Hamilton-Smith and Mr Bone. The fragment came from the upcast of 
an animal burrow. The find spot is only a few metres N of the site of Hull's kiln 21 – the Samian kiln (Hull 
1963, figure 9). The mould fragment, representing some 35mm of the mould’s rim, is exactly comparable to a 
fragment of Colchester Samian Pottery A, as illustrated in Hull (1963), plate XI top. The fabric is pale 
terracotta orange, close to Munsell 5yr 6/8 reddish yellow when its dry. It is difficult to measure the diameter 
of this small fragment, but it would probably be very close to Hull's diameter of 10.25 inches (260mm). The 
find has been presented to Colchester Museums. 
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Fig 1 – Find location 

 
Fig 2 – Samian Mould. 
 
Reference Hull, MR, 1963 Roman Potters’ Kilns of Colchester, Research Committee of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London Vol 21 
 

 
97/9g 
Colchester  
Greenstead, land adjacent to St Andrew's Church (now, probably, Whitehorn Close) 
TM 01890 24970 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief – negative (loose Roman brick) 
 
05/09/1997 – See attached plan. Site had been scraped of topsoil, and most of it was visible, except where 
huts, loo and spoil heap were located, or where obscured by vehicle tracks. Nothing visible except the edge 
of an old field ditch on the inner side of the west site boundary. This is not dated but not necessarily very old. 
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The north edge of the site, as clearly marked out by a paint line and defined by a block of mesh fence, ran 
across the sloping edge of the old church graveyard. Whether or not there were graves in this thin triangle of 
land is not known to me, but I did see several fragments of grave memorial – a marble edging piece and a 
fragment of decorated work, maybe a headstone. The contractors said, and I have no reason to doubt them, 
that these came out of a pile of rubbish in the churchyard which they had been specifically ask to clear up. It 
was quite clear where they had dropped the bucket of the hymac into the church area and scrapped back, 
removing the turf as well as any rubbish. I saw no dug holes, and I am sure that these grave fragments had 
not been grubbed out. 
 
09/09/97 – Following a phone call to say work had officially commenced, I paid a visit, only to find that 
nothing had happened, except that a few metal marker rods had been put in. 
 
25/09/97 – Half the footings trenches are now dug out. Only pure natural visible. North site edge has been 
trimmed back, exposing gravelly topsoil but nothing else. 
 
Finds 
There were two certain fragments and a possible fragment of Roman brick found loose on site. 
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97/10c 
Colchester 
Rear of 64 Oaklands Avenue 
TL 96442 24073 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief – negative 
 
Footings trenches were examined. Nothing archaeological seen, but there is a large water main running rear 
of all these properties at 1.8m below modern ground. Typical section was 30cm of mid brown, loamy, pebbly 
topsoil; over 30cm of pale yellow brown brickearth (cover loam); over natural orange/brown sandy gravel. 
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Fig 1 
 

97/11a 
Colchester 
18 Beverley Road,  
TL 98624 24739 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - replacement of old drain line - negative 
 
12th

 

November 1997 – En-route to another watching brief, I noticed a contractor removing concrete rubble 
from driveway on south side of house. This is the area of Roman cemetery. Topsoil had not yet been 
penetrated. Contractor said he was replacing existing drains over the next few days, but not every day. 
 
14th November 1997 – Nothing happening yet 
 
17 November 1997 – Most of west part of trench now dug out (From road to west side of house). Trench is 
700mm deep near house, 300mm on road edge. Stratigraphy at deep end is 650mm of very dark grey topsoil 
with occasional brick fragments. Everywhere in trench it is broadly the same proportion of topsoil/subsoil, i.e. 
about 300mm topsoil to 50mm of exposed natural at road edge. Natural is gravelly sand. 
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97/11b 
Colchester 
9 Queens Road 
TL 85754 28983 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - house extension -negative 
 
11th November 1997 – Building work for new rear extension. Topsoil clearance had begun, but more yet to 
come. No finds. 
 
12th November 1997 – Most trenches open now open. Nothing seen in them. There is quite deep topsoil on 
this site. This is evidence of former deep cultivation here – the site owner confirms that there was a nursery 
here. 
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97/11d 
Colchester 
Hole in Cambridge Road,  
TL 98494 24480 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - Hole to find water main - negative but deep topsoil 
 
This is in the area of Roman burials. 
 
Modern sewer or water main trench was picked up in trench of Cambridge Road. Nothing archaeological 
seen, but there was a surprising depth of topsoil here – up to 1.9m deep, below the 0.3m capping of 
tarmac/gravel/brick/rubble. The sections were sketched. 
 

 
Fig 1 – Rough site plan 
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Fig 2 – Site location 
 
 

 
Fig 3 – 1 = Mid brown topsoil, 2 = Fill of trench whose edge is 3 band of yellow sand and topsoil, 3 = Edge of 
modern sewer trench, 4 = Surprising depth of topsoil, as 1, 5 = natural gravel sand channel. 
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97/12a 
Colchester 
286 Shrub End Road 
TL 96952 23070 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching Brief - new houses - negative 
 
Negative watching brief on the two northern properties but too late to see southern property.  

 
 
 

97/12d 
Colchester 
7 Oaks Drive 
TL 98704 25071 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching Brief - house Extension - negative. 
Observation of footings trenches for miniscule rear extension. Nothing archaeological seen. Typical section 
was 30cm of garden topsoil; over 55cm of natural sand.  

 
Fig 1 – Rough site plan 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 351 

 
Fig 2 – Section sketch 
 

 
98/2a 
Colchester 
Lexden, 300 Straight Road 
TL 96766 23509 
Stephen Benfield, Sarah Carter 
 
Watching brief - negative 

 
 
Fig 1 – Site location 
 
05/02/1998 – Site visit. Concrete not up yet. Should be ready for full inspection tomorrow. 
06/02/1998 – Workmen had hit water pipe, all work suspended. Should be ready for visit on Monday PM 
(concrete Thursday at earliest). 
09/02/1998. Extension and garage footings trenches seen. Only natural gravel at between 50-70cms down. 
Nothing archaeological.  
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Fig 2 – Rough site plan 
 
 
 
98/2b 
Colchester 
North Station Road, Northgate Centre (Old Railway Mission) 
TL 99328 25913 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief – Roman road gravel 
 
Summary: Footings trenches were being dug out for link between south block (former Railway Mission) and 
north block (former Sunday School)  of the Northgate centre. Trenches were inspected. Gravel was seen in 
two trenches. This is almost certainly the Roman road from North Gate across Colne at North Bridge. 
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Report 
In west trench, from south to north, the top of Roman? demolition debris (clay with tile) at 1.5m below 
modern ground; a large pit (presumably post-medieval), cutting edge of a deposit of gravel. In east trench, a 
huge pit down to 1.8m cutting a deposit of gravel at about 1.3m down, and about 0.8m deep. 
 
These two gravel deposits could easily be Roman road gravel. Taking into account the position of the 
buildings and gravel patch recorded north of this site (then the Midland, now HSBC bank) is it possible that 
this is the line of the Roman road north of North bridge? If the road passes west of Midland bank (and not 
well to the east of North Station Road, as is assumed), then its west edge is limited by the position of the 
1880 mosaic floor. Admittedly, this is a serious problem to there being a road here, because one would not 
expect a floor like this so close to the road frontage. Another problem is a line through the Midland bank 
gravel and the Northgate Centre gravel does not pass either across North Bridge or through Northgate 
without a little kink. Perhaps (though less likely, I think) is gravel in a courtyard rear of the Roman houses on 
North Station Road, or else an alley between them.  
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Fig 1 – Site location 
 

 
Fig 2 – Site plan 
 

 
Fig 3 – Site plan 
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Fig 4 – Section 1 
 

 
Fig 4 – Section2 
 
 
 

 
Fig 5 – Section 3 
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98/2c 
Colchester 
Rear of 1 St Clare Drive 
TL 97426 25110 
Howard Brooks 
 

Watching brief – rear conservatory – negative 
The site is in the vicinity of the Lexden Cemetery, and immediately south of a reported Laver ditch (Hawkes 
& Crummy, 1995, Inventory 62). Building of new conservatory. Footings trenches inspected. Nothing seen. 
Typical stratigraphy was 40cm of garden topsoil over 40cm of orange gritty gravel.  
 

 
Fig 1 – Rough site plan 

 
Fig 1 – Rough section sketch 
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98/2d 
Colchester 
Former St. Leonard Works, Hythe  
TM 01140 24655 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - new residential development – negative 
 
 

 
A Watching Brief at the Former St. Leonard Works, Hythe,  
 
Summary 
The site was visited on 5 occasions by a field archaeologist from the Colchester Archaeological trust during 
the footings for two new terraces of houses along the frontage of St Leonard’s Road were monitored. The 
concrete slab of the former works directly sealed natural sand. No significant archaeological remains were 
found to be present and all features and material observed were clearly of recent origin. In this respect no 
detailed recording was carried out, nor any finds retained, although a limited photographic record was made.  
 
Details of site visits: 
S Benfield 5

th
 February 1998 1hr 

S Benfield 3
rd

 March 1998 1hr 
H Brooks 4

th
 March 1998 0.5hr 

(Visit combined with watching brief at Dolphin Yard, Hythe) 
H Brooks 5

th
 March 1998 1hr 

H Brooks 6
th
 March 1998 1hr 

 
 

 
Fig 1 – Site plan 
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Fig 2 – Site plan 
 
 

98/2e 
Colchester 
Turner Rise, Area C2 (Persimmon Homes) 
TL 99714 26478 
Stephen Benfield  
Accession code: 1998.17 
 

Watching brief - new housing - Roman and post-medieval material residual in later contexts. 
(a summary of this work is included in CAT Report 322 , by Don Shimmin) 
 
Roman roof tile and brick/tile found in foundation trenches on east side of site C2 (see plan). This was in 
mixed deposits of building rubble (brick/tile) visible in the sides of the trenches. The material ranged in date 
range from Roman to post-medieval. The trench sides were stiff smeared clay, and so one could not tell with 
any clarity whether this was a linear feature (ie, ditch), or whether some of the material had been smeared 
around by the machine. In at least one trench the material was contained in a feature which extended below 
the depth of the excavated footing (find no. 1). 
 
Finds list 
Bag no. Description 
1  2 Roman tegula fragments 
  1 ?peg tile fragment (post-medieval) 
  1 Delft sherd (post-medieval) 17-18

th
 century 

2  1 imbrex 
  2 fragments Roman tile 
  1 tile probably modern 
3  1 Roman tile fragment 
  1 septaria fragment  
 
Some other post-medieval to modern tile and brick not collected. 
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Area C detail  

 
Fig 1 – Finds location map – east side 
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Fig 2 – Finds location map – west side 
 

 
98/3b 
Colchester  
Maldon Road, “Oaklea” 
TL 95379 22230 
Howard Brooks 
 

Watching brief - house extension -  negative 
Following instruction that this property was opposite the Zoo, I found a deserted and unnamed property 
opposite the Zoo, but there was nobody about. It was only when the builders rang to ask where I was that I 
realised I had gone to the wrong site (builders often fail to start on the appointed day). Eventually went to 
correct property (which is not really opposite the Zoo except in the broadest of senses). 
 
Open footings trenches inspected, nothing seen. Typical soil profile sketched. 
 

 
Fig 1 – Site location 
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Fig 2 – Rough site plan 
 

 
Fig 3 – Sketch section      
 

 
 
Fig 4 – Rough site plan 
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98/3d 
Colchester  
8 Lockhart Avenue 
TL 98050 25199 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - house extension - negative 
Open footings trenches inspected, nothing seen. Typical soil profile sketched. 

 
Fig 1 – Rough site plan 
 

 
Fig 2 – Section sketch 
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98/4a 
Colchester 
Monkwick, Infants School 
TM 00012 22791 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - small extension to class room block - negative 
 

 

A Watching Brief at Monkwick Infants School, Monkwick, Colchester 
 

Stephen Benfield 

 
TM 00012 22791 

 
 
One visit was made by a field archaeologist (S. Benfield) from CAT on 28

th
 April when the whole area of the 

footprint of the new building had been stripped of topsoil. The only feature observed appeared to be 
connected with a recent drain and contained a whole modern brick. The spoil heap was also inspected for 
loose finds, but nothing archaeological was seen. So, no further record was made and no finds were 
retained.  
 
 
 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 364 

98/5a 
Colchester  
London Road, Beacon End Farm  
TL 94377 25708 
Stephen Benfield  
 
Watching brief - new housing estate - negative 
 
15th May 
On west edge of house plots 13/14 (see fig 1), the edge of a larger feature date unknown, and a large 
modern feature with bits of buried vans and oil drums etc. dumped by builders. 
 
19th May 
On footings for no. 13, negative. On west edge of footings for no. 15, remains of a brick structure. Bricks 
9x4x2.5 inches.  
 

 
 
Fig 1 – Site location 
 
 
98/5c 
Colchester  
1 Park Road (plot north of)  
TL 9820 2489 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief – new house – gravel, but not Roman road.  
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Background 
The site, north of 1 Park Road, was formerly part of the Maternity hospital property, but was sold off by the 
developer of the adjacent Sovereign Crescent site as a separate plot with planning consent for a detached 
house. 
 
Report 
The excavation of 70cm wide wall foundation trenches for a detached house was watched over a period of 
two days. At only one point (mark ‘A’ on the plan) was anything approaching an uninterrupted sequence of 
soil stratigraphy observed. Here, 30cm of topsoil (L1) sealed 30cm of pale brown gravelly sandy loam (L2), 
which in turn rested on natural reddish brown gravelly sand. Although the site lies close to the conjectured 
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course of a Roman road, the stony content in L2 did not have the compacted appearance of intact road 
metalling. In this connection, it is worth noting that recent larger-scale observations in the adjoining part of 
the Sovereign Crescent development have shown there to be a naturally high gravel content in the subsoils 
of the surrounding area.  
 
Elsewhere, the trenching revealed various 20th century disturbances (on plan) which cut into natural sand 
and included a cellar, hospital foundations and service trenches. A particularly deep disturbance was 
encountered at ‘B’ on the plan, where a pit, apparently recently dug for tree removal, extended to a depth of 
3.8m.  
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98/5d 
Colchester 
36 Queens Road 
TL 98347 24558 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief – extension - negative  
12/05/1998 – Not ready yet, return tomorrow. 
13/05/1998 – Observation of miniscule extension off south edge of existing house. Typical soil profile was 
sketched, some evidence that the ground level has been raised here.  

 
Fig 1 – Rough site plan 

 
Fig 2 – Sketch section 
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98/5g 
Colchester  
6 Ashley Gardens 
TL 98306 25033 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching brief - house extension - negative 
 
Summary 
7th May 1998 
Observation of footings for two-celled extension off SE corner of house. Typical section:  

Top 20cm of topsoil already removed. 
30cm of medium brown topsoil containing flue tile fragment – late 2nd or 3rd century type. 
30cm of dark brown buried soil horizon? Modern. 
20cm of medium brown soil. 
20cm of natural gravelly sand (to trench bottom). 

 
20th May 1998 
Observation of footings for another extension around the N end of the existing house, but lying mainly off its 
NE corner. Typical soil profile drawn as follows: 

0.5m of medium to dark brown topsoil. 
0.5m of dirty (disturbed) gravels. 

However, a feature was observed in the trench bottom at the extreme NW extension, at 1m (under the 
disturbed gravels), containing fragments of brick, peg-tile, and charcoal. Probably post-medieval. 
 
No further visits required. 

 
Fig 1 – Rough plan of trenches and feature 
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Fig 2 – Rough section sketch 
 
 
 

98/7b 
Colchester 
Lower Castle Park, new tree hole near path W. of upper bowling green 
TL 99941 25606 approx 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - tree planting – Roman finds 
 
Summary 
A hole to allow the planting of a new cedar in Lower Castle Park was hand excavated by CAT. The hole was 
north of the break in the wall near the old mess hall (i.e. the break west of Duncan’s Gate) and was just on 
the east side of the path which leads past the lower bowling green and out to Leisureworld. 
 
The hole digger (Nigel Rayner) reports that material through which the hole was dug was surprisingly stony, 
and contained much Roman tile. Finds recovered from the hole included: 

2 frags Roman brick (440g) 
1 frag Roman imbrex tile (380g) 
2 frags tegulae (295g) (one with animal footprint) 
3 indeterminate tile/brick frags, probably Roman 

1 septaria lump (100g) 
1 ?peg tile (20g) 

 
HB went to castle park to make a sketch of the tree hole. Unfortunately, when I got there, there was already 
a tree in the hole.  
 
An obvious source for so much Roman building material would be the interval tower which was hacked off 
the rear side of the Roman town wall in 1853 (Hull, Roman Colchester, pg 35), only 60cm from here, but 
there is no mortar on these pieces, so another source must be sought.  
 
 

98/7c 
Colchester 
17 Fitzwalter Road (rear of)  
TL 97673 24845 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - new septic tank - negative 
While doing a watching brief next door (no. 19), I noticed that there were people wheeling out barrow loads 
of soil from behind the property. Aha! I thought. So I went to look. Workmen were digging out a 1m2, 2m 
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deep pit for a new septic tank, to pick up an existing drain line. I suppose I saw it at the ideal time, when they 
had just hit natural, but there was nothing archaeological visible. Position sketched.  
 

 
 

98/7d 
Colchester 
19 Fitzwalter Road, adjacent to  
TL 97614 24813 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - new garage construction - negative 
Footings trenches (1m deep) for new garage on east side of the existing house. Nothing archaeological 
seen. Natural clay/gravel at 800mm below modern ground.  
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98/7e 
Colchester 
4 Victoria Road (rear of) 
TL 98486 24679 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - new house construction - negative 
Initial visit – nobody there, though we were told work would begin today. 
 
Tuesday 14th July 1998 
Popped in again, but nothing happening. Spoke to owner on phone – next Monday definitely!  
 
Monday 20th July 1998 
Saw open footings trenches. Nothing archaeological seen. Surprising depth of topsoil here. Stratigraphy 
seen was 300mm of modern turf over recent dumped sandy gravel (not more than a few decades old at 
most), over 1.1m of dark grey topsoil (the old land surface); over 300mm sandy orange clay (natural clay). 
 
 

98/7f 
Colchester 
4 Elianore Road 
TL 97885 25292 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief – extensions – negative 
Saw open footings trenches. Nothing archaeological seen. Stratigraphy in 1m deep footings was between 
400 and 600mm of topsoil and over 600-400mm sandy gravel (natural). 

 
 
Fig 1 – Rough site plan 
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Fig 2 – Sketch of typical section 
 
 
98/8a 
Colchester 
51 Victoria Road (rear of)  
TL 98347 24398 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - house extension - negative 
 
4

th
 August 1998 

Footings trenches for new extension off west face of house seen by PC. Nothing archaeological. 
 
5

th
 August 1998 

Ground reduction over area east of new extension seen by HB. Ground reduction did not penetrate topsoil, 
so nothing visible.  
 
There may be more work in a month or two. 
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98/8b   
Colchester 
Magazine Farm Way (off), Bluebottle Grove,  
TL 97422 24568 approx 
Howard Brooks 
 
Recording of exposed sections of Lexden Dyke at Bluebottle Grove. 
CAT were contracted out by Colchester Borough Council (Colchester Museums Service) to carry out 
recording of exposed sections of Bluebottle grove prior to reinstatement. 
 
At several places along the length of the Bluebottle Grove earthworks natural slippage and erosion by 
bicycles and foot traffic had exposed the underlying soil – whether face of ditch or side of bank. Our brief was 
to clean up the exposed sections, and draw them. The locations of the exposed sections were recorded by 
measuring south along the path (which runs on top of the bank) from the prominent post which stands at the 
north end of the earthwork. 
 
This not finished – complex drawings to do – see file. 
 

 

 
98/8d 
Colchester 
5 Highfield Drive 
TL 9846 2509 
Carl Crossan  
 

Watching brief - rear extension - negative 

 
Imagery and map data © 2017 Google 
 
No archaeologically significant features were noted in 50cm wide by 1.2m deep wall foundation trenches for 
a 6.5m by 4m extension at the rear (north side) of the house. This was based only on a morning visit when 
the E and part of the N trench were open. When visited again in the afternoon the remaining trenches were 
found to have been dug out and concreted, in spite of earlier assurance from the contractor that there was to 
be no concreting that day.  
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98/8f 
Colchester 
15 Inglis Road, Colchester 
TL 98807 24608 
Howard Brooks  
 

Watching brief- house extension with garden works - negative. 
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Groundworks rear of house for alteration to garden and footings trenches for new conservatory-shaped 
extension were inspected. 
 
Nothing archaeological seen. Uniform stratigraphy was 3 feet of dark brown topsoil with moderate amounts 
of gravel, over natural orange gravelly sand.  
 

 
98/9a 
Colchester  
Maldon Road, Priory Lodge 
TL 95346 22170 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - detached garage - negative 
Excavation for footings for a new, detached 6m x 6m garage were inspected (the garage lies south and east 
of the existing bungalow). One feature was observed, a rather soily linear feature running along the south 
edge of the garage plot. This is almost certainly the ditch of an old hedge line which can still be seen in the 
next property, heading right for this spot.  
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98/9c 
Colchester 
Dugard Avenue/Grymes Dyke 
TL 96258 23759 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - negative 
This work involved the observation of groundworks in connection with the building of a crossing point (or 
“Refuge”, as they are trendily known) in the middle of Dugard Avenue, at the point where it crosses Grymes 
Dyke. Work is to be quite shallow, typically 300mm. Marking out today, digging tomorrow. HB visited because 
this work is due to happen, and Highways Department had not told us. 
 
15th September 1998 
Work in progress on south pavement. Far too shallow for us to see anything (just modern concrete). 
 
21st September 1998 
Nothing to record.  
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98/9d 
Colchester 
Sheepen Road, Colchester Institute (H Block),  
TL 98936 25606 
Howard Brooks, Stephen Benfield 
 
Watching Brief - drain run Block H to K and lift shaft -  LIA and Roman pottery 
 

 
 
26th June and 20th July 1998 
Telecom’s by HB to ask about progress – none yet. 
 
28th August 1998 
Site visit to inspect drain run between blocks H and K. Despite much modern disturbance, Late Iron age and 
Roman sherds were recovered from the loose spoil at the point indicated on plan. 
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7th September 1998 
Site visit to inspect lift shaft on south end of H block (opposite F block). The cut was 3m2 and 1.4m deep, 
and the section was drawn. Top consisted of modern paving slab over sand/topsoil mix make-up. This lay 
over a medium brown topsoil, which looked and felt post-medieval. There was a gravel layer at the bottom of 
the cut, but the fact that it sealed yet more of the post-medieval topsoil means it is probably not ancient. The 
gravel may slump into an underlying feature. 
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Lift shaft plan 

 
List shaft section 
 
Finds 
Quantity Wt       Description 
1  25g      Pinkish mortar with red and white inclusion. Is this op sig or modern? 
12  175g Late Iron age or Roman sherds, not particularly diagnostic. 
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98/10a 
Colchester  
33 Crouch Street 
TL 9942 2551 
Howard Brooks 
 
Recording of exposed Roman town wall 
 
This site was reported in CAT Report 144 (Crummy, Crossan et al 2000, 6), from which the following 
summary text is taken:  
 

98/10a rear of?? no 33 Crouch Street 
A section of town wall was exposed at the rear of no 33 Crouch Street when the shop was being 
refitted. Only core was exposed as the wall face had been cut back to a distance of about 0.8 m. A 
measured sketch and some photographs of the exposed wall are included in the archive. 
 
Fieldwork: H Brooks. 

 
Below are the archive report text and figures 

 
The shop is being refitted, and lots of internal decor has been removed. There is a stretch of the Roman 
town wall visible at the back (north) of the shop. This only occupies about the eastern third of the back of the 
shop, the rest being brick infill over a spot where the wall has been long removed (presumably).  
 
If one leaves the shop by the door in its NW comer, one enters a passage running along the rear part of the 
shop, where the wall face is visible.  
 
If one continues out of the building to the west, the shop to the west of No33, which (unlike no. 33) is not built 
up against the wall, has an outside passage where the wall is also visible. 
This wall exposed in the shop is not original wall face, but only part of the core, as the wall has previously 
been hacked back by about 0_8m, and painted over. To judge by the freshness of the paint, the wall has 
probably been exposed for some time. A measured sketch has been made of the dimensions of the exposed 
part, though no detailed drawings were made because only rubble wall core was exposed. 
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The shop fitters assured me that the client wanted the Roman wall left exposed. 
 
Finds: None 
 
Reference 
CAT Report 144, 2000, Colchester town wall: miscellaneous sites from 1987 to 2000, on behalf of Colchester 
Borough Council. By Philip Crummy, with contributions by C Crossan, S Garrod, K Orr, D Shimmin 
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98/10c 
Colchester 
Highwoods, Little Jays 
TM 00974 27205 
Howard Brooks 
 

Watching brief – never happened 
 
28

th
 October 1998 

Initial site visit. Contractors has just started to lay out pathways etc. Some trees had already been removed, 
and it was possible to peer into the tree holes – nothing was seen. 
 
Main groundworks were due to start towards Christmas. They will ring and tell us. They never did. 
 
 

 

99/2a 
Colchester 
144 North Station Road, George’s Car Wash 
TL 9930 2634 
Carl Crossan 
 

  
 
Watching brief - new car wash building - negative 
Watching brief was curtailed after two visits. Having discovered that the concrete slab for the garage which 
formerly occupied the site was 0.45m thick, engineers decided to retain it for the base of the new car wash 
building. Observation was limited to one trench at the site frontage, three foundation trenches E of the slab, 
and a drainage trench. Apart from the two exceptions noted below, the stratigraphy appeared to be 
composed of modern (19th-20th century) deposits, mostly associated with the construction of the railway 
bridge embankment which adjoins the N side of the site. Earlier material was observed in Trench 1 at the 
front of the site, which 45cm of concrete sealed 70cm of brown loamy sand with a silty texture in places, a 
uniformly clean soil which appeared to be natural. Terracing at the same level as the garage ground slab 
disturbed most of trench 2, leaving an intact east section in which 10cm modern material sealed a brown silty 
clay loam, probably natural, which extended beyond the bottom of the 1.3m deep trench.  
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99/3a 
Colchester 
Kirkee and McMunn Barracks 
TL 9845 2315 
Carl Crossan  
 
Watching brief - new building – negative 
Groundworks for 12x12.5m detached unit involved stripping flat grassed area 25cm deep and 
excavation of stanchion holes / strip foundations to a 2m deep. Stripping revealed three 19th-20th 
century rubbish pits, two of which were subsequently cut by the foundation trenches and found to 
be 1.1m and 1.3m deep. Their contents included: (pit 1) heavily rusted sheet iron, copper-alloy belt 
buckle, yellow frogged brick fragment, (pit 2): iron fragments, also a porcelain jar lid. Pit 3, 
unexcavated, displayed a similar upper fill with traces of iron. This material was discarded on site.  
 

Stratigraphy free from intrusions: 
L1: 12cm. Turf/topsoil, redeposited 
L2: 12cm to 55cm. Mid greybrown fine sandy silt loam subsoil.  
L3: 55cm to bottom of trenches. Natural. A reddish brown loamy sand with a medium to high gravel 
content. 
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Trenching for the north and west walls was not observed.  
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99/3b 
Colchester 
12 Ashley Gardens 
TL 9825 2504 
Howard Brooks, Colin Austin  
Museum Accession code: 1999.57 

 
 
Watching brief - new house construction - residual Roman pottery in modern features, 
otherwise negative. 
NB this was an empty plot between nos. 11 and 13 Ashley Gardens, so it is probably the new no. 12. 
 
Observation of earth moving on plot to north of existing 13 Ashley Gardens, off Lexden Road, prior to 
building of a new house. The site slopes down to the north quite considerably, therefore ground reduction to 
make a level site involved moving of a minimal amount on the north side (0.15-0.3m) but much more on the 
south edge (1.1m). 
 
Generally speaking, the ground reduction did not penetrate topsoil on the north or north-east edge of the site. 
Only on the west edge was subsoil revealed, and only on the southern edge of the west side of the site was 
natural gravel exposed. A drawing of the typical soil profile was made at the point where the footings trench 
was cut along the west boundary. 
 
Two features were observed in the south-west angle of the site. Both were modern, and yielded the following 
finds:  
F1: 2 peg tile fragments     30g (discarded) 
 1 fabric 48 type -19th/20th century   1g 
 1 grey ware sherd, probably Roman (and residual) 2g 
F2: 1 modern brick fragment    10g (discarded) 
 1 peg tile fragment     3g (discarded) 

 
There were also unstratified finds as follows: 
4 iron nails        55g (discarded) 
1 modern brick fragment      30g (discarded) 
2 peg tile? Spalls      5g (discarded) 
1 clay tobacco pipe stem fragment    5g 
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1 flint flake – a flake may have been taken off this  5g 
1 grey sherd – probably Roman    5g 
1 buff sherd – probably Roman    2g 
2 orange sherds – Roman     2g 
1 rim of Roman storage jar      40g 
1 colour coat sherd with barbotine decoration. Probably Nene Valley, 3rd-4th century 
 

 
Fig 1 – Proposed site plans 
 
 
 

 
Fig 2 – Typical section sketch 
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99/3c 
Colchester  
40 Chitts Hill  
TL 9594 2557 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - front extension - negative 
One metre deep foundation trenches for a 4.5 x 2m extension at the front of the house revealed 
20cm garden topsoil above pale to mid brown natural clay. There were no obvious intrusions: the 
underlying clay was slightly stony at the south-west corner but this appeared to be a natural 
variation in the soil. 
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99/3e 
Colchester 
Colchester Royal Grammar School Playing Fields (off Athelstan Road) 
TL 9823 2436 
Howard Brooks, Sarah Carter 
 
Site near Colchester Roman Temple 6 - watching brief - negative 
There is an access roadway to Colchester Royal Grammar School playing fields off the north angle of 
Athelstan Road. One of Colchester’s Romano-Celtic temples lies under the playing field (Colchester IV – 
Hull, M.R., Roman Colchester, 1958, 236-40). 
 

A drain run was being cut between Athelstan Road and old pavilion, with shorter runs to a 
new portacabin, and south from the portacabin. This work was kindly brought to CAT’s 
attention by James Fawn.  
 
The drain was only 200mm wide and 600mm deep and its course is plotted on the site 
plan. With the exception of a short run south from the portacabin, the whole run was seen 
open. Nothing archaeological was seen in section, nor were there any finds in the spoil.  

 
Fig 1 – Site plan 
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Fig 2 – Site location in relation to Roman Temple (118 on Hull’s (1958) plan 

 
Fig 3 – Typical section sketch 
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99/5a 
Colchester 
Harwich Road (w. of St Matthews Church) 
TM 0190 2606 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - housing development - negative 

The site lies on the SE side of Harwich Road, opposite the junction with Hazelton Road. To 
the S and SW are areas of undetermined cropmarks (SMR plot 2497), which are now 
partly built over. 

 
Natural ground level here rises fairly steeply, so that the church and houses beyond the E 
boundary stand over 4m above the level at the W extremity of the site. At some time prior to the 
visit an existing terrace in the E part of the site had been lowered still further, leaving little prospect 
for the survival of any early features.  Area stripping had also occurred, leaving the entire site 
surface carpeted with a thick mix of hardcore and redeposited clay from piling bores for ten house 
foundations. The trenches for 600mm deep ground beams in the western part of the site were not 
observed as it was clear from the initial visit that the trenching here would barely penetrate beyond 
the depth of the imported hardcore. Ground beam trenches for a 20x6m block of three houses on a 
1:14 slope in the central area were inspected. These displayed a simple stratigraphy consisting of 
dumped hardcore sealing stiff natural clay (smeared) with no discernible features of possible 
archaeological significance. 

 
 
 
 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 391 

99/6e 
Colchester 
7 Lexden Court 
TL 98076 25059 
Howard Brooks 
 
 
Colchester Archaeological Trust 
 
Watching Brief Report 
 
7 Lexden Court  

 
Watching brief – extension - negative 

Footings were being cut for a new extension rear of the existing garage. Nothing 
archaeological was seen. Typical soil profile was sketched. There has been a lot of soil 
dumped here, presumably when this property was built. There was 45cm of recent topsoil 
over an older much darker original topsoil, which is now between 54cm (top) and 75cm 
(bottom) below modern ground. Below this was natural subsoil, a beige loamy clay. This 
extended to trench bottom at 1.4m below modern ground, where it was a lot cleaner, as if 
there had been some disturbance into the old subsoil.  

 



CAT Report 1000.  Volume 2: Colchester projects beyond the walls. October 2017 

 392 

Fig 1 – Site location 

 
Fig 3 – Site plan 
 
 

 
Fig 4 – Typical section sketch 
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99/7a 
Colchester 
35 Oaks Drive 
TL 9881 2522 
Carl Crossan 
 
 

Colchester Archaeological Trust 
Watching Brief Report 
Watching brief - conservatory construction - negative 
 
The property lies within the southern boundary of Scheduled Ancient Monument 
Essex 46. 
 
Ground disturbance involved a 40cm wide foundation trench for a 4m2 conservatory 
to be built on  N side of house. Local gardens have been artificially elevated to 
compensate for steep natural slope to the N. Trench had been dug to depths of 0.70 
– 0.85m, exposing only a thick deposit of modern make-up consisting of soil mixed 
with builders rubble. The contractor intends to continue to an overall depth of 1m 
before concreting the foundation. The lowest 15-30cm was not inspected as it was 
clear from the incline of the ground immediately east of the garden that this would still 
be within the made-up levels. 

 

  

 

 
(Not to scale. North at top) 
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99/9d 
Colchester 
13 Ashley Gardens 
TL 9825 2504 
Colin Austin 
 

 

Colchester Archaeological Trust 
Watching Brief Report 
 

TL 9825 2504 
 
Watching Brief - garage construction - post-medieval features with residual Roman material 

 
A previous watching brief was undertaken on 29th /30th March 1999.  A second visit was made to 
observe additional lowering of the ground level and inspection of footings trenches in advance of 
construction of a double garage. The reduction of ground level southwards from the previous line 
involved further topsoil and “older” dumped topsoil being removed. This revealed a large previously 
truncated rectangular cut F4, this is in turn being cut by a later feature F5 only seen in section 
(Sx4). The near vertical sides of F4 suggest a former construction cut which subsequently 
backfilled (plan & Sx3). The footings for the garage were to be a depth of 750mm or to the level of 
the natural sands. To the north, the footings have been cut to approximately 2m below the new 
ground level due to a considerable depth of F3 (plan & Sx2). This consisted of a near vertical and 
deep cut seen in the west and east sides of the footings trench. The deposit seen in section did not 
suggest an intrusive cut but rather the levelling up of previous terracing which may have related to 
the construction of the housing at the north end of the cul-de-sac. This is only a conjectural 
interpretation, based on the general topography of the locality.  
 
