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Summary

Archaeological monitoring and recording was carried out at Thrift Farm, Moulsham Thrift,
Chelmsford, Essex during groundworks to convert a barn and single-storey blocks into a
dwelling. Thrift Farm was constructed between 1865 and 1867, and gradually extended over the
following decades. Current groundworks consisted of a service trench which did not encounter
any archaeological remains, and ground reduction over a small area after the demolition of two
modern structures. Found underneath one of these structures (Store 8), was a brick wall
foundation constructed out of unfrogged bricks. The store had been built to replace a small
outbuilding (probably a stable) which was part of the original 1860s farm complex, and the brick
wall foundation is likely all that remains of this earlier structure.

Introduction

This is the report for archaeological monitoring and recording carried out by Colchester
Archaeological Trust (CAT) at Thrift Farm, Moulsham Thrift, Chelmsford, Essex on 28th
November 2023 and 6th June 2024. The work was commissioned by Faberdean BK Ltd and
took place during groundworks associated with the conversion of a barn and single-storey
blocks into a new dwelling.

As the site lies within an area highlighted by the EHER as having a high potential for
archaeological deposits, an archaeological condition was recommended by the Essex County
Council Place Services Historic Environment Advisor. This recommendation was for a
programme of archaeological monitoring and was based on the guidance given in the National
Planning Policy Framework (MHCLG 2021).

All archaeological work was carried out in accordance with a Brief for Archaeological Monitoring
and Building Recording at Land at Thrift Farm, Moulsham Thrift, Chelmsford (ECCPS 2022) and
a Written scheme of investigation (WSI) prepared by CAT (2022).

In addition to the project Brief and WSI, all fieldwork and reporting was undertaken in
accordance with:

e Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) (Historic
England 2015),

o Professional standards of the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, including its Code
of Conduct (CIfA 2020a-b, 2022, 2023a-b),

e East of England standards and frameworks published by East Anglian Archaeology
(Brown & Glazebrook 2000, Gurney 2003, Medlycott 2011) and the recent review
updates on https://researchframeworks.org/eoe/

¢ Relevant health and safety guidelines and requirements (CAT 2023/4).

Historic and archaeological background

The following historic and archaeological background includes extracts of the ECC Brief
(ECCPS 2022) and Essex Historic Environment Records (EHER) held at Essex County Council,
County Hall, Chelmsford, Essex (accessed via http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk).

Historic background

See CAT Report 1888 for a detailed Historic Building Record (HBR) of Thrift Farm. In summary,
the EHER lists Thrift Farm as a model farm designed by Frederic Chancellor. This listing was
based on an 1865 plan of a model farm designed by Frederic Chancellor held by the ERO (D/F
8/595), which an English Heritage survey in 1997 misinterpreted as a plan of Thrift Farm. The
plan actually shows Bexfield Farm, located to the south, with Thrift Farm yet to be constructed.

Thrift Farm is first depicted on a map when it was listed for sale in 1867 as part of the sale of
Bexfield Farm and associated arable land. This places the construction of Thrift Farm between
1865 and 1867. The sales catalogue lists it as a homestead, surrounded by arable land,
woodland, and plantation wood. The map included in the sales catalogue shows the threshing
barn, cart-lodge and a small outbuilding (probably a stable).
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The southern wing of the building was added between 1867 and 1881 creating a C-shaped
complex, with multiple buildings added throughout the later 19th and early 20th centuries.

The current monitoring and recording specifically takes place to the west of the 19th-century
Threshing Barn, and within the footprints of buildings designated Store 7 and 8 in the HBR. The
HBR states that Store 7 does not appear on historic mapping so must have been constructed
after 1947, and Store 8 appears to have replaced a small stable which was part of the original
complex of buildings.

