
CAT Report 1951: Archaeological evaluation at The Bungalow, Church Road, Bacton, Suffolk  – June 2023

1 Summary
An archaeological evaluation (two trial-trenches) was carried out at The Bungalow, Church 
Road, Bacton, Suffolk in advance of the construction of a residential dwelling. The site is located
within an archaeologically-sensitive area in the historic settlement of Bacton. However, the 
evaluation trenches revealed no archaeological features, just modern services.

2 Introduction (Fig 1)
This is the report for an archaeological evaluation carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust
(CAT) on 13th June 2023 at The Bungalow, Church Road, Bacton, Suffolk. The work was 
commissioned by Keith Webber of Peter Wells Architects, on behalf of Imperial Homes Group 
Ltd, in advance of the construction of a new detached three bedroom dwelling, new vehicular 
access and associated groundworks. 

In response to consultation with Louisa Cunningham, Suffolk County Council Archaeological 
Service Advisor (SCCASA), it was advised that, as the site lies within an area highlighted by the 
Suffolk HER as having a high potential for archaeological deposits, an archaeological condition 
was recommended. The condition is based on the guidance given in the National Planning 
Policy Framework (MHCLG 2021). 

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for a trenched evaluation at 
north-east side garden of The Bungalow, Church Road, Bacton written by Louisa Cunningham 
and detailing the required archaeological work (SCCAS 2023a). A written scheme of 
investigation (WSI) was prepared by CAT in response to the brief and agreed with SCCASA in 
advance of the archaeological work taking place (CAT 2023).

In addition to the brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was done in accordance with 
Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic England 
2016) and Standards for field archaeology in the East of England (EAA 14 and 24). Our report 
mirrors standards and practices contained in the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standards and 
guidance for archaeological field evaluation (CIfA 2014a) and Standards and guidance for the 
collection, documentation, conservation and research of archaeological materials (CIfA 2014b). 
Requirements for a Trenched Archaeological Evaluation (SCCAS 2023b) and 
Archaeological Archives in Suffolk: Guidelines for Preparation and Deposition (SCCAS 2022) 
were also followed.

3 Archaeological background
The following archaeological background draws on information from the Suffolk Historic 
Environment Record (archaeology.her@suffolk.gov.uk), SCC invoice number 9531322.

                
Geology
The British Geological Survey geology viewer (1:50,000 scale1) indicates that the bedrock 
geology of the site is comprised of the Crag Group (sands, gravels, silts and clays, which are 
characteristically dark green from glauconite with haematite ‘iron pans’). Superficial deposits 
comprise of Lowestoft formation (a sheet of chalky till with out-washes of sands and gravels).

Historic landscape
The development site is located within an area defined as ancient rolling estate farmlands in the
Suffolk Landscape Character Assessment2. These are rolling arable landscapes of chalky clays 
and loams dissected, sometimes deeply, by river valleys. The dissection by river has produced 
a variety of soil types. The settlement pattern is largely comprised of dispersed farmsteads of 
medieval origin. Villages in the area are often associated with village greens. 

1  British Geological Survey – https://geologyviewer.bgs.ac.uk/
2  http://www.suffolklandscape.org.uk/
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Within the Suffolk Historic Landscape Characterisation Map3, it is defined as Landscape type 
5.1, meadow or managed wetland – meadow. An area of seasonally-wet grassland mown for 
hay or for grazing animals. The landscape immediately around the site includes: 

• Landscape sub-type 10.2, built-up area-town. 
• Landscape sub-group 3.1, post-1950 agricultural landscape – boundary loss from 

random fields.                                                                                  
                                         

The development site is located within an area defined as ancient plateau claylands in the 
Suffolk Landscape Character Assessment4. These are plateaux of heavy clay soils which either 
gently undulate or are flat and dissected by small streams. Site includes an ancient organic 
pattern of fields which contain substantial hedges of hawthorn and blackthorn. Many of these 
hedges have been removed to amalgamate fields. In the Bacton area, these fields created a 
very open ‘prairie’ landscape.

Within the Suffolk Historic Landscape Characterisation Map5, it is defined as Landscape type 
10.3, built up area – village. Immediately surrounding the site there is also:
  Landscape sub-group 1.4, pre-18th century enclosures – irregular co-axial fields.
  Landscape sub-type 3.4, post-1950 agricultural loss from earlier irregular co-axial fields that 

pre-date the 18th century.                                                                                 
                                         

Archaeology6 (Fig 2)
(All measurements are taken from the centre point of the development site to the centre point of 
the archaeological site). 

                                                                                                        
This background is focused on SHER search results within a 1km radius of the site. Bacton is a 
village located in the heart of rural mid-Suffolk, situated approximately 8km north of Stowmarket.
The village was listed in the Domesday survey in 1086 as ‘Bachetuna’.

