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1 Summary
Archaeological monitoring was carried out at Tantrums, The Green, Writtle, Essex during 
groundworks for the construction a rear extension.  Despite being located in the historic 
settlement area of Writtle there were no significant archaeological remains.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the report for archaeological monitoring at Tantrums, The Green, Writtle, Essex which 
was carried out on 23rd February 2021. The work was commissioned by Gerry Dobbs, and was 
carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust (CAT) during groundworks for a rear extension. 

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), Historic 
Environment Advisor Alison Bennett advised that in order to establish the archaeological 
implications of this application, the applicant should be required to commission a scheme of 
archaeological investigation in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework 
(MHCLG 2019).

A Brief for Archaeological Monitoring at Tantrums, The Green, Writtle, was produced by Alison 
Bennett detailing the required archaeological work (ECCPS 2020), and a written scheme of 
investigation (WSI) was prepared by CAT in response to the brief and agreed with ECCPS in 
advance of the groundworks (CAT 2020).  Both of these documents were based on the original 
planning application (CHL/19/01794) that included the monitoring of groundworks associated 
with a proposed replacement garage.  Revisions to the planning application (CHL/20/01532) 
however, meant that the original garage would be retained and there would be no new 
groundworks requiring archaeological monitoring.

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with 
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England 
2015), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This 
report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard 
and guidance for archaeological watching briefs (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for 
the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 
2014b). 

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological includes extracts of the ECC brief and the Essex Historic 
Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex 
(accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk  )  

The proposed development site is located within the historic settlement area of Writtle.  The 
settlement has its origins in the late Anglo-Saxon period when it was a royal manor, with lands 
belonging to the church and to a priest mentioned in Domesday book of 1086. 

On The Green are a number of listed buildings (EHER 30926, 30933) reflecting its historic 
location.  A series of test-pits dug between 2009-2013 by Cambridge Access East recovered 
evidence for medieval and post-medieval occupation around the site (EHER 48702, 48703, 
48810, 48826, 48827, 48828, 48831, 48892).

The property also lies to the northeast of the All Saints Church (EHER 705). The church was 
built in the late 12th to 13th century with substantial repairs and restorations in the 19th century, 
including rebuilding the tower in 1802 after it collapsed.  The fabric of the church includes some 
Roman bricks, and excavations within the east of the churchyard in 1953 recovered Roman 
brick and pottery.  Roman brick has also encountered in the make-up of the floor of the chancel 
(EHER 707).
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4      Aim
The aim of the archaeological monitoring was to identify, excavate and record any 
archaeological contexts revealed during groundworks.

5      Results (Figs 2-3)
Approximately 24.5m of foundation trenches were machine-excavated under the supervision of 
a CAT archaeologist.  The trenches were c 0.4m wide by c 1m deep, with the footprint of the 
extension being reduced by 0.2m.

Over most of the site the trenches were cut through either a thin layer of concrete from the 
demolished patio (L5) or a layer of gravel on membrane on a bed of sand (L6, c 0.2-0.3m thick).
Beneath this was a modern accumulation/make-up layer layer (L7, c 0.4m thick, mid grey/brown
sandy-silty-clay) which sealed a dark blue/grey clay (L8, c 0.1m thick) which had modern 
inclusions within it.  Natural clay (L4) was encountered at a depth of c 0.7-0.8m below current 
ground level.  

In the far southwestern corner of the site the trenches cut through modern topsoil (L1, c 0.12m 
thick, dark brown sandy-silt) and two layers of modern accumulation/make-up (L2, c 0.37m 
thick, mid grey/brown sandy-silt and L3, c 0.21m thick, a stony yellow silty-clay).  Natural clay 
(L4) was encountered at a depth of c 0.70m below current ground level.  

No archaeological features were revealed within the foundation trenches.
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6      Finds
There were no archaeological finds.

7      Conclusion
Despite being located within the historic settlement area of Writtle, no remains of archaeological 
significance were encountered during the monitoring.  The modern accumulation/make-up layers
probably date to the 1960s when the property (originally an outbuilding) was rebuilt and 
enlarged to form the current dwelling.
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10    Abbreviations and glossary
CAT Colchester Archaeological Trust
CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists
context specific location of finds on an archaeological site
ECC Essex County Council
ECCHEA Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor
ECCPS Essex County Council Place Services
EHER Essex Historic Environment Record
feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material
modern        period from c AD 1800 to the present
natural         geological deposit undisturbed by human activity
NGR National Grid Reference
OASIS Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS, 

http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main     
section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
wsi written scheme of investigation

11    Contents of archive
Finds: n/a
Paper record 

          One A4 document wallet containing:
          The report (CAT Report 1643)

ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
          Site digital photos and log

Inked sections
Digital record
The report (CAT Report 1643)
ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation
Site digital photographs, thumbnails and log
Graphic files
Survey data

12    Archive deposition
The archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at Roman Circus House, 
Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be permanently deposited with 
Chelmsford Museum under accession number CHMER: 2021.001, WRTTG20.
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