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1 Summary 
An archaeological evaluation (two trial-trenches) was carried out on land adjacent to ‘Three 
Ways’, 74 The Causeway, Great Dunmow, Essex, in advance of the construction of a new 
dwelling. The development site lies close to a Roman road and to the south of a site where the 
buried remains of three square barrows and a circular barrow, possibly of Roman date, are 
located. Evaluation revealed a post-medieval pit and a ditch which produced a sherd of Roman 
pottery. 
 
 

2  Introduction (Fig 1) 
This is the report for an archaeological evaluation carried out by Colchester Archaeological Trust 
(CAT) on land adjacent to ‘Three Ways’, 74 The Causeway, Great Dunmow, Essex on 4th June 
2024. The work was commissioned by Graham Newman on behalf of Birch Lodge 
Developments Ltd and took place in advance of the construction of a new dwelling. 

  
In response to consultation with Essex County Council Place Services (ECCPS), the Historic 
Environment Advisor advised that, to establish the archaeological implications of this 
application, the applicant should be required to commission a scheme of archaeological 
investigation in accordance with the National Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2023). 
 
All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with an Archaeological Brief for Trial 
Trenching and excavation at 74 The Causeway, Great Dunmow written by Katie Lee-Smith 
(ECCPS 2024) and written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT (2024a) in response 
to the brief. 
 
In addition to the project brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was undertaken in 
accordance with: 

 Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic 
England 2015),  

 Professional standards of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, including its Code 
of Conduct (CIfA 2020a-b, 2022, 2023a-b), 

 East of England standards and frameworks published by East Anglian Archaeology 
(Brown & Glazebrook 2000; Gurney 2003; Medlycott 2011) and the recent review 
updates on https://researchframeworks.org/eoe/ 

 Relevant health and safety guidelines and requirements (CAT 2024b). 
 
 

3 Archaeological background 
The following archaeological background includes extracts of the ECC Brief (ECC 2024) and 
Essex Historic Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council, County Hall, 
Chelmsford, Essex (accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).  
 
The development area lies immediately adjacent to a Roman road which extends past Monk 
Street on a north/south alignment (EHER 1185). To the north of the site on land south-east of 
Parsonage Farm are the buried remains of three square barrows and a circular barrow. 
Although most square barrows date to the Iron Age, surface finds suggest that these examples 
may be of Roman date. Roman artefacts have been found in the field since the 1760s, when 
late 2nd-century coins were collected. A glass ointment jar recovered more recently dates to the 
2nd to 3rd centuries AD and is likely to derive from a disturbed grave. Groundworks during the 
construction of houses some 150m to the south-east during the 1930s revealed urned 
cremation burials dating from the 1st to 3rd centuries AD, suggesting that the barrows may have 
been part of a wider cemetery. The site is protected as a Scheduled Monument (NHLE 
1017231; EHER 1278, 1277). Other Roman finds have been identified within the vicinity of the 
proposed development including a glass unguentarium (EHER 13873).  
 
The first edition of the Ordnance Survey map published in 1875 identifies a sheepfold and other 
buildings within the proposed development. In other early maps structures are depicted along 
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the street edges and junction to the north of the existing house. The site also lies near the 
historic settlement of Church End. 
 
The site is situated close to the Grade l-listed The Clock House (NHLE 1098272), a mid-16th- or 
early 17th-century timber-framed, plastered and part brick house with gabled peg-tile roof. The 
railings, gateway and walls surrounding the Clock House are Grade II-listed (1333679). The 
Limes (NHLE 1333678), a Grade ll-listed 16th- to early 17th-century timber-framed and 
plastered house with gabled peg-tile roof also lies nearby. 
 

 
Map 1  Extract of the OS Map  of England and Wales, Sheet 222,  
published 1887, showing the site in red. 
 
 

4 Aims 
The aims of the archaeological evaluation were to record the extent of any surviving 
archaeological deposits and to assess the archaeological potential of the site to allow the 
ECCHEA to determine if further investigation is required.   
 
