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Circus revealed 
It's been a year since the first report of the newly-discovered Roman 

circus appeared in the pages of The Colchester Archaeologist. 
Although there have been no more large area excavations since then, 

a series of small trenches has since been dug in various key places 
which has revealed the extent and plan of the building and dispelled 

any lingering doubts that it was indeed a circus. 

A n ear ly c l a i m i n t h e l o c a l n e w s p a p e r s 
w a s t h a t w e h a d f o u n d t h e l a r g e s t c i r cus 
o u t s i d e I ta ly . W e n e v e r m a d e th i s c l a i m 
a n d never t h o u g h t a t a n y p o i n t i n o u r 
i nves t i ga t i ons t h a t t h i s m i g h t h a v e b e e n 
t h e case . H o w e v e r i n t e r e s t i n g l y e n o u g h , 
i t i s n o w c l e a r t h a t t h e c i r cus a t C o l -
ches te r w a s a r o u n d 4 4 8 m l o n g w h i c h 
m e a n s t h a t , a l t h o u g h n o t t h e l o n g e s t 
ou t s i de I ta ly , i t is sti l l neve r t he less o n e of 
t h e l o n g e s t k n o w n . 

O n e o f t h e m a i n d e v e l o p m e n t s i n o u r 
e x p l o r a t i o n o f t h e b u i l d i n g re la tes t o i ts 
o r i e n t a t i o n . T h i s has b e e n a s tory -
l i teral ly - o f tw is ts a n d t u r n s w h i c h w a s 
al l a b o u t t r y i n g t o d e t e r m i n e w h i c h w a y 
r o u n d t h e b u i l d i n g h a d b e e n . A y e a r a g o 
w e h a d m a n a g e d t o es tab l i sh t h a t w e 
w e r e d e a l i n g w i t h a b u i l d i n g w h i c h w a s 
a b o u t 74 m w i d e a n d a t leas t 3 5 0 m 
l o n g , b u t w e h a d n o t i d e n t i f i e d a n y o f 
t h e d is t inc t ive f e a t u r e s s u c h as a 
semic i r cu la r e n d , a r o w o f s t a r t i ng g a t e s 
o r a cen t ra l bar r ie r w h i c h w o u l d p rove 
t h e b u i l d i n g to h a v e b e e n a c i r cus . S i nce 
near ly a l l c i rcuses w e r e b e t w e e n 3 5 0 
a n d 4 5 0 m in l e n g t h , i t w a s c l e a r t h a t i f 
t h e b u i l d i n g h a d i n d e e d b e e n a c i r cus 
t h e n w e shou ld f i n d t h e e n d s o f i t i f w e 
c o u l d on l y t r a c e i t just a l i t t le b i t f u r t h e r 

i n e a c h d i r e c t i o n . A l t h o u g h t h e r e i s n o 
c o n s i s t e n c y i n t h e o r i e n t a t i o n o f c i r cuses 
g e n e r a l l y , t h o s e t h a t w e r e e a s t - w e s t o r 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y s o n e a r l y a l w a y s h a d t h e i r 
s t a r t i n g g a t e s a t t h e i r w e s t e n d s . A n d 
th i s i s w h a t w e s u p p o s e d w o u l d b e t h e 
c a s e a t C o l c h e s t e r w h e n t h e c i r cus w a s 
d i s c o v e r e d . I n o t h e r w o r d s , w e e x p e c t e d 
t h e e a s t e n d o f t h e c i r cus t o h a v e b e e n 
s e m i c i r c u l a r i n s h a p e a n d t h e w e s t e n d 
t o b e s q u a r e d o f f ( o r a t l eas t a p p r o x i 
m a t e l y so) s o a s t o f o r m t h e r o w o f 
s t a r t i n g g a t e s . 

West end 
W e t h e n se t a b o u t t r y i n g t o f i n d t h e w e s t 
e n d o f t h e c i r cus b y f o l l o w i n g t h e 
f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e s o u t h w a l l i n t h e 
e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t i t w o u l d s u d d e n l y s t o p 
a n d t u r n s h a r p l y n o r t h w a r d s i n t o t h e 
s t a r t i n g g a t e s . T h e t e c h n i q u e w a s n o t a 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s u b t l e o n e - we s i m p l y d u g a 
n a r r o w t r e n c h w e s t w a r d s a l o n g t h e l ine 
o f t h e o u t e r w a l l f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e s o u t h 
s ide o f t h e c i r c u s h o p i n g t h a t i t w o u l d 
s u d d e n l y s t o p . T o o u r d e l i g h t a n d re l ie f , 
w e f o u n d t h a t t h e f o u n d a t i o n very s o o n 
b e g a n t o d e v i a t e f r o m its s t r a i g h t c o u r s e 
s h o w i n g t h a t a n e n d w a s i n d e e d n e a r . 
B u t t h e d e v i a t i o n w a s i n t h e s h a p e o f a 

g e n t l e c u r v e n o t t h e e x p e c t e d s h a r p 
b e n d . T h i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e w e s t e n d 
w a s i n t h e s h a p e o f a s e m i c i r c l e a n d t h e 
s t a r t i n g g a t e s m u s t t h e r e f o r e h a v e b e e n 
a t t h e e a s t e n d - t h e reverse o f w h a t w e 
h a d e x p e c t e d . H o w e v e r t h i s a p p a r e n t 
c h a n g e o f o r i e n t a t i o n w a s n o t s e e n a s 
a n y p r o b l e m s i n c e w h a t w a s i m p o r t a n t 
w a s t h a t w e h a d f o u n d o n e o f its e n d s 
a n d t h e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e b u i l d i n g a s 
a c i r cus w a s m o r e c e r t a i n . 

T i m e T e a m t u r n e d u p a b o u t t h i s p o i n t 
a n d s ho r t l y a f t e r w a r d s w e h a d o u r p u b l i c 
o p e n d a y . T h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s w h i c h h a d 
t a k e n p l a c e u p u n t i l t h i s t i m e h a d b e e n 
i n p l a c e s w h i c h h a d i n e f f e c t b e e n 
d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e d e v e l o p e r a n d t h e 
n e e d s o f t h e h o u s i n g d e v e l o p m e n t . 
W h a t w e n e e d e d t o d o n o w w a s t o d i g a 
n u m b e r o f s m a l l t r e n c h e s i n key l oc 
a t i o n s w h i c h w o u l d a l l o w t h e p l a n o f t h e 
c i r cus t o b e r e c o v e r e d . F o r t u n a t e l y t h e 
T i m e T e a m w e r e a b l e t o f u n d s o m e 
t r e n c h e s (six o f t h e m ) a n d o t h e r s w e r e 
s u b s e q u e n t l y s p o n s o r e d b y t h e F r i ends 
o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t 
a n d t h e n e w c o r p o r a t e m e m b e r s , 
espec ia l l y t h e a r c h i t e c t s P la te r 
C l a i b o r n e . 
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Lef t : r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r 

c i r cus v i e w e d f r o m t h e s o u t h - e a s t b y 

Peter F ros te . 

A b o v e : r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f R o m a n 

C o l c h e s t e r i n c A D 2 0 0 v i e w e d f r o m 

t h e s o u t h - w e s t b y Pe te r F ros te . 

R igh t : p l a n a f t h e R o m a n C o l c h e s t e r 

a n d its c i r cus s h o w i n g c o n t o u r s . 

T h e f i rs t o f t h e t r e n c h e s w e r e l o c a t e d a t 
t h e w e s t e n d o f t h e c i r cus . T h e i r 
p u r p o s e w a s t o t r a c e t h e c u r v e seen i n 
t h e ea r l i e r e x c a v a t i o n . As a p r e l i m i n a r y 
t o a l l t h i s , w e a s k e d T i m D e n n i s o f t h e 
Un i ve r s i t y o f Essex t o ca r r y o u t s o m e 
g e o p h y s i c a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n s to see i f i t 
w o u l d b e poss i b l e t o d e t e c t t h e r e m a i n s 
o f t h e c i r cus w i t h o u t t h e n e e d f o r 
d i g g i n g . G e o p h y s i c s c a n p r o d u c e g r e a t 
resu l ts w i t h very c l e a r i m a g e s m a p p i n g 
o u t b u r i e d f e a t u r e s s u c h a s p i ts , 
d i t c h e s , a n d f o u n d a t i o n s , b u t g r o u n d 
c o n d i t i o n s v a r y a n d resu l ts c a n b e 
u n p r e d i c t a b l e . I n o n e p l a c e , g e o 
phys ics r e v e a l e d t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e 
s o u t h s t a n d very c lea r l y , b u t i t w a s in a 
p l a c e w h e r e t h e y h a d a l r e a d y b e e n 
l o c a t e d t h r o u g h t r e n c h i n g . U n f o r t u n -
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P lan o f t h e c i rcus i n r e l a t i o n t o t h e p r e c i n c t w a l l o f S t J o h n ' s A b b e y . 

Who paid to have the circus built? 

T h e a n s w e r t o th i s q u e s t i o n l ies i n t h e 

ex te rna l bu t t resses p l a c e d a l o n g t h e 

ou t s i de o f t h e b u i l d i n g t o c o u n t e r a c t 

t h e o u t w a r d t h r u s t o f t h e t i e r e d s e a t i n g 

a n d t h e p e o p l e s i t t i ng o n it. T h e 

shapes a n d s p a c i n g o f t h e bu t t resses 

va r i ed f r o m p l a c e t o p l a c e . I n t h e 

la rges t o f t h e a r e a s e x c a v a t e d (S i te T W 

J East) , t h e s t a n d w a s sp l i t i n t o t w o 

sec t ions by a cross p a s s a g e on e i t h e r 

s ide o f w h i c h t h e p a t t e r n o f bu t t resses 

w a s d i f f e ren t . T w o m o r e p a t t e r n s 

ev iden t e l s e w h e r e (Si tes T W C I a n d 

C2) b r i ng t h e t o t a l n u m b e r t o f o u r 

t hus g i v i ng t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h e 

c i rcus h a d b e e n bu i l t i n sec t i ons on a 

p i e c e m e a l basis . T h e s e d i f f e r e n c e s 

sugges t t h a t t h e s t a n d w a s f u n d e d b y 

w e a l t h y loca l c i t i zens , e a c h p a y i n g f o r 

t he i r o w n sec t i on i n a m a n n e r f o r 

w h i c h t h e r e i s s o m e i n s c r i p t i o n a l 

ev idence a t t h e c i rcuses i n Lyon i n 

F rance a n d Luz i n P o r t u g a l . 



ate ly , t h e w e s t e n d p r o v e d t o b e m u c h 
h a r d e r w i t h resu l ts t h a t w e r e h a r d t o 
i n t e r p r e t w i t h m u c h c o n f i d e n c e . 

T h e f i rs t t r e n c h a t t h e w e s t e n d w a s s i ted 
i n t h e g a r d e n o f t h e S e r g e a n t s ' M e s s s o 
a s t o tes t t h e i d e a t h a t t h e w e s t e n d o f 
t h e c i r cus w a s i n t h e s h a p e o f a 
s e m i c i r c l e . B u t n o f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e 
f o u n d . W e r e t h e y m i s s i n g b e c a u s e t h e y 
h a d n o t su rv i ved o r w a s t h e e n d n o t 
s e m i c i r c u l a r - s h a p e d a t a l l? A n o t h e r 
t r e n c h w a s p l a c e d t o f o l l o w t h e g e n t l e 
c u r v e o f t h e s o u t h w a l l a s f a r w e s t a s 
poss ib l e . A l t h o u g h i t s h o w e d t h e c u r v e 
t o c o n t i n u e , t h e r e w a s a h i n t t h a t t h e 
c u r v e w a s b e c o m i n g t o o s t e e p f o r a 
s i m p l e s e m i c i r c l e . M a y b e o u r t r e n c h i n 
t h e g a r d e n o f t h e S e r g e a n t s ' M e s s h a d 
n o t b e e n l o n g e n o u g h a n d w e h a d 
m i s s e d it? W e w e n t b a c k t o t h e g a r d e n 
t o d i g a s e c o n d t r e n c h a n d f i n d o u t . T h i s 
t i m e - s u c c e s s ! T w o s m a l l p a t c h e s o f 
g r e e n s a n d f o u n d a t i o n s i n t h e t r e n c h 
s h o w e d t h a t w e h a d f i n a l l y f o u n d t h e 
w e s t e n d , b u t i t w a s f u r t h e r eas t t h a n w e 
h a d e x p e c t e d a n d n o t i n t h e s h a p e o f 
s e m i c i r c l e a t a l l b u t a s t r a i g h t n o r t h -
s o u t h l i ne w i t h e n d s w h i c h c u r v e d 
i n w a r d s w h e r e t h e y j o i n e d t h e n o r t h a n d 
s o u t h s ides o f t h e c i r c u s . T h e p l a n 

a p p e a r e d t o s h o w t h a t t h e s t a r t i n g g a t e s 
m u s t h a v e b e e n a t t h e w e s t e n d o f t h e 
c i r cus a f t e r a l l - j us t as we h a d t h o u g h t 
w h e n t h e c i r cus w a s f i rs t d i s c o v e r e d . 
Cu rves a t e i t h e r e n d o f t h e s t a r t i n g g a t e s 
i s n o t a n o r m a l f e a t u r e o f c i r cuses b u t , 
as i t h a p p e n s , i t i s n o t u n k n o w n b e c a u s e 
t h e w e l l - p r e s e r v e d c i r cus a t M c r i d a i n 
S p a i n i s a r r a n g e d in j us t t h i s w a y . 

East end 
A t t e n t i o n s w i t c h e d t o t h e o t h e r e n d o f 
t h e c i r cus w h e r e t h e s e m i c i r c u l a r e n d 
w a s n o w e x p e c t e d . W e n e e d e d t o f i n d 
t h e e n d s o t h a t w e c o u l d c o n f i r m i ts 
s h a p e a n d w o r k o u t t h e o v e r a l l l e n g t h o f 
t h e c i r cus . T h e A r m y a g a i n r ead i l y g a v e 
p e r m i s s i o n t o d i g m o r e t r e n c h e s o n t h e i r 
l a n d , t h i s t i m e i n t h e i r h e a d q u a r t e r s a t 
F lags ta f f H o u s e . T h e f i r s t t r e n c h w a s 
s i ted w h e r e t h e resu l ts o f T i m ' s g e o 
phys i ca l su rvey s e e m e d to h i n t a t a 
c u r v e d f e a t u r e w h i c h m i g h t c o r r e s p o n d 
t h e e a s t e n d o f t h e c i r c u s . A s s o m e t i m e s 
p roves t o t h e c a s e , t h i s t u r n e d o u t t o b e 
i l lusory . A s e c o n d t r e n c h w a s s i ted t o 
cross t h e l i ke ly s i te o f t h e e a s t e n d b a s e d 
pa r t l y o n a c u r i o u s c h a n g e i n t h e 
a l i g n m e n t o f t h e p r e c i n c t w a l l o f S t 
J o h n ' s A b b e y a n d pa r t l y b y t a k i n g i n t o 

a c c o u n t c e r t a i n d i m e n s i o n s i n s o m e 
w e l l - e x p l o r e d c i rcuses e l sewhere i n t h e 
R o m a n w o r l d . T h e t r e n c h p roved t o b e 
w e l l s i ted a n d t h e eas t e n d o f t h e c i rcus 
w a s f i x e d i n t h e g r o u n d . A n o t h e r t r e n c h 
w a s d u g a l i t t le t o t h e n o r t h t o c o n f i r m 
t h e c u r v e , w h i c h i t d i d . A n u n e x p e c t e d 
b o n u s w a s t h e d iscovery o f a R o m a n 
g r a v e h a r d u p a g a i n s t t h e eas t side o f 
t h e o u t e r f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e c i rcus. Its 
p r e s e n c e s u g g e s t e d t h a t w e h a d 
r e a c h e d t h e e n d o f t h e c i rcus because 
n o bu r i a l s h a v e b e e n f o u n d ins ide t h e 
b u i l d i n g , a n d its o r i e n t a t i o n c o n f i r m e d 
t h e c u r v e b e c a u s e t h e b o d y h a d been 
b u r i e d on a n o r t h - e a s t - s o u t h - w e s t a l i g n 
m e n t ( a t a t a n g e n t t o t h e c i rcus wa l l ) . 

T h e s i te o f t h e c i r cus ove r laps t h e 
p r e c i n c t o f S t J o h n ' s A b b e y . M e d i e v a l 
p o t t e r y i n t h e pa r t l y r e m o v e d ( ' r obbed ' ) 
f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e c i r cus raises t h e 
poss ib i l i t y t h a t t h e c i r cus w a s stil l 
s t a n d i n g as a r u i n i n t h e 1 3 t h o r 14 th 
c e n t u r i e s . S i nc e S t J o h n ' s A b b e y was 
f o u n d e d c 1 0 9 5 , we n e e d to ask i f i t w a s 
st i l l s t a n d i n g w h e n t h e a b b e y w a s 
f o u n d e d a n d i f so , w h a t w a s t h e n a t u r e 
o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
b u i l d i n g s . T h e a l i g n m e n t o f t h e c i rcus 
s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n very c l ose t o t h a t o f 

A b o v e : par ts o f g r e e n s a n d f o u n d a t i o n s 

i n t h e g a r d e n o f t h e S e r g e a n t s ' M e s s ' . 

T h e y a p p e a r t o b e p a r t o f t h e r e m a i n s 

o f t h e s t a r t i ng g a t e s a t t h e w e s t e n d o f 

t h e c i r cus . 

Far lef t : p l a n o f t h e c i r cus a t M e r i d a i n 

S p a i n ( cou r tesy o f T r i n i d a d N o g a l e s 

B a s a r r a t e , M u s e o N a c i o n a l d e A r t e 

R o m a n o ) . 

Lef t : t h e c u r v e d w e s t e n d o f t h e s o u t h 

f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r c i r cus . 

T h e e q u i v a l e n t cu rve i n t h e M e r i d a 

c i r cus i s s h o w n o n t h e M e r i d a p l a n 

by * 
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A b o v e : d i g g i n g i n t h e rose g a r d e n i n 

t h e A r m y h e a d q u a r t e r s . T h e t r e n c h w a s 

c u t ac ross t h e eas t e n d o f t h e c i r cus . 

B e l o w : t h e d e p r e s s i o n pa r t l y o b s c u r e d 

by t h e rose is a t r e n c h e x t e n d i n g r i g h t 

t o le f t w h i c h o r i g i n a l l y c o n t a i n e d t h e 

f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e o u t e r w a l l o f t h e 

c u r v e d eas t e n d o f t h e c i r cus . T h e t w o 

b o n e s i n f r o n t o f i t a r e t h e f e m u r s o f a n 

a d u l t w h o w a s b u r i e d h a r d u p a g a i n s t 

t h e ou t s i de o f t h e w a l l . 

t h e s o u t h w a l l o f t h e a b b e y p r e c i n c t . I n 
p a r t i c u l a r , t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e c e n t r a l 
ba r r i e r s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n very c lose t o 
t h a t o f t h e s o u t h w a l l o f t h e a b b e y 
p r e c i n c t . C o u l d p a r t o f t h e ba r r i e r h a v e 
b e e n i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h e a b b e y w a l l ? 
T h i s is n o t as s t r a n g e a poss ib i l i t y as i t 
m i g h t s e e m s i n c e t h e a b b e y w a s 
f o u n d e d b y t h e N o r m a n b a r o n E u d o 
D a p i f e r w h o b u i l t C o l c h e s t e r C a s t l e i n 
s u c h a w a y as t o d e l i b e r a t e l y i n c o r p o r a t e 
t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e g r e a t R o m a n 
t e m p l e w h i c h h a d d o m i n a t e d t h e 
e a s t e r n h a l f o f t h e R o m a n t o w n . C o u l d 
h e h a v e d o n e s o m e t h i n g s i m i l a r h e r e 
a n d i n c l u d e d p a r t o f t h e c i r cus i n t h e 
a b b e y w a l l o f S t J o h n ' s A b b e y ? T o 
e x p l o r e t h i s poss ib i l i t y , a s m a l l t r e n c h 
w a s d u g a t t h e b a s e o f a s t u m p o f 
p r e c i n c t w a l l w h i c h surv ives n e x t t o 
F l a g s t a f f H o u s e . T h e resu l t o f t h e 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n w a s i n c o n c l u s i v e . T h e 
f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e w a l l p r o v e d t o b e 
m e d i e v a l r a t h e r t h a n R o m a n a n d n o 
s i g n w a s f o u n d o f t h e c e n t r a l ba r r ie r . 
H o w e v e r , t h e t r e n c h w a s s m a l l a n d t h e 
poss ib i l i t y o f reuse o f t h e c e n t r a l ba r r i e r 
st i l l c a n n o t be r u l e d o u t . I t 's a p r o b l e m 
w h i c h w i l l n e e d t o le f t f o r t h e f u t u r e . 

Central barr ier 
T h e c e n t r a l ba r r i e r r e m a i n e d e lus i ve . A n 
e a r l i e r t r e n c h pa r t l y f u n d e d b y T i m e 
T e a m f a i l e d t o l o c a t e a n y t h i n g o f t h e 
b a r r i e r a t its w e s t e n d m a k i n g i t a p p e a r 
a s i f its f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e t o o s h a l l o w t o 
h a v e s u r v i v e d . H o w e v e r by a s t r o k e o f 
g r e a t l u c k , t h e d e v e l o p e r s n e e d e d t o d i g 
a d e e p t r e n c h f o r a m a j o r n e w d r a i n a g e 
s y s t e m w h i c h w a s d u e t o c ross t h e c i r cus 
i n v a r i o u s p l a c e s i n c l u d i n g a l m o s t 
e x a c t l y i n t h e m i d d l e o f w h e r e t h e 
c e n t r a l b a r r i e r s h o u l d b e . T h e 
d e v e l o p e r s , T a y l o r W o o d r o w , k i n d l y 
f u n d e d t h e e x c a v a t i o n o f t h o s e pa r t s o f 
t h e i r t r e n c h w h i c h w e r e t o c u t t h r o u g h 
t h e s t a n d s a n d c e n t r a l ba r r i e r o f t h e 

c i r c u s . T h e t r e n c h ac ross t h e s o u t h 
s t a n d p r o v e d i n t e r e s t i n g b e c a u s e i t 
r e v e a l e d t h e r e m a i n s o f a n o r t h - s o u t h 
f o u n d a t i o n w h i c h , b e i n g d i r ec t l y s o u t h 
o f t h e c e n t r e o f t h e c e n t r a l ba r r i e r a n d 
t h u s p r e - s u m a b l y o p p o s i t e t h e f i n i s h i n g 
l i ne , m a y h a v e b e e n p a r t o f t h e j u d g e s ' 
b o x . T h e c e n t r a l ba r r i e r i tsel f t u r n e d o u t 
t o b e e x a c t l y w h e r e e x p e c t e d . Its 
f o u n d a t i o n s a g a i n s e e m t o h a v e b e e n 
t o o s h a l l o w t o h a v e su rv i ved b u t its 
p o s i t i o n w a s m a r k e d by t h e b a s e o f a 
s u b s t a n t i a l f o u n d a t i o n o f m o r t a r e d 
g r e e n s a n d r u b b l e a b o u t 3 . 8 m s q u a r e . 
O n l y a b o u t a q u a r t e r o f t h e l o w e r p a r t o f 
t h e b a s e s u r v i v e d , t h e rest h a v i n g e i t h e r 
b e e n r o b b e d o u t m u c h e a r l i e r f o r its 
b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s o r d e s t r o y e d w h e n a 
se rv i ce t r e n c h w a s c u t t h r o u g h i t i n t h e 
re la t i ve ly r e c e n t p a s t . 

T h e f o u n d a t i o n c l ea r l y s u p p o r t e d a n 
i m p o r t a n t m o n u m e n t n e a r t h e c e n t r e o f 
t h e c e n t r a l ba r r i e r . B u t w h a t c o u l d th i s 
h a v e b e e n ? M o s t c i r cuses s e e m t o h a v e 
h a d a n o b e l i s k i n t h e c e n t r e o f t h e 
c e n t r a l ba r r i e r . W e c a n n o t b e s u r e t h a t 
every c i r cus h a d o n e b u t i m a g e s o f 
c i r cuses s u c h a s a r e f o u n d o n m o s a i c s , 
g lass c u p s , a n d s a r c o p h a g i a l w a y s s h o w 
o n e , s o i t s e e m s l ike ly t h a t t h e c i r c u s a t 
C o l c h e s t e r w o u l d h a v e b e e n n o 

T h e r e m a i n s o f t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f a 

m a j o r m o n u m e n t n e a r t h e c e n t r e o f 

t h e c e n t r a l ba r r i e r . T h e B r y a n t H o m e s 

m a r k e t i n g su i t e i s v i s ib le i n t h e 

b a c k g r o u n d . 



d i f f e r e n t . O b e l i s k s r a n g e d f r o m 1 5 t o 3 0 
m o r so i n h e i g h t m a k i n g i t h a r d to 
i m a g i n e e v e n a s m a l l o b e l i s k s t a n d i n g 
o n w h a t a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a 
re la t i ve ly s h a l l o w f o u n d a t i o n . T h e 
f o u n d a t i o n w e f o u n d i n t h e c e n t r a l 
ba r r i e r a t C o l c h e s t e r s e e m s t o h a v e 
b e e n c l ose t o t h e c e n t r e o f t h e b a r r i e r 
b u t n o t a t t h e e x a c t c e n t r e , b e i n g a s f a r 
as we c a n j u d g e a b o u t 4 m to t h e w e s t o f 
i t . T h i s p a r t o f t h e ba r r i e r m a y h a v e 
r e s e m b l e d t h e w e l l - p r e s e r v e d o n e o f t h e 
c i r cus a t Lep t i s M a g n a i n L ibya w h i c h 
h a d t h r e e m o n u m e n t s p l a c e d c l ose t o 
e a c h o t h e r . T h e c e n t r a l o n e i s t h o u g h t 
t o h a v e b e e n a g r a n i t e c o l u m n a n d t h e 
o t h e r t w o t h e bases o f p l i n t h s f o r 
s c u l p t u r e s . P e r h a p s t h e f o u n d a t i o n a t 
C o l c h e s t e r s u p p o r t e d a m o n u m e n t 
s h o w i n g C y b e l e a n d h e r l i ons w h o w a s 
f r e q u e n t l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h c i r cuses . 
C y b e l e w a s a n a t u r e g o d d e s s res
p o n s i b l e f o r t h e w i l d t h i n g s o f t h e e a r t h , 
b u t a s g u a r d i a n o f c i t ies a n d n a t i o n s , 
she w a s a l s o e n t r u s t e d w i t h t h e g e n e r a l 
w e l f a r e o f t h e p e o p l e . S h e w a s u s u a l l y 
s h o w n r i d i n g i n a c h a r i o t d r a w n by l i ons 
o r s e a t e d on a t h r o n e w i t h a l i on to 
e i t h e r s i de . O f c o u r s e w e a r e u n l i k e l y 
ever t o k n o w w h a t t h e f o u n d a t i o n 
s u p p o r t e d , b u t t h e i m p o r t a n t p o i n t i s 
t h a t i t t u r n e d u p i n t h e r i g h t p l a c e a n d 
p rov ides m o r e d e t a i l a b o u t t h e l a y o u t o f 
t h e c i r cus . 

