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1  Summary 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out at 44 Castle Road, Colchester during 
the construction of single and two-storey extensions to form new living space located 
within the Roman town and close to Duncan’s Gate.  A possible pit and the corner of a 
cut feature were uncovered. 
 

 

2 Introduction (Fig 1) 

This report presents the results of archaeological monitoring and recording at 44 Castle 
Road, Colchester, Essex which was carried out during 24-26 May 2017.  The work was 
commissioned by Andy Cameron of Wright, Ruffle, Cameron in advance of the 
construction of single and two-storey extensions to form new living space, and was 
undertaken by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT). 

  
As the site lies within an area identified by the Colchester Historical Environment 
Record (CHER) and the Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER) as possessing a 
high potential for archaeological deposits, following consultation with Colchester 
Borough Council Planning Services (CBCPS), Colchester Borough Council 
Archaeological Advisor Jess Tipper advised that in order to establish the archaeological 
implications of this application, the applicant should be required to commission a 
scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with paragraphs 128, 129 and 
132 of the National Planning Policy Framework (DCLG 2012). 
 
All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for Continuous 
Archaeological Monitoring and Recording, detailing the required archaeological work, 
written by Jess Tipper (CBCPS 2017), and a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) 
prepared by CAT in response to the brief and agreed with CBCPS (CAT 2017) 
 
In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance 
with English Heritage’s Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment 
(MoRPHE) (English Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the 
East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices 
contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological 
watching brief (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for the collection, 
documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).  

 
 

3 Archaeological background 
The following archaeological background draws on the major published sources for 
Colchester archaeology (listed below), and also on the Colchester Historic Environment 
Record (CHER) and the Essex Historic Environment Record (EHER). 
 
The proposed development site is located within the northeast corner of the Roman 
town of Colonia Claudia Victricensis, close to the Roman town wall (a scheduled 
monument, NHLE no. 1003772) and Duncan's Gate.  Part of the longest surviving 
stretch of Roman wall is located in this northeast corner, on the eastern side of Roman 
Road (UAD event no. EVT3994; Colchester Archaeological Trust Report 356). 
 
The Roman wall was built around the town in the later 1st century AD following the 
revolt led by Boudica. It is constructed of a core of layered septaria and mortar faced 
with coursed septaria and tile. A recent study has concluded that the wall has an 
average width of 2.67m (including offsets) which is equivalent to precisely nine Roman 
feet (pedes Monetales). A hypothetical cross-section of the wall shows the foundations 
as being 3.77m wide (Crummy 2003). Some previous work shows that the wall 
foundations were surprisingly shallow at 600mm deep (Hull 1958, 25-6). Work by CAT 
at the Sixth Form College in 2005 shows the stone foundations to be 1.2m deep with 
wooden piles below (CAT report 347), although, being water-logged, ground conditions 
here presumably explain their exceptional depth. Trial-holes confirmed that survival of 
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the foundations varies. Where they have not been robbed away, the foundations 
extend 2.1m from the existing face of the wall and are in a sound state of preservation.  
 
Above ground, the survival of the wall is very patchy.  Some sections are in relatively 
good condition, with large areas of intact facing surviving (such as around Balkerne 
Gate to the west of the town). The section of the wall around Duncan's Gate however, 
has lost up to 2.4m in width and nothing of the original exterior face survives, only the 
core. The majority of what is standing has been refaced or completely rebuilt in brick 
and stone. 
 
Duncan's gate was first discovered and excavated by Dr P M Duncan (after which it is 
named) in 1853 and again in 1927-9 by the Colchester Excavation Committee, 
overseen by M. R. Hull (Hull 1958, 36-41).  A full summary of these investigations can 
be found in CAT Report 1022, carried out when a historic building record and test-pit 
evaluation was completed at the gate in 2016 in advance of conservation work. 
 
The development site also backs onto Colchester Castle Park (a scheduled monument, 
NHLR no. 1002217) and the scheduled monument extends into the garden of the 
property, meaning there is high potential for encountering Roman remains at this 
location. 
 