Finds: 
F3:  2 brick frags – modern     95g (discarded) 
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 3 peg tile frags     80g (discarded) 
 1 Roman grey ware sherd (residual)   2g 
 1 fabric 45mm modern stoneware   75g 
 1 fabric 45 German stoneware – 17th/18th century 27g 
F4:  2 septaria frags     135g (discarded) 
 1 Roman tile frag     20g 
 1 indetermine brick frag     5g (discarded) 
 2 Roman grey ware sherds (residual)  4g 
 1 fabric 51a flower pot 19th/20th century – writing 75g 
 on frag “MPANY NOTT” 
 2 post-Medieval wine bottle frags    365g 
 1 clay pipe frag – 19th/20th century   1g 
F5: 1 fabric 48d pottery 19th/20th century   2g 
 2 mortar frags      17g (discarded) 
 3 brick frags – modern    28g (discarded) 
 1 Roman pot sherd, very abraded (residual)  45g 

 
Fig 1 – Trench plan 

 
Fig 2 – Sx2 
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Fig 3 – Sx3 
 
 

 
Fig 4 – Sx 4 
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99/10a 
Colchester  
Lexden Road, Colchester Royal Grammar School, Colchester 
TL 9879 2488 
Howard Brooks 
Museum accession: 1999.144 
 
Watching brief - new teaching block – cremation pyres and Roman road 

 
Imagery and map data © Google 2017 

Red outline shows new building. Red disc is Roman gravel. 
 
Summary 
Observation of construction of new teaching block east of the Headmaster’s House revealed burnt patches, 
possibly cremation pyres (as seen previously on the same site). A deposit of gravel may have been the edge 
of the Roman Road from the junction at Gurney Benham House and Headgate or Balkerne Gate.  
 

15
th

 October 1999  watching machine clearance, and recording cleared areas and section. 
 
18

th
 October 1999  Rapid site visit, nothing to observe. 

 
19th and 22nd October 1999 Site visits to observe machine cleared areas. 
 

25
th

 October 1999  Site visit – Footings going in now. 
 

26thm, 28th, October, 2nd November 1999  visits with James Fawn to observe and discuss his recording work. 
 

9
th

 December 1999 Observation of gravel in section in extreme SE site corner (v close to north edge of standing building) 

 
Finds: 
F3: 2 brick frags - modern      95g (discarded) 
 3 peg tile frags      80g (discarded) 
 1 Roman grey ware sherd (residual)   2g 
 1 fabric 45m modern stoneware    75g 
 1 fabric 45 German stoneware – 17

th
/18

th
 century 27g 



 

 
A miscellany of Colchester and 
Essex sites:  1984-2000 
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85/9a 
Layer de la Haye 
Blind Knights Barn 
Carl Crossan 
TL 97605 19101 
 

Watching brief – negative 
 
Watching Brief on excavation of  1.5m x 2.5 m2 pits for underpinning main support posts of 
proposed Swimming pool. Typical pit section: Top 4cm Tarmac 8 cms. Mixed aggregate, stone 
and sand directly above reddish brown clay (natural). Nothing of interest.  Pit sections show 
modern tarmac floor on bed of aggregate directly above natural clay.  Earlier floor deposits 
seem to have been stripped at some stage. Negative.  

 

 
 

 
 
 

85/10b 
West Mersea 
Hall Barn, off High Street 
Carl Crossan 
TM 00979 12674 (if this is the Mersea Centre)   
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7/10/85: Photographed interior of barn, converted for use as Country Club; exterior faces ‘A’ 
and ‘B’, after stripping of weatherboarding; exterior, general views. Demolition contractor 
expects barn to be half exposed by Wednesday and fully exposed on Friday.  
 

11/10/85: Visited. Most of structure is exposed. South and most of the central wings still 
covered with weatherboarding. Much original structure here removed by recent alterations. 
Original structure is mainly of oak, heavily infested by woodworm.    
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87/5b 
Stanway 
Bellhouse Quarry 
TL 957 226 
Geoff Carter 
 

This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, fully published in Crummy and Benfield 
et al 2007.  See page 5 of that report for this trench. There is also a summary in Essex 
Archaeology & History 19 (1988), which is given here in full. 
 

42. Stanway, Bellhouse Quarry (TL 957226) 
G. Carter, C.A.T. 
An exploratory trench to locate a series of large enclosures to the west of Grymes Dyke 
suggests they probably belong to the first half of the 1st century A.D.   
 

Reference 
Crummy, Philip, Benfield, Stephen, Crummy, Nina, Rigby, Valery and Shimmin, 
Donald (2007) Stanway: An Elite Burial Site at Camulodunum'. Society for the Promotion of 
Roman Studies Monograph 24. 

 
 
87/11b 
West Bergholt  
Cooks Hall Road, The Old Rectory  
TL 95502 27263 
Carl Crossan 

 
Site inspection -  17th century drain 
05-11-87 
Brick-lined arched drain running northeast-southwest in crater left by a fallen tree.  Red brick, 
white very limey mortar (sample, X440).  Date unknown, possibly 17th century (Philip 
Crummy).  Wedge shaped, 108mm wide x 200mm long; height 48mm, increasing to 62mm at 
thickest side. 

 
Fig 1 
 
Approximate dimensions 0.6m wide (external) x 0.4m 
 
X series finds list   The Old Rectory, West Bergholt  87/11b November 1987 
440  Brick sample  c. 17th century?  Wedge-shaped brick from roof of arched drain 
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88/3c 
Stanway 
Stanway Hall Farm (Tarmac sand and gravel pit) 
TL 95452255 
Don Shimmin 

 
Stanway elite burial site 
This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, fully published in Crummy and Benfield 
et al 2007. See page 5 of that report for this trench. Below is the summary from Essex 
Archaeology & History 20 (1989) 
  

44. Stanway, Stanway Cropmark Group (TL 95452255) 
D. Shimmin, C.A.T. 
 

Rescue excavation in advance of gravel extraction on the W part of this cropmark site, 
immediately W of the defences of the Iron Age oppidum, revealed the ditches of a large 
rectangular enclosure and uncovered a smaller enclosure to the south. An isolated Late 
Iron Age cremation in a pottery vessel was recovered from the northern end of the large 
enclosure. Elsewhere, several prehistoric pits were excavated. A large quantity of mainly 
Middle-Late Iron Age pottery sherds and a triangular loomweight fragment were found. 
 

Previous Summaries: Priddy (ed.) 1988, 270 
Finds: C.E.M. 

 
Reference 
Crummy, Philip, Benfield, Stephen, Crummy, Nina, Rigby, Valery and Shimmin, 
Donald (2007) Stanway: An Elite Burial Site at Camulodunum'. Society for the Promotion of 
Roman Studies Monograph 24. 

 

 
 
 
88/11a 
West Mersea 
Church Road (Phoenix Close) 
TM 0083 1259 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Site inspection: Summary: Medieval? burials 
The Mersea museum curator reported that builders working on the construction of a new 
bungalow on the N side of Church Rd had encountered ?burials in the service trenches.  On 
visiting the site it was found that the trenches had been dug and no human remains were now 
visible.  However, the workmen confirmed that they had found human bones, and one had 
kept part of a skull.  The service trenches, about 0.5m deep and the same width, were located 
either side of the narrow entrance way leading to the larger building plot at the rear. The 
?burials are probably associated with the presumed site of the Benedictine Priory just to the 
south.  
 
NOTE: There is no doubt that the workmen had uncovered some human remains but whether 
these were in situ burials remains unproven.  The workmen said they had not found any 
human remains/burials in the footings and trenches for the construction of the bungalow itself. 
 
Note from Howard: the NGR is on the properties on the eastern side of what is now called 
Phoenix Close. However, I suspect the trenches were on the approach to the building on the 
west side of the close.  
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Fig 1 

 
 

 
90/11b 
East Mersea, tidal mud 
TL 0591 1389 
Carl Crossan 
 

Site inspection: negative 
In May 1990, a Mr Hat of Rainham saw a number of pits in the tidal mud at East Mersea. The 
pits were rectangular, approx 1.8m long x 1.2m wide and lined with decaying vegetable 
matter. This description is similar to that of EHER site 2169 (possible Roman oyster storage 
pools) situated c 200m NE of the location indicated by Mr Hat. 
 
Following this report, the area was visited, but no features corresponding to the description 
could be seen. The area does contain undulations which form shallow depressions (water 
filled, c. 2.5cm to 7.5cm deep) which vary widely in size. 
 

From HB – looks like the location given to CAT was wrong, and that Mr Hat was actually 
looking at the EHER site! 
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90/11c 
Stanway 
Stanway Fall Farm (Tarmac Pit). 
TL 95452255 
Don Shimmin 

 
This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, fully published in Crummy and Benfield 
et al 2007. Excavations described here are of Site A (Enclosure 1). Below are the summaries 
from Essex Archaeology & History 21, 22 (1990-91) 
 
 
 

40. Stanway (TL 95452255)  
D. Shimmin, C.A.T. 
Rescue excavation in advance of gravel extraction continued on a series of large Iron 
Age ditched enclosures located immediately west of Gryme’s Dyke and about 3/4 mile 
from the Gosbecks settlement. Further pits were excavated in the two western enclo-
sures, including Middle Iron Age features as well as those dating from the 1st century 
A.D. when the Iron Age oppidum was at its height. Finds include a fragmentary Late 
Iron Age bucket with iron and bronze binding from a pit in the largest enclosure. 
 
Previous Summaries: Priddy (ed) 1988, 270; Gilman (ed.) 1989, 168. 
Final Report: Colchester Archaeol. Rep. 
Finds: C.E.M. 
 
41. Stanway (TL 95452255) 
D. Shimmin, C.A.T. 
Excavation of the most westerly of a series of Iron Age enclosures was completed. 
Further pits, mostly of Middle Iron Age date, were uncovered, although a quantity of 
Late Iron Age pottery and a coin were recovered from the 
 enclosure ditch sections. It is hoped to resume work in 1991 on the eastern enclo-
sures. 
 
Previous Summaries: Priddy (ed) 1988, 270; Gilman (ed.) 1989, 168; 1990, 135. 
Finds: C.E.M. 
Final Report: C.A.T. monograph 

 
 
Reference 
Crummy, Philip, Benfield, Stephen, Crummy, Nina, Rigby, Valery, and Shimmin, 
Donald (2007) Stanway: An Elite Burial Site at Camulodunum'. Society for the Promotion of 
Roman Studies Monograph 24. 
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91/2a 
Stanway 
Stanway Hall Farm (Tarmac Pit). 
TL 95452255 
Don Shimmin 
 
This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, fully published in Crummy and Benfield 
et al 2007. Excavations described here are of Site A (Enclosure 1). Below is the summary 
from Essex Archaeology & History 23 (1992): 

 
32.  Stanway, Stanway Hall Farm (TL 9545 2255) 
D. Shimmin and C. Crossan, C.A.T. 
Five large ditched enclosures immediately west of Gryme’s Dyke and about 3/4 of a 
mile from the Gosbecks site are being destroyed by mineral extraction over a five-year 
period. Previous seasons’ excavations within Enclosure 1 and the northern part of 2 
revealed a scatter of pits of middle and late Iron Age date. This included an inurned 
cremation burial and the remains of an iron and bronze-bound chest similar in some 
respects to that from the Lexden Tumulus. 
     In 1991, limited excavation in Enclosures 3 and 4 has recovered an increasing body 
of evidence pointing to their funerary function. Notable features include a large timber-
lined mortuary chamber, containing scatters of cremated bone, broken pottery and 
other objects, in each of Enclosures 3 and 4.  
     A preliminary assessment of evidence provided by the large quantities of pottery re-
covered indicates a date of between A.D. 20-30 for the Enclosure 3 chamber and a 
post-conquest date, probably c. 60-75, for the burial in Enclosure 4. 
     Dominating the southern part of Enclosure 4 was a rectangular ‘sub-enclosure’ with 
a small amount of cremated bone in association with much burnt material and pottery 
in its ditch fill. Partial investigation of its interior has currently uncovered one small area 
of charcoal and molten copper alloy. Other major features located in the course of this 
season’s work include the main boundary ditches and entrances to both enclosures. 
     The two mortuary chambers are outstanding discoveries: although different in sev-
eral important respects, the remains have much in common with the Lexden Tumulus 
and seem to indicate a new variation of Iron Age funerary rite and are thus a significant 
contribution to a poorly understood and little studied class of monument. 
 
Previous Summaries: Priddy (ed.) 1988, 270; Gilman(ed.) 1989, 168; 1990, 135; 1991, 
159. 
Finds: C.A.T., to go to C.M. 
Final Report: to be decided. 

 
Reference 
Crummy, Philip, Benfield, Stephen, Crummy, Nina, Rigby, Valery, and Shimmin, 
Donald (2007) Stanway: An Elite Burial Site at Camulodunum'. Society for the Promotion of 
Roman Studies Monograph 24. 
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91/7b 
West Mersea  
St Peter and St Paul’s Church 
TM 00915 12502 
Joe Partridge 
 
Summary: two trenches prior to extensions of church : residual Roman finds, 
otherwise negative 
Two trial holes were excavated prior to proposed church extension. Trench ‘A’ was sited on 
the line of the proposed foundations for the eastern extension; similarly trench ‘B’ was sited 
on the line of foundations for the western extension. Trench ‘C’ is marked, although it was 
abandoned once modern pipes were uncovered. All three trenches were covered after 
excavations had finished. 
 
Trench ‘A’ 
A 1.5m x 1m trial hole was excavated to a depth of 1.12m. The western edge of the trial hole 
lay against the edge of the existing paving stones. The paving stones had been laid on a bed 
of stones and pebbles, disturbing any archaeological layers to a depth of 40cm. The paving 
only disturbed the soil directly beneath it, possibly only encroaching into the trial hole 5cm. 
 
Trench ‘A’ itself was very ‘clean’, the first 15cm to 30cm was a mid grey brown topsoil (Layer 
1), and beneath that, to a depth of 1.12m was a homogenous mid yellowish brown sandy 
loam (Layer 2). Finds were found in both L1 and L2. These were all disturbed and appeared 
to have no context. Human bone was found but it was similarly disturbed; the bone was 
residual and did not represent an ‘in situ’ inhumation. Two coffin fittings (handles) and a nail 
also seem to be associated with [later disturbance or intercutting of] graves. Other finds 
included peg-tile and flue tile, and two pot sherds, one possibly being Roman. None of the 
finds came from any particular context, and the varying ages of the finds further suggest that 
the soil was disturbed, there being no indication of any significant archaeological deposit in 
trench ‘A’. 
 
Trench ‘B’ 
A 1m x 1m trial hole was excavated to a depth of 76cm.  Similar to T‘A’, the first 10cm to 20cm 
was a mid grey brown sandy loam topsoil (L3); beneath Layer 3 was a homogeneous mid 
yellowish brown sandy loam (L4) - to an arbitrary depth of 76cm. No features of 
archaeological significance were found to this depth. L4 did contain finds of human bone, 
slate, tile (of varying ages) and sherds. The sherds ranged from Samian ware to medieval and 
recent sherds.  These finds and the disturbed residual nature of the human bone further 
suggest that any deposits are mixed and of very limited archaeological significance. 
 
Trench ‘C’ 
A 1m x 1m trial hole was opened, but at a depth of 15cm two modern pipes were uncovered.  
This trial hole was therefore abandoned and covered over with wooden boards. 
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Fig. 1 
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Fig. 2 
 
Finds 
X – series West Mersea, St Peter and St Paul EVAL  -  91/7B (17/07/1991) 
X series 

no 

  

501 Pot Roman and medieval Trench A, L2 

502 Fe objects post-Medieval Trench A, L2, residual graves (fit-
tings) 

503 Tile (peg and flue) Roman and medie-
val 

Trench A, L2 

504 Pot Roman and medieval Trench B, L4 

505 Tile Roman and post-medieval Trench B, L4 
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91/9a 
Messing, Easthorpe, Copford, Birch, Stanway 
Messing Lodge - Stanway Zoo Water Main 
NGR – see individual sections below 
Carl Crossan 
Museum accession: 1991.97 
 
This is the published summary of this project (Essex Archaeology & History 24, 1993): 

 
64. Stanway-Messing water main 
(TL 9013 1960-TL 9583 2232) 
C. Crossan, C.A.T. 
Results of a watching brief on this Anglian Water pipeline included the discovery of a 
probable prehistoric site at Copford (TL 930 222), observation of a section of the Gry-
mes Dyke ditch at Maldon Road, Stanway (TL 9579 2231) and the recording of se-
quences of road deposits at intervals along the course of a putative Roman road at 
Easthorpe (TL 9098 2142- TL 9210 2161). 
Finds: C.A.T.; to go to C.M. 

 
Below is the archive report: 

 
Pipeline watching brief - probable prehistoric site at Copford and Roman road 
at Easthorpe Road 
 
Introduction 
Between September 1991 and March 1992 Anglian Water laid a new 12 km main through the 
parishes of Messing, Easthorpe, Copford, Birch and Stanway.   
 
Most of the main was laid along the edges of fields adjacent to road. This involved the 
stripping of up to 300mm of ploughsoil to form 6m wide easement for plant, which then 
excavated a 300 mm wide pipe trench to depths of up to 1.5m from easement level.  
Observation consisted of fieldwalking the easement when freshly stripped of ploughsoil, 
followed by an occasional limited excavation and a selective watch on the trench-cutting. 
 
Results 
The distribution of medieval and earlier surface finds is shown in figures 1 and 2.  In addition, 
trenching in the areas noted below produced either fresh data on known sites or evidence of 
previously unsuspected activity: 
 
1 Easthorpe Road (TL 9098 2142 to TL 9210 2161) 
In Easthorpe village, the main was laid in a 300mm wide road trench which extended along 
the northern side of the Easthorpe Road for 450m from Wash Cottages to a point opposite the 
boundary between Little Badcocks house and paddock. Trenching the continued east for 
490m along the edges of fields to the south, before rejoining the Easthorpe Road at 
Kildegaard for a further 450m as far as the junction opposite Mulberry Cottages.  
 
This part of the route was subject to particularly close observation because it broadly followed 
the putative course of a Roman road (SMR 11731) for a length of 1.39 km.  The sequence of 
earlier road layers was at its clearest in trenches in the region of St Mary’s Church, where 
modern road material sealed three distinct deposits of small and medium stone, their 
thickness, respectively 0.1m, 0.13m and 0.21m, increasing in depth. The earliest of these 
appeared to rest on a natural subsoil of mid brown clay loam. No evidence of a roadway or 
associated ditch was found in the field trenches of the central stretch between Onslow 
Cottages and Kildegaard, where the cutting was located 6 m to the south of the modern road 
(other features revealed by the field trenching are described in a separate note below). 
However, at Kildegaard Cottage earlier road deposits reappeared where the route crossed 
diagonally from the field to the northern side of Easthorpe Road.  
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At that point a 0.4m thick stony layer extended from immediately below the modern road to 
the bottom of the part-filled trench, a depth of 0.7m. This layer may have consisted of 
separate deposits, although none could be distinguished and practical considerations 
prevented cleaning of the machine-dug section. From the roadway this material continued 
beneath the modern verge and ceased 1.1m to the S, where it gave way to clay loam subsoil 
of the type commonly found in the adjoining field. The only noteworthy observation in the 
roadworks to the E was in the trench opposite Kildegaard frontage. Here, a full section 
revealed a 0.5m depth of medium to small stones and gravel between the modern road 
surface and natural mid brown clay loam. Again, there was no obvious stratification within the 
layer but this may not be significant since conditions for inspection were less than ideal.   
 
Overall, the results were inconclusive: in addition to an absence of datable finds, observation 
was impeded in places by a high water table, and a potentially valuable cross-section at the 
junction with Well Lane failed to materialize due to disturbance from earlier service trenches. 
However, observation did establish that the modern Easthorpe Road overlies a sequence of 
earlier road deposits more substantial than those in the adjoining Well Lane and Mulberry 
Green Road and this tends to strengthen the case for its relative antiquity. In addition, the 
discovery of the probable southern edge of an earlier roadway at Kildegaard may assist in 
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any future fieldwork aimed at establishing its full extent and exact course in relation to 
boundaries along the modern road. 
 
2 South of Easthorpe Road (TL 9146 2150) 
To the E of Easthorpe village the trench was along the N edges of fields for 490m between 
Onslow Cottages and Kildegaard, its course crossing between two sets of north-south linear 
cropmarks (EHER 11804). Ploughsoil stripping revealed only modern field drains. Another 
nine features were noted in the pipe-trench sections. Of these, three were relatively modern 
and one was probably natural. Brief descriptions of the remaining five are given below: 
 

F1 ?Ditch, 0.85m wide, 0.6m deep.  Mirror image in opposite trench section.  9m E of zero point. 
F2 Pit, 0.5 m wide, 0.5 m deep.  Centred 13-45 m east of zero point. 
F3 ?Ditch, 0.6 m wide, 0.45 m deep.  Similar profile in opposite section, though heavily smeared.  

Centred 29.9 m east of zero point. 
F4 Pit or shallow ditch, 0.8 m wide, 0.3 m deep.  Similar profile in opposite section.  Light brown 

clay loam fill closely resembles fill of F5.  Centred 173-4 m east of zero point. 
F5 ?Ditch, 0.8 m wide, 0.5 m deep.  Similar profile in opposite section.  Fill closely resembles that 

in F4.  Centred 180-6 m east of zero point. 
 

All distances were measured from a zero point 50m east of the field boundary with Onslow 
Cottages. The pipe-trench followed a straight course roughly parallel to, and typically 6m 
from, the roadside verge. 
 
None of the features coincide exactly with the alignments of cropmark plots to the N  or S.  
However, allowing for some latitude between the two, it is possible that any or all of features 
1, 3 and 4 or 5 may be associated with the cropmarks, although this is highly speculative. 
 
3 Church Road, Copford (TL 9297 2255) 
The land adjoining the S side of Church Rd was heavily pitted. Finds from a 0.8m deep pit 
directly opposite the junction with Orchard Close included 10 frags of 12th to 13th century 
pottery in association with oyster shell, mortar, abraded tile, the last possibly of Roman origin. 
To the west, a second pit contained three fragments of Roman brick.  
 
4 Birch Road, Copford (TL9297 2221) 
Stripping revealed a stony clay loam subsoil cut by an irregular group of features which ex-
tended over a distance of 110m. The most distinct feature was a ring ditch, 3.6 m in external 
diameter, which enclosed a small pit containing (?)prehistoric pottery sherds. If a cremation 
burial, the pit contents appear to be incomplete since no bone could be identified and the 
sherds represent less than 10 per cent of a complete vessel. 
 
5 Birch Downs (North of Curates Cottage) (TL9353 2031) 
Between Priors Cottage and Lower Road, Birch, the pipeline route followed the S edge of a 
large field which contains extensive cropmarks of enclosures, pits, a trackway and field 
boundaries (EHER 11924). Along most of this stretch the groundworks proved to be too su-
perficial to expose early stratigraphy. The fringe of the field slopes down sharply toward the 
Birch Road and has been subject to an exceptionally deep accumulation of topsoil due to soil 
migration from the higher ground to the north. Twelve post- medieval features were identified. 
 
6 School Road/Orpen’s Hill, Birch (TL9423 2038) 
Ploughsoil stripping exposed a number of poorly defined linear features which appeared to 
form a rectangular plan set square to and fronting the modern road. Limited further investiga-
tion revealed a group of shallow gullies of uncertain date. 
 
7 Gryme’s Dyke South/Maldon Road (TL9579 2231) 
To the E of Colchester Zoo the main was laid in a 0.4 m wide trench located along the grass 
verge adjoining the N side of Maldon Rd. The trench intersected the course of Gryme’s Dyke 
South at an angle of approximately 65 degrees, revealing a poorly defined and incomplete 
section of the defensive ditch, but no evidence of the base of the bank. At this point in the 
verge topsoil and modern deposits lay directly above natural sand and ditch fill, indicating 
some loss of early levels. This may account for the absence of a bank and the modest size of 
the ditch, which was approximately 5m wide, allowing for the angle of intersection. 
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Pat Adkins examining a find 
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91/11a 
Wivenhoe 
High Street, Congregational Church 
TM 0387 2191 
Joe Partridge 
 
Project type: Negative Site inspection 
 
01/11/1991 
Visited in response to request from the minister, Angela Robinson. 
 
Feature 1: A circular depression, 1m diameter, in asphalt surface to NE of church, filled with brick rubble 
and stones.  Minister, who is new to the area, believes the subsidence took place some years ago and 
has not increased since.  Size and shape suggest a filled-in well. 
 
Feature 2: A pit, eight feet deep with much oyster shell in lower fill and occasional animal bone at 
various levels.  Width unknown.  Not observed.  Pit encountered two days previously during digging for 
foundations for rear extension to Minister’s bungalow on High Street south of the church.  See sketch, 
sheet 1.  Ground works concreted at time of visit. 
 
05/11/1991 
According to Len Leach, the church stands in the former grounds of Wivenhoe Hall, 
demolished in 1927.  Further information on history of the site awaited. 
 

 
Fig. 1 
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91/12a 
Birch 
Land west and north of Birch sand and gravel pit 
TL 923196 
Carl Crossan 
 
Background and Methods 
At the request of ARC Ltd, an archaeological survey was carried out on land to the west and 
north of the Birch Sand and Gravel pit. The survey site, outlined on the attached plan, covers 
an area of approximately 73 hectares centred on TL 923196. 
The purpose of the survey was to assess the archaeological implications of a proposed major 
extension to the existing pit. This task was approached in two ways: 

 
Study of existing records. The principal source of information was the Essex County Sites and 
Monuments Record, itself a compilation from a wide range of source including the records of the 
Colchester and Essex Museum, Ordnance Survey, local archaeological organisations, archives and 
journals. In addition, the study included material provided by the National Monuments Record, 
Royal Air Force and individuals actively involved with aerial photography and fieldwork in the 
locality. 
Fieldwalking. The ground surface was examined using a system of fieldwalkers inspecting 2 metre 
wide lanes set out at 20 metre intervals. A 20 metre grid of this type gives an overall 10% coverage 
of the land and is in accordance with the Essex County Council’s specification for a preliminary 
survey of this nature. 

 
Results of the Survey 
Existing Records 
Prior to the survey, few archaeological features were known on the site. In contrast, the 
surrounding area was rich in cropmarks and other evidence of prehistoric and later activity. 
Earlier finds and observations are plotted on the attached plan of the area and range in date 
from a Neolithic axe at Brakes Farm through the later prehistoric and Roman periods to 
medieval, here most conspicuously represented by the village of Birch, with its demolished 
church, castle and pond bays. Cropmarks are abundant in the areas beyond the eastern part 
of the site and are particularly well defined in the fields to the north of the Hardy’s Green - 
Birch road where they indicate the sites of enclosures and trackways of possible Iron Age 
date. The lack of cropmark evidence to the west may be due to adverse local ground 
conditions rather than an absence of underlying features. 
 
Within the survey site, several cropmark features have been observed in the field adjoining 
‘Curate’s Cottage’. These are shown on the plan as cropmark groups ‘A’ and ‘B’. Although too 
fragmentary to permit interpretation, they do not relate to any existing surface features and 
may well be part of a pattern of early activity in the area. 
 
An item of interest to emerge from contacts with local people was an account of the dumping, 
after World War II, of large quantities of United States Air Force supplies in a 30 feet deep pit 
near point ‘E’. Although this would not require advance archaeological investigation, it is of 
some importance in relation to the twentieth century history of the area and should be 
recorded if uncovered during future quarrying. 
 
Fieldwalking 
The fieldwalking exercise was carried out at intervals between December 1991 and early 
February 1992. Using the grid system outlined above, a total of 1825 20x20 metre squares 
were inspected and recorded. With the exception of two grassed areas noted below, the 
conditions for observation of surface finds were good, with much of the land recently 
harrowed and the season’s crop low in the ground. 
 
Generally, the fieldwalking yielded widely dispersed small fragments of brick and tile, with 
occasional sherds of post-medieval and modern pottery. Lumps of hardcore and concrete 
were common in the region of the stripped airfield service roads and their twenty-five linked 
bays. Sherds of medieval pottery were recovered from the western part of the survey area, 
with an increased incidence in the fields adjoining the western boundary of the existing pit. 
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While these provide some evidence of medieval activity, they were not found in sufficient 
concentrations to identify a specific occupation site. 
 
In addition to the general spreads of material, one group of finds was recovered which point to 
a location of major archaeological significance: 
 
Plot ‘C’ (TL 9254 1925 approx). A Roman site to the north-east of Palmers Farm. Significant 
quantities of Roman brick, roof tile and 1st-4th century pottery were found in this area. These 
are strong pointers to the presence of one or more Roman buildings in the vicinity of the finds. 
A small amount of Roman tile was also discovered in the region of Plot ‘D’ (TL 9262 1945 
approx), possibly outlying fragments dispersed from the main source at ‘C’. The two grass 
covered areas are shown on the attached plan. Both were included in the fieldwork but with 
unsatisfactory results due to the extent of ground cover.  
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91/12b 
Bures Hamlet, ‘Ferriers’ 
TL 8974 3428 
Carl Crossan 

 
 
Negative Site inspection 
09/12/1991  Accompanied Ida McMaster to site of large ring-ditch at Ferriers, Bures Hamlet.  
Landowner, a man with a mean reputation locally, was reported to be machining out the site to 
prevent it being scheduled.  Object of the visit was low-profile observation as the matter was 
already in the hands of ECC/HBMC. The site is uncomfortably close to the owner’s house, 
hence the inspection was brief and notes sketchy. 
 
The machine was found to have cut 3 ‘exploratory’ trenches, sectioning a large ?ditch and a 
number of other features.  This appears to have been done at the instigation of a Lee 
(?surname), a CAG member known to Mrs McMaster.  Notes faxed to Paul Gilman at ECC for 
further action. 
 

 
 

Large features also in trench 
‘B’ and disturbances in ‘C’.  
Needs cleaning and proper 
recording.  Shovel propped 
against side of trench ‘B’ and 
360 machine standing by - 
more digging imminent? 
 

 

 

Trenc
h ‘A’, 
east 
side 
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91/12c 

Great Wigborough 
Hyde Farm 
TL 965 156 
Carl Crossan 
 
Negative site inspection 
Visited as a result of a request from Deacon Gill Newham via Christine James at the museum. 
 
Aim of the visit was to inspect a collection of bones found near the house.  It turned out that 
the bones were discovered many years ago and were no longer in existence, having rapidly 
decomposed.  Some uncertainty about finds spot, also not known if they were animal or 
human. 
 
The garden contains a collection of stonework (see SMR notes for sites 11484, 11485).  
Andrew Harris invited to visit and comment.  St Stephen’s Church nearby - possibly source of 
same?   
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92/2b 
Stanway 
Stanway Fall Farm (Tarmac Pit). 
TL 95452255 
Don Shimmin 
 
This is one of the Stanway élite burial site enclosures, fully published in Crummy and 
Benfield et al 2007. Excavations described here are of Site A (Enclosure 1). Below is 
the summary from Essex Archaeology & History 24 (1993) 
 

47; Stanway, Stanway Hall Farm (TL 9545 2258) 
P. Crummy, C.A.T. 
Excavations continued in advance of gravel extraction with the result that two secon-
dary graves were discovered in Enclosure 3, both dating to the period c. 43-60. The 
largest grave measured 2.0 x 2.6 m in area and was over 1.0 m deep. The other grave 
was of a similar depth but was only 1.6 m square. Although both were box-like in 
shape, there were no indications that the pits had contained wooden chambers. 
The richest and largest of the graves, the so-called ‘warrior burial’, contained over 
twenty vessels of pottery, metal and glass, nineteen glass gaming counters, a possible 
gaming board, a small wooden casket or box, two brooches, woollen textiles, a large 
blue and white glass bead, a copper-alloy armlet, a spear, a probable shield, a large 
wooden box, and a possible grid-iron. The objects, including cremated human bone, 
had been carefully placed on the floor of the graves and then some of the pots seem to 
have been deliberately broken in situ. The vessels included a jug and a handled pan, 
both of copper alloy, two glass phials and an unusual amber-coloured glass bowl. 
Practically all of the vessels seem to have 
been imported. The smaller grave produced comparatively few finds, consisting of a 
brooch, a pottery flagon, a possible bucket, and a pottery inkwell. 
 
Previous Summaries: Priddy (ed.) 1988, 270; Gilman (ed.) 1989, 168; 1990, 135; 1991, 
159; 1992, 108; 
Crummy 1992, 1-5. 
Finds: C.A.T., to go to C.M. 
Final Report: to be decided. 

 

 
Reference 
Crummy, Philip, Benfield, Stephen, Crummy, Nina, Rigby, Valery, and Shimmin, 
Donald (2007) Stanway: An Elite Burial Site at Camulodunum'. Society for the Promotion of 
Roman Studies Monograph 24. 
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92/5a 
Stanway 
Church Lane, ARC Quarry 
TL 946 225 approx (much changed now) 
Carl Crossan 
 
Negative watching brief 
19/05/1992  Watched ploughsoil stripping at northern end of field (see plan below).  
Ploughsoil unusually deep (45-50 cm), no significant features. HB – I think this is the 
Phase 1 area? 

 
Fig 1 

 

 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 3: Projects outside Colchester Borough. October 2017 

 22 

92/5b 
Stanway 
Church Lane, Church bungalow (field at rear) 
TL 941 243 
Carl Crossan 
 
Metal-detected coin, 3rd-4th century 
Among a collection of metal detecting finds in the possession of Mrs Jansma (Sentinels, 
Turkey Cock Lane, Stanway) was a Roman coin found some years ago in the northwest 
corner of a field south of Church Bungalow, Church Lane (TL 941 243).  Crop marks have 
previously been noted in this field (EHER 11938). 
 
The coin was identified by Nina Crummy as probably a barbarous radiate, 270-84, but 
possibly a 4th century copy of a House of Constantine issue, 330-360.   
 
Find X509. 
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92/7a 
Boxted  
Carters Hill and Parsonage Hill water main 
TM 003 329 
Carl Crossan 
Contributors: Nigel Brown, Helen Walker 
 
Watching brief on Anglia Water mains renewal: prehistoric flints 
In July 1992, Anglian Water Authority sponsored a watching brief on mains renewal works on 
a 900m route crossing the valley between Boxted village and Boxted Cross. Although no 
previous [excavations or evaluations] in that part of the valley, [there is ] cropmark evidence of 
field boundaries, trackways and enclosures extending over a large area to the east. 
 
The new main was laid in fields immediately W of Carters Hill and Parsonage Hill. 
Groundworks involved the removal of 250-300mm ploughsoil to form a 6m wide [easement], 
which then cut a 300mm wide pipe trench to a minimum depth of 1.1m. Initial soil strip yielded 
medieval and prehistoric finds, the distribution of which are shown in Fig 1.  ground conditions 
varied along the course of the stripped track; they were at their most favourable for finds 
recovery on Parsonage Hill and this factor may account for the apparent focus produced by 
the relatively high flint retrieval rate in that area. 
 