Result... 
I n s u m m a r y t h e n , w e h a v e c o m e a l o n g 
w a y o v e r t h e las t y e a r i n t e r m s o f 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e c i r cus , b u t t h e r e i s 
sti l l a w a y t o g o . W e n o w k n o w w h i c h 
w a y r o u n d t h e b u i l d i n g f a c e d a n d w e 

C l e o p a t r a ' s N e e d l e in L o n d o n - a 3 , 5 0 0 

y e a r o l d E g y p t i a n o b e l i s k . 

h a v e m a n a g e d t o w o r k o u t its ove ra l l 
d i m e n s i o n s a n d p l a n . W e have f o u n d i t 
t o b e o n e o f t h e l onges t p rov inc ia l 
c i r cuses i n t h e R o m a n w o r l d , bu t i t w a s 
re la t i ve ly n a r r o w w i t h a c a p a c i t y o f up to 
a r o u n d 1 5 , 0 0 0 . W e be l ieve i t w a s 
p r o b a b l y b u i l t s e c t i o n by sec t ion i n t h e 
2 n d c e n t u r y w i t h s t o n e i m p o r t e d f r o m 
K e n t a n d p a i d f o r b y wea l t hy loca l 
i n h a b i t a n t s . T h e s ta r t i ng ga tes were a t 
t h e w e s t e n d b u t t h e i r p l a n i s yet t o be 
r e c o v e r e d . T h e c e n t r a l bar r ie r i s poor ly 
p r e s e r v e d . A l l t h a t surv ives of i t is l ikely 
t o b e t h e d e e p e s t f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e 
m o n u m e n t s ( a n d p e r h a p s lap counters ) 
w h i c h s t o o d i n i t . T h e c i r cus m a y have 
su rv i ved as a h u g e imp ress i ve ru in unt i l 
a t l eas t A D 1 1 0 0 w h e n conce i vab l y 
s t a n d i n g pa r t s o f i t w e r e i n c o r p o r a t e d 
i n t o t h e p r e c i n c t w a l l o f t h e med ieve l 
a b b e y o f S t J o h n ' s . T h e i nves t i ga t i ons 
a r e n o t y e t f i n i s h e d a n d t h e r e s h o u l d b e 
m o r e o p p o r t u n i t i e s o v e r t h e nex t f e w 
yea rs f o r f u r t h e r d i scove r i es a n d t h e 
recove ry o f m o r e d e t a i l w h i c h wi l l 
i n c r e a s e o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f th is 
i m p r e s s i v e a n d i m p o r t a n t m o n u m e n t o f 
t h e R o m a n t o w n . 

Philip Crummy 

We are grateful to Taylor Woodrow and Colchester 
Garrison and Major Casey for their permision and 
support for the excavations at the circus and to 
Robert Masefield of RPS who has managed most 
of the investigations on their befalf. We also much 
appreciate the financial support of the Friends of 
the Trust and its corporate members. 

Future developments 

N o t h i n g c a n b e seen o n s i te o f t h e c i r cus s i nce a l l t h e 
r e m a i n s w h i c h w e r e e x p o s e d d u r i n g t h e e x c a v a t i o n s h a v e 
b e e n r e b u r i e d f o r s a f e - k e e p i n g . H o w e v e r , C o l c h e s t e r 
B o r o u g h C o u n c i l a n d T a y l o r W o o d r o w a r e w o r k i n g o n a 
p l a n f o r a n o n - s i t e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n b u i l d i n g a n d a 
p e r m a n e n t d i s p l a y o f pa r ts o f t h e c i r cus . M e a n w h i l e y o u 
c a n v is i t a s m a l l e x h i b i t o n i n t h e B r y a n t H o m e s m a r k e t i n g 
su i te o n t h e c o r n e r o f F lags ta f f R o a d a n d C i r c u l a r R o a d 
N o r t h . T h e e x h i b i t i o n w a s c o m m i s s i o n e d b y T a y l o r 
W o o d r o w a n d p u t t o g e t h e r b y t h e A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t . 

C o l c h e s t e r ' s o w n R o m a n quadriga i s e x p e c t e d to m a k e its 
f i rs t p u b l i c a p p e a r a n c e th i s s u m m e r f o l l o w i n g t h e T rus t ' s 
a c q u i s i t i o n o f its o w n r a c i n g c h a r i o t . T h e des ign o f t h e 
v e h i c l e i s b a s e d on a m o d e l o f a t w o - h o r s e c h a r i o t f o u n d 
i n t h e River T i b e r i n I ta ly a n d n o w i n t h e Br i t ish M u s e u m . 
A t e a m o f f o u r ho rses i s b e i n g t r a i n e d to pu l l t h e c h a r i o t . 
R o b e r t H u r f o r d ( p i c t u r e d w i t h t h e c h a r i o t ) bu i l t t h e veh i c l e 
a n d t h e H e r r i n g f a m i l y g e n e r o u s l y f u n d e d it. 
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Colchester's 
circus mosaic 

With the excitement of the discovery of the circus now 
receding, thoughts turn to how best preserve and display 
the surviving remains. To help bring the circus to life, a 
stunning Roman-style mosaic pavement is literally being 
pieced together which it is hoped will be mounted 
vertically somewhere on the circus site. The design of the 
new work derives from Roman pavements found mostly 
abroad showing a chariot race in progress in a circus. 
Making the mosaic is a big job though -
Peter Herr ing describes the mammoth task in hand.... 

I n A p r i l 2 0 0 5 , I w a n d e r e d i n t o C A T f o r a 
m e e t i n g w i t h Ph i l ip C r u m m y . I h a d jus t 
r e t i r ed f r o m m y j o b i n t h e C i ty a n d w a s 
l o o k i n g f o r a v o l u n t a r y ro le to o f f e r me a 
n e w c h a l l e n g e . I c h o s e C A T b e c a u s e I 
h a d a lways b e e n i n te res ted i n l o c a l 
h is to ry a n d I f e l t t h a t C o l c h e s t e r n e e d e d 
t o i m p r o v e t h e w a y i t p r e s e n t e d its 
R o m a n h e r i t a g e . I w a s h a r d l y p r e p a r e d 
f o r w h a t w a s t o c o m e . 

Ph i l i p o u t l i n e d a n e m b r y o n i c i d e a , 
w h i c h h e w a s w o r k i n g o n w i t h a r t i s t 
Pe te r Froste. T h e c o n c e p t w a s t o use t h e 
m e d i u m o f m o s a i c t o i l l us t ra te t h e 
A b b e y f i e l d s R o m a n C h a r i o t R a c i n g 

c i r c u s . Pe te r h a d s t a r t e d w o r k o n 
c r e a t i n g a R o m a n sty le m o s a i c u s i n g 
p a p e r t e s s e r a e ( t o r n p a p e r f r o m 
m a g a z i n e s ) a n d f r o m th i s h e d e v e l o p e d 
t h e f i n a l d e s i g n f o r w h a t w a s t o b e c o m e 
t h e m a s t e r a r t w o r k . W h e n Ph i l i p t o l d m e 
t h a t h e w a n t e d a l a r g e m o s a i c s u i t a b l e 
f o r d i s p l a y i n g in a v i s i to r c e n t r e o r on a 
w a l l , I i m a g i n e d s o m e t h i n g t h e size o f a 
l a r g e p o s t e r a n d , a l t h o u g h I h a d neve r 
m a d e a m o s a i c in my l i fe , I w a s 
c o m p l e t e l y h o o k e d o n t h e i dea t o 
v o l u n t e e r a s t h e p r o j e c t m a n a g e r . 

M y f i rs t t a s k w a s t o r e s e a r c h v a r i o u s 
m a t e r i a l s a n d p r o d u c t i o n m e t h o d s . T h i s 

i n c l u d e d v i s i t i ng U l r i c h N e h m z o w w h o 
h a d b u i l t a r ep l i ca C o l c h e s t e r m o s a i c f o r 
h is k i t c h e n f l o o r . Pup i l s f r o m his 
d a u g h t e r ' s s c h o o l h e l p e d w i t h t h e l a y i n g 
o f t h e t e s s e r a e . I w a s so i m p r e s s e d w i t h 
t h e f i n a l resu l t t h a t I a l l o w e d Ph i l i p t o 
t a l k m e i n t o b u i l d i n g t h e A b b e y f i e l d s 
m o s a i c w i t h l o c a l s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . I f I w a s 
t o t a k e t h i s p r o j e c t o n , t h e n I t h o u g h t I 
s h o u l d h a v e a go a t b u i l d i n g a m o s a i c o f 
m y o w n . W i t h s o m e t r e p i d a t i o n , I s p e n t 
t w o d a y s b u i l d i n g a n A 4 - s i z e d m o s a i c . 
W h e n I t o o k i t i n t o Ph i l i p to a p p r a i s e , I 
w a s n o t s u r e w h a t s u r p r i s e d m e t h e 
m o s t . H e s e e m e d t o t h i n k t h e m o s a i c 
w a s ' g o o d ' , a n d t h e n w h e n I a s k e d h i m 
w h a t s ize h e h a d i n m i n d f o r t h e c h a r i o t 
r a c i n g m o s a i c , I c o u l d n ' t be l i eve w h a t I 
w a s h e a r i n g w h e n h e s u g g e s t e d i t 
s h o u l d b e a s b i g a s 2 0 f e e t b y 1 0 f e e t . 
W h e r e t o b e g i n ? ! 

G i v e n m y p r o j e c t m a n a g e m e n t b a c k 
g r o u n d , t h e f i r s t o b v i o u s t a s k w a s t o 
d r a w u p a p r o j e c t p l a n a n d t h e n o f 
c o u r s e a b u d g e t . T h i s w a s a l l s t r a i g h t 
f o r w a r d e n o u g h , b u t t h e n c a m e t h e 
t r i c ky t a s k o f o b t a i n i n g t h e m o n e y a n d o f 
c o u r s e a l a r g e n u m b e r o f s c h o o l c h i l d r e n 
t o b u i l d t h e m o s a i c . I n J u n e , w e h e l d a 
m e e t i n g w i t h r ep resen ta t i ves f r o m 
T a y l o r W o o d r o w ( t he A b b e y f i e l d s 
D e v e l o p e r s ) a n d C o l c h e s t e r B o r o u g h 

Le f t . T h e l o w e r h a l f o f t h e m o s a i c i n 

l a t e D e c e m b e r 2 0 0 5 i ns i de t h e 

s p e c i a l l y - m a d e w o r k s h o p . 

A b o v e . Pe te r F ros te ' s d e s i g n . 

A b o v e r i g h t . Pup i l s o f Ph i l i p M o r a n t 

S c h o o l & C o l l e g e a t w o r k . 
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C o u n c i l t o o b t a i n t h e i r a p p r o v a l t o t h e 
m o s a i c a n d t o c o m m e n c e t h e 
d i s c u s s i o n o n w h e r e i t c o u l d b e h o u s e d . 
W e a r e h o p e f u l t h a t i t w i l l b e 
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h e p o t e n t i a l V i s i t o r 
A t t r a c t i o n A r e a . 

R e a l i s i n g t h a t t h e m o s a i c w o u l d t a k e 
s o m e t i m e t o c o n s t r u c t , r a t h e r t h a n w a i t 
un t i l t h i s p l a n n i n g p rocess h a d r u n its 
c o u r s e , w e d e c i d e d t o press a h e a d w i t h 
t h e p r o j e c t . I t h e r e f o r e a p p r o a c h e d M r s 
S u e C o w a n s , H e a d t e a c h e r a t T h e Ph i l i p 
M o r a n t S c h o o l & C o l l e g e t o seek t h e 
s c h o o l ' s i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e p r o j e c t a n d 
i n p a r t i c u l a r t o a s k t h e m to p r o v i d e a s i te 
f o r t h e w o r k s h o p I w o u l d n e e d f o r 
b u i l d i n g t h e m o s a i c . T h e r e s p o n s e f r o m 
t h e s c h o o l w a s e x t r e m e l y pos i t i ve a n d 
t h e H e a d s o f A r t & D e s i g n ( M r K e v i n 
F l o w e r ) a n d H i s t o r y ( M r Bil l L a w r a n c e ) 
w e r e q u i c k t o see t h e o p p o r t u n i t y f o r 
t h e i r s t u d e n t s t o g a i n a b e t t e r 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f R o m a n a r t & h is to ry . 
E v e r y t h i n g l o o k e d set - a l l we n e e d e d 
n o w w a s t h e m o n e y ! 

D u r i n g t h e s u m m e r I w a s success fu l i n 
o b t a i n i n g a g r a n t o f £ 1 4 , 8 5 0 f r o m t h e 
L o c a l H e r i t a g e In i t i a t i ve - a p a r t n e r s h i p 
b e t w e e n t h e H e r i t a g e Lo t te ry F u n d , t h e 
N a t i o n w i d e B u i l d i n g Soc ie ty a n d t h e 
C o u n t r y s i d e A g e n c y . T h e g r a n t w a s t o 
be a d m i n i s t e r e d by C A T . I w a s t h e r e f o r e 
d e l i g h t e d t o b e a b l e t o l a u n c h t h e 
p r o j e c t o n 1 6 S e p t e m b e r , w h e r e Pete r 
Fros te f o r m a l l y h a n d e d t h e a r t w o r k ove r 
t o l oca l s c h o o l c h i l d r e n ( w h o h a d b e e n 
e n t e r t a i n e d i n t h e m o r n i n g b y D u n c a n 
Drye a n d h is c h a r i o t a n d ho rses ) . I n 
O c t o b e r , t h e w o r k s h o p a r r i ved ( in f l a t 
p a c k sty le) f r o m C a n a d a . W i t h t h e 
s u p p o r t o f D A G C o n s t r u c t i o n L t d , w h o 
d o n a t e d t h e w o r k s h o p f o u n d a t i o n , I 
p u l l e d a t e a m o f v o l u n t e e r s t o g e t h e r t o 
e r e c t t h e 3 3 f o o t b y 1 0 f o o t w o r k s h o p 
ove r a p e r i o d of 5 d a y s . N e v e r be l i eve 
f l a t p a c k i n s t r u c t i o n s ! T h e w o r k s h o p 
f i t - o u t p r o c e e d e d very s m o o t h l y , w i t h t h e 
s u p p o r t o f G l e n n Jones , a l oca l c a r p e t 
f i t t e r , a n d t h e s ta f f a t Ph i l i p M o r a n t 
S c h o o l w h o f i t t e d i n s u l a t i o n a n d 
o r g a n i s e d a n e lec t r i c i t y s u p p l y . O n 1 

N o v e m b e r w e w e r e i n a p o s i t i o n t o lay 
t h e f i rs t t e s s e r a e ( t i les) o n t h e l o w e r h a l f 
o f t h e m o s a i c . T h e r e a r e a r o u n d 
2 0 0 , 0 0 0 t e s s e r a e i n t h e m o s a i c a n d I 
e x p e c t u s t o c o m p l e t e t h e b u i l d p h a s e i n 
Ju ly . 

O v e r 3 0 0 Ph i l i p M o r a n t S c h o o l a n d 5 0 
G o s b e c k s P r i m a r y S c h o o l s t u d e n t s h a v e 
m a d e f a n t a s t i c p r o g r e s s , l a y i n g t o d a t e 
a r o u n d 6 0 , 0 0 0 t e s s e r a e . A s p a r t o f t h e 
p r o j e c t t h e c h i l d r e n a r e t o l d a b o u t t h e 
A b b e y f i e l d s C i r c u s d i s c o v e r y a n d its 
i m p o r t a n c e t o C o l c h e s t e r . T h e y a r e a l s o 
t a u g h t t h e bas ics o f m o s a i c m a k i n g w i t h 
t h e a i d o f a D V D m a d e spec ia l l y f o r t h e 
p r o j e c t b y A n n e S c h w e g m a n n - F i e l d i n g , 
a C o l c h e s t e r - b a s e d m o s a i c a r t i s t , a n d 
t h e M e d i a S tud ies t e a m a t t h e Ph i l i p 
M o r a n t S c h o o l . A r o u n d 1 0 0 G C S E 
h is to ry s t u d e n t s h a v e a l s o r e c e i v e d a t a l k 
f r o m H o w a r d B r o o k s (o f C A T ) o n 
R o m a n M e d i c i n e - b a s e d o n t h e S t a n -
w a y D o c t o r ' s m e d i c a l k i t . I n a d d i t i o n t o 
t h e c h a r i o t r a c i n g m o s a i c p r o j e c t , Y e a r 

1 0 pup i l s a r e a l so d e s i g n i n g a n d m a k i n g 
o v e r 6 0 i n d i v i d u a l m o s a i c boa rds . T h e 
i d e a i s t h a t t h e s e ' c o m p a n i o n ' mosa i cs 
w i l l b e u n v e i l e d a l o n g s i d e t h e c h a r i o t 
r a c i n g m o s a i c . T h e des igns a re real ly 
i m p r e s s i v e ! 

W h i l s t Ph i l i p M o r a n t S c h o o l i s t h e m a i n 
p a r t i c i p a n t i n t h e p r o j e c t ( w i t h u l t ima te l y 
o v e r 1 , 0 0 0 pup i l s l ay i ng tesserae) , t h e 
w i d e r c o m m u n i t y (via t w o o p e n days) 
a n d severa l p r i m a r y schoo ls a re t o b e 
e n c o u r a g e d to p lay a pa r t i n t h e pro jec t 
a n d lay s o m e t esse rae . 

T h e b i g g e s t c h a l l e n g e f a c i n g t h e pro jec t 
i s t h e j o i n i n g t o g e t h e r o f t h e t w o halves 
o f t h e m o s a i c . I e x p e c t t o be d o i n g th is i n 
Ju ly a n d w i l l n e e d a f l a t f l o o r s p a c e o f a t 
l eas t 3 0 f o o t b y 2 0 f o o t , w i t h 1 2 f o o t 
w i d e o r h i g h access d o o r s . A n e m p t y 
w a r e h o u s e , o u t b u i l d i n g o r b a r n w o u l d 
b e p e r f e c t a n d I w o u l d b e d e l i g h t e d t o 
h e a r f r o m a n y b o d y w h o m i g h t b e ab le t o 
p r o v i d e t h i s f ac i l i t y f o r a f e w weeks 
d u r i n g t h e s u m m e r . ( Y o u c a n c o n t a c t 
m e a t r e d h e r r i n g 5 2 @ y a h o o . c o . u k o r a t 
C A T . ) 

P lans a r e b e i n g m a d e t o h a n d t h e 
c o m p l e t e d m o s a i c o v e r t o t h e B o r o u g h 
C o u n c i l o n S e p t e m b e r 8 t h 2 0 0 6 i n t h e 
C h a r t e r H a l l . T h e p r o j e c t b u d g e t has 
p r o v i s i o n f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g t h e m o s a i c t o 
v a r i o u s d i s p l a y l o c a t i o n s ac ross t h e 
t o w n , p r i o r t o i t b e i n g h o u s e d s o m e 
w h e r e a t t h e A b b e y f i e l d s s i te w h e r e i t 
s h o u l d b o t h i n f o r m a n d d e l i g h t v is i tors 
f o r yea rs t o c o m e . W h i l s t i t w i l l sti l l be 
s o m e t i m e b e f o r e w e c o m p l e t e t h e 
p r o j e c t , I c a n w h o l e h e a r t e d l y say t h a t i t 
i s m u c h m o r e r e w a r d i n g t h a n d r i v i ng a 
d e s k i n t h e C i t y ! T h e c h i l d r e n a r e s o 
e x c i t e d t o b e b o t h c e l e b r a t i n g a n d 
c r e a t i n g h i s to ry a n d e v e r y o n e w h o has 
s e e n t h e m o s a i c a t v a r i o u s s tages d u r i n g 
its c o n s t r u c t i o n has b e e n t r u l y m o v e d by 
w h a t w e a r e c r e a t i n g . 

For more in format ion and further progress 
reports on the project, please visit the 
project web-site at www.lhi .org.uk, and 
then select Project Directory, East of 
England, Essex, Abbeyfields. 
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Duncan Drye and his char iot and horses for enterta in ing the chi ldren at the launch event. 
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Tony 
Robinson / 

Surrounded by fans in Colchester 
Castle Park, Time Team presenter and 
Blackadder star Tony Robinson talks 
frankly to Philip Crummy about his 
career, his love of archaeology and 

history, and tensions between 
Time Team and the wider 

archaeological community. 

PC Let's start at the beginning. Where 
do you come from? 

TR I 'm an Essex boy . I w a s b o r n i n 
H a c k n e y , b u t m y m u m a n d d a d w e r e 
pa r t o f t h a t e x t r a o r d i n a r y d i a s p o r a o u t o f 
t h e East End i n t o Essex. I w a s a c t u a l l y 
b r o u g h t up i n S o u t h W o o d f o r d , so as a 
ch i l d I l o o k e d g e o g r a p h i c a l l y b o t h w a y s 
- b a c k i n t o L o n d o n a n d o u t i n t o Essex. 

PC What did you think you would do 
when you had grown up? 

TR I t h i n k I p r o b a b l y a l w a y s k n e w t h a t I 
w o u l d b e a n a c t o r . M y d a d w a s a 
f a n t a s t i c b o o g i e p ian is t . H e p l a y e d i n 
RAF d a n c e b a n d s t h r o u g h o u t t h e w a r , 
b u t a f t e r w a r d s t u r n e d d o w n t h e c h a n c e 
t o b e c o m e a p ro fess iona l a n d i n s t e a d 
o p t e d f o r s e m i - d e t a c h e d p o s t - w a r 
s u b u r b a n respectab i l i t y . As s o o n as I 
d e m o n s t r a t e d s o m e ab i l i t y f o r p e r f o r m 
a n c e , h e real ly e n c o u r a g e d m e , a n d I 
t h i n k t h a t a n a w f u l lo t o f w h a t I a m n o w 
i s t h a t pa r t o f m y d a d t h a t h e n e v e r 
a l l o w e d t o c o m e t o f r u i t i o n i n h i m s e l f . 

PC What were the performances you 
mentioned? 

TR I w a s o n e o f t h o s e real ly p r e c o c i o u s 
l i t t le k ids . T h e w o r d ' e l o c u t i o n ' i s s e l d o m 
u s e d n o w , b u t I used t o g o t o e l o c u t i o n 
c lasses , rec i te poe t r y a n d s ing i n w h a t 
w a s c a l l e d a t t h a t t i m e t h e W a n s t e a d 
a n d W o o d f o r d E i s t e d d f o d . I never 
r e a l i s e d w h a t a n i n a p p r o p r i a t e n a m e 
t h a t w a s u n t i l very m u c h la ter ! So I w a s 
a l w a y s g o i n g i n f o r c o m p e t i t i o n s , a l w a y s 
b e i n g i n p lays . 

PC What did you do when you left 
school? 

TR W h e n I w a s st i l l a t s c h o o l , w h e n I w a s 
a b o u t t h i r t e e n , m y m u m a n d d a d r e a d 
a n a d i n t h e D a i l y Express s a y i n g t h a t 
t h e y n e e d e d s o m e k ids f o r a W e s t E n d 
s h o w u p i n t o w n . I a u d i t i o n e d a n d i t 
t u r n e d o u t t o b e t h e o r i g i n a l v e r s i o n o f 
t h e s t a g e m u s i c a l o f O l i ve r , so I h a d th i s 
b i za r re p e r i o d f r o m a b o u t t h i r t e e n t o 
s i x t een w h e r e h a l f t h e t i m e I w a s a t 
S c h o o l a t W a n s t e a d C o u n t y H i g h a n d 
t h e rest o f t h e t i m e I w a s c o m m u t i n g 
i n t o t h e W e s t E n d o r m a k i n g l i t t le b i ts o f 
t e l e v i s i o n o r m o v i e s . 

PC Did you go to drama school at all? 

T R I s t a y e d o n a t m y g r a m m a r s c h o o l 
u n t i l I w a s s i x teen a n d I w a s use less a t 
w o r k . I n t h o s e d a y s , t h e s c h o o l s w e r e 
s t r e a m e d , a n d I s t a y e d i n t h e A - s t r e a m 
w h o l l y b e c a u s e I w a s g o o d a t t h o s e 
i n t e l l i g e n c e tes ts . I w o r k e d a l l o v e r t h e 
p l a c e . P e o p l e t h o u g h t i t w a s b e c a u s e I 
w a s a w a y d o i n g c h i l d - a c t i n g , b u t i t 
w a s n ' t . I t w a s b e c a u s e I n e v e r u s e d t o do 
a n y s c h o o l w o r k . I h a t e d w o r k . I t w a s 
a n a t h e m a t o m e . B u t w h e n I w a s 
s i x t e e n , t h e y s a i d t h e y w a n t e d t o p u t m e 
i n t h e S- level set t o t ry a n d g e t t o O x f o r d 
o r C a m b r i d g e , a n d I p a n i c k e d b e c a u s e I 
k n e w t h e r e w a s n o w a y I c o u l d d o t h a t 
b e c a u s e I h a d n e v e r d o n e a d a y ' s w o r k 
i n my e n t i r e l i fe w h e n I w a s a t s c h o o l . So 
I s a i d I w a n t e d t o g o t o d r a m a s c h o o l 
w h i c h I d i d n ' t b e c a u s e , u n d e r s t a n d a b l y , 
I a l r e a d y t h o u g h t I w a s G o d ' s g i f t t o 
a c t i n g . 

PC Y o u must have lost a lot of time 
from school? 

T R W e l l yes . B u t t h e n w h e n I w a s 
s u p p o s e d t o b e a t s c h o o l , I b u n k e d o f f 
a n y w a y b e c a u s e n o b o d y eve r k n e w 
w h e t h e r I w a s s u p p o s e d t o b e t h e r e o r a t 
s o m e b i t p a r t i n a s h o w in t o w n . I w o u l d 
say ' B y e bye M u m ' i n t h e m o r n i n g a n d 
jus t t u r n u p b a c k a t h o m e a t a b o u t f o u r 
o ' c l o c k i n t h e a f t e r n o o n , h a v i n g s p e n t 
t h e d a y i n t h e l i b ra ry o r a t a bus s t o p . 
I w o r k e d jus t l i ke o r d i n a r y j o b b i n g a c t o r s 
d o rea l l y - y o u k n o w , r ep a n d m a y b e o n e 
o r t w o tel l ies" a y e a r f o r t h e n e x t f i ve 
yea rs . B u t r a t h e r b i za r re l y , t h e r e w a s 
a n o t h e r s i de o f m e . W h i l e a l l o f t h i s w a s 
b e e n g o i n g o n , I h a d a l so b e e n very 
p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e . I t h i n k I w e n t on my f i rs t 
A l d e r m a s t o n m a r c h w h e n I w a s t h i r t e e n , 
I w a s sec re ta r y o f m y y o u t h a n t i -
a p a r t h e i d , a n d I j o i n e d t h e U n i t e d 
N a t i o n s A s s o c i a t i o n . I w a s ve ry in te r 
e s t e d in po l i t i c s . I w a s i n t e r e s t e d in 
h i s to ry t o o , b u t I n e v e r t h o u g h t o f i t as a 
s u b j e c t . M y i n te res t j us t d e v e l o p e d a n d 
b u b b l e d a w a y i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d w i t h o u t 
m e rea l l y n o t i c i n g a b o u t i t . Fo r m e , 
a r c h a e o l o g y a t t h a t t i m e w a s a very v iv id 
w a y o f b r i n g i n g h i s to ry t o l i fe , a n d I t h i n k 
t h e a r c h a e o l o g y t h a t has a l w a y s 
a t t r a c t e d me s i nce h a s b e e n t h a t . I sti l l 
f i n d s t a r i n g a t a t r e n c h i n o r d e r t o f i n d 
t h e s u b t l e c h a n g e s o f s h a d e i n t h e soi l 
f a r less f a s c i n a t i n g t h a n a m a s o n ' s 
m a r k s on a b i t o f s t o n e o r a d o g p r i n t on 
a R o m a n t i l e . 
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PC But archaeologists don't really find 
that "fascinating". It's like a dentist 
looking at the colour of somebody's 
teeth - he's not interested in it in its 
own right, it's just something he has got 
to do. 