Other archaeological work undertaken by CAT in the vicinity includes a small number of 
negative watching briefs – 3 Roman Road (CAT Report 648), 5 Roman Road (CAT 
Report 230), 12 Roman Road (CAT Report 997), 15 Roman Road (CAT Report 906), 
24 Castle Road (CAT Report 67) and 41a Castle Road (CAT Report 98).  However, 
other work at 24 Castle Road (CAT Report 158) revealed a fragment of an opus 
signinum Roman floor and a collapsed wall of a Roman building. 

 
 

4 Results (Figs 2-3, Photograph 1) 
All groundworks were carried out by the contractor under archaeological supervision.  A 
foundation trench measuring 16.7m in length and 0.45m wide was excavated to a 
depth of 1.2-1.4m without the natural layer being found.  No other groundworks were 
undertaken. 
 
Five layers were recorded.  A layer of topsoil (L1, c 0.01-0.66m thick) sealed a band of 
mixed dark grey silty-clay and pale brown/grey clay (L2, c 0.01-0.24m thick).  This in 
turn sealed a layer of mixed orange/brown sandy gravel and light brown-grey clay (L3, 
c 0.06-0.46m thick), which sealed a band of dark grey/brown sandy-silty-clay (L4, c 
0.01-0.6m thick).  L4 sealed a layer of mixed medium brown silty-clay with patches of 
light brown clay (L5). 
 
Two archaeological features were uncovered.  A possible pit, F1, was situated in the 
southeast corner of the foundation trench.  In the northwest corner of the foundation 
trench, the corner of a cut feature, F2, was discerned.  Due to the depth of the trench, 
neither of these features could be excavated. 
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Photograph 1 Oblique view of sx 1 - looking south east 

 
   

5      Finds 
by Stephen Benfield 

 
A moderate quantity of finds ranging in date from the Roman to post-medieval period 
was recovered during the watching brief.  The finds were all recovered from soil layers 
(L1, L4 and L5) although some of the finds from L4 (L4 (1)) are possibly associated 
with a feature (F1).  The types and quantities of finds recovered are listed and 
described in Table 2.  The Roman pottery fabrics refer to the Colchester Roman fabric 
series (CAR 10) and vessel form to the Camulodunum (Colchester) type series 
(Hawkes and Hull 1947, Hull 1958).  The post-Roman pottery fabrics and vessel forms 
refer to the Essex (Colchester) post-Roman fabric series (CAR 7).  The pottery fabrics 
are listed in Table 1. 
 

Fabric Fabric description 

Roman:  

BASG South Gaulish plain samian 

CZ Colchester and other red colour-coated wares 

GA Black-burnished ware Type 1 (BB1) 

GX Other coarse wares, principally locally-produced grey wares 

TZ Buff fabric mortaria (generally) primarily from Colchester  

BSW Black surface wares 

Post-
Roman: 

 

13 Early medieval sandywares (general) 

21A Colchester-type ware 

40 Post-medieval (glazed) red earthenwares 

48D Frechen stoneware 

Table 1 Pottery fabrics 
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Ctxt and 
Find no. 

Type/description Finds 
spot date 

L1, 5 Pottery Medieval (1 sherds, 2g) Fabric 21A ?jug rim with white paint 
(late Colchester ware L14/15-E16C). 
Pottery Post-medieval (1 sherd, 14g) Fabric 40 (c 17-18C). 
CBM Roman (1, 52g) flat tile piece orange fabric, grey core (Rom); 
also small tesserae cube (orange fabric) used – white mortar on. 
Post-Roman CBM (1, 44g). 
Animal bone (1, 18g) small piece from a large animal long bone, 
probably cow 