The soil strip and subsequent trench cut revealed a stratigraphy of stony sand subsoils on the 
higher ground, merging into a clay loam at the valley bottom. Of the few discernible features 
only one, at a bend near the southern end of the route, appeared to be early (Fig 1). At that 
point the natural stratigraphy within the narrow confines of the cutting was interrupted for a 
length of 34m by a darker sandy loam which extended to the bottom of  the trench. The 
significance of this feature remains uncertain since practical considerations prevented further 
examination within or beyond the trench. Its profile suggested two possible interpretations: 
either a straight north-south ditch intersected tangentially by the curving course of the cutting; 
or alternatively, deposition of earlier topsoil into a natural fold in the side of the valley. 
 
Acknowledgements 
AWA, contractors Haiste Breheny, Nigel Brown and Helen Walker for comments on the finds. 
 
Finds – X series list 
AWA Boxted Water Main WB      92/7A    24-28/07/1992 
 
526-8 Worked flints (1 arrowhead) Neolithic?, early med pot ((fieldwalking Plots 2-21)  
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92/7c 
Langenhoe  
Land south of Fingringhoe Road (now Edward Marke Drive estate) 
TM 0085 1897 
Joe Partridge and Carl Crossan 
Date of fieldwork: 1991 
 
Evaluation revealed C18 road and roadside occupation 
 
Published summary (Essex Archaeology & History 24, 1993, page 199) 
 
Langenhoe: Fingringhoe Road (TM 009 189) 
C Crossan, CAT 
Trial trenches in advance of a proposed housing development located and confirmed the 
medieval origin of a broad trackway recorded on Chapman & André’s map of 1777. Although 
no adjacent structures were found, pottery and domestic refuse suggested the presence of 
roadside occupation from the 13th century onward. 
 
Below is the archive report. 
 

 
Extract from Chapman & André map of 1777. Road referred to is A. 
 

The development of land south of Fingringhoe Road by Galliford Sears, was considered of 
sufficient archaeological interest to deserve a limited evaluation of the site. The financial sup-
port and cooperation of Galliford Sears was greatly appreciated as it helped enable a fair as-
sessment of the site in a short period of time. 
 
The 1777 Chapman & André map recorded a roadway and a number of buildings along its 
length. The line of the roadway is said to have been preserved by modern field boundaries. 
The names of the fields that would be affected by the development, Lion Field and Road 
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Field, further indicate the one time existence of a roadway. The Essex Sites and Monuments 
Record has several entries referring to Fingringhoe Road; the mostly inconclusive details, of 
gravel patches and evidence for a small building, however, would be consistent with the re-
mains of a roadway. The detail from the eighteenth century map was superimposed onto a 
modern Ordnance Survey map. The line of the roadway was expected to be orientated 
roughly north-south, and would be found close to the eastern boundary of the land to be de-
veloped. 

 
Probably trench 1 

 
Four narrow trial trenches were sited E to W across the expected line of the roadway, at vary-
ing intervals along its length. T1 and T4, farthest away from the south-east corner of the field 
revealed no evidence of a roadway or associated buildings. Closer to the south-east comer of 
the field, T3 and 4, the roadway and occupation debris was clearly visible. 

 
The roadway 
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The stone surface or sub-base of the road, in either T3 or T4 
The roadway was composed of large stones (approximately between 10cm and 20cm in di-
ameter) laid in a single loosely packed layer on a mid brown clay soil; the make-up of stones 
lay between 25cm and 50cm from the ground surface. These stones were not set uniformly 
across the width of the roadway, but lay in patches. It is likely that the roadway was con-
structed in an ad hoc fashion; ruts and impassable areas were consolidated as and when it 
was necessary. Several sherds found amongst these stones were all of a medieval date; two 
pieces of tile were found above the stones, unfortunately these are not so easily dateable, 
and could be post medieval or much later. The roadway was rather ill-defined, its exact width 
is unsure; this may be an indication that the route widened according to under foot conditions. 
The 1777 map (above) shows the roadway as being very broad, this can be partly attributed 
to its schematic nature, but this would also be consistent with a general route which changed 
according to the condition of the roadway. Consideration should also be paid to the state of 
preservation of the archaeology; agricultural activity (including the laying of land drains) has 
damaged the roadway, and may have partly dispersed its make-up, so that the original edges 
have become poorly defined. 

 
 
 
Evidence of occupation 
Chapman and Andre’s map also indicated the locations of buildings close to the line of the 
road and in the area of the land to be developed. Trench two was investigated more inten-
sively, and short trenches were sited at right-angles to it, to further evaluate the nature and 
extent of the roadway, and to investigate the possible locations of buildings. No evidence of 
foundations had survived, but a moderate amount of pottery and spreads of oyster shell did 
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suggest occupation close to the roadway. The pottery was of poor quality and ranged in date 
between the thirteenth and seventeenth centuries; the major proportion of finds dated to the 
late medieval period. There were no finds of an earlier or later date, save a possible sherd of 
Roman grey ware. Several sherds were poorly fired and resembled wasters, or the sherds of 
rejected pots from a kiln; these would be expected to be recovered from close to a kiln site. A 
hone or sharpening stone was also recovered. The eighteenth century map does indicate the 
survival of the roadway and a number of dwellings later than the date of the recovered pot-
tery. These two strands of evidence may be reconcilable if the archaeological evaluation only 
encountered the material remains of a discrete occupation site that was abandoned before 
the roadway fell into disuse. 
 
X Series Finds list   
Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road EVAL  92/7c      23/07/1992 
   no Finds detail 

510 Peg tile and pot post-
medieval 

Trench 1, machined east-west to a max depth 
50cm.  Pot and tile come from a possible ditch fill.  

511 Tile post-medieval Trench 1, no obvious context 
512 Pot Roman 2nd - 4th AD Trench 1. From shallow ditch. 
513 Charcoal Trench 1.no obvious context 
514 Pot 14th-16th century Trench 1. No context 
515 Tile post-medieval Trench 1. No context 
516 Brick medieval, early post-

medieval 
Trench 1. No context. 
 

517 Peg tile post-medieval Trench 3. No context. 
518 Pot c. 13th century Trench 2. Associated with stony surface of road? 
519 Pot Roman and 14th 16th 

cent 
Trench 2. Associated with road? Surface 

520 Pot Medieval/Roman Trench 2. No obvious context. 
521 Pot medieval/post-medieval Trench 2. Associated with possible road.  
522 Pot 14th - 16th century Trench 2. No context? 
523 Pot 14th - 16th century Trench 2. Associated with stony road? Surface. 
524 Pot 17th century Trench 2. Associated with stony road? Surface 
525 Pot 15th - 16th century Trench 2. Associated with stony road? surface 
547 Pot Trench 3, south section, L2, track metalling 
548 Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2. No good context. Find 22 on plan 
549 Pot 14th-15th century Trench 2B. from possible ditch. Find 23 on plan 
550 Pot c13th-15th century Trench 2H. From oyster spread.  Find 26 on plan 
551 Pot c13th century Trench - D/H spoil heap.  Find 27 on plan 
552 Tile  Trench 2B. From feature - natural?  Find 24 on plan 
553 Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2D from occupation area? Find 20 on plan 
554 Pot 17th century Trench 2F from stones and oyster shell.  Find 25 on 

plan 
555 Clay pipe 1600+ Trench 2C from ditch?.  Find 21 on plan 
556 Pot, tile, purbeck marble 

fragment 14th-15th century 
Trench 2E (found after machining).  Find 2 on plan 

557 Pot 13th-15th century Trench 2D (found after machining).  Find 19 on plan 
558 Tile/ sandstone Trench 2. Found after machining.  Find 15 on plan 
559 Pot Trench 2F. Found after machining.  Find 9 on plan 
560 Tile Trench 2E. Found after machining.  Find 3 on plan 
561 Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2D. Found after machining.  Find 7 on plan 
562 Pot 13th-16th century Trench 2F. Found after machining.  Find 11 on plan 
563 Pot 13th-16th century Trench 2F. Found after machining.  Find 8 on plan 
564 Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2D. Found after machining.  Find 5 on plan 
565 Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2. Found after machining.  Find 16 on plan 
566 Pot 13th-15th century Trench 2F. Found after machining.  Find 10 on plan 
567 Pot 16th-17th century Trench 2F. Found after machining.  Find 12 on plan 
568 Pot 14th-15th century Trench 2D. Found after machining.  Find 4 on plan 
569 Pot Trench 2D. Found after machining.  Find 6 on plan 
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570 Pot Roman Trench 2G. Found after machining.  Find 13 on plan 
571 Pot 13th-14th century Trench 2D. Found after machining.  Find 1 on plan 
572 Pot? Trench 2F. Found after machining ditch?  Find 14 

on plan 
573 Pot Trench 2.  Found in stony track surface at eastern 

end of trench.  Find 17 on plan 
574 Pot medieval Trench 2.  Found above stony track surface at east-

ern end of trench.  Find 18 on plan 
 
 
92/8a 
Rowhedge 
High Street  
TM 0314 2180 
Carl Crossan 
Date of fieldwork: 1991 
 
Evaluation prior to redevelopment - substantial nineteenth and twentieth 

century deposits overlying earlier (undated) gravel layers.  

Background 
Bordered to the east by the River Colne and to the west by Rowhedge High Street and Marsh 
Crescent, this 3.81 hectare site is open land following demolition of a boat-building works and 
scrapyard. In August 1992, the site was subject to an archaeological evaluation, 
commissioned by Highview Holdings Ltd in advance of a proposed residential development. 
The aim of the evaluation was to establish whether the upper levels of the site are likely to 
contain archaeological deposits of 17th century or earlier date. 
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Method and Results 
Four east-west trenches, staggered or offset where necessary to avoid local obstacles, were 

excavated by machine to depths of up to 1.7m. The trench locations are shown on the 

accompanying plans.  

 
Trench 1 
The uppermost 0.8m (west) to 1m (east) was composed of 20th century make-up, beneath 
which lay a variety of c. 18th to 20th century deposits contaminated by black oil. At depths of 
between 1.2m and 1.4m a 0.2m thick featureless layer of gravel was found which may be part 
of an extensive and relatively early spread. 
 
Trench 2A 
All layers above natural clay (depth 0.9m) appeared to be of nineteenth or twentieth century 
waste deposits and make-up. This area, together with the eastern end of T2B, contains 
reinforced concrete slabs buried at depths of between 0.5m and 0.7m. 
 
Trench 2B 
At the western end of the trench 0.5m of modern asphalt and make-up sealed the nineteenth 
and twentieth century foundations of High Street frontage buildings. Construction levels for 
the latter extended to a depth of 0.8m below which was a series of gravel layers, which 
continued east along the full length of the trench. The water table was encountered at 1.4m at 
which point excavation ceased.  
 
Trench 3A 
Excavation at the western end of the trench stopped at a depth of 1m due to the presence of 
buried concrete slabs. The area to the east contained a very substantial layer of modern 
make-up which, at the enlarged eastern end of the trench, extended to a depth of at least 
1.7m. Although clearly a modern deposit, this material contained sherds of Roman pottery 
and a scatter of reused Roman building material in the form of mortared tile and septaria 
fragments. Subsequent enquiries indicate that the make-up was brought to the site in the 
early 1970s and is thought to have come from construction works for Colchester’s Southway. 
 
Trench 3B 
An offset from the main T3. Excavation halted at a depth of 0.85m, where a substantial 
concrete slab was encountered.  
 
Trenches 3C and 3D 
In the two westernmost trenches excavation was restricted by a high water table and standing 
structures. The High Street frontage here remains unexamined. Beneath the concrete surface 
slab the stratigraphy as far as the water table at 1m consisted of remains of nineteenth and 
twentieth century building activity. Below that level were submerged gravels and clays, the 
interpretation of which is uncertain. For safety reasons, no excavation was possible in the 
public area immediately north of T3A-D. 

 
Two trenches were located in the northern part of the site, opposite Marsh Crescent: 
 
Trench 4A: 
In the western part of the trench a concrete slab sealed a featureless clayey subsoil, which 
merged into natural clay at a depth of 0.5m to 0.6m. At the east end a 1.5m high bank of 
twentieth century dump overlaid the subsoil and clay. 
 
Trench 4B: 
Similar stratigraphy to W end of 4A - no evidence of frontage activity in area adjacent to 
Marsh Crescent.  
 
Summary 
At the southern part of the site T 1,2 and 3 revealed substantial nineteenth and twentieth 
century deposits overlying earlier gravel layers of uncertain significance. Investigation in the 
accessible parts of the High Street frontage yielded no evidence of pre-eighteenth century 
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structures, but excavation here was less extensive than desirable. The stratigraphy in the 
northern part of the site was found to be relatively shallow and appeared to be devoid of early 
features.  
 
Finds – X series Rowhedge, High Street EVAL     92/8A    August 1992 
578 Tegula fragment with mortar adhering (re-

used) 
Trench 3a. Plotted on section. 

579 Roman pot Trench 3a.  Plotted on section. 
 

 
92/10a 
Tiptree 
Church Road, New Co-Op (now Asda) 
TL 8954 1640 
Pat Adkins, Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief: negative 
 

Groundworks for a new Co-operative Store were watched intensively by Mr 
Pat Adkins, who observed and recorded a variety of ditches, trenches and 
pits.  Most appear to be of post-medieval to modern date 1. 
 

 
Fig 1 
 
Key to Pat Adkins Site plan: 

Ditch (poss. 19th century) 2m wide and 0.45m deep (brick and tile finds) 
Ditch. Grey/blue/black stones, loam fill. 7m wide and 0.45m deep. No finds. 
Possible Iron Age or Bronze Age ring ditch/hut gully? 
Short section of straight ditch 1m wide, 0.7m deep. 
Ditch/drain, dark blue-black silt, 20th century finds, brick, pottery 

                                                 
1
  With all respect to Pat, it is generally agreed that he tends to overinterpret what were really 

natural features.  
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Ditch/drain, brown fill (possible tile fragment find), 0.9m wide and 1m deep. 
The midden pit? Dump. Glass bottles, crockery, nineteenth century, and 
sixteenth/seventeenth century bowel fragment at base.  
Layer of hard pan, dark blue-black loam. Over ditch and rubble.  
Thick layer of brick rubble.  
Very thick wide concrete foundation (2.6mx2.6m solid concrete) to factory/addition to 
house. 

 

 
 

4mx3.5mx0.2m concrete base (original level) 
12 and 13) Area of mixed disturbed dark blue/black silt and rubble.  
14) One band of stony blue-black silt adjacent to band of rubble.  
15) Undisturbed garden top soil.  
16) An area of brown disturbed soil with patches of blue/black silt. 
17) Patch of light grey powdery sandy loam. 
18) Same as 17. 
19) Area of site where top soil and sub soil removed (site levelled) 
20) Straight narrow ditch, brown loamy fill. 
21) Roadside ditch 3mx1m 
22) Short section of ditch 1mx0.8m. Natural sub layers. Mainly light golden sandy loam 
with some patches of reddish sandy loam and some patches of white/light blue/grey 
sandy loam (running sand at 1m) 
23) Victorian/Edwardian garden path edging. 
24) Possible prehistoric scoops. 

 
No finds in X series 
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92/10b 
Great Tey 
Coggeshall Road and Buckler’s Lane Anglian Water main 
TL 88954 25874 - TL 87672 24877 
Carl Crossan, Joe Partridge, with Mike Matthews and Dennis Tripp 
 

Watching brief on new water main: many finds including keyed box tile, 
600 m from villa site.  
Notes:  
1) This watching brief was apparently concurrent with the Marks Tey to Great Tey mains 
replacement, as reported in 92/11b. For unspecified reasons, no funding was made available 
by Anglian Water for this stretch of the route  - hence this is a very short note. 
 
2) Coggeshall Road is not the A120 main Coggeshall Road, but the road between 
Brookhouse Road, Great Tey and East Gores Road.  
 
The water main was laid in fields adjoining the Coggeshall Road for a distance of 1.9 km from 
Buckler’s Lane to Brookhouse Road, Great Tey.  Installation involved topsoil stripping to form 
a 9m-wide track for machinery, followed by excavation of a trench up to 1.9 m deep to 
accommodate the 0.3m-diameter pipes. 
 

Most of the route was examined during and after ploughsoil stripping. Finds from Roman to 
post-med. Roman tile (not all kept) predictably much in evidence in the ploughsoil directly W 
of Great Tey villa site. Elsewhere on route, the only Roman find was a fragment of decorated 
box tile (X582) in ploughsoil opposite Walcotts Hall, 750m SW of villa.  No significant features 
were observed. Trenching progress was haphazard and in spite of close contact with the 
contractor a vital stretch of pipe trench to the mouth of the Roman River was cut and filled 
before inspection for the presence of a Roman road could be carried out. 

2
 Note – all finds 

below collected and plotted in walking along easement after machine stripping 

 
Fig 1 the pipeline route. See figs 2-3 for detail 

                                                 
2
 Deliberately, I suspect  
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Fig 2 –the eastern side, showing finds 1-8 and unnumbered finds X591, X583 
 

Joe Partridge project diary 
Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th October 1992.  
12/10/92: Brick kiln Cottage towards Great Tey and Brick kiln Cottage to the 
Cottage (Salmons Lane).  
13/10/92: Half a day - The Cottage to Coggeshall Road. Very few finds, some 
post med.  
Very little, if any, Roman finds. 
 

Laying of pipe from Brick kiln Cottage to Great Tey. Hoped to see cut of Roman 
Road in section. Friday 6th November 1992. Machinery did not start until after 
2.00! As light went, very little progress had been made. Trenching took place on 
Saturday - Mike Matthews went to see, but it had been completed before we 
arrived. One piece of tegula was found - no context.  
 
Sites 1-6: Brick kiln cottages and northwards. No ancient features - but land 
drains and a recently filled in hollow way?/field entrance. Possible ditch running 
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E-W - more likely to be covering of top soil. Walcott’s Hall, close to 9 (to east of) 
field ditch N-S - yet to be trenched.  
 
Site 10: A few bricks near Walcott’s Hall/Farm entrance. Rectangular frogged 
brick 11x6x23cm. Finds not collected. 
 
Site 11: Small quantity of post-med. pot close to Downsland Green.  
 

Carl Crossan Project diary 
12/10/92 
Soil stripping commenced on length immediately W of villa. Walking in advance of stripping - common 
abraded tile fragments on field surface including tegula (one kept) and flue tile (kept). After stripping, one 
tessera cube (kept) noted on spoil heap at Roman River end. Tile generally less in evidence on reduced 
level. Stripping removed [measurement not given] cms of ploughsoil, exposing a yellowish brown clay 
loam subsoil in places still covered by residual ploughsoil.  
 
13/10/92 – 14/10/92 
Joe Partridge and Dennis Tripp walked after soil stripping.   
 
5/11/92 
Great Tey: Trenching: W of Walcott’s Hall. Finds from reduced (topsoil stripped) ground: B1: black pot; 
B2: flint flake. Trench in this area 6m [easement?]  with 300m pipe, up to 1.9m deep. Stratigraphy: 
topsoil 30 cms over yellow/brown clay loam, above boulder clay. 
 
9/11/92 
AM. Stretch across Roman River (north side), freshly stripped by JCB revealing clay loam subsoil (a) 
extending to 2m of river bank, where this material gives way to a very dark greyish brown loam (b). 
 
10/11/92 
Heavy rain overnight. Area around river crossing extremely muddy and churned up by machines. No 
significant features.  

 
Fig 3 –the western side, showing finds 9, 10, 12, and unnumbered X582 
location 
 

Correspondence: 
Dear Sir, 
Great Tey to Bucklers Lane  
Thank you for consulting the Essex County Council Archaeology Section above this proposed 
pipeline. The pipeline would not disturb known archaeological remains. However, the remains of what 
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was probably a Roman villa dating from the 2nd-4th centuries AD were excavated in the 1950s 
around TL889254 (Essex Sites and Monuments Record no. 8709; location also shown on your 
company’s map). Other Roman remains - evidence of structures and occupation - were found in the 
1960s to the north-west around TL886258 (ESMR no. 8755). These latter were perhaps outlying 
buildings on the villa’s estate. Other, as yet unknown, remains associated with the villa’s estate may 
well be disturbed by the pipeline. 
I therefore recommend that an archaeological watching brief is maintained on this scheme, 
particularly between Great Tey and Spucelands Cottages. If you agree, may I suggest that you 
contact Colchester Archaeological Trust for costings for the work. 

From: the County Planner 

 

Note from Howard: I have tried to add Carl’s numbered sites 1-12 (Figs 1-3) into the 
table below. I can find no site 11. Also, Carl has added three X series finds to the 
map, but not given them a map site – these are X 582, X 583, X 591. Carl also notes 
on his map (Fig 1, 2) locations of ‘Arrow head, pot, lead flask’. I can find no trace of 
these in the X series, unless the pot is X580. 
 

X series finds list.  
AWA Gt Tey  (Coggeshall Rd to Buckler’s Lane) water main WB   92/10B   
12/10/1992 
 
X series 
Finds 
no. 

Fig 1 location 
3
 Finds Context 

580  Brown glazed post-med Stretch W of villa 
581  Tessera From spoil heap. Stretch west of 

villa. 
582 9 or 10  

(see 587) 
Box tile Opposite Walcotts Hall. Plotted. 

583  Med. Pot North of Roman river. Plotted. 
584 7 Post-med. pot/tile. By cottages, stripping / 

fieldwalking. Plotted. 
585 4 Post med. brick/tile. Stripping / fieldwalking. Plotted. 
586. 2 Med rim. Oyster shell. Peg 

tile. 
Stripping / fieldwalking. 

587 9 or 10  
(see 582) 

3 x post-med. sherds. Opposite Walcott’s Hall. Plotted. 

588 
 

12 Stoneware sherd Opposite Braziers. Plotted. 

589 5 post-med potsherds and 
peg-tile. 

Plotted 

590 3 Base and sherd, medieval. Plotted 
591  Tile, Roman. Trenching for pipe. Plotted. 
592 6 Tile, post-med. Plotted. 
593  Tile, post-med. by ‘The Cottage’. Plotted. 
594  Pot and tile, post-med. ‘Braziers’. Plotted. 
595  Tile, post-med. Plotted.  
596 8 Flake, odd stone? Plotted.  
597 1 Tile and oyster shell, post 

med. 
Plotted. 

 
 

                                                 
3
 Recreated by HB as far as possible 
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92/10c 
Project title:, Messing to Tiptree 
Messing Lodge – to Church Road (Tiptree) Water Mains Renewal 
Messing TL 90141969 to Tiptree TL 89281671 

Carl Crossan, Joe Partridge 
 
Pipeline watching brief: gravelled and ditched post-medieval track/road 
 
Introduction 
Between October 1992 and March 1993, Anglian Water laid a new water main along a 4 km 
route between Messing Lodge and Maypole Road, Tiptree. This short report summarises the 
principal observations made during inspections of the works.  
 
The Pipeline Route 
From Maypole Road to Messing the main was laid beneath the roadway. To the north and 
east of Messing village# the pipeline was routed along the edges of fields adjacent to the 
road. This involved the removal of approximately 0.3m of ploughsoil to create a 9m-wide traf-
fic lane for machinery which then excavated the pipe trenches to depths of up to 1.2m from 
the reduced surface level. 
 
The Results 
Numbers in brackets refer to locations shown on the accompanying plan. The natural subsoils 
along the route varied from clay loams north of Messing to predominantly sandy clays and 
gravels in the central and southern parts of the pipeline. 
 
At the northern end of the route, inspection of the ploughsoil- stripped areas beside the East-
horpe Road and Harborough Hall Lane (Site 1) recovered scattered post-medieval building 
material and artefacts. Where fully exposed, the field subsoils were free from intrusions other 
than occasional minor modern features. In Messing village the progress of the roadworks 
slowed and trench observation was intermittent, with no significant features in evidence. 
South of Messing, long stretches of the Tiptree Road trench from the School Road junction 
(2) to Messing Park Farm (3) revealed almost continuous ground disturbance ranging in depth 
from 0.6m to beyond 1.2m. Although this might normally be dismissed as representing the fill 
of an existing modern service trench it was noted that the material was sealed by, and thus 
predates, sequences of earlier stone metalling associated with Tiptree Road.  
 
Opposite the northern side of Conyfield Wood (4), the pipe trench cut across the course of an 
east-west road flanked by shallow ditches. In the trench section the road was represented 
by two layers of compacted gravel, 13m in width, and appeared to be of some antiquity since 
the metalling and ditch fills were sealed by the earliest of the Tiptree Road layers. Loose finds 
from the vicinity of this feature included two minute fragments of pottery from a large vessel. 
These are too small to be dated with certainty but are either of 13th-15th century origin or, 
less likely, Roman date. Approximately 50m to the south, a fragment of Roman brick was re-
covered from disturbed material close to the bottom of the trench. Early road stratigraphy was 
at its most complex at the junction between Tiptree Road, Maypole Road and Oak Road (5), 
where modern road material sealed 0.5m of stone metalling in which six distinct deposits 
were recorded. 

 
The trench in Maypole Road was largely devoid of notable features apart from at the junction 
with Barbrook Lane (6), where the natural gravel subsoil was interrupted by adjoining east-
west ditches, 1.4m and 1m in width, with silt loam fills. These appeared to be successive 
north roadside ditches associated with earlier phases of Barbrook Lane. Although of uncertain 
date, both were stratigraphically relatively early. 
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HB: I presume the E-W road (4) is a road between Messing Park (the house) and the 
woodland to its east. There is a trackway in the woods. I am unable to say if it aligns 
with the road seen at 4. 

 
X series finds 
598 Tile and pot fragments, post-medieval Discarded  Plotted 
599 Post and horse shoe, post-medieval Discarded Plotted 

600 Pot post-medieval and Fe object Discarded  

601 Horse shoe, and tile post-medieval? Discarded Plotted 
636 Tile Roman Adkins, find no. 1 opposite Conyfield Wood 
637 Pot probably 13th - 15th century, possibly Roman Opposite Conyfield Wood.  P. Adkins find. 
638 Crumbs including pot P. Adkins find no. 3 
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92/11b 
Great Tey, Marks Tey 
Great Tey to Marks Tey water pipe line 
TL 8898 2647 to TL 8987 2345 
Carl Crossan, Donald Shimmin, Sarah Carter 
Date of fieldwork:, November 1992 – March 1993  
 
Project type: Watching brief - laying of pipeline: Roman boundary ditch, 
medieval ?industrial roadside activity.  
 
Introduction 
Between November 1992 and March 1993, Anglian Water laid a mains supply pipe through 
fields along a 3.5km route south from Great Tey Reservoir to the Coggeshall Road. This 
report briefly describes the areas found to be of archaeological value.  

 

 

 
Fig 1: the pipeline, north (left) and south (right).  
 
Two-stage pipe-laying: first, the route was stripped of ploughsoil to approximately 0.3m 
deep to create an 8m-wide trackway for digging machinery. Then the trenches were 
excavated from the reduced ground level to accommodate 600mm diameter pipes.  
 
Results  
Much of the initial phase of ploughsoil stripping was carried out in extremely wet 
weather which cause a rapid deterioration in the condition of the subsoil surface and 
prevented thorough inspection of the route for buried features. With the exception of 
the Coggeshall Road site described below, finds retrieval from the ploughsoil stripping 
was sporadic, comprising isolated fragments of slag and pottery.  
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Attention focused on two sites: 
 
Tey Brook Piggeries TL 8940 2503 
The area to the east of Tey Brook Piggeries was subject to close scrutiny because of its 
proximity to two cropmarks (SMR 8810) representing a ring ditch and an intersecting 
broad linear feature. Ploughsoil stripping left a muddied surface in which the only two 
pits were discernible; both were investigated and found to be modern. The subsequent 
trenching operations cut two substantial features, one of which is almost certainly a 
continuation of the linear cropmark previously noted to the west. This was situated 99m 
north of the Roman River and consisted of 3.9m wide ditch with a rounded bottom 
1.2m deep. Although no dating evidence was recovered, the ditch fill was distinctly 
lacking in organic content and its degraded structure would be consistent with that of 
an early feature

4
.  The second feature lay 160m north of the river and represented by 

a mottled grey/born clay interruption in the uppermost 0.7m of the partly backfilled 
trench section. Its interpretation is uncertain since practical considerations prevented 
closer inspection. Approximately 3m wide, with indistinct but apparently discontinuous 
sloping sides, the feature is probably a natural irregularity in the subsoil but the 
possibility that it is a ditch or a large pit cannot be totally discounted.  

 
Coggeshall Road TL 8987 2345 
Following topsoil stripping in an arable field adjacent to the A120, Coggeshall Road, 
some sherds of pottery and quernstone fragments were recovered from an exposed 
dump/topsoil deposit with inclusions of burnt daub fragments and charcoal flecks (Finds 
X610, 611, 614, 615). Further controlled machine stripping was carried out, followed by 
a small excavation.  

 
Fig 2 Coggeshall Road site 

                                                 
4
  By an extraordinary coincidence, the same ditch was excavated by CAG in 2002-3 at Teybrook Farm im-

mediately west of the piggeries. It is a Roman ditch (estate boundary?), whose upper fills contain Saxon finds.   
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A narrow east-west strip approximately 24m long was cleared, the northern side of 
which was excavated to the top of the natural subsoil. A large pit (F1) was uncovered at 
the western end; it was 3m wide and extended westwards under the unstripped field. 
Part of the eastern half of the pit was excavated, although full excavation was not 
attempted following assurances from the contractors that disturbance to this area would 
be minimal. The water-table was reached at an overall depth of 0.45m below machined 
level (ie, 1m below present field level); augering suggested the pit could be a further 
0.54m deep. The backfill consisted of a dark, charcoal-enriched fill with some patches 
of redeposited natural, especially as slump on the edges. The fill included many 
fragments of burnt daub, oysters and occasional small lumps of chalk. Finds consisted 
of a quantity of pottery, bone, some quernstone fragments, slag and at least one small 
tile/brick fragment, as well as the burnt daub. The pottery was all medieval, 
provisionally assigned to the 12th century (X610, 621). 
 

 
Fig 3   Sections of Roman ditch F1, and gully F2 
 
Approximately 10m east of F1, a gully (F2) was located, which extended eastwards and 
was traced for almost 15m. The backfill, a pale brown sandy clay loam with fragments 
of burnt daub, oyster and charcoal flecks, was rather mixed and fairly similar to L2 
which sealed it. In places the lower fill was lighter and cleaner to the extent of that it 
could be difficult distinguished from the natural. The bottom of the gully had a slight 
greenish tinge, reinforcing interpretation of the feature as a drainage gully. Finds 
included a small quantity of medieval pottery and some quern fragments (X623).  
 
A small pit (F3) was partially uncovered near the west end of F2. The fill, a light 
brownish grey sandy clay loam also contained burnt daub fragments and charcoal 
flecks, as well as a very small quantity of medieval fragments (X624).  
 
The extensive dump/topsoil layer (L2) extended eastwards from F1 for at least 20m. 
The boundary between L2, as mixed greyish brown sandy clay loam with fragments of 
burnt daub and oyster, charcoal flecks and small gravels, and the modern ploughsoil 
which it sealed, was not sharp. The inclusions, especially the burnt daub, appeared to 
diminish the further away from F1; the stratigraphical relationship of L2 and F1 was not 
firmly established. A small patch of burning within L2, approximately 4.5m east of F1, 
was associated with some burnt water-worn pebbles and quern stone fragments, and 
perhaps represented a hearth. A quantity of medieval pottery was also recovered 
(X611, 619?, 622). The deposit (L2) included material apparently derived either from F1 
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or from activity nearby, which had subsequently been much worked over by later 
ploughing.  
 
The pottery and quernstones, together with the quantities of burnt daub and charcoal 
flecks, suggest that the features (F1, F2 and F3) and the dump/topsoil layer (L2) were 
all associated, and indicated medieval activity on the site, provisionally dated to the 
12th century. There were no definite traces of structural remains, although it is quite 
possibly that these may exist nearby. The deposits appear to suggest either industrial 
activity or destruction/demolition of a structure on the site. 
 
Summary 
Machine stripping and limited excavation in advance of pipe laying in a field adjacent to 
the A120 east of Little Tey revealed evidence of medieval activity. This included a large 
pit, an east-west gully, and a possible hearth associated with an extensive dump/topsoil 
layer. Excavation produced quantities of medieval pottery and burnt daub, especially 
from the pit, as well as bone, slag, quern fragments, oysters, and charcoal. Provisional 
assessment of the pottery suggests a 12th century date. The evidence may indicate 
industrial activity on the site or it may derive from destruction/demolition of a nearby 
structure.  

 
Acknowledgements 
Thanks are due to Anglian Water Service Ltd for funding the fieldwork; also to the 
contractors, Haiste Breheny and Pearl Land Drainage for their co-operation and to N. 
Saunders, Dennis Tripp, James Fawn, Will Clark, Mike Matthews and Joe Partridge for 
their assistance with the excavations.  

 

X series finds list  AWA Gt Tey - Marks Tey Water Main EXC/WB  1993.13  
92/11B 
610 Medieval pot, quern fragments Medieval Lt Tey area, from deposits in test it in area close to 

A120.  From large pit F1 
611 2 x large quern pieces medieval Lt Tey area as X610; associated with burnt stones 

?hearth in dump layer L2 
612 ?slag/concretion (modern?) Gt Tey.  US, Found in spoil on north side of Roman 

river 
613 Pot sherd, sent to Nigel Brown 

28/04/1993 
Gt Tey found by workman; marked on plan approx 
500m north of Roman river 

614 Pot? Burnt daub? 
Discarded 

Little Tey (Adjacent to  A120) original surface finds by 
Nigel Saunders. Clearance over L2 

615 Pot, burnt daub, bone, oyster.  All early 
medieval 

Little Tey (adjacent to A120) Original surface finds by 
Nigel Saunders. Clearance over L2 

619 Pottery, slag, tile, flint flake, oyster (dis-
carded), quern. Medieval? 

Little Tey adjacent to A120.  Machine clearance over 
site; ?mainly L2 

620 ?flint flakes x 3, (1 with retouch) Little Tey, US  from contractor’s spoil; south end of 
AWA pipeline; west of Motts Lane 

621 Pot, Bone, slag, burnt daub, oyster, 
quern fragments ? Medieval 

Little Tey adjacent to A120 [pit fill (F1) main fill 

622 Pottery, burn daub, Fe object  
Medieval 

Little Tey adjacent to A120 mixed dump layer (L2) 
below topsoil.  Mainly from 5-8m east of F1 

623 Pot, bone, quern fragments, burnt daub, 
slag Medieval 

Little Tey adjacent to A120 east - west gully (F2) main 
fill 

624 Pot, burnt daub Medieval Little Tey adjacent to A120 small fit (F3) by west end 
of F2 
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92/11c 
Little Tey 
Water Main 
TL 8169 2490 to TL 8842 2332 
Carl Crossan  
 
Watching brief on AWA pipeline – flint and medieval pottery 
In November 1992, Anglian Water laid a new main in fields adjoining the East Gores Road 
and Salmon’s Lane, Little Tey. Ground disturbance along the 2.3 km route involved the 
removal of 0.25-0.3m of ploughsoil to form a 6m-wide easement for plant which then 
excavated a 0.3m-wide pipe trench up to 1.5m deep. Apart from a general inspection after 
ploughsoil removal, attention was focused on the areas closest to the A120 Coggeshall Road 
(Roman Stane Street, SMR 8646) and the moated site at East Gores Farm (SMR 8695).  