T R ( L a u g h s . ) Y o u m a y say t h a t , b u t I 
have b e e n s u r r o u n d e d b y a r c h a e o l o g i s t s 
w h o h a v e w a x e d lyr ica l a b o u t t h e s e 
a r c a n e m e t h o d s f o r a n a w f u l l o n g t i m e . 
A n d t h e o t h e r t h i n g t h a t I w a s ve ry 
i n t e r e s t e d i n w a s s t o r y - t e l l i n g , a g a i n , n o t 
real ly r ea l i s i ng t h a t I w a s , i t w a s j us t 
w h a t I d i d , a n d w h e n e v e n t u a l l y I c a m e 
t o a r c h a e o l o g y w h a t f a s c i n a t e d m e w a s 
h o w t h e vas t m a j o r i t y o f t h e b r i l l i a n t 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s w e r e g r e a t s to ry te l le rs . 
T h e y w o u l d w h i p u p th i s f a n t a s t i c c o n 
c o c t i o n o n t h r e e o r f o u r p i eces o f 
e v i d e n c e a n d t h e n w h e n a f i f t h p i e c e o f 
e v i d e n c e a r r i ved w h i c h c o n t r a d i c t e d t h e 
s tory t h a t t h e y h a d jus t c r e a t e d , t h e y 
w e r e q u i t e h a p p y t o d r o p t h a t s tory a n d 
c r e a t e ye t a n o t h e r o n e e q u a l l y f a n t a s t i c 
a n d e q u a l l y c o n v i n c i n g . I h a v e a l w a y s 
e n j o y e d t h e t e n s i o n b e t w e e n t h e m e t h o 
d o l o g y o f t h e s c i e n c e a n d t h e f l i g h t s o f 
t h e m i n d . I t 's b r i l l i an t - i t 's t h e p e r f e c t 
s u b j e c t f o r m e f r o m t h a t p o i n t o f v i ew . 

PC H o w did your acting career take 
off? 

TR W e l l I s u p p o s e o n e o f t h e 
a d v a n t a g e s t h a t I h a d over my 
c o n t e m p o r a r i e s a t D r a m a S c h o o l w a s 
m y h e i g h t . I w a s b y n o m e a n s t h e m o s t 
t a l e n t e d , b u t I w a s t h e s m a l l e s t , a n d 
w h a t t h a t m e a n t w a s t h a t t h e r e w a s a 

w h o l e l o t o f spec i a l i t y pa r t s t h a t w e r e 
a v a i l a b l e t o m e w h e n t h e C h e k h o v ' s a n d 
I b s e n ' s w e r e in s h o r t s u p p l y . So I w a s 
a l w a y s h a v i n g t o d ress u p i n a n i m a l 
c o s t u m e s . I p l a y e d t h e s h o r t e s t g i a n t i n 
t h e w o r l d o r I p l a y e d F r e d d i e t h e h a p p y 
s p o o n in S t o k e - o n - T r e n t . So I s u r v i v e d , 
a n d I d o t h i n k t h a t a n e n o r m o u s a m o u n t 
o f success i n t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t i n d u s t r y 
i s a c t u a l l y a b o u t t h e ab i l i t y t o su rv i ve . I t 
i s a very t o u g h w o r l d . A l l y o u h a v e to 
t r a d e i n i s y o u r s e l f a n d y o u r e s t e e m , a n d 
w h e n t h a t i s c o n s i s t e n t l y u n d e r m i n e d b y 
t h e f a c t t h a t y o u a r e n o t g e t t i n g w o r k o r 
w h e n y o u d o g e t b a d rev iews o r y o u g e t 
t h e s a c k o r w h a t e v e r , i t i s h a r d t o p i c k 
y o u r s e l f u p a n d c a r r y o n , a n d y o u h a v e 
t o possess very s t r o n g e m o t i o n a l 
m u s c l e s i n o r d e r t o b e a b l e t o d o t h a t . 
A n d I h a v e a l w a y s s e e m e d t o b e a b l e t o 
d o t h a t , w h e r e a s o t h e r p e o p l e i n m y y e a r 
a t d r a m a s c h o o l w h o w e r e m u c h m o r e 
s u b t l e a c t o r s t h a n I w i l l eve r b e , a c t u a l l y 
f o u n d t h a t very d i f f i c u l t a n d le f t t h e 
i n d u s t r y q u i t e q u i c k l y . 

P C O f a l l o f y o u r ro les , w h i c h h a v e y o u 
e n j o y e d t h e m o s t ? 

T R I h a d t h r e e g l o r i o u s yea rs d o w n i n 
C h i c h e s t e r i n t h e seven t i es , t h o s e years 
t h a t h a d f a n t a s t i c s u m m e r s a n d d u r i n g 
t h a t t i m e I p l a y e d i n I b s e n a n d S h a k e 
s p e a r e . I p l a y e d Feste in T w e l f t h N i g h t , I 
p l a y e d A n E n e m y o f t h e P e o p l e , I p l a y e d 
a n y t h i n g f r o m m u s i c a l s t o e v e n t h e m o s t 
se r ious p lays o n t h a t f a n t a s t i c 
C h i c h e s t e r s t a g e a n d I h a d a w o n d e r f u l 
t i m e t h e r e . A n d t h a t o f c o u r s e , 

T o n y R o b i n s o n tes ts t h e rep l i ca R o m a n 

r a c i n g c h a r i o t m a d e f o r t h e T i m e 

T e a m p r o g r a m m e b y R o b e r t H u r f o r d . 

c o i n c i d e d w i t h m e g e t t i n g real ly 
i n t e r e s t e d i n a r c h a e o l o g y f o r t h e f i rst 
t i m e , b e c a u s e i t w a s t h e t i m e w h e n A l e c 
D o w n w a s d i g g i n g C h i c h e s t e r h a v i n g 
b e e n i n s p i r e d b y Bar ry C u n l i f f e ' s w o r k a t 
F i s h b o u r n e R o m a n p a l a c e . M y p a r t n e r 
a t t h e t i m e a n d I j us t w e n t t h e r e a n d 
s t a r t e d w a s h i n g po t s a n d d o i n g a b i t o f 
t r o w e l s c r a p i n g . 

PC When was that then? 

T R T h i s w a s i n t h e l a t e sevent ies . W h e n I 
f i n i s h e d , I w e n t b a c k h o m e t o Br isto l a n d 
t h r o u g h m y l e t t e r b o x c a m e t h e 
p r o s p e c t u s f o r t h e y e a r ' s e x t r a m u r a l 
c o u r s e s t h a t Br is to l U n i w a s r u n n i n g , 
a n d t h e r e w a s o n e w h i c h w a s a w e e k o n 
t h e i s l a n d o f S a n t o r i n i t o l o o k a t t h e 
g e o m o r p h o l o g y o f t h e c a l d e r a a n d 
a s p e c t s o f t h e P r o t o - M i n o a n c i v i l i sa t i on . 
I t h o u g h t , " w e l l , i t s o u n d s l ike sun a n d 
o u z o t o m e " a n d I w e n t o n th is c o u r s e 
f o r a w e e k . T h e g u y w h o w a s r u n n i n g 
t h e c o u r s e w a s M i c k A s t o n w h o I g o t 
very f r i e n d l y w i t h very qu i ck l y . W e a r e i n 
a g e o n l y six w e e k s a p a r t , w h i c h surpr ises 
m a n y p e o p l e w h o t h i n k h e l ooks l ike m y 
g r e a t - g rea t -g r a n d f a t h e r ! 

PC When did you meet Mick - roughly 
- do you think? 

T R 1 9 8 0 , s o m e t h i n g l i ke t h a t . I w a s 
rea l ly a t t r a c t e d by his a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s 
a r c h a e o l o g y w h i c h w a s t h a t h e h a d g o t 
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s o m e t h i n g w o n d e r f u l w h i c h h e w a n t e d 
t o sha re w i t h a n y o n e else. H e s e d u c e d 
p e o p l e w i t h his pass ion l i tera l ly a n d 
m e t a p h o r i c a l l y ! T h e idea t h a t a r c h a e o 
logy s h o u l d b e s o m e t h i n g l o c k e d a w a y 
i n t h e v o c a b u l a r y a n d p r a c t i c e o f t h e 
ivory towers w a s c o m p l e t e a n a t h e m a t o 
h i m . A n d t h a t w a s very m u c h w h e r e I 
was c o m i n g f r o m . H a v i n g n o t b e e n t o 
univers i ty b u t w a n t i n g t o k n o w 
eve ry th ing a b o u t e v e r y t h i n g , I h a d s u d 
den l y d i scove red a s o u l - m a t e w h o 
w a n t e d t o t e a c h e v e r y b o d y a b o u t 
eve r y th i ng . W e m u l l e d ove r a n u m b e r o f 
ideas f o r p r o g r a m m e s a b o u t a r c h a e o 
logy o n t h e te l ly a n d I t o o k t h e m t o 
te lev is ion c o m p a n i e s w h o r e a c t e d w i t h 
c o m p l e t e i n d i f f e r e n c e b e c a u s e , a t t h a t 
t i m e , w h o o n e a r t h w o u l d w a n t t o d o a n 
a r c h a e o l o g y s h o w w i t h a n u n k n o w n 
a c a d e m i c a n d a b l o k e w h o w a s f u n n y ? 
S o w e f o r g o t a b o u t i t a n d w e s t a y e d 
f r i ends , b u t d i d n o t d o a n y m o r e w o r k 
t o g e t h e r a n d t h e n a l m o s t a d e c a d e 
later , M i c k w a s i n v o l v e d w i t h t h e p r o t o 
t ype o f T i m e T e a m w h i c h w a s i n 1 9 9 2 . 

PC Y o u were not there at the very 
beginning? 

TR Oh yes I w a s , b u t I w a s b r o u g h t on 
b o a r d just a s t h e p r e s e n t e r . T h e 
p r o g r a m m e w a s very success fu l a l m o s t 
f r o m t h e w o r d g o b u t t h e b r o a d s h e e t s 
real ly s l a g g e d i t o f f b e c a u s e I w a s 
p r e s e n t i n g it, a n d t h e y t h o u g h t t h a t m y 
i n v o l v e m e n t t r i v ia l i sed a r c h a e o l o g y in a 
w a y . F r o m my p o i n t o f v i e w , I h a d j us t 
s ta r ted d o i n g d o c u m e n t a r i e s v ia C o m i c 
Rel ief . T h e B l a c k a d d e r t e a m w e r e very 
m u c h pa r t o f t h e o r i g i n a l t e a m w h i c h 
c r e a t e d C o m i c Rel ie f , so I h a d b e e n o u t 
t o A f r i c a o n t h r e e d i f f e r e n t o c c a s i o n s 
m a k i n g m o r e a n d m o r e c o m p l e x 
d o c u m e n t a r i e s a n d I rea l l y e n j o y e d t h e 
d o c u m e n t a r y f o r m . G i v e n t h a t I h a d a n 
in te res t i n a r c h a e o l o g y , i t s e e m e d q u i t e 
l e g i t i m a t e f o r m e t o b e t h e p r e s e n t e r o f 
T i m e T e a m , b u t c e r t a i n l y t h e b r o a d 
sheets w e r e g o i n g t o n e e d s o m e 
p e r s u a d i n g o f t h a t . M i c k a n d t h e o t h e r 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s w e r e a b s o l u t e l y h a m 
m e r e d b y v a r i o u s p e o p l e i n t h e 
a c a d e m i c a r c h a e o l o g i c a l c o m m u n i t y 
t o o . M i c k I k n o w w a s very w o u n d e d b y 
th is a t t h e t i m e a l t h o u g h I t h o u g h t i t w a s 
g rea t , b e c a u s e i t w a s s t i r r i ng up a 
con t rove rsy w h i c h m e a n t t h a t p e o p l e 
w e r e g o i n g t o n o t i c e t h e p r o g r a m m e . 
T h e r e i s n o t h i n g t h a t i s m o r e l ike ly t o 
l ead t o f l a t ra t i ngs t h a n a l a c k o f 
con t rove rsy , b u t i t w a s q u i t e a p r i ce to 
p a y as f a r as M i c k w a s c o n c e r n e d . He 
w a s puzz led b y t h e a t t a c k s b e c a u s e h e 
h a d a l w a y s t h o u g h t t h a t w h a t p e o p l e 
w a n t e d w a s f o r a r c h a e o l o g y t o b e t a k e n 
m u c h m o r e o u t i n t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . H e 
w a s pa r t i cu la r l y upse t w h e n t h e a t t a c k s 
w e r e o n t h e s t a n d a r d o f o u r a r c h a e o l o g y 
w h i c h w a s a lways f r o m d a y o n e s c r u p 
u l o u s l y c o n d u c t e d . W h e n M i c k a n d 
C a r e n z a a n d Phi l w e n t i n t o it, t h e y sa id 
f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g ' w e wi l l on l y d o t h i s i f 
i t is d r i v e n by p r o p e r a r c h a e o l o g y . I f 

t e l ev i s i on a r c h a e o l o g y is j us t d i g g i n g a 
h o l e i n o r d e r f o r t h e c a m e r a t o b e a b l e 
t o s h o o t i t , t h e n w e rea l ly d o n ' t w a n t t o 
k n o w , w e a r e se r i ous a r c h a e o l o g i s t s . ' 
For t h e f i rs t c o u p l e o f yea rs , t h e r o w s 
b e t w e e n t h e p r o g r a m m e m a k e r s a n d 
myse l f o n t h e o n e h a n d a n d t h e 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s o n t h e o t h e r a b o u t w h a t 
t h e p r io r i t i es s h o u l d b e ove r t h e t h r e e 
d a y s w e r e e n o r m o u s . Y o u ' v e g o t t w o 
sets o f p r o f e s s i o n a l s : t h e a r c h a e o l o g y 
p r o f e s s i o n a l s a n d t h e p r o g r a m m e -
m a k i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l s , a n d t h e i r n e e d s 
a n d des i res w e r e n ' t a l w a y s t h e s a m e . 

PC H o w do you feel that the 
archaeological profession sees the 
programme now? 

T R I w o u l d say i t ' s sp l i t d o w n t h e m i d d l e 
n o w w i t h o n e h a l f w h o see i t a s a n 
e n o r m o u s l y pos i t i ve d e v e l o p m e n t . Q u i t e 
c l ea r l y i t has i n f l u e n c e d t h e n u m b e r o f 
p e o p l e w h o a p p l i e d t o r e a d a r c h a e o l o g y 
a t un i ve rs i t i es , i t has m a d e r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
w i t h a l o t o f l o c a l c o u n c i l s m u c h eas ie r 
b e c a u s e t h e r e a r e m o r e c o u n c i l l o r s w h o 
a t leas t u n d e r s t a n d s o m e t h i n g a b o u t 
w h a t t h e s c i e n c e i s a n d w a n t t o t a l k 
a b o u t i t r a t h e r t h a n f e e l i n g t h e y h a v e t o 
l i s ten t o a b u n c h o f e g g - h e a d s w h o s e 
o n l y des i r e i s t o s l o w d o w n d e v e l o p m e n t . 
A n d t h e y f ee l i t ' s very use fu l t h a t T i m e 
T e a m has b e g u n t o c r e a t e a m u c h m o r e 
a u t h o r i t a t i v e g e n e r a l p u b l i c . O n t h e 
o t h e r h a n d , I t h i n k m a n y p r o f e s s i o n a l 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s a r e st i l l hos t i l e t o us . W e 
n o t i c e d t h i s i n p a r t i c u l a r w h e n w e d i d 
w h a t w e c a l l e d ' T h e B ig D i g ' . T h i s w a s a 
ser ies o f l ive p r o g r a m m e s w h i c h , o v e r 
t h e c o u r s e o f a w e e k , rea l l y i n v o l v e d t h e 
g e n e r a l p u b l i c . N o w i n o r d e r t o d o t h a t , 
w e b a n g e d t h e d r u m e n o r m o u s l y a n d a 
l o t o f p e o p l e f r o m t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
c o m m u n i t y b e c a m e e x t r e m e l y upse t . 
T h e y t h o u g h t t h a t w e w e r e g o i n g t o b e 
e n c o u r a g i n g t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c t o d i g 
e v e r y w h e r e , t o d i g r a n d o m l y , t o d e s t r o y 
t h e c o u n t r y ' s p r e c i o u s a r c h a e o l o g y . 
N o t h i n g c o u l d h a v e b e e n f u r t h e r f r o m 
t h e t r u t h a n d i t ' s p u z z l i n g t h a t , g i v e n o u r 
t r a c k r e c o r d , p e o p l e w i t h i n t h e a r c h a e o 
l o g i c a l c o m m u n i t y eve r t h o u g h t t h a t w e 
w o u l d , b u t , y o u k n o w , t h a t ' s l i fe , y o u 
h a v e t o a c c e p t t h a t t h a t ' s g o i n g t o 
h a p p e n . 

PC / didn't realise how much you are 
involved in the way that Time Team 
works and what they do. I saw you as a 
front man. But you're more than that 
aren't you? 

T R O h yes, I 'm a n a s s o c i a t e p r o d u c e r o f 
t h e p r o g r a m m e a n d a l s o I 'm p re t t y 
a c t i v e o n t h e po l i t i ca l s ide o f a r c h a e o 
logy . I 'm p r e s i d e n t o f t h e Y o u n g 
A r c h a e o l o g y C l u b , a n d I 've a l so b e e n 
w o r k i n g q u i t e c l ose l y w i t h t h e C o u n c i l 
f o r Br i t i sh A r c h a e o l o g y f o r a n u m b e r o f 
yea rs o n v a r i o u s a s p e c t s o f a r c h a e o l o g y . 
I 've b e e n p a r t i c u l a r l y p l e a s e d t o d o t h a t 
b e c a u s e I 've b e e n o n t h e N a t i o n a l 
Execu t i ve o f t h e L a b o u r Par ty a n d I 've 
b e e n c h a i r i n g t h e p u b l i c a t i o n o f its 
po l i c y d o c u m e n t s w h i c h c o v e r a r c h a e o 

l o g y a n d o t h e r c u l t u r a l a n d h e r i t a g e 
issues. 

S o I 've b e e n p re t t y c lose t o g o v e r n m e n t 
p o l i c y o n a r c h a e o l o g y , a n d w e ' v e m a d e 
s o m e b i g s teps f o r w a r d - o r s teps w h i c h 
f e e l t o us t o be b i g s teps f o r w a r d - b o t h 
i n t h e e x t e n s i o n o f t h e p o r t a b l e a n 
t i q u i t i e s a c t w h i c h w e ' v e m a n a g e d t o 
g e t t h e g o v e r n m e n t rea l l y very i n t e r e s t e d 
i n , a n d a l s o i n t h e i d e a t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d 
be a c ross d e p a r t m e n t a l a u d i t o f h o w 
a r c h a e o l o g y i s t r e a t e d t o e n s u r e t h a t 
bes t p r a c t i c e r u n s t h r o u g h o u t a l l 
d e p a r t m e n t s . 

PC Do you fancy being by an 
archaeologist yourself? 

TR I d o n ' t o f t e n g e t a c h a n c e t o 
e x c a v a t e , b u t w h e n w e w e r e d i g g i n g a 
R o m a n v i l la a b o u t t h r e e years a g o , o n e 
o f t h e a r c h a e o l o g i s t s s a i d , " I ' m p re t t y 
su re t h e r e i s a m o s a i c j us t u n d e r h e r e " . 
H e h a n d e d m e t h e t r o w e l a n d s a i d , " D o 
y o u w a n t t o h a v e a g o ? " A n d I t h e n h a d 
t h i s m a g i c a l h a l f h o u r o f r e v e a l i n g a 
R o m a n m o s a i c f l o o r - t h e f i rs t p e r s o n t o 
see i t i n s i x t een h u n d r e d y e a r s ! 

PC H o w do you feel about Time Team? 
Could you sum up its achievements and 
the personal satisfaction you get from 
being involved in the programme? 

TR I t h i n k t h e b i g g e s t s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t I 
t a k e f r o m T i m e T e a m i s t h a t m o s t 
p e o p l e i n t h i s c o u n t r y n o w k n o w w h a t 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s d o a n d w h y t h e y d o it. 
T h e r e w e r e p r o b a b l y o n l y a b o u t 5 0 0 
p e o p l e i n B r i t a i n w h o k n e w w h a t 
g e o p h y s w a s - n o w e v e r y o n e k n o w s 
v a g u e l y . P e o p l e u n d e r s t a n d a b o u t t h e 
s c i e n c e o f a r c h a e o l o g y e v e n i f i t i s o n l y 
o n t h e m o s t r u d i m e n t a r y l eve l . T h e y 
k n o w t h a t w h a t T i m e T e a m d o e s i s t o 
t a k e a s n a p - s h o t o f a r c h a e o l o g y , n o t 
e x p o s e t h e w h o l e t h i n g , a n d t h e y h a v e 
l e a r n t t h a t a r c h a e o l o g y i s p a r t o f o u r 
e n v i r o n m e n t , e v e n i f o n l y a s m a l l p a r t , 
a n d w h e n o t h e r p e o p l e , p o l i t i c i a n s o r 
w h a t e v e r , t a l k a b o u t a r c h a e o l o g y , t h e 
p u b l i c k n o w w h a t t h e y a r e t a l k i n g a b o u t . 
W e h a v e m o v e d f r o m a s t a t e o f i g n o r 
a n c e to a s t a t e o f rea l u n d e r s t a n d i n g i n 
a d e c a d e - I t h i n k t h a t ' s b r i l l i an t . T h a t ' s 
d o w n t o M i c k m o r e t h a n a n y b o d y e lse. 
A n d i t 's d o w n t o ve ry g o o d p r o g r a m m e 
m a k e r s w h o y o u n e v e r see . 

PC What do you feel you are best 
known for? Blackadder or Time Team? 

T R W e l l y o u p r o b a b l y s a w i n t h e Pa rk 
t o d a y t h a t i t ' s a b o u t f i f t y - f i f t y . A s m a n y 
p e o p l e s h o u t o u t , " O y ! Y o u c a n d i g m y 
g a r d e n a n y t i m e y o u l i k e " a s s h o u t o u t , 
" D o y o u h a v e a c u n n i n g p l a n ? " B u t I l i ke 
i t w h e n p e o p l e say, " I t ' s a m a z i n g a l l t h e 
d i f f e r e n t sor ts o f s tu f f y o u d o " . T h a t ' s m y 
f a v o u r i t e a c c o l a d e . 

PC Wouldn't you prefer it if people said, 
"Who are you?" 

T R S o m e t i m e s . B u t w h e n t h e y d o I'll 
k n o w t h a t a c t u a l l y I a m n o t a 
m a r k e t a b l e c o m m o d i t y a n y m o r e , s o 
m a y b e t h a t w i l l b e t h e e n d o f m y ca ree r . 
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Digging at the 
Sixth Form College 

The Sixth Form College occupies a large and 
important archaeological site where interesting 
Roman remains have been discovered over many 
years. Ambitious plans for major expansion by the 
college have provided archaeologists with a 
unique opportunity to explore this important site 
on an unprecedented scale. The results have been 
very rewarding with the discoveries of buildings 
including a mansio - the Roman equivalent of an 
hotel - and an exceptionally well-preserved room 
which was possibly a bath-house or (less likely) a 
nyphaeum - a shrine to the nymphs, especially 
those associated with water. 

The college has funded and supported the 
investigations throughout and embraced the 

results with considerable vigour and enthusiasm. 
Noticeboards are to be erected in various places in 
the college describing the archaeological remains 
in those particular areas and plans are in the 
making to uncover the ?bath-house again and 
make it a permanent feature of the 
newly-expanded college. 

In the following pages, we describe some of the 
discoveries made during our work including the 
?bath-house, the ?mansio, and the timbers under 
the town wall which we suspected and hoped 
would be there but which in the end proved a bit 
of a disappointment! 

13 



Sixth Form College 

Bath-house or 
shrine? 

The discovery of an exceptionally 
well-preserved Roman room with walls 
standing to a height of 1.3 m leaves 
us with a puzzle. Was it a bath-house 
or a shrine. Ben Holloway considers 
the problem and describes other 
discoveries on the college hill.... 

T h e S ix th F o r m c o l l e g e o c c u p i e s a n o l d 
a n d i m p o r t a n t s i te . A s m u c h a s t e n p e r 
c e n t o f t h e w a l l e d R o m a n t o w n l ies 
w i t h i n t h e c o l l e g e g r o u n d s . A n u m b e r o f 
e x c a v a t i o n s i n a n d a r o u n d t h e c o l l e g e 
s i te last c e n t u r y h i n t e d a t t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e a r e a . T h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e T e c h n i c a l C o l l e g e 
b u i l d i n g s i n 1 9 1 0 led t o t h e 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f o n e o f C o l c h e s t e r ' s 
l a r g e s t t o w n h o u s e s . T h i s p r o v e d t o h a v e 
b e e n a n o r n a t e b u i l d i n g w h i c h h a d b e e n 
c o n s t r u c t e d i n t h e 2 n d c e n t u r y . T h e 
d i s c o v e r y r e v e a l e d a t leas t 2 0 r o o m s 
s o m e o f w h i c h h a d p l a i n red t e s s e l l a t e d 
o r d e c o r a t i v e m u l t i c o l o r e d m o s a i c 
f l o o r s . M o r e r ecen t l y i n t h e 1 9 8 0 s , T r u s t 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s f o u n d e v i d e n c e f o r e v e n 
ea r l i e r R o m a n ac t i v i t y o n t h e s i te i n t h e 
f o r m o f a w e l l - p r e s e r v e d b a r r a c k b l o c k 
f r o m t h e R o m a n fo r t ress c o n s t r u c t e d 
s o o n a f t e r t h e R o m a n i n v a s i o n o f 
B r i t a i n . 

M o r e recen t l y , ex tens i ve n e w d i scove r i es 
w e r e m a d e d u r i n g t h e g r o u n d w o r k s f o r 
t h e s o - c a l l e d ' m i d - s i t e b u i l d i n g ' b e i n g 
e r e c t e d i n t h e c o l l e g e g r o u n d s . I n l a te 
2 0 0 3 a n d ea r l y 2 0 0 5 , e v a l u a t i o n w o r k 
c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e T r u s t r e v e a l e d 
tesse l l a ted a n d m o r t a r f l o o r s a n d 
f r a g m e n t s o f r u b b l e w a l l f o u n d a t i o n s . 
T h e s e r e m a i n s w e r e pa r t s o f a p rev ious l y 
u n k n o w n R o m a n b u i l d i n g ; f r a g m e n t s o f 
m o s a i c f l o o r i n g a n d p a i n t e d w a l l p l as te r 
s h o w i t t o h a v e b e e n lav ish ly d e c o r a t e d . 