 

5       Results (Figs 2-3) 
Two trial-trenches were machine-excavated under the supervision of a CAT archaeologist. The 
trenches were 15m long and 1.8m wide, and cut through modern topsoil (L1, c 0.12-0.22m 
thick) and subsoil (L2, c 0.16-0.22m thick) onto natural (L3, encountered at a depth of 0.34-
0.42m below current ground level). Medieval pottery and medieval/post-medieval peg-tile was 
recovered from subsoil L2 which sealed all archaeological features. 
 
There were no archaeological remains in trench T1. Excavated in trench T2 were a pit (F1) and 
a ditch (F2) aligned north to south. The pit produced fragments of medieval and post-medieval 
pottery, as well as pieces of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile and an unidentifiable fragment of 
brick. As pit F1 is sealed by L2, subsoil L2 cannot be earlier than post-medieval in date. Ditch 
F2 produced a single sherd of Roman pottery. 
 
A full context list with soil descriptions and dimensions can be found in Appendix 1. 
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Photograph 1  Trench 1, looking north. 
 

 
Photograph 2  Trench 2, looking east. 
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Photograph 3  Trench 2, ditch F2, looking north.  
 
 

6 Finds 
by Dr Matthew Loughton 
 
The evaluation uncovered a small assemblage of pottery and ceramic building material 
(henceforth CBM) at 16 sherds with a weight of 705g and an EVE of 0.05. This material was 
recovered from two features and one layer. 

 
Ceramic material No. Weight (g) MSW (g) EVE 

Pottery 10 143 14 0.05 

CBM 6 562 94 - 

All 16 705 44 0.05 

Table 1  Summary of the pottery and CBM. 
 
Roman pottery 
Roman pottery was classified according to the fabric groups outlined in CAR 10 (Symonds & 
Wade 1999) and vessel types according to the Colchester (Camulodunum), henceforth Cam, 
type series (CAR 10, Bidwell & Croom 1999, 468-487).  The pottery was recorded by sherd 
count, the number of rims, handles and bases, and weight, for each fabric group.  The number 
of vessels was determined by rim EVE (estimated vessel equivalent). One sherd (4g) of coarse 
oxidised and related ware (fabric DJ) from a Cam 108 beaker (EVE:0.05), dating to AD 43-
130/140/200, came from ditch F2. 

 
Medieval and post-medieval pottery 
Medieval and post-medieval pottery was recorded according to the fabric groups from CAR 7 
(Cotter 2000).  Pit F1 produced a small quantity of early medieval sandy wares (fabric F13) and 
medieval sandy grey wares (fabric F20) as well as a base from a German stoneware mug, 
possibly from Cologne or Frechen (fabric F45D/E), dating to c 1500-1700. Finally, five sherds of 
Colchester-type ware (fabric F21) with a weight of 115g came from subsoil L2. 
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Ceramic building material (CBM) 
The CBM consists of five sherds of medieval/post-medieval peg-tile with a weight of 560g from 
pit F1 and subsoil L2, and one small non-diagnostic brick? fragment (2g) from pit F1. 

 
Conclusion 
Table 2 summarizes the dating evidence for the contexts which produced dateable pottery and 
CBM.  None of this material was retained.  The finds indicate Roman and medieval to post- 
medieval activity in the vicinity. 

 
Context Roman pottery Medieval/post-medieval pottery CBM Finds spot date 

F1 - F13, F20, F45D/E BR?, PT Post-medieval 

F2 DJ (CAM 108) - - Roman 

L2 - F21 PT Medieval/post-medieval 

Table 2  Approximate spot dates for the individual features and layers. 
 