 
Little Tey mains pipe route 
Cartographic evidence suggests that the northern part of the East Gores Road, between 
Cuckoo Farm and Dowsland Green, is of post-18th century origin.  With the exception of 
medieval pottery found in the area to the south of the group of buildings at Dowsland Green, 
finds from the ploughsoil levels along that part of the route were rare. Elsewhere, the stripping 
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work revealed occasional peg-tile fragments and post-medieval pottery with no focus, except 
in an area 150m south of East Gores Farm, where tile and pottery were found in close 
proximity. Over most of the route the exposed subsoil was a yellow-brown clay loam with 
occasional small stones.  At the southern end of Salmon’s Lane a burnt area and a number of 
pits were noted, but all appeared to be of relatively late date. 
 
Acknowledgements Anglian Water Services (sponsor), Haiste Breheney (contractor).  
 
X series finds list AWA Little Tey Water Main WB   92/11C  07/10/1992 
576 Flint flake Little Tey (A120) to Gt Tey.  Fieldwalking after soil stripping, 

plotted on plan 
5
 

577 Medieval rim and body 
sherd 

Little Tey (A120) to Gt Tey.  Fieldwalking after soil stripping, 
plotted on plan  

 
 
93/1a 
Aldham to Marks Tey 
Water main 
TL 923 263 to TL 917 239 
Crossan, Carl 
 
Watching brief – prehistoric flint and Roman brick 
 

Background 
In Jan-Feb 1993, Anglian Water Services laid a new water main from Gallows Green, Aldham 
to Station Road, Marks Tey. Route followed Green Lane, Brook Road and North Lane for 3.5 
km. Some stretches were in the road, others laid along the edges of fields bordering the road. 
In fields, ground disturbance involved the removal of up to 0.3m of ploughsoil to form a 6m-
wide easement, which then cut an 0.3m-wide trench to depths of 1m or more. 
 
Observations 
At Gallows Green trenches in the grass verge E of the road exposed deposits of gravel where 
the modern greensward appears to have encroached on a broader area of earlier metalling. 
 

From the southern end of Gallows Green to the southern outskirts of Aldham village the pipe 
was laid in the road and not closely watched except in the area opposite Aldham churchyard, 
where grave digging has previously recovered Bronze Age urns. Here, the road metalling was 
found to seal natural subsoil with no evidence of early features of finds.  
 

Most of the route between Aldham and the Roman River lay in fields E of Brook Road, apart 
from a stretch near Aldham Hall Farm where the planned trenching was moved W, avoiding 
the moated hall. To the N of the hall the depth of soil strip varied; typically 25 cm was 
removed, leaving residues of ploughsoil obscuring subsoil. Where exposed, the subsoil was 
yellow/brown stony clay loam with no discernible features. Finds from the residual ploughsoil 
in this part of the route included a single fragment of Roman brick at TL 9172 2550. 
 

South of Aldham Hall, ground disturbance in the region of TL 914 248 was singled out for 
special attention as the pipeline would there cut the course of a buried trackway (Sites and 
Monuments Record number 11954) previously identified from aerial surveys.  At the reduced 
level reached after soil stripping the trackway was not apparent, possibly due to the obscuring 
effect of the gravels in the subsoil. Unfortunately, inspection of the underlying layers in the 
vertical section created by the pipe trench did not prove possible as this length was 
subsequently cut and filled without the pre-arranged notification from the site contractor.

6
 

 
Further south, ploughsoil removal in the Roman River area revealed a utilised flint and a flint 
flake at TL 9162 2456 and TL 9162 2449. 

                                                 
5
  No plans in file 

6
  Deliberately, I suspect 
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X series finds list  Aldham to Marks Tey Water Main WB    93/1A   Jan Feb 1993 
642 Roman Brick From ploughsoil stripping.  Plotted on plan 

7
 

643 Flint From ploughsoil stripping.  Plotted on plan. 
644 Flint flake From ploughsoil stripping.  Plotted on plan. 
645 Penny? (Britannia on reverse) Mike Matthews, metal detecting after soil stripping 
646 Lead disc-weight perforated Mike Matthews, metal detecting after soil stripping 
 

 
 

                                                 
7
  I cannot find any plans – unless already accessioned to Museum? 
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93/2a 
Bures  
Colchester Road Water Main 
TL 9151 3276 to TL 9062 3361 
Carl Crossan 
Contributors: John Wymer and Roger Jacobi 
 
Pipeline watching brief: Mesolithic flint cores 

 
Background 
In early 1993, Anglian Water Services laid a new main in fields adjoining the NE side of 
Colchester Road, Bures. The route extended from the southern fringe of Bures to the 
pumping station opposite the bottom of Peartree Hill, a distance of 1.2 km in an 
archaeologically sensitive part of the Stour Valley where survey and fieldwork had shown 
early activity, at least as far as the Neolithic period. 
 
Results 
Ground disturbance involved the stripping of ploughsoil to create a 6m-wide easement for 
digging machinery, which then excavated an 0.3m-wide trench to a typical depth of 1.5m.  The 
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amount of ploughsoil removed varied considerably, particularly at the SE end of the route 
where depths ranged from 100mm to 300mm, leaving a reduced level in which subsoil was 
obscured in places by residues of ploughsoil. 
 

Finds recovered from the ploughsoil strip fall into two very different categories.  The majority 
were of 16th century or later date and represent a general scatter of casually lost and 
discarded items including pottery, coins and clay tobacco pipes. 
 

The other group is prehistoric and comprises the following four flints, identified by John 
Wymer and Roger Jacobi: 

 
(X602) Flint flake with retouched edges 
(X603) Large prismatic blade core with opposed platforms 
(X604) Small flint blade 
(X616) Large prismatic blade core with opposed platforms 
 
The two cores (X603, X616) were found embedded in subsoil within a few metres of each 
other (TL 9097 3327) and are particularly noteworthy since they provide important evidence 
for a local long blade industry equivalent to that at Sproughton, Suffolk.  These industries 
occur in the Late Glacial - Early Holocene range and are of Late Palaeolithic tradition.  The 
blade and flake tools are less diagnostic in form, but may be contemporary with the cores.  
 
A number of features and irregularities were noted in the exposed subsoil surface and trench 
sections.  At the SE end of the route a large hydrant pit in the roadside verge exposed, in 
addition to modern disturbance, a very dark layer of silt loam which extended beyond the 
limits of the pit.  Nearby, the  first 80m of pipe trench also contained blackened soil at depths 
of 0.6 to 0.8m in three places, where it varied from 5 cm to 15 cm in thickness and 1m to 1.6m 
in length.  However, the discolouration appeared to be mineral rather than organically based 
and thus may be the result of natural action in the local subsoil.  Elsewhere in the route, pits 
and an in-situ burnt area were investigated and found to be of late origin. 
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. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Anglian Water Services Ltd for sponsoring the watching brief and to their contractor, Haiste 
Breheny Ltd, Ida McMaster and Michael Matthews for their assistance in the field, John 
Wymer and Roger Jacobi for their identification and comments on the flint finds. 
 
X Series finds list   
Bures (Colchester Rd) Water main WB   93/2a  03/02/1993- 12/03/93 
602 Flint knife fieldwalking after ploughsoil strip. On subsoil surface.  Plotted 

on fieldwalk plan
8
 

603 Flint knife fieldwalking after ploughsoil strip. On subsoil surface.  Plotted 
on fieldwalk plan 

604 Flint blade fieldwalking after ploughsoil strip. On subsoil surface.  Plotted 
on fieldwalk plan 

605 Coin silver ¾d 
Elizabeth 

Unstratified. Mike Matthews metal detecting after plough strip. 
Plotted. 

616 Flint core ? walking after topsoil stripping (?) near Brook House Cottage.  
Plotted 

 

                                                 
8
  I can find no plans 
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93/2b 
Abberton 
Fingringhoe Road,  
TM 0096 1917 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - small ditch on line of “dyke” (EHER 2925) 
A water main trench in Fingringhoe Road was inspected at the point where it intersected the 
suggested course of a dyke east of Abberton village (EHER 2925).   

 
 
A poorly defined ditch-like interruption, 1.2 m wide x 1.3 m deep, was noted in the trench 
section.  However, the dimensions of the feature seem more appropriate to interpretation as a 
field ditch (perhaps early) rather than a defensive ditch. 
 

 

Trench 0.4 m 
wide, 1.4 m 
deep.  Sections, 
very smeared. 
 
General 
stratigraphy: 
1) Modern road 
25cm. 2) Loamy 
silty sand with 
very high content 
of stones, earlier 
road 20 cm 
3) Yellow brown 
clay loam.  
Natural 
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Poor visibility but there is a poorly defined interruption where shown on plan. 
 

 
 
F1.  In both sections.  Possibly field ditch.  Fill: Grey-brown (with yellowish tinge) clay loam.  
Low content small stones at bottom. 
 
Correspondence: 

 
Dear Sir 
ABBERTON TO FINGRINGHOE WATER MAINS REHABILITATION 
Thank you for consulting the E.C.C. Archaeology Section about this scheme. 
The maps you enclose indicate the pipe will be laid entirely beneath existing roads. 
Ordinarily, this would make it unlikely that archaeological remains would be disturbed. 
However, in the present case the line of a dyke, of uncertain origin (Essex Sites and 
Monuments Record no. 2925 - please see attached map and printout) crosses one of 
the affected roads. It is possible that parts of the dyke survive beneath the road. 
 
Colchester Archaeological Trust are willing to carry out a watching brief, free of 
charge, on this section of the scheme. If you are agreeable to this, please contact them 
on (0206) 41051 about 48 hours in advance of the digging of the section near Abberton 
Cricket Ground. 
From the County Planner 
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93/3d 
Wormingford 
Church Road water main 
TL 9312 3152 to TL 9334 3260 
Carl Crossan  
 
Pipeline watching brief: flint cores 
 

Background 
In March 1993, Anglian Water laid a 180mm diameter main through the village of 
Wormingford. The route of the pipeline followed Church Road for a distance of approximately 
1.3 km, with some stretches laid in the road itself and others laid along the edges of fields 
bordering the roadway.  Where placed in fields, the route was first stripped of ploughsoil to 
create a 6m wide track for the passage of trench-cutting machinery. Site inspections focused 
on the ploughsoil-stripped areas, also trenching in the region of the 12th-century church of St 
Andrew’s. Trench cutting in other parts of the route was subject to occasional observation. 
 
Results 
In the fields the initial stripping removed 0.25m to 0.3m of ploughsoil, leaving a residue which 
obscured the underlying subsoil in many places.  Where fully exposed, the subsoil to the 
south of the church was generally a yellowish brown chalky lay and to the north a coarse 
gravely sand. Only one intrusion of possible archaeological significance was uncovered: a 1m 
wide east-west feature, probably a field ditch but of unknown date, extended across the 
stripped area at a point 30m beyond the southern boundary of the churchyard. 
 
Notable among the finds recovered from the ploughsoil-stripped areas were two prehistoric 
flint cores, the locations of which are plotted on the attached plan. Other finds, detailed in the 
fieldwork archive, included medieval pottery and post-medieval coins. 
  
The road stratigraphy was recorded at two points in the pipeline: outside St Andrew’s 
churchyard and 600m to the south, opposite London Land Cottages. At both locations modern 
road layers sealed 0.3m thick deposits of gravel and small stones within which no separate 
stratification could be distinguished. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Anglian Water Services (sponsors), Haiste Breheny, Mike Matthews. 
 
X Series finds list   AWA Wormingford water main WB   93/3d   Feb 1993 
608 Pot and flint core Topsoil strip surface finds 
609 Tile, flint - core? - flake Topsoil strip surface finds 
625 Pot handle 13th - 16th 

century 
topsoil strip, surface find.  Plotted 

626 Pot 14th - 16th century topsoil strip, surface find.  Plotted 
627 Fe coin (illegal penny 

sized) 
metal detecting

9
 after topsoil strip 

628 Ae coin (penny sized) 
George 2nd? 

metal detecting after topsoil strip (verge side 5m past last 
oak) (same area as X608) 

629 Copper alloy decorated 
strip 

metal detecting after topsoil strip (south of Church) 

 

                                                 
9
  Mike Matthews  



CAT Report 1000. Volume 3: Projects outside Colchester Borough. October 2017 

 52 
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93/6a 
Fingringhoe  
Water Main (Abberton Road) 
TM 0346 2045 to TM 0377 2059 
Carl Crossan 
 
A watching brief on water mains renewal at Fingringhoe, Essex: pits and 
ditches, some coinciding with cropmarks 

 
Introduction 
In June 1993, Anglian Water Services laid a new water main along a 1.1 km route between 
the village hall and High Park Corner, Fingringhoe. This report summarises the principal ob-
servations made during inspections of the more archaeologically sensitive areas of the route.  
 
Attention concentrated on the eastern part of the route, where the pipeline was diverted south 
from the Abberton Road and laid along the edge of a large field in which are the cropmarks of 
a ring-ditch, earlier field systems, and erratic lines of pit-like features. Pipe laying in the field 
involved the removal of 0.3m to 0.4m of ploughsoil to create a 6m-wide traffic lane for ma-
chinery which then excavated a 0.3m-wide pipe trench to depths of up to 1.2m from the re-
duced surface level. 
 
Results 
In the region of Providence Place and Thornfleet (NGR: TM 03452044) disturbance to three 
cropmark features was avoided by a late change in the route which resulted in trenching tak-
ing place in the road instead of in the field to the rear of the properties.  
 
Between Picketts and High Park Corner the ploughsoil was a light sandy loam which when 
stripped was found to grow gradually less ‘humic’ with depth, merging with an underlying pale 
to mid brown loamy sand subsoil which in turn sealed natural sand with gravels and clay in 
places. 
 
Surface finds consisted of occasional fragments of clay tobacco pipe and peg-tile with no 
concentrations in their pattern of distribution. 
 
At the reduced level conditions for observations were less than ideal with subsoil obscured in 
places by residues of ploughsoil and a general lack of colour contrast in the ground, which 
was extremely dry in spite of recent rain. However, the following five features were recorded 
during the deeper trench-cutting for the pipe: none were discernible from the ploughsoil-
reduced level.  
 
F1. 37 m east of point A. 
A 2.5m wide pit or ditch with a pale brown loamy sand fill and a ‘V’-shaped profile which ex-
tended beyond the bottom of the 1.1m deep pipe trench. Possibly early, although the upper 
relationships in the trench section were difficult to distinguish. 
 
F2. 42 m east of point A. 
A poorly-defined interruption, possibly a ditch or pit. 1.2m wide, 0.85m deep. The stratigraphic 
relationships appeared to be similar to those of F1. 
 
F3. 116 m east of point A. 
A pit, filled with mid brown clay loam of similar appearance to the natural subsoil to either 
side. The feature was 1.2m wide and 0.65m deep where cut by the northern side of the 
trench, but less prominent in the southern side. Possibly early. 
 
F4. 70 m west of point B. 
A pit, 1.3 m wide, 0.45 m deep, with pale to mid brown loamy sand till. Possibly early. 
 
F5. 19 m west of point B. 
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Depression, possibly the lower surviving part of a north-south ditch, 0.95m wide, 0.4m deep 
when recorded. The soil stripping at this point extended to depths of up to 0.45m and the area 
had been heavily tracked by vehicles at the time of inspection. The humic fill and limited rela-
tionships suggest a relatively late date for the feature. 
 
Location points ‘A’ (the east boundary of Thornfleet), and ‘B’ (the southern edge of Brook Hall 
Road) are indicated on the accompanying plan. 
 
In relation to existing cropmark plots, F1 and F2 may be associated with a ditch and pit-like 
features known to lie in that part of the field. The pits, F3 and F4 are fresh observations and 
possibly too insubstantial to register as cropmarks. At the eastern end of the route, F5 lies 
close to the plotted course of a NE/SW linear cropmark observed in 1974, but cannot be con-
clusively associated with the feature due to the limited level of exposure at that point in the 
pipeline. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Thanks are due to Anglian Water Services Ltd for sponsoring this watching brief; also to their 
contractor, Haiste Breheny Ltd, for their co-operation during the course of the works. 
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93/7c 
West Mersea and East Mersea 
Mersea Island Water Main (West Mersea and East Mersea) 
NGR – see individual sections below 
Carl Crossan 
 
A Watching Brief on Water Main Installation at Mersea Island - evidence of Ro-
man, medieval and possible prehistoric activity. 

 
Background 
Between July 1993 and April 1994, contractors for Anglian Water Services Ltd laid 14 km of 
underground water main over an extensive area of Mersea Island. The island lies at the estu-
aries of the rivers Blackwater and Colne, and bears evidence of a wide range of early occupa-
tion and activity extending back to the prehistoric period. Notable among its many archaeo-
logical sites are the Roman settlement at West Mersea, and a cluster of eight ring ditches 
(possibly Bronze Age burials) with adjacent evidence indicative of an Iron Age cemetery at 
Bonds Green Farm, East Mersea. With the sponsorship of Anglian Water, a selective watch-
ing brief was held on the contractor’s excavations while the path of the new pipeline passed 
through both archaeologically sensitive areas. 
 
 
The Fieldwork 
 
1. Bonds Green Farm, East Mersea. 
 
East Road (TM 05801469) 
Aerial surveys have located cropmarks in the region of Manwood Grove - a group of at least 
eight ring-ditches, a trackway, pits and a circular post-hole structure (SMR 2237). Although 
the majority of the discernible features lie to the north of the main road the cropmarks seem to 
extend south into a field affected by the pipeline. The inspections here focussed on a 201 me-
tre length of straight trenching along the northern edge of the field. 
 
At its western end the trench line was situated 9.5 metres south of the East Road verge then 
gradually diverged to a point 13 metres south at its intersection with the track to Fen Farm. 
The open cut method employed for the installation of mains water pipes in fields usually in-
volves a preliminary stage of ploughsoil stripping to create a passageway on firmer subsoil for 
machine traffic. In this instance no stripping took place since the grassed soil was sufficiently 
firm to allow the 300mm wide, 1.3 metre deep trenches to be cut directly from the surface of 
the field. Feature depths quoted below are therefore overall measurements including topsoil 
cover, which in this area was generally 250mm in thickness. 

 
The stratigraphy over the length of the trench typically consisted of 250mm medium brown 
sandy loam topsoil above 200mm of pale to medium brown fine silt loam which in turn lay on 
a natural subsoil of reddish brown coarse sand and gravel. Access for cleaning and recording 
of exposed features was restricted by the narrowness of the trench. However, the following 
features were identified and are plotted on Plan 1: 
 

F1) A pit or ditch with a “U” shaped profile, 650mm wide, 850mm deep. Fill - pale brown silty 
sand. Lower profile of this feature was fairly well defined against the contrasting natural subsoil,. 
Upper horizon of the fill was indistinct but appeared to be stratigraphically early. 
 
F2) A broad interruption extending across 11.1 metres of the trench section. Extending to an 
overall depth of 1.15 metres, the feature fill consisted mainly of pale brown silt loam containing 
occasional flecks of charcoal. From limited observation the feature may represent a ditch cut at a 
near parallel angle by the trenching, but no definite interpretation can be placed on this interrup-
tion since the pipe trench was partly backfilled at this point. 
 
F3) A pit, 0.4m wide, 0.85m deep, filled by pale brown silty sand. Possibly stratigraphically early.  
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F4) An interruption, 10.3m wide, with a fill of mid brown silt loam extending beyond the bottom of 
the trench which here was part-backfilled to a depth of 1.15 metres. In common with F2, the un-
usually broad profile displayed in the trench sections may be attributable to the angle at which it 
was cut by the pipe trench. 
 
F5) A “V” shaped pit or ditch, 1.3 metres wide, 950 mm deep, with a fill of pale to mid brown silt 
loam. Stratigraphically possibly early. Sketch profiles of F1-F5 together with additional notes and 
precise location details are included in the archived records of the fieldwork. 

 

Of the five features noted above, the absence of dating evidence and difficulty in discerning 
the upper stratigraphic horizons preclude any soundly based historical phasing. In relative 
terms F1, F3 and F5 appeared be early while a more humic fill in F4 may indicate a later ori-
gin. F2 seemed to share some characteristics with F4 and thus may be associated, although 
its fill was less distinctively humic. In relation to earlier cropmark plots, F2 and F4 lie in close 
proximity to a sinuous linear feature and may be one and the same. 
 
East of East Road (TM 05981495) 
In 1964, a farm worker unearthed an Iron Age bowl buried at a depth of 600mm in a field to 
the east of East Road (SMR 2236). At the time approximately 4.5 square metres of the sur-
rounding ground was stripped down to natural subsoil but no further discoveries were made. It 
is unusual to encounter complete vessels that have simply been lost in isolated circum-
stances in antiquity; such discoveries are often found to be associated with a more wide-
spread related activity involving deliberate burial of vessels and may indicate the existence of 
a cemetery in the immediate area. The site of the find lies on land approximately 250 metres 
to the north-east of the ring-ditches, where the main was again laid in a 300 mm wide trench 
cut directly from the grassed surface of the field. Here a 173 metre stretch of trenching run-
ning north from the junction of East Road and Broman’s Lane was continuously observed, 
revealing one significant feature (F6 on Plan 1), a broad shallow intrusion, 2.9 m wide where 
exposed in the trench section, sealed by topsoil and cut to a depth of 400 mm (650mm overall 
depth). The fill of the feature consisted of 150 mm dark brown sandy loam with a high content 
of gravel and lenses of oyster shell at its interface with an underlying deposit of pale brown 
fine sandy loam with rare small stones and further lenses of oyster. Two sherds of 13th - 16th 
century black coarseware were recovered from the lower fill. Curiously, this feature was ex-
posed in the same area of the field as the 1964 find. Without the added dimension of topsoil 
stripping to expose its full extent, interpretation of the feature can only be based on the limited 
section provided by the machined cut and is therefore tentative. However, from the available 
evidence, the more humic soil consistence and relatively haphazard distribution of shell in the 
uppermost 150mm of its fill were quite consistent with that of a relatively early feature, par-
tially re-excavated then backfilled in recent decades. While this may point to the upper fill rep-
resenting the backfilled 1964 excavations, the underlying levels appeared undisturbed but 
clearly not of Iron Age origin. Possibly the feature is part of a medieval pit cut by the enlarged 
area known to have been explored thirty years ago. Elsewhere this stretch of trenching re-
vealed 250mm topsoil over a varied subsoil consisting mainly of reddish brown coarse grav-
elly sands and clays. The subsoil was devoid of interruptions other than obviously modern 
intrusions. 
 
The route of the pipeline to the north-east of Bonds Green farmhouse was inspected and the 
following were plotted: 
 

F6: A large post-medieval waste pit, 6 metres wide, 800mm deep (overall), sealed by 400mm 
topsoil and filled by a dark greyish brown clay loam with occasional small fragments of peg-tile 
and oyster shell. 
 
F7: A flint flake, heavily abraded, was recovered from the surface of stripped subsoil. Elsewhere 
in the region of Bonds Green Farm occasional inspection of topsoil stripped areas revealed only 
occasional oyster shell and post-medieval finds. 

 

2. Central West Mersea. 
Past groundworks within a one hundred metre radius of West Mersea church have frequently 
encountered tessellated pavements, mosaic floors, walls and demolition debris which seem to 
belong to a Roman coastal settlement of some importance. Beyond the central area, similar 
but less concentrated observations suggest that the inhabited area may have extended over 
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an area of 25 acres and was possibly a small town or a substantial villa employing a large 
workforce. Trench inspections concentrated on works in the eastern part of Coast Road and 
the southern end of the High Street, with occasional inspection of progress in other West 
Mersea streets kindly carried out by volunteer members of The Colchester Archaeological 
Group. 
 
Coast Road, West Mersea. ( TM 00801244 ) 
In addition to Roman occupation, this part of West Mersea also contains the site of a pre-
conquest Benedictine Priory which was one of the earliest monastic houses to be established 
in Essex (Plan 2). 
 
At the E end of Coast Road a 200m trench, from the junction with St Peter’s Road to the 
property east of The Coach House, was inspected. For much of the W stretch of the route the 
excavation consisted of a 450mm wide trench typically located 1.7 metres out from the S kerb 
of the road, which revealed only late road metalling interrupted in places by a variety of ser-
vice trenches. At TM 00771244, the path of the trench moved S following a line 600mm from 
the kerb, where the modern metalling was found to seal an earlier road layer of 80-100mm 
compacted gravel. The road gravel rested on a single 450mm deep deposit of stoney dark 
greyish brown sandy loam, which appeared to be road make-up laid to compensate for the 
natural fall in ground level. This was the earliest deposit in the sequence above natural coarse 
sand which was exposed at an overall depth of 7()0mm. The origins of Coast Road are ob-
scure but the levelling material noted above seems more likely to be medieval or later, rather 
than Roman. Opposite The Coach House (C on Plan 2) and its adjoining *properties the road 
trench exposed substantial deposits with fragments of Roman brick, septaria, opus signinum 
and other mortars; also small amounts of flint and tile. Although conditions for inspection were 
less than ideal due to the small trench, this material was clearly redeposited and seemed to 
consist largely of medieval demolition debris incorporating a very high content of re-used Ro-
man building material. Whether this originated from the demolition of the Benedictine Priory or 
some other building in the vicinity is not evident. 
 
Inspection of this section of the main ceased a short distance east of The Coach House. Be-
yond this point, tunnelling was employed to connect the pipeline with the main at the southern 
end of the High Street.  
 
High Street ( TM 00911255 ) 
In the High Street, trenching at the bend immediately north of the church (A-B on Plan 2) ex-
posed a relatively undisturbed 37 metre long section in which the following sequence of de-
posits was clearly displayed: 
 

L1. Modern tarmac above ballast. 300mm thick. 
L2. Compacted gravel. Earlier road metalling. Approximately 100mm thick. 
L3. Sporadic oyster shell. 
L4. Sandy loam with occ oyster. Dump or accumulation. Approximately 200mm thick. 
L5. Sandy loam with fragments of mortared Roman brick, Kentish Ragstone 
and oyster. Dump or accumulation. 150mm thick. 
L6. Sandy loam dump or accumulation. Approximately 250mm thick. 
L7. Natural sand at an overall depth of 900mm-1 metre 
 

In the Colchester area Kentish Ragstone is second only to septaria as the preferred building 
stone in the Roman period. On close examination a large piece of the Kentish Ragstone re-
covered from L5 was found to have two quite different mortar mixes adhering to it. This would 
be consistent with medieval reuse of locally salvaged Roman masonry and also suggests that 
L5 may be associated with, or post-dates, the demolition of a prominently situated medieval 
building. 
 
Acknowledgements 
AWA, Haiste Breheny (contractor). Kath Evans, James Fawn, Dennis Tripp (in W Mersea)  
X series finds  
668 Pot Roman Bonds Green Farm  F1 Fill 
669 Pot and clay pipe (post-medieval), flint Topsoil stripping 
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Plan 1 
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Plan 2 
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93/7d  
Langenhoe, Land south of Fingringhoe Road 10 
TM 0085 1897 
Carl Crossan 
Date of fieldwork: July - August 1993, May 1994 
 
Note: this is the watching brief stage of project 92/7c 

 
1992 TRENCH PLAN 
 
Summary: Medieval and later debris noted in SE part of site (see also 92/7c). The only 
conclusion from this occasional (and unsatisfactory) watching brief was that the medieval 
occupation previously noted (92/7c) by trial trenching appeared to be confined to the south-
eastern area of the site. The purpose and focus of the medieval occupation remains unknown. 
Archaeological condition requested but omitted from planning consent (!) 

11 
 
13/07/1993 

                                                 
10

  In the site report, this is referred to as ‘The Poplars’. However, I am sure this is wrong, be-
cause The Poplars is a residence much farther east than this site. 
11

  Not so: April 1994 discovered belatedly that condition was placed on consent. Galliford Sears 

just hadn’t bothered to tell us. 
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Informed by local resident that work started weeks ago - we were not informed by Galliford 
Sears. 
 
Visited, contractor is Tendring Construction. 
 
At northern end of site, road already laid and show house built.  Groundworks for adjacent 
houses completed.  No significant features or finds. 
 
At central and southern part of site only superficial stripping of undergrowth with trenching for 
major drains in progress.  Two lightly stripped areas in southwest part of site contained oyster 
and peg-tile fragments.  Locations marked on plan. 
 
 

 
 
1993 OBSERVATIONS 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 3: Projects outside Colchester Borough. October 2017 

 62 

93/8a 
Stanway  
Church Lane, ARC Quarry 
TL 943 240 
Carl Crossan 
 
Project type:, Watching brief- negative 
Note from HB: I think this is same watching brief as 91/9b and 92/5a. 
 
Summary: Negative (note: enclosure area examined as part of 91/9b is no longer to be 
quarried) 
 
13/08/1993.  Visited in response to a call from ARC’s Robin Lane advising CAT that soil 
stripping was in progress.  No fresh soil stripping was occurring at the time of the visit, 
however they have previously stripped and quarried a large area in the central part of the 
field.  Nothing was discernible in the sections. 
 
07/09/1993.  Stripping in the central part of the field has reached the trackway.  Very dry and 
dusty - nothing discernible. Spoke to David DeAth. The current phase of stripping will continue 
to Church Lane but will not include the 60-70 m strip along the western edge of the field. This 
includes the enclosure area which will not be quarried as it contains too little gravel to be 
worthwhile. 
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93/9b 
Layer-de-la-Haye  
Church Road, Water Main  
TL 9633 1896 to TL 9658 1948 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching Brief on water main renewal at Layer-de-la-Haye: largely negative. 
In September 1993, Anglian Water Services laid a water main for 1.2km along the W side of 
Church Road. A watching brief was held on soil strip and trenching on the southern part of the 
route, where the new pipeline passed close to cropmarks of early fields, tracks, a ring ditch 
and building (EHER 11541, 11542). 

 
 

650m of the route was inspected, from TL 9663 1896 to TL 9658 1948. Where located in 
fields, trenching was preceded by a soil strip removing 0.3m of ploughsoil to create a 6m-wide 
easement for machinery which then excavated a 0.3m wide trench to 1.35m from the reduced 
level. Trenches near the Waterworks were located on the W edge of the road and were 
subject to intermittent observation. 
 
In the fields S of the Waterworks the initial strip left patches of ploughsoil partly obscuring the 
underlying subsoil. Here, a light scatter of small peg-tile fragments in the ploughsoil and 
subsoil surface were more common for 100m stretch extending S from a point opposite Layer 
Hall. This material may be associated with building activity at the Hall, or it may be manure 
scatter. Directly opposite the church, stripping 9m to the W of the road revealed discoloured 
subsoil which on investigation was found to be focused on a 1m diameter area of red clay, 
burnt in-situ and of indeterminate date. Elsewhere, neither the subsoil, where clearly exposed, 
nor the trenches contained evidence of the cropmark features in the adjacent fields. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Anglian Water Services Ltd, Haiste Breheny Ltd. 
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93/10a 
Ardleigh 
Western water main (A1232 to Ardleigh Treatment Works) 
TM 0180 2845 to TM 0377 2828 
Carl Crossan 
Fieldwork:, October 1993 to January 1994 
 
Watching brief - Negative 
 
A Watching Brief on the Ardleigh Western Water Main 

 
Background 
Between October 1993 and January 1994, contractors for Anglian Water Services Ltd laid a 
new main along a 2.1km route from the northern end of Ipswich Road, Colchester, to the wa-
ter treatment works opposite De Bois Hall, Ardleigh. A watching brief was held on the work, 
which for the greater part the route extended across orchards and farmland a short distance 
to the south of Ardleigh Reservoir. 
 
The Ardleigh area is known to be of archaeological value since aerial surveys over open land 
immediately north of the reservoir have discovered complex patterns of early activity with evi-
dence for prehistoric field systems including ditched enclosures and trackways. Surface finds 
from this region extend back to the palaeolithic period. To the south of the valley, less is 
known about early occupation in the vicinity of the pipeline, because the land is either built 
over or planted with crops unsuited for worthwhile aerial survey. The available evidence is 
limited mainly to surface finds, which include a polished Neolithic axe (TM 031280, EHER 
2484), and, most notably, a record of Iron Age cremation burials at Fen Farm (TM 029279, 
EHER 2485). 
 
The Fieldwork 
Installation of the 600mm diameter pipeline involved the preliminary strip of approximately 
250mm topsoil to create a 9m-wide easement for digging machinery, which then excavated 
the pipe trenches to varying depths. Conditions, particularly in the early weeks of the project, 
were extremely wet. Freshly stripped ground rapidly turned to mud, and frequent visits were 
needed to monitor progress. 
 
Over the W part of the route, topsoil stripping in the orchards and fields exposed a yellowish 
brown clay loam subsoil. Between points F and D the clay loam contained charcoal varying 
from sparse scatterings of flecks to distinct concentrations, the latter most apparent in the 
region of point A. Here, a source could be identified in the form of localised burning but in the 
absence of associated evidence its date remains uncertain. Very small fragments of red tile 
and occasional brick were also evident in most parts of the route, but with little distinct focus, 
except in the vicinity of point C where a concentration of brick fragments may indicate nearby 
post-medieval occupation. The westernmost 800 metres of the main crossed several former 
field boundaries, all of which appeared to be of late-eighteenth to early-nineteenth century 
origin. An absence of discernible evidence for any earlier field systems may simply be 
attributable to the waterlogged ground conditions which tended to obscure soil contrasts and 
consistence. However, while this is frequently a factor in identification of subtler prehistoric 
features, more humic later fills were still distinguishable in these conditions and thus it is 
possible that the lack of any evidence for medieval field systems may signify that the area 
crossed by this section of the pipeline was woodland until the eighteenth century. This would 
be consistent with a medieval or earlier origin for the adjoining Bullock Wood, which appears 
to be a remnant of a larger area known in late 1700s as Soames Wood. 
 
In the region of the suspected Iron Age cemetery at Fen Farm, pipe laying progress over 
potentially the most sensitive part of the route was halted by access difficulties. Unfortunately, 
when works resumed in that area the pre-arranged notification from the site contractor did not 
materialise and the stripping and trenching therefore took place without archaeological 
observation. 
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From the A120 to its eastern termination at the Ardleigh water works the stripping and trench-
ing generally revealed a grey brown stony clay subsoil with modern redeposited soils in 
places. On the high ground to the west of the John De Bois weir inclusions were rare, consist-
ing mainly of occasional fragments of clay tobacco pipe stem and stoneware sherds. No fea-
tures were discernible at this point other than modern intrusions. To the east of the weir the 
rising ground was devoid of significant features, although a scattering of heavily abraded brick 
and peg-tile fragments at point Y may be indicative of pre-18th century activity in the area S of 
De Bois Hall. 

 
Acknowledgements 
Anglian Water Services Ltd (client), contractor P Trant Ltd. 
 

 
Western part of pipe route (note: this work predates the construction of the (new) A120T 
along the southern edge of Ardleigh Reservoir). 
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Eastern part of pipe route 
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93/10b 
Wivenhoe 
Colne Flood Barrier 
TM 0411 2125 
Len Leach, Carl Crossan 
Fieldwork: September 1991 to Autumn 1993 
 
Negative watching brief 
 
Site notes (CC) 
26/09/1991  Barrier pit.  Southern end of area stripped of topsoil and excavated to depth of up 
to 4m exposing natural strata of sand, gravel and dense grey clay.  No significant features or 
finds. 
 