I t w a s n o t u n t i l t h e m i d - s i t e b u i l d i n g 
w o r k s w e r e i n f u l l s w i n g i n A p r i l 2 0 0 5 

t h a t a n e x c i t i n g d i s c o v e r y w a s m a d e . 
T h e w e s t e n d o f a n e w a c c e s s r o a d 
r e v e a l e d a s e m i - s u n k e n R o m a n r o o m 
m e a s u r i n g 4 x 7 m i n t e r n a l l y . It h a d a 
p l a i n r ed t e s s e l l a t e d f l o o r a n d p a i n t e d 
p l a s t e r e d w a l l s su rv i v i ng to a h e i g h t o f 
1.3 m . A b e n c h w i t h i n t h e r o o m 
e x t e n d e d a r o u n d t h e w a l l . I t w a s 
r e n d e r e d i n o p u s signinum p l as te r a n d 
p a i n t e d a d a r k r e d / p u r p l e c o l o u r , 
c o n t r a s t i n g w i t h t h e d e c o r o f t h e w a l l s 
t h e m s e l v e s , w h i c h w e r e p a i n t e d l i gh te r 
r e d . ( O p u s signinum is a p i n k m o r t a r 
w h i c h i s o f t e n u s e d i n d a m p c o n d i t i o n s . ) 
Par ts o f t h i s c o l o u r s c h e m e a r e st i l l 
p rese rved in situ w h e r e t h e b e n c h 
surv ives i n t a c t . I n t h e s o u t h - e a s t c o r n e r 
o f t h e r o o m , t r a c e s o f a p rev i ous c o l o u r 
s c h e m e w e r e r e v e a l e d . H e r e a p a t c h o f 
g r e e n p a i n t r e m a i n e d u n d e r t h e red 
p i g m e n t s t h a t h a d r e p l a c e d it, s h o w i n g 
t h a t t a s t e f o r c h a n g e i n i n t e r i o r d e s i g n i s 
n o t a n en t i r e l y m o d e r n c o n c e p t ! 

Se t i n t o t h e t e s s e l l a t e d f l o o r i n t h e 
c e n t r e o f t h e r o o m w a s a s h a l l o w p o o l , 
f e d b y a w o o d e n p i p e m a d e o f o a k 
b r i n g i n g w a t e r f r o m a s p r i n g t h a t i s st i l l 
a c t i v e e v e n t o d a y . T h i s c r e a t e d 
c h a l l e n g e s f o r t h e e x c a v a t i o n t e a m , w h o 
h a d t o h o l d b a c k t h e r i s ing w a t e r levels 
a n d c o n s t a n t l y p u m p o u t t h e r o o m t o 
a l l o w e x c a v a t i o n t o c o n t i n u e . T h e w e t 
c o n d i t i o n s m e a n t t h a t t h e w o o d w a s 
w a t e r l o g g e d a n d as a resu l t t h e p i p e 
a n d t i m b e r s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i t su rv i ved 
t o a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y d e g r e e . T h e 
t e s s e l l a t e d f l o o r a r o u n d t h e p o o l h a d 

T r u s t s u r v e y o r Ch r i s L is ter t a k e s a 

w e l l - e a r n e d b r e a k o n t h e j o b . 

b e e n d a m a g e d a n d t h e u n d e r l y i n g o p u s 
signinum le f t e x p o s e d , poss ib l y as t h e 
resu l t o f t h e r e m o v a l o f a m o s a i c w h e n 
t h e b u i l d i n g w a s n o l o n g e r n e e d e d i n 
l a t e r R o m a n t i m e s . O n e f r a g m e n t o f 
b l a c k a n d w h i t e m o s a i c , p lus severa l 
d o z e n i n d i v i d u a l b l a c k a n d w h i t e tesse ra 
c u b e s i n t h e d e m o l i t i o n m a t e r i a l t h a t 
f i l l ed t h e p o o l , a n d t w o c o l o u r e d g lass 
tesse ra c u b e s , o n e g r e e n a n d o t h e r b l u e , 
i n t h e si l t c l o g g i n g u p t h e t i m b e r p i p e 
s u g g e s t t h a t a b a s i n h a d b e e n set i n t h e 
f l o o r d i r e c t l y o v e r t h e p i p e a n d t h a t t h i s 
b a s i n h a d b e e n d e c o r a t e d w i t h a 
c o l o u r e d m o s a i c . 

I n t h e s o u t h e r n w a l l a f u r t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g 
f e a t u r e w a s i d e n t i f i e d i n t h e f o r m o f a 
s h a l l o w a l c o v e recessed i n t o t h e b e n c h . 
T h i s f e a t u r e w a s d i r e c t l y i n f r o n t o f t h e 
p o o l c u t i n t o t h e f l o o r . T h e a l c o v e (set 

A b o v e r i gh t . T h e d a i l y c h o r e f i rs t t h i n g 

i n t h e m o r n i n g - p u m p i n g o u t t h e 

s u n k e n r o o m . 

R i g h t b e l o w . T h e r o o m v i e w e d f r o m t h e 

s o u t h s h o w i n g t h e p i t f o r t h e b a s i n a n d 

t h e t i m b e r p i p e b e l o w . 
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t o o l o w i n t h e b e n c h t o b e eas i ly u s e d a s 
a sea t ) p r o b a b l y h e l d a s m a l l s t a t u e or 
f i g u r i n e . I t w a s p l a s t e r e d a n d p a i n t e d i n 
t h e s a m e l i g h t r ed c o l o u r a s t h e s o u t h 
w a l l i n c o n t r a s t t o t h e d a r k p u r p l e c o l o u r 
o f t h e b e n c h . 

T h e f u n c t i o n o f t h e s u n k e n r o o m i s 
u n c l e a r , b u t t h e r e a r e a n u m b e r o f 
poss ib i l i t i es i n d i c a t e d b y t h e p r e s e n c e o f 
t h e f r e e f l o w i n g w a t e r . O n e i s t h a t i t w a s 
a nymphaeum (a s h r i n e d e d i c a t e d to t h e 
n y m p h o f t h e s p r i n g ) . H o w e v e r , t h e 
m o s t l i ke ly e x p l a n a t i o n i s t h a t t h e r o o m 
h a d b e e n p a r t o f a b a t h - h o u s e . 

T h e t y p i c a l R o m a n b a t h - h o u s e h a d 
t h r e e r o o m s o f d i f f e r i n g t e m p e r a t u r e s 
t h r o u g h w h i c h t h e b a t h e r w o u l d h a v e 
p r o g r e s s e d , s t a r t i n g w i t h a c o l d r o o m 
(frigidarium) o f t e n w i t h a p l u n g e p o o l , 
t h e n a w a r m r o o m (tepidahum) a n d 
f i n a l l y a h o t r o o m (caldarium). In t h e 
m i d - s i t e e x a m p l e , t h e a b s e n c e o f a 
h y p o c a u s t s y s t e m ( u n d e r f l o o r h e a t i n g ) 
i n t h i s r o o m s h o w s t h a t i t c o u l d n o t h a v e 
b e e n t h e h o t r o o m o r t h e w a r m r o o m , 
a n d t h e c e n t r a l p o o l o r b a s i n i s c l ea r l y 
n o t l a r g e e n o u g h t o h a v e b e e n t h e 
p l u n g e p o o l i n t h e c o l d r o o m . I t i s 
t h e r e f o r e p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e r o o m w a s t h e 
c h a n g i n g r o o m ( a p o d y t e r i u m ) , w i t h 
o t h e r r o o m s o f t h e b a t h - h o u s e r e a c h e d 
t h r o u g h a d o o r w a y e v i d e n t i n t h e n o r t h 
w a l l . T h e d i s c o v e r y o f a g a m i n g t o k e n 
w a s h e d i n t o t h e p i p e c o n f i r m t h a t o t h e r 
soc ia l ac t i v i t i es w e r e t a k i n g p l a c e h e r e 
a n d t h a t b a t h i n g w a s a n i m p o r t a n t 
soc ia l ac t i v i t y , n o t j us t a m a t t e r o f 
h y g i e n e ! 

A s w o r k p r o g r e s s e d a t t h e e a s t e r n e d g e 
o f t h e m i d - s i t e a r e a , a g r a v e l r o a d 
s u r f a c e a n d v a r i o u s r u b b l e f o u n d a t i o n s 
a n d m o r t a r f l o o r s w e r e d i s c o v e r e d . 
T h e s e p r o v e d t o b e t h e r e m a i n s o f 
c o r r i d o r s a n d a t l eas t t h r e e r o o m s o f a 
ye t a n o t h e r l a r g e R o m a n t o w n h o u s e . 

T h e b u i l d i n g w o r k ac ross t h e m i d - s i t e 
a r e a c o n t i n u e d t o p r o d u c e e v i d e n c e o f 
t h e h i g h - s t a t u s R o m a n ac t i v i t y f i rs t 
i d e n t i f i e d i n 2 0 0 3 . M o r e r u b b l e 
f o u n d a t i o n s a n d p l a i n t e s s e l l a t e d a n d 
opus signinum f l o o r s f r o m a n u m b e r of 
o t h e r r o o m s w e r e r e c o r d e d . M a t e r i a l 
r e c o v e r e d f r o m d e m o l i t i o n d e p o s i t s 
h i n t e d a t a h i g h s t a n d a r d o f d e c o r a t i o n 
i ns i de t h e b u i l d i n g . L a r g e a m o u n t s o f 
b r o k e n p a i n t e d p l as te r s h o w e d w a l l s 
c o v e r e d w i t h b r i g h t l y c o l o u r e d p a n e l s 
a n d e l a b o r a t e d e s i g n s i m i t a t i n g m a r b l e 

C l o s e - u p s o f t h e w o o d e n p i p e b e l o w 

t h e p i t f o r t h e b a s i i n . T h e w a t e r f l o w e d 

o u t o f t h e g a p b e t w e e n t w o ve r t i ca l 

b r i cks ( F 2 0 ) t o w a r d s t h e c a m e r a . O t h e r 

t i m b e r s a r e e v i d e n t b e l o w a n d t o e i t h e r 

s ide o f t h e b r i c ks . T h e i r p u r p o s e i s 

u n c e r t a i n . T h e y m a y be pa r t s o f a 

t i m b e r w e l l o r a s u m p . 



venee rs . T h i s sty le o f i n t e r i o r d e c o r a t i o n 
a p p e a r s i n h i g h - s t a t u s b u i l d i n g s ac ross 
t h e R o m a n w o r l d , a n d w o u l d h a v e 
f i l t e r e d o u t t o t h e p r o v i n c e s b y t h e 2 n d 
c e n t u r y w h e n t h e m i d - s i t e s t r u c t u r e s 
w e r e bu i l t . I n a d d i t i o n , q u a n t i t i e s o f 
l oose b l a c k a n d w h i t e tesse ra p o i n t t o 
s o m e o f t h e r o o m s h a v i n g b e e n 
d e c o r a t e d w i t h m o s a i c s . 

T h e size o f t h e b u i l d i n g a n d t h e n a t u r e 
o f t h e d e c o r a t i o n i n s o m e o f t h e r o o m s 
seen d u r i n g t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i m p l y t h a t 
t h e s t r u c t u r e w a s u n u s u a l , e v e n s p e c i a l . 
O n e poss ib i l i t y is t h a t i t w a s a mansio. 
T h e s e w e r e a s t a g i n g pos ts f o r 
m e s s e n g e r s , c o u r i e r s a n d o f f i c i a l s 
t r a v e l l i n g a r o u n d t h e p r o v i n c e o n 
g o v e r n m e n t bus iness . T h e m a j o r i t y o f 
R o m a n t o w n s w o u l d h a v e h a d s u c h a 
b u i l d i n g t o p r o v i d e f o r t h e s e t r ave l l e r s . 
T h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n w o u l d h a v e b e e n 
o f t w o c lasses : bas i c b a r r a c k - l i k e r o o m s 
f o r m e s s e n g e r s , a n d m o r e c o m f o r t a b l e 
a n d w e l l - a p p o i n t e d r o o m s o r su i tes f o r 
o f f i c i a l s . T h e r o o m s w o u l d h a v e b e e n 
h i g h l y - d e c o r a t e d a n d i n s o m e cases 
h e a t e d ( a l t h o u g h t h e r e w a s n o e v i d e n c e 
o f a h y p o c a u s t on t h e m i d - s i t e a r e a ) . I t 
s e e m s l ike ly t h a t t h e p a i n t e d p l as te r a n d 
tessera f r o m t h e d e m o l i t i o n a r e f r o m 
r o o m s s u c h a s t h e s e . F u r t h e r e v i d e n c e 
s u g g e s t i n g t h e b u i l d i n g m a y b e a mansio 
i s t h e s e m i - s u n k e n p a i n t e d r o o m . 
Mansiones u s u a l l y i n c l u d e d a s e p a r a t e 

b a t h - h o u s e , a n d t h e r o o m w i t h t h e 
r u n n i n g w a t e r m a y h a v e b e e n p a r t o f a 
b a t h su i t e s e p a r a t e t o t h e m a i n 
c o m p l e x . 

D a t i n g e v i d e n c e r e c o v e r e d f r o m t h e 
b u i l d i n g s s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e y w e r e 
c o n s t r u c t e d i n t h e l a t e 1st o r ea r l y 2 n d 
c e n t u r y . T h e y a p p e a r t o h a v e r e m a i n e d 
i n use f o r s o m e c o n s i d e r a b l e t i m e a n d t o 
h a v e b e e n a d a p t e d a n d c h a n g e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e p e r i o d o f use . I n t h e 
b a t h - h o u s e p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e 
o f m o d i f i c a t i o n a n d r e - d e c o r a t i o n . 
P las te r f r o m t h e d e m o l i t i o n h a d b e e n 
k e y e d to rece i ve a n e w p las te r f a c e . 
Po t te ry f r o m t h e d e m o l i t i o n i n d i c a t e s 
t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g w e n t o u t o f use i n t h e 
4 t h c e n t u r y a n d t h e s t r u c t u r e s b e c a m e 
d e r e l i c t 

T h e m i d - s i t e d e v e l o p m e n t has p r o v i d e d 
u s w i t h a n i n s i g h t i n t o t h e h o u s e s a n d 
o t h e r s t r u c t u r e s w h i c h s t o o d o n t h e 
s t e e p n o r t h - f a c i n g s l o p e i n s i d e t h e 
n o r t h - w e s t c o r n e r o f t h e w a l l e d t o w n 
d u r i n g t h e 2 n d a n d ea r l y 3 r d c e n t u r i e s . 
O u r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t h e r e h a v e led t o t h e 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f i m p o r t a n t h i g h - s t a t u s 
b u i l d i n g s , a l t h o u g h t h e o v e r a l l p i c t u r e i s 
i n c o m p l e t e a n d s o m e key issues t o d o 
w i t h t h e f u n c t i o n a n d p l a n o f m a n y o f 
t h e b u i l d i n g s r e m a i n u n s o l v e d . 

A n e x c e p t i o n a l l y w e l l - p r e s e r v e d w a l l a t 

t h e S ix th F o r m C o l l e g e . Pa r t o f o n e o f 

t h e l a r g e R o m a n b u i l d i n g s u n c o v e r e d 

d u r i n g b u i l d i n g w o r k s . 
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Sixth Form College 

It's a fake.... 
but it's beautiful 

Roman marble expert Will Clarke explores the intricacies of 
high-class wall decoration in the late Roman period and 
considers the significance of a remarkable group of wall plaster 
fragments from the Sixth Form College. 

W h i l s t d i scovery o f a R o m a n b a t h - h o u s e 
r e m a r k a b l y p rese rved o n t h e S ix th F o r m 
C o l l e g e has g r a b b e d h e a d l i n e s , f i n d s o f 
p a i n t e d p las te r r e c o v e r e d 70 m s o u t h 
eas t o f th i s R o m a n c o m p l e x a r e p r o v i n g 
e q u a l l y a s s e n s a t i o n a l i n t h e i r o w n q u i e t 
w a y . A r g u a b l y t h e y a r e m o r e so , f o r t h e y 
revea l ar t is ts w h o w e r e f a m i l i a r w i t h 
tas tes exc lus ive t o t h e r i ch a n d p o w e r f u l 
b a c k i n R o m e i tsel f a n d w h o b r a z e n l y 
a t t e m p t e d t o c r e a t e a n i l l u s i on o f 
exqu is i t e m a r b l e d e c o r k n o w n o n l y f r o m 
t h e m o s t g r a n d i o s e b u i l d i n g s i n t h a t 
a n c i e n t c i ty . 

N o w f i n d s o f p a i n t e d p las te r f r o m t h e 
r e m a i n s o f R o m a n b u i l d i n g s i n C o l 
c h e s t e r d o n ' t n o r m a l l y i nv i te s u c h 
a c c o l a d e . A l t h o u g h , b r i g h t l y c o l o u r e d , 
t h e y ' r e o f t e n fa i r l y p l a i n w i t h o c c a s i o n a l 
de ta i l s s u c h a s s t r ipes o r spo ts a n d 
sp lashes d e n o t i n g c r u d e a n d v a g u e 
a t t e m p t s t o i m i t a t e m a r b l e . 

B a c k i n July w h e n w o r k i n g f o r C A T as a 
f i e l d a r c h a e o l o g i s t , I p a s s e d by o u r 
o f f i ces w h e n p ieces o f t h i s p l as te r 
h a p p e n e d t o h a v e b e e n c l e a n e d a n d le f t 
o u t t o d ry . B e i n g a spec ia l i s t i n R o m a n 
d e c o r a t i v e s t o n e , I w a s a s t o n i s h e d to see 
a n a r ray o f exo t i c R o m a n s t o n e s a n d 
m a r b l e w h i c h h a d s o b e e n s o e x c e p t i o n 
a l l y we l l c o p i e d i n p a i n t . T h e s e w e r e n o t 
jus t a n y t ypes o f d e c o r a t i v e s t o n e , b u t 
t h e m o s t f a m o u s a n d m o s t e x p e n s i v e 
t ypes o f t h e R o m a n w o r l d . 

T w o t ypes o f p o r p h y r y a r e r e p r e s e n t e d . 
O n e o f t h e m i s g r e e n . I t d i sp lays c rys ta ls 
o c c a s i o n a l l y o v e r l a p p i n g t o c r e a t e t h e 
l a r g e crys ta l rose t tes w h i c h a r e a 
d is t inc t i ve f e a t u r e o f p o r p h y r y f r o m t h e 
s o u t h e r n hi l ls o f t h e P e l o p o n n e s e i n 
G r e e c e . T o t h e R o m a n s , th i s w a s k n o w n 
as Lapis Lacedaemonius m e a n i n g 
S p a r t a n s t o n e , s ince its s o u r c e lay n e a r 
t h e a n c i e n t c i ty s ta te o f S p a r t a . I n a n 
a c c o u n t by P a u s i a n u s o f a v is i t to t h i s 
p a r t o f G r e e c e i n t h e 2 n d A D , h e 
desc r ibes s t o n e f r o m t h e s e o u t c r o p s 'as 
very hard but o n c e worked they become 
so beautiful that they may be used for 

decorating the sanctuaries of gods'. T h e 
o t h e r p o r p h y r y is E g y p t i a n . I t i s d e e p red 
i n c o l o u r w i t h t i n y w h i t e c rys ta ls 
m a t c h i n g s t o n e f r o m M o n s Po r phy r i t es 
i n Egyp t ' s Eas te rn Dese r t . 

C o m p a r i s o n s b e t w e e n p o r p h y r y i m i t a t e d 
o n p l as te r a n d a c t u a l e x a m p l e s re 
c o v e r e d f r o m R o m a n si tes i n t h e t o w n 
s h o w t h a t t h e c rys ta ls i n b o t h t h e red 
a n d g r e e n p o r p h y r y h a d b e e n r e p l i c a t e d 
2 to 3 t i m e s l a r g e r t h a n a c t u a l size 
p r e s u m a b l y t o e n h a n c e r e c o g n i t i o n 
e v e n w h e n v i e w e d f r o m d i s t a n c e . 

I m i t a t i o n s o f o t h e r s t o n e s i n c l u d e a 
w h i t e a n d y e l l o w l i m e s t o n e breccia f r o m 
N o r t h A f r i c a t y p i c a l o f giallo antico f r o m 
q u a r r i e s o f C h e m t o u ( T u n i s i a ) , a n d a 
v a r i e g a t e d w h i t e m a r b l e w i t h p u r p l e / 
p i n k v e i n i n g s i m i l a r t o m a r b l e k n o w n a s 
pavonazzetto f r o m D o c i m i u m , i n 
Ph ryg i a ( c e n t r a l T u r k e y ) . 

Q u a n t i t i e s o f m o u l d i n g s p a i n t e d a d e e p 
red c o l o u r w e r e a l s o r e c o v e r e d w h i c h 
m i g h t p e r h a p s h a v e b e e n i n i m i t a t i o n o f 
a s i m i l a r l y c o l o u r e d l i m e s t o n e c o m m o n 
l y u s e d f o r m o u l d i n g s i n i n te r i o r s o f 
l u x u r i o u s R o m a n v i l las i n a n d a r o u n d 
R o m e . T h e s t o n e i s k n o w n as rosso 
antico a n d i t c o m e s f r o m C a p e T e n a r o s 
i n G r e e c e . S i nc e t h e y d e r i v e f r o m a 
c e i l i n g c o r n i c e r a t h e r t h a n socle ( d a d o ) 
o r n a m e n t , t h e y s h o w t h a t t h i s d e s i g n 
p r o b a b l y c o v e r e d a n e n t i r e w a l l , a n d 
t h a t t h e w a l l p a i n t i n g l i ke ly ex i s ted i n a 
p r i v a t e r a t h e r t h a n p u b l i c s e t t i n g . 

I n t o t a l 8 5 f r a g m e n t s o f p l as te r w i t h 
i m i t a t i o n s o f s t o n e w e r e r e c o v e r e d f r o m 
th i s f i rs t p h a s e o f t h e w a t c h i n g br ie f . 
T h e y p r o v i d e c o n v i n c i n g e v i d e n c e t h a t 
R o m a n ar t is ts b e h i n d t h i s w o r k w e r e n o t 
j us t m e r e l y p a i n t i n g a w a l l f e a t u r i n g a 
f e w e x o t i c s t o n e s , b u t a u d a c i o u s l y u s i n g 
p a i n t t o r e p r o d u c e o r bas i ca l l y f a k e a n 
en t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t d e c o r a t i v e t e c h n i q u e , 
o n e t o t a l l y b a s e d o n s t o n e a n d k n o w n a s 
opus sectile. W h y t h e y s h o u l d w a n t t o d o 
t h i s i s a q u e s t i o n a n s w e r e d by R o m a n 
l i te ra ry s o u r c e s , w h i c h te l l u s t h a t b y t h e 
1st c e n t u r y A D t h i n shee ts o f e x o t i c 

s t o n e s p r o v i d i n g c o v e r i n g s t o f l oo rs a n d 
w a l l s w e r e c o n s i d e r e d f a r m o r e h i g h 
s t a t us t h a n p a i n t e d d e c o r a n d even 
m o s a i c s b e c a u s e o f t h e i r cos t . Opus 
sectile is t r a d i t i o n a l l y f o u n d in pub l i c 
b u i l d i n g s i n t h e c i t y o f R o m e a n d 
i m p o r t a n t p u b l i c m o n u m e n t s a l l ove r 
t h e e m p i r e a n d p r i v a t e res i denc ies o f t h e 
w e a l t h y . N o n e t h e l e s s , I 've s t u d i e d th is 
t y p e o f d e c o r i n R o m a n I ta ly i n c l u d i n g 
t h e c i t ies o f P o m p e i i , H e r c u l a n e u m a n d 
R o m e , a n d i t i s a p p a r e n t t h a t p a i n t e d 
p l as te r f r o m t h e S ix th F o r m C o l l e g e i n 
d e s i g n i s very d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e n o r m . A 
m u c h c l o s e r m a t c h t o o u r m a t e r i a l i s a 
f a r r a re r t y p e w h i c h w a s m o r e 
s o p h i s t i c a t e d a n d i n n o v a t i v e a n d w h i c h 
s e e m s t o h a v e f i rs t a p p e a r e d i n R o m e 
d u r i n g t h e r e i g n s o f C l a u d i u s a n d his 
s u c c e s s o r N e r o ( A D 4 1 - 6 8 ) . T h e s e 
s c h e m e s w e r e b a s e d a r o u n d f i g u r e d , 
f l o r a l a n d g e o m e t r i c d e s i g n s , i n pa r t 
p r o d u c e d b y m i n u t e p ieces o f s t o n e i n 
t h e m a n n e r o f a p a i n t i n g . S u c h 
s c h e m e s w e r e d e s c r i b e d b y S e n e c a a s 
b e i n g "the luxury of his day" a n d a re 
k n o w n o n l y f r o m e x c e p t i o n a l l y o p u l e n t 
b u i l d i n g s i n R o m e s u c h a s t h e e m p e r o r 
N e r o ' s p a l a c e o n t h e P a l a t i n e . T h e best 
p rese rved e x a m p l e s a r e f r o m t h e 4 t h 
c e n t u r y w h e n t h e y o c c u r r e d o n a n 
i m m e n s e sca le a n d c o v e r e d e n t i r e wa l ls 
o f r o o m s i n c o r p o r a t i n g exqu is i t e l y f i ne 
d e t a i l c r e a t e d b y c o m b i n i n g g lass in lay, 
p o r p h y r y , l i m e s t o n e , a n d m a r b l e . T h e 
f r a g m e n t s o f p a i n t e d p l as te r f r o m t h e 
S ix th F o r m C o l l e g e b e a r a r e m a r k a b l e 
s i m i l a r i t y t o s u c h s c h e m e s . For e x a m p l e , 
t h e y i n d i c a t e b e l o w c e i l i n g o r n a m e n t 
c o n s i s t i n g o f a r ed c o r n i c e d i sp l ay i ng 
q u a r t e r r o u n d e d m o u l d i n g i s a b a n d 
a c t i n g a s a n u p p e r b o r d e r . Th is 
r ep resen t s a f r i eze f e a t u r i n g a r u n n i n g 
d i a m o n d p a t t e r n se t a g a i n s t a v i b r a n t 
b l u e b a c k g r o u n d i m i t a t i n g e i t h e r b l ue 
g lass o r Lap i s Lazu l i . B e l o w th i s a r e a 
ser ies o f f r a m e s f r e q u e n t l y e i t h e r g r e e n 
o r red p o r p h y r y v a r y i n g i n size, 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y r e c t a n g u l a r s h a p e b u t 
o c c a s i o n a l l y c i r c u l a r . T h e s e s u r r o u n d 
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p a n e l s w i t h c o n t r a s t i n g a r r a n g e m e n t s o f 
p o r p h y r y , l i m e s t o n e breccia a n d m a r b l e 
w h i c h i n c o r p o r a t e f i n e l y e x e c u t e d 
p i c t o r i a l d e t a i l t a k i n g t h e f o r m o f scro l ls 
a n d o c c a s i o n a l m o t i f s s u c h a s g lass 
vessels. 

