


C U L V E R S T R E E T C O N T I N U E S . . . . 

Even the w o r s t December wea the r f o r 
100 y e a r s d i d not c o m p l e t e l y s top p ro -
g r e s s on the e x c a v a t i o n , such i s the 
u rgency to comple te t he d i g g i n g on a 
s i t e t h a t has p roduced more i n t e r e s t -
ing and e x c i t i n g m a t e r i a l than we 
c o u l d have hoped f o r ; in t he autumn we 
uncove red the f o u n d a t i o n s o f ou r most 
i m p o r t a n t b u i l d i n g so far - a mass ive 
l a t e Roman h a l l t h a t may have been a 
c h u r c h . Now we a r e w o r k i n g on t he 
e x c a v a t i o n o f p a r t s o f two o f the 
o f f i c e r s ' houses b e l o n g i n g t o t he f o r -
t r e s s ; t h i s t oo i s a f i r s t a s b e f o r e 
now the o n l y b u i l d i n g s e x c a v a t e d w i t h -
in the f o r t r e s s have p r o v e d to be 
ba r rack b l o c k s . 

Between t he conques t o f s o u t h e r n Br i t -
a i n in AD 43 and the end of B r i t a i n as 
p a r t of the Roman Empire 350 - 400 
y e a r s l a t e r , the s i t e underwent f i v e 
major r e d e v e l o p m e n t s . 

The Roman F o r t r e s s 

The e a r l i e s t b u i l d i n g s o n t he s i t e 
be long to t he p e r i o d between AD 43 and 
49 when C o l c h e s t e r was the f o r t r e s s of 
t he T w e n t i e t h L e g i o n . A l t h o u g h we 
have o n l y j u s t begun t o e x c a v a t e t hese 
b u i l d i n g s we can be f a i r l y c e r t a i n 
t h a t t hey a r e p a r t s o f the houses o f 
two o f t he t r i b u n e s o f the l e g i o n ; 
t hese were h igh r a n k i n g o f f i c e r s who 
each l i v e d in what amounted to a s i z e -
ab le house t h a t c o v e r e d an a rea o f 
o v e r 1,500 square met res ( t h a t i s , 
o v e r t w i c e t he a rea c o v e r e d by the o l d 
P u b l i c L i b r a r y ) . The houses f r o n t e d 
on t o t he main s t r e e t o f the f o r t r e s s 
(now u n d e r l y i n g Shewe l l Road) and were 
s e p a r a t e d by a nar row g r a v e l l e d 
s t r e e t . What i s i n t e r e s t i n g about 
these p a r t i c u l a r b u i l d i n g s i s t h a t 
t hey were not b u i l t in the same way as 
the c e n t u r i o n s ' q u a r t e r s t h a t l a y t o 
the wes t ( see C a t a l o g u e 9 ) . Whereas 
the c e n t u r i o n s ' q u a r t e r s had c l a y 
w a l l s r e s t i n g on p l i n t h s made o f s tone 
and m o r t a r , the t r i b u n e s ' houses had 
w a l l s o f pos t s s e t i n na r row t r e n c h e s 
c u t deep i n t o t he n a t u r a l s a n d . T h i s 
was a t y p e of c o n s t r u c t i o n commonly 
used by the Roman A rmy ; i t has been 
r e c o r d e d a t many o t h e r m i l i t a r y s i t e s 
bu t t h i s i s the f i r s t t ime i t has been 
found a t C o l c h e s t e r . E x c a v a t i o n o f 
t hese i m p o r t a n t b u i l d i n g s c o n t i n u e s . 

