
Historic building recording at the
former Halstead Police Station, 

Trinity Street, 
Halstead, CO9 1JG

November 2017

report prepared by Mark Baister
with contributions from 

Dr Elliot Hicks

commissioned by 

Arcady Architects Ltd
on behalf of

Michaels Property Consultants

CAT project ref.: 17/10m
NGR: TL 8091 3045 (c)
ECC site code: HSPS17

OASIS project id: colchest3-299217

Colchester Archaeological Trust
Roman Circus House,
Roman Circus Walk,
Colchester, 
Essex, CO2 7GZ

tel.:  01206 501785
email:  mb@catuk.org                                             CAT Report 1206

                         December 2017

mailto:mb@catuk.org


Contents
1    Summary 1  
2    Introduction 1  
3    Aims 1  
4    Methodology 2  
5    Historical background 2  
6    Building recording descriptive record 9  
7    Discussion 17
8    Acknowledgements  17
9    References 18
10  Abbreviations and glossary 19
11  Archive deposition 19
12  Contents of archive 19

Appendices
Appendix 1: Full digital photographic record 21
                    (images on accompanying CD)

      
Figures      after p23                 

OASIS Data Collection Form

List of photographs reproduced in text           pg
Photograph 1 North-west elevation of Police Station. 

Photograph taken facing south.  9
Photograph 2 North-west and south-east elevations of Police Station. Photograph taken 

facing east.            10
Photograph 3 North-west and north-east elevations of Police Station. Photograph taken 

facing south.            10
Photograph 4 South-east elevation of Police Station, showing 1985 extensions and 

associated chimney. Photograph taken facing north.            11
Photograph 5 North-west gable end of the Police Station, showing the carved Essex 

crest original to the building, and the later inserted window with modern 
brickwork surrounding it. Photograph taken facing south-east.            11

Photograph 6 Original window and dressing on the south-west elevation of the Police 
Station. Photograph taken facing north-east.            12

Photograph 7 Basement underneath 1985 extension to Police Station, showing heating 
system. Photograph taken facing west.            12

Photograph 8 Original cabinet underneath stairs in north-west corner of Police Station. 
Photograph taken facing west.                       13

Photograph 9 Location of original prison cells in Police Station, now the front office. 
Remains of thick cell walls visible. Photograph taken facing west.            13

Photograph 10 Detail of plaster moulding in extension to Magistrates’ Court. Photograph 
taken facing north.                       14

Photograph 11 Inserted concrete-framed window on south-west elevation of extension to 
Police Station. Photograph taken facing north-east.            14

Photograph 12 North-west elevation of outbuilding. Bricked in openings visible on either 
side of the door.  Photograph taken facing east.            15

Photograph 13 North-east elevation of outbuilding. Small bricked in opening visible, and 
surviving lean-to. Photograph taken facing south-west.                   16

Photograph 14 First-floor of outbuilding, showing inserted walls. Photograph taken facing 
north-west.            16

Photograph 15 Detail of roof of outbuilding through loft hatch. Machine-cut rafters and 
upper collar visible. Photograph taken facing north-east.            17



List of figures
Fig 1 Site location.
Fig 2 Detailed site plan with phasing.
Fig 3 Ground and first-floor plan of Police Station with phasing.
Fig 4 Outbuilding ground and first-floor plans with phasing.
Fig 5 North-west elevation of police station with phasing.
Fig 6 South-west elevation of police station with phasing.
Fig 7 South-east elevation of police station with phasing.
Fig 8 North-east elevation of police station with phasing.
Fig 9 Elevations of outbuilding with phasing.
Fig 10 Ground and first-floor plan of police station, showing remains of original 1851 

building. Extensions, alterations etc greyed out. Room descriptions taken from 
original plan.

Fig 11 Ground and first-floor plan of outbuilding, showing remains of original 1851 
building. Extensions, alterations etc greyed out. Room descriptions taken from 
original plan.