T h i s r e c o n s t r u c t i o n i s b a s e d on o n l y a 
t i ny p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e f i n d s . T h e e x c i t i n g 
p r o s p e c t a w a i t i n g u s i n c o m i n g m o n t h s 
i s t o t a k e a l l t h e p i eces o f c l e a n e d 
p a i n t e d p las te r a m o u n t i n g t o a b o u t 
1 , 0 0 0 f r a g m e n t s i n t o o n e o f t h e l a r g e 
r o o m s o f t h e c o l l e g e a n d h e r e lay o u t 
t h e e n t i r e c o l l e c t i o n w o r k i n g w i t h 
t e a c h e r s a n d a r c h a e o l o g y s t u d e n t s . T h e 
h o p e i s t h a t a t l eas t p a r t o f t h i s 
r e m a r k a b l e w a l l s c h e m e c a n b e 
r e c o n s t r u c t e d . T h i s w i l l p r o v i d e u s w i t h 
i ns igh ts i n t o t h e ski l l a n d i n g e n u i t y o f 
R o m a n ar t i s ts w o r k i n g i n t h e t o w n a n d 
d e m o n s t r a t e t h e exo t i c t as tes i n r o o m 
d e c o r w h i c h t h e i r p a t r o n s d e m a n d e d . 

F r a g m e n t s o f f r a m e d p a n e l s o f w a l l p l as te r i n i m i t a t i o n o f s t o n e . 

A . G r e e k g r e e n p o r p h y r y ( ' S p a r t a n s t o n e ' ) a s b a c k g r o u n d t o a vase r e n d e r e d i n 

G i a l l o A n t i c o . A n e x a m p l e o f a rea l p i e c e o f G r e e k g r e e n p o r p h y r y i s s h o w n o n 

t h e le f t . 

B . E g y p t i a n red p o r p h y r y w i t h a l o w e r b a n d o f G i a l l o A n t i c o . An e x a m p l e o f a 

rea l p i e c e o f E g y p t i a n red p o r p h y r y i s s h o w n o n t h e lef t . 

C . G r e e k g r e e n p o r p h y r y w i t h a scro l l a n d b a n d b e l o w o f G i a l l o A n t i c o . 

C o r n e r o f a f r a m e d p a n e l 

D . G r e e k g r e e n p o r p h y r y i n a f r a m e as b a c k g r o u n d to a vase r e n d e r e d i n G i a l l o 

A n t i c o . 

Par ts o f r u n n i n g f r i ezes . 

E a n d F. 
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Sixth Form College 

Digging under the 
Roman town wall 
by Maruisz I Górniak 

It was a warm and dry late August day but we were 
shivering, and wet to the bone. The summer heat could 
not reach to us at the bottom of the 7 m vertical shaft. 
Thanks to high humidity, we were soaked with 
perspiration and thus having too many clothes on would 
only be a further nuisance. The electric suction pump 
could barely manage to keep down the rapidly rising 
freezing ground water and its occasional 'coughing' 
noises were more than a bit worrying. Should the 
machine become blocked by mud or gravel - a constant 
threat - we would have to vacate the trench 
immediately. Our tools, finds, cameras, and drawing 
equipment could be difficult to rescue. A rain of icy 
droplets was falling from a few small holes in the 
pump-hose high above. The foundation of the town wall 
had stood in groundwater and gravel for nearly two 
thousand years. The large piece of ancient mortar with 
pieces of quartzite and flint was now steaming - the cold 
water on its surface was heating up and evaporating. 

20 

Working 6-7 hours a day in such conditions, one could 
feel at the end of one's tether. But there was something 
very rewarding. Looking up at the northern side of the 
shaft, one could see the face of the ancient wall as it was 
standing nearly 2,000 years ago. In spite of my 
archaeological experience, I was astounded by the 
perfect condition of the wall. It was preserved so well due 
to the masses of earth from a rampart adjacent to its 
inner face. Digging up the rampart was like slowly 
opening a time-capsule with intact and perfectly-
preserved contents. The last time the face of the wall was 
seen like that was in the 2nd century! However, the most 
exciting thing for us was something much less impressive 
to look at. A couple of brownish-black and partly rotten 
wooden piles sticking out of the sand-gravel layer 
underneath the foundations. These pieces of wood were 
our ultimate goal. At least we had proved that they 
existed - after 2 months of hard digging... 



T h e a b o v e is a d e s c r i p t i o n o f e x c a v a t i o n 
wo rks c a r r i e d o u t a t C o l c h e s t e r S ix th 
F o r m C o l l e g e i n t h e s u m m e r o f 2 0 0 5 . 
Excava t i on c a r r i e d o u t i n a d v a n c e o f 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f n e w c o l l e g e b u i l d i n g s 
h a d a l r e a d y r e v e a l e d ex tens i ve R o m a n 
f loo rs a n d f o u n d a t i o n s ( in 2 0 0 2 a n d 
2 0 0 5 ) , as w e l l as a w e l l - p r e s e r v e d 
R o m a n b a t h - h o u s e ( 2 0 0 4 ) . T h e n e w 
b u i l d i n g s n e e d e d sewers , so a 
p i p e - t r e n c h w a s d u g t o c o n n e c t t o a n 
ex is t ing m a n h o l e a t t h e b o t t o m o f N o r t h 
H i l l . H o w e v e r , t h e t r e n c h h a d t o c ross a 
n a t i o n a l m o n u m e n t , p r o t e c t e d b y 
Engl ish H e r i t a g e - t h e C o l c h e s t e r 
R o m a n t o w n w a l l w i t h its i n n e r r a m p a r t . 
So, a s a g r e e d b e t w e e n H i g g i n s L t d , 
C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l T r u s t , a n d 
Engl ish H e r i t a g e , a d e e p t r e n c h w a s t o 
b e e x c a v a t e d b e s i d e t h e w a l l , d o w n t o 
t h e b o t t o m o f its f o u n d a t i o n . For us , t h e 
a r c h a e o l o g i s t s , i t w a s a n e x c e l l e n t 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o r e - e x a m i n e t h e R o m a n 
t o w n ' s d e f e n c e s . Ear l ie r i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o f 
t h e w a l l a n d t h e i n n e r r a m p a r t h a d 
a n s w e r e d m o s t o f t h e q u e s t i o n s 
c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r d a t i n g a n d b u i l d i n g 
t e c h n i q u e s . A r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v i d e n c e 
i nd i ca tes t h a t t h e w a l l w a s e r e c t e d s o o n 
a f te r 6 2 A D o r s o a n d t h e r a m p a r t w a s 
a d d e d l a te r - i n t h e 2 n d c e n t u r y - b u t 
f u r t h e r c o n f i r m a t i o n o f t h e s e d a t e s 
w o u l d e l i m i n a t e a n y s h a d o w o f d o u b t . 
T h e ' s h a f t a t t h e w a l l ' p r o j e c t a t t h e 
Six th F o r m C o l l e g e w a s t h u s a n 
e x c e l l e n t o p p o r t u n i t y t o d o t h i s . H o w 
ever, t h e s to ry h e r e i s a w i d e r o n e . T h e 
e x p o s e d p a r t o f a p r o b a b l e R o m a n b a t h 
f o u n d a b o u t 1 0 0 m s o u t h o f t h e R o m a n 
w a l l w a s f l o o d e d w i t h g r o u n d - w a t e r 
r u n n i n g d o w n t h e hi l l ( t he w a t e r p r e 
served R o m a n w o o d e n p ipes b e n e a t h 
t h e r o o m ' s f l o o r ) . T h i s a l l o w e d Ph i l i p 
C r u m m y t o f o r m t h e d a r i n g h y p o t h e s i s 
t h a t t h e p a r t o f R o m a n w a l l , l o c a t e d 
m u c h l o w e r o n t h e s l o p e o f N o r t h H i l l , 
m u s t a l s o b e f l o o d e d w i t h g r o u n d w a t e r 
a t its l o w e r p a r t , a n d , i f c o r r e c t , t h e n 
w o o d e n p i les w o u l d p r o b a b l y h a v e b e e n 
i nse r ted i n t o t h e g r o u n d s o t h a t t h e 
w a l l ' s f o u n d a t i o n c o u l d b e sa fe ly b u i l t . 
R o m a n e n g i n e e r s a r e k n o w n t o h a v e 
used s u c h a t e c h n i q u e t o b u i l d d e f e n s i v e 
wa l l s o n u n s t a b l e g r o u n d - f o r e x a m p l e 
a t t h e b a n k o f t h e River T h a m e s i n 
L o n d o n . H o w e v e r , m o r e i m p o r t a n t l y 
t h a n s i m p l y s h o w i n g t h e use o f t h i s 
b u i l d i n g t e c h n i q u e , t h e d i s c o v e r y o f 
w o o d e n p i les c o u l d p e r h a p s p r o v i d e a n 
e x a c t d a t e f o r t h e w a l l ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n 
t h r o u g h t r e e - r i n g ana l ys i s ( d e n d r o 
c h r o n o l o g y ) t h e bes t sc ien t i f i c d a t i n g 
m e t h o d i n a r c h a e o l o g y s o f a r . 

A n d s o i n July 2 0 0 5 t h e e x c a v a t i o n 
b e g a n . A s h a f t a l m o s t 7 m d e e p in t h e 
f o r m o f a n i n v e r t e d s t e p p e d p y r a m i d 
w a s e x c a v a t e d s t r a t i g r a p h i c a l l y - t h e 
t r e n c h n a r r o w i n g f r o m 9 s q u a r e m e t r e s 
a t t h e t o p t o 4 s q u a r e m e t r e s a t t h e 
b o t t o m , a s s u b s t a n t i a l w o o d e n s c a f f o l d 
i n g w a s i nse r t ed i n s t ages f o r o u r 
p r o t e c t i o n . A s a l l t h e e x c a v a t e d m a t e r i a l 
w a s e x t r a c t e d b y m e a n s o f a n e lec t r i c 



ho i s t , t h e d e e p e r t h e t r e n c h t h e m o r e 
d i f f i c u l t i t b e c a m e t o e x c a v a t e . T h e s h a f t 
w e n t t h r o u g h t o p s o i l , l a te R o m a n 
d u m p s o n t h e r a m p a r t , 3 3 e a r t h e n 
layers o f t h e r a m p a r t , as w e l l as a 
R o m a n r o a d a l o n g s i d e t h e w a l l . T o o u r 
su rp r i se , w e f o u n d t h a t layers o f a l m o s t 
p u r e c l a y b e n e a t h t h e r a m p a r t , d e 
l i be ra te l y p l a c e d t h e r e t o sea l t h e 
g r o u n d w a t e r u n d e r n e a t h . M o r e o v e r , t h e 
w a l l ' s f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e a l so p l a c e d i n a 
m a n - m a d e d e p o s i t - th i s t i m e a layer o f 
s a n d a n d g r a v e l . A s p r e d i c t e d , u n d e r t h e 
m a s s i v e f o u n d a t i o n s , m o r e t h a n 2 m 
b e l o w g r o u n d w a t e r level ( a n d 3 . 2 m 
b e l o w c u r r e n t s t ree t level o n t h e o u t e r 
s i d e o f t h e w a l l ) , t h e u p p e r pa r t s o f 
v e r t i c a l t i m b e r p i les s u n k i n t o t h e n a t u r a l 
so i l , a n d c o v e r e d w i t h s a n d a n d g r a v e l , 
w e r e e x p o s e d . 

T h e m a t e r i a l f o r t h e r a m p a r t o r i g i n a t e d 
f r o m w i t h i n t h e t o w n - i n c l u d i n g 
d e m o l i t i o n deb r i s a n d e a r t h . B o t h t h e 
r a m p a r t a n d la te r layers o f d u m p 
c o n t a i n e d m a n y f i n d s . I n t o t a l w e 
c o l l e c t e d : a l m o s t 2 8 0 k g o f b u i l d i n g 
s t o n e , 3 0 3 k g o f R o m a n b r i ck a n d t i l e 
f r a g m e n t s , 6 4 k g o f m o r t a r a n d p a i n t e d 
p las te r , 1 0 k g o f b o n e a n d oys te r s h e l l , 
a n d - m o s t i m p o r t a n t l y f o r us - m o r e 
t h a n 1 2 k g o f p o t - s h e r d s . T h e s e f i n d s 
a r e st i l l i n t h e f i n a l s tages o f ana l ys i s , b u t 
a l r e a d y w e c a n te l l t h a t t h e R o m a n 
d e f e n c e s o f C o l c h e s t e r w e r e b u i l t i n a t 
l eas t t w o s tages . W e l l b e f o r e A D 1 0 0 -
m o s t p r o b a b l y s o o n a f t e r t h e B o u d i c a n 
revo l t w a s c r u s h e d - t h e R o m a n w a l l 
w a s e r e c t e d . Its s u p e r s t r u c t u r e ( t h e 
v is ib le wa l l ) i s m o r e or less s i m i l a r a l l 
a r o u n d t h e t o w n , b u t its s u b s t r u c t u r e 
( t h e b a s e o f t h e w a l l a n d its f o u n d a t i o n s ) 
va r ies d e p e n d i n g o n g r o u n d c o n d i t i o n s . 
B e c a u s e o f t h e h i g h g r o u n d w a t e r leve l 
a t t h e b o t t o m o f N o r t h H i l l , a m a s s i v e 
d i t c h (a t leas t 6 - 7 m w i d e ) w a s d u g , t h e n 
a set o f r e c t a n g u l a r t i m b e r p i les w a s 
s u n k i n t o t h e n a t u r a l g r o u n d a n d 
c o v e r e d w i t h a layer o f s a n d a n d g r a v e l . 
I n t o th i s l ayer a m o r t a r w i t h h a r d q u a r t z 
a n d f l i n t s t o n e c o b b l e s a n d b o u l d e r s w a s 
p o u r e d , f o r m i n g t h e w a l l ' s f o u n d a t i o n s . 
A b o v e th i s w a s b u i l t t h e b a s e o f t h e w a l l 
- c o n s i s t i n g o f c u b e d p ieces o f s e p t a r i a 
s t o n e b o n d e d w i t h opus signinum 
m o r t a r ( th is t y p e o f R o m a n m o r t a r h a d 
spec ia l w a t e r - r e s i s t a n t p r o p e r t i e s ) . 
Severa l layers o f c l a y a d j a c e n t t o t h e 
w a l l sea led t h e s a n d a n d g r a v e l a n d t h e 
g r o u n d w a t e r . A b o v e t h i s , a r o a d m a d e 
o f g rave l a n d s a n d w a s l a i d d o w n a b o u t 
2 m a w a y f r o m t h e w a l l . T h e m a i n p a r t o f 
t h e w a l l w a s bu i l t o f s e p t a r i a s t o n e a n d 
br icks b o n d e d w i t h m o r t a r a n d o p u s 
signinum. T h e f a c e o f t h e w a l l cons i s t s 
o f nea t l y l a i d a l t e r n a t i n g c o u r s e s o f 
s t o n e a n d b r i ck , set i n b a n d s o f f o u r a n d 
f o u r . S t r a i g h t h o r i z o n t a l a n d s h o r t 
ve r t i ca l l ines w e r e i nc i sed i n t o t h e f r e s h 
m o r t a r t o c r e a t e t h e i l l us ion t h a t t h e 
s t o n e b locks a n d br icks w e r e o f e q u a l 
d i m e n s i o n . T h e w a l l a t t h i s t i m e w a s 
c l e a r l y a f r e e s t a n d i n g s t r u c t u r e w i t h a 
r o a d r u n n i n g a l o n g its i n n e r s ide . 

O r i g i n a l l y , i t w a s a p p r o x i m a t e l y 6 - 7 m 
h i g h i n c l u d i n g t h e b a t t l e m e n t s ( n o w 
a d a y s v i s ib le to a m a x i m u m h e i g h t o f 4 
m a b o v e t h e g r o u n d ) a n d 2 . 4 m w i d e . I t 
s e e m s t h a t d u r i n g t h e l a t e 2 n d c e n t u r y 
t h e layers o f t h e r a m p a r t w e r e a d d e d , 
s t r e n g t h e n i n g t h e w a l l . D u r i n g t h e l a t e 
R o m a n p e r i o d - l a te 3 r d - e a r l y 4 t h 
c e n t u r y - m a t e r i a l f r o m d e m o l i s h e d 
b u i l d i n g s w a s d u m p e d o n t o p o f t h e 
r a m p a r t . M u c h la te r , d u r i n g t h e 1 5 t h o r 
1 6 t h c e n t u r y , t h e u p p e r p a r t o f t h e w a l l ' s 
i n n e r f a c i n g w a s r o b b e d o u t - l e a v i n g 
o n l y t h e c o r e o f t h e w a l l . T h e o u t e r f a c e 
o f t h e w a l l h a d lost its f a c i n g b l o c k s a n d 
b r i c k l o n g b e f o r e t h a t - i t h a d b e e n 
p e r i o d i c a l l y c u t b a c k p r e s u m a b l y t o r o b 
i t f o r b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s . W h a t w e c a n 
see o f t h e w a l l n o w a d a y s i s i n f a c t 
m a i n l y t h e c o r e o f t h e w a l l - b e i n g m a d e 
o f v a r i o u s r o u g h l y c u t p i eces o f s e p t a r i a 
s t o n e b o n d e d w i t h t h i c k m o r t a r , a n d 
w i t h c o u r s e s o f b r i c k b e t w e e n t h e s t o n e 
r u b b l e . Bu t , o r i g i n a l l y , t h e o u t e r f a c e 
l o o k e d t h e s a m e a s o u r i n n e r f a c i n g . 

E n g i n e e r s f r o m t h e H i g g i n s d e v e l o p 
m e n t c o m p a n y c o u l d n o t h i d e t h e i r 
a m a z e m e n t w h e n v i e w i n g t h e w h o l e 
s t r u c t u r e o f t h e R o m a n d e f e n c e s . T h e 
t e c h n i q u e s u s e d b y t h e R o m a n s w e r e 
n o t ve ry d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e o n e s a p p l i e d 
t o t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f l a r g e m o d e r n 
b u i l d i n g s . T h e m a t e r i a l s a n d t o o l s d i f f e r 
b u t t h e m e t h o d s a r e s i m i l a r : s t r i p p i n g 
t h e u n s t a b l e g r o u n d t o s t a b l e n a t u r a l 
so i l ; t h e use o f v e r t i c a l p i les ; a b a l l a s t 
l aye r c o n s i s t i n g o f g r a v e l ; f o u n d a t i o n s 
m a d e o f h a r d m a t e r i a l ; a n d a m a i n 
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e m a d e o f l i g h t e r 
m a t e r i a l s . T h e d u r a b i l i t y o f t h e R o m a n 
c o n s t r u c t i o n i s w e l l p r o v e n . I n sp i t e o f 
a l m o s t t w o m i l l e n n i a o f e r o s i o n , s ieges , 
a n d t h e s t r i p p i n g o f its f a c i n g , t h e w a l l i s 

st i l l s t a n d i n g f i r m . B u t h o w d i d t h e 
R o m a n s m a n a g e t o b u i l d t h e w a l l a n d 
s t o p t h e f o u n d a t i o n t r e n c h e s f i l l i n g w i t h 
w a t e r ? T h i s p r o b a b l y h a d t o i nvo lve 
d i g g i n g a w h o l e s y s t e m o f d r a i n a g e 
t r e n c h e s , w h i c h w o u l d h a v e m a d e t h e 
w h o l e p r o j e c t a g i g a n t i c e n t e r p r i s e . 

H o w e v e r , e v e n t u a l l y t h e e x c a v a t i o n i n 
t h e s h a f t h a d t o b e t e r m i n a t e d . T h e 
f o u n d a t i o n s t u r n e d o u t t o b e m u c h 
d e e p e r t h a n w e t h o u g h t . I n S e p t e m b e r , 
Eng l i s h H e r i t a g e g r a n t e d p e r m i s s i o n f o r 
a h o l e t o b e d r i l l e d t h r o u g h t h e l o w e r 
p a r t o f t h e w a l l , t o c o n n e c t t h e n e w 
s e w a g e - p i p e w i t h t h e m a n h o l e o u t s i d e 
t h e w a l l . M o r e o v e r , t h e p i p e - t r e n c h 
l e a d i n g t o t h e s h a f t e x p o s e d a n i nne r 
t o w e r o f t h e R o m a n w a l l ( a b o u t 5 0 m 
s o u t h - w e s t o f t h e s h a f t ) , w h i c h h a d t o b e 
e x c a v a t e d a n d r e c o r d e d t o a level o f 
2 m . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e m a i n b u i l d i n g 
w o r k s a t t h e S i x th F o r m C o l l e g e 
d i s t u r b e d f u r t h e r R o m a n layers , a n d a 
s m a l l w a t c h i n g - b r i e f r e s c u e e x c a v a t i o n 
w a s c o n d u c t e d . W e w e r e r u n n i n g o u t o f 
t i m e . In a las t e f f o r t , we d u g a s lo t u n d e r 
t h e f o u n d a t i o n w h i c h a l l o w e d u s t o 
e x p o s e t h e t o p o f t w o w o o d e n pi les a n d 
c u t o f f t h e l a r g e s t p i e c e w e c o u l d o b t a i n 
f o r t r e e - r i n g a n a l y s i s . H o w e v e r , sadly , 
t h e s a w n - o u t p a r t o f t h e p i le a p p e a r e d 
t o b e t o o d a m a g e d b y t h e w e i g h t o f t h e 
w a l l a n d n o c o n c l u s i v e d a t e was 
o b t a i n e d . So , w e success fu l l y e x c a v a t e d 
t h e i n n e r R o m a n d e f e n c e s , w e m a n 
a g e d t o p r o v e t h e e x i s t e n c e o f t h e p i l i ng 
u n d e r t h e w a l l b u t f a i l e d t o o b t a i n a 
d e n d r o c h r o n o l o g i c a l d a t e f o r i t . T h u s , 
t h e o a k p i les u n d e r t h e w a l l a w a i t f u t u r e 
e x p l o r a t i o n , a n d p e r h a p s e v e n t u a l l y the 
s o u g h t - a f t e r sc ien t i f i c d a t e f o r t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e w a l l w i l l b e 
e s t a b l i s h e d . 
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Sixth Form College 

Dating with tree 
rings 
Dendrochronologist Martin Bridge was called in to 
date the timbers found under the Roman town wall 
at the Sixth Form College. But disappointment was 
in store. Martin explains why. 

D e n d r o c h r o n o l o g y ( t r e e - r i n g d a t i n g ) i s 
n o w a w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d d a t i n g t e c h n i q u e , 
c a p a b l e o f d a t i n g t h e a n n u a l r i ngs i n 
s a m p l e s o f w o o d . W i t h o a k t i m b e r s , f o r 
w h i c h w e h a v e c o n t i n u o u s c h r o n o l o g i e s 
s t r e t c h i n g b a c k b e y o n d t h e R o m a n 
p e r i o d , i t i s poss i b l e to e s t a b l i s h t h e very 
y e a r i n w h i c h t h e t r e e w a s f e l l e d , i f t h e 
o u t e r r i ngs t o t h e b a r k r e m a i n . E a c h t r e e 
re f lec ts its o w n l i fe h i s to ry in its r i n g 
s e q u e n c e . H o w e v e r , a l l t h e t rees o f t h e 
s a m e spec ies , g r o w i n g i n t h e s a m e a r e a , 
w i l l t e n d t o r e a c t t h e s a m e w a y t o t h e 
w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s a s t h e y va ry f r o m 
y e a r t o yea r . T h i s m e a n s t h a t t h e r e w i l l 
b e s o m e s i m i l a r i t y i n t h e i r g r o w t h 
p a t t e r n s , a n d i f t h e r e a r e e n o u g h r i ngs 
r e m a i n i n g in a s a m p l e , i t is t h e o r e t i c a l l y 
poss ib le t o m a t c h t h e p a t t e r n o f v a r y i n g 
r i ng w i d t h s a g a i n s t d a t e d c h r o n o l o g i e s , 
e s t a b l i s h e d f r o m o t h e r s i tes b y ove r 
l a p p i n g p a t t e r n s f r o m l i v ing t rees w i t h 
p rog ress i ve l y o l d e r s a m p l e s o f w o o d . A s 
w e g o b a c k i n t i m e , t h e r e a r e less 
s a m p l e s a v a i l a b l e t o us , a n d o u r R o m a n 
m a t e r i a l m o s t l y c o m e s f r o m L o n d o n a n d 
Car l i s l e , w i t h o n l y a f e w d a t e d s a m p l e s 
f r o m e l s e w h e r e i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

W h e n t h e t r e e i s g r o w i n g , t h e o u t e r r i ngs 
( s a p w o o d ) a r e l i v i ng a n d t h e w o o d i s 
m u c h so f te r . As a n e w r i n g i s a d d e d 
e a c h yea r , t h e w o o d f u r t h e r i n f r o m t h e 
b a r k d ies a n d i s f i l l ed w i t h by p r o d u c t s o f 
t h e t r e e ' s m e t a b o l i s m w h i c h m a k e i t 
m o r e res i l ien t . Q u i t e o f t e n t h e s a p w o o d 
i s lost w h e n t h e t i m b e r i s c o n v e r t e d f o r 
use , o r i t d e c a y s fa i r l y r ap id l y . O n e i s 
t h e n le f t w i t h a s e q u e n c e o f r i ngs t h a t 
c a n b e p rec ise ly d a t e d , b u t o n e d o e s n o t 

k n o w h o w m a n y r i ngs m a y 
h a v e b e e n lost o n t h e o u t e r 
e d g e . 

T h e i d e a l s i t u a t i o n f o r d a t i n g 
t h e r e f o r e i s t h a t t h e t i m b e r i s 
o a k , b e c a u s e w e h a v e t h e 
c h r o n o l o g i e s a v a i l a b l e 

a g a i n s t w h i c h t o c o m p a r e t h e 
r i n g w i d t h s e q u e n c e s ; t h a t 
t h e r e a r e severa l c o n t e m p o r 
a n e o u s s a m p l e s s o t h a t w e 
c a n f i n d t h e s im i l a r i t i e s i n 
t h e i r p a t t e r n s o f g r o w t h a n d 
f i l t e r o u t f a c t o r s a f f e c t i n g 
i n d i v i d u a l t r ees , a n d a l s o t h a t 
we h a v e a n u m b e r o f 
s a m p l e s w h i c h w i l l h o p e f u l l y 
a l l t e l l t h e s a m e s tory i n t e r m s 
o f w h e n t h e y w e r e c u t d o w n . 
F ina l l y a t l eas t s o m e t r a c e s o f t h e 
s a p w o o d , p r e f e r a b l y o u t t o t h e b a r k , 
s h o u l d b e p r e s e n t . 

O n m y f i rs t v is i t t o t h e e x c a v a t i o n severa l 

t i m b e r s h a d b e e n r e v e a l e d , a n d I c o u l d 

c o n f i r m t h a t t h e y w e r e o f o a k . W i t h t h e 

e y e o f f a i t h , i t l o o k e d a s t h o u g h t h e r e 

w a s a t l eas t o n e l a r g e t i m b e r w i t h a 

n a t u r a l l o o k i n g o u t s i d e e d g e , a n d i t 

l o o k e d a s i f t h e r e m a y b e e n o u g h r i ngs . 