                                            
Within the search area the following finds and features have been noted:                                     

Prehistoric
A number of metal-detecting rallies have been carried out on farmland around the village. At the 
2006 site (ESF19210, 368m NW) evidence of an Iron Age occupation was recorded. A 
subsequent geophysical survey revealed an enclosure containing probable Iron Age round-
houses (BAC 010a/ESF21916, 478m NW). Scatters of Early Bronze Age flints were also found 
to the north of the enclosure (WYV 019, 616m NW). A single LIA coin was also found by the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme within the search area.

                                                                                                                                                                   
Roman
Evidence of a possible Roman villa was identified during a metal-detecting rally in 2006 (BAC 
010b, 432m NW). 
Further geophysical surveys conducted on land to the south of Pretyman Avenue, followed by a 
trial-trench evaluation in 2019, revealed features including ditches and an undated pit. Other 
ditches had been dated as post-medieval/modern which matched well with cartographic 
evidence from the late 19th century (BAC 050/ESF27001, 501m SE). An evaluation on land to 
the west of Broad Road identified a low level of Roman pits, ditches, and possible droveway as 
well as medieval and post-medieval contexts (BAC 081/ESF28745, 989m ENE).

Find spots within the search area include a Roman coin (886m SW) and a single abraded sherd
of grey ware was found in topsoil during an evaluation at Bacton County Primary School (BAC 
028/ESF20567, 125m SE).

3  The Suffolk Historic Landscape Characterisation Map, version 3, 2012, Suffolk County Council
4  http://www.suffolklandscape.org.uk/
5  The Suffolk Historic Landscape Characterisation Map, version 3, 2012, Suffolk County Council
6  This is based on records held at the Suffolk County Historic Environment Record (SCHER) 
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Medieval
The Church of St Mary the Virgin sits almost opposite the site (BAC014/DSF5393, 135m ENE). 
The church as it stands today is thought to date to the 14th century and is Grade I listed. The 
church is comprised of flint rubble walls with a plastered chancel and freestone dressings. The 
mid 14th-century tower contains a round-arched doorway which is thought may be 12th century 
in origin. A church was recorded in Bacton in the Domesday survey of 1086 and was probably 
on or close to the site of the current church. The early doorway may be a feature re-used from 
the earlier church. 

Old Manor Cottage is a timber-framed aisled hall with plastered walls and a thatched roof. The 
house survives as the fragmentary 13th-century core of an open hall house with alterations of 
assorted dates, but principally in the mid 16th century (BAC 030/280505, 149m NNE).

A rectilinear moat at Pulham's farm (BAC 006, 525m SSE) and an incomplete moat near Manor 
Farm (BAC 009, 212. ENE) are probably medieval in origin.

A number of finds scatters containing medieval artefacts have been noted within the search 
area, including a large group of pottery sherds found during the construction of an ornamental 
pond at The Limes (BAC 011, 1,023m SW). A scatter of medieval and post-medieval artefacts 
including pottery, quernstone, animal bone and roof tile were recovered from a drainage trench 
in 1996 (BAC 021, 205m NE). A scatter of medieval finds including pottery and metal artefacts 
were also recorded during a metal-detecting rally approximately 812m north-west of the site 
(WYV 020). A medieval silver annular brooch has been found by the Portable Antiquities 
Scheme.

                                                                        
Post-medieval to modern
One of the most prominent buildings within the search area is Bacton Manor. The Grade II* 
listed manor was constructed in the 18th century by the Pretyman family. The Manor has a fine 
principle frontage which faces the village street. The Manor has large formal rooms and a 
staircase of high quality. A range was added to the rear in the 19th century. To the east of 
Bacton Manor is a now redundant threshing barn with attached sheds (BAC 041, 183m WNW).

There are a number of historic greens around the site. These are at least post-medieval in date 
but could be older. Carters Green and Ford's Green (BAC 020, 1,053m SE), Bacton Green and 
Alice’s Green (BAC 078, starts from 798m SW) and Taylor’s Green (BAC 218m ENE) are visible
on the Hodskinson's map of 1783. The current site abuts the western edge of Taylor’s Green. As
village greens are a focal point of a settlement they often have dwellings located around the 
edge which may not exist today or be visible on historic maps. 

Post-medieval features recorded during archaeological investigations include pits and a pottery 
scatter identified during a watching brief to the north of Manor Farm prior to the construction of a
slurry lagoon (BAC 038, 235m NW), and an evaluation on land adjacent to Wyverstone Road in 
2019 revealed two ditches and a pond. The latter contained no datable material but were 
thought to be at least post-medieval as they match features on the 1839 Tithe map of Bacton 
(BAC 053/ESF26585, 617m W).