Map 1 An extract from the 1867 sales catalogue (ERO SALE/B4847).
The farm buildings of Thrift Farm highlighted blue.
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Map 2 An extract from the 1881 Ordnance Survey map showing the
location of the farm (highlighted in blue).
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Archaeological background

According to the British Geology Viewer (https://geologyviewer.bgs.ac.uk/) the site is situated
within an area of London Clay Formation bedrock geology with superficial deposits of Head
(clay, silt and sand).

Cropmarks to the south of the site indicate the presence of an enclosure or ring-ditch (EHER
47380).

The historic settlement pattern of the area was that of dispersed farmsteads, with some of the
settlement being focused on commons, which lay along the highest ground. The field system
consists of many small fields of ancient origin, both grid-like co-axial and irregular in shape.
There are several small areas of ancient woodland, with some secondary woodland developed
on former common land (Bennett 2006, 30).

To the west of the farm is the site of an ancient woodland which traces its origins to the
medieval period at the latest. The wood was referenced as 'Molesham Frith' in 1291 and 1591
(EHER 824). Chapman and André’s map of Essex, published in 1777, depicts it as 'Thrift
Wood', while the Ordnance Survey map published in 1881 refers to it as 'Moulsham Thrift
Wood'".

To the north of the site lies part of the Napoleonic defences of Chelmsford which were
constructed in 1803 due to fear of an invasion. The bastion (ditch and rampart) extended for
some 2.8 km between Star Fort at Widford and artillery fort at Galleywood. The defences were
dismantled by 1813 (EHER 8931).

For more information on the general background of the area see the Chelmsford Borough
Historic Environment Characterisation Project (Bennett 2006).

Aim
Archaeological monitoring was undertaken to excavate and record any archaeological deposits
which were exposed by the groundworks.

Results (Figs 2-3)

Adrainage trench, 15.5m long, 0.6m wide and ¢ 0.9m deep, was excavated to the west of the
old threshing barn. It was excavated through modern concrete (L1, 0.06-0.07m thick), modern
topsoil (L2, 0.42-0.44m thick) and subsoil (L3, 0.34-0.36m thick) into natural (L4, encountered at
a depth of 0.84-0.86m below current ground level). No archaeological remains were
encountered.

An area measuring 18.1m?2 was stripped to a depth of 0.38m through a modern make-up layer
(L5, up to 0.38m thick) onto L4. This area was located within the footprint of two demolished
buildings, designated Store 7 and 8 in the HBR (CAT Report 1888). Excavation revealed post-
medieval/modern brick wall F1 within the footprint of Store 8. The wall was 2.51m long by 0.35m
wide, aligned west-north-west/east-south-east and was constructed from unfrogged soft red
bricks bonded with white mortar.
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Photograph 3 Brick wall foundation F1, looking east-south-east.

Finds
There were no finds.

Conclusion

Groundworks at Thrift Farm revealed a brick wall foundation. Specifically, this feature was
uncovered during the demolition of the building designated as Store 8 during the HBR of the
farm complex (CAT Report 1888). This study determined that the farm was constructed between
1865 and 1867, but that Store 8 itself was a later addition which replaced a small outbuilding
(probably a stable) which had been part of the original 1860s complex. Therefore, the brick wall
foundation appears to be all that remains of this outbuilding.
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Appendix 1 _Context list

white mortar.

Context |Finds no. |Interpretation |Soil description Period

L1 - Concrete 0.06-0.07m thick. Modern

L2 - Topsoil Soft, moist dark brown sandy-silt with 1% stones. Modern
0.42-0.44m thick.

L3 - Subsoil Soft, moist medium yellow/brown silty-clay with 1% Undated
stones. 0.34-0.36m thick.

L4 - Natural Firm, moist light/medium yellow/brown clay. Post-glacial
Encountered at a depth of 0.38-0.86m below current
ground level.

L5 - Make-up layer | Soft, moist medium yellow/brown silty-clay with CBM | Modern
pieces and 1% stones. Up to 0.38m thick.

F1 - Wall Constructed from soft, red unfrogged bricks bonded in | Post-medieval/

modern
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