T h e w e t w o o d w a s very so f t a n d i n o r d e r 

t o b e a b l e t o see a n d m e a s u r e t h e r i ngs , 

i t w a s necessa ry t o t a k e s m a l l c ross -

s e c t i o n s a w a y a n d f r eeze t h e m s o t h a t a 

so l i d s u r f a c e c o u l d b e c u t t o revea l t h e 

r i ng s e q u e n c e s . A c o u p l e o f w e e k s l a te r I 

m a d e a s e c o n d v is i t a n d p i c k e d u p 

severa l f u r t h e r p ieces o f w o o d t h a t h a d 

b e e n e x c a v a t e d . 

O n c e t h e r i ngs w e r e c l e a r l y v i s ib le i t w a s 
a p p a r e n t t h a t m o s t o f t h e s e q u e n c e s 
c o n t a i n e d t o o f e w r i ngs , a n d s o m e 
s e q u e n c e s w e r e a f f e c t e d b y r o o t i n t h e 
m i d d l e , a n d d i s t o r t i o n f r o m t h e w e i g h t 
o f t h e m a s s i v e w a l l w h i c h h a d sa t o n 
t h e m . T h r e e w e r e m e a s u r e d , b u t sad ly 
t h e p a t t e r n s d i d n o t m a t c h e a c h o the r , 
n o r d i d t h e y m a t c h d a t e d m a t e r i a l f r o m 
a n y p e r i o d . N o t su rp r i s i ng l y , g i v e n t h e 
w e t c o n d i t i o n s , n o s a p w o o d r e m a i n e d , 
s o e v e n i f t h e r i n g s e q u e n c e s h a d b e e n 
d a t e d , o n e w o u l d h a v e h a d t o have 
a d d e d a n e s t i m a t e f o r t h e n u m b e r o f 
r i ngs o f s a p w o o d los t , w h i c h w o u l d have 
g i v e n a r a n g e o f a b o u t 3 0 years f o r t h e 
l ike ly f e l l i n g d a t e , b u t w o u l d a t least 
h a v e c o n f i r m e d w h i c h h a l f - c e n t u r y t h e 
t rees w e r e f e l l e d i n . 

Le f t . S a m p l e o f t i m b e r f r o m t h e S ix th F o r m C o l l e g e ready f o r 

m e a s u r i n g . 

A b o v e . P lo ts o f t h e r i n g - w i d t h ser ies f r o m t h e t h r e e m e a s u r e d 

s a m p l e s o f R o m a n o a k f o u n d u n d e r t h e w a l l . T h e y-axis i s t h e 

r i n g - w i d t h i n m m p l o t t e d o n a l o g a r i t h m i c sca le . 
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Tomb of the falconer? 

A spectacular discovery during building works at the Colchester 
Royal Grammar School revealed the remains of an extraordinary 

monument to a wealthy citizen of Roman Colchester. The 
monument incorporated an impressive tower which, in its day, must 

have been a landmark on the main entrance in and out of the 
walled town. But the significance of the discovery does not stop 

here because the cremated remains buried in the monument 
included bones of perhaps as many as five or even more 

sparrowhawks. Falconry, or in this case hawking, was traditionally 
a noble art - a past-time of the powerful and wealthy - but its 

pursuit in Roman Britain is not yet proven. Howard Brooks 
examines the possible significance of the bird bones. 

L e x d e n R o a d i s b u s y a t r u s h h o u r n o w 
a d a y s , b u t i t w a s busy i n R o m a n t i m e s 
t o o . I f i t w e r e poss i b l e t o s t r ip a w a y t h e 
m o d e r n b u i l d i n g s a n d t r a v e l b a c k 
a l m o s t 2 , 0 0 0 yea rs , o n e w o u l d see a 
m a j o r R o m a n r o a d f r o m C h e l m s f o r d 
a n d L o n d o n h e a d i n g f o r a R o m a n 
' s p a g h e t t i j u n c t i o n ' s o m e w h e r e u n d e r 
t h e G r a m m a r S c h o o l b u i l d i n g s . F r o m 
th is j u n c t i o n , o n e r o a d h e a d e d i n t o t o w n 
t h r o u g h t h e B a l k e r n e G a t e , a n d o t h e r 
r o a d s r a n o f f i n v a r i o u s d i r e c t i o n s . I t 
w o u l d a l so b e c l e a r t h a t t h e R o m a n 
r o a d s w e r e l i n e d w i t h c e m e t e r i e s 
c o n t a i n i n g s p e c t a c u l a r t o m b s o f t h e 
w e a l t h i e s t c i t i zens o f R o m a n C o l c h e s t e r . 

I n A u g u s t 2 0 0 5 , b u i l d i n g w o r k f o r a n e w 
sc i ence b l o c k a t t h e G r a m m a r S c h o o l 
r e v e a l e d t h e w e l l - p r e s e r v e d f o u n d a t i o n s 
o f a n o c t a g o n a l R o m a n s t r u c t u r e w i t h i n 
a r e c t a n g u l a r w a l l e d e n c l o s u r e . T h e r e 
w e r e seven a s s o c i a t e d c r e m a t i o n b u r 
ia ls , t w o w i t h i n t h e o c t a g o n , f o u r w i t h i n 
t h e w a l l e d a r e a , a n d o n e o u t s i d e . W e 
h a v e d e s c r i b e d t h e s t r u c t u r e as a 
' t e m p l e - t o m b ' b e c a u s e i t c o m b i n e s t h e 
f u n c t i o n o f a s m a l l w a l l e d c e m e t e r y w i t h 
a g r o u n d - p l a n w h i c h i s s i m i l a r to ( b u t 
s m a l l e r t h a n ) t h e ' s q u a r e w i t h i n a 
s q u a r e ' l a y o u t o f a t y p i c a l R o m a n o -
Ce l t i c t e m p l e . I n te res t i ng l y , a n o t h e r 
w a l l e d c e m e t e r y i s r e c o r d e d a m e r e 75 
m e t r e s a w a y , a t G u r n e y B e n h a m H o u s e . 

A l t h o u g h t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e w a s 
m i s s i n g , t h e size o f t h e o c t a g o n f o u n d 
a t i o n sugges ts a s u b s t a n t i a l s t r u c t u r e 
a b o v e , a n d o n e w h i c h w a s m u c h l a r g e r 
t h a n t h e e n c l o s u r e w a l l . A s i ng le c o u r s e 
o f surv iv ing t u f a s t o n e b l o c k s w i t h a n 
ex te rna l c h a m f e r s h o w t h a t t h e u p p e r 
wa l l s w e r e a t least pa r t i a l l y b u i l t o f t u f a . 
T u f a i s n o t c o m m o n i n R o m a n b u i l d 
i ngs , a n d t h e f a c t t h a t i t o c c u r s i n t h e 
t r i u m p h a l a r c h a t B a l k e r n e G a t e s h o w s 
t h a t i t m a y h a v e b e e n reserved f o r 
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s t ruc tu res w h i c h w e r e i n s o m e w a y 
' s p e c i a l ' , s u c h a s m o n u m e n t a l t o m b s . 
U n l i k e s e p t a r i a a n d K e n t i s h g r e e n s a n d 
w h i c h a r e t h e c o m m o n e s t s t ones u s e d 
f o r b u i l d i n g i n R o m a n C o l c h e s t e r , t u f a 
c a n b e eas i ly w o r k e d a n d w a s m u c h 
be t te r su i t ed f o r o r n a m e n t a l f a c a d e s . Its 
use i n t h e Roya l G r a m m a r S c h o o l t o m b 
sugges ts t h a t t h e b u i l d i n g h a d b e e n 
e l a b o r a t e l y f i n i s h e d . 

T h e s i t u a t i o n o f t h e t o m b i s s i g n i f i c a n t -
i t l ies on a R o m a n c r o s s r o a d s , on t h e 
s o u t h s ide o f t h e m a i n L o n d o n R o a d 
a n d o n t h e w e s t s ide o f a r o a d r u n n i n g 
s o u t h t o G o s b e c k s , w i t h its R o m a n 
t e m p l e a n d t h e a t r e . T h e b u i l d e r s o f t h e 
t o m b c h o s e a s i te w h i c h w a s c l e a r l y 
v is ib le f r o m v a r i o u s d i r e c t i o n s , s o t h a t 
t rave l le rs c o m i n g i n t o t h e R o m a n t o w n 
w o u l d b e i m p r e s s e d b y t h e t o m b a n d 
w o u l d b e r e m i n d e d o f t h e p e r s o n w h o 
w a s b u r i e d t h e r e a l o n g w i t h m e m b e r s o f 
his f a m i l y a n d p e r h a p s h o u s e h o l d . 

T h e t e m p l e - t o m b i s i n t e r e s t i n g e n o u g h 
i n its o w n r i gh t , b u t a s t u d y o f t h e 
c r e m a t e d b o n e s b y f a u n a l r e m a i n s 
exper ts F r a n c e s c o B o g h i a n d Ju l ie C u r l 

o f t h e N o r f o l k A r c h a e o l o g i c a l U n i t has 
u n c o v e r e d s o m e f a s c i n a t i n g d e t a i l . First, 
a s i g n i f i c a n t q u a n t i t y o f t h e b o n e p l a c e d 
i n t h e c r e m a t i o n bu r i a l s i s a n i m a l r a t h e r 
t h a n h u m a n , s u g g e s t i n g t h a t v a r i o u s 
a n i m a l s w e r e c r e m a t e d a l o n g w i t h t h e 
h u m a n s . T h e r e a r e t w o levels a t w h i c h 
t h i s c a n b e i n t e r p r e t e d : e i t h e r t h e 
a n i m a l s a r e s i m p l y t h e f a v o u r i t e m e a t o f 
t h e d e c e a s e d p e r s o n ( m o s t a r e s h e e p o r 
g o a t ) o r t h e b o n e s h a v e a r e l i g i o u s o r 
r i t ua l s i g n i f i c a n c e . S e c o n d , i t i s o f t h e 
g r e a t e s t i n t e res t t h a t o n e o f t h e b u r i a l s 
c o n t a i n e d t h e r e m a i n s o f a f e m a l e 
s p a r r o w h a w k a n d o t h e r j u v e n i l e b i r d 
b o n e s . C u r i o u s l y , t h i s w a s n o t t h e 
c e n t r a l b u r i a l i n s i de t h e o c t a g o n ( w h i c h 
c o n t a i n s a s i n g l e p i e c e o f c r e m a t e d 
h u m a n b o n e ) , b u t w a s l o c a t e d i n t h e 
s o u t h - e a s t e r n p a r t o f t h e w a l l e d a r e a , i n 
a l o c a t i o n w h i c h d o e s n o t a p p e a r t o b e 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s p e c i a l . N o r d i d t h e b i r d 
b o n e s i n c l u d e t h e c o m p l e t e b o d i e s o f 
t h e b i rds , b u t o n l y t h e u p p e r l egs . I t i s 
n o t c l e a r w h a t has h a p p e n e d t o t h e 
l o w e r legs o r i n d e e d t h e rest o f t h e b i r d s ' 
c a r c a s s e s , w h i c h m u s t h a v e b e e n 
d i s p o s e d o f e l s e w h e r e . P e r h a p s t h e 

u p p e r legs w e r e seen as pa r t i cu la r l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t , a n d f o r t h a t r e a s o n w e r e c u t 
o f f t h e ca rcasses a n d c r e m a t e d a l o n g 
w i t h t h e b i r d s ' o w n e r ? T h e i n c l u s i o n o f 
t h e s p a r r o w h a w k w i t h t h e h u m a n re
m a i n s c o u l d s u g g e s t t h a t t h e bu r i ed 
p e r s o n w a s a f a l c o n e r , b u r i e d a l o n g 
w i t h his b i rd (s ) . T h e j uven i l e b i rd bones 
a r e t o o p o o r l y p rese rved t o p e r m i t 
c e r t a i n i d e n t i f i c a t i o n b u t a s f a r a s c a n 
b e j u d g e d , t h e y a r e cons i s t en t w i t h 
y o u n g f a l c o n s . F a l c o n e r s n e e d t o use 
y o u n g b i rds t o b e g i n t r a i n i n g , s o t h e 
j u v e n i l e b o n e s m a y r e p r e s e n t j uven i le 
b i rds ra i sed f o r t r a i n i n g . T h e spa r row-
h a w k s t h e m s e l v e s m a y b e used f o r 
c a t c h i n g a v a r i e t y o f p rey , mos t l y o t h e r 
b i r ds , o r t h e y m a y b e used a s decoys t o 
d r i ve o t h e r b i rds i n t o t r a p s . 

B u t t h e r e a r e a c o u p l e o f p r o b l e m s i f we 
a r e t o s u p p o s e t h a t t h e b o n e s i n d i c a t e 
t h e b u r i a l p l a c e o f a f a l c o n e r . First ly t h e 
d e a d p e r s o n a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n 
f e m a l e a n d w o m e n a r e n o t g e n e r a l l y 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h f a l c o n r y . H e r g e n d e r i s 
i n d i c a t e d b y t h e p r e s e n c e i n t h e b u r n t 
r e m a i n s o f p a r t o f a b o n e pyxis, a t y p e o f 
s m a l l c o n t a i n e r f o r c o s m e t i c s . M o r e 
over , i t i s g e n e r a l l y a c c e p t e d t h a t t h e r e 
i s n o c l e a r e v i d e n c e f o r h a w k i n g i n 
B r i t a i n b e f o r e t h e A n g l o - S a x o n p e r i o d . 
H o w e v e r , t h e r e h a v e b e e n m a n y f i n d s o f 
t h e b o n e s o f v a r i o u s b i rds o f p rey i n th is 
p a r t o f B r i t a i n . T h e 1 9 3 0 s H a w k e s a n d 
H u l l ' s e x c a v a t i o n s a t S h e e p e n p r o d u c e d 
t h e b o n e s o f t h e C o m m o n B u z z a r d , a n d 
i n t h e s a m e p l a c e R o s a l i n d N i b l e t t ex
c a v a t e d a p i t i n 1 9 7 0 w h i c h c o n t a i n e d 
b o n e s o f t w o w h i t e t a i l e d e a g l e s . T h e s e 
l a r g e b i rds m a y s i m p l y h a v e b e e n w i l d 
a n i m a l s , b u t t h e r e a r e a l s o reco rds o f 
s m a l l e r f a l c o n s w h i c h a r e m o r e l ikely t o 
h a v e b e e n u s e d i n h u n t i n g e x p e d i t i o n s . 
T h e s e i n c l u d e o t h e r o t h e r s p a r r o w h a w k 
b o n e s a t C o l c h e s t e r , a n d m o r e recen t l y 
a t G r e a t H o l t s F a r m ( B o r e h a m ) , a t 
G r e s h a m S t ree t i n L o n d o n , a n d n o w a t 
t h e G r a m m a r S c h o o l . So, h a w k s w e r e 
d e f i n i t e l y a r o u n d i n s o u t h - e a s t B r i t a in i n 
l a t e r R o m a n B r i t a i n , b u t h o w d i d t h e i r 
b o n e s e n d u p i n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
c o n t e x t s ? T h e y c o u l d s i m p l y b e t h e 
r e m a i n s o f w i l d b i rds s o m e o f w h o m 
w e r e i n c l u d e d i n bu r ia l s f o r r i t ua l 
p u r p o s e s n o t c l e a r t o u s t o d a y . T h e 
E g y p t i a n s s o m e t i m e s r e p r e s e n t e d t h e 
g o d Os i r is as a f a l c o n , a n d he w a s a l s o 
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e r eb i r t h o f t h e s u n 
e v e r y d a y . For t h a t r e a s o n , f a l c o n b o n e s 
m a y h a v e h a d s o m e c o n n o t a t i o n s o f 
r eb i r t h a p p r o p r i a t e f o r a b u r i a l . T h e 
o t h e r c o n c l u s i o n w o u l d b e t h a t t h e 
f a l c o n s w e r e used f o r h a w k i n g , a n d t h a t 
t h e G r a m m a r S c h o o l e v i d e n c e i s 
h e l p i n g s u g g e s t t h a t t h i s s p o r t w a s 
practiced i n l a te r R o m a n B r i t a i n . 

With thanks to the Colchester Royal Grammar for 
funding the investigation, Julie Curl and 
Francesco Boghi of the Norfolk Archaeological 
Unit for their analysis of the cremated bone, and 
Peter Froste for his drawing of a conjectural 
reconstruction of the tomb. 
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John Taylor's 'Roman tomb' 
By James Fawn 

For some years now, James Fawn has delved extensively into various 
records and publications in his research into the development of Victorian 

Lexden. In his explorations he came across a curious description of a 
'Roman tomb' which keen archaeologist John Taylor had built on his land 
so that he could display in it many of the Roman pots he had excavated 

elsewhere on his property. When James told us all about his discovery, the 
penny dropped... We had seen that very 'tomb' about fifteen years ago 

but had been puzzled as to what it was. It certainly looked Roman but the 
brickwork showed it to be Victorian. James was impressed to be presented 
with a photograph of John Taylor's pride and joy there and then, and we 

were delighted that he had cleared up a long-standing mystery. Of course, 
tantalising questions now arise for future archaeologists. 'Did John Taylor 
base the design of his tomb on a real Roman one that he found nearby 

and if so, does it still exist?' 

I n 1 8 4 9 J o h n T a y l o r w a s a n ea r l y 
b e n e f a c t o r o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r M u s e u m 
d o n a t i n g n o f e w e r t h a n 1 6 7 R o m a n 
vessels, m o s t l y c r e m a t i o n u r n s . T h e 
p resen t m u s e u m d i s p l a y i n c l u d e s m a n y 
o f t h e g r a v e g o o d s w h i c h h e f o u n d o n 
t h e s m a l l e s t a t e a t t a c h e d t o his h o u s e , 
t h e f i rs t W e s t L o d g e , o n t h e s o u t h s i de o f 
L e x d e n R o a d t h e n p a r t o f t h e m a i n r o a d 
f r o m N o r w i c h t o L o n d o n . U n t i l 1 7 0 0 t h e 
a r e a w a s p a r t o f t h e B o r o u g h F ie lds , 
f a r m l a n d over w h i c h t h e f r e e m e n o f t h e 
B o r o u g h h a d c e r t a i n g r a z i n g r i gh t s . T h e 
C o r p o r a t i o n o w n e d t h e p r o p e r t y , b u t 
h a d t a k e n o u t a m o r t g a g e w h i c h i t c o u l d 
n o t m e e t a n d s o t h e l a n d p a s s e d i n t o 
p r i v a t e h a n d s . T h e g r a z i n g r i gh t s w e r e 
e x t i n g u i s h e d w i t h d u e c o m p e n s a t i o n i n 
t h e ea r l y years o f t h e 1 9 t h c e n t u r y a n d 
t h e l a n d t h e n b e c a m e a v a i l a b l e f o r 
d e v e l o p m e n t a s p a r t o f t h e e x p a n d i n g 
t o w n . 

T h e f i rs t h o u s e b u i l t i n 1 8 0 9 o n t h e 
f o r m e r F ie lds w a s Bever ley L o d g e , st i l l 
s t a n d i n g t o d a y a s G u r n e y B e n h a m 
H o u s e o f C o l c h e s t e r Roya l G r a m m a r 
S c h o o l . T h e d a t e o f W e s t L o d g e , nex t t o 
t h e w e s t a l o n g t h e r o a d , has n o t b e e n 
a s c e r t a i n e d , b u t i t w a s i n e x i s t e n c e i n 
1 8 3 2 w h e n i t w a s o w n e d b y G e o r g e 
C h a p m a n a n d o c c u p i e d b y a t e n a n t . 
T h e b r i c k w a l l m a r k i n g t h e e a s t e r n 
b o u n d a r y w i t h t h e f o r m e r Bever ley 
L o d g e l a n d m a y b e s e e n st i l l a t t h e e n d 
o f S i l vanus C l o s e . W e s t L o d g e w a s 
d e m o l i s h e d i n t h e 1 9 6 0 s , its s i te b e i n g i n 
t h e c e n t r e o f t h e C l o s e w h i c h r e p l a c e d it. 
T h e e s t a t e e x t e n d e d w e s t w a r d t o M r 
B u n t i n g ' s p r e m i s e s o p p o s i t e t h e 
j u n c t i o n w i t h Sussex R o a d . I n 1 8 4 8 
C h a p m a n so ld t h e h o u s e a n d its e s t a t e 
t o J o h n T a y l o r . T h e la t te r w a s t h e o w n e r 
a n d e d i t o r o f t h e C o l c h e s t e r S t a n d a r d 
n e w s p a p e r a n d h e a l s o sa t o n severa l 
p u b l i c b o d i e s s u c h a s t h e P a v i n g 

C o m m i t t e e , a n d t h e B o a r d o f 
G u a r d i a n s . 

A f t e r a c q u i r i n g W e s t L o d g e , T a y l o r set 
a b o u t e x t e n d i n g t h e g a r d e n i n a b r o a d 
s t r ip o f his l a n d b e t w e e n L e x d e n R o a d 
a n d t h e t h e n p u b l i c f i e l d p a t h t o L e x d e n 
t o t h e s o u t h , w h i c h w a s l a te r t o b e c o m e 
Q u e e n s R o a d . I n A p r i l 1 8 4 9 h e w a s a b l e 
t o a r r a n g e a p u b l i c d i s p l a y o f o v e r 1 5 0 
' c i n e r a r y u r n s a n d o t h e r R o m a n 
s e p u l c h r a l vesse ls ' . T h e w o r k m e n h a d 
r e c o v e r e d t h e m f r o m ' a b o u t a n a c r e o f 
g r o u n d d u g f r o m s i x teen i n c h e s t o f o u r 
f e e t d e e p a n d w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n t h e 
vessels w e r e f o u n d d e p o s i t e d o n t h e 
s u r f a c e o f t h e subso i l o f s a n d o r g r a v e l . ' 

T h e f i n d s w e r e n o t u n e x p e c t e d a s t h e 
a r e a s u r r o u n d i n g t h e Bever ley L o d g e 
a n d W e s t L o d g e es ta tes w a s k n o w n t o 
b e o n e o f C o l c h e s t e r ' s R o m a n 
c e m e t e r i e s , b u t t h e n u m b e r o f b u r i a l s , 
m o s t l y c r e m a t i o n s i n u r n s , m u s t h a v e 
b e e n a su rp r i se . T a y l o r s u r m i s e d t h a t a t 
l eas t t e n t i m e s t h e n u m b e r o f vessels 
r e m a i n e d u n - e x h u m e d a n d h e m a y 
h a v e b e e n r i gh t , f o r m a n y o t h e r s h a v e 
b e e n f o u n d s i n c e . I n d e e d t h e T r u s t 
e x c a v a t e d t h r e e o n a W e s t L o d g e R o a d 
s i te i n 2 0 0 4 . 

T a y l o r b e l o n g e d t o t h e Br i t ish 
A r c h a e o l o g i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n . A t t h e i r 
1 8 4 9 a n n u a l m e e t i n g i n C o l c h e s t e r h e 
i n v i t e d m e m b e r s t o t h e d i s p l a y a n d 
s h o w e d t h e m r o u n d t h e W e s t L o d g e 
s i te . H e w a s s o c o n f i d e n t t h a t h e 
o r d e r e d ' t w o s p o t s , a t a c o n s i d e r a b l e 
d i s t a n c e a p a r t , t o b e o p e n e d , b o t h o f 
w h i c h a f f o r d e d success : i n t h e o n e w e r e 
f o u n d , t h r e e f e e t f r o m t h e s u r f a c e , s o m e 
c i n e r a r y u r n s , a n e a r t h e n b o t t l e , a l a m p , 
a n d a c u p a n d a s m a l l d i s h o f s a m i a n 
w a r e ; a t t h e o t h e r , a l a r g e u r n , a n d t w o 
s m a l l e r vessels o f b l a c k e a r t h ( ie f i r e d 
c lay ) s t a n d i n g in a l i ne : s o m e 
f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e a l s o la id o p e n , a n d a 

l a r g e c u t s t o n e , w h i c h h a d a p p a r e n t l y 
b e l o n g e d t o a b u i l d i n g o f c o n s i d e r a b l e 
m a g n i t u d e . ' 

T h e m e m b e r s o f t h e a s s o c i a t i o n m u s t 
h a v e b e e n i m p r e s s e d b y t h e s e q u i c k 
resu l ts . H o w e v e r , T a y l o r j u m p e d t o t o o 
r a p i d a c o n c l u s i o n f o r o n e x a m i n i n g t h e 
c u t s t o n e m o r e c lose ly h e f o u n d t h a t i t 
b o r e s o m e l e t t e r i n g a n d s o m e c l a m p 
g r o o v e s t h a t s u g g e s t e d t h a t i t h a d b e e n 
p a r t o f a t o m b o r m e m o r i a l . I n r e l a t i o n 
t o t h e w e a l t h o f R o m a n m a t e r i a l f r o m 
C o l c h e s t e r , i n s c r i p t i o n s o n s t o n e a r e 
ra re a n d t h i s i s a s m a l l b u t w e l c o m e 
e x a m p l e , n o w i n t h e M u s e u m . 

T h e c o m p l e t i o n o f h is l a r g e g a r d e n 
c a m e a t a t i m e w h e n Tay lo r ' s 
n e w s p a p e r bus iness e n c o u n t e r e d 
c o m p e t i t i o n a n d c o n f l i c t w i t h l oca l 
po l i t i c s . H e s t a r t e d t o d r a w i n his h o r n s . 
T e n a n t s r e s p o n d e d t o a n a d v e r t i s e m e n t 
f o r t h e f u r n i s h e d l e t t i n g o f W e s t L o d g e , 
w h i c h a p p e a r e d i n t h e S t a n d a r d i n M a y 
1 8 5 2 . A y e a r l a t e r t h e p a p e r a n n o u n c e d 
a sa le by a u c t i o n o f b u i l d i n g p lo ts i n t h e 
f i e l d o r p a d d o c k t o t h e w e s t o f t h e h o u s e 
w i t h a n e w a c c e s s r o a d , t h e A v e n u e . 
T o d a y t h e M u s e u m p r o m i n e n t l y d isp lays 
t h e f i n e R o m a n d e c o r a t e d vessel k n o w n 
a s t h e C o l c h e s t e r V a s e , t h e p r i d e o f 
T a y l o r ' s c o l l e c t i o n , f o u n d d u r i n g t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e n e w r o a d . 

T a y l o r m a y h a v e r e t u r n e d t o W e s t L o d g e 
b r ie f l y i n 1 8 5 9 , b u t h e so ld i t t o Cha r l es 
G a r r a d i n 1 8 6 0 . T h e l a t t e r w a s a 
m e m b e r o f t h e Essex A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
Soc ie t y a n d h e g a v e f u r t h e r f i n d s t o t h e 
Soc ie t y ' s o w n c o l l e c t i o n i n C o l c h e s t e r 
M u s e u m . O n his d e a t h , t h e r e m a i n d e r 
o f t h e e s t a t e w a s so ld f o r b u i l d i n g a n d i n 
a b o u t 1 8 7 0 W e s t L o d g e R o a d w a s 
m a d e f o r a c c e s s t o t h e h o u s e a n d t o 
o t h e r n e w h o u s e s w h i c h s o o n a p p e a r e d . 
T a y l o r h a d d i e d t h r e e years p rev ious ly , 
in 1 8 6 7 . 
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I n 1 8 5 9 p a r t o f t h e n e i g h b o u r i n g 
Bever ley L o d g e e s t a t e w a s so ld a s h o u s e 
p lo ts a n d Bever ley R o a d w a s c o n 
s t r u c t e d t o serve t h e m . N o d o u b t t h e r e 
w e r e n u m e r o u s f i n d s d u r i n g t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t , b u t f e w w e r e r e p o r t e d a n d 
c o n s e r v e d l i ke T a y l o r ' s . T h a t Bever ley 
L o d g e l a n d w a s a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e 
c e m e t e r y w a s m a d e c l e a r l a te r w h e n t h e 
t w o f i n e t o m b s t o n e s i n t h e M u s e u m 
w e r e f o u n d ; L o n g i n u s o n t h e w e s t s ide 
o f t h e Beve r ley R o a d i n 1 8 6 8 a n d Faci l is 
o n t h e e a s t s i de i n 1 9 2 8 . 