 
Fig 1 
 
October 1991 Watching brief taken over by Len Leach of Wivenhoe. 
 
Report - Len Leach 
Work ran from autumn 1991 to autumn 1993. Downstream of the barrier approximately 150m 
of tow path and embankment was removed and then together with an adjacent area was built 
up with gravel and other aggregate. Although a close watch was kept on this operation, no 
trace of occupation or artefacts was found.  However, two large anchors were salvaged, relics 
of large vessels moored there. 
 
Another large anchor with a length of chain attached and a smaller one were dredged up 
upstream of the barrier, and another with part of the stock missing on the Fingringhoe side 
(subsequently lost when spoil  was deposited there). 
 
Most of the river deposit dredged when constructing the coffer dams was taken in barges and 
dumped in the sea near Harwich. However, a small amount was dumped in a shallow gravel 
pit on the Fingringhoe side. Examination of this and the river bank was possible at low tide by 
a temporary bridge, but at high tide no access was possible owing to the centre being raised 
to allow the flow of river traffic. No features were seen in the river bank. The gungy 
composition of the river deposit did not permit a detailed examination. 
 
Returning to the Wivenhoe side, there is an area of low lying land downstream of the barrier 
which is always prone to flooding and will be even more so when the barrier gates are closed, 
in order to redress this situation a series of drainage pipes was inserted, the upcast from this 
operation was examined but with negative results. 
 
Observation of this project was not very rewarding from an archaeological point of view. 
 

In conclusion I recommend that in order to establish goodwill for future projects a letter be 
sent to all concerned, namely the NRA staff, Mr Chilvers of Posford Duvivier and Mr H. 
Douglas, general foreman of Nuttalls who was ever willing to point out various features and 
ensuring  the anchors were put in front of the new sailing clubhouse. Mr D. Johnson was the 
chief NRA representative. 
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94/10d 
Stanway  
South of New Farm Road, 
TL 95910 24595 
Carl Crossan 
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Watching brief - negative 
Site off New Farm Road, Stanway (near S end of Holliwell Close). Two large trenches near 
the west boundary of the site were inspected.  No significant features. The trench stratigraphy 
was noted for future reference. 

 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 3: Projects outside Colchester Borough. October 2017 

 70 

93/11a 
Fingringhoe  
Abberton Road 
TM 0309 2044 
Carl Crossan 
 
Negative watching brief 
 

Site notes  11/11/1993  site south of mill 
Stripped of up to 25cm topsoil at E end, only c10 cm turf removed elsewhere.  Nothing. Sand 
subsoil exposed at E end, rest of site still covered by residual topsoil. 

 
The site lies 100m E of Fingringhoe church, set back 10m from Abberton Rd. Ground 
clearance for house construction involved limited grading of existing bank, and soil stripping 
to flatten an older terrace. Grading exposed humic loamy sand, probably deposited against 
bank during earlier terracing. In the centre and W of terrace, levelling removed only 10cm, 
leaving a residue of topsoil. Toward the E end, depth of stripping increased to 25cm, revealing  
featureless sandy subsoil. 
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93/11d 
Fingringhoe 
Roman River Mill      TM 02992 20580 
Carl Crossan  
 

Site inspection: short note, photographed before closure 

 

11/11/1993  Visited 
while conducting 
watching brief on site 
on main road. 
Externally modern, 
the interior at the N 
end of the building 
(which spans the 
river) contains an 
earlier timber 
structure in skeletal 
form. Much reused 
material. East wall 
weather-boarded.  
Photographed, b/w 
and colour. Mill due 
to close at end of the 
month.  According to 
the foreman the 
building is not listed 
but has recently been 
visited by someone 
(unknown) who dated 
it to 19th cent, with 
reused timbers dating 
to 1520s. 

 

 

 

 
 
15/11/1993  Spoke to 
Dave Stenning, ECC 
Historic Buildings 
Section. He confirms 
he and several others 
have visited the mill 
recently and some 
moves have been 
made to obtain listed 
status for the earlier 
part of the building. 
He placed the timber 
structure at the early 
1800’s.  Also spoke 
to Sue Jackson, 
Colchester Borough 
Council planning 
department. To date 
they had had no 
approaches from the 
owners over 
redevelopment but 
will note our interest 
if the situation 
changes. 
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94/2e 
Layer Marney, 
Thorringtons Farm, Thorrington Road 
TL 92189 18160 
Carl Crossan 
 
Evaluation - negative 

 
Three exploratory trenches (see plan) were dug by machine to check for the presence or 
otherwise of a moat in the region of a sludge lagoon to the east of the main farm buildings. 
The work was carried out at the request of English Heritage and was prompted by proposed 
enlargement of the lagoon to the east and south. 
 
No evidence for a moat was found. 
 
Trench 1, to the north of the lagoon, contained 15cm of clay loam topsoil above approximately 
20cm of olive-tinged brown clay loam, the lower horizon of which merged into yellowish brown 
natural loamy clay. 
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In Trench 2, to the south, topsoil sealed yellowish brown clay loam, cut at the point shown on 
the plan by a north-south ditch, 2m wide an 1.5m deep, with olive-tinged greyish brown fill. 
 
To the east, the stratigraphy in Trench 3 consisted of uninterrupted natural yellowish brown 
loamy clay/clay loam, sealed by 20cm topsoil. 
 
 

 
 
 
94/2f 
West Bergholt to Great Horkesley 
West Bergholt to Great Horkesley water main 
TL 9581 2819 to TL 9702 3114 
Carl Crossan 
 
Pipeline watching brief: prehistoric flints 
 
Background 
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Between February and April 1994, contractors for Anglian Water Services Ltd laid a new main 
along a 3.5km route between West Bergholt and the water reservoir at Great Horkesley. A 
watching brief was held on the works, which extended across relatively high open land 
between the 50m and 60m contours. 

 
In the general vicinity of the pipeline route there are a number of sites of archaeological 
interest ranging from the Palaeolithic to Roman periods.  Most notable of these is Pitchbury 
Ramparts (Scheduled Ancient Monument no.45; EHER 12560), an Iron Age hill-fort which lies 
a short distance beyond the defensive dykes of the Colchester oppidum, a Belgic tribal 
stronghold which was the largest of its kind in southern Britain. 
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The Fieldwork 
Installation of the 500mm pipework involved the preliminary strip of approximately 300mm 
topsoil to create a 12 metre easement for the passage of digging machinery, which then 
excavated the pipe trenches to depths of 1.5-3.5 metres. Conditions for observation were 
mostly good, although a spell of snow resulted in some discontinuity in inspections at the 
West Bergholt end of the route. 
 
Topsoil strip over the length of the line generally revealed of yellowish brown clay and sandy 
clay loam subsoils with a varying but mainly low content of small stones.  Between Hall Road 
and Coach Road, West Bergholt, the stripped ground contained few inclusions other than 
occasional fragments of peg-tile, clay tobacco pipe and post-medieval wares in the vicinity of 
established areas of occupation. Subsoil intrusions were confined to late pits and ditches, and 
the 900m stretch of the route immediately W of Pitchbury Ramparts displayed no evidence of 
prehistoric activity. 
 
From Coach Road to School Lane stripping exposed a similar overall finds profile, except in a 
small area bordering the southern side of School Lane (“B” on the location plan) where 
quantities of peg-tile may be indicative of previously unrecorded occupation. 
 
Of principal interest was the region to the north of School Lane. Here, a 150m length of 
stripped ground (“A” on the location plan) contained prehistoric utilized flints including two 
cores and a possible flaked blade. No associated subsoil features were visible in the smeared 
and muddied ground. 
 
Acknowledgements 
Anglian Water Services Ltd (client), Anglian Water Engineering and Business Systems Ltd, 
Haiste Breheny Ltd (contractors) 
 
 
X series finds list 
Anglian Water main Gt Horkesley - West Bergholt WB   94/2F 
667 Assorted flints (thrown 

away) 
From subsoil exposed by topsoil stripping.  Plot ‘A’ on 
plan 
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94/9d 
Fordham  
Moat Hall, Moat Road  
TL 9302 2890 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative  
Foundation trenches for the southern half of a 7m long extension at the west side of the 
house were inspected. 
 
No medieval features were encountered.  Between a 200mm spread of imported topsoil and 
dense natural clay lay 300mm of very mixed deposits composed mainly of sand, stones and, 
immediately above the natural, a light scatter of brick and tile fragments.  These deposits 
appear to be of 18th/19th century date although the lowest (layer 4 in site notes) included at 
least on residual fragment of earlier brick. 

 
Stratigraphy 
Turf and topsoil - imported, not natural accumulation.  20 cm. 
Mixed - mainly yellowish brown clay loam, medium content pebbles.  15 cm. 
Reddish brown sand and stones.  10 cm. 
Light spread of small fragments of brick (3” unfrogged) and tile (includes one 2” thick brick but 
also later).  5 cm. 
Dense mid brown natural clay. 
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94/9e 
Stanway  
St Albright’s Crescent, off London Road  
TL 95952 24992 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
[HB – this is nowhere near St Albright’s Church] 
Nothing observed.  Visited three times between 20th September and 3rd October.  
First two calls were premature; final visit too late for proper inspection. 
 
Area at north-eastern part of grounds stripped to depth of between 10mm (west side) 
and 300mm (east side).  Sides largely obscured by newly laid kerbs and reduced 
ground, most of which was still within topsoil, was partly covered with chippings, 
patches of modern debris and smears of redeposited soil. 

 
Generally, stratigraphy appears to consist of: 
 
c. 250mm topsoil 
Mid brown sandy loam subsoil 
 
At one point (‘A’ on plan) a 75 mm thick layer of small stones could be seen between 
layers 1 and 2.  However, observation (a gap in the kerb) was far too restricted.  If 
road on track metalling the deposit is as likely to be associated with the route now 
known as Council Road, as it is to represent anything earlier [sic. HB interpretation - 
the observed gravel probably modern, because Roman road is too far north of here..] 
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95/3e 
West Mersea  
Beach (adj. Kingsland Drive) 
TM 0154 1230 
James Fawn 
 

 
Site inspection -  Possible red hill 
Roman pottery found on beach in March 1995; with finder Robert Lee. Also briquetage with Robert Lee, Mrs 
Kath Evans and James Fawn. Fragments of vessels, firebar and pedestals.  Also scattered clumps of red 
earth which augering indicated to be 10cm or less thick, with no evidence of structure. 
 

The scatter occupied an area of about 11m diameter, 105m east of Lower Kingsland Road, formerly Seaview 
Road, and 66m south of the property boundaries fronting the beach.  15m SSE of the centre of the scatter 
was a circular area of grey--black fired material and briquetage fragments of about 0.5m diameter. It was 
evidently in situ unlike the other finds and may be the remains of a beach fire or picnic hearth, albeit a wet 
one since it is well below high tide level. The thickness of the deposit was only 5-10cm.   
 

The site is on the marine alluvium at the foot of a pebble bank which extends along the beach, at a height of 
0.053 OD levelled against a local benchmark. The diffuseness of the scatter suggests that it is not a red hill, 
but originates from one nearby, perhaps under the pebble bank to the north, higher up the beach.  The area 
is regularly dug over by bait gatherers, but the appearance of the material seems to have been due to recent 
high tides which have scoured the beach.  The site appears to be the same as SMR 2235, previously 
reported in 1949. 
 

Carl Crossan describes two fragments of decorated ware as Flavian* and a third fragment as Roman but not 
dateable.  Of course, neither need be associated with the briquetage, but the Flavian date is compatible with 
current estimates for red hills.   
 

The briquetage collected included two pieces of well-fired “hearth material”, with AJF. 
 
 
* See covering note.  CC. 
 
Covering note 

 
West Mersea, possible Red Hill. 
Reported by Robert Lee, site agent for HR Strood, contractors at Hole in the Wall. Pottery found in vicinity: 
 
Rim of 1st century black jar, probably pre-Flavian. 
Handle and possibly associated body sherd, black (blacked exterior).  Roman, possibly later than 1). 
 
Both in possession of Mrs Lee. Introduced him to James Fawn, who subsequently inspected site and 
produced report attached. 
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95/6b 
Birch, 
ARC Quarry, Maldon Road 
TL 9333 2002 
Donald Shimmin 
 
Watching brief – Roman oven 
 

 
 
Colchester Archaeological Trust 
 
A Roman Heating Chamber at the ARC Quarry, Birch, Colchester. 
 
NGR: TL 9333 2002 

 
Introduction 
A number of Roman tile fragments were collected during the machine stripping of topsoil in the NE area of 
the ARC gravel quarry at Birch in June 1995. Closer inspection revealed several tiles in-situ', and 
subsequently a short excavation took place to elucidate the remains, which had suffered both from the 
machine stripping as well as from long-term plough damage. 
 
The site lies on the north side of the brow of a low hill at approximately 42m, on what was previously 
agricultural land. Aerial photographs have illustrated a series of cropmarks in this area.  
 
Initially the features uncovered were rapidly sectioned and recorded. Some further piecemeal excavation 
was possibly into early July prior to the destruction of the feature. Detailed clearance of the surrounding area 
was not feasible, although observation during machining failed to reveal further features. A small quantity of 
finds was recovered, and the tile sampled (x 688-697); these together with the site archive will be held in 
Colchester Museum. 
 
Excavation 
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The tiles initially uncovered from part of a large oven or kiln, some 5m by 2.6m, aligned approximately east-
west. The feature was cut approximately 0.2m into the natural subsoil and only this sunken area survived.  
 
A large, oval, shallow pit, 2.4-2.8m in diameter, formed the main chamber of the oven, and was flat-bottomed 
with slopping sides (sx A). There was little evidence of burning within the chamber, except immediately 
adjacent to the flue. There were slight indications that the bottom and side of the oven had a deliberate 
coating of 'daub' (reddish-yellow sandy clay loam), although it is possible that this was simply an effect of the 
natural subsoil. There was no definitive evidence for structural features within the chamber, and no direct 
evidence for the superstructure.  
 
The backfill of the chamber was a dark grey sandy clay loam, up to 0.14m thick, with abundant flecks of 
charcoal and burnt daub, and occasional scatters of grey 'ash'. Several tile fragments were also recovered, 
usually lying horizontally in the fill, but these did not appear to be structural. A minute fragment of ?prehistoric 
pottery was also found (x 694). There were no obvious traces of other inclusions such as carbonised seeds. 
At the eastern side of the chamber, the backfill sealed an earlier, not dissimilar layer, up against the sides of 
the flue, as well as a widespread 'ash' layer (see below). The fill seems likely to post-date the use of the 
structure and to derive mainly from its demolition. The upper part of the backfill was up to 01m thick and 
slightly lighter in colour (greyish-brown sandy clay loam) with fewer inclusions. This was probably the effect 
of sinkage of a later topsoil.  
 
The flue extended into the main chamber from the east, and was set in a longitudinal cut into the subsoil up 
to 2m and approximately 1.75m wide and approximately 1m apart. The sides, which survived up to 0.2m 
high, were constructed of tiles and tile fragments set in yellowish-brown sandy clay loam (sx B); the latter 
contained some ferro-magniferious inclusions. Two adjacent complete tiles (43×29×4cm and 44×29×4cm) 
formed the upper course of the northern side of the flue. A lower, consisting of broken tile fragments, was 
found 4cm below the upper course. The lower course was set on 0.08-0.10m of sandy clay loam. Whether 
there were originally higher courses is unclear, although the two complete tiles would perhaps have formed a 
suitable platform for a less durable form of superstructure, although no definite evidence was found of this. 
Further tile fragments and a minute fragment of ?prehistoric pottery (x 695) were also found. The cut into the 
subsoil appeared to veer off north-eastwards from the end of the flue for at least 2.5m, and as material from 
the oven was excavated against this edge, it seems possibly it was an original feature, not the effect of later 
disturbance. The southern side of the flue, which extended for approximately 2m, was also of tile and sandy 
clay loam, although there was only one tile in the lower course, and one askew tile in the upper, as well as 
several other small fragments.  
 
Surprisingly there was very little sign of burning on the sides of the flue, despite the proximity of the stoke-
hole. A layer, approximately 5cm thick, had accumulated against the side of the flue; this consisted of a 
greyish-brown sandy clay loam with abundant fragments of burnt daub and charcoal. This presumably 
derived from an early phase of use of the oven, perhaps demolition of the superstructure, which was not fully 
cleared out in later phase. 
 
The stoke-hole consisted of the hollowed-out floor between the two sides of the flue, with the main firing area 
lying probably towards the eastern end of the flue. The floor was formed of the natural subsoil, which had 
been burnt to a reddish colour, extending for approximately 2.4×1.1m. It was sealed by a layer of grey 'ash' 
approximately 0.1m thick, containing occasional flecks of burnt daub, but no recognisable traces of charcoal 
(sx B). The lower part of this 'ash' seemed more compact than the upper, and this may signify separate 
phases of accumulation. The 'ash' lapped slightly up the sides of the flue, and sealed the secondary layer 
containing burnt daub (see above). The 'ash' was sealed by the backfill of the main chamber. A single rim 
sherd of a grey ware vessel (x 688) was recovered from the upper part of the 'ash' layer; this was broadly 
datable to the 2

nd
 - 4

th
 centuries. 

 
Approximately 0.5m east of the stoke-hole, there was a small pit, approximately 0.4m deep (sx C). The fill 
was a dark greyish-brown sandy clay loam with abundant flecks of charcoal. The pit may have had a thin 
lining of reddish-yellow sandy clay, although again a natural origin for this cannot be ruled out. The pit may 
have been a raking-out pit or had some other use connected with the oven. 
 
Although the surrounding area was not thoroughly cleared by hand, some observation was possible during 
machining, and no further features were found. Further tile fragments were recovered, and a number of 
metal objects from the general area were also located using metal detectors (x 691). 
 
A feature, F16, some distance to the west of the oven produced 3 flint flakes, a metal/copper-alloy fragment, 
a slag fragment and a burnt stone. Several ditches observed some distance away were probably of relatively 
late date. 
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Discussion 
Only the fragmented remains of the lower part of this oven or kiln survived, and its original depth below 
ground level (0.5m?) and its overall height (1.5-2m?) are open to speculation. Advantage would have been 
taken of its elevated position in obtaining sufficient draught. The superstructures of the ovens also remains 
speculative, although wattle-and-daub appears most likely, certainly for the main chamber. The numerous tile 
fragments presumably also derived from the structure – perhaps from the flue. The absence of burning in the 
main chamber, and the absence also of any vitrification suggests the temperatures involved were 
comparatively low; tile or pottery production seem unlikely. Although shaped like a large baking oven, small-
scale agricultural use seems more likely, possibly as a coin-drying kiln. It does not however seem to 
resemble possible corn-dryers identified in Colchester. A date between the 2

nd
 and 4

th
 centuries seems most 

likely.  
 
The length of use of such a structure is unclear (perhaps 50 years?); however, more than one phase is 
evident, and repeated use would not necessarily leave much archaeological trace. 
 
X series finds list 
ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6B June 1995 
 

688 Pot x 1 Roman ‘Ash’ above burnt area, immediately south of in situ tiles 
of oven 

689 Roman Tile 
 

Tile fragments from in situ superstructure on north side 
of oven 

690 Tile – Roman? Sample of tile fragments from oven backfill. 
691 Pb fragment, Ae fragment, Fe frag-

ment (discarded) 
Metal detector finds from vicinity of oven/kiln.  See P. 
Adkins’ notes 

692 Flint flakes x 3, Ae fragment, slag, 
burnt stone (discarded).  
?prehistoric 

?pit west of oven/kiln see F16 in P. Adkins’ notes 

693 Sample  Sample recovered by J. Fawn.  Dry clay with black in-
clusions above tile - see copy of plan 

694 1 x ?prehistoric pot fragment  
Roman 

Backfill of main chamber 

695 1 x ?prehistoric pot fragment  
Roman 

From ‘clay’ in north side of flue 

696 Charcoal sample Roman From backfill of main chamber.  
697 

possibly 
Tile x 2 Roman From lower courses of flue, one with ?finger marks.  

From north side; other south side. 

 
 

 
Fig 3 – Section A 
 
1 – 10YR 5/2 sandy clay loam with moderate medium gravels and occasional burnt daub flecks. 
2 – 10YR 4/1 sandy clay loam with occasional medium gravels and abundant flecks of burnt daub and 
charcoal; also occasional small lumps of burnt daub and particles of grey ash. 
3 – 10YR  6/6 sandy clay loam with moderate medium gravels. 
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Fig 4 – Section B 
1 – 10YR 5/2 sandy clay loam with occasional medium gravels and fragments and flecks of burnt daub. 
2 -  10YR 7/2 fine 'ashy' sandy clay loam with occasional flecks of burnt daub. 
3 – 10YR 7/4 sandy clay loam with occasional medium gravels and flecks of burnt daub 
 
 

 
Fig 5 – Section C 
 
1 – 10YR 5/2 sandy clay loam with abundant charcoal flecks and occasional medium gravels and fragments 
of burnt daub. 
2 – 7.5YR 6/6 sandy clay with occasional medium gravels.  
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95/7a 
Layer Marney  
Haynes Green 
TL 90579 17124 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief -  fishing pond (negative.  Nearby rampart (SAM200) also photographed 

 
12/07/1995  See plan.  1m southwest corner of field area ‘A’ being reduced by machine to create fishing 
pond.  Reduction up to c. 3m in places, elsewhere only topsoil removed. 
 
Subsoil very dry and heavily trafficked over, hence observation difficult.  Subsoil is mainly grey/yellowish 
brown clay.  Nothing discernible other than modern trench and refuse (e.g. tyre) at lower level of slope 
(slopes down to southwest).  However, clay is smeared and chances of spotting anything are poor. Adjoining 
field topsoil has fairly high content flint but nothing noteworthy picked up on route to site. 3 colour prints 
taken of rampart on north side of field (SAM 200 / SMR 11403).  Bank covered in long grass with footpath 
along top.  Ditch almost dried out. 

 
Photograph 1: Haynes Green, Layer Marney (stripped site area). 
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Photograph 2: Haynes Green, Layer Marney.  Rampart and ditch (SAM 200 / SMR 11403) looking east 
 

 
Photograph 3: Haynes Green, Layer Marney.  Rampart and ditch (SAM 200 / SMR 11403) looking 
northeast 
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95/10a  
West Bergholt 
110 Lexden Road,  
TL 95765 27444 
Carl Crossan 
 
Site inspection - negative 

 
 
Summary 

‘High Meadow’, 110 Lexden Road (opposite Mumford Road beech hedge). A trench in the floor of a small 
cellar a the northwest corner of the house cut through the sandy gravel backfill of a large feature of 
indeterminate size and date. 
 
09/10/1995: Called in response to a telephone request from the householder, David Hope. Trench open in 
small room behind (west of) garage. Very little natural light.  Trench north-south, 3m long, 0.8m wide, dug to 
approximately 1.5m below level of ground outside.  Stratigraphy mainly mid brown sand and gravel. At 
bottom several large flints (< 20cm) and flat pieces of very light brown sandstone. Photographed.   
Interpretations: indeterminate. A large feature of unknown date, filled with gravelly sand which is natural to 
the area. There is a partially filled in pond to the north of the house - perhaps the two are associated? The 
extent and depth of the feature are unknown. 
 
 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 3: Projects outside Colchester Borough. October 2017 

 86 

95/10c 
Stanway 
London Road, West’s Nursery (now one of the units S of Wyevale Garden Centre). 
TL 93740 24306 approx 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief – negative 
 

 
West’s Nurseries, London Road, Copford 
(Peter Johnson) 
 
19/10/1995: Visited.  Wall trenches marked out but digging not yet started. 
20/10/1995: Visited in afternoon by P. Crummy - nothing. 
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96/2a 
Eight Ash Green 
Choats Wood 
TL 9369 2618 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief - negative 
 

01/02/1996 
20cm topsoil stripped down to yellowish brown clay loam.  Nothing obvious but ground too 
frosty to see very much.   
 
06/02/1996 
North side of site now stripped, leaving small residues of topsoil.  Less clayey, more 
gravelly.  No obvious features other than a few pits (modern) but surface part obscured by 
machine ruts and redeposited soil. 
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96/3a 
Marks Tey  
North of Coggeshall Road (wood) 
TL 9022 2367 
Carl Crossan 
 
Site inspection - brick floor, sampled 
Visited site in the company of Nigel Saunders following reported discovery of masonry in 
wooded area.  The wood is approximately 50m x 30m, roughly rectangular in plan and 
bounded on all four sides by field ditches, giving moat-like appearance to the site. 
 
Within the wood the ground is lightly littered with modern rubbish.  At the centre of the 
wood removal of 10 cm topsoil exposed a hard surface of small fragments of brick, 4 to 5 
cm thick and of mixed fabric and type. The brick was laid on c. 4 cm thick bed of small 
stones, which in turn rested on dark brown clay loam. The extent of the brick floor is not 
known. Only a small area (approximately 30cm2) was uncovered, but rabbit disturbance 
nearby revealed further glimpses of the floor 70cm to the S and 80cm W of the original 
observation. Several brick samples were kept: one (X699) removed directly from the floor; 
the others were picked from the topsoil (X700). 
 
From this limited observation, close dating and interpretation of the feature is impossible.  
The floor may be relatively modern (perhaps c. 19th century?) but made with re-used 
earlier brick (or novelty bricks from the nearby Colliers brickworks?). 

 
 
X Series finds nos 
699 Brick sample  Removed from brick floor see notes in watching brief file 
700 Brick samples Found loose in vicinity of brick floor 
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96/3c 
Stanway 
Tollgate Site (now Sainsburys) 
TL 949247 
Stephen Benfield 
 
Evaluation – undated and post-medieval features, residual prehistoric flints, Roman pot 
 

 
Colchester Archaeological Trust Field Projects 
 
Archaeological Evaluation at Tollgate North, Colchester 

 

 
Location of 96/3c from CAT Report 341 
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Introduction 
This report summarises the results of a field evaluation commissioned by Frincon Securities 
Ltd to assess the archaeological implications of development on a ten acre site between 
London Road and Essex Yeomanry Way, Stanway.  
 
Archaeological Background 
The site lies 4.5km to the west of the town, a short distance beyond the late Iron Age and 
Roman dyke system and fronting a 300m stretch of Stane Street (London Road).  
 
No fieldwork has previously taken pace on this land. However, aerial surveys show cropmarks 
of ditched enclosures and other buried features of indeterminate (possibly early) origin in the 
surrounding area. The nearest of these to the site is a ring ditch approximately 100m west of 
the proposed new road at NGR TL 94572465. 
 
Method 
Preliminary fieldwalking was impracticable due to the density of grass ground cover. Twenty-
two staggered trenches were excavated by machine across the four predetermined areas 
shown in the location plan. Manual excavation was restricted to cleaning and selective 
examination of buried features. All trenches were 1.8m in width. 

 
Results 
Detailed site records for each of the trenches are contained in the site archive. The following is 
a general description of the stratigraphy with details of the more noteworthy finds. 
 
Area 1 
Exploratory excavation in this area consisted of ten 10m trenches and one 20m trench along a 
line placed as closely as physically possible to the London Road boundary of the site. The 
trenches were coded alphabetically from east to west (i.e. 1/A to 1?L, with the omission of “I”). 
Excavation ceased at depths of between 0.45m and 0.8m. Ploughsoil depth ranged between 
0.25 and 0.35m. In the area spanned by trenches 1/E to 1/L, ploughsoil removal exposed a 
yellowish brown fine sandy silt cover loam, up to 0.35m in thickness, which in turn sealed 
natural deposits composed of varying proportions of sandy silt loam and gravel. In the eastern 
trenches 1/A to 1/D, ploughsoil was found to directly overlie undisturbed natural.  
 
Relatively late linear features were noted in trenches 1/F and 1/G. 
 
A prehistoric flint flake was recovered from ploughsoil in trench 1/L. 
 
Area 2 
Four 20m long trenches (coded 2/A to 2/D from south to north) were dug close to the route for 
the proposed new road link between Essex Yeomanry Way and London Road. The depth of 
excavation ranged from 0.5 to 0.6m. 
 
The stratigraphy was generally similar to that in the central and western parts of Area A, except 
for a slightly higher gravel content in the natural deposits. 
 
Two interruptions were recorded: a small pit in trench 2/B and a field ditch with modern fill in 
trench 2/D. 
 
No archaeologically significant finds were recovered from this area.  
 
Area 3 
Four 20m long trenches (3/A to 3/D from south to north) were located along a line 30m from 
the base of the embankment for Essex Yeomanry Way.  
 
The depth of the excavation ranged from 0.45 to 0.65m, revealing undisturbed natural gravel 
and sands beneath cover loam and ploughsoil. Features were confined to trench 3/A, where 
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three shallow pits and depressions were grouped in an 8 metre long area at the southern end 
of the trench. Partial examination of the largest of the features yielded a number of c.19th 
century brick fragments and a residual sherd of Roman pottery.  
 
A notable find from this part of the site was a prehistoric flint scraper, recovered from the cover 
loam in trench 3/B. 
 
Area 4 
In the central area of the site three 20m long trenches (coded 4/A to 4/C from south to north) 
were excavated to depths of between 0.5 and 0.75m. 
 
Stratigraphically, this region was typical of the majority of the site, with 0.3 to 0.4m cover loam 
overlying natural gravels and sandy silt loams. No features or finds emerged from this area.  
 
Conclusions 
In total, an area of 612 square metres was examined by trenching, representing a 1.5% 
sample of the 10 acre site. If typical, the absence of obviously early ground features combined 
with a limited level of significant artefact recovery suggests that evidence for early activity on 
the site may be, at best, sparse.  
 

 
Trench plan of 96/3c, from CAT Report 341 
 

 
96/11a 
Copford 
Copford Church 
TL 93110 22579 
Steve Benfield, Carl Crossan 
Watching brief – negative 
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08/11/96 – First visit, trenches for new toilet building open. 
Narrow and shallow – 40cm wide, 40cm deep. 
Stratigraphy: 
 - 15cm topsoil 
 - Mid brown clay loam, small peg tile frags. 
21/11/96 – Pipe trench, parallel to south side of church, 
27cm wide, 50 cm deep. Again nothing of significance in 
limited dimensions of trench  
Stratigraphy: 
 - Turf/topsoil, dk grey brown clay loam, 10cm. 
- Dk grey brown clay loam with small peg tile fragments  
 
January 1997 
Pipe trench through graveyard on south side of church 
(0.5m deep and 0.3m wide). Results negative. Area 
observed hand dug sections along south side of church. 
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96/11d 
Wivenhoe 
The Quay, Rear of Maple Cottage 
TM 03870 21448 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching brief – ?post-medieval timber 
A substantial piece of timber, jointed and containing one nail and dowels, was discovered at a 
depth of 2m during the excavation of a drainage pit in the rear yard of Maple Cottage. According to 
the owner, Mr Pyett, the timber was horizontal and lay at a slight angle to the line of the rear wall of 
the house (see sketch plan). It continued east beyond the limits of the pit and was cut through to 
facilitate removal of the exposed western end. No stratigraphy was available for inspection since 
the pit had been fully lined by the time a report of the discovery was received. Mr Pyett describes 
the overlying deposit as dark grey to black river silts, becoming darker with increasing depth. 
 
Maple cottage is believed to date to the early 1600's (source Mr Pyett) but – contrary to the initial 
report – the timber did not extend beneath the cottage which stands 2.4m south of the spot. 
However, its depth combined with the account of the overlying stratigraphy seem to suggest a 
relatively early date for the structure with which it is associated. 
 
The timber has been brought back to Lexden Road, finds reference X709. 
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97/7a 
West Mersea 
12a, Church Road (Howard’s Cottage) 
TM 00862 12567 (approx) 
Howard Brooks 
 

Watching Brief - negative 
 

24/7/97 
Construction of a 5x3 metre extension on the SE front of the existing “Howard’s Cottage”. Trench 
0.5 m wide 0.9m deep onto orange brown gravelly sand. Nothing archaeological observed.  
 
Stratigraphy (from the modern surface down) was: 
0.0 to 0.35m very modern dumped topsoil with bits of plastic - probably contemporary with original 
cottage (10 - 20yrs?) 
0.35 - 0.75m convincing but clean post-medieval/modern topsoil 
0.75 - 0.9m trench cutting into natural sandy gravel. 
 
Finds: None 
 
Summary 
This site is only 100m or so from the church and Roman villa. Absence of Roman material is a little 
surprising 

 
 
97/9h 
West Bergholt  
Colchester Road,, r/o Truman's Brewery 
TL 96471 27809 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - negative 
 
Open footings trenches for house plots 33-36 and 49. Tops of footings trenches seen for plots 50-57. Nothing 
archaeological seen. 
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97/11c 
East Mersea  
Pipeline 
Between approximately TM 0506 1442 and 0515 1470 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief - pipe trench – negative 
A 9m wide easement for a pipe had been cut across the field as shown on plan. Approximately 250m was 
seen, between approximately TM 0506 1442 and 0515 1470. The remainder has already been filled in and 
levelled off. No archaeological features were seen, and a careful search of the spoil heaps was also 
negative. 
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97/11h 
West Mersea  
23 Melrose Road,  
TM 01182 12745 
Howard Brooks 
 
Watching brief – didn’t happen 
I did not do this watching brief because I had to go to record the illegal hole in Gosbecks Park on the same 
day. I spoke to the site owner, who had seen several excavation sites, and he said he didn’t see anything. So 
we can assume there was nothing with dark fills on site. 
 

98/0a 

Wivenhoe 

Wivenhoe Port site 

TM 03931 21427 

Len Leach, Sarah Carter 
 
Watching brief – negative 

 
Summary 

The first 60 out of a possible 400 houses were started in summer of 1998. Concrete, which covered the 
whole site, was removed but nothing was revealed on the surface, not even any pottery sherds. 
 
The site had been a shipyard but was concreted over in 1966 when it became a port. The dry dock built in 
1888 was revealed. It contained many timbers from a three-masted brigantine which had completed a two-
year voyage around the world just before the war and was to have had a refit here. This was abandoned until 
after the war. It was then in such a bad state that is was blown up and set on fire so that all that remained 
was a jumble of timbers. This was all removed as it was to have said to be toxic. I could find no artefact other 
than long nails.  
 
The dock was then back filled with gungy black soil taken from where the houses were to be built, again 
nothing was observed in this soil or on the exposed surface where it was taken from.  
 
The dry dock will be concreted over leaving about a metre from the top, then filled with water to make a 
feature of the development. Much reinforcement was needed to form a stable base for the new housing. 

 
Fig 1 – Site photo 
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98/1a 

Peldon  
Lower Road, Brick House Farm 

TL 98903 16337 

Stephen Benfield, Sarah Carter 
 
Site inspection – negative 

 
 
Inspection of holes in floor, at request of site owner Kate McCavana? 

 

 

1 – 10-20cms friable dirty fractured clay. 
Some small fragments of building materials. 
 
2 – Soft pale brown sandy mortar with 
unfrogged bricks (whole and part) and peg-
tile fragments. 
 