P-med 17-
18C 

L4 
(F1), 1 

Pottery Roman (4 sherds, 102g) Fabric GA (1) Cam 305 (L3-4C); 
Fabric GX (2) ?Cam 268 jar rim (E2-E4C); Fabric TZ, sandy buff-
orange, abraded, short flange with rim bead proud of rim, prob. Cam 
192B (c M1C). 
Pottery medieval (1, 16g) Fabric 13 (L11-12/E13C). 
Pottery post-medieval (1, 6g) Fabric 45D (L16-17C) 
Glass (Vessel) (1, 10g) moderately thick, pale blue green glass, 
slightly opaque degenerating surfaces (p-med/mod). 
CBM Roman (10) all in orange, fine sandy fabrics; Roman brick (3, 
1464g) c 30mm thick; Roman brick/tile (5, 314g) moderately thin, 
probably tegula base sherds; Roman tegula (2, 208g) flanged pieces 
16mm and 18mm thick. 
Animal bone (1, 6g) sawn bone piece from a medium size mammal.  

P-
med/mod 
L16-17C+ 

L4, 2 Pottery Roman (1 sherd, 2g) Fabric CZ, probably Colchester, buff 
fabric dark slip (E2-3C). 
CBM Roman (1, 138g) flat Roman tile piece, orange, fine sandy fabric, 
probably tegula base 18mm thick (Rom).  Also two small tesserae 
cubes. 
Animal bone (2, 16g) long bone pieces from a medium size mammal. 

 

L4, 3 Pottery Roman (3 sherds, 22g) Fabric BSW (2) (Rom); Fabric GX (2) 
? Cam 268 jar rim sherd (E2-E4C). 
CBM Roman (7) all primarily in orange relatively fine sandy fabrics; 
Roman brick (1, 46g); Roman tegula (3, 348g) flanged piece and small 
parts/fragments of lower cut-aways; Roman brick/tile (2, 694g) 16mm 
thick almost certainly tegula base pieces; Roman imbrex (1, 136g); one 
piece probably Roman imbrex but might date later (dated ?Roman); 
also 4 small tesserae cubes (approx 15mm x 20/25mm). 
Stone (1, 3g) small greenish-blue cube (12mm x 12mm), well finished 
broad groove on one face, sides fine finish and two opposite sides 
(ends) broken – snapped from a rod piece(?), appears modern. 
Animal bone (2, 14g) inc long bone piece from a medium size 
mammal. 

 Rom 
E2C+ with 
intrusive 
modern? 

L4, 6 Pottery Roman (4 sherds, 44g) fabric BASG, rim Dr 18 dish (M-L1C); 
Fabric GX (3) one with internal 'kettle' scale (Rom). 
CBM Roman (4) all primarily in orange relatively fine sandy fabrics; 
Roman brick (2, 1802g) (38mm-40mm thick); Roman imbrex, large 
single piece (1, 724g); Roman tegula (1, 140g), piece from back corner 
with part of upper cut away.  Also 8 small-medium tesserae cubes 
(approx 15mm-20/25mm ) no indication of mortar from use. 
Clay tobacco pipe (2, 24g) pipe bowl Crummy Type 7 (CAR 5, 49) (c 
1670-1700), also plain stem piece. 

P-med late 
17C 

L5, 4 Pottery Roman (3 sherds, 46g) Fabric BASG (1) rim Dr 18 dish (M-
L1C); Fabric GA (1) Cam flanged bowl (L3-4C); Fabric GX (1) Body 
sherd (Rom) 
CBM Roman (1) small tesserae cube (orange fabric) 

Rom L3-
4C 

Table 2 Finds by context 
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Discussion of finds 
 
The majority of the finds are of Roman date. The Roman pottery includes sherds that 
can be closely dated to the 1st-century (South Gaulish samian), 2nd-3rd-century 
(Colchester colour-coated ware & form Cam 268 jar) as well as sherds of late Roman 
(late 3rd-4th century) date coming from form Cam 305 flanged bowls in Dorset black-
burnished ware. There is also a significant quantity of Roman ceramic building material 
with pieces from roof tiles (tegula and imbrex) and bricks. With this are a number of 
tesserae (floor) cubes, although only one, from L1 (5), has white fixing mortar on it 
confirming it had been set into a floor. Most of the CBM comes from L4. The general 
absence of mortar and of wall plaster is noted and might indicate that this material had 
been salvaged for reuse from elsewhere. 