W h e n G a f w e l l H o u s e , la t te r l y H a n d f o r d 
L o d g e o n t h e c o r n e r o f Bever ley R o a d 
a n d Q u e e n s R o a d , w a s d e m o l i s h e d i n 
2 0 0 4 , t h e T r u s t w a s a b l e t o i n v e s t i g a t e 
t h e s i te a n d f o u n d m a n y i n t e r e s t i n g 
f e a t u r e s o f t h e c e m e t e r y . I n a b o u t 1 8 7 0 
t h e t h e n o w n e r p u r c h a s e d f r o m t h e 
W e s t L o d g e e s t a t e a p l o t o n t h e c o r n e r 
o f W e s t L o d g e R o a d a n d Q u e e n s R o a d 
s o t h a t a n e n t r a n c e d r i ve f r o m t h e 
f o r m e r c o u l d b e m a d e a n d t h e n G a f w e l 
H o u s e b e c a m e 6 W e s t L o d g e R o a d . 

I n 1 9 9 0 g r o u n d w h i c h h a d b e e n p a r t o f 
t h e d r i ve o f No 6 w a s b e i n g c l e a r e d f o r a 
n e w b u i l d i n g w h e n t h e b u i l d e r s b r o k e 
t h r o u g h t h e v a u l t e d r o o f o f a 
s u b t e r r a n e a n b u i l d i n g . T h e T r u s t i n 

s p e c t e d t h e s t r u c t u r e , c o u n t e d f i f t e e n 
n i c h e s i n its w a l l s a n d p h o t o g r a p h e d i t . 
T h e b r i e f r e p o r t s u g g e s t e d t h a t i t m i g h t 
be a R o m a n columbarium, e i t h e r a 
d o v e c o t o r a b u r i a l c h a m b e r w i t h n i c h e s 
f o r h o l d i n g c r e m a t i o n u r n s . I n v i e w o f 
t h e u n d e r g r o u n d l o c a t i o n i n a c e m e t e r y , 
t h e s e c o n d a l t e r n a t i v e s e e m e d t h e m o r e 
l ike ly , b u t t h e r e p o r t c o m m e n t e d t h a t i t 
l o o k e d l i ke a n 1 8 t h / l 9 t h - c e n t u r y c e l l a r 
T h e f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t revea ls a l l . 

T h e Essex S t a n d a r d o f 2 5 J u n e 1 8 5 2 
r e p o r t e d o n t h e A n n u a l S h o w o f t h e 
C o l c h e s t e r a n d East Essex H o r t i c u l t u r a l 
Soc ie ty , h e l d i n t h e g r o u n d s o f W e s t 
L o d g e . T h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e g a r d e n , 
p e r h a p s b y T a y l o r h i m s e l f i n c l u d e s t h e 
f o l l o w i n g : - . 

'Beyond the lawn is a small enclosed 
paddock, surrounded by plantations and 
shrubberies, amidst which is a miniature 
dell, formed by excavating gravel for the 
walks; and in this dell (an object of great 
interest to visitors) stands a model of a 
Roman family tomb, constructed of 
Roman remains found in the grounds 
and the neighbourhood; the tomb 
contains fifteen small niches, in each of 
which is placed a cinerary urn; and on a 
shelf in front of the recesses were 

numerous smaller urns, some of Samian 
ware and glass, which had contained 
offerings by friends of the dead, of meal, 
corn, wine, balsams &c. These sepul
chral vessels (with a large number 
deposited at the Town Hall) were dug up 
in the grounds. A printed card placed in 
front of the iomb, which supplied the 
foregoing particulars, bore the 
following :-

DIS MANIBUS 
M.AURELIUS SIBI ET CIONJVGI ET LIBERIS 
ET LIBERTIS ET LIBERTABVSQ POSTERIQ 

EORUM FECIT 

To the divine Manes, 
M. Aurelius, for himself, his wife and children, 

his freedmen and freedwomen and their children, 
erected this tomb 

So t h e columbarium and t h e i n s c r i p t i o n 
w e r e i n d e e d 1 9 t h c e n t u r y , b u t t h e 
vessels w e r e R o m a n a n d o n e h o p e s t h a t 
t h e y w e n t , a l b e i t u n r e c o r d e d , t o t h e 
M u s e u m w h e n t h e s t r u c t u r e w a s a b a n 
d o n e d . T h e f i f t e e n n i c h e s w e r e c e r t a i n l y 
e m p t y i n 1 9 9 0 ! 
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Spoil heap 
By Kate Orr 

T r u s t s ta f f have b e e n t r a v e l l i n g t o 
p a s t u r e s n e w i n 2 0 0 5 c o n d u c t i n g w o r k 
in o t h e r par ts o f Essex as w e l l as on o u r 
h o m e tur f . T h e y h a v e s u f f e r e d f r o s t 
b i t e , t r e n c h f o o t , s u n - s t r o k e a n d 
n a r r o w l y escaped e l e c t r o c u t i o n i n t h e 
n a m e o f a r c h a e o l o g y , s o p l e a s e r e a d 
th is b i t o t h e r w i s e i t wi l l a l l h a v e b e e n in 
v a i n ! 

Prehistoric Ma ldon Road, Sandon, 
Chelmsford 
I f y o u use t h e n e w Pa rk a n d R i d e s i te a t 
S a n d o n i n C h e l m s f o r d , y o u m i g h t b e 
i n te res ted t o k n o w t h a t y o u a r e p a r k i n g 
on a L a t e B r o n z e A g e / E a r l y I r on A g e 
s e t t l e m e n t . S e v e n t e e n e v a l u a t i o n t r e n 
ches w e r e e x c a v a t e d b y t h e T r u s t w h i c h 
e n c o u n t e r e d p i ts , p o s t - / s t a k e h o l e s a n d 
d i t ches s u g g e s t i n g d o m e s t i c ac t i v i t y . I n 
a d d i t i o n , t h e r e w a s a s i n g l e c r e m a t i o n 
bu r i a l s i ted a w a y f r o m t h e o t h e r f e a t u r e s 
w h i c h i s l ike ly t o b e L a t e B r o n z e A g e / 
Ear ly I ron A g e i n d a t e . T h e a r e a w o u l d 
h a v e b e e n s u i t a b l e f o r s e t t l e m e n t , b e i n g 
a t t h e t o p o f a f r e e - d r a i n i n g r i d g e a b o v e 
t h e River C h e l m e r . T h i s i s a n a r e a w h e r e 
t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e o f c o n s i d e r a b l e 
p r e h i s t o r i c ac t i v i t y , w i t h t w o o t h e r a r e a s 
o f p r e h i s t o r i c s e t t l e m e n t n e a r b y , i e t h e 
G r e a t B a d d o w e n c l o s u r e a t M a n o r F a r m 
1 k m t o t h e w e s t a n d t h e l a r g e e n c l o s u r e 
c o m p l e x a t S p r i n g f i e l d Lyons 3 k m t o t h e 
n o r t h . 

I ron Age/Roman rura l Colchester 
Garrison 
Reade rs m a y h a v e n o t i c e d , w h e n 
t r a v e l l i n g d o w n B e r e c h u r c h R o a d i n 
Co l ches te r , t h a t t h e l a n d b e t w e e n 
B e r e c h u r c h H a l l R o a d a n d Y p r e s R o a d 
i s c u r r e n t l y a h u g e b u i l d i n g s i te . T h e 
T r u s t has b e e n m o n i t o r i n g t h e 
g r o u n d w o r k s f o r t h e n e w G a r r i s o n 
d e v e l o p m e n t h e r e , c o m e r a i n o r c o m e 
s h i n e , s ince F e b r u a r y 2 0 0 4 . T h i s l a n d i s 
w i t h i n t h e p r e - R o m a n o p p i d u m o f 
C a m u l o d u m u m , i n t h e o p e n a r e a s o f 
w h i c h , c r o p m a r k p h o t o g r a p h s s h o w 
e n c l o s u r e s a n d s m a l l f i e l ds , s o m e t i m e s 
l i n k e d by t r a c k w a y s . A p i c t u r e o f t h e 
l a n d s c a p e i s b e g i n n i n g t o e m e r g e , 
b a s e d o n r e c e n t e x c a v a t i o n s a n d 
e v a l u a t i o n s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e n e w 
g a r r i s o n p r o j e c t (CA 1 6 a n d 1 7 ) . T h e 
w a t c h i n g br ie f , a s we l l a s s o m e 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s a t t h e M u s k e t C l u b a n d 
A b b e y F ie ld , has l o c a t e d s o m e o f t h e s e 
c r o p m a r k f e a t u r e s o n t h e g r o u n d . T h e r e 

w a s a l s o a c h a n c e to m o n i t o r a t r e n c h 
b e i n g d u g ac ross B e r e c h u r c h D y k e - a n 
I r on A g e d e f e n s i v e e a r t h w o r k . 

Great Not ley Business Park, near 
Braintree 
A n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l w a t c h i n g b r ie f a n d 
a n e v a l u a t i o n c o n s i s t i n g o f 1 , 4 0 0 m o f 
t r e n c h e s w e r e c a r r i e d o u t p r i o r t o t h e 
c r e a t i o n o f a bus iness p a r k , t h e 
e m e r g i n g b u i l d i n g s o f w h i c h m a y b e 
s e e n f r o m t h e A 1 2 0 . T h e p r e s e n c e o f 
c r o p m a r k s p r o m p t e d t h e i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 
A f t e r a s o m e w h a t u n i n s p i r i n g s ta r t a n d a 
c o u p l e o f i n c i d e n t s w i t h t h e h i re v a n , 
e v i d e n c e e m e r g e d f o r L a t e I r on A g e a n d 
ea r l y R o m a n o c c u p a t i o n i n o n e a r e a o f 
t h e s i te . Exc i t i ng ly , a s e c o n d p h a s e o f 
w o r k i s t o s ta r t i n 2 0 0 6 . 

Birch sand and gravel quarry, 
near Colchester 
A p r o g r a m m e o f a r c h a e o l o g i c a l i nves t i 
g a t i o n s b y C A T s i nce 1 9 9 2 a t t h e 
H a n s o n A g g r e g a t e s q u a r r y has p r o v i d e d 
s i g n i f i c a n t a d d i t i o n s t o o u r k n o w l e d g e o f 
p r e h i s t o r i c a n d R o m a n ac t i v i t y i n t h i s 
p a r t o f B i r c h . T h e la tes t p h a s e o f w o r k 
has jus t b e e n c o m p l e t e d n e a r P a l m e r s 
F a r m , f o l l o w i n g o n f r o m w o r k last y e a r 
(CA 1 8 ) . R e m a i n s o f a s m a l l r u ra l ea r l y 

R o m a n s e t t l e m e n t w i t h a L a t e I r on A g e 
b a c k g r o u n d w e r e r e c o r d e d . N o s t ruc t 
u r a l r e m a i n s h a v e b e e n f o u n d , r a t h e r 
t r a c k w a y s a n d d i t c h e s a n d p i ts , a d e e p 
p i t (poss ib l y a we l l ) a n d R o m a n t i l e . 
A f t e r s u f f e r i n g w i n d e x p o s u r e a n d 
severa l m u d - r e l a t e d i m p e d i m e n t s , t h e 
c r e w s o o n c a m e t o rea l i ze w h y t h e 
R o m a n s e t t l e m e n t d i d n o t last very l o n g . 

Medieval Li t t le Wigborough 
Church, Copt Hal l Lane, near 
Colchester 
St N i c h o l a s ' c h u r c h i s a c h a r m i n g p l a c e 
s t a n d i n g a s i t has f o r o v e r 5 0 0 yea rs , 
nex t t o t h e s a l t m a r s h , l o o k i n g o u t o v e r 
S a l c o t t C h a n n e l . C r a c k s h a v e b e e n 
a p p e a r i n g i n t h e n o r t h - w e s t e r n s ide 
p r o m p t i n g a n Eng l i sh H e r i t a g e f u n d e d 
p r o g r a m m e o f r epa i r . C A T e x a m i n e d a n 
e x p l o r a t o r y t r e n c h i n s i d e t h e c h u r c h a n d 
e x c a v a t e d f o u r t es t -p i t s a r o u n d t h e 
o u t s i d e t o c h e c k t h e f o u n d a t i o n s . T h i s 
has p r o v i d e d u s e f u l i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t h e 
a r c h i t e c t a n d has a n s w e r e d s o m e 
q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e s t r u c t u r a l d e v e l o p 
m e n t o f t h e c h u r c h . 

L i t t le W i g b o r o u g h c h u r c h . 
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Roman Vi l la at Petches Yew 
Farm, Finchingf ield 
A R o m a n v i l la w a s d i s c o v e r e d d u r i n g 
t r ia l t r e n c h i n g c a r r i e d o u t b y t h e T r u s t i n 
response t o t h e p l a n n e d c o n s t r u c t i o n o f 
a reservo i r . A c o n c e n t r a t i o n of R o m a n 
f l ue t i les a n d r o o f t i les w a s o b s e r v e d o n 
t h e f i e l d s u r f a c e w h i c h p r o v e d t o b e t h e 
si te o f a R o m a n b u i l d i n g w i t h a m o r t a r 
e d f l i n t f o u n d a t i o n a n d a p r o b a b l e 
h y p o c a u s t . A n o t h e r R o m a n b u i l d i n g 
p r o b a b l y o f t i m b e r c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h a 
t i l ed r o o f w a s r e v e a l e d t o t h e eas t . 
B e y o n d t h e a r e a o f t h e R o m a n b u i l d i n g 
a n d ac ross t h e w h o l e s i te w e r e 
n u m e r o u s d i t c h e s w h i c h s u g g e s t a l o n g 
p e r i o d o f o c c u p a t i o n . She rds o f M i d d l e 
I ron A g e a n d L a t e I r on A g e d a t e 
d e m o n s t r a t e l a te r p r e h i s t o r i c s e t t l e m e n t 
o n t h e s i te . 

Birch A i r f ie ld Compost Site, near 
Colchester 
A w a t c h i n g b r ie f a t a l a r g e c o m p o s t 
p r o c e s s i n g s i te i n B i rch A i r f i e l d r e s u l t e d 
i n t h e d i scove ry o f poss i b l e f i e l d d i t c h e s 
a n d a t r a c k w a y , p l us p e n s o r o t h e r 
s t ruc tu res . T h e s e w e r e a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
o c c u p a t i o n f r o m t h e L a t e I ron A g e o r 
R o m a n p e r i o d o n w a r d . T h e p r e s e n c e o f 
R o m a n r o o f t i l e a n d b r i c k p o i n t s t o o n e 
o r m o r e b u i l d i n g s o n t h e s i te o r n e a r b y . 
T h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l f e a t u r e s , a s w e l l a s 
b e i n g i m p o r t a n t i n t h e i r o w n r i gh t , 
served t o d i s t r a c t f r o m t h e d i r e s m e l l . 

Roman urban Mercury Flats, 
Balkerne Gardens, Colchester 
A n e v a l u a t i o n w a s c a r r i e d o u t a t M e r 
cu ry F la ts . T h e res i den t s k i nd l y d i d n o t 
s e e m t o m i n d t h e d i g g i n g u p o f t h e i r 
f l o w e r b e d s , espec ia l l y w h e n w e 
e x p o s e d a c o m p l e t e R o m a n p o t , p r o b 
a b l y b u r i e d as a f o u n d a t i o n d e p o s i t , 
a m o n g s t r e m a i n s o f R o m a n w a l l s a n d 
f l oo rs . T h e s i te i s nex t t o t h e r o a d 
r u n n i n g eas t t o w e s t f r o m B a l k e r n e G a t e 
s o t h a t t h e l a r g e q u a n t i t y o f R o m a n 
m a t e r i a l r e c o v e r e d w a s n o su rp r i se . 

Lexden Grange, Colchester 
T w o t r i a l - t r e n c h e s w e r e e x c a v a t e d a t 
L e x d e n G r a n g e a t t h e f o r m e r p l a n n i n g 
o f f i ces o n L e x d e n R o a d . T w o L a t e I r o n 
A g e c r e m a t i o n bu r i a l s h a d b e e n r e c o r d 
e d p rev i ous l y o n t h e s i te a n d t h e T r u s t 
w a s h o p i n g t o f i n d a t leas t o n e m o r e . 
T h e e v a l u a t i o n f a i l e d t o l o c a t e a n y 
f u r t h e r e x a m p l e s b u t d i d f i n d a l a r g e 
2 n d - c e n t u r y p i t w i t h e v i d e n c e o f 
b u r n i n g - m i s s e d a g a i n ! 

St Helena School 
T h r e e s m a l l t es t -p i t s w e r e e x c a v a t e d b y 
h a n d n e x t t o t h e d r a m a b l o c k a t S t 
H e l e n a S c h o o l , w h i c h i s w i t h i n t h e 
s c h e d u l e d a n c i e n t m o n u m e n t o f 
S h e e p e n . F e a t u r e s w e r e f o u n d o f ea r l y 
R o m a n , p r o b a b l y 1 s t - c e n t u r y A D d a t e . 
T h e s e s u g g e s t d o m e s t i c use s i m i l a r t o 

t h a t i d e n t i f i e d as a resu l t o f p r e v i o u s 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s n e a r b y . T h e f i n d s i n c l u d e 
a s h e r d o f A r r e t i n e s a m i a n b e a r i n g a 
p o t t e r ' s s t a m p n o t r e c o g n i s e d i n 
C o l c h e s t e r b e f o r e . T h e c h i l d r e n k e p t 
a s k i n g us , ' W h a t a r e y o u d o i n g ? ' a n d 
( w o r s e ) ' W h y a r e y o u d o i n g t h a t ? ' . Bless 
t h e m - t h e y o b v i o u s l y h a v e n ' t b e e n 
w a t c h i n g e n o u g h T i m e T e a m . 

Colchester H igh School, 17 
Wellesley Road 
A n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e v a l u a t i o n w a s 
c a r r i e d o u t a t C o l c h e s t e r H i g h S c h o o l , 
w h i c h i s w i t h i n a n a r e a o f R o m a n 
b u r i a l s . O n e g r a v e w a s r e v e a l e d a n d 
t h e r e i s t h e l i k e l i h o o d o f ea r l i e r , 
d i s t u r b e d c r e m a t i o n bu r i a l s o n t h e s i te . 
N o s t r u c t u r a l r e m a i n s w e r e r e c o r d e d , 
a n d t h e e v i d e n c e p o i n t s t o t h i s b e i n g a n 
o p e n , u n o c c u p i e d a r e a u s e d f o r b u r i a l 
p l o t s a n d r u b b i s h - p i t s . S o m e t e a c h e r s 
d i d j o k i n g l y r e q u e s t w e ' l o s e ' a f e w 
n a u g h t y p u p i l s i n t h e t r e n c h e s , b u t w e 
n a t u r a l l y d e c l i n e d . 

Clarendon House, 2-5 Parkway, 
Chelmsford 
W e m a d e a n o t h e r f o r a y i n t o C h e l m s f o r d 
t o c a r r y o u t a n a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
e v a l u a t i o n i n a c a r p a r k n e a r M o u l s h a m 
St ree t . T h i s c o n f i r m e d t h e surv iva l o f 
R o m a n layers ( p r o b a b l y o f 2 n d - c e n t u r y 
d a t e ) a n d l i n e a r f e a t u r e s i n t h e e a s t e r n 
p a r t o f t h e s i te w h i c h m a y f o r m p a r t o f 
t h e l i ne o f C a e s a r o m a g u s ' w e s t e r n 
d e f e n s i v e d i t c h . 

Visitor centre, 2-3 Queens Street, 
Colchester 
R e n o v a t i o n o f t h e V i s i t o r C e n t r e o p p o 
s i te t h e C a s t l e w e n t o n f o r severa l 

m o n t h s . Par t o f t h e o r i g i n a l 1 5 t h - c e n t u r y 

s t r u c t u r e surv ives w i t h i n t h e b u i l d i n g . 

D i g g i n g d o w n t h r o u g h t h e t u d o r f l o o r 

leve ls , a R o m a n f o u n d a t i o n w a s 

e n c o u n t e r e d w h i c h e v i d e n t l y h a d b e e n 

p a r t o f a b u i l d i n g f r o n t i n g t h e m a i n r o a d 

l e a d i n g t o t h e East G a t e o f t h e t o w n . 

East M i l l , East Street, Colchester 
A n e v a l u a t i o n w a s c a r r i e d o u t p r io r t o 

r e s i d e n t i a l d e v e l o p m e n t t o t h e n o r t h 

e a s t o f t h e m i l l , w h i c h i s t o t h e rear o f 

C h a r l i e B r o w n s ( C A 1 8 ) a n d t h e S iege 

H o u s e . N o r e m a i n s o f t h e m e d i e v a l m i l l 

w e r e e n c o u n t e r e d , a l t h o u g h t h e e v a l u 

a t i o n i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e c o u r s e o f t h e 

m i l l r a c e w a s f o r m e r l y t o t h e eas t o f t h e 

r iver 's p r e s e n t c o u r s e . 

Post-medieval 10 /10a East Street, 
Coggeshall 
A w a t c h i n g b r i e f w a s c a r r i e d o u t o n 

g r o u n d w o r k s f o r t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a 

s m a l l d w e l l i n g a t t h e rea r o f t h e p rope r t y . 

T h e p r o p e r t y i s s i t u a t e d o n t h e s o u t h s ide 

o f t h e m a i n r o a d t h r o u g h t h e t o w n 

( w h i c h f o l l o w s t h e l i ne o f a R o m a n road ) 

a n d i s c l ose t o t h e m e d i e v a l c e n t r e o f t h e 

t o w n l o c a t e d a r o u n d M a r k e t H i l l . W i t h i n 

t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n t r e n c h e s , t h e r e w e r e t h e 

r e m a i n s o f a g r a v e l s u r f a c e a n d severa l 

c l a y - p a c k e d p o s t - h o l e s w h i c h rep resen t 

a p r e v i o u s o u t b u i l d i n g . T h e p o o r qua l i t y 

o f t h e g r a v e l s u r f a c e sugges ts a y a r d , 

a l t h o u g h , i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e 

p o s t - h o l e s , i t m a y rep resen t a c o v e r e d 

s u r f a c e b e l o n g i n g t o t h e o u t b u i l d i n g . 

P ieces o f b r i cks r e c o v e r e d f r o m t h e 

s u r f a c e s u g g e s t t h a t i t i s a l m o s t ce r t a i n l y 

o f p o s t - m e d i e v a l ( 1 7 t h - t o 1 8 t h - c e n t u r y ) 

d a t e . 
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The Kelvedon Warrior 
One of the highlights of the exhibition 'Rulers, Warriors and Druids: 
Essex Communities Conquered by Rome' at the Castle Museum in 

Colchester is an Iron Age warrior burial from Kelvedon. Paul R Sealey 
of Colchester Museums tells the story of this unusual f ind. 

I n F e b r u a r y 1 9 8 2 D a v i d B u n t i n g w a s 
d i g g i n g a p i t f o r g r a v e l t o r epa i r t r a c k s 
o n his f a r m a t K e l v e d o n . W h e n t h e 
m e c h a n i c a l d i g g e r d i s t u r b e d a rus ty 
s w o r d a n d a c o m p l e t e p o t , h e t u r n e d f o r 
h e l p t o a re t i red p o l i c e m a n c a l l e d J i m 
B e n n e t t w h o s e h o b b y w a s a r c h a e o l o g y . 
I t d i d n o t t a k e h i m l o n g t o rea l i se t h a t h e 
w a s d e a l i n g w i t h a p r e - R o m a n w a r r i o r 
b u r i a l . O u t s i d e Y o r k s h i r e , t h e r e a r e o n l y 
a b o u t f i f t e e n I ron A g e w a r r i o r bu r i a l s i n 
E n g l a n d a n d W a l e s , s o t h e d i s c o v e r y a t 
K e l v e d o n w a s a f i n d o f n a t i o n a l i m p o r t 
a n c e . M e a n w h i l e t h e g r a v e p i t h a d 
f l o o d e d w i t h g r o u n d w a t e r b u t , d e s p i t e 
t h e d a n g e r , J i m h a d h i m s e l f l o w e r e d 
i n t o t h e h o l e i n t h e b u c k e t o f t h e d i g g e r 
t o c o m p l e t e t h e w o r k . 

T h e f i n d s p o t w a s o n a h i l l s i de s o u t h o f 
t h e r iver B l a c k w a t e r o v e r l o o k i n g K e l 
v e d o n . B e n e a t h m o d e r n K e l v e d o n t h e r e 
w a s a n i m p o r t a n t l a t e I r on A g e v i l l age , 
a n d t h a t w a s p r e s u m a b l y w h e r e t h e 
w a r r i o r h a d his h o m e . A p a r t f r o m a 
sa te l l i t e g r a v e r e p r e s e n t e d by a s ing le 
p o t , t h e r e w e r e n o o t h e r bu r i a l s i n t h e 
v i c in i t y . 

Weaponry f r o m the Grave 
E x c a v a t i o n o f t h e p i t b r o u g h t t o l i g h t a 
s w o r d , a f r a g m e n t o f a d a g g e r (o r sho r t 
s w o r d ) , a s p e a r a n d a s h i e l d . T h e s w o r d 
i s s l e n d e r w i t h s t r a i g h t , p a r a l l e l s ides; 
w e a p o n s o f t h i s k i n d - t h e La T e n e III 
s w o r d - o r i g i n a t e d i n G a u l a n d we re 
a d o p t e d i n B r i t a i n . T h e K e l v e d o n 
w e a p o n h a d b e e n m a d e f r o m severa l 
s e p a r a t e r o d s o f i r o n , a t e c h n i q u e 
k n o w n a s p i l i n g . Its s c a b b a r d w a s m a d e 
f r o m t w o p l a t es o f b r o n z e ; t h e o u t e r 
p l a t e h a d b e e n d e c o r a t e d (un ique l y ) 
w i t h a n a p p l i e d s t r ip o f t i n t h a t r a n t h e 
l e n g t h o f t h e s c a b b a r d . B o t h s c a b b a r d 

Le f t . J i m B e n n e t t , d i s c o v e r e r o f t h e 

K e l v e d o n W a r r i o r g r a v e . 

A b o v e . T h e f i n d s p o t as i t i s t o d a y . 

3 0 



A b o v e . T a n k a r d h a n d l e . 