The e a r l y c o l o n y 

In AD 49 t he T w e n t i e t h Leg ion was 
moved f r o m C o l c h e s t e r to the west o f 
B r i t a i n and t he f o r t r e s s was no l o n g e r 
r e q u i r e d by the a rmy . In keeping w i t h 
p r a c t i c e e l s e w h e r e i t was then con-
v e r t e d to c i v i l i a n use as a co l ony f o r 
r e t i r e d army v e t e r a n s . Some o f the 
b u i l d i n g s , such as the c e n t u r i o n s ' 
q u a r t e r s a l r e a d y r e f e r r e d t o , were 
e a s i l y c o n v e r t e d t o p r i v a t e houses and 
so were r e t a i n e d . However , t he 
t r i b u n e s ' houses on the p r e s e n t s i t e 
were d e m o l i s h e d , l a r g e l y because one 
o f them p a r t l y occup ied space needed 

* E x c a v a t i o n o f a t i m b e r - l i n e d c e s s p i t 
i n t he s t r e e t between the two 
t r i b u n e s ' h o u s e s . The dark s t a i n on 
the v e r t i c a l s i d e s 1s where the 
t i m b e r - l i n i n g had been l e f t t o r o t i n 
p o s i t i o n . 

f o r an e a s t - w e s t s t r e e t - the f o r t r e s s 
d i d not have the comple te g r i d o f 
s t r e e t s t h a t was needed f o r a t o w n . 

The g r a v e l s t r e e t t h a t was l a i d a c r o s s 
t he s i t e was 10 met res (33 f t ) w ide 
w i t h c o v e r e d f o o t w a y s t o e i t h e r s i d e . 
The f r o n t a g e t o t he sou th o f the 
s t r e e t seems to have been d i v i d e d i n t o 
p l o t s 8 . o r 12 me t res wide on each of 
w h i c h was e r e c t e d a t i m b e r - f r a m e d 
b u i l d i n g . These were t he houses a l l -
o c a t e d t o i n d i v i d u a l c o l o n i s t s a t t h e 
t ime o f e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the c o l o n y . 
The rooms were f l o o r e d w i t h c l a y and 
s e v e r a l c o n t a i n e d smal l h e a r t h s o f 
t i l e . 

The Boudican r e v o l t and t he l a t e 1s t 
c e n t u r y 

These houses were d e s t r o y e d a long w i t h 
the r e s t o f the town d u r i n g the Boudi-
can r e v o l t in AD 60. As was e x p e c t e d , 
the e v i d e n c e o f t h i s v i o l e n t d e s t r u c -
t i o n was c l e a r l y t o be seen i n t h e 
b lackened f l o o r s and c h a r r e d w a l l -
p l a t e s s e a l e d beneath a l a y e r o f 
d e b r i s and b u r n t f r agmen ts o f c l a y 
w a l l s . A f t e r the r e v o l t t he mass o f 
d e b r i s had to be c l e a r e d and the rem-
a i n d e r l e v e l l e d ou t b e f o r e r e b u i l d i n g 
c o u l d t a k e p l a c e ; i t i s q u i t e p o s s i b l e 
t h a t some o f t he p l o t s remained vacan t 
f o r a w h i l e b e f o r e new b u i l d i n g s were 
e r e c t e d . I t i s u n f o r t u n a t e t h a t b e -
cause of p r e s s u r e of t ime i t was not 
p o s s i b l e f o r us to e x c a v a t e by hand 
the b u i l d i n g s t h a t r e p l a c e d those 
b u r n t down but we do know t h a t t hey 
had w a l l s o f t i m b e r - f ramed and c l a y 
b lock c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h some g r a v e l -
f i l l e d f o u n d a t i o n s t o p r e v e n t t h e i r 
s u b s i d i n g i n t o e a r l i e r p i t s . The 
s t r e e t was r e l a i d i n t he p o s i t i o n i t 
had occup ied b e f o r e t he r e v o l t and 
remained in use u n t i l the end o f t he 
Roman p e r i o d . 

The s e c o n d - c e n t u r y houses 

From the 2nd c e n t u r y t he s i t e was occ-
up ied by p a r t s o f a t l e a s t two p r i v a t e 
houses (House A and House B on the 
p lan of c AD 200) . Both these houses 
were t y p i c a l o f the s o r t o f house con-
s t r u c t e d i n the town a t t h i s p e r i o d ; 
i n p l a n t h e y c o n s i s t e d o f rooms 
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* A l a t e 2 n d - c e n t u r y Roman j a r w i t h l i d , 
found beneath the f l o o r o f one o f t he 
2 n d - c e n t u r y houses . Perhaps b u r i e d 
w i t h an o f f e r i n g to ensu re good luck 
t o t he h o u s e h o l d . 