 
Small quantities of post-medieval finds were recovered from both L1 (17th-18th-century 
pottery) and L4 (late 16th-17th-century pottery and late 17th-century clay tobacco pipe). 
It is noted that the post-medieval pottery from L4 might be associated with a pit (F1) 
cutting(?) it. In that case the only certain post-Roman finds from this layer are two 
pieces of clay tobacco pipe, although a small cube of stone (similar to a mosaic cube) 
recovered from L4 (3) appears probably to be of modern rather than Roman date. 
There are no finds of post-Roman date from L5 (which included one pottery sherd 
dated to the late 3rd-4th-century) although it should be born in mind that only a very 
small quantity of finds was recovered from this layer. 

 

6      Discussion 
The excavation uncovered only modest evidence of occupation at this site extending 
from the late 3rd-century to the post-medieval period.  It found no evidence of Roman 
buildings which might be expected in this area.  The only trace of Roman occupation 
was one layer. Post-medieval occupation was evidenced by two features.  The 
groundworks associated with the extension were too limited to permit the confident 
characterisation of the archeology in this area, especially as the natural was not 
reached. 
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9      Abbreviations and glossary 
CAT  Colchester Archaeological Trust 
CBCPS  Colchester Borough Council Planning Services 
CBM  ceramic building material, ie brick/tile 
CHER  Colchester Historic Environment Record (previously UAD, 
   Urban Archaeological Database) 
CIfA  Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
context  specific location of finds on an archaeological site 
EHER  Essex Historic Environment Record 
feature (F)  an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’  
layer (L)  distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material 
medieval  period from AD 1066 to c 1500 
modern         period from c AD 1800 to the present 
natural          geological deposit undisturbed by human activity 
post-medieval period from c AD 1500 to c 1800 
Roman  the period from AD 43 to c AD 410 
wsi  written scheme of investigation 
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10    Contents of archive 
Finds: n/a 
Paper and digital record  

          One A4 document wallet containing: 
          The report (CAT Report 1111) 

CBCPS evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation 
          Original site record (feature and layer sheets, finds record, plans) 
          Site digital photos and log, architectural plans, attendance register, risk assessment 

 
 

11    Archive deposition 
The paper and digital archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at 
Roman Circus House, Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex, CO2 7GZ, but will be 
permanently deposited with Colchester Museum under accession code: COLEM 
2017.63. 
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Appendix 1  Context list 
 
Context 
Number 

Finds 
Number 

Feature 
Type 

Description Date 

F1 - Pit? Dark grey/brown sandy-silty-clay with occasional 
CBM fragments and septaria and very 
occasional small stones and mortar fragments. 

Undated, 
possibly 
post-
medieval 

F2 - Corner of cut 
feature 

Dark grey/brown sandy-silty-clay with occasional 
CBM fragments and septaria and very 
occasional small stones and mortar fragments. 

Undated 

     
L1 5 Topsoil Dark grey sandy-loam Modern 
L2 - Possibly 

associated 
with house 
construction 

Mixed dark grey silty-clay and light brown/grey 
clay with occasional small stones 

Modern? 

L3 5? - Mixed orange/brown sandy gravel and light 
brown/grey clay 

Post-
medieval/m
odern 

L4 1, 2, 3, 6 - Dark grey/brown sandy-silty-clay with occasional 
CBM fragments and septaria and very 
occasional small stones and mortar fragments. 

Post-
medieval, 
late 17th-
century 

L5 3, 5 - Mixed medium brown silty-clay and light brown 
clay with very occasional small stones, CBM 
fragments and oyster shell fragments.  

Possibly 
Roman, late 
3rd-4th-
century 

 