3 – dirty clay with peg-tile / brick and mortar / 
plaster fragments. 
 
Info from owner – 15th C house, alterations in 
1780, clad in brick 1885.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CAT Report 1000. Volume 3: Projects outside Colchester Borough. October 2017 

 98 

98/5f 
West Mersea 

79 Coast Road,  
Stephen Benfield 

TM 00293 12568 

 
Watching brief - house development - medieval sherd only 

Observation of a new house plot to the west of the existing house. A small terrace has been cut to give a flat 
site, but the surface much obscured by loose soil. Lots of post-medieval and modern debris lying around. 
However, there was one patch on the south edge of the plot which might have been a layer or feature. It 
contained peg tile, oyster and post-medieval debris, but also one sherd of medieval pottery (confirmed by P 
Crummy).  
 

 
Fig 1 – Rough site plan 
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98/6a 

Great Tey  
Brook Road 
Teybrook Farm 

TL 89152 25957 

Stephen Benfield 

 
Watching brief - small barn construction - negative 

 
Observation of footings for a new small barn in meadow just beyond cottages at end of drive.  
Finds: 1 possible worked flint, 1 burnt flint found in loose soil. 

 
 
 
98/6b 

Wormingford 

Church Road, Church House  
TL 97526 34257 

Stephen Benfield 

 
Watching brief - swimming pool - negative 

 
Swimming pool being excavated beyond paddock in back garden. Nothing of significance seen.  
 

Gravel subsoil 
Signs of material from recent buildings in large ?pit in NW corner of pool area. Modern.  
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98/9b 

Great Tey 

Teybrook Farm 

TL 89199 25519 

Howard Brooks 

 
Watching brief - car park construction - negative 

This work involved the observation of ground scraped in preparation for a car park in connection with a barn 
conversion at Tey Brook Farm (now the Barn Brasserie). This is not in the main group of buildings at Tey 
Brook, but is on the east side of the road. The accompanying plan shows the areas within the application site 
which were scraped of topsoil. One or two patches were not visible because of loose soil. No features were 
seen – not that one would expect to see post holes and small cut features, but large linear features would 
certainly have shown.  
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98/9e 

Fordham 

Fossett’s Lane, (agricultural reservoir adjacent to) 
TL 931 279 

Carl Crossan, Stephen Benfield, Howard Brooks 

 
Watching brief - agricultural reservoir - post-medieval features, Roman and medieval finds. 

 
 
15

th
 September 1998 

As can be seen from the plans, the proposed and actual shapes of the reservoir are not the same. 
Ploughsoil now scraped off western and northern half. Very prominent was the line of an old stream bed. A 
Roman tegula flange was picked up. 
 
25

th
 September 1998 

The size and shape of the reservoir has been changed again. They have stripped the original location. At the 
time of the visit, there was a large patch of unstripped ground in the centre of the reservoir. The stripped 
surface is a right mess, with little chance of seeing anything less than the most prominent of features, as the 
machines have been tracking around in ever decreasing circles. The following features were noted:  

Two lengths of NW-SE ditch, both party dug out. Probably backfilled field ditches of no great antiquity.  
A fresh dug out crater close to Fossett’s House with fragments of medieval brick and mortar in loose soil. 
Post-medieval. 
Between the crater and Fossett’s Lane, a darker soil outline, possibly a ditch but too poorly defined to 
follow.  

 

Finds: x series 717. Medieval pot sherds (same pot), embedded in a loose lump of soil lying on the 
surface. Otherwise, occasional piece of peg-tile and small tile fragments too small to identify. Subsoil was a 
mixture of yellowish brown silty loam with chalky flints and areas of mid brown clay loam. 
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Fig 1 – Original reservoir plan 

 
29

th
 September 1998 

No features seen, but a second Roman tile collected.  
Finds list 
No. Weight  Description 

1 260g  Tegula flange piece. 
1 45g  Tegula flange piece. 
1 50g  Tegula fragment. 
1 2g  Early Medieval ware? 11

th
/12

th
 century. 

8 60g  Medieval course ware. Fabric 20. 12
th
-14

th
 century. 

1 2g  Sand orange ware. Fabric 21. 13
th
-16

th
 century. 
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Fig 2 – Site plan 

 
 

 
Fig 3 – Site plan  
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98/10b 

Stanway 

New Farm Road, 
TL 9600 2481Carl Crossan 

 
Watching Brief - residential development – undated ditch  

 
Seven visits were made to inspect site groundworks between October 1998 and January 1999. The most 
noteworthy observation was a large east-west ditch-like feature situated in the eastern part of the site. The 
feature was as its clearest in section 1, where partial collapse of the trench side revealed a fresh section 
unaffected by bucket smears. The layer descriptions for section 1 are as follows: 
 
L1: Topsoil, largely redeposited material and machine trample. 
L2: Pale brown silt loam with low content of gravel. Subsoil. 
L3: Natural reddish-brown coarse sand with high content of gravel and small stones. 
F1a: Fill. Mid brown loamy sand with approximately 15% content of small stones. 
F1b: Fill. Silt loam, similar to L2, but slightly darker brown. 
 
The L1 material sealing the feature appeared to be a mixture of recent machine “trample” and a residue of 
topsoil, possibly dumped following an earlier phase of modern surface stripping and building activity on this 
part of the site. This suggests that some loss of later soils may already have occurred prior to this 
development, although this is likely to have been small as the site is more or less level with the surrounding 
area. When adjusted for the angle at which the foundation trenches cut the feature, its width is approximately 
3.75m. The western extent of the feature is unknown. A similar interruption was also noted in a parallel 
foundation trench located 6m to the west of section 1. Still further west, trenches situated 11 to 12m from 
section 1 were cut into disturbed ground and were thus inconclusive. Although it is possible that the feature 
is associated with Grymes Dyke, which lies 50m to the east, the observation was too limited for the date, 
purpose and extent of the feature to be determined. 
 
Generally, the observed foundation trenches for the new houses revealed a fairly consistent overall 
sequence for the site’s stratigraphy which was as described under L1, L2, L3 in section 1. The thickness of 
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the layers varied, with natural sand (L3) as shallow as 20cm from the ground surface in the north central part 
of the site.  
 
Stripped for the new roads in the early stages of the groundworks was disrupted by the discovery that the 
south-western part of the site contained dumped modern rubbish to a depth of 2.6m. The approximate 
northern limit of the disturbed ground is indicated in fig 1. Here, landfilling appears to have taken place up 
until at least the 1960s and perhaps later. Among the inclusions in the fill were car batteries, scraps of plastic 
sheeting and many food jars. The glass attracted bottle collectors giving rise to inaccurate reports of treasure 
hunters discovering “Roman” glassware on the site -not so.  
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99/4c 
Layer-De-La-Haye  
Blind Knights 
TL 9762 1906 
Carl Crossan 
 
Watching Brief - conservatory extension – negative 
 

 
 
Foundation trenches for an octagonal conservatory extension to the south side of the main house 
were dug to depths of 1.05m (for the short connecting walls to the house) and 2.75m (for the 
octagonal walls). The extension projects 5.5m and is situated close to the south-west corner of the 
house (fig 2). The overall stratigraphy observed in the connecting trenches and trenches for the 
three sides nearest the house was as follows: 
 
Layer 1: Topsoil. A very dark greyish brown sandy loam which appears to have been spread over 
the area at the rear of the house following modern building works. 35cm thick. 
 
Layer 2:  A very mixed layer: mainly a greyish brown gritty clay loam, probably an earlier subsoils 
with some topsoil which has been heavily disturbed in the past by buildings works traffic. Extends 
to an overall depth of 70cm. 
 
Layer 3: Natural clay. 
 
The trenches were dug in wet conditions. No features were discernible in the trench sections 
which, although smeared, were sufficiently clear for observation of any major intrusions. 
 
This is the latest of several modern extensions to the house. At the points where the two 
1.05mdeep connecting trenches butt against the main house, the existing foundation exposed 
below the damp course was modern, consisting of seven courses of common brick resting on a 
concrete footing. At this time of the visit a single storey extension to the east of the conservatory 
was also nearing completion.   
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99/6d 
Wivenhoe 
Chapel Street, former Methodist Chapel and former St John Ambulance building 
TM 03785 21580 but see below 
Philip Crummy, Sarah Carter  
 
Site visit – human remains exposed in alterations to a former Methodist Chapel 
 
Summary: The site was visited following a report to Colchester Museum by Angela Robinson (of 
Wivenhoe) of the discovery of human remains on a building site. 
 
Builders carrying out major alterations to a former Methodist Chapel in Wivenhoe broke through a 
brick vault exposing human remains. The chapel, which appears to have been a rectangular brick 
building aligned north-south, is on the north side of West Street, not far west of the former chapel 
on the corner of West Street and Quay Street. Only part of the vault was exposed. Internally it was 
coffin-shaped and lay north-south immediately outside what appeared to have been a doorway at 
the very north end of the west wall of the building. The north end of the vault was about 1.0m south 
of the north-west corner of the building. The vault was partly filled with rubble, but part of an adult 
human skull was visible at the north end. There was no sign of the remains of a wooden coffin. 
 
The builders had cut through the vault when digging a trench for foundation linking the former 
chapel with a north-south brick wall to the west. The burial was reported to the coroner. The 
builders plan to leave the human remains undisturbed and bridge their foundation over the vault.  
 
Note from Howard: this is tricky. The site visited is clearly not the current Methodist Chapel on the 
Avenue, nor is it the former chapel (and former St John’s Hall) on Chapel Road. Nor is it the 
impressive blue former chapel on the West Street frontage between Quay Street and Bath Street. 
Philip describes the site as not far west from the last mentioned chapel, but I can see nothing on 
Google which looks definitely chapel-like. The best candidate is West House, just NW of the blue 
chapel. This has a building to the rear which may be the old chapel, and it has a brick wall to the 
west which may be the one mentioned by Philip.   
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99/8b 
Mount Bures 
Craigs Lane, “Cymbeline” 
TL 9052 3270 
H Brooks 

 
Watching brief - new house construction - negative 
This property is on land between 2 and 3 Craigs Lane, but is mainly made out of the garden on the 
E side of no. 2 (position on the planning application is wrong). Nothing archaeological seen in 
footings trenches.  
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COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST – X SERIES LIST       last update 27/10/17 
The X SERIES was originally intended as a place to record odd finds from small fieldwork projects which did not merit an extensive report, and finds brought in by 
members of the public. It was though there would be a report (at some stage) to bring it all together. The original record sheets were typed into a database by 
Sharon Lister. In 2016, HB edited the original 95-page document down to the present 30 odd pages. All missing data, where it could be traced, has been added in, 
so those empty boxes cannot now easily be filled.  
 
Notes 
Bold numbers are retained finds (which should be in Colchester Museum). 
Common abbreviations – AWA Anglia Water Authority. 
All addresses are Colchester, unless another Parish is in bold at beginning of address. 
Some X series finds which clearly had already been dealt with under larger site reports have been deleted from this list. 
 
X series 
number  

Date of discovery Site address 

 

CAT project  

code  

Finds and date  Notes 

001 10/01/1975 St Helena School, Sheepen Road  Sherds (Roman)  

002 21/03/1975 St Mary’s Hospital 75/2a Bone Human? From drain pit dug alongside N. E. edge of site.  
Found in dark greyish brown sandy loam 
approximately 2m depth.  Digging not observed, 
finds kept aside by builders.  SEE SKETCH IN 
NOTES 

003 21/03/1975 St Mary’s Hospital 75/2a Sherds 

Animal bone 

Found approximately 1.5m depth in dirty sand by 
machine cutting back SE side of terracing beside 
tennis court.  Digging not observed.  Finds kept 
aside by builders 

004 04/03/1975 Colchester High Street, gas main 
replacement, outside Manns 

75/3b 2 AE coins US, Found by workman, 1 metre down in trench 
outside Manns music shop.  Not observed. 

005 06/03/1975 Colchester High Street, gas main 
replacement outside Bingo hall 

75/3b Sherds (Roman) Us, From spoil heap outside Bingo hall 

006 06/03/1975 Colchester High Street,  gas main 
replacement  

75/3b 2 tiles (Roman) Sample of wall on boundary between Bingo hall and 
Bay & Say pub (Roman Colchester insula 20, plot 
124) 

007 11/03/1975 Colchester High Street,  gas main 
replacement  

75/3b Sherd (Roman) lying against face of wall on boundary between 
Travis and Ladbrokes 

008 11/03/1975 Colchester High Street,  gas main 
replacement  

75/3b Sherds (Roman) US, From spoil heap of trench alongside Travis and 
Ladbrokes 

009 13/03/1975 Colchester High Street,  gas main 
replacement  

75/3b Coffin handle? Gas main N-S trench in line with W. Stockwell St 

010 26/03/1975 15/17 The Avenue  75/3a 2 cremation urns with contents Flavian group Uncovered by JCB when trench cutting.  Pots 
broken by machine and their contents mixed 
together 
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X series 
number  

Date of discovery Site address 

 

CAT project  

code  

Finds and date  Notes 

11-025 
inclusive 

1971 Sheepen 1971  Assorted sherds, AE objects, horseshoe, 
quernstone 

Details in finds shed record book 

ENTRY STRUCK OUT AND LABELLED 
‘CANCELLED’ 

26 -031 
inclusive 

1972 Sheepen 1972  AE objects, slag Details in finds shed record book 

ENTRY STRUCK OUT AND LABELLED 
‘CANCELLED’ 

032 1973 Mercury Theatre  Sherds Details in finds shed record book 

033 1974 Quarry at Arlesford Creek (site of 
Roman Villa)  

74/1b Sherds, tesserae Arlesford Lodge Villa Details in finds shed record 
book 

34-35 1974 Kentons Shop, Head Street, 
Colchester  

73/11 Sherds Details in finds shed record book 

036 1974? Cheshunt Field  73/10a Sherds Details in finds shed record book 

037 1974 49 North Hill  74/8B Sherds Details in finds shed record book 

038 07/05/1974 Balkerne Passage  Assorted sherds From spoil heap alongside trench at Eastern end of 
Balkerne Passage 

039 1973 QUEEN STREET  73/7  Assorted sherds, glass, tile, clay pipe Queen  Street ‘73 

040 1973 Crouch Street underpass  Sherds Bottom 10cm of ditch.  Sketch section 1 

041 1974? NORTH STATION ROAD / 
CLARENDON WAY 

74/0b Sherds North Station Road pipeline 1974? From Essex Hall 
Road spoil heap 

042 1972 Sussex Road  Coin mould frags  

043 22/05/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds (note mica-dusted neck) Topsoil 

044 22/05/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds (note distinctive mortarium) Layer of dirty green gravely sand and oyster, 
beneath topsoil, resting on natural 

045 23/05/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds, human skull fragment West end of site, builders spoil tip 

46-50 27/05/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil heap 

051 10/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds, glass Contractors spoil heap 

052 11/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds (note unusual samian form) Contractors spoil heap 

053 13/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil heap 

054 13/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Brown/black silty layer with oysters below topsoil.  E. 
side of site. Redeposited material as contains coal 

055 16/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil heap 

056 17/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds, glass Contractors spoil heap 

057 17/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Brown/black layer with oysters and charcoal below 
topsoil and immediately above natural sand 

058 19/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds (note unusual heavy rim -?not Roman) Dump of modern topsoil at far northern end of site 

059 19/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil heap 
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X series 
number  

Date of discovery Site address 

 

CAT project  

code  

Finds and date  Notes 

060 19/06/1975 Balkerne Gardens  75/6d Sherds (all Roman) Balkerne Gardens gas pipe 

061 20/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

062 20/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds (note unusual heavy rim and base.  Not 
Roman ?) 

Dump of modern topsoil at far northern end of site 
(reputedly from foundations of St Mary’s Hospital) 

063 20/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Brown/black layer with oysters and charcoal Same 
as X54 and X57.   

064 23/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds, tesserae Brown/black layer with oysters 

065 23/06/75 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Undisturbed Roman layer.  Yellow clayey loam at S. 
end of site 

066 23/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds, iron with attached sherd Contractors spoil tip 

067 24/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Base of samian plan form stamped ‘Secundini’, 
flagon handle 

Dump of modern topsoil at far N. end of site 

068 24/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

069 23/06/1975 Balkerne Gardens  75/6d Pottery and Roman bone Balkerne Gardens gas pipe 

070 25/06/1975 Balkerne Gardens  75/6d Roman sherd Balkerne Gardens gas pipe From daub 

71 25/06/1975 Balkerne Gardens  75/6d Roman sherds prob 3rd + Balkerne Gardens gas pipe From spoil heap of 
northern stretch 

72 26/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Small pit filled with light brown silty material cut into 
natural sand.  Observed in pipe trench running W.-
E., across middle of site 

73 26/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

74 26/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Mortarium base, samian mortarium sherd ‘pit 
dish’, sherds 

Dump of mixed soil at N. end of site 

75 27/06/41975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Mortarium base, part of samian mortarium base 
of colour coated beaker with cross mark, sherds 

Spoil excavated pipe trench A 

76 27/06/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Base of samian vessel stamped DIV??M Spoil immediately west of car turning point 

77 30/06/1975 Oaks Drive  Sherds Sandy spoil used as fill over pipe trench under 
hammer head 

78 30/06/1975 Oaks Drive  Mortarium sherd Modern topsoil at northern end of site 

79 01/07/1975 Oaks Drive  Base of coarse pot Contractors spoil tip 

80 03/07/1975 Oaks Drive  Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

081 01/07/1975 Balkerne Passage  75/6A Large tegula fragment Donated by workman 

082 02/07/1975 Balkerne Passage  75/6A Roman sherds From spoil heap in area adjacent to rear yard of 
Wagon & Horses 

083 04/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b 1 sherd colour coated folded beaker.  1 colour 
coated rim sherd with painted decoration and 
rouletting 

Contractors spoil tip 
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084 04/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b 1 colour coated sherd Dark layer with charcoal and oysters E. of car 
turning point .same as X54 etc 

085 08/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

086 09/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

087 10/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Mortarium rim sherd (white & grey grits). Rim and 
shoulder of curious ‘cooking pot’ - straight sided & 
with P shaped rim 

Contractors spoil tip 

88 08/07/1975 Lion Walk  Lump of terrazzo, Roman sherds From digging out recent sand infill above mosaic 

089 14/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

090 15/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

091 17/07/1975 BALKERNE PASSAGE POSSIBLY 75/6A Roman sherds Mercury Theatre grounds.  US spoil From pipe 
trench along side Balkerne Passage 

092 21/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds, half a samian bowl Contractors spoil tip 

093 21/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds, bone Roman layer at S. end of site between houses B6 
and B7 on plan 

094 22/07/1975 Kingswode Hoe School, Sussex 
Road  

75/6C Sherds Front extension. U/s spoil heap 

095 22/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

096 25/07/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Levelling dump of modern soil in area where houses 
‘D’ are to be built 

097 08/08/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds, 1 piece keyed tile, bone Saved by workmen during construction of houses ‘B’ 
- presumably from stratified Roman layers in this 
area 

098 08/08/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds, 1 sherd of medieval green glaze (only 
medieval sherd found on site) 

Contractors spoil heap 

99 15/08/1975 Wivenhoe  2 19th century bottles Donated by Cadmans.  JCB driver (Norman) found 
in Wivenhoe some time ago 

100 1980/09 St Mary’s multi-storey car park, 
Balkerne Lane  

80/9A Oysters Balkerne Lane BKC 74 site E from road.  Kept for 
“commercial exploitation”. 

101 1980/09 St Mary’s multi-storey car park, 
Balkerne Lane  

80/9a Sherds BKC 75 contractors excavations 

REPORT QUOTES X101 & X155 

102 April 1976 Butt Road  Roman sherds Brought in by G. Tann, April 1976.  Found by a 
friend some years ago on site of office block (Royal 
London?) in Butt Road 

103 December 1975 44/5 SOUTH STREET  75/12 Roman sherds US from trenching in 45 South Street 
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104 April 1976 35 West Stockwell Street  Lumps greensand (masonry?) Brought up by pile-driver at depth of 3.5 metres 
75cm south of south garden wall of 35 West 
Stockwell Street.  See Dutch Quarter Phase 2 
Watching Brief notes 

105 18/05/1976 65 High Street  Remains of skeleton, sample of stone flag on 
which arched drain was constructed 

Burial from Roman levels, about 1m behind modern 
street frontage flagstone from N-S running drain on 
same site 

106 date?? Stockwell School  Costume weight Phase 2, Dutch Quarter.  Found by workman when 
clearing site beneath Stockwell School 

107  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Flint, Roman sherds, Roman mortar, mediaeval 
sherd, modern bottles, Victorian brick 

section of pipeline running north along footpath 
emerging from castle park 

108  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Post mediaeval pottery, glass, iron object, clay 
pipe stem 

Topsoil layer on bank outside wall (from bank slope 
north of the footpath and hedge) 

109  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Tile, pottery (glazed), clay pipe bowl Topsoil layer on bank inside Roman wall (on top of 
the Roman rampart)  Layer 1 on section drawn 

110  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Roman pot fragments stretch south of northernmost manhole in Castle 
Road. From surface to 0.6m deep 

111  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Mortarium fragment, tesserae, Roman pot, FE 
nail, Samian, bone, skull fragment 

Ditto 

112  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Roman pot fragments, wall plaster (red), samian, 
FE nail 

layer 2/3 of rampart material (see section drawing) 

113  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Roman pot, tile, bone (rib), FE nail, marble 
moulding fragment 

From region of manhole in Castle Road layer 2/3 of 
section 

114  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  4 flints Collection from various points along pipeline by D. 
Gamble 

115  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Roman pot, tile, tesserae, amphora, ouster, bone, 
samian 

Castle Road pipeline from 10 to 30m south of 
manhole 

116  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Roman pottery, samian, burnt bone, mediaeval 
green glazed sherd, clay pipe bowl, glass 

Castle Road, between manholes 4 and 6 

117  Crouch Street?  Inhumation with small flagon - red flagon (which is 
now in Holly Trees) 

May be from Crouch Street recovered from St 
Helen’s 

118  St John’s Abbey?  Inhumation, iron and pot Recovered from St Helen’s.  Probably from St 
John’s Abbey 

119 12/05/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Pottery Contractors spoil tip 

120  Co-Op  Tile From room under N. W. corner of Co-Op 

NOTE ADDED TO ENTRY ‘DISCARD PC 3/85’ 

121 21/05/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 

122 08/05/1975 Oaks Drive 75/5b Sherds Contractors spoil tip 
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123  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Roman coarse pot, samian, mortarium, FE nails trench outside 86 Roman Road (D. J. Gamble) 

124  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Large roman brick fragment with mortar From new sewer trench outside 86 Roman Road (D. 
J. Gamble) 

125  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Roman coarse pot and buff clay tegula fragments Watching brief  From new sewer trench outside 86 
Roman Road (D. J. Gamble) but unspecified 
position in Castle Road or Roman Road 

126  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Roman coarse pot trench outside 3 & 4 Castle Road (D. J. Gamble) 

127  Roman Road / Castle Road sewer 
WB 

76/6A  Roman coarse pot, samian Castle Road watching brief.  Unspecified position 
(i.e. Castle Road or Roman Road) 

128 January 1977 St Botolph’s roundabout  Flint blade fragment, medieval tile fragment, 
medieval sherd 

St Botolph’s roundabout bank January 1977 over 
medieval mortar-lined grave TT1 

129 January 1977 St Botolph’s roundabout  Samian sherd St Botolph’s roundabout bank January 1977.  
Foundation trench of Saxon Church TT3 

130 January 1977 St Botolph’s roundabout  Medieval and Roman sherds St Botolph’s roundabout bank January 1977, 
material above presumed demo of Saxon Church 
TT4 

131 30/03/1977   Thin bronze belt-plate (INDECIPHERABLE)  and 
buckle tongue 

Found in pottery room 30/03/1977.  They had been 
there “for years” quote Philip. Michael Scott?? (PC 
Oct 1984) 

132  COAST ROAD, WEST MERSEA 
(BETWEEN 3 COAST ROAD AND 
NEW ORLEANS)  

77/3D Mortarium rim, Roman plaster fragments 
(moulded), post medieval pipe-stems & bowl 
(decorated with spaniel)  

West Mersea between N. Orleans and the Church 

133  17 North Hill see entry green file 
77/8a (actually 74/8b 49 North Hill) 

74/8B Roman tile fragments from contractors trench revealing Roman mosaic 
pavement 

134  17 North Hill see entry green file 
77/8a (actually 74/8b 49 North Hill) 

74/8B  Coarse pottery presumably all or most is Roman unstratified, from contractors trench revealing 
Roman mosaic pavement NB all of this material 
comes from above the pavement 

135  17 North Hill see entry green file 
77/8a (actually 74/8b 49 North Hill) 

74/8B  (Animal) bones, lump of mortar unstratified, from contractors trench revealing 
Roman mosaic pavement NB all of this material 
comes from above the pavement 

136  17 North Hill see entry green file 
77/8a (actually 74/8b 49 North Hill) 
PROBABLY 

74/8B Glazed potsherd (post medieval), Roman wall 
plaster, FE object (nail?), 2 green potsherds 

(continued) 

137  17 North Hill see entry green file 
77/8a (actually 74/8b 49 North Hill) 
PROBABLY 

74/8B Sample of clay wall foundation (continued) 

138  17 North Hill see entry green file 
77/8a (actually 74/8b 49 North Hill) 

74/8B Tesserae from red pavement and mosaic (continued)  
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139 23/11/1975 Western Relief Road  FE object with possible gold plating, 1 sherd From contractors excavation from Western Relief 
Road. Possibly from Roman town ditch c.3rd/4th 

140  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Roman tile, mortarium fragment, vitrified tile, 
coarse pottery, ouster shell, bone 

Hilly Fields (see plans) from man made disturbances 
over area of Roman kilns.  Generally collected from 
all over disturbance but mainly from area of holes 7, 
8 and 9 REPORT QUOTES X140 

141  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Lead object, fine wares, poss ?? sherd Hilly Fields: from man made disturbances over area 
of Roman kilns.  Generally collected from all over 
disturbance but mainly from area of holes 7, 8 and 9 
REPORT QUOTES X141 

142  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Conglomerate stone, vitrified tile, Roman coarse 
pot 

Hilly Fields collected from hole 8 but unstratified 
REPORT QUOTES X142 

143  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Roman coarse pot Hilly Fields from hole 7 but unstratified REPORT 
QUOTES X143 

144  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Roman fine pottery  Hilly Fields from hole 6 REPORT QUOTES X144 

145  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Roman coarse pot, Roman fine pot, prehistoric 
flint 

Hilly Fields from hole 9 REPORT QUOTES X145 

146  38 Culver Street  Large base sherd unstratified (A workman handed it to me) (From 
another trench) 

147  38 Culver Street   Sherd/tile from area of Roman rubble F2 at the bottom of 
Trench 1 

148  38 Culver Street  Sherds/tile fragments L2 in west? Section - see sketch (watching brief site 
notes file) 

149  38 Culver Street  Sherds, piece of bone L7 or fill of a pit (see watching brief site notes file) 

150  38 Culver Street  Piece of mortar area of Roman rubble F2 (see watching brief site 
notes file) 

151 September 1977 Balkerne Gardens (Old peoples’ 
home extension at corner of 
Balkerne Close) 

 Sherds Unstratified - from machine loose and material 
collected by builders 

152  Oaks Drive  Sherds, glass, mortar Oaks Drive phase 2 

153  Balkerne Gardens, extension at 
corner of Balkerne Close) 

 15 coins from ‘hoard’ in N. E. corner of site.  On loan for 
identification from H. Meekins 

154  Balkerne Gardens,. extension at 
corner of Balkerne Close) 

 14 coins from ‘hoard’ in N. E. corner of site.  On loan for 
identification from D. Howell 

155 1980/09 St Mary’s multi-storey car park, 
Balkerne Lane  

80/9a Human and animal bone Balkerne Lane 

Found by contractors on W. edge of 2nd century and 
3rd century town ditch c5 metres N. of Balkerne 
Gate 

REPORT QUOTES X101 & X155 
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156 1971 Lewis’ Gardens 1971 (Bus Park 
construction) 

 Pottery Bus Park [?Phases ?] 1 & 2 

157  68 Butt Road  Human bone Found at the back of No. 68 Butt Road (Chinese 
take-away) 

158 10/11/1977 Balkerne Gardens (Old peoples’ 
home extension at corner of 
Balkerne Close) 

 5 coins from ‘hoard’ in N. E. corner of site. On loan for 
identification from S. Giffard 

159  5 ALEXANDRA ROAD,  77/11A Animal bone, tile, clay pip, Roman coarse pot, 
burnished pot 

Topsoil layer hole in back garden 

160  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Fragment of samian mould Hilly Fields.  For finds position see plan of Hilly 
Fields drawn for X-series 140 - 145 REPORT 
QUOTES X160 

161  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Kiln wall fragments Hilly Fields.  For finds position see plan of Hilly 
Fields drawn for X-series 140 - 145 REPORT 
QUOTES X161 

162  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Coarse pottery, tiles, amphora rim Hilly Fields.  For finds position see plan of Hilly 
Fields drawn for X-series 140 - 145 REPORT 
QUOTES X162 

163  Warren Fields, Sheepen  77/7b Samian ware, fine wares Hilly Fields.  For finds position see plan of Hilly 
Fields drawn for X-series 140 - 145 REPORT 
QUOTES X163 

164 06/04/1978 Balkerne Gardens (Old peoples’ 
home extension at corner of 
Balkerne Close) 

 Pot base Stratified - see watching brief notes 

165 1972 Goojerat Barracks  Sherds, bone Found at Goojerat Barracks by J. Ryan (1972) 

166  ST MARY’S MULTI-STOREY CAR 
PARK, BALKERNE LANE  

80/9A POSSIBLY Pot Balkerne Lane? Found in conservatory during clear-
out.  Probably as X167 

167  ST MARY’S MULTI-STOREY CAR 
PARK, BALKERNE LANE OR 
BALKERNE GARDENS 75/6D 
POSSIBLY 

80/9A POSSIBLY Pot Balkerne Lane Found in conservatory during clear-
out.  BKC - handed in by workmen 

168 25/12/1976   Pot Found in conservatory during clear-out.  Note with it 
says ‘Found by AJG 25/12/1976.   

Impossible! AJG. 19/05/1978 

169 March 1978 Poplarhall Farm, Colchester  78/3b 3 bricks From lower courses of chimney stack 

170 March 1978 Poplarhall Farm, Colchester  78/3b 1 brick From plinth of original building Poplarhall Farm 

171 March 1978 Poplarhall Farm, Colchester  78/3b 1 brick From plinth beneath present 5-mast?? bay  

172 March 1978 Poplarhall Farm, Colchester  78/3b Peg (oak) From phase 1 stud Poplarhall Farm 

173 Approximately April 
1978 

Junction of Butt Road/Southway 
(former site of 13 Butt Road) 

 Roman sherds trial hole in advance of advertisement hoarding (L2 
of site H BUC) 
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174 Approximately April 
1978 

Junction of Butt Road/Southway 
(former site of 13 Butt Road) 

 Animal bone, identified AJG trial hole in advance of advertisement hoarding 
(former site of 13 Butt Road) 

175 Approximately April 
1978 

Junction of Butt Road/Southway 
(former site of 13 Butt Road) 

 2 FE nails (L2 of site H BUC)trial hole in advance of 
advertisement hoarding (former site of 13 Butt Road) 

176 26/02/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b 1 sherd samian, 1 burnt tegula fragment, 1 lump 
FE 

From pile hole L11 

177 01/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b 1 tegula fragment,  1 animal long bone 2nd pile hole to S. at E. end of site (St John’s Street) 

178 01/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Bone and ash (?bone) From drain on Tesco’s site (see note book) 

179 08/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Sherds, Roman From extreme N. E. corner of Tesco’s St John’s 
Street site 

180 09/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Wood, bone, peg tile, shell From pile hole approximately 6O of Tesco’s St 
John’s Street site 

181 09/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Slate, peg-tile, bone, shell, pot From pile hole approximately 6V of Tesco’s St 
John’s Street site 

182 11/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Fe ??blade, pot (Roman) from N. E. corner of Tesco’s St John’s Street site 

183 14/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Samian sherd, bone from N. edge of Tesco’s site along St John’s Street 
(see note book) 

184 15/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Worked stone St John’s Street site.  About 10R on plan 

185 15/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Bones From peat layer in bend of E. side of Tesco’s site  
(not in book) 

186 17/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Sherds, bone from N corner of edge of site along Chapel Street 
North (11A) (pile hole) 

187 21/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Painted wall plaster, sherds pile hole 11B/C 

188 21/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Sherds (samian), bone pile hole about 11A 

189 14/05/1979 Maldon Road  79/5c Mortarium spout Intersection Maldon Road and Beaconsfield Avenue, 
in drain trench  

190 17/05/1979 Maldon Road  79/5c Sherds Maldon Road S. of Beaconsfield Avenue.  From pit 
that was photographed and the section drawn 

191 17/05/1979 Maldon Road  79/5c Sherds Maldon Road S. of Beaconsfield Avenue.  Pot 
almost certainly from same pit as X190 

192 17/05/1979 Maldon Road  79/5c Bone (human tibia) Maldon Road S. of Beaconsfield Avenue 

193 17/05/1979 Maldon Road 79/5c Bone, sherds From 2nd stretch excavated of drain trench, Maldon 
Road S. of Beaconsfield Avenue 

194 24/05/1979 Maldon Road  79/5c Bone, sherds From trench in front of 88 Maldon Road 

195 25/05/1979 Maldon Road  79/5c Bone, sherds From trench in front of 90 Maldon Road 

196 22/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Bone, sherds spoil heap in vicinity of C11,  

197 22/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Bone, sherds Pile hole C11 
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198 22/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Bone, sherds Pile hole about 2 metres E of D11 

199 23/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Bone, sherds Spoil heap of pile about D11  

200 23/05/1979 Tesco, Southway / St John’s Street  78/12b Sherds C to E11, Tesco’s site St John’s Street 23/05/1979 

201  GPO Sorting Office, Clarendon 
Way 

79/5A Sherds, medieval in a patch containing much Roman tile debris.  
Depth approximately 2 feet below modern ground 
level.  See notes on site watching brief 

202 1979 6-6b Sir Isaac’s Walk  79/6C POSSIBLY or 
79/7c  

Base of 15th/16th century cistern Site adjacent to 6/6a Sir Isaac’s Walk (south of town 
wall) 

203  GPO Sorting Office, Clarendon 
Way 

79/5A Roman amphora sherds US 

204 06/12/1979 Essex County Hospital, Graduate 
Medical Centre  

79/11b Roman sherds, AE stylus Extension to north side of post-graduate medical 
centre, Essex. Found by workmen, said to be from 
L2 (see site notes) 

205 06/12/1979 Essex County Hospital, Graduate 
Medical Centre  

79/11b Samian base - stamped, bone, pin Ditto, fill of pit in trench ‘A’ 

206 11/02/1980 86 Lexden Road  80/1a 2 AE brooches, pottery also seen and listed: two 
pieces kept. (mid 1st century group) 

Donated by Mrs Berry.  Found in garden.  Drawn. 