The Suffolk Historic Environment Team have been working on a project to record lost and 
existing farmsteads in Suffolk. Farming has been a major factor in the development of Suffolk’s 
landscape, both physically and socially throughout time. The farm buildings can help us to 
understand the agricultural practices and their development since the medieval period (SCCAS 
2019). Key farmsteads within the search area are recorded on 19th century mapping (but may 
be much earlier in date). These include: 
  Brickwall Farm, a 17th-century farmstead and 19th-century farmstead with a regular U-

shaped courtyard plan (BAC 067/28053, 938m SE).
  Old Barn, a 19th-century outfarm with a regular U-shaped courtyard plan (BAC 070, 657m N).
  Lodge Farm (Bacton Lodge), a 17th-century farmhouse and 19th-century farmstead with a 

loose courtyard set in a four-sided plan (BAC 073, 880m SW).
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  Coppings Farm, a 16th-century farmhouse and 19th-century farmstead with a loose courtyard
set in a two-sided plan (BAC 074, 763m SW).

  Manorhouse Farm, an 18th-century farmhouse and 19th-century farmstead with a regular L-
shaped multi-yard courtyard plan (BAC 075, 187m ENE).

A circular area defined and named 'Mill Hill' recorded on 1st Edition OS map of 1837 (BAC 015, 
419m SSW), is likely to depict the location of a post-medieval mill.

Located approximately 713m to the east of the site is the Haughly to Norwich railway line (SUF 
070). The Ipswich and Norwich Railway was authorised in 1846 as an Eastern Union Railways 
venture, and as an extension to the Ipswich and Bury Railway, to be built from a new junction at 
Haughley to Norwich Victoria Station. The line was opened to passengers in 1849 and is still in 
use as part of the Great Eastern main line.

                                                                                                            
Undated
Possible archaeological features were identified during a geophysical survey at the former 
Bacton Middle School site (BAC 046/ESF29338, 541m NW).

A large area of land was metal-detected in 2017 to the south-west of the village but any finds 
collected were not recorded at the SHER (ESF25839, 1,034m, SW).

          
Negative                                      
No archaeological features or finds were recorded during the monitoring of groundworks at land 
between Stannards Cottage and Walnut Tree Cottage (ESF27397, 299m NE), at Homelands, 
Rectory Road (ESF27553, 976m SW), on land adjacent to Prettys House (ESF19418, 275m 
ENE), or at The Old Surgery (ESF19731, 15m NE).
                                                                               
Listed buildings7                                                             
There are 19 listed buildings within the search radius (1 Grade I,  1 Grade II* and 17 Grade II). 
They range in date from the late 13th to the 18th century.   
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Table 1  Number of listed buildings based on their approximate construction date.

When looking at the listed buildings within the village there is a clear growth from the 16th 
century, which then drops away over time. Given the rural location this may represent a period 
of good fortune in agriculture or may be related to the prosperity caused by the flourishing wool 

7   This is based on records held at the Suffolk County Historic Environment Record (SCHER).
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industry in Suffolk, including at nearby Stowmarket, which by the 17th-18th century was less 
prosperous. All the listed buildings are timber-framed and most are plastered.  A number of them
have a thatched roof.              

4       Aims
The aims of the evaluation were to: 

• identify the date, approximate form and purpose of any archaeological deposit, together
with its likely extent, localised depth and quality of preservation.

• evaluate the likely impact of past land uses, and the possible presence of masking 
colluvial/alluvial deposits.

• establish the potential for the survival of environmental evidence.
• provide sufficient information to construct an archaeological conservation strategy, 

dealing with preservation, the recording of archaeological deposits, working practices, 
timetables and orders of costs. 

5 Methodology
As per the WSI (appended to this report), two trial-trenches were laid out across the 
development site. The trenches were mechanically excavated under the supervision of a CAT 
archaeologist, and all archaeological horizons were excavated and recorded according to the 
WSI. There was sufficient excavation to give evidence for the period, depth and nature of all 
archaeological deposits. Individual records of deposits were entered on pro-forma record 
sheets. The evaluation trenches were surveyed by GPS with sections drawn by hand at 1:10. All
trenches were digitally photographed with a scale and north arrow. A metal detector was used to
check trenches, spoil heaps and excavated strata.

6 Results (Figs 3-4)
Two trial-trenches were machine-excavated in a T-shaped layout under the supervision of a CAT
archaeologist. Site stratigraphy was modern topsoil (L1, 0.12-0.31m thick) sealing a buried soil 
layer (L2, 0.26-0.42m thick) which overlaid natural (L3, encountered at a depth of 0.38-0.73m 
below current ground level).

Trench 1 (T1) - 10m long, 1.8m wide
No archaeological contexts were encountered within T1. A modern drainage trench was 
uncovered and excavated to reveal a ceramic pipe on a north/south alignment.

Trench 2 (T2) - 10m long, 1.8m wide
No archaeological contexts were encountered within T2. The trench position was altered due to 
two trees located in it’s intended position. The trench was kept within the footprint of the 
proposed building layout.
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