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The Colchester Archaeologist is an annual magazine which replaced Catalogue, the
newsletter published twice yearly since 1976 by the Colchester Archaeological
Trust and the Friends of the Colchester Archaeological Trust.

THE FRIENDS
OF THE
COLCHESTER ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST

If you would like future issues of The Colchester Archaeologist posted to
you direct, then why not consider joining the Friends of the Colchester Ar-
chaeological Trust?

The Friends of the Colchester Archaeological Trust exists to keep inter-
ested members of the public in touch with the archaeological work in the his-
toric town of Colchester. Members receive The Colchester Archaeologist, at-
tend an annual lecture about the previous year's work, are given conducted
tours of current sites, and can take part in a programme of visits to ar-
chaeological sites and monuments in the area. Publication of The Colchester
Archaeologist is helped by funds provided by the Friends.

The annual subscription rates are as follows: Adults and Institutions £2.50,
Family membership £3.00, Children and Students £1.50. Subscriptions should
be sent to Liz Bourton, Honorary Treasurer, Friends of the Colchester Ar-
chaeological Trust, 31 Windermere Road, Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 1LR.



the chapel on
the roof

the remains of the lost chapel
on the top of

actically all of the chapel in
olchester Castle was destroyed
about three hundred years ago
when much of the Castle was knock-
ed down for building rubble. It was
hard going — gunpowder and power-
ful screws had to be used. The walls
of the upper part, being pierced by
large windows and lateral passages,
were eventually cleared away. But
the lower part was too solidly built
and stubbornly refused to be
destroyed. Eventually, the demolition
men gave up and the dreadfully-muti-
lated castle was sold. Fortunately,
within about twenty years, the Castle
found its way into the hands of Char-
les Gray, an antiquarian and later
the member of Parliament for Col-
chester, who repaired the building
with great care and dedication.

The level of the floor of the chapel
corresponds with the position of the
present roof of the castle. The little that
survives of the chapel consists of the
stump of the outer wall and the base of
the floor. The remains have been hid-

Colchester's

eleventh-century

castle

go on permanent display

den away for up to 200 years under a
series of tiled roofs. But these have
recently been removed as part of a plan
to put the remains on permanent display.

After the roofs were taken down, the
Colchester Archaeological Trust carried
out what in effect was the town's
highest-ever excavation. It had been
hoped that the floor of the chapel

would survive and that the stumps would
be found of stone pillars which formed
aisles in the building (like the chapel in
the White Tower of London).

The base of the chapel's outer wall
still stands to an impressive height of six

feet or so but nothing exists of the
original Norman floor. Instead was a
neatly-paved surface of bricks and re-
used Roman brick. This was laid to
provide a water-tight cover over the
crypt below and is almost certainly yet
more work of Charles Gray.

The remains are to be displayed in a
new building being specially built for the
purpose on the Castle roof. The new
structure has been designed so that it will
be practically invisible from the ground
and not affect the look of the Castle. It is
to house the fine mosaic pavement found
in 1978 during the Middleborough ex-
cavations.

The builder's merchants, Kent Blaxill,
are sponsoring the chapel project as
part of their celebrations to mark 150
years of trading in Colchester. Other sup-
port is being provided by the Association
of Business Sponsorship of the Arts,
Colchester Borough, and English
Heritage. The architects are Purcell,
Miller, Tritton. and Partners.

Philip  Crummy

Left: artist's impression of the new building
over the chapel remains. For clarity, the
walls have been omitted from the illustration.

Overleaf: the remains of the chapel after
excavation. At thefar end is the apse where
the altar would had stood and on the right is
a small side chapel. The paved surface is the
18lh-century repair of Charles Gray. The
people show the likely positions of the
original columns — if these ever existed.