207 10/04/1980 Near Kiln Road  Mould, lamp TL 986 253 by Jim Heathcote, former digger.  
Spotted lying on surface near old treasure hunters 
holes 

208 20/05/1980 COWDRAY CRESCENT  80/4A Fragments of purbeck marble, wall veneer and 
floor slab, fragment of purbeck moulding, large 
limestone block with groove 

Contractors’ hole in extreme SE corner of grass in 
centre of Cowdray Cresc.  See plan “Cowdray 
Crescent” and site notes 

209  River Colne  Glass jar with monogram  

SEE NOTES FOR MONOGRAM SKETCH 

From bottom of River Colne.  Find spot marked on 
“Colne Cutting” section 

210 March/April 1981 32 Crouch Street (adj Bejam 
Stores) 

81/3 Human and animal bones, Roman and post 
medieval pot, glass, clay pipe 

32 Crouch Street (adjacent to Bejam Stores) site 
watching brief 

211 March/April 1981 32 Crouch Street (adj Bejam 
Stores) 

81/3 Skull and leg bones, human hole B 

212 March/April 1981 32 Crouch Street (adj Bejam 
Stores) 

81/3 Human leg bones hole C 

213 March/April 1981 32 Crouch Street (adj Bejam 
Stores) 

81/3 Millstone hole A 

214 March 1983 St Giles graveyard  Sherds St Giles graveyard, March 1983 

215 March 1983 St Giles graveyard  Sherds St Giles graveyard, March 1983 

216 July 1983 St Albans Road (north end)  83/7a Sherds (mostly Roman, a few post Roman) Site N. of St Albans Road, July 1983 Topsoil 

217 July 1983 St Albans Road (north end)  83/7a Sherds - 217-219 all one group, medieval pile hole 1 see notes 

218 July 1983 St Albans Road (north end)  83/7a Sherds - 217-219 all one group, medieval pile hole 2 seen notes 
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219 July 1983 St Albans Road (north end)  83/7a Sherds - 217-219 all one group, medieval pile holes 3 & 4 see notes 

220 April/May 1983 Williams & Griffins, High Street  83/4 Cat’s skull Excavation for basement April/May 1983 see notes 

221 June 1983 St Giles’ church  Brick, tile From original build of tower, St Giles’ Church June 
1983 see plan and sx 

222 1981-2 Colchester, 25 High Street, 
NatWest Bank, basement to rear 
(i.e. Culver Street frontage) 

80/11 Sherds (Roman/medieval/post-medieval) US material from digging basement 

223 February/March 
1982 

St Mary’s Cottage, Church Walk  82/2 Sherds (Roman (including stamped samian with 
graffiti) and medieval), human bone, glass bottle 
necks (post medieval), plaster (Roman) x1 

previously marked STMC 82 find 1) u/s 

224 February/March 
1982 

St Mary’s Cottage, Church Walk  82/2 Saxon sherd (grass tempered) previously marked STMC 82 find 4) see notes 

225 February/March 
1982 

St Mary’s Cottage, Church Walk  82/2 Sherds (Roman), tile (Roman), plaster (Roman) upper fill of Roman drain, see notes (previously 
marked STMC 82 find 2) 

226 February/March 
1982 

St Mary’s Cottage, Church Walk  82/2 Sherds , bone x 1, plaster x 1, shell x 2, mosaic 
cube x 1 

lower fill of Roman drain (see notes) (previously 
marked STMC 82 find 3) 

227 February/March 
1982 

St Mary’s Cottage, Church Walk  82/2 Saxon sherd, grass tempered previously numbered STMC 82 find 5) see notes 

228  Cameo Cinema, St John’s Street  82/5a Sherds (medieval - Post-medieval including face 
mask), clay pipes, glass, fragments of porcelain 
figures 

Cameo Cinema, St John’s Street, south end of site 

229 15-17th August 
1983 

East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Sherds (medieval - Post-medieval), glass (1 x 
Roman, 2 x post-medieval including bottle from 
DTC 75 area C find 2), Fe fragment, lead disc 

Removal of topsoil for new building. As X232 

230 17/08/1983 Stanwell Street (at west angle of 
Stanwell Street and Southway) 
County Council offices site 

83/8c Sherds (Roman 1 x huge flagon neck, 1 x flagon 
neck; 1 x post-medieval) 

Stanwell Street topsoil, ,REPORT QUOTES X230 & 
X231 

231 17/08/1983 Stanwell Street (at west angle of 
Stanwell Street and Southway)  

83/8c Part of thin Ae or tin disc with embossed design 
of haloed figure.  Pilgrim badge? 

Stanwell Street topsoil, County Council offices site, 
REPORT QUOTES X230 & X231 

232 18/08/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Sherds (Roman, Post medieval), glass (post 
med), worked stone, lead fragments, lead musket 
ball, Ae object (part of) 

X229 

233 24/08/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Human skull and some bones, 1 x samian sherd - 
second half of second century 

contractors soakaway, see notes 

234  39 St John’s Street (r/o)  Sherds, mostly medieval - post-medieval glass (a 
little) 

During construction of building fronting onto Sir 
Isaacs Walk.  Donated by Mrs Margaret Pilkington 

235 31/08/1983 24 South Street  83/8b 1 brick as sample from well (curved) contractors trenches 

236 August - 
September 1983 

24 South Street  83/8b Sherds (Roman), bones (animal) contractors trenches 
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237  11 St John’s Street  83/9a Sherds (medieval and post-medieval), bones 
(animal) 

7” contractor’s trench 

238 08/09/1983 24 South Street  83/8b Sherds (Roman), tile (1 x tegula), Glass (Roman) Probably all from one pit (or grave??).  Other tile 
fragments and animal bone discarded 

239 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Sherds (mortaria) from trench C (see notes) 

240 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Sherds (including stone ware), bone, glass topsoil from excavated trench (see notes) Post 
medieval? Topsoil 

241 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Sherds, bones grave 1, finds from upper back fill 

242 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Sherds, bones grave 2, finds from upper backfill 

243 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Human skull grave 1, skull 

244 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Human bones grave 1, left tibia and foot bones and remains of 
fibula 

245 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Bones (human) pelvic bones (1 complete, 1 broken) 

246 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Bones (human) grave 1, right tibia and fibula and some foot bones 

247 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Bones (human) grave 1, left and right femur 

248 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Bones (human) fragments: mostly from right femur? 

249 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Bones (human) grave 1, bones (? Finger) from beneath skull 

250 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Bones (human) grave 1, 16/09/1983, bones (feet) from soil by right 
lower limb bones 

251 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Bones (human and animal) grave 2, Bones from east end: ribs and various limb 
bones - same animal? 

252 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Bones (human) grave 2 skull and jar 

253 16/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Bones (human and animal)  grave 2, bones from west end: limb bones? Same 
animal? 

254 22/09/1983 16-17 Trinity Street (r/o) 83/9b Sherds (1 x medieval lid) contractors trench 22/09/1983 (see also X282) 

255 26/09/1983 Stanwell Street (at west angle of 
Stanwell Street and Southway)  

83/8c  Sherds (2 x Roman, 2 x medieval/Post medieval) Stanwell Street u/s 26/09/1983 
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256 14/09/1983 East Hill House (Kitchen garden), 
East Hill  

83/8d Sherds (Roman, post-medieval), bones (animal) 19th - 20th century pit cut by new soakaway to south 
of new building 

257 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L3 
1
Sherds, bones, slag, Fe etc This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 

excavation 

258 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L4: Sherds, bones, slag  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

259 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L5: Sherds, bones, slag, Fe, glass etc This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

260 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L6 : Sherds, bones, slag, glass etc This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

261 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L7: Sherds, slag This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

262 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L8: Sherds, bones, slag, fe, glass, etc  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

263 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L9: Sherds, bones, slag, glass, fe etc  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

264 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L10: Sherds, bones, fe, glass  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

265 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L11: Sherds, bones, fe This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

266 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L12: Sherds, bones, slag, fe, glass etc  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

267 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L13: Sherds, bones, slag, fe etc  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

268 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L14: Sherds, bones This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

269 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L16: Sherds, bones, slag, fe etc  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

270 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L17: Sherds, bones, fe etc  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

271 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L18/19: Sherds, bones, fe etc  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

272 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L20: Slag, bones etc This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

273 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L23: Sherds, bones, slag, fe etc This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

                                                 
1
 Entries for this project all say “see notes”, but we have none here at CAT 
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274 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L24: Sherds, bones, slag, fe etc This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

275 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L26: Sherds, slag, fe etc This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

276 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L27: Sherds, bones, slag, fe This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

276 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 L27: Sherds, bones, slag, fe etc  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

277 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 F1: Sherds, bones, fe etc  This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

278 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 F2: Sherds, bones, slag, fe etc This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

279 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 F3: Sherds, bones, slag, fe, bead, etc This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

280 September 1983 107 Crouch Street (Crouched Friars 
Nursing Home) 

 F3a: Sherds, slag This is the CAG trial trench prior to the main 1984 
excavation 

281 September 1983 Osborne Street adjacent to 
Scheregate Hotel 

 Glass stoppers 19th - 20th century Beneath foundation of frontage wall demolished 

282  16-17 Trinity Street (r/o)  83/9b Sherds (19th century), clay pipes contractors trench (see also X254) 

283 October 1983 GPO Head Street WB 84/1A  Sherds (Roman), lead, Ae, Ae coin, leather 
(medieval presumably) 

Contractors underpinning at rear u/s see also X289 

284 October 1983 

 

Anglian Water Authority site, 
Balkerne Hill  

83/10a modern Sherds, bones, glass, bottle (modern)  Clearing of sections in site of reservoir 

285 October 1983 

 

Anglian Water Authority site, 
Balkerne Hill  

83/10a modern Sherds, bones, tile Trench sat top of reservoir, N. E. corner 

286 October 1983 

 

Anglian Water Authority site, 
Balkerne Hill  

83/10a modern Sherds, bones, tile, clay pipe, coin 
(Roman) 

Clearance of modern access trench; in north ‘wall’ of 
reservoir 

287 October 1983 

 

Anglian Water Authority site, 
Balkerne Hill  

83/10a Sherds (some Roman), bones, tile  excavation of trench at bottom of reservoir in NE 
corner 

288 October 1983 Marks & Spencers  Sherds (medieval), glass bottle fragment US, Site to immediate west of Marks & Spencers, 
u/s, from contractor’s trenches on southern half of 
site.  October 1983 

289 October 1983 GPO Head Street WB 84/1A  Sherds (Roman) contractor’s trenches in yard at rear of X283 

290 February 1984 TRINITY STREET AND SIR 
ISAAC’S WALK  

84/1A  Sherds (1 x Roman) Trinity Street, February 1984 gas main, u/s.  
Opposite S. door of The Cups. 

291 22/02/1984 Victoria House, Lexden  Clay pipe fragments (marked SC on spur), sherds Behind Victoria House, Lexden (opposite The 
Crown) 22/02/1974 
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292  Butt Road  Sherds Found in grass, north end of Butt Road 

293 13/03/1984 76 Lexden Road  Fe bar 76 Lexden Road, 13/03/1984.  In (gravel?) pit of 
unknown date 

294  ROMAN RIVER AT 
ROWHEDGE/EAST DONYLAND  

84/3A Sherds, brick fragments (all medieval) See Red Book p87/88.  From mud etc in association 
with timber wharf - not necessarily contemporary. 

295 June 1984 GPO Head Street WB 84/1A  Roman flue tile (not whole) From tile debris (mostly tegula) over tessellated 
paving - see site notes 

296 May/June 1984 56 Manor Road  84/5b Colour coated pot, two thirds whole Back garden, see Red Book.  Loaned by owner.  
May/June 1984 

297  Ernulph Walk  Sherds (samian) Found at side of footpath - Ernulph Walk 

298 April 1984 St Runwald’s Street  Bone (dog skull) From hole adjacent to Victoria Chambers (St 
Runwalds Street) at a depth of 17’6”.  Reported by 
Dennis. Gamble [HB – no way this deep] 

299 15/06/1984 10 Vint Crescent  Sherds and cremated bone in pot underpinning of wall 

300 15/06/1984 10 Vint Crescent  Sherds  The contents were kept but does not 
seem to contain bone 

contents of complete black burnished ware pot 
which is now owned by builders 

301 15/06/1984 10 Vint Crescent  Sherds - large storage jar almost whole Gone to builders 

302 02/07/1984 10 Vint Crescent  Sherds black burnish jar + cremated contents of 
pot 

 to builders, cremated bone kept 

303 15/06/1984 10 Vint Crescent  Sherds (small flagon) returned to builder (?) 

304  10 Vint Crescent  Sherds Miscellaneous sherds.  Some may belong to 
complete vessels which are too few & fragmentary 
to be sure if buried pots or not 

305  10 Vint Crescent  Cremated bone Cremated bone in pot no. 6 

306 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L1: Roman sherds, Post-Roman sherds, clay 
pipe, tile, animal bone, nails, Fe, slag, 3 coins, 1 
Fe ring, 1 Fe buckle (frags, worked stone 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

307 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L2: Roman sherds, animal bone, nails, Fe, 2 
coins 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

308 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L3: Roman sherds, animal bone, tile, nail, glass, 
Fe, 1 object in 3 fragments 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

309 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L4: Roman sherds, tile, animal bones, nails These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

310 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L5: Roman sherds, animal bones, tile, nails, 1 
coin, 1 bronze and 2 lead fragments 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

311 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L6: Roman sherds, glass, animal bones, nails, 
tile, 2 objects 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  
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312 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L7: Roman sherds, animal bones, tile, slag, nails, 
Fe bar, 1 coin, 2 bronze fragments, 2 objects, 1 
fragment 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

313 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L8: Roman sherds, animal bones, nails, slag, tile These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

314 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L9: Roman sherds, nails, tile, animal bone, 
bronze and other fragments 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

315 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L10, L11, L12:315, 316, 317 are all the same 
context. 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

316 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L10, L11, L12:315, 316, 317 are all the same 
context 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

317 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 Roman sherds, animal bone, tile, nails, slag, 
glass, Fe hook 

L10, L11, L12:315, 316, 317 are all the same 
context 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

318 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L13, L14, L15:318, 319, 320 are all the same 
context 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

319 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L13, L14, L15:318, 319, 320 are all the same 
context 

 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

320 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 Roman sherds, animal bone, nails, tile 

 L13, L14, L15:318, 319, 320 are all the same 
context 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

321 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L16, L17, L18:321, 322, 323 are all the same 
context 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

322 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L16, L17, L18:321, 322, 323 are all the same 
context 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

323 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L16, L17, L18:321, 322, 323 are all the same 
context: Roman sherds, nails, tile, slag, animal 
bone, quern 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

324 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L19:Roman sherds, animal bone, tile nails, 2 
fragments 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

325 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L20: Roman sherds, animal bone, tile, nails, 3 
brooches and other fragments, worked stone 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

326 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L21:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  
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327 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L22:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

328 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F1: Roman sherds, post-Roman sherds, animal 
bone, tile, nails 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

329 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F2: Roman sherds, animal bone, nails, slag, tile These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

330 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F3:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

331 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F4: Roman sherds, animal bones, nails, tile, slag These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

332 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F5:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

333 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F6;  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

334 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F7: Roman sherds, animal bone, nails These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

335 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F8:Roman sherds, post-Roman sherds, clay pipe, 
animal bone, tile, nails, slag, 1 coin, 1 fragment 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

336 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F9: These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

337 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F10:1 coin, 1 needle, 5 Ae fragments These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

338 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F11:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

339 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F12:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

340 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F13:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

341 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F14: Roman sherds, animal bone, tile nails, daub, 
Fe 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

342 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F15: Roman sherds, animal bone, nails These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  
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343 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F16: Roman sherds, Fe object, animal bone, 
nails, tile 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

344 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F17: Post-Roman sherds, 1 coin, 8 objects These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

345 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F18/18a: Roman sherds, animal bones, tile, nails, 
1 blade and 3 Fe fragments, 1 buckle, 2 rings, 1 
glass object, 2 coins, 6 brooches, 30 
objects/fragments and Ae fragments 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

346 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F19: Brick These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

347 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F20: Tile These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

348 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F21: Roman sherds These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

349 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F22:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

350 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F23:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

351 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F24:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

352 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F25:  These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

353 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F26: Animal bone, worked stone, Fe bar These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

354 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F27: Sherds - PC These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

355 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F28: Roman sherds, animal bone, tile, slag These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

356 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F29: 1 coin, 2 bone needles, 10 objects These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

357 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F30: Roman sherds, animal bone, ?Fe bar These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

358 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F31: 1 Ae fragment, 1 lead fragment These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  
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359 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F32: Roman sherds, animal bone These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

360 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F33: Roman sherds, animal bone, nail These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

361 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F34: These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

362 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F35: Roman sherds, animal bone, tile, glass, 
nails, slag, 6 fragments, 2 whetstones 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

363 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 F36: Roman sherds, animal bone, tile, slag, nails, 
glass, 16 objects/fragments, 1 chain 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

364 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L18a: Roman sherds, animal bone, tile, slag, 
glass, nails 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

365 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 U/s: Roman sherds, animal bones, nails, tile, 
glass, slag, 1 Ae ring, 1 object 

These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

367  GPO Head Street WB 84/1A  Roman sherds Rear of Post Office (Nick’s material) 

368 1984 Crouched Friars, Crouch Street 

 

 L7: Roman  sherds (samian bowl) These are the finds from the CAG 1984 excavation, 
see CAG Bulletin 28 (1985)  

369 25/11/1984 42 St Johns Street  Sherds (mainly medieval)  in ‘garden’.  From N. E. corner, by town wall (from 
workmen’s trench i.e. u/s) 

370  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 POST ROMAN Pot, ROMAN POT Ae pins, glass, 
Fe 

Unstratified. Found in contractor initial site strip.  
Northern and eastern sides.  

371  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 ROMAN Pot, tile, iron, amphora rim, egg shell 
ware 

Lion Walk Congregational Church.  Section behind 
removed vault wall.  Directly below, window in 
Baptist church all pot from oysters under Boudiccan 
burning 

372  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Roman pot, black burnished and amphora handle  U/s 

373  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Roman pot and tile, and post-Roman pot  U/s 

374  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 ROMAN Pot, bone, tile, wall plaster, bone pine, 
iron, slag 

 

375  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Samian, mortarium, AND POST-ROMAN POT U/s 

376  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Roman roof tile, spiral pattern Part of wall (Roman) in interior of church 
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377 28/01/84 TRINITY STREET AND SIR 
ISAAC’S WALK  

84/2a  ROMAN POT, TILE Foundation trenches to N side of Roman wall, Sir 
Isaacs Walk (East).  Dug for 5 shops by Hills 
Builders 28/01/84.  Most pot from Easterly hole - 
also photos taken of good Roman wall face. 

378  TRINITY STREET AND SIR 
ISAAC’S WALK  

84/2a CLAY PIPE, POST ROMAN POT and stone 
fragments 

Foundation trenches, dug as in X327 to S side of 
Roman wall, Sir Isaacs Walk (West).  Traces of an 
E-W ?ditch with apparently exclusively post-
medieval material ca 1.00m S of wall 

379  TRINITY STREET AND SIR 
ISAAC’S WALK  

84/2a Post medieval wall bricks, medieval pot sherds 
(unglazed) and some glazed, ROMAN POT, 
CLAY PIPE 

Trenches dug to S of X378 showing a dropping 
away of natural sand towards the S.  This may be 
the N side of medieval E-W ditch - or more likely 
medieval pits 

380  TRINITY STREET AND SIR 
ISAAC’S WALK  

84/2a Much post-medieval and medieval pot  GLASS, 
CLAY POT AND BONE 

Rubbish pit in corner of trench to S of X378 

381  TRINITY STREET AND SIR 
ISAAC’S WALK  

84/2a Post medieval pot and clay pipe Dump of post-medieval brick and tile rubble beside 
brick repair of S face of Roman wall, visible in trench 
to E of X378. MARGINAL NOTES GIVE FINDS AS 
POST-ROMAN POT, CLAY PIPE AND TILE 

382  TRINITY STREET AND SIR 
ISAAC’S WALK  

84/2a Post-medieval and roman pot sherds, wall Trenches to NE of X381. MARGINAL NOTES GIVE 
FINDS AS POST-ROMAN POT, CLAY PIPE AND 
GLASS 

383  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Roman pot, amphora, mortarium extreme north section under wall of church length of 
Roman wall 

384  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Marble, post-roman pot, modern pot extreme N section.  E side under wall of church area 
of Boudican burning (see notes for plan) 

385  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Pot, possibly eggshell ware or w/wood basalt 
ware 

US, Under wall (see above) unstratified pot from 
spoil 

386  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Mortarium spout From construction of Roman wall to north of site 

387  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Pot, tesserae ? From Boudican, under N wall 

388  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Roman pot, clay pipe stems Unstratified finds from north section , pot from 
Boudican level, clay pipes from black redeposited 
earth above is 

394  Lion Walk Church 

1984.236 

 Medieval pot, peg tile, Fe object ORIGINAL ENTRY INDECIPHERABLE- LATER 
ENTRY AS FOLLOWS: Translation ? At rear of 
Chinese restaurant south of wall, Sir Isaacs Walk 

395 30/04/1985 

 

Queen Street travel shop 85/7a Mortarium Roman Hole 10.  Stratified under Roman tessellated 
pavement.  See site notes 
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396  48 South Street  Pot (H) Medieval + Roman Mrs Candy’s garden 

397  Manor Road (site opposite no. 37)  85/11A Pot 85/11a Manor Road construction trenches watching 
brief 

398  Castle Inn, 95 High Street  85/11B Pot, mortar, bone object construction trench in dark earth.  Mortar from wall 
(temple precinct). SEE ALSO X423 

399 20/01/1986 Colchester Castle   Clay pipe (bowl with part of stem) Found well down hole dug for tree in SW corner of 
Colchester Castle.  Well below base of later 
reinforced concrete tree-hole.  Found by workmen 
(Bakers of Danbury) PC 

400 1972 

 

Old Gilberd School, North Hill  1 penny, Fe (collar) and objects, Ae coin Roman, 
Ae token, clay ‘marbles’ 

Ashew’s excavations in 1972 in grounds of Old 
Gilberd School, North Hill.  Exact provenance 
uncertain 

401 1972 

 

Old Gilberd School, North Hill 

 

 

 Clay pipe, Roman tile, Roman and post-Roman 
pot, bone (includes 5 modern stoneware and 1 
glass bottles; taken to Museum)  

As X400 

402 19/02/1986 LOCKHART AVENUE/THE 
CHANTRY EVAL  

86/2A Pot Trial trench 3 - from topsoil 

403 21/05/1986 43a East Stockwell Street  86/5B Sherds (mortarium spout) found by digger driver appears to be from pit 2.  
21/05/1986 

404 21/05/1986 43a East Stockwell Street  86/5B Sherds (grey-glazed stoneware) found by digger driver while cutting back elevated 
section along S. edge of site.  From post-Roman 
topsoil 21/05/1986 

405 22/05/1986 43a East Stockwell Street  86/5B Assorted brown-glazed sherds, 2 pipe bowls 
(18th to early 19th century?) 

kept aside by workmen thought to be from thick 
layer of topsoil (see section drawing, 22/05/1986) 
beneath modern concrete slab)  22/05/1986 

406 22/05/1986 43a East Stockwell Street  86/5B Rim with ‘devilish’ face found by workman.  From same material as X405  
22/05/1986 

407 22/05/1986 43a East Stockwell Street  86/5B S. half of a brown-glazed pot From large pit - see section drawing dated 
22/05/1986.  This is the only find to date actually 
witnessed by CC (Others kept aside by workmen) 

408  Colchester, Museum Street EXC TL 
9980 2522 

86/6a post-medieval Pot, bone, clay-pipe  Museum Street general clearance over ?medieval 
wall 

409  Colchester, Museum Street EXC TL 
9980 2522 

86/6a Pot, bone post-Roman Museum Street clearance over ?Roman (Forum) 
wall 

410  12 St John’s Street 

 

86/7a? ( LATER 
PHASE/JOB?) 

Pot, bone Roman (2nd - 3rd century) cremation burial (Harvest Foods) 

411  Colchester, Museum Street EXC TL 
9980 2522 

86/6a Pot, bone, Fe, glass, clay-pipe, Ae pins post-
medieval 

Museum Street clearance by Park Gates 
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412  Colchester, Museum Street EXC TL 
9980 2522 

86/6a Mortar sample  Mortar samples.  Museum Street.  Medieval wall 

413  Colchester, Museum Street EXC TL 
9980 2522 

86/6a Mortar sample PROVISIONAL DATE: Roman Mortar samples.  Museum Street.  Roman wall 

414  Colchester, Museum Street EXC TL 
9980 2522 

86/6a Bone, pot, Ae pins and fragments PROVISIONAL 
DATE: post-medieval 

Museum Street.  Pit?; between Park Gates and 
barbers shop.  Trench O 

415 September 1986 8-10 FAIRFAX ROAD WB,  86/9A Pot (stoneware), slate, Fe, nail Pit A (by pavement) 

416 07/11/1986 

 

Balkerne Gardens WB  86/11b Bone, pot, largely Roman. tile, Fe, some slate General u/s finds 

417 Autumn 1986 Gilberd School WB  Pot, bone US finds collected by workmen 

418  Balkerne Hill  Sherds U/s samian sherd found on Balkerne Hill (verge NW 
of Hole in the Wall) 

419 23/12/1986 55-58 CROWHURST ROAD WB  86/2C Fragments of mortaria, quern, samian, greyware found by Max Fox who wants the material returned.  
Found in spoil heap resulting from a trench dub 
along pavement frontage sometime in November 
1986 

420  Lasts Garage, Middleborough WB 87/3B Pot From watching brief Lasts Garage Middleborough 
86/3b WHY THIS SECOND CODE?? 

421  Lasts Garage, Middleborough WB 87/3B Wall plaster Roman c200? From watching brief Lasts Garage Middleborough 
86/3b 

422  Lasts Garage, Middleborough  87/3B Ae object - stud head? Roman c200? From watching brief Lasts Garage Middleborough 
86/3b 

423  Castle Inn, 95 High Street  85/11B Human bones, 3-4 individuals post or late 
Roman/saxon, probably not norman 

SEE ALSO X398 

424 (in 
X433 bag) 

16/04/1987 

 

377 Ipswich Road,  WB, adj Frank 
Clater close 

86/10B POSSIBLY 2 POTS 18th century 2 v. large Italian or Iberian oil jars used as garden 
jars.  The property of the late Mrs Amy Beard, given 
by her nephew Mr Cyril Willshire of 17 St Monance 
Way, St John’s Estate, Colchester.  J.G. 

425 18/05/1987 Maidenburgh Street, Methodist 
Church  

87/5A Roman pot handle Found by workman .Trench A, L4. 

426 24/09/1987 NCP CAR PARK, NUNN’S ROAD  87/10B Pot Roman (probably pre-boudican Nunn’s Road car park.  Lift shaft area 

427 29/09/1987  NCP CAR PARK, NUNN’S ROAD  87/10B Flagon neck Roman U/s, from massive trench for lift shaft.  Found by 
workmen 

428 29/09/1987 

 

NCP CAR PARK, NUNN’S ROAD  87/10B Bottom of amphora Roman U/s, from massive trench for lift shaft.  Found by 
workmen 

429 14/10/1987 

 

NCP CAR PARK, NUNN’S ROAD  87/10B Mortaria rim c. 1st century found by contractor.  Probably from liftshaft trench.  
U/s 
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430 22-3/10/1987 

 

107 Crouch Street 

(Crouched Friars Nursing Home), 
rear extension 

87/10a  Sherds Roman Collection of  US sherds found by workmen during 
machining 

431  107 Crouch Street 

(Crouched Friars Nursing Home), 
rear extension 

87/10a Sherds Roman Found in spoil heap by Dennis Tripp 

432  107 Crouch Street 

(Crouched Friars Nursing Home), 
rear extension 

87/10a Sherds Roman Found in loose near S. E. corner by D. Tripp 

433 04/12/1987 

 

High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Clay pipes (several with makers mark of crown 
over ‘B’ / crown over ‘W’ on each side of spur) 
18th - early 19th century 

Trench K.  From fill of basement 

434 04/12/1987 

 

High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Sherds 15TH century (J.G.) Found  by workman, probably from one of the two 
large post-Roman pits noted in south side of Trench 
J. 

435 04/12/1987 

 

High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Sherds Roman Found by workmen u/s, from trenches D, E, J. 

436 04/12/1987 

 

Lady D'Arcy Almshouses, Eld Lane 
WB  

87/11A Sherds post-Roman Found by workmen.  Apparently from black topsoil in 
Trench A 

437 04/12/1987 

 

Lady D'Arcy Almshouses, Eld Lane 
WB 

87/11A Sherds (stoneware jar) post-medieval Found by workmen in area of inspection pit (Trench 
C) 3 bags, each with fragments of a different jar: 
X437/8/9 

438 04/12/1987 

 

Lady D'Arcy Almshouses, Eld Lane 
WB  

87/11A Sherds (stoneware jar) post-medieval Found by workmen in area of inspection pit (Trench 
C) 3 bags, each with fragments of a different jar: 
X437/8/9 

439 04/12/1987 

 

Lady D'Arcy Almshouses, Eld Lane 
WB 

87/11A Sherds (stoneware jar) post-medieval Found by workmen in area of inspection pit (Trench 
C) 3 bags, each with fragments of a different jar: 
X437/8/9 

440 November 1987 

 

The Old Rectory, West Bergholt  87/11B Brick sample  c. 17th century? Wedge-shaped brick from roof of arched drain 
revealed by fallen tree 

441 08/12/1987 

 

High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Sherds Roman From trench N.  Large quantity of Roman pottery 
from pit - probably includes material from surround 
area.  Found by workmen. 

442 08/12/1987 

 

High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Decorated samian and stamp ‘BORIUS’ Roman Two samian sherds.  Returned 31/12/1987 to Jim 
Allen, 25 Hillside Close, Braintree. 

443 11/12/1987 

 

TOWN HALL SUBWAY, WEST 
STOCKWELL STREET WB  

87/12B Coin Roman 11/12/1987  Town Hall Subway, West Stockwell 
Street.  U/s.  In loose at south side of trench 

444 15/12/1987 Middle Mill  Sherd Roman, c. 2nd century From River Colne near Middle Mill 
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445 30/12/1987 High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Sherd From manhole pit immediately north of building.  
U/s.  kept aside by workman 

446 23/12/1987 

 

High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Tile sample post-Roman From construction material of wall in manhole trench 
to north of building 

447 
possibly 

30/12/1987 

 

High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Glass Roman U/s.  Kept aside by workman.  From trench K. 

448 08/01/1988 

 

High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Glass Roman From trench at rear of auditorium.  Precise spot not 
known.  Kept aside by workman. 