 
7       Conclusion 

Archaeological evaluation on land adjacent to ‘Three Ways’, 74 The Causeway, Great Dunmow, 
Essex revealed a post-medieval pit which produced fragments of medieval and post-medieval 
pottery, peg-tile and brick. Post-medieval activity in the area is evidenced by the 16th- and 17th-
century listed buildings in the immediate vicinity of the site. Dating the ditch is more difficult. 
Roman remains are known close to the site and the ditch could be of Roman date, but the 
single small sherd of pottery could be residual in a later-dated feature. 
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10    Abbreviations and glossary 

CAT  Colchester Archaeological Trust 
CIfA  Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
context  a single unit of excavation, which is often referred to numerically, and can be any  
   feature, layer or find 
ECC  Essex County Council 
ECCHEA  Essex County Council Historic Environment Advisor 
ECCPS  Essex County Council Place Services 
EHER  Essex Historic Environment Record 
feature (F)  an identifiable thing like a pit, a wall, a drain: can contain ‘contexts’ 
layer (L)  distinct or distinguishable deposit (layer) of material 
medieval  period from AD 1066 to c 1500 
modern         period from c AD 1800 to the present 
natural          geological deposit undisturbed by human activity 
NGR  National Grid Reference 
OASIS  Online AccesS to the Index of Archaeological InvestigationS,    

   http://oasis.ac.uk/pages/wiki/Main 
post-medieval  from c AD 1500 to c 1800 
Roman  the period from AD 43 to c AD 410 
section  (abbreviation sx or Sx) vertical slice through feature/s or layer/s 
WSI  written scheme of investigation 

 
 
11 Contents of archive 

Finds: none retained 
Digital: 
CAT Report 2057 
ECC evaluation brief, CAT written scheme of investigation 
Site digital photographs 
Graphic files 
Site data 
Survey data 
 

 
12 Archive deposition 

The archive is currently held by the Colchester Archaeological Trust at Roman Circus House, 
Roman Circus Walk, Colchester, Essex CO2 7GZ, but will be permanently deposited with the 
Archaeology Data Service (digital archive). 
 

 



CAT Report 2057: Archaeological evaluation on land adjacent to ‘Three Ways’, 74 The Causeway, Great Dunmow, Essex – 
June 2024 

7 

 
 
 
 
 

© Colchester Archaeological Trust 2024 
 
 
 
 

Distribution list: 
Graham Newman, Birch Lodge Developments Ltd 
ECC Place Services Historic Environment Advisor 
Essex Historic Environment Record, Essex County Council 
 



CAT Report 2057: Archaeological evaluation on land adjacent to ‘Three Ways’, 74 The Causeway, Great Dunmow, Essex – 
June 2024 

8 

Appendix 1  Context list 
 
Context Finds no. Context type Description Date 
L1 1 Topsoil Medium/dark grey brock silt. Modern 
L2 - Subsoil Firm, moist, medium grey/brown silty-clay Post-medieval 
L3 - Natural Mid orange/brown clay Post-glacial 
     
F1 2 Pit Soft, moist, medium grey/brown silty-clay 

Shallow pit with gentle sides and slightly 
concave base, 0.81m x 0.35m and 0.15m deep. 

Post-medieval 

F2 - Ditch Firm, moist, medium grey/brown silty-clay. 
Aligned north/south, steep edges with a round 
base, single fill, 0.65m wide and 0.2m deep. 

?Roman or later 
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F1 PIT 2 1 4 4 X                                          F20           1150 1375/1400 

F1 PIT 2 2 11 6 X                                          F13           1000 1225 

F1 PIT 2 1 9 9 X 0 0 1                                       F45D/E           1500 1700 

F2 DITCH 3 1 4 4 X 1 0 0                                       DJ CAM 108 BEAKER 0.05 120   43 130/140/200 

L2 SUB SOIL 1 5 115 23 X 0 0 3                                       F21           1200 1550 
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Comments Date 

F1 PIT 2 1 271 271 X PT                           X   X                             MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL 

F1 PIT 2 1 2 2 X BR                                                           ? MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL-MODERN 

L2 SUB SOIL 1 4 289 72 X PT                                                             MEDIEVAL-POST MEDIEVAL 
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