S K E T C H P L A N OF R O M A N BUILDINGS « 
c 200 AD f 

e n t e r e d f rom a c o r r i d o r t h a t ran round 
a c e n t r a l c o u r t y a r d - t hese c o u r t y a r d s 
l i e beyond the s o u t h e r n l i m i t o f the 
e x c a v a t i o n . The f o u n d a t i o n s were o f 
r ubb le and mor ta r bu t the w a l l s above 
g round were o f c l a y b l ocks o r t i m b e r -
f raming w i t h c l a y i n f i l l . The f l o o r s 
were o f c l a y , m o r t a r o r t e s s e l l a t e d 
w i t h smal l cubes o f b r i c k . I n each 
house one of t he rooms, p robab ly the 
p r i n c i p a l o n e , had a mosaic f l o o r , but 
u n f o r t u n a t e l y these had been d e s t r o y e d 
b y l a t e r d i s t u r b a n c e s . The d i s c o v e r y 
o f f ragmen ts o f p ink mo r ta r and t i l e s 
o f the t y p e used t o conduct hot a i r 
t h rough channe ls i n t he w a l l s sugg 
e s t e d t h a t House B may have had a bath 
s u i t e a t i t s w e s t e r n e n d . 

The Roman ?church 

At some t ime d u r i n g the Roman p e r i o d , 
p o s s i b l y d u r i n g the 4th c e n t u r y , the 
p r i v a t e houses were demol ished and a 
s i n g l e l a r g e b u i l d i n g was e r e c t e d i n 
t h e i r p l a c e . T h i s b u i l d i n g was n e a r l y 
60 f e e t w ide and at l e a s t 100 f e e t 
l o n g ; i t c o v e r e d t he e a r l i e r foo tway 
and even enc roached on the s t r e e t . 
The f o u n d a t i o n s o f i t s o u t e r w a l l s 
were n e a r l y 5 f e e t w ide and between 
them were two rows o f bases f o r p i e r s 
o r co lumns . A l t h o u g h the f o u n d a t i o n s 
had been l a r g e l y removed d u r i n g t he 
e a r l y M idd le A g e s , the l i t t l e t h a t 
s u r v i v e d showed t h a t t he b u i l d e r s had 
used the r u b b l e l e f t by the d e m o l i t i o n 
o f the p r e v i o u s b u i l d i n g s o n the s i t e . 
One i n t e r e s t i n g and unusual f e a t u r e 
was t h a t t hese f o u n d a t i o n s were o n l y 
s h a l l o w and had rows of wooden p i l e s 2 
met res long d r i v e n i n beneath them in 
o r d e r t o p r o v i d e s t a b i l i t y . O f c o u r s e 
the p i l e s had long s i n c e r o t t e d away 
but t hey had l e f t h o l e s l o o s e l y f i l l e d 
w i t h e a r t h t h a t had t r i c k l e d i n a s the 
p i l e s t hemse l ves d e c a y e d . A b u i l d i n g 
of t h i s t y p e or p l a n , known as a bas-
i l i c a , was commonly c o n s t r u c t e d when a 
l a r g e h a l l was r e q u i r e d f o r p u b l i c 



* E x c a v a t i o n of a s k e l e t o n b u r i e d some 
t ime between the end of the Roman 
P e r i o d and the e a r l y Midd le A g e s . 

p u r p o s e s , such as a market h a l l or 
e x e r c i s e h a l l a t t a c h e d t o p u b l i c 
b a t h s . I t i s l i k e l y t h a t t h i s b u i l d -
ing was c o n s t r u c t e d as a c h u r c h : i t s 
form and da te make t h i s a p o s s i b i l i t y 
bu t i n t he absence o f f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e 
i t s f u n c t i o n must remain u n c e r t a i n . 
The b u i l d i n g e x t e n d s beyond t he l i m i t s 
of the p r e s e n t e x c a v a t i o n but we hope 
to f i n d I t s w e s t e r n end when we 
examine the a rea to the sou th o f the 
o l d P u b l i c L i b r a r y . 