R igh t . T h e r e m a i n s o f t h e i r o n s w o r d . 

p la tes h a d b e e n f a s t e n e d a t t h e e n d b y a 
cas t b r o n z e c h a p e o r t e r m i n a l . A l l t h a t 
surv ives o f t h e i r o n d a g g e r i s a s h o r t 
l e n g t h o f d o u b l e - e d g e d b l a d e w i t h a 
t a n g . T h e s o c k e t e d s p e a r has a l o n g 
w a i s t e d i r o n b l a d e ; i t h a d a s h a f t o f a s h 
w o o d , f i t t e d a t t h e e n d w i t h a p o i n t e d 
c a p c a l l e d a f e r r u l e . A f r a g m e n t o f t h e 
i r on boss i s a l l t h a t i s le f t o f t h e s h i e l d ; 
t h e rest m u s t h a v e b e e n m a d e f r o m 
s o m e p e r i s h a b l e o r g a n i c m a t e r i a l s u c h 
a s w o o d . 

Other grave goods 
T h e o t h e r f i n d s f r o m t h e g r a v e i n c l u d e d 
a b r o n z e b o w l i m p o r t e d f r o m R o m a n 
Italy. A w o o d e n t a n k a r d w a s r e p r e s e n t 
e d b y u - s h a p e d b i n d i n g f r o m t h e r i m 
a n d a f i n e m o u l d e d h a n d l e r e m i n i s c e n t 
o f t h o s e o n s o m e c o n t e m p o r a r y m i r r o r s . 
A set o f i r o n f i t t i n g s h a d c o m e f r o m a 
l a rge p l a n k - b u i l t s t r u c t u r e ; i t w a s n o t a 
c o f f i n , a n d i ts f u n c t i o n i s u n c l e a r . 
K e l v e d o n i s r e m a r k a b l e f o r b e i n g o n e o f 
t h e very f e w I r o n A g e w a r r i o r bu r i a l s w i t h 
po t te ry , i n t h i s c a s e t w o e l e g a n t w h e e l -
t h r o w n vessels c a l l e d p e d e s t a l u r n s . 

The funerary r i te 
N o h u m a n r e m a i n s w e r e f o u n d i n t h e 
g r a v e . T h i s i s h a r d l y su rp r i s i ng b e c a u s e 
t h e soi l a t K e l v e d o n i s a c i d i c e n o u g h t o 
des t roy a b u r i e d h u m a n b o d y i n its 
en t i re t y , g i v e n t i m e . M o s t o t h e r I r on A g e 
w a r r i o r b u r i a l s i n B r i t a i n w e r e i n h u m 
a t i o n s b u t w e sha l l n e v e r k n o w f o r su re 
w i t h K e l v e d o n . A t t h e f u n e r a l t h e s w o r d 
w a s t a k e n o u t o f its s c a b b a r d a n d b e n t ; 
s o t o o w a s t h e spea r . T h i s r i t ua l k i l l i ng o f 
w e a p o n s i n b o t h g r a v e s a n d h o a r d s i s 
w ide l y a t t e s t e d i n I r on A g e E u r o p e . A t 
s o m e s t a g e i n t h e p r o c e e d i n g s a t t h e 
f u n e r a l t h e s w o r d b l a d e h a d b e e n 
w r a p p e d in l i n e n . T h i s i s a m o r e u n u s u a l 
r i te , u n k n o w n e l s e w h e r e i n I r on A g e 
B r i t a i n ; t h e n e a r e s t p a r a l l e l s a r e s o m e 
w a r r i o r bu r i a l s o n t h e C h a n n e l I s l ands . 

Date 
T h e p o t t e r y i n t h e g r a v e i s a k i n d k n o w n 
as ' B e l g i c ' . I t i s p r e s e n t in g r a v e s in 
s o u t h - e a s t e r n B r i t a i n f r o m a b o u t 7 5 B C , 
a l t h o u g h i t d o e s n o t b e c o m e c o m m o n 
o n s e t t l e m e n t s i tes i n Essex u n t i l a b o u t 
5 0 - 2 5 B C . T h e r e w a s n o i m p o r t e d 
R o m a n t a b l e c r o c k e r y - s u c h a s f l a g o n s , 
p l a t t e r s o r b e a k e r s - s u g g e s t i n g t h e 
f u n e r a l t o o k p l a c e b e f o r e s u c h w a r e s 
r e a c h e d B r i t a i n f r o m a b o u t 2 5 BC. L inks 
b e t w e e n t h e t a n k a r d h a n d l e a n d m i r r o r 
h a n d l e s c o n f i r m t h e 1st c e n t u r y d a t e f o r 
t h e g r a v e b e c a u s e m i r r o r p r o d u c t i o n i n 
s o u t h - e a s t e r n B r i t a i n h a d c o m e t o a n 
e n d b e f o r e t h e 1st c e n t u r y A D . 

The French connect ion 
T h e f o r m o f t h e s p e a r b l a d e a t K e l v e d o n 
i s n o t t y p i c a l o f t h o s e f o u n d i n B r i t a i n i n 
t h e I r o n A g e , b u t i t d o e s h a v e m a n y 
p a r a l l e l s ac ross t h e C h a n n e l i n G a u l . 
L i kew i se t h e s h i e l d boss is a m a i n l a n d 
E u r o p e a n t y p e ; t h e s w o r d i s u l t i m a t e l y 
G a u l i s h i n i n s p i r a t i o n as w e l l . I t l ooks as 
i f t h e a r m o u r e r w h o p r o v i d e d a t l eas t 
s o m e o f t h e w e a p o n r y u s e d b y t h e 
K e l v e d o n w a r r i o r w a s a G a u l . I t i s 
u n l i k e l y t h a t a G a u l i s h a r m o u r e r w o u l d 
h a v e se t t l ed i n I r on A g e B r i t a i n a n d a 
s i m p l e r e x p l a n a t i o n i s t h a t t h e w a r r i o r 
h a d a c q u i r e d t h e s e f o r e i g n w e a p o n s f o r 
h i m s e l f i n G a u l . W e k n o w t h a t t h e 
B r i t ons l e n t m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e t o t h e 
G a u l s a n d t h e B e l g a e i n t h e i r w a r s 
a g a i n s t C a e s a r b e t w e e n 5 8 a n d 5 1 BC. 
T h e r e i s a rea l poss ib i l i t y t h a t t h e 
K e l v e d o n w a r r i o r w a s o n e o f t h e s e 
m e r c e n a r i e s . T h e c o i n s t h a t c i r c u l a t e d 
i n t h e r e g i o n a t t h e t i m e o f t h e f u n e r a l 
s h o w h e b e l o n g e d t o t h e T r i n o v a n t e s 
t r i b e . F i g h t i n g w i t h t h r e e w e a p o n s 
( s w o r d , s p e a r a n d sh ie ld ) d e v e l o p e d o n 
t h e m a i n l a n d o f E u r o p e i n t h e 3 r d 
c e n t u r y , b u t i t w a s n o t a d o p t e d i n B r i t a i n 
u n t i l t h e 1st c e n t u r y BC. T r a v e l l e r s l i ke 

t h e K e l v e d o n w a r r i o r p l a y e d a key pa r t i n 

its i n t r o d u c t i o n t o B r i t a i n . 

Social s tanding of the warr ior 
M o s t I r o n A g e w a r r i o r s w e r e on l y 
e q u i p p e d w i t h a spea r , o r s o m e t i m e s a 
s p e a r a n d s h i e l d . A r m e d a s h e w a s w i t h 
a s w o r d , sh i e l d a n d spea r , t h e K e l v e d o n 
w a r r i o r w a s c lea r l y n o t a r a n k a n d f i le 
f i g h t e r ; h is e l i t e s t a t us is c o n f i r m e d by 
t h e d e c o r a t e d t a n k a r d h a n d l e a n d t h e 
i m p o r t e d R o m a n b o w l . 

The Kelvedon project 
Sad ly , t h e f i n d s f r o m th is i m p o r t a n t 
g r a v e w e r e d i s p e r s e d a f t e r its d iscovery ; 
t h e d e a t h o f J i m B e n n e t t i n 1 9 9 4 d i d 
n o t h i n g t o h e l p . B u t a f t e r a g o o d d e a l o f 
d e t e c t i v e w o r k , I t r a c k e d t h e m d o w n a n d 
w a s a b l e t o a s s e m b l e a l l t h e su rv iv ing 
f i n d s a t t h e m u s e u m f o r d i sp lay a n d 
r e s e a r c h . N o n e o f th i s w o u l d h a v e b e e n 
poss ib le w i t h o u t t h e ac t i ve s u p p o r t o f 
J i m B e n n e t t ' s sons , Pau l a n d Rober t , 
w h o h a v e g e n e r o u s l y l en t t h e f i n d s t o 
t h e m u s e u m . 
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Essex before 
the Romans 

I f y o u w a n t t o f i n d o u t a b o u t Essex b e f o r e t h e 
R o m a n s a r r i v e d , t h e n y o u n e e d l o o k n o 
f u r t h e r t h a n a n e w e x h i b i t i o n i n C o l c h e s t e r 
C a s t l e M u s e u m e n t i t l e d 'Ru le r s , W a r r i o r s , 
a n d D r u i d s , Essex C o m m u n i t i e s C o n q u e r e d 
b y R o m e ' . H e r e y o u w i l l f i n d d i sp lays a n d 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n s a b o u t v a r i o u s r e c e n t 
e x c a v a t i o n s a n d d i scove r i es i n Essex: a t 
K e l v e d o n , S t a n s t e d a i r p o r t , O r s e t t C o c k , 
H e y b r i d g e , C ress ing T e m p l e n e a r B r a i n t r e e , 
a n d , n o t su rp r i s i ng l y , C o l c h e s t e r i tsel f w h e r e 
r ecen t l y t h e r e has b e e n a m a j o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n 
o n t h e s i te o f C o l c h e s t e r G a r r i s o n . 

A u n i f y i n g t h e m e o f t h e e x h i b i t i o n i s t h e 
exp ress ion o f s t a t us t h r o u g h b u r i a l g o o d s . 
P r o m i n e n t l y f e a t u r e d i n t h e e x h i b i t i o n a r e t w o 
s p e c t a c u l a r ' W a r r i o r g r a v e s ' w h e r e t h e d e a d 
w e r e b u r i e d w i t h s o m e o f t h e i r w e a p o n r y . 
Pau l Sea ley has a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d t h e 
K e l v e d o n W a r r i o r e l s e w h e r e i n t h i s issue o f 
The Colchester Archaeologist ( p p 3 0 - 1 ) a n d 
readers o f p r e v i o u s issues w i l l r e c o g n i s e t h e 
S t a n w a y W a r r i o r (The Colchester Archaeo
logist, 6 , pp 1-5) w i t h his spea r , sh i e l d a n d 
r i ch a r ray o f g r a v e g o o d s . B u t p r i d e o f p l a c e 
i n t h e e x h i b i t i o n g o e s t o t h e e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
D o c t o r ' s b u r i a l f r o m S t a n w a y (The Colchester 
Archaeologist, 1 0 , pp 1-9) w h i c h i n c l u d e d a 
u n i q u e set o f s u r g i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s , a g a m i n g 
b o a r d w i t h p ieces la id o u t a s i f r e a d y t o p lay , 
a n d a c o p p e r - a l l o y s t r a i n e r b o w l w h i c h h a d 
b e e n u s e d t o p r e p a r e a b r e w o f m u g w o r t o r 
w o r m w o o d . O t h e r o b j e c t s i n t h e g r a v e 
i n c l u d e d a s t r a n g e set o f e i g h t m e t a l r o d s . 
T h e i r p u r p o s e i s u n c l e a r b u t c e r t a i n f e a t u r e s 
a b o u t t h e m s u c h a s t h e i r s h a p e a n d size a n d 
t h e w a y i n w h i c h t h e n h a d b e e n p l a c e d i n t h e 
g r a v e s u g g e s t t h a t t h e y m a y h a v e b e e n u s e d 
f o r d i v i n a t i o n . T h e e v i d e n c e i n t h e g r a v e f o r 
h e a l i n g a n d m a g i c ra ises t h e poss ib i l i t y t h a t 
t h e D o c t o r w a s a d r u i d . 

A r c h a e o l o g i s t s m a y s e e m p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h 
d e a t h a n d b u r i a l . M a n y o f t h e exh ib i t s 
c o n f i r m th i s p r e o c c u p a t i o n a s i n d e e d d o e s 
t h e u n u s u a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a n I r on A g e 
f u n e r a l py re ( f o r t u n a t e l y as y e t n o t l i t ) . B u t 
bu r i a l g r o u n d s c a n p r o v i d e m u c h i n f o r m 
a t i o n a b o u t t h e p e o p l e o f t h e pas t a s t h i s 
e x h i b i t i o n s h o w s espec ia l l y t h e b e t t e r o f f 
w h o s e re la t i ves a n d f r i e n d s w o u l d b u r y i t e m s 
w h i c h i n s o m e cases m u s t h a v e b e e n 
v a l u a b l e a t t h e t i m e . 

A n o t h e r t h e m e i n t h e e x h i b i t i o n i s s e t t l e m e n t 
i n t h e L a t e I r on A g e i n C a m u l o d u n u m a n d 
e l s e w h e r e i n n o r t h Essex w i t h i m p o r t a n t 
r e c e n t d i scover ies o f s e t t l e m e n t si tes i l l us t ra t 
e d b y n e w r e c o n s t r u c t i o n p a i n t i n g s . 

T h e e x h i b i t i o n w i l l c l ose a t t h e e n d o f 2 0 0 6 . 

A b o v e . T h e D o c t o r ' s b u r i a l f r o m S t a n w a y . 

B e l o w . A c o n j e c t u r a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e d e f e n c e s w h i c h 

p r o t e c t e d t h e S h e e p e n s i te ( n o w t h e H i l l y F ie lds) c A D 2 5 . 

T h e e a r t h w o r k i s t h e S h e e p e n D y k e . T h e t i m b e r g a t e 

s t r a d d l e s t h e m a i n r o u t e i n t o t h e s i te f r o m t h e w e s t ( t o t h e 

le f t ) . P a i n t i n g by Pe te r F ros te . 
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The Friends of 
Colchester Archaeological Trust 

T h e F r iends o f C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o 
l og i ca l T r u s t w a s f o u n d e d i n 1 9 7 7 t o 
k e e p i n t e r e s t e d m e m b e r s o f t h e p u b l i c i n 
t o u c h w i t h t h e w o r k o f t h e T r u s t i n a n d 
a r o u n d t h e h i s to r i c t o w n o f C o l c h e s t e r . 
T h e m e m b e r s h i p i n ea r l y 2 0 0 6 n u m b e r s 
a b o u t 5 0 0 h o u s e h o l d s a s we l l a s m a n y 
l oca l p r i m a r y s c h o o l s a n d severa l p r o 
f ess i ona l o r g a n i s a t i o n s . T h i s y e a r sees a 
n e w d e p a r t u r e f o r t h e F r i ends , w i t h 
s o m e l oca l bus inesses j o i n i n g a s C o r 
p o r a t e M e m b e r s . M o s t o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
m e m b e r s l ive i n C o l c h e s t e r a n d n o r t h 
Essex, b u t t h e r e a r e s o m e a s f a r a f i e l d a s 
W a l e s , S c o t l a n d , N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , 
G e r m a n y a n d t h e U S A . 

Every J a n u a r y t h e F r i ends m e e t i n t h e 
s a n c t u a r y o f t h e L i o n W a l k U n i t e d 
R e f o r m C h u r c h t o h e a r a b o u t t h e 
e x c a v a t i o n s a n d o t h e r w o r k t h a t t o o k 
p l a c e t h e p r e v i o u s yea r . I n 2 0 0 5 t h e 
ta l ks w e r e m a i n l y a b o u t t h e R o m a n 
c i rcus o n A b b e y F ie ld a n d t h e 
s u r r o u n d i n g R o m a n c e m e t e r i e s . 

I n ea r l y F e b r u a r y t h e F r i ends h a d a f i n a l 
visi t t o t h e s i te o f t h e c i r cus , b u t c h a n g e s 
t o t h e p l a n o f t h e n e w h o u s i n g d e v e l o p 
m e n t m e a n t h a t t h e f o u n d a t i o n s w i l l st i l l 
b e p rese rved b e l o w g r o u n d , a n d t h e r e 
a re p l a n s f o r a n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n c e n t r e 
t h e r e t o e x p l a i n its p o s i t i o n a n d l a y o u t . 

I n M a r c h a p a r t y o f t h e F r i ends m e t i n 
L o n d o n f o r a t o u r o f c h u r c h e s i n t h e C i ty 
a n d M o o r g a t e . T h e h i g h l i g h t s w e r e S t 
B a r t h o l o m e w t h e Less a n d S t B a r t h 
o l o m e w t h e G r e a t i n Bar ts H o s p i t a l , a n d 
J o h n W e s l e y ' s C h a p e l a n d h o u s e 
o p p o s i t e t h e N o n c o n f o r m i s t b u r i a l 
g r o u n d o f B u n h i l l F ie lds , w h e r e W i l l i a m 
B lake , J o h n B u n y a n a n d S u s a n n a 

W e s l e y , m o t h e r o f J o h n a n d his h y m n -
w r i t i n g b r o t h e r C h a r l e s , a r e b u r i e d . 

I n M a y a c o a c h p a r t y o f m e m b e r s w e n t 
t o N o r w i c h f o r a t o u r o f t h e N o r m a n 
k e e p led b y B r i a n A y e r s o f N o r f o l k 
M u s e u m s Serv i ce . T h e d i f f e r e n c e s a n d 
p a r a l l e l s b e t w e e n t h e t w o cas t les o f 
C o l c h e s t e r a n d N o r w i c h m a d e th i s a n 
i n t r i g u i n g m o r n i n g . A f t e r t h e t o u r t h e r e 
w a s f r e e t i m e f o r m e m b e r s t o v is i t t h e 
M u s e u m ' s g a l l e r i e s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
B o u d i c a G a l l e r y a n d t h e n e w A n g l o -
S a x o n a n d V i k i n g g a l l e r y , a s w e l l a s t o 
v is i t o t h e r p l a c e s o f i n t e res t i n t h e c i ty , 
s u c h a s t h e s m a l l e r m u s e u m s a n d t h e 
c a t h e d r a l . 

I n l a te J u n e t h e F r i ends v i s i t ed A n g l e s e y 
A b b e y n e a r C a m b r i d g e . L i t t le r e m a i n s o f 
t h e 1 2 t h - c e n t u r y A u g u s t i n i a n A b b e y , 
w h i c h w a s c o n v e r t e d i n t o a f i n e 
J a c o b e a n c o u n t r y h o u s e a f t e r t h e 
D i s s o l u t i o n . T o d a y t h e A b b e y i s m a i n l y 
n o t e d f o r t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 9 8 a c r e s o f 
g a r d e n a n d p a r k l a n d w h i c h w e r e 
l a n d s c a p e d a n d p l a n t e d i n t h e ea r l y 
2 0 t h c e n t u r y t o t u r n t h e p r o p e r t y i n t o a 
r e c o r d o f g a r d e n sty les, w i t h i n f o r m a l 
a n d f o r m a l p l a n t i n g s . T h e r e a r e m a n y 
w o o d l a n d w a l k s , s m a l l s e c l u d e d f o r m a l 
g a r d e n s , a n d l a r g e r s e c t i o n s d e v o t e d t o 
f l o w e r s , o f w h i c h t h e h e r b a c e o u s b o r d e r 
i s t h e m o s t s p e c t a c u l a r . T h e m a n y 
m a t u r e t r ees a n d p l a n t s a l s o p r o v i d e 
f o o d a n d she l t e r f o r a r i ch v a r i e t y o f 
insec ts a n d b i rds . A w o r l d - f a m o u s 
c o l l e c t i o n o f s t a t u a r y a n d a w o r k i n g 
w a t e r - m i l l a d d t o t h e i n te res t . 

On a very r a i n y d a y in S e p t e m b e r a 
c o a c h p a r t y v i s i t ed T h e t f o r d , w h e r e 
R o b e r t A t k i n s o f C a m b r i d g e s h i r e C o u n t y 

C o u n c i l ' s A r c h a e o l o g i c a l F ie ld U n i t l ed 
a w a l k e x p l a i n i n g t h e c o n t i n u o u s 
d e v e l o p m e n t a n d s h i f t i n g f o c u s o f 
o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e t o w n f r o m t h e L a t e 
I r on A g e t o t h e m e d i e v a l p e r i o d . 
L o c a t e d a t t h e c r o s s i n g o f t h e r iver O u s e 
b y t h e I c k n i e l d W a y , b y t h e M i d d l e 
S a x o n p e r i o d t h e t o w n w a s a t h r i v i n g 
t r a d i n g c e n t r e e q u a l t o H a m w i c ( S o u t h 
h a m p t o n ) a n d L o n d o n , w i t h a l a r g e 
d e f e n d e d a r e a s o u t h o f t h e r iver. A t t h e 
t i m e o f t h e 1 0 8 6 D o m e s d a y Su rvey t h e 
t o w n w a s t h e s ix th l a r g e s t i n E n g l a n d , 
a n d t h e b i s h o p r i c o f East A n g l i a h a d 
m o v e d t h e r e f r o m N o r t h E l m h a m , o n l y 
t o b e m o v e d o n a g a i n t o N o r w i c h s o m e 
t w e n t y yea rs l a te r b y H e r b e r t d e 
L o s i n g a . T h a n k s t o its 1 2 t h - c e n t u r y 
C l u n i a c Pr iory , T h e t f o r d r e m a i n e d a n 
i m p o r t a n t r e l i g i ous c e n t r e i n t h e ea r l y 
m e d i e v a l p e r i o d a n d a t o n e t i m e t h e 
t o w n h a d 2 2 c h u r c h e s , b u t i t w a s 
g r a d u a l l y e c l i p s e d b y N o r w i c h a n d fe l l 
i n t o d e c l i n e . 

B a c k f o r a s e c o n d e x t e n d e d sess ion by 
p o p u l a r d e m a n d , i n l a te O c t o b e r S teve 
B e n f i e l d o f C o l c h e s t e r A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
T r u s t h e l d a R o m a n p o t t e r y w o r k s h o p i n 
t h e ha l l o f t h e L i o n W a l k U n i t e d R e f o r m 
C h u r c h , w h e r e h e a n d his h e l p e r s t a u g h t 
m e m b e r s h o w t o i d e n t i f y p a r t i c u l a r t y p e s 
o f R o m a n p o t t e r y . F r i ends w o r k e d h a r d 
t o m a s t e r t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f v a r i o u s 
c e r a m i c f a b r i c s a n d t h e vessel f o r m s 
m a d e f r o m t h e m . Seve ra l m e m b e r s o f 
t h e F r i ends h e l p a t t h e T r u s t b y w a s h i n g 
a n d m a r k i n g t h e p o t t e r y , a n d th i s g a v e 
t h e m a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o l e a r n a b o u t 
R o m a n c e r a m i c s i n m o r e d e t a i l . 

Nina Crummy 

Freda Nicholls 
I t i s w i t h g r e a t s a d n e s s t h a t w e h a v e h a d 
t o say g o o d b y e t o o u r l o n g - s t a n d i n g g o o d 
f r i e n d F r e d a N i c h o l l s w h o d i e d i n J a n u a r y 
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Falcon bones... 

T h e d iscovery o f t h e bones o f a t least 
o n e s p a r r o w h a w k i n c r e m a t e d h u m a n 
r e m a i n s a t t h e C o l c h e s t e r Royal 
G r a m m a r School poses a n a w k w a r d 
p r o b l e m - was f a l c o n r y p r a c t i s e d in 
R o m a n Co lches te r o r was t h e i r i n c l u s i o n 
p a r t o f t h e b u r i a l r i te? 

Photograph: Archaeologist Ben 
Holloway with Keo. Thanks to 
Colchester Zoo. 

Hunt ing on foot or on horseback was a favouri te past ime for the 

weal thy in the R o m a n period, as well as an impor tan t way of varying 

the diet. T h e emperor H a d r i a n prided himself on being a hunter of 

big g a m e , and mock hunts using a wide range of an imals were set 

up in a m p h i t h e a t r e arenas as a spectator sport. T h e r e were also 

professional wi ldfowlers, who hunted birds wi th nets and by liming 

twigs. Images of huntsmen, o f ten carrying hares or wi ldfowl , were 

used on mosaics a n d intaglios, and Bonus Eventus, the Roman god 

of good for tune, can appear on intaglios set into f inger-r ings as a 

h u n t s m a n . A di f ferent slant to the hunt ing t h e m e appears on 

1st-century AD lamps f rom London and Gloucester t h a t show a 

h u m a n o i d fox dressed as a fowler trying to snare a bird sitting up in 

a t ree, an i m a g e t h a t may have been used to symbolise the soul 

( the bird) escaping f rom evil spirits ( the fox -headed monster ) . When 

Augustus was c r e m a t e d an eag le was released f rom the pyre so that 

its upward f l ight symbolised the rising of the emperor 's soul to 

heaven. 

A m o n g all these images of hunt ing there is very little evidence for 
falconry, and even a scene showing wildfowlers on the f a m o u s 
'Litt le H u n t ' mosaic in the 4 th-century Vil la R o m a n a del Casale at 
Piazza Armer ina , Sicily, is ambiguous . Set a m o n g designs showing 
the hunt ing of boars, foxes, stags and hares, as well as a lavish hunt 
breakfast , the panel shows two fowlers with bundles of l imed twigs 
on their backs staring up into a t ree . O n e has a bird perched on his 
shoulder, the other holds a bird in his hand . T h e perching bird is 
probably a raptor of some kind, a l though its beak is not curved and 
in genera l it does not look much like a bird of prey, whi le the one 
being carr ied is dove-l ike a n d more likely to have been captured . 

A p a r t f r o m the eag le of Jupiter, also used to represent R o m a n 
imper ia l power, other raptors are not c o m m o n in R o m a n art , but 
there is a bronze hawk f rom Colchester in the British M u s e u m . It 
may have been a votive of fer ing associated wi th the cult of Isis - the 
fa lcon represents her son, the sky-god Horus, in Egyptian mythology 
and the hieroglyph for 'god ' was a fa lcon on its perch. T h e r e is 
evidence for the worship of Isis in London and elsewhere in Britain, 
and it is qui te likely t h a t fol lowers of the cult also lived and 
worshipped in Colchester. 

W i t h so little evidence for fa lconry a p p a r e n t in the R o m a n world, 
the sparrowhawk and juvenile raptor bones in the c remat ion at 
Colchester seem just as likely to have been used as par t of the 
burial rite ra ther t h a n included a m o n g the grave goods of a 
fa lconer. T h e ritual sacrifice of birds of prey and carr ion-eaters, all 
non- food birds, occurs at several places in Britain. As early as the 
4 t h century BC raven bones were a m o n g the i tems placed in special 
deposits a t Danebury , H a m p s h i r e . T h e clearest example f rom the 
R o m a n period are the sixteen bird burials found in a votive shaft at 
the t e m p l e at Jordan Hi l l , Dorset . T h e birds were buzzards, crows, 
ravens and starlings, and each had been buried wi th a coin in a 
separate rite. Each corpse lay with its coin between two layers of 
tiles, wi th each double tile layer separated by a layer of ash. At 
Colchester a pit on the Sheepen site conta ined the remains of 
several non- food birds, a m o n g t h e m a raptor and carr ion-eaters, as 
well as a puppy, an assemblage strongly suggestive of ritual 
sacrif ice. Dogs were of ten used as r i tual offer ings as they were 
thought to be able to act ing as guides to the d e a d on the journey to 
the underwor ld . 
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