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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching (three trial-trenches) was carried out at 
Lynfield House, 33 High Street, Stock, Essex in advance of the demolition of 
extensions to the present house, construction of a new garage and two new houses, 
and residential conversion and extensions to a barn.  Pottery manufacture was an 
important industry in Stock from the 16th to the 19th centuries, with kilns and pottery 
waste found at several locations within 300m of the site on Mill Road, Common Lane 
and Common Road.  The evaluation revealed modern pits, postholes, a brick plinth, a 
ditch/linear and infilled pond with drainage ditch, all of which appear to be associated 
with garden features and an old builder's yard.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the archive report for an archaeological evaluation by trial-trenching at Lynfield 
House, 33 High Street, Stock, Essex which was carried out on 1st February 2017.  The 
work was commissioned by Martin Gray of Arcady Architects Ltd, on behalf of 
Stonebond Properties Ltd, in advance of the demolition of extensions to the present 
house, construction of a new garage and two new houses, and residential conversion 
and extensions to a barn.  Works were undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust 
(CAT).  

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), 
Historic Environment Advisor Alison Bennett advised that in order to establish the 
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to 
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National 
Planning Policy Framework (DCLG 2012).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for archaeological 
evaluation, detailing the required archaeological work, written by Alison Bennett 
(ECCPS 2016), and a written scheme of investigation (wsi) prepared by CAT in 
response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2017).

In addition to the brief and wsi, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with 
English Heritage’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 
(MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the 
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices 
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological 
field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b). 

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological background utilises the Essex Historic Environment 
Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford. 

The proposed development lies on land with archaeological potential for remains 
associated with medieval and post-medieval pottery manufacture.  Pottery manufacture
was an important industry in Stock from the 16th to the 19th centuries.  This has been 
evidenced by the finding of post-medieval pottery kilns to the northeast of the 
development area at Stock Bowling Club (EHER 5507), and medieval pottery and kiln 
waste has also been recovered from a sewer trench alongside Common Lane (EHER 
5391).  Recent excavations at 10 The Paddock revealed large quantities of post-
medieval pottery, which indicates a nearby kiln (EHER 48334). Historical evidence 
shows that Stock Common to the north of the development area was dug for clay for 
pottery manufacture. 
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Earlier evidence of occupation in Stock comes from a site just to the north of the 
development area (EHER 46565) where Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age features were 
found.

In 2015, evaluation to the south of the development site on land adjacent to 'Farthings', 
10 The Square revealed no significant archaeological features or finds with only a post-
medieval ditch and pit, and undated pit and posthole present (CAT Report 887).

For further details of the history of Stock see Phillips (2003).

4      Results (Figs 2-3)
Three trial-trenches were located within the footprint of the proposed new buildings.  
They were machine excavated under the supervision of a CAT archaeologist.  Due to 
the high water table parts of the trenches flooded before features could be fully 
excavated (see below).

Trench 1 (T1): 8m long by 1.6m wide 
Trench 1 should have measured 15m long by 1.8m wide.  However, due to problems 
with access, modern services and the location of the trench close to the existing 
swimming pool it had to be reduced in size.

It was excavated through a modern patio surface and sub-base (L4, c 140-150mm 
thick, patio bricks set into concrete with compacted gravel) onto levelling material (L5, c
300mm thick).  Layer L5 consisted of medium grey/brown sand with large quantities of 
gravel and modern brick and tile fragments (not retained), which was probably imported
to level the site before the construction of the swimming pool.  Beneath L5 was natural 
clays and gravels (L5).

A large modern pit (F9) was partially excavated before it began to fill with water.  It 
contained large quantities of modern building waste (not retained).  A modern brick 
plinth (F8) was also recorded.  Both were probably associated with a builder's yard 
which was situated here before the current property (landowner, pers comm). 

Trench 2 (T2): 15m long by 1.8m wide
Trench 2 was excavated through modern topsoil (L1, c 240-270mm thick) onto late 
post-medieval/modern subsoil (L2, c 150-170mm thick) which sealed natural clays and 
gravels (L5).

A large infilled pond (F5) was not excavated.  The current landowners filled in the pond 
when their children were young (landowner, pers comm).  A V-shaped gully (F6) 
containing 18th-19th century pottery may have been a drainage ditch associated with 
the pond.

Trench 3 (T3): 13m long by 1.8m wide
Trench 3 was excavated through modern topsoil (L1, c 300-340mm thick) onto late 
post-medieval/modern subsoil (L2, c 270-340mm thick) which sealed natural clays and 
gravels (L5).

Three modern postholes (F1-F3) were excavated forming a probable fence, and a 
modern pit or garden feature (F4) was only partially excavated due to flooding.  
Ditch/linear feature F7 was not excavated as the southern end of the trench completely 
flooded.  Modern finds were recovered from the surface of the feature.
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Photograph 1   T1, looking NW

Photograph 2   T2, looking SE
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