A f t e r t h e Roman P e r i o d 

As a r e s u l t o f med ieva l c u l t i v a t i o n , 
the f l o o r s o f the b a s i l i c a n b u i l d i n g 
no l o n g e r s u r v i v e d and i t was imposs-
i b l e t o t e l l i f t h e r e were any sub-
sequent p e r i o d s of Roman occupa t i on on 
the s i t e . The o n l y obv ious e v i d e n c e 
f o r a c t i v i t y b e f o r e t he 11th o r 12th 
c e n t u r y , when most of the Roman 
f o u n d a t i o n s were robbed o f t h e i r 
s t o n e s , c o n s i s t e d o f two g r a v e s , one 
bad ly d i s t u r b e d but the o t h e r c o n t a i n -
ing a s k e l e t o n complete but f o r t he 
s k u l l , f ragments o f wh ich were found 
1n an a d j a c e n t l a t e r p i t . These 
g r a v e s a r e ha rd t o date c l o s e l y and 
be long to the p e r i o d between the end 
of the Roman town and the e a r l y Midd le 
A g e s . The s i t e remained as unoccup ied 
ground o r gardens u n t i l t he 19th 
c e n t u r y . 

N .A . Smith 

SOME F I N D S 

A small e x h i b i t i o n of some of the most 
r e c e n t f i n d s i s o n v i e w i n t he C a s t l e 
Museum. Wh i l e t h e e x c a v a t i o n con-
t i n u e s pho tog raphs and p lans may be 
seen i n t h e e x h i b i t i o n hu t o n s i t e . 

P robab l y t he most i n t e r e s t i n g smal l 
f i n d t o da te f rom the C u l v e r S t r e e t 
e x c a v a t i o n was found j u s t b e f o r e 
Ch r i s tmas ( t o p ) . I t i s a bone hand le 
f rom a n i r o n c l a s p k n i f e ( s u r v i v i n g 
l e n g t h 7 c m ) . The hand le is c a r v e d , 
r a t h e r c r u d e l y , 1n the shape of a 
human f i g u r e , a lmost c e r t a i n l y fema le 
though t h e r e is no apparen t b u s t , 
naked but f o r d r a p e r y around the h i p s , 
and end ing a t t he k n e e s . The edge o f 
the r i g h t s i d e o f the f i g u r e 1s b roken 
o f f f r om s h o u l d e r t o h i p , bu t t r a c e s 
o f the s l i t f o r the k n i f e b lade can be 
s e e n , and p a r t o f t he b lade s u r v i v e s , 
c o r r o d e d to t he t h i g h . The b lade was 
f i x e d i n t h e bot tom o f the h a n d l e , an 
o v a l - s e c t i o n band, wh i ch was appar-
e n t l y c o v e r e d w i t h a c o l l a r o f b r o n z e , 
o n l y t r a c e s o f w h i c h s u r v i v e . The 
f i g u r e has a n e l a b o r a t e h a i r - s t y l e , 
w i t h one l ock o f h a i r f a l l i n g o v e r t he 
l e f t s h o u l d e r . Wrapped around t h e 
h i p s and c l i m b i n g up t he t o r s o is a 
s n a k e , t h e head o f wh i ch r e s t s on o r 
below the l e f t b r e a s t . The f i g u r e i s 
p r o b a b l y M i n e r v a , who i s r e p r e s e n t e d 
on k n i f e hand les f rom London and Si lchester . She is sometimes shown in 
a s s o c i a t i o n with a snake , or with a 
s n a k e - h a i r e d Medusa m e d a l l i o n on her 
b r e a s t . 

