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1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation (two T-shaped trial-trenches) was carried out at 9 The Paddock, 
Stock, Essex, in advance of the construction of two dwellings with driveways. The site lies near 
to the putative site of a kiln which was part of the village's historic pottery industry. Despite the 
location of the site in an archaeologically-sensitive area, however, no archaeological remains or 
material were encountered.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the report for an archaeological evaluation carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust
(CAT) at 9 The Paddock, Stock, Essex on 20th July 2022. The work was commissioned by Bill 
Wright of Silverswan Homes in advance of the construction of two dwellings and driveways.

In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), Historic 
Environment Advisor Mark Baister advised that in order to establish the archaeological 
implications of this application, the applicant should be required to commission a scheme of 
archaeological investigation in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework 
(MHCLG 2019).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for Archaeological Evaluation
and Excavation, detailing the required archaeological work, written by Mark Baister (ECCPS 
2022), and a written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT in response to the brief 
and agreed with ECCPS (CAT 2022).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with 
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England 
2016), and with Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 and 24). This 
report mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard 
and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standard and guidance for 
the collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 
2014b). 

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on the brief and the Essex Historic Environment
Record (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex (accessible to 
the public via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

At Stock the local landscape is undulating rising to around 94 metres OD. The geology 
comprises of London clay to the east, with claygate member to the west overlain by Bagshot 
formation sand/gravels and head clay silt/sand/gravel in the river valleys (Bennett 2006, 30). 
The medieval and post-medieval core survives in good condition in the historic village of Stock 
and is protected as a conservation area (Bennett 2006, 133). 

The Historic Environment Record shows that the development site is within an area of 
archaeological potential.  From the 16th to the 19th century, Stock had a thriving brick, tile and 
pottery industry which formed an important part of the local economy.  Discoveries relating to 
this industry include an 18th-century brick and tile kiln c 110m to the north of the development 
site (EHER 5507). Significant quantities of kiln waste have been recovered at 10 The Paddock 
(CAT Report 704, EHER 48334), approximately 160m to the south-east near a manhole on the 
junction of Mill Road and Unwin Place (EHER 5391), and 260m to the south-west at 16-20 Mill 
Road (CAT Report 598).  Recent archaeological investigations at 'Caer Luel', The Paddocks 
(CAT Report 1201), 2 The Paddocks (CAT Report 1272), 3 The Paddocks (CAT Report 1580) 
and 1 The Paddocks (CAT Report 1709) have, however, uncovered no significant 
archaeological remains.
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A Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age gully was found south-east of the site (EHER 46565) and to 
the south-west of the site is the location of a possible Iron Age enclosure (EHER 9135) and 
Roman cremation cemetery (EHER 5380).

4 Aim
The aim of the archaeological evaluation was to record the extent of any surviving 
archaeological deposits, and to assess the archaeological potential of the site to allow the 
ECCHEA to determine if further investigation is required.

5 Results (Figs 2-3)
Two T-shaped trial-trenches were machine-excavated under the supervision of a CAT 
archaeologist. Trench 1 (T1) totalled 27m long and Trench 2 (T2) 24m. Both trenches measured
c 1.8m wide.

The stratigraphy of the trenches was: 
 topsoil (L1, c 0.2-0.24m thick, friable, mid to dark greyish-brown silty-loam) sealing
 subsoil (L2, c 0.13-0.27m thick, firm, mid to light grey-brown silty-loam with frequent 

stone inclusions) over 
 a layer of firm, dark orange clay natural (L3).  

No archaeological remains or material were encountered. 

Modern disturbance in the central and southern areas of both trenches was the result of the 
removal of pre-existing building foundations (see Fig 2). The depths of the disturbance were 
taken by measuring against the top of the surviving topsoil, Trench 1 measured at 0.62m deep 
and 0.52m in Trench 2. 

Photograph 1  Trench 1, view east
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Photograph 2  Representative section from Trench 1 view west

Photograph 3  Trench 2 view north
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6      Finds
There were no finds.

7 Conclusion
Despite being located in an archaeologically-sensitive area, no archaeological remains or 
material were encountered.
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feature (F) an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
Iron Age period from 700 BC to Roman invasion of AD 43
layer (L) distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material
modern        period from c AD 1800 to the present
natural         geological deposit undisturbed by human activity
NGR National Grid Reference
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http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main     
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Roman the period from AD 43 to c AD 410
section (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s
wsi written scheme of investigation
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