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Summary

Archaeological monitoring was carried out on land adjacent to the Old White Horse Inn,
The Street, Pleshey, Essex during the relocation of a low voltage power network
involving the erection of a new pole and excavation of a cable trench. A post-medieval
pit was uncovered. This feature was presumably the product of activity at the series of
historic cottages where the public house is located.

Introduction (Fig 1)

This is the archive report for archaeological monitoring on land adjacent to the Old
White Horse Inn, The Street, Pleshey, Essex which was carried out during 1st to 7th
October 2019. The work was commissioned by Stormport Professional Services Ltd
during the relocation of a low voltage power network involving the erection of a new
pole and excavation of a cable trench, and was undertaken by Colchester
Archaeological Trust (CAT).

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS),
Historic Environment Advisor Alison Bennett advised that in order to establish the
archaeological implications of this application, the applicant should be required to
commission a scheme of archaeological investigation in accordance with the National
Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2019).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for Archaeological
Monitoring, detailing the required archaeological work, written by Alison Bennett
(ECCPS 2019), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in
response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2019).

All fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with English Heritage’s
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (English
Heritage 2006), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA
14 and 24). This report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for
Archaeologists’ Standard and guidance for archaeological field excavation (CIfA 2014a)
and Standard and guidance for the collection, documentation, conservation and
research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b).

Archaeological background

The following archaeological background draws on the Brief and the Essex Historic
Environment Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford,
Essex (accessible to the public via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk.

The site is located along the western boundary of the former Old White Horse Inn, on
land currently a car park and garden area. The land is adjacent to the enclosure
earthwork of the scheduled area of Pleshey Castle and town enclosure (SM EX22 HA
1002191 EHER 1126). Pleshey Castle is a good example of a motte and bailey type of
earthwork built in the 12th century with an unusually well-preserved town enclosure.
The castle was slighted in 1157-8 but refortified in 1167. Only a short length of the north
bailey remains, its line possibly marked by Back Lane. As the site lies within the
medieval town enclosure, there is a high potential for archaeological finds and features
relating to the medieval and post-medieval settlement.

The White Horse Inn is an 18th-century timber-framed and plastered Historic England
Grade Il listed building with later additions and alterations (Listed building no.
1235459). The inn forms a group of several historic cottages.
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Aim
Archaeological monitoring was undertaken to record any archaeological deposits which
were revealed by the groundworks.

Results (Figs 2-3)
During 1st to 7th October 2019, a CAT archaeologist monitored the following
groundworks:

a) trenching 34.1m long and 0.65-0.8m deep to accommodate cable and a new pole;
b) a pit, 1m by 1.5m and 0.6m deep, for a new junction box.

Six layers were recorded. The northern part of the trenching was excavated through
modern topsoil (L1, ¢ 0.14-0.15m thick) and a layer of sandy silt with frequent CBM
inclusions (L2, ¢ 0.27m thick) into natural subsoil (L3, encountered at a depth of ¢ 0.4-
0.42m below current ground level [bcgl]). The southern part of the trenching was
excavated through L1 (¢ 0.14-0.15m thick), a build-up layer (L4, ¢ 0.12-0.21m thick)
and a layer of ?redeposited natural (L5, ¢ 0.24-0.3m thick) onto L3 (encountered at a
depth of 0.59-0.64m bcgl).The pit for the junction box was dug through a modern layer
of tarmac (L6, ¢ 0.09-0.12m thick), L4 (c 0.18-0.22m thick) and L5 (¢ 0.17-0.25m thick)
onto L3 (encountered at a depth of 0.51-0.55m bcgl).

Post-medieval pit F1 was revealed in the northern half of the trench. The feature
extended beyond the limit of excavation and so its full dimensions could not be
ascertained, but its exposed extent was approximately 3.4m wide.

Photorph 1 Northern part of trench
showing extent of F1 - looking north

Finds
A piece of post-medieval clay pipe stem and brick fragments came from F1 but were
not retained for post-excavation analysis.
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Discussion
Groundworks at this site revealed a post-medieval pit, which was presumably related to
activity at the post-medieval cottages.
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Abbreviations and glossary

CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust

CBM ceramic building material, ie brick/tile

CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

context a single unit of excavation, which is often referred to numerically, and can be
any feature, layer or find

ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor

ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services

EHER Essex Historic Environment Record

feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’

layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material

medieval period from AD 1066 to ¢ 1500

modern period from ¢ AD 1800 to the present

natural geological deposit undisturbed by human activity

NGR National Grid Reference

OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS,

post-medieval
section
wsi

http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main

from ¢ AD 1500 to ¢ 1800

(abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
written scheme of investigation
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12 Archive deposition
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permanently deposited with Chelmsford Museum under accession code CHMER:
2019.057
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Context |Finds Feature / layer type | Description Date

number | number

L1 - Topsoil Loose/soft, dry dark grey/black Modern
sandy-silt

L2 - ?Accumulation Firm, dry medium grey/brown sandy- | Post-medieval
silt with CBM flecks and 10% CBM
pieces

L3 - Natural subsoil Firm, dry light yellow clay with Undatable
frequent chalk flecks

L4 - Build-up layer Medium brown sandy-silt with Modern
frequent CBM pieces

LS - ?Redeposited natural | Dark brown/black clay with charcoal, | Post-medieval
chalk and CBM pieces

L6 - Tarmac Tarmac hard top surface with Modern
underlying hoggin

F1 - ‘ Pit Friable, dry dark grey loam Post-medieval
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Fig 2 Monitoring results.
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