Fragments o f a p i p e c l a y f i g u r i n e o f 
M ine rva w i t h a Medusa m e d a l l i o n have 
a l s o been found a t C u l v e r S t r e e t . The 
f i g u r i n e (bo t tom) shows the goddess 
s e a t e d , and p o s s i b l y r e p r e s e n t s 
M inerva in her c a p a c i t y as a h e a l e r , 
as does the k n i f e h a n d l e , r a t h e r than 
i n her usua l w a r l i k e a s p e c t . 

Nina Crummy 
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T H E R O M A N 
T H E A T R E 

A n impo r t an t f e a t u r e o f e v e r y l a r g e 
Roman town was i t s t h e a t r e so t h a t the 
r e c e n t c o n f i r m a t i o n o f the supposed 
s i t e o f the t h e a t r e a t C o l c h e s t e r i s a 
most s i g n i f i c a n t and e x c i t i n g s tep 
f o r w a r d in t he s t u d y o f t he Roman 
s e t t l e m e n t . 

The d i s c o v e r y was made in p a r t o f the 
area now being r e d e v e l o p e d f o r hous ing 
by the C o l c h e s t e r Borough C o u n c i l as 
i t s 'Du tch Q u a r t e r Phase 3 ' scheme. 
H e r e , w i t h the c o - o p e r a t i o n o f the 
Borough Counc i l and as p a r t of a MSC 
You th O p p o r t u n i t i e s P r o j e c t , a smal l 
a r c h a e l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n was under-
taken at a spo t a d j a c e n t to where in 
1891 s e v e r a l l a r g e w a l l s were f o u n d , 
one o f wh ich was a p p a r e n t l y c u r v e d . 
As a r e s u l t p a r t s o f two f o u n d a t i o n s 
were f o u n d , each f i v e f e e t w ide and 
c u r v e d , s h a r i n g a common c e n t r e . Be-
tween t hese was a w e l l - p r e s e r v e d 
mor ta r f l o o r wh i ch formed a passage . 
When p l o t t e d and p r o j e c t e d , t hese 
w a l l s f i t i n v e r y w e l l w i t h the s t r e e t 
sys tem of the town as r e c o n s t r u c t e d on 
the bas i s o f the v a r i o u s d i s c o v e r i e s 
and r e c o r d s o f s t r e e t s go ing back o v e r 
many y e a r s . Moreover the d iamete r 
formed by t h e s e w a l l s and s t r e e t s co-
i n c i d e s w i t h the n o r t h w a l l o f S t 
H e l e n ' s C h a p e l . T h i s w a l l has long 
been though t to have been of Roman 

o r i g i n ; Roman masonry i s c l e a r l y 
v i s i b l e a t i t s f o o t and h i g h e r u p , 
beh ind t he s u r f a c e a p p l i e d d u r i n g t he 
V i c t o r i a n r e s t o r a t i o n , much i f no t a l l 
o f t he w a l l may be o f t h i s p e r i o d . 

The chapel has t r a d i t i o n a l l y been a s s 
o c i a t e d w i t h Roman t imes s i n c e f rom 
p a r t o f the s o - c a l l e d ' C o l c h e s t e r 
C h r o n i c l e ' ( a b r i e f and r a t h e r d i f f -
i c u l t med ieva l t e x t ) w e a re t o l d t h a t 
the chapel was though t to have been 
b u i l t by St He lena and we can i n f e r 
t h a t i t was r e s t o r e d 1n the l a t e 11th 
o r e a r l y 12th c e n t u r y . But why was 
p a r t o f t he t h e a t r e t hough t t o have 
been a chape l? A f t e r t he end of t he 
Roman p e r i o d e i t h e r the Roman b u i l d i n g 
was m i s u n d e r s t o o d and w r o n g l y i d e n t -
i f i e d as a chapel ( w h i c h is the most 

* R e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f the t h e a t r e and 
a d j a c e n t Temple o f C l a u d i u s . P a r t o f 
a d rawing by P e t e r F r o s t e (shown in 
Ca ta logue 9 ) . 