449 08/01/1988 

 

High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Sherds including decorated samian  Roman Same as 448 

450 18/01/1988 

 

Headgate, junction of Sir Isaac’s 
Walk and Head Street WB  

88/1B Sherd Roman From area disturbed by pipe trench under south kerb 
near Head Street junction - see site sketch 

451 04/02/1988 

 

Butt Road Police Station WB 88/1A Fe Nails Roman From burial cut by trench.  South section 

452 04/02/1988 

 

Butt Road Police Station WB 88/1A? Pot, bone Roman from north section of burial 

453 04/02/1988 

 

Butt Road Police Station WB 88/1A? Pot, bone Roman from south section of burial 

454 February 1988 11 Short Wyre Street, ‘Swagshop’  88/2B Pot, clay pipe Stanchion hole 1c N/E corner of area beyond wall 

455 February 1988 11 Short Wyre Street, ‘Swagshop’  88/2B Pot (Roman), tile (post-Roman) Stanchion hole 1c section layer 4  

456  High Street, Hippodrome WB  88/1C Pot, tile, mortar Roman East side of Hippodrome circular drain shaft north 
East Stockwell Street 

457  11 Short Wyre Street, ‘Swagshop’  88/2B Pot, tile Post-Roman Stanchion hole C2 

458 24/05/1988 

 

6/7 Church Walk EVAL  88/4B Sherds (flower pots and animal bone discarded): 
post-medieval to modern, residual earlier 

T2 to locate town wall.  From top 20cm topsoil 
beneath concrete.  Trench 2 

459  6/7 Church Walk EVAL  88/4B  T2: next 30cm spit 

460  6/7 Church Walk EVAL  88/4B Tegula and peg tile.  Discarded T2: next 30cm spit 

461  6/7 Church Walk EVAL  88/4B  T2: feature 1m from surface below 460 above 462 

462  6/7 Church Walk EVAL  88/4B  T2: 30cm spit below 460  

463  6/7 Church Walk EVAL  88/4B  T2: next 30cm spit 

464  6/7 Church Walk EVAL  88/4B  T2: final 30cm spit 

465  6/7 Church Walk EVAL  88/4B Tegula, discarded T1 
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466 September 1988 18 NORTH HILL EVAL (REAR OF)  88/9B Sherds Nunns Road, nos. 17-19 brought in by architect u/s, 
from uppermost metre in garden.  (rear of 18 North 
Hill,) 

467  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Pot, Fe u/s garden soil 

468  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Pot, bone, fe, amphora dark brown loam c.70cm beneath current surface 
(L1) 

469 PROVISIONAL 
DATE: post-
Roman? 

53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Pottery (black burnished ware), roundel, pot 
counter 

from dark brown loam c.70cm beneath current 
surface (L1) 

470  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Soil sample sample L1 

471  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Pot, bone, Fe, tile, tessera greeny, yellowy grey sandy clay (demolition layer?) 
80-90cm from surface (L2, B1) 

472  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Soil sample soil sample from (L2) (see X471) 

473  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Pot, bone rich dark loam/oyster shell spread between L2/L4 
(L3, B1) 

474  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Soil sample sample L3, B1 

475  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Pot, bone, tile orangey-brown sandy/clay 1.10m from surface L4 

476  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Soil sample sample L4 

477  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Pot, bone, tile brown sandy loam (demolition layer!) c.1.40m from 
surface L5, B1 

478  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Soil sample sample L5 

479  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Pot, bone, tile, painted plaster rich greeny sandy loam C.1.41m from surface L6 
(B1) 

480  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Soil sample soil sample L6 (B1) 

481  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Pot, bone, Fe rich grey (some green) organic c1.45m from surface 
L7 (B2) 

482  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Soil sample (oyster) soil sample L7 

483  53 Crowhurst Road (garden) EXC 88/4A Fe (hob nails) from L7 ?hob nails 

484 07/09/1988 18 NORTH HILL EVAL (REAR OF)  88/9B Pot, bone, fe, glass 18 North Hill (trial trench) unstratified overlying 
medieval (?) wall and to the north of it 07/09/1988 

485 07/09/1988 18 NORTH HILL EVAL (REAR OF)  88/9B Pot, bone, tegula, tessera 18 North Hill (trial trench) layer sealing cobbled 
surface to the south of the medieval wall 07/09/1988 

486 07/09/1988 18 NORTH HILL EVAL (REAR OF)  88/9B Pot, bone, tegula, tessera, op sig 18 North Hill (trial trench) layers beneath 
medieval(?) wall, sealing tessellated floor/tegula 
dump 07/09/1988 

487 12/09/1988 

 

89 CROUCH STREET WB  88/9A Pot 17th century stanchion hole approximately 2m north of cellar 
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488  89 CROUCH STREET WB  88/9A Pot trench to rear of shop 

489  44 St John’s Street WB 88/5b Pot post-medieval 44 St John’s Street  

490  SITE BETWEEN 54-55 
CROWHURST ROAD WB  

89/1a Pot, including amphora sherd  Roman and post-
Roman 

Crowhurst Road (plot between NOS 54 AND 55), 
89/1a u/s 

491  St Helena School, Sheepen Rd, 
WB  

89/2a Pot, Roman St Helena’s School, E. courtyard u/s 

492  St Helena School, Sheepen Rd, 
WB  

89/2a  Pot, Roman St Helena’s School, W. Courtyard u/s; probably from 
pit in S.W. corner 

493  St Helena School, Sheepen Rd, 
WB  

89/2a Pot Roman and post-Roman St Helena’s School, u/s, probably W. courtyard 

494  St Helena School, Sheepen Rd, 
WB  

89/2a Fe object post-Roman? St Helena’s School, u/s as X493 

495 May 1989 

 

WAREHOUSE WEST OF 2 
NORTHGATE STREET EVAL  

89/5A Sample of “whitewash” Roman 1 Northgate Street (opposite Essex Newspapers 
offices) from inner face of town wall May 1989 
(warehouse W. of no. 2 Northgate Street) 

496 22/08/1989 

 

ROYAL LONDON OFFICE 
EXTENSION, SHEEPEN PLACE 
EVAL  

89/8B Sample of waterlogged wood (discarded, Nina 
Crummy 16/03/1991)  

Sheepen place 27/08/1989 from trench 5 sealed by 
layer 4 (Royal London site adjacent north side of 
roundabout) 

497 22/08/1989 

 

ROYAL LONDON OFFICE 
EXTENSION, SHEEPEN PLACE 
EVAL  

89/8B Pot Roman Sheepen Place (new Royal London site adjacent to 
north side of roundabout) 22/08/1989 from trench 5, 
layer 4 

498 September 1988 

 

18 NORTH HILL EVAL (REAR OF)  88/9B Pot Roman and medieval Nunns Rd trial work from machine trench 3 - rear of 
18 North Hill September 1988 

499  The Moorings, Middleborough  Pot modern Trial trench 2,  from silt layer 1.5m deep 

500 21/09/1990 

 

NICHOLSON’S NURSERIES, 
REAR OF 30-33 PRIORY STREET 
WB  

90/9b Pot medieval Found by workman.  From area of early terracing 
and pits at SW corner of site 21/09/1990 

501 17/07/1991 

 

West Mersea, St Peter and St Paul 
EVAL 

91/7B Pot Roman and medieval Trench A, L2 

502 17/07/1991 

 

West Mersea, St Peter and St Paul 
EVAL 

91/7B Fe objects post-Medieval Trench A, L2, residual graves (fittings) 

503 17/07/1991  West Mersea, St Peter and St Paul 
EVAL 

91/7B Tile (peg and flue) Roman and medieval Trench A, L2 

504 17/07/1991 

 

West Mersea, St Peter and St Paul 
EVAL 

91/7B Pot Roman and medieval Trench B, L4 

505 17/07/1991 

 

West Mersea, St Peter and St Paul 
EVAL 

91/7B Tile Roman and post-medieval Trench B, L4 
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506 January 1992 

 

25 TRINITY STREET WB  92/1b Pot Post-medieval, clay pipe, brick, iron, stone?, 
animal bone  

2 trial holes - both approximately 1.2 x 1.2 and a 
foundation trench.  All finds out of context 

507 July 1991 

 

21 High Street, Dewhurst cellar WB 91/7a Brick sample post-medieval flooring brick conversion.sample brick from cellar floor 

508 April 1992 LEXDEN LODGE MOAT WB  92/4e Leather sole from silt in bottom of moat.  Found by contractor.  
CC 

509  Stanway, Church Lane  

TL 941 243 

92/5b Coin (worn) Probably a barbarous radiate, 270-
284, or possibly a 4th century copy of house of 
Constantine issue, 330-360 

field adjacent to church bungalow.    Metal detecting, 
loaned by Mrs Jansma, Sentinels, Turkey Cock 
Lane, returned 19/05/1992  CC 

510 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Peg tile and pot post-medieval Trench 1, machined east-west to a max depth 50cm.  
Pot and tile come from a possible ditch fill.  

511 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Tile post-medieval Trench 1, no obvious context 

512 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot Roman 2nd - 4th AD Trench 1.   From shallow ditch. 

513 23/07/1992 Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Charcoal Trench 1.  no obvious context 

514 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot 14th-16th century Trench 1.  No context 

515 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Tile post-medieval Trench 1.  No context 

516 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Brick medieval, early post-medieval Trench 1.  No context. 

 

517 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Peg tile post-medieval Trench 3.  No context. SEE SKETCH IN X-SERIES 
FILE 

526-8 24-28/07/1992 AWA Boxted Water Main WB 92/7A Worked flints (1 arrowhead) Neolithic?, Pot, early 
med pot 

fieldwalking. Plots 2-21 LOOK FOR PLAN  

518 

possibly 

23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot c. 13th century Trench 2.  Associated with stony surface of road? 

519 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot Roman and 14th 16th century Trench 2.  Associated with road? Surface 

520 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot Medieval/Roman Trench 2.  No obvious context. 

521 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot medieval/post-medieval Trench 2.  Associated with possible road.  
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522 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot 14th - 16th century Trench 2.  No context? 

523 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot 14th - 16th century Trench 2.  Associated with stony road? Surface. 

524 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot 17th century Trench 2.  Associated with stony road? Surface 

525 23/07/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7C Pot 15th - 16th century Trench 2.  Associated with stony road? surface 

542 28/07/1992 AWA Boxted Water Main WB 92/7A Flint flake Plot 17 

543 28/07/1992 AWA Boxted Water Main WB 92/7A Pot, burnt stone Plot 19 

544 28/07/1992 AWA Boxted Water Main WB 92/7A Flints Plot 18 

545 28/07/1992 AWA Boxted Water Main WB 92/7A Flint, pot Plot 20 

546 28/07/1992 AWA Boxted Water Main WB 92/7A Flints Plot 21 

547 28/07/1992 Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot Trench 3, south section, L2, track metalling 

548 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2.  No good context. Find 22 on plan 

549 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 14th-15th century Trench 2B.  from possible ditch. Find 23 on plan 

550 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot c13th-15th century Trench 2H.  From oyster spread.  Find 26 on plan 

551 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot c13th century Trench - D/H spoil heap.  Find 27 on plan 

552 18/08/1992 Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Tile  Trench 2B.  From feature - natural?  Find 24 on plan 

553 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2D from occupation area? Find 20 on plan 

554 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 17th century Trench 2F from stones and oyster shell.  Find 25 on 
plan 

555 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Clay pipe 1600+ Trench 2C from ditch?.  Find 21 on plan 

556 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot, tile, purbeck marble fragment 14th-15th 
century 

Trench 2E (found after machining).  Find 2 on plan 
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557 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 13th-15th century Trench 2D (found after machining).  Find 19 on plan 

558 18/08/1992 Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Tile/ sandstone Trench 2.  Found after machining.  Find 15 on plan 

559 18/08/1992 Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot Trench 2F.  Found after machining.  Find 9 on plan 

560 18/08/1992 Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Tile Trench 2E.  Found after machining.  Find 3 on plan 

561 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2D.  Found after machining.  Find 7 on plan 

562 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 13th-16th century Trench 2F.  Found after machining.  Find 11 on plan 

563 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 13th-16th century Trench 2F.  Found after machining.  Find 8 on plan 

564 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2D.  Found after machining.  Find 5 on plan 

565 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 14th-16th century Trench 2.  Found after machining.  Find 16 on plan 

566 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 13th-15th century Trench 2F.  Found after machining.  Find 10 on plan 

567 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 16th-17th century Trench 2F.  Found after machining.  Find 12 on plan 

568 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 14th-15th century Trench 2D.  Found after machining.  Find 4 on plan 

569 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot Trench 2D.  Found after machining.  Find 6 on plan 

570 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot Roman Trench 2G.  Found after machining.  Find 13 on plan 

571 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot 13th-14th century Trench 2D.  Found after machining.  Find 1 on plan 

572 18/08/1992 Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot? Trench 2F.  Found after machining ditch??.  Find 14 
on plan 

573 18/08/1992 Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot Trench 2.  Found amongst stony track surface at 
eastern end of trench.  Find 17 on plan 
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574 18/08/1992 

 

Langenhoe, Fingringhoe Road 
EVAL 

92/7c Pot medieval Trench 2.  Found above stony track surface at 
eastern end of trench.  Find 18 on plan 

575 03/09/1992 

 

Colchester Castle  92/9B probably Pot (green glazed pot)  

16th-17th century 

Castle electricity cable trench 

576 07/10/1992 AWA Little Tey Water Main WB 92/11c Flint flake Little Tey (A120) to Gt Tey.  Fieldwalking after soil 
stripping, plotted on plan  

577 07/10/1992 AWA Little Tey Water Main WB 92/11c Medieval rim and body sherd Little Tey (A120) to Gt Tey.  Fieldwalking after soil 
stripping, plotted on plan  

578 August 1992 Rowhedge, High Street EVAL  92/8a Tegula fragment with mortar adhering (reused) Trench 3a. Plotted on section. 

579 August 1992 Rowhedge, High Street EVAL  92/8a Roman pot Trench 3a.  Plotted on section. 

580 12/10/1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Sherds, brown glazed (post-medieval) Stretch west of villa 

581 12/10/1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Tessera? Stretch west of villa 

582 12/10/1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Decorated box tile Opposite Walcotts Hall.  Plotted 

583 19/10/1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Medieval pot N. of Roman river.  Plotted 

584 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Post-medieval pot/tile by Saucelands Cottages.  Stripping/fieldwalk.  
Plotted 

585 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Post-medieval brick/tile Plotted 

586 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Medieval rim, oyster shell, peg tile Plotted 

587 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Flake, 3 x post-medieval sherds Opposite Walcotts Hall.  Plotted 

588 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Stoneware sherds Opposite Braziers.  Plotted 

589 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Sherd of post-medieval pot, peg tile Stripping/fieldwalk.  Plotted 

590 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Base and sherd, medieval Stripping/fieldwalk.  Plotted 

591 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Roman tile Trenching for pipe.  Plotted 

592 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Post-medieval tile Plotted 

593 October 1992 AWA Little Tey Water Main WB 92/11c Post-medieval tile ‘The cottage’.  Plotted 

594 October 1992 AWA Little Tey Water Main WB 92/11c Pot and tile, post-medieval ‘Braziers’.  Plotted 
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595 October 1992 AWA Little Tey Water Main WB 92/11c Tile, post-medieval Plotted 

596 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Flake, odd stone.  ? Plotted 

597 October 1992 AWA Gt Tey (Coggeshall  Rd to 
Buckler’s Lane) water main WB 

92/10b Tile and oyster shell, post-medieval Plotted 

598 October 1992 AWA Tiptree, Church Road, to 
Messing Lodge  water main WB  

92/10c Tile and pot fragments, post-medieval 

Discarded 

 Plotted 

599 October 1992 AWA Tiptree, Church Road, to 
Messing Lodge  water main WB  

92/10c Post and horse shoe, post-medieval 

Discarded 

Plotted 

600 October 1992 AWA Tiptree, Church Road, to 
Messing Lodge  water main WB  

92/10c Pot post-medieval and Fe object 

Discarded 

 

601 October 1992 AWA Tiptree, Church Road, to 
Messing Lodge  water main WB  

92/10c Horse shoe, and tile post-medieval? 

Discarded 

Plotted 

602 03/02/1993 Bures (Colchester Rd) Water main 
WB  

93/2a Flint knife fieldwalking after ploughsoil stripping on surface of 
subsoil.  Plotted on fieldwalk plan 

603 04/02/1993 Bures (Colchester Rd) Water main 
WB  

93/2a Flint knife fieldwalking after ploughsoil stripping subsoil 
surface.  Plotted on fieldwalking plan 

604 04/02/1993 Bures (Colchester Rd) Water main 
WB  

93/2a Flint blade fieldwalking after ploughsoil stripping subsoil 
surface.  Plotted on blank 

605 15/02/1993 Bures (Colchester Rd) Water main 
WB  

93/2a Coin silver ¾d Eliz US found by M. Matthews metal detecting after 
ploughsoil stripping.  Plotted on site plan. 

606 24/02/1993 NORTH STATION CAR PARK 
EXTENSION (FORMER 
ALLOTMENTS) EVAL  

93/2c Tile fragment (kiln furniture?) Machine evaluation.  Trench 2 30m from south end.  
Interface between topsoil and clay 

607 25/02/1993 THE BULL PUB, HEADGATE 
(REAR OF) WB  

93/2d Pot From fill of drain trench.  Plotted on plan, found by 
PC 

608 25/02/1993 AWA Wormingford water main WB  93/3d Pot and flint core Wormingford field south of Church.  Topsoil stripping 
surface finds 

609 25/02/1993 AWA Wormingford water main WB  93/3d Tile, flint - core? - flake Wormingford field north of Church, topsoil stripping 
surface finds 

610 03/03/1993 

 

AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b Medieval pot, quern fragments Medieval Lt Tey area, from deposits in test it in area close to 
A120.  From large pit F1 

611 03/03/1993 

 

AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b 2 x large quern pieces medieval Lt Tey area as X610; associated with burnt stones 
?hearth in dump layer L2 

612 03/03/1993 AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b ?slag/concretion (modern?) Gt Tey.  US, Found in spoil on north side of Roman 
river 
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613 03/03/1993 AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b Pot sherd, sent to Nigel Brown 28/04/1993 Gt Tey found by workman; marked on plan approx 
500m north of Roman river 

614 12/03/1993 AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b Pot? Burnt daub? 

Discarded 

Little Tey (Adjacent to  A120) original surface finds 
by Nigel Saunders. Clearance over L2 

615 12/03/1993 AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b Pot, burnt daub, bone, oyster.  All early medieval Little Tey (adjacent to A120) Original surface finds 
by Nigel Saunders. Clearance over L2 

616 12/03/1993 Bures (Colchester Rd) Water main 
WB  

93/2a Flint core ? walking after topsoil stripping (?) near Brook House 
Cottage.  Plotted 

617 14/03/1993 Gosbecks fieldwalking  Flint US, flint 1 (marked on plan by PC) 

618 14/03/1993 Gosbecks fieldwalking  Flint US, flint 2 (marked on plan by PC) 

619 Nov 92 

 

AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b Pottery, slag, tile, flint flake, oyster (discarded), 
quern. Medieval? 

Little Tey adjacent to A120.  Machine clearance over 
site; ?mainly L2 

620 Nov 92 AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b ?flint flakes x 3, (1 with retouch) Little Tey, US  from contractor’s spoil; south end of 
AWA pipeline; west of Motts Lane 

621 Nov 92 AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b Pot, Bone, slag, burnt daub, oyster, quern 
fragments ? Medieval 

Little Tey adjacent to A120 [pit fill (F1) main fill 

622 Nov 92 AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b Pottery, burn daub, Fe object  

Medieval 

Little Tey adjacent to A120 mixed dump layer (L2) 
below topsoil.  Mainly from 5-8m east of F1 

623 Nov 92 AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b Pot, bone, quern fragments, burnt daub, slag 
Medieval 

Little Tey adjacent to A120 east - west gully (F2) 
main fill 

624 Nov 92 

 

AWA Great Tey to Marks Tey 
Water Main  EXC & WB 1993.13  

92/11b Pot, burnt daub Medieval Little Tey adjacent to A120 small fit (F3) by west end 
of F2 

625 February 1993 

 

AWA Wormingford water main WB  93/3d Pot handle 13th - 16th century Water main, Church Road, Wormingford, topsoil 
stripping, surface find.  Plotted 

626 February 1993 

 

AWA Wormingford water main WB  93/3d Pot 14th - 16th century Water main, Church Road, Wormingford, topsoil 
stripping, surface find.  Plotted 

627 March 1993 AWA Wormingford water main WB  93/3d Fe coin (illegal penny sized) Church Road, Wormingford metal detecting after 
topsoil stripping (M. Matthews).  Plotted 

628 March 1993 

 

AWA Wormingford water main WB  93/3d Ae coin (penny sized) George 2nd? Church Road, Wormingford metal detecting after 
topsoil striping (M. Matthews).  Plotted.  (verge side 
5m past last oak) (same area as X608) 

629 March 1993 AWA Wormingford water main WB  93/3d Copper alloy decorated strip Church Road, Wormingford metal detecting after 
topsoil striping (M. Matthews).  Plotted (south of 
Church.  Plotted.) 

630 May 1993 Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of West Lodge Rd) WB & 
EXC? 

93/5b Complete pot with lid fragments Roman F1 
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631 May 1993 

 

Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of West Lodge Rd) WB & 
EXC? 

93/5b Sherds various including post-medieval  L1, by east side of F3.  Depth of 1.1m 

632 May 1993 

 

Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of West Lodge Rd) WB & 
EXC? 

93/5b Tile fragment (SEE ILLUSTRATION IN X-SERIES 
NOTES) Roman 

L1, south of F2, 1m depth 

633 May 1993 Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of West Lodge Rd) WB & 
EXC? 

93/5b Sherds L1, west side of F2 

634 May 1993 

 

Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of West Lodge Rd) WB & 
EXC? 

93/5b Sherds Roman L1, in region of F2.  Exact find spot unknown 

635 May 1993 

 

Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of West Lodge Rd) WB & 
EXC? 

93/5b Sherds Roman  US found by contractor.  Machining trench in area 
2m south of F1 

636  AW Tiptree, Church Road, to 
Messing Lodge  water main WB  

92/10c Tile Roman Adkins, find no. 1 opposite Conyfield Wood 

637  AW Tiptree, Church Road, to 
Messing Lodge  water main WB  

92/10c Pot probably 13th - 15th century, possibly Roman Opposite Conyfield Wood.  P. Adkins find. 

638  AW Tiptree, Church Road, to 
Messing Lodge  water main WB  

92/10c Crumbs including pot P. Adkins find no. 3 

639 07/07/1993 

 

Eastern Approach Road, Phase 2 
(Brook Street) EVAL  

93/7Aa Sherds Post-Medieval Brook Street trial trench, (Eastern Approach Road) 
fill of F2 

640 August 1993 

 

SPURGEON STREET (FORMER 
COAL DEPOT) EVAL  

93/8b Timber Post-Medieval? Trench 2 layer 4 

641 August 1993 

 

SPURGEON STREET (FORMER 
COAL DEPOT) EVAL  

93/8b Pitch and metal object Post-Medieval? Trench 2 layer 4 

642 Jan Feb 1993 Aldham to Marks Tey Water Main 
WB  

93/1a Roman Brick From ploughsoil stripping.  Plotted on plan. 

643 Jan Feb 1993 Aldham to Marks Tey Water Main 
WB  

93/1a Flint From ploughsoil stripping.  Plotted on plan. 

644 Jan Feb 1993 Aldham to Marks Tey Water Main 
WB  

93/1a Flint flake From ploughsoil stripping.  Plotted on plan. 

645 Jan Feb 1993 Bures (Colchester Rd) Water main 
WB  

93/2a Coin (Britannia on reverse), penny? M. Matthews.  Metal detecting after ploughsoil 
stripping 

646 Jan Feb 1993 Bures (Colchester Rd) Water main 
WB  

93/2a Lead disc-weight perforated M. Matthews.  Metal detecting after ploughsoil 
stripping 
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647  SERGEANT’S ENGINEERING 
WORKS, NORTHGATE STREET 
(SOUTH OF NO. 97) EVAL  

93/11e Pot, white painted plaster Roman Engineering works Northgate Street (site East of No. 
95) evaluation trench 3, L4 

648 29/04/1994 - 
04/05/1994 

WAGGON & HORSES, NORTH 
HILL WB 1994.29 

94/5c Pot, bone, worked bone, Ae fragment (mainly 
Roman) ?Roman 

Waggon & Horses, North Hill u/s finds from 
groundwork, rear extension 29/04/1994 - 04/05/1994 

649 21/07/1994 Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Mesolithic Flint 

( ECC 

US on loan from Mr Bone, 12 Alexandra Road, 
Colchester.  21/07/1994 

sent to ECC flint expert 17/10/1994 

650 21/07/1994 

 

Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Meso/Neolithic Flint   on loan from Mr Bone, 12 Alexandra Road, 
Colchester.  21/07/1994 

sent to ECC flint expert 17/10/1994 

651 21/07/1994 

 

Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Meso/Neolithic Flint  on loan from Mr Bone, 12 Alexandra Road, 
Colchester.  21/07/1994 

sent to ECC flint expert 17/10/1994 

652 21/07/1994 

 

Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Meso/Neolithic Flint  on loan from Mr Bone, 12 Alexandra Road, 
Colchester.  21/07/1994 

sent to ECC flint expert 17/10/1994 

653 26/07/1994 Field east of Gryme’s Dyke South 
TL 9585 2240 

 Slag Found by David Barbour in ploughsoil of field east of 
Gryme’s Dyke South 

654 September 1993 

 

LEXDEN LODGE FARM - MOAT 
FARM COTTAGES wb  

93/9c Keyed box tile (also tegula fragments, discarded) 
Roman 

from ploughsoil in genera area of kiln bebris (F8) 

655 02/08/1994 Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Fe object (bridle ring or similar), Fe/Cu alloy boss 
type object, metal object 

on loan, brought in by Mr Bone (see X649) from 
Brooklands.  Said to be from S. E. area, close to 
X649 find spot 

655  22 LEXDEN ROAD WB 1994.48 94/9b Pot brought in by James Fawn.  From concrete removal, 
area south of No. 22.  “Includes material from 
bottom of trench”. 

656 02/08/1994 Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Flint US (same as X655) 

Sent to ECC flint expert – oh, do you mean Louise 
Austin? 17/10/1994 

657 02/08/1994 Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Flint blade US (same as X655) on loan sent to ECC flint expert 
17/10/1994 

658 02/08/1994 Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Flint blade US (same as X655) on loan. Sent to ECC flint expert 
17/10/1994 

659 02/08/1994 Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Keyed box tile (find spot not known)  on loan 

660 31/08/1994 62 Priory Street EVAL  94/8b Sample brick Trench 2.  from underground passage cut by trench 
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661 August 1994 22 LEXDEN ROAD WB 1994.48 94/9b Cu alloy fragments Machine removal of heavy modern foundations in 
garden area.  Found by J. Fawn 

662 September 1994 Brooklands, Brook St WB (1) 
1994.48 

94/7a Fragments of cu alloy decorative sheet object.  
Soldered and yellow metal plated.  

u/s.  left by Mr Bone (12 Alexandra Road) 1994.48 

663 October 1994 55 CROUCH STREET WB 
(INTERIOR AND WEST SIDE)  

94/10a Pot Finds kept by workmen.  Trench at east side of 
building 

664 October 1994 55 CROUCH STREET WB 
(INTERIOR AND WEST SIDE)  

94/10a Pot Finds kept by workmen.  Room in north end of 
building 

665  22 LEXDEN ROAD WB 1994.48 94/9b Pot brought in by James Fawn.  From concrete removal, 
area South of no.22.  “Includes material from bottom 
of trench”. 

666  22 LEXDEN ROAD WB 1994.48 94/9b Pot Brought in by James  Fawn. as X665 but even less 
stratified 

667  Anglian Water main Gt Horkesley - 
West Bergholt WB  

94/2f Assorted flints (thrown away) From subsoil exposed by topsoil stripping.  Plot ‘A’ 
on plan 

668 31/07/1993 

 

AWA Mersea Island water main (W 
and E Mersea) WB  

93/7c Pot PROVISIONAL DATE: Roman Bonds Green Farm  F1 Fill 

669  AWA Mersea Island water main (W 
and E Mersea) WB  

93/7c Pot and clay pipe (post-medieval), flint Topsoil stripping 

670 30/07/1993 

 

THE POPLARS, FINGRINGHOE 
ROAD, LANGENHOE WB  

93/7c POSSIBLY Pot  post-medieval or medieval Galliford Estate, Langenhoe, spoil heap after soil 
stripping, south end of site 

671 11/01/1995 22 LEXDEN ROAD EVAL  95/1a Pot (Roman) U/s T1  

672 11/01/1995 22 LEXDEN ROAD EVAL  95/1a Pot (Roman) U/s T4 

673 11/01/1995 22 LEXDEN ROAD EVAL  95/1a Pot (Roman) U/s T7 

674 11/01/1995 22 LEXDEN ROAD EVAL  95/1a Pot (Roman) north-eastern area, near recent fence.  Surface 
collection 

675 March 1995  Balkerne Hill, Hole in Wall pub WB 95/3f Clay pipe bowls (5 bowls 17th?), pot From post-Medieval pit fill in trench ‘A’ 

676  Balkerne Hill, Hole in Wall pub WB 95/3f Musket ball? kept by workmen.  From post-Medieval pit fill in 
trench ‘A’ 

677  Balkerne Hill, Hole in Wall pub WB 95/3f Cu alloy ring Trench ‘A’  same as X675 and X676 

678  Balkerne Hill, Hole in Wall pub WB 95/3f Pot Kept by contractor. From Trenches B and C - all 
levels above Roman Street 

679  Balkerne Hill, Hole in Wall pub WB 95/3f Bone handle (polished and patterned) Kept by contractor.  From black soil, c1.8m depth, at 
north end of foundation trench for extension (Trench 
‘B’) 

680 February 1995 

 

East Hill House Mulberry Nursery 
extension EVAL  

95/2e Tessera x 2, pot (Roman and post-medieval), clay 
pipe, post-Roman 

Trial hole.  Post-Roman topsoil 
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681  1-6 EAST STOCKWELL ST WB  95/3a Pot (Roman and post-medieval) Site of 1964/1989 excavation. US from contractors’ 
groundwork 

682 13/04/1995 46 NORTH HILL WB  95/4a Roman pot from daub (L2, sketch section no. 2) 

683 April 1995 

 

Hythe Hill  Graffito-ware handle: 13th - 14th century S.E Corner of site.  Found during roadworks by Mr 
N. Bone, on loan.  Photographed, Colchester print 
[‘ware’, surely ?] 

684 June 1995 Balkerne Gardens Freda Gunton 
Lodge extension  

95/6a Pot, bone, Fe fragment, Ae pin Northern and central areas of site 

685 June 1995 Balkerne Gardens Freda Gunton 
Lodge extension  

95/6a Pot, bone, Ae pin US, Southern area of site 

686 June 1995 

 

Balkerne Gardens Freda Gunton 
Lodge extension  

95/6a Pot, bone, Fe fragment, quern fragment Roman 
(probably pre-Boudican) 

US, lowering of north east corner of foundation 
trenches by hand.  Probably main pre-AD60-61 

687 June 1995 

 

Balkerne Gardens Freda Gunton 
Lodge extension  

95/6a Pot, bone, tile, Fe fragments Roman (probably 
pre-Boudiccan) 

From pit/gully in central east-west trench 

688 June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b Pot x 1 Roman ‘Ash’ above burnt area, immediately south of in situ 
tiles of oven 

689 June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b Roman Tile 

 

Tile fragments from in situ superstructure on north 
side of oven 

690 June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b Tile PROVISIONAL DATE: 

Roman 

Sample of tile fragments from oven backfill. 

691 June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b Pb fragment, Ae fragment, Fe fragment 
(discarded) 

Metal detector finds from vicinity of oven/kiln.  See 
P. Adkins’ notes 

692 June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b Flint flakes x 3, Ae fragment, slag, burnt stone 
(discarded).  

?prehistoric 

?pit west of oven/kiln see F16 in P. Adkins’ notes 

693 June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b Sample  Sample recovered by J. Fawn.  Dry clay with black 
inclusions above tile - see copy of plan 

694 June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b 1 x ?prehistoric pot fragment  

Roman 

Backfill of main chamber 

695 June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b 1 x ?prehistoric pot fragment  

Roman 

From ‘clay’ in north side of flue 

696 June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b Charcoal sample Roman From backfill of main chamber.  

697 

possibly 

June 1995 

 

ARC QUARRY, BIRCH EXC & WB  95/6b Tile x 2 Roman From lower courses of flue, one with ?finger marks.  
From north side; other south side. 
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698  166 LEXDEN ROAD WB  95/10b Tile PROVISIONAL DATE: 

Roman 

From contractors’ spoil heap.  September 1998 - 
can’t find this 

699 March 1996 MARKS TEY (WOOD) SITE INSP  96/3a Brick sample  Marks Tey wood at TL 9022 2367 

Removed from brick floor see notes in watching brief 
file 

700 March 1996 MARKS TEY (WOOD) SITE INSP  96/3a Brick samples Marks Tey wood at TL 9022 2367. 

Found loose in vicinity of brick floor 

701 02/09/1996 

 

1 St Clare Road WB  96/9a 4 Roman pottery sherds (including 2 sherds of 
samian)  

From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
Road notes - from layers 1 & 2, section no. 4 
(recorder D.A.R.) 

702 02/09/1996 

 

1 St Clare Road WB  96/9a Pottery sherds Roman From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
Road notes - from layer 3, section no. 4 (D.A.R.) 

703 02/09/1996 

 

1 St Clare Road WB  96/9a Pottery sherds, tile Roman From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
Road notes - section 4, possibly from layer 3, but 
from half of pit removed non-stratigraphically 
(D.A.R.) 

704 02/09/1996 1 St Clare Road WB  96/9a Slag ?Roman (by association with X703 From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
notes, section 4.  Possibly from layer 3, but from half 
of pit removed non-stratigraphically (D.A.R.) 

705 02/09/1996 

 

1 St Clare Road WB  96/9a Iron nail (?) Roman (by association with X703 / 
X704 / stratigraphy) 

From pit found during watching brief.  See ST. Clare 
notes, section no. 4.  Possibly from layers 4 or 5, but 
from half of pit removed non-stratigraphically (D.A.R) 

706 02/09/1996 

 

1 St Clare Road WB  96/9a large tile Roman From pit found during watching brief.  See St. Clare 
notes, section no. 4.  Found by machine bucket, 
probably from layer 3.  (D.A.R.) 

707 02/09/1996 

 

1 St Clare Road WB  96/9a Tile Roman (?) From interface between natural gravel and layer 
above - see St. Clare notes, section no. 1 (D.A.R.) 

708 04/10/1996 Territorial Army Centre, Circular 
Road East EVAL  

96/10e Tegula fragment Machine evaluation, from trench 1, layer 7 

709 27/11/1996 Wivenhoe, Quay, Maple Cottage 
(r/o)  

96/11d Timber with joint, dowels and nail See separate notes 

710 23/10/1996 79 Maldon Road WB  96/10c Pot Roman and cremated bone T2,  kept aside by workmen 

711 23/10/1996 79 Maldon Road WB  96/10c Roman lid T2, kept aside by workmen 

712 23/10/1996 79 Maldon Road WB  96/10c Pot, bone T3, kept aside by workmen 

713 18/07/1997 

 

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE, NORTH 
HILL WB  

97/7g Rim fragment Roman  from contractors’ trenches - N.E. corner of old 
school building 

714 18/07/1997 

 

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE, NORTH 
HILL WB  

97/7g Quern fragments ?Roman from contractors’ trenches - N.E. corner of old 
school building 
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715 24/07/1997 

 

SIXTH FORM COLLEGE, NORTH 
HILL WB  

97/7g Pot, bone, tile Roman contractors’ trenches.  E. part of site (Roman Street 
area) E. of mid-1980s excavation 

716 04/09/1997 

 

Eastwell House (opp 22 Lexden 
road) WB  

93/5b I think 
(marked as 97/3d, 
but I don’t agree 

Pot (from at least 3 vessels) Roman possibly 
redeposited from cremations 

landscaping of front gardens of newly built houses at 
corner of Lexden Road and West Lodge Road; i.e. 
immediately west of 22 Lexden Road 

717 25/09/1998 

 

Fossett’s Lane reservoir, Fordham 
WB  

98/9E Pot sherds medieval In loose lump of soil lying on surface.  Location 
shown in site notes 

718  5 Nunn’s Road  Glass Roman window glass (Hilary Cool, August 
1999) 

glass.  Residual in topsoil retained out of curiosity to 
confirm date.  C.C. 

719 10/05/2000 Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of W Lodge Rd) WB & EX 

93/5b Pot fragment Finds from May 2000 sieving of cremation pot 
(X630) spit A. 

720 10/05/2000 Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of W Lodge Rd) WB & EXC 

93/5b Cremated bone Finds from sieving of cremation pot (X630) 10-24cm 
from bottom 

721 10/05/2000 Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of W Lodge Rd) WB & EX 

93/5b Sieved soil Finds from sieving of cremation pot (X630) 10-24cm 
from bottom 

722 10/05/2000 Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of W Lodge Rd) WB & EX 

93/5b Cremated bone Finds from sieving of cremation pot (X630) spit B  0-
10cm from bottom 

723 10/02/2000 Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of W Lodge Rd) WB & EX 

93/5b Sieved soil Finds from sieving of cremation pot (X630) spit B  0-
10cm from bottom 

724 10/02/2000 Eastwell House, 24 Lexden Road 
(corner of W Lodge Rd) WB & EX 

93/5b Tile fragments Finds from sieving of cremation pot (X630) spit B  0-
10cm from bottom 

725 December 2003 GARRISON EXCAVATION  

TL 99020 22006 

03/7F POSSIBLY 50 Soil samples Garrison soil samples (for pollen analysis). Sent to 
Pat Wiltshire for ‘blind’ analysis of pollen content. 
Ploughsoil field ‘R’.  50m north of hedge 

726 December 2003 GARRISON EXCAVATION  

TL 99020 21957 

03/7F POSSIBLY 2 soil samples Garrison soil samples (for pollen anlysis). Sent to 
Pat Wiltshire for ‘blind’ analysis of pollen content. 
Ploughsoil field ‘R’.  2m north of hedge 

727 December 2003 GARRISON EXCAVATION  

TL 99020 22056 

03/7F POSSIBLY 100 soil samples Garrison soil samples (for pollen analysis). Sent to 
Pat Wiltshire for ‘blind’ analysis of pollen content. 
Ploughsoil, field ‘R’.  100m north of hedge 

728 December 2003 GARRISON EXCAVATION  03/7F POSSIBLY Soil sample Garrison soil samples (for pollen analysis). Sent to 
Pat Wiltshire for ‘blind’ analysis of pollen content. 
Woodland.  Wooded area S. of Berechurch Hall 
Road 

729 December 2003 GARRISON EXCAVATION  

TL 99020 21971 

03/7F POSSIBLY 15 soil samples Garrison soil samples (for pollen analysis). Sent to 
Pat Wiltshire for ‘blind’ analysis of pollen content. 
Ploughsoil.  field ‘R’.  15m north of hedge